This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at  http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


\m 


HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 


Preservation  facsimile 

printed  on  alkalineAniffeied  paper 

and  bound  by 

Acme  Bookbinding 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts 

2003 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HARVARD  COLLEGE  UBRARY 


From  the  Uhrary  of 

Charles  Townsend  Copeland 

Instructor  and  Professor  in  English  1892— 1928 

'ift*'*rf^iPrtnlritrilntrttnlAtAlAtAtAlnlAlf 

Given  hy 

Mr*  and  Mrs.  Charles  F*  Dunbar 
1953 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BOHN'S  ILLUSTBATBD  LIBBAET. 


THE  WORKS 

ov 

ALEXANDER   POPE. 


LIFE. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  LIFE 


ALEXANDER    POPE. 


LONDON: 
KBNRT  G.  BOHN,  YORK  STBJEET,  COVENT  GARDEN. 


MBOocLrn. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  LIFI 


ALEXANDER   POPE. 


Sndttlrfng  lExtrocts  from  |to  ^nenpotttrence. 


BT 

BOBEBT  OABBUTHEBS. 


SWXniD  BDHTliXSf  BEVIBED  IHD  OOBBiDXRkBLY  EVLABOBD* 


WITH   NUMEROUS  ENGRAVINGS  ON  WOOD. 


LONDON: 
HENEY  G.  BOHN,  YOKK  STREET,  007BNT  GARDEN. 

ICDCCCLTn. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PREFACE. 


This  new  edition  of  the  Lm  oi  Pofb,  preliminary  to 
a  reprint  of  hia  Works,  lias  been  carefoUj  reyised.  Oon- 
siderable  additions  have  been  made,  and  a  better  ar- 
rangement of  the  materials  attempted.  Indeed,  so  many 
new  facts  illnstratiye  of  Pope's  literacy  and  personal  cha- 
racter bare  been  brought  to  light  within  the  last  fonr  or 
fiye  years,  that  any  preyious  life  of  the  poet  would  require  to 
be  almost  wholly  rewritten.  The  Editor  has  ayailed  himself 
of  this  recent  information— of  course  specifying  the  authority 
for  each  &ct  and  illustration— and  he  has  been  enabled  to 
make  some  additions  from  unpublished  sources.  Further 
extracLs  are  giyen  from  the  Mapledurham  MSS.,  including  a 
few  letters  from  Pope,  Mrs.  Howard,  Mallet,  &o.  The  cor- 
respondent to  whom  Pope  addressed  the'* Letters  toa  Lady," 
first  published  by  Dodsley  in  1769,  has  been  traced  and 
found  (where  it  is  pleasant  to  find  a  new  poetical  associa- 
tion) in  the  family  of  Cowper.  The  **  Erinna"  of  Pope  was 
the  aunt  of  the  author  of  ''The  Task.*'    Some  particulars 
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have  been  gleaned  from  the  "Wills  in  Docton'  Commons^ 
and  proof  ia  adduced  of  Pope's  connexion  with  the  Orub- 
9freet  Journal,  as  asserted  by  Curll. 

For  the  private  details  of  the  poet's  life,  the  chief  authority 
is  Spence's  Anecdotes.  Johnson  had  the  use  of  this  work  in 
manuscript  when  writing  his  life  of  Pope,  and  Malone  made 
extracts  from  it  for  his  life  of  Dryden.  A  complete  edition, 
howerer,  was  not  printed  till  1819,  when  it  was  edited  and 
published  by  Mr.  Samuel  Weller  Singer.  The  anecdotes  are 
interesting  andyaluable ;  but  Spence  was  inferior  to  Boswell 
in  all  the  important  requisitea  of  industry,  conectness,  and 
dramatic  talent  in  aketching  character  and  reporting  con- 
yersation.  With  the  same  opportunities  as  Spence,  Bos- 
well would  have  bleared  up  all  the  doubtful  and  mysterious 
points  in  Pope's  life  and  poetry,  besides  giying  us  a  copious 
sprinkling  of  the  table-talk  at  Twickenham  and  Dawley, 
and  interior  glimpses  of  Will's  or  Button's  coffee-houses. 
In  one  respect^  however,  Spence  is  equal  to  the  northern  bio- 
grapher: he  almost  worshipped  the  object  of  his  work,  and 
unbesitatiiigly  subscribed  to  the  poet's  opinions,  literary  and 
personal. 

AU  the  editcffs  of  Pope  have  been  misled  in  some  material 
points  by  trusting  to  Memoirs  of  his  Life  and  Writings, 
published  in  1745,  and  written  by  William  Ayre,  Esq.  The 
existence  of  '' Squire  Ayre"  (as  he  has  been  called)  was 
denied  by  one  of  his  contemporaries,  *'  J.  H.,"  who  asserted 
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tioA  the  notorious  Edmund  Gurll  was  author  of  the  work; 
and  Miss  Aikin,  in  her  life  of  Addison,  seems  inclined  to 
adopt  the  same  conclusion.  Ayre,  howeyer,  was  a  yeritable 
existing  person.  He  had  preyiouslj  appeared  as  a  commen- 
tator on  Pope  Q^  Truth,  a  Oounterpart  to  Mr.  Pope's  Essay  on 
Man,  by  Mr.  Ayre,"  1789;  and  ''A  Counterpart  to  Mr.  Pope's 
Essaj  on  Man,  Epistle  11.,  by  Mr.  Ayre,"  1739),  and  had 
published  some  translations  from  the  French  and  Italian. 
He  put  forth  his  Memoir  of  Pope  with  high  pretensions, 
dedicated  it  to  the  poet's  noble  Mends,  Bolingbroke,  Bur- 
lington, Marchmont,  and  Bathurst,  and  professed  to  haye 
reoeiyed  large  and  yaluable  assistance.  He  took  the  precau- 
tion of  securing  the  copyright  of  his  work  by  letters  patent 
under  the  royal  signet.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this  parade 
and  assumption,  a  more  careless  and  worthless  book  than 
that  of  Ayre  neyer  issued  from  the  press.  Of  the  seyen 
hundred  and  more  pages  comprised  in  the  two  yolumes,  not 
Sfty  are  original,  the  rest  haying  been  quoted  or  stolen  from 
other  authors,  chiefly  from  Pope;  and  the  whole  work  ex- 
hibits inextricable  confusion,  inaccuracy,  and  misrepresenta- 
tion. One  error  which  runs  through  his  narratiye  is  assuming 
that  Pope's  correspondent,  Edward  Blount,  was  brother  of 
the  poet's  female  friends,  Teresa  and  Martha  Blount.  This 
has  been  copied  by  eyery  succeeding  biographer,  and  forms 
the  groundwork  of  yarious  conjectures  and  discussions  by 
Bowles  and  Boscoe.    The  importance  of  this  seemingly 
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trifling  mistake  will  be  best  seen  by  an  example  taken  from 
Boeooe'B  Pope,  yoL  viii.,  p.  888 : 

''  Hr.  Blomit  died  m  London  the  following  jear,  1726/'— P()^. 

«*Bloimt  diedof  the  smaU-poz;  and  was  attended  doling  his  ill- 
ness wilJi  the  greatest  affection  and  sorrow^  by  the  lady  whose  name 
is  so  often  mentioned  in  these  yolnmes.  Soon  after  his  death.  Pope 
was  much  more  explicit  than  he  had  ever  been  before  respecting  Ihe 
natore  of  his  feelings  towards  Miss  Martha.''— i^oviiM. 

''By  'the  lady  whose  name  is  so  often  mentbned  in  these  yolnmes/ 
Mr.  Bowles  means  Martha  Blonnt,  who  attended  her  brother  through 
the  illness  which  terminated  in  his  death,  although  she  had  not  hor- 
sdfhad  the  disease,  l^ieassertionof  Mr.  Bowles,  that  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Blount  'Pope  was  mudi  more  expHoit  than  he  had  erer  been 
before  respecting  Ihe  nature  of  his  feelings  towards  Miss  Martha,'  is 
only  an  additional  proof  of  his  earnestness  to  a?ail  himself  of  every 
opportunity  of  attributing  that  attachment  to  an  improper  motire."— 
Boicoe, 

Now,  with  the  exception  of  Pope's  simple  statement  of  the 
fiact  of  hie  friend's  death,  the  whole  of  this  explanation  and 
crimination  ia  a  tissue  of  errors.  Edward  Blount  did  not  die 
of  the  small-pox,  but  of  gout  and  old  age;  he  was  not 
attended  by  Martha  Blount,  who  in  reality  had  had  the 
small-pox ;  and  Edward  Blount's  death  had  no  effect  what- 
erer  on  Pope's  attachment  to  his  fiiir  friend.  The  complica- 
tion of  blunders  (of  which  this  ia  but  one  specimen)  arose 
from  two  causes— the  publication  of  some  letters  taken  from 
an  old  translation  of  Yoiture  as  genuine  letters  from  Pope  to 
IGsB  Bbunt^  and  the  unfounded  assertion  that  Edward 
Blount  was  the  brother  of  the  lady.  The  latter  had  a 
brother,  Mr.  Ifichael  Bbunt,  of  Mapledurham,  in  Oxford- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TSBPACl.  IZ 

Bhixe,  who  BnrviTed  tiU  1789;  but  Edward  Bloont  was  an 
elderly  gentieman,  owner  of  the  estate  of  Blagdon,in  Deron- 
shire^  whose  second  daughter  afterwards  became  Duchess  of 
Norfolk.  It  is  obTions  from  the  genuine  correspondence 
that  Ayre's  statement  cannot  be  coirect;  but  it  was  im- 
plicitly adopted  and  continued  without  examination.  We 
may  add,  that  firom  dependence  on  the  same  untrustworthy 
guide,  the  quanel  between  Pope  and  Addison  has  been  mis- 
represented. 

Criticism  on  the  poet's  works  has  been  exhausted:  his 
position  as  an  English  classic  has  long  been  fixed.  But  his 
biography  has  been  neglected;  and  though  the  present  work 
can  be  considered  only  as  a  contribution  towards  the  history 
of  Pope  and  his  times,  the  Editor  can  honestiy  say  that  he 
has  taken  nothing  upon  trust  which  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  inyestigating,  and  that  he  has  been  anxious  to  show  his 
sense  of  the  public  fsYOur  by  increased  attention  and  diligent 
inquiry. 

B.  0. 

,Jiiljr,1867. 
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LIFE   OF   POPE. 


OHAPTBB  L 

[1688—1708.] 

FOra^S  BOnCB,  FAMILT,  AXD  BDUOAXXOir.     Hn  XABLT  nmnCDB,  SIR  MTZUJAX 
TBUMBULL^  WTGBKBUR^i  WALBB,  ABD  HEBBT  GBOKWELI* 

Thb  death  of  Drrden,  on  the  Ist  of  May,  1700,  left  the 
poetical  throne  of  England  yacant,  with  no  prospect  of  an 
immediate  or  adequate  successor.  His  dominion  had  often 
been  disputed,  ana  was  assailed  to  the  last;  but  as  eyerjrj^ 
atrenffthened  his  claims,  and  as  the  latter  portion  of  his  life 
was  the  most  rich  and  glorious  of  his  literaiy  career,  his  ad- 
yersaries  ultimatelj  withdrew  or  became  powerless,  and  his 
supremacy  was  firmly  established.  The  magnificent  funeral 
of  the  poet,  though  a  gaudy  and  iU-conduct^  pageant,  had  a 
moral  that  penetrated  through  the  folds  of  ceremony— it  was 
a  public  recognition  of  merits  which  every  effort  of  envy, 
faraon,  and  caprice,  had  been  employed  to  thwart  and  con- 
temn. Andpoeteritrhas  amply  ratified  this  acknowledgment 
of  the  services  of  the  great  national  poet.  Dryddn  inherited 
the  &ults  and  vices  of  his  age,  ana  he  wanted  the  higher 
sensibilities,  the  purity  of  taste,  and  lofty  moral  feeling  that 
dignify  the  poet's  art.  But  even  when  sinning  with  his  con- 
temporaries ne  soared  far  above  them,  and  his  English  nature 
at  length  overcame  his  Trench  tastes  and  the  fe^on  of  the 
Court.  His  sympathies  had  a  wider  and  nobler  range ;  his 
conceptions  were  dear  and  masculine ;  and  no  one  approached 
him  in  command  of  the  stores  of  our  language— whether 
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ohoioe  and  seoret,  or  fiuniliar  and  uniyeraal — or  in  that  free, 
elastic,  and  mounding  Torsification  which  has  so  large  a  compass 
of  rhythinical  melody.  He  gaye  to  the  heroic  couplet  the 
utmost  yariety  of  cadence,  statelinesSi  and  harmony  of  which 
that  measure  is  susceptible;  and  his  great  Ode  is  still  our 
finest  specimen  of  lyric  poetry.  These  natiye  honours  gained 
and  tardily  acknowledged,  the  yenerable  poet,  when  ap* 
preaching  the  dose  of  ms  chequeied  life,  bequeathed  to  Con- 
fip^ye  the  care  of  his  posthumous  fame.  He  trusted  that  his 
mend  would  be  kind  to  his  remains,  and  defend  him  from 
"the  insulting  foe,'*  shading  those  laurels  which  would 
descend  to  himselfl  The  sacred  beauest  was  not  neglected ; 
but  Dryden's  laurels  were  destined  to  descend,  not  to  the 
successful  dramatist,  but  to  one  who  should  follow  doselj 
and  reyerentiy  in  his  own  footsteps,  copying  his^  subjects,  his 
manner,  and  yersification ;  and  adding  to  them  original  powers 
of  wit,  fanqr,  and  tenderness,  and  a  brilliancy,  condensation, 
and  correctness,  which  eyen  his  master  did  not  reach,  and 
which  still  remain  unsurpassed. 

ALBXA2n)BB  FoPB  was  bom  in  London  in  the  memorable 
year  of  the  Beyolution,  1688.  The  belief  in  judicial  astro- 
lo^  was  then  not  utterly  exploded,  and  the  professors  of 
this  pretended  sdence  liying  in  Westminster^— their  ancient 
stronghold — used  to  exhibit  a  book  of  horoscopes  of  extra- 
ordinary men,  among  which  was  that  of  Pope.  The  planetittT 
influences  shown  in  the  poet's  horoscope  preyed,  they  saio, 
that  aU  the  great  eyentsot  his  life,  known  or  unknown  to  the 
world,  were  to  happen  in  years  of  commotion  and  trouble. 
His  birth  was  in  the  year  of  that  reyolution  whidi  droye 
the  Stuarts  into  unregretted  exile ;  his  publication  of  Homer 
commenced  in  the  year  of  the  Jacobite  msurrection  of  1715 ; 
and  he  died  in  the  jrear  I744r,  when  an  inyasion  from  France 
was  attempted ;  bemg  the  beginning  of  that  struggle  which 
terminated  with  the  yictory  at  Cull^en.  The  old  practising 
astrologers  u^  to  a  late  period  boasted  that  Pope  regularly 
consulted  theur  predecessors.  This  tradition,  howeyer,  may 
be  discarded  as  an  inyention  of  the  craft;  for  probably  no 
distinguished  author,  haying  ''the  yision  and  the  faculty 
diyine,"  was  oyer  so  firee  as  rope  from  all  superstitious  weak- 
ness or  oyerpowering  romance  of  sentiment. 
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There  are  few  circamstaiioeB  connected  with  the  history  or 
character  of  Pope  that  have  not  been  made  the  subject  of 
eager  discussion ;  and  we  find  the  diyersity  of  statement  take 
its  rise  at  the  fountain-head.  The  date  of  his  birth  and  the 
pedigree  of  his  parents  have  been  controverted.  The  former 
cannot  be  detemined  bj  an  appeal  to  that  record 

*'  where  to  be  bom  and  die 

Of  rich  and  poor  makes  aU  the  history." 

The  parish  register  at  that  time  took  no  cognizance  of  the 
baptism  of  the  children  of  Boman  Catholic  parents.  But 
Pope  himself  sanctioned  the  statement  in  Jacob's  Poetical 
Blister  (1723)  that  he  was  born  in  London  in  the  vear  1688. 
Another  contemporary  account,  published  hj  Curll,  professes 
to  be  more  speoflc,  adding  that  the  poet  was  bom  in  Cheap- 
side  on  the  8th  of  June,  1088, ''  so  thot  one  week  produced 
both  Pope  and  the  Pretender."  Ayre,  in  his  Memoirs,  pub- 
lished the  year  after  the  poet's  death,  adopts  this  date,  but 
silently  drops  Gheapside.  A  short  and  worthless  Life  of 
Pope,  by  W .  H.  DUworth,  1769,  follows  Ayre.  The  next 
audiority  purporting  to  be  original,  and  one  which  poss^^ses 
strong  claims  to  attention,  is  a  Ltfe  of  Pope  pubushed  by 
Mr.  Owen  Buffhead  in  17^.  Owen  Buffhead  was  a  plodding 
and  prosaic  lawyer,  editor  of  the  Statutes  at  Laj^ ;  but 
he  obtained  information  and  manuscripts  concerning  Pope 
from  Bishop  Warburton,  the  poet's  mend,  commentator, 
and  literary  executor.  BuflRiead  states  that  Pope  was  bom 
in  Lombard-street  on  the  2l8t  of  May;  Spence  in  his 
Anecdotes  gives  the  same  date  and  place ;  while  Dr.  Johnson 
—probably  from  mere  inattention— mentions  the  22nd  of 
May,  and  Warton  follows  Johnson.  The  question  is  still 
fiiruier jperplexed  by  a  passage  in  one  of  Pope's  letters  to  his 
friend  Cray — a  passage  worth  quoting  for  the  fine  lines  it 
contains: 

"Mr.  Congreve's  death  tooches  me  nearly.    It  was  twenty  j 
and  more  that  I  have  biown  him :  erecy  year  oarriea  away  aomet] 
dear  frith  it,  till  we  outlive  all  tendernesses,  and  heoome  wretch 
individuals  again  as  we  hegon.    Adieu !    This  U  mf  ^ikday,  and 
this  is  my  refection  upon  tt : 

** '  With  added  days  if  lift  gi^e  notUng  new, 
But  like  a  deve^  let  eyery  pleaaore  throng ; 
b2 
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Soma  Joy  still  lorti  m  each  Tain  year  raxis  o*av 
And  idl  we  gain,  some  sad  reflection  moie  I 
Is  this  a  birthday ?—ms,  alas!  too  dear 
TIs  hat  tlie  ftmeral  of  the  former  year.* " 

"So  date  18  giyen  to  this  letter,  but  Congrere  died  on  the 
19tli  of  Jtavaary,  1728-9;  and  as  Pope  and  Gbj  were  in 
fiuniliar  and  constant  intercourse,  it  has  been  ini^rred  that 
Pope's  birthdaj  was  near  the  time  of  Con^ve's  death,  in 
the  latter  end  of  January  or  beginning  of  February.    This 
discrepancy,  however,  is  removed  by  a  simple  explanation. 
In  preparing  his  letters  for  the  press.  Pope  was  in  the  habit 
of  altering  and  revising  them,  and  sometimes  of  making  one 
printed  epistle  out  of  two  or  more  written  ones.    The  lines 
we  have  quoted  formed  part  of  another  poem ;  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  the  latter  portion  of  the  above  extract  was 
detached  fix)m  some  other  letter,  or  had  been  added  for  the 
sake  of  the  poetry  and  the  sentiment.    The  combined  testi- 
mony of  Bimhead  and  S]^ce  is  conclusive.    The  21st  of 
Maj^,  1688,  was  Pope's  birthday,  and  Lombard-street,  the 
ancient  Exchange  of  the  Git^,  where  the  merchants,  and 
money-lenders,  and  sedate  citizens,  congre^ted  so  early  as 
the  asLjB  of  our  Edwards  and  Henries,  and  where  Falstaff 
dined  vrith  Master  Smooth,  the  silkman,  possesses  the  dis- 
tinction of  being^lus  birthplace.    With  Chaucer,  Spenser, 
Bacon,  Milton,  rope,  and  Ghray  as  her  sons,  the  City  of 
London,  always  rich  and  famous  for  merchandise  and  Eng- 
lish spirit,  may  well  claim  the  honour  of  being  rich  abo  in 
great  poetical  and  immortal  memories.^ 
In  Lombard-street  the  poet's  father  carried  on  the  busi- 

^  Spenoe  states  that  the  house  in  which  Pope  was  hom  was  afterwards 
Qn  1789)  occupied  hy  one  Mr.  Moigan,  an  i^>othecaiy.  It  wonld  seem 
to  have  heen  conthiaed  as  an  apotlucary'fl  or  dniggiet's  shop.  The  fbl- 
hnHng  particnlars  are  ohliging^y  commimicated  hy  Samuel  Sharpe, 
Esq.,  author  of  "  The  Bistmy  of  Eg^t,"  &&  <*The  house  whid^  by 
the  tradition  of  its  inmates,  dafans  the  honour  of  befaig  Pope's  birth- 
place, is  at  the  bottom  of  Plough  Court,  and  fiaces  you  bb  you  enter  the 
passage  fnm  Lombard-street  It  belonged  to  the  well-known  William 
Allen,  and  he  succeeded  a  Mr.  Bevan.  The  present  ownos  say  that  Mr. 
Sevan  used  to  reUte  that  in  his  childhood  the  house  was  often  visited  by 
persons  who  came  there  out  of  curiosity  to  see  the  birthplaoe  of  the  great 
poet  Mr.  Bevan*s  memoiy,  were  he  Hying,  would  reach  back  above  a  hun- 
dred years.** 
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11688  of  a  linen  merchant.  ''  He  was  an  honest  merchant, 
and  dealt  in  Hollands  wholesale,"  as  his  widow  informed 
Mr.  Spenoe.  His  son  claimed  for  him  the  honour  of  beinff 
spmng  from  gentle  blood.  When  that  silken  baron,  Lord 
Herrey,  vice-chamberlain  in  the  Court  of  Gh^orffe  II.,  and 
Ladj  Mary  Wortlej  Montagu,  disgraced  themsdves  by  in- 
diting  the  yerses  containing  this  couplet : 

M  Whilst  none  thy  crabbed  nmnben  can  endme, 
Bud  aaihy  heart  and  at  thy  Urtkobioyre:'' 

Pope  indignantlj  repelled  the  accusation  as  to  his  descent. 

"I  am  sonr  (he  said)  to  be  obliged  to  such  a  presimiption  as  to 
name  my  iiBunily  m  the  same  leaf  with  your  lordship^a ;  but  my  father 
had  the  nonom:  in  one  instance  to  resemble  yon,  for  he  was  a  yonnffer 
brotiier.  He  did  not  indeed  think  it  a  happiness  to  buy  his  eloer 
brother,  though  he  had  one,  who  wanted  some  of  those  eood  qualities 
whidi  yours  possessed.  How  sincerely  glad  could  I  be,  to  pay  to 
that  young  nobleman's  memory  the  debt  I  owed  to  his  MemLship, 
whose  eai^  death  deprived  your  family  of  as  much  wit  and  honour  as 
he  left  behmd  him  in  any  branch  of  it.  But  as  to  my  father,  I  could 
assure  you,  my  lord,  that  he  was  no  mechanic  (neitiier  a  hatter,  nor, 
idiidi  might  please  your  lordship  yet  better,  a  cobbler),  hut,  in  truth, 
of  a  yeiy  toimble  umily ;  and  my  mother  of  an  ancient  one,  as  well 
bom  and  educated  as  that  lady,  whom  your  lordship  made  choice  of 
to  be  the  mother  of  your  own  children;  whose  merit,  beauty,  and 
▼ivacity  (if  transmitted  to  your  posterity)  will  be  a  better  present 
than  even  the  noble  blood  tney  derive  only  from  you.  A  mother,  on 
i^m  I  was  neyer  obliged  so  mr  to  reflect  as  to  say,  she  spoiled  me ; 
and  a  father,  who  neyer  found  himself  obliged  to  say  of  me,  that  he 
dis{q[yproved  my  conduct.  In  a  word,  my  lord,  I  think  it  enough,  that 
my  parents,  such  as  they  were,  neyer  cost  me  a  blush;  and  that  their 
son,  sndi  as  he  is,  neyer  cost  them  a  tear.*'* 

In  accordance  with  this  representation,  and  written  about 
the  same  time,  an  account  of  the  poet's  familj  was  commu- 
mcated  to  CurU  (signed ''  P.  T."),  in  which  the  poet's  &ther 
is  described  as  of  "  the  younger  branch  of  a  familj  in  good 

s  Letter  to  a  NoUfi  Loid.  The  elder  brother  of  Loid  Hervey  alladed  to 
was  Carr  Lord  Hervey,  ion  of  the  Earl  of  Bristol  by  his  flist  marriage. 
The  lady  whom  Pope's  **  noble  lord"  made  choice  of  to  be  the  mother  of  his 
cUldreB,  was  Miss  or  Mn.  (as  it  was  then  the  custom  to  s^le  immaxried 
ladies)  Mazy  LqieD,  dao^ter  of  Brigadier-General  Nicholas  Lepell,  married 
to  Lord  Hervey  in  1720.     . 
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repute  in  Ireland,  and  related  to  the  Lord  Downe  ;'*  that  lie 
was  a  poafhmnoua  son  and  little  provided  for,  his  elder 
brother  fwho,  it  is  added,  atndiea  and  died  at  Oxford) 
haying  iimerited  what  small  estate  was  left,  but  that  the 
poet* 8  father  being  put  to  a  merchant  in  Elandidrs,  acquired 
a  moderate  fortune  by  merchandiM.  This  communication 
we  shall  afterwards  lutye  occasion  to  notice  in  oonnezion 
with  the  publication  of  Pope's  Letters  in  1785.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  it  emanatea  firom  the  poet  himself,  and  was 
intended  partly  to  mislead  the  credulous  and  inquisitiye  pub- 
lisher,  and  partly  to  invest  Pope's  famQy  history  with  inte- 
rest and  importance.  Next  year  a  more  authoritotiye  version 
was  given.  In  a  note  on  his  l^istle  to  Arbuthnot,  Pope 
states  that  his  fttther  was  of  a  eentleman's  family  in  Oxford- 
shire, the  head  of  which  was  the  Earl  of  Downe,  whose  sole 
heiress  married  the  Earl  of  Lifidsay.  Next  comes  a  jUfierent 
statement  by  Mr.  Pottinger,  a  relation  of  the  family,  who 
informed  Dr.  Bolton,  Dean  of  Carlisle,  that  the  poet's  grand- 
father was  a  deigyman  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Samp- 
shire,  who  had  two  sons,  the  younger  of  whom,  Alexander, 
was  sent  to  Lisbon  to  be  placed  in  a  mercantfle  establish- 
ment, and  that  while  there  he  became  a  convert  to  the  Soman 
Catholic  Church.'  Prom  these  conflictm^  statements,  it  is 
impossible  to  tell  whether  the  poet's  fiumly  was  of  Ireland 
or  of  Oxfordshire,  and  whether  his  £ither  had  in  his  youth 
been  placed  under  a  merdiant  in  Planders  or  in  Lisbon.  It 
is  probable,  however,  that  the  elder  Pope  had  become  a  con- 
yert  to  the  Catholic  Church.  The  poet  mentions,  in  one  of 
his  letters  to  Atterbury,  that  his  father's  libraiy  consisted 
whoUy  of  books  of  controversial  divinity  (''  a  collection  of  all 
that  had  been  written  on  both  sides  m  the  reign  of  King 
James  11."),  and  in  the  case  of  a  conscientious  man,  inquiry 
and  study  would  precede  the  adoption  of  a  new  creed.  To 
the  same  cause  we  may,  perhaps,  ascribe  his  rigid  adherence 
to  the  Catholic  Churdi,  characteristic  of  a  convert,  which 
made  thepoet  afraid  to  write  verses  or  send  profane  letters 
in  Holy  Week  under  the  eye  of  his  &ther.    iSr.  Pottinger, 

•  Wirtoii*8£najonPope,T.iLp.266(editofl806).  Bicbard  Pottinger, 
HP.  for  Beading,  died  in  1740.  Thia  mi^  have  been  Pope's  kinsman ;  bat 
hia  wiU  contains  no  mention  of  the  Pope  family, 
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kowevaTy  repudiated  tlie  ^fine  pedigree"  wliidi  his  coosin 
tbe  poet  had  made  out  for  lumaelf.  ^He  wondered  where 
he  8^  it;  he  had  never  heard  anything  himself  of  their  being 
deeoended  from  the  Earls  of  Downe,  and  an  old  maiden  annt, 
eonallj  related  [to  Pope],  a  great  ^ealogist,  who  was  alwajs 
talking  of  her  mmilyy  neyer  mentioned  tnis  drcumstaneei  on 
which  she  certainly  wonld  not  hare  been  silent  had  she 
known  anythinR  of  it.*'  The  Earl  of  Ghiilford  (who  in- 
htrited  the  Bnmsh  eetotes  of  the  Earls  of  Downe)  had  ex* 
anined  the  pecogrees  and  descents  of  that  fiunily,  and  was 
8111^  that  there  were  none  of  the  name  of  Pope  left  who 
could  be  descended  from  it>  The  Heralds'  Office,  according 
to  Kr.  Bowles,  is  equallr  silent  on  the  subject ;  and  the  poet, 
it  is  probable,  had  oeen  betrayed  into  a  weakness  not  singular 
in  tn  history  of  great  names.  Pope  daimed  to  be  descended 
from  a  lord  that  he  might  shame  Lord  Hervey  and  Lady 
Mary;  Shaksfieare  claimed  to  be  descended  from  ancestors 
disting^uished  in  the  sendee  of  Henir  VJLl.,  that  he  might 
obtain  a  grant  of  arms  to  flash  in  the  face  of  Sir  Thomas 
JiQCj  and  the  souires  of  Warwickshire ;  but  both  genealogies 
are  phmouncea  spurious,  and  the  poets  had  better  bire 
trostei  to  the  underiyed  honours  of  genius,  or  imitated  the 
spirit  of  Pope's  witfy  friend,  Chesterfield,  who,  on  purpose 
to  ridicule  assumptions  of  ancient  and  distinguishea  family 
desceofc,  hung  two  old  portraits  on  his  wall,  inscribed  Aiam 
de  Stanhope  and  Eve  de  Stanhope.* 

No  trace  of  the  poet's  firandfather,  the  reputed  clergyman 
in  Hampshire,  has  oeen  obtained.  The  list  of  incumbents  in 
• 

4  Cqnmonkated  to  Warton  by  John  Lovedaj,  of  Cavenham,  Esq.  '*Tlie 
Ozfini  antiqaaij  [Wood's  Athen.  Oxon.]  infonns  vs  that  Thomaa  Pope,  the 
jomigSail  of  Downe,  died  in  St  tUift  parish  In  Oxford,  Dec.  28, 1660, 
aged  thirty-dj^  yean ;  kavfaig  behind  him  one  only  daughter,  named 
EBsabetfaywho  was  married  to  Henxr  Frands  Lee,  of  Dichley,  in  Oxfordshire, 
nd  afterwards  toBobert,  Eari  of  I^dsey.  The  earldom  of  Downe  went  to 
I  Pope,  Esq^  his  nnde,  who  likewise  leaving  no  male  issne,  the  estate 


went  KWKj  among  three  daof^ters,  the  second  of  whom  was  married  to  Sir 
Trmds  north,  afterwards  Lord  North  of  Qn&ford.  Both  these  Earls  of 
Downe  were  bnried  at  Wroxton,  near  Banbnry,  in  Oxfordshire,  with  their 
ancestors.*'— JVble  fo  fetter  qfP,  T.  ta  CWHTs  edit,  qf  PcptU  JAL  Carretpot^ 
ffaa0e,ToL  iL 

•  Walpde:  letterto  Sir  Horace  Mann,  Sept  1, 1760.    "The  ridicule  is 
admirable^''  adds  Walpole. 
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the  ArchdeaoonB'  Besistry  at  WindieBter  goes  no  fieurfcher 

back  tlian  1660,  and  the  name  of  Pope  does  not  occur  in  it ; 

nor  is  there  any  will  or  grant  of  letters  of  administration  in 

the  Bishops*  or  Archdeacons'  Beffishr  of  any  person  likelj 

to  be  the  grand&tber  of  the  poet.^    lumilies  ox  the  name  of 

Pope  were  at  that  time  widely-  scattered  over  several  of  the 

oonnties  of  England,  and  in  the  registers  of  the  Prerogatiye 

Will  Office  in  Doctors*  Commons,  Sb  least  a  hundred  persons 

of  the  name  will  be  found  between  the  years  1600  and  1700^ 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  name  was  also  common  at  m 

early  period  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  that  its  possessdra 

were  remarkable  for  their  adherence  to  the  Boman  Catholic 

Church,  as  well  as  for  the  preyalence  amongst  them,  through 

Buccessiye  generations,  of  the  Christian  name  of  Alexander. 

In  the  thiiteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries  there  were  Popes, 

traders  of  good  account,  in  Scotland.    In  1546,  Alexander 

Pope  appears  in  a  deed  of  the  prebendaries  and  chaplaias  of 

King's  College,  Aberdeen,  ana  twenty  years  afterwards  he 

was  appointed  one  of  the  authorities  for  the  suppression  of 

the  ''rising  heresy'*  then  on  the  eye  of  resultmg  ia  the 

Seformation.    In  the  MS.  records  o£  the  College  of  Douay 

is  the  name  of  Alexander  Pope,  a  priest,  who  med  in  1596. 

Aftor  the  Beformation,  in  1622,  Alexander  and  IVilliam 

Pope,  bur^sses  of  Aberdeen,  were  cited  before  the  Kirk 

Semion  as  Komish  recusants.    Two  other  burgesses  of  that 

dty,  George  and  Gilbert  Pope,  were  driyen  &road  ly  the 

persecution  of  the  Boman  Catholics,  and  are  found  in  Irance 

Detween  the  years  1680  and  1640-— Gilbert  at  Hayre  as  a 

trader,  and  G^rge  at  Paris  as  **  Ghirde  de  Marche,"  o?  one 

of  the  Scottish  Guards  of  the  King  of  France.®    Another 

•  Infbnnatioii  commiinioted  by  Cluriflf  Wooldridge^  Esq.,  Wlndsoter, 
wbo  kindly  undertook  a  tMicb.  for  the  patpose. 

'  In  Hampshire  there  was  a  saooesslon  of  Popes  possessors  of  Dvky. 
The  name  is  fomd  in  aU  the  soathem  and  midland  ooimties,  and  in  liondon. 
A  oertsin  Bichaid  Pope,  scriTener,  in  St  Nicholas-lane,  was  law  agent,  and 
afterwards  chnrchwaiden  of  the  united  parishes  of  St  Edmmd  the  Khig 
and  St  Kichdaa  Aeons  (In  whioh  Lombard-street  is  situated)  from  1697 
to  170S. 

•  It  was  long  remembered  with  pride  in  the  ftmilies  of  these  <<CayaUeios 
of  Fortane,"  thai  the  Sootch  Guard  kept  the  Preach  Kfaig  company  in  his 
priyate  apartments,  and  that  in  testimony  of  thdr  loyalty  twenty-six  of  the 
number  wore  white  coats  of  a  peculiar  fuhioo,  ovulaid  with  lace:  six  of 
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branch  of  the  Popes  appeared  in  the  comity  of  Bobs  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  whence  they  spread  to  the  neighbouring 
counties  of  SutherLind  and  Caithness.  One  of  these.  Hector 
Pope,  IGnister  of  Loth,  was  one  of  the  last  of  the  parish 
minisfcers  of  Scotland  who  retained  the  "  preUtical*'  liturgy 
and  ceremonial.  His  son,  Alexander  Pop^  was  the  Presby- 
terian minister  of  Beay,  a  rural  parish  in  the  county  of 
Caithness.  This  northern  Alexander  Pope  entertained  a 
profound  admiration  for  his  illustrious  namesake  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  it  is  a  curious  and  well-ascertained  fact,  that  the 
simple,  enthusiastic  deigyman,  in  the  summer  of  1782,  rode 
on  bis  pony  aU  the  way  from  Caithness  to  Twickenham  in 
order  to  pay  the  poet  a  yisit.  G^ie  latter  (according  to  a 
fiunily,  but  not  very  probable,  tradition)  felt  his  dignity  a 
little  touched  by  the  absence  of  the  necessary  "  pomp  and 
circumstance"  with  which  the  minister  first  presumed  to  ap- 
proach his  domicUe ;  but  after  the  ice  of  outwEffd  ceremony 
had  melted,  and  their  intellects  had  come  in  contact,  the 
poet  was  interested  in  his  Tisitor,  and  a  friendly  feeling  was 
established  between  them.  Several  interviews  took  place, 
the  minister  dined  with  Pope  and  Boliuffbroke,  and  the  poet 
presented  his  good  friend  and  namesiSce,  the  ministeor  of 
Beay,  with  a  copy  of  the  subscription  edition  of  the  Odyssey, 
in  five  volumes,  quarto — a  present  which  was  liighly  valued, 
and  is  still  preserved.  An  occasional  correspondence  was 
afterwards  kept  up  between  them,  of  which  one  letter  re- 
mains: 

*<  Twickenham,  April  28, 1788. 
''Sib, — ^I  received  jotub,  in  which  I  think  joxl  pay  me  more  than 
18  due  to  me  for  the  accidental  advantage  wmoh  it  aeems  mv  name 
has  broQght  yoo.  Whatever  that  name  hs,  it  will  prove  of  valne  and 
credit  men  an  honest  man  bears  it,  and  never  else;  and  therefore  I 
wfil  rather  imagine  vonr  own  good  oondnct  has  made  it  fbrtanate  to 
joo.  It  IB  cenain  1  think  xnyself  obliged  to  those  persons  who  do 
yon  service  in  my  name,  and  I  am  always  willing  to  correspond  with 
yon  ifhtsa  it  can  be  in  any  way  beneficial  to  yon,  as  yon  see  by  my 

lliese  in  torn  stood  next  to  the  royal  person  on  aU  occasions.  Some  Scottiah 
aatiqiiaziei  have  attempted  to  trace  the  poet  to  theee  northern  Popes;  hut 
the  extracts  flsnished  ns  by  Josqph  Bobertson,  Esq.,  of  theBegister  House, 
Kdtobnrgli    a  lealoos  and  obUghig  arohaologist— do  not  countenance  the 
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speedj  answer  to  your  last.  I  should  think  it  an  impertinence  to 
write  my  Ladj  Sutherland^  or  I  would  do  so  to  thank  her  for  the 
ereat  distinction  yon  tell  me  she  shows  me,  who  have  no  other  merit 
than  bTing  it  whererer  I  find  it,  be  it  in  persons  of  quality  or  pea- 
sants. I  am  not  any  altered  from  what  joa  saw  me  only  bv  some 
years,  which  give  me  less  solicitude  for  myself  (as  I  am  going  to  want 
nothmg  ere  it  be  bng),  than  for  others  v?io  are  to  lire  after  me  in  a 
world  which  is  none  of  the  best.  I  am,  sincerely,  your  well-wisher 
and  affectionate  senrant— A.  Pope. 
"  To  Mr.  Alexander  Pope,  at  Thurso,  in  the 
ooonty  of  CaithnesB,  North  Britain."  * 

In  the  case  of  his  maternal  parent.  Pope  has  stated  that 
fihe  was  the  daughter  of  William  Tomer,  Esq.,  of  York, 
who  was  married  to  Thomasine  Newton.  ''  She  had  three 
brothers,  one  of  whom  was  killed ;  another  died  in  the  ser- 
yioe  of  King  Charles  [Charles  L] ;  the  eldest,  following  his 
fortunes,  and  becoming  a  general  ofiBcer  in  Spain,  left  her 
what  estate  remained  after  the  sequestrations  and  forfeitures 
of  her  fiunily."^^  It  is  certain  thsit  in  Worsborongh  Dale,  in 
Yorkshire,  a  house  is  still  pointed  out  in  which,  according  to 
tradition,  Editha  or  Edith  Turner  was  bom.  This  antique 
mansion  is  called  Marrow  House,  from  the  name  of  a  subse- 

*  From  ovtifled  copy  in  the  poeseedon  of  W.  Mnixay,  Esq.,  of  Geanies, 
Bosa-shiie.  The  oric^bal  waa  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Joseph  Gordon,  W.Sm 
Edinlrargh.  Kr.  Pope,  the  dergyman,  was  a  good  scholar  and  antiq[aaiy. 
He  trandated  Torfcsus^s  Orcades,  and  was  author  of  the  Description  of  the 
Shires  of  Caithness,  Strathnaver,  and  Sutherland.  (See  Pennant's  Tour, 
1774.)    Also,  Description  of  the  Dune  of  DomadiUa,  Archsolo^  1779. 

**  Note  on  EidsUe  to  Aihuthnot,  and  account  of  Mrs.  Pope*s  death  in 
Grub-street  Journal,  June  14, 1788.  The  latter  was  evidentijr  written  by 
the  poet  In  the  Irfogn^hical  stetement  sent  to  Curll,  signed  '*  P.  T.** 
(which  we  assume  to  have  been  Pope's),  it  is  also  mentioned  ^at  his  mother 
*^was  one  of  the  seventeen  children  of  THlliam  Tumor,  Esq.,  formerly  dt 
Burfit  Hall,  in  the  *  *  *  Bidhig  of  Yorkshire:  two  of  her  bfothers  were 
kffled  hi  the  Civil  Wars."  In  a  letter  to  Swift,  dated  Marx^  29,  Pope  si^ 
that  the  previous  day  was  his  mother's  birthday.  The  poet*s  psients  were 
apparently  both  of  the  same  age^  bom  in  1642,  and  consequently  in  their 
fbrty-sizth  year  at  the  time  of  Pope's  birth.  The  latter  states  that  his 
motiier  was  ninety-three  years  of  age  at  the  period  of  her  death,  in  1788, 
but  the  entry  in  the  register  (her  baptism  foUowing  that  of  an  elder  rister) 
would  seem  to  make  her  age  only  ninety-one.  Swttt  had  the  same  impres- 
sion. **  I  buried  the  funous  General  Meredith's  father  last  night  in  my 
cathedral ;  he  was  ninety-six  yesrs  old,  so  that  Mrs.  Pope  may  live  seven 
years  longer."— ZeMer  to  Oay^  UKy  4, 1782. 
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quent  owner  of  the  property ;  but  its  ancient  name  was 
uodscroft.  The  baptism  of  the  poet's  mother,  together  with 
that  of  three  of  her  sisters,  is  recorded  in  the  parish  rep;ister 
of  Worsborongh,  and  is  quoted  bj  Mr.  Hunter  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  Deanery  of  Doncaster : 

1641.  Nov.  20,  baptised  Martha,  daughter  of  Mr.  THlliam  Tomer. 
164S.  June  18,  bapiiKd  EdUh,  datufhter  qfMr.  WiUiam  Turner. 
1643.  Sept  1,  baptised  Margaret,  aaughter  of  Mr.  William  Tomer. 
1645.  Not.  S5,  baptised  Jane,  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Tomer. 

Neither  Mr.  Hunter  nor  a  preyious  genealogist,  Brooke, 
had  been  able  to  trace  this  William  Turner's  connexion  with 
Worsborough  (of  which  he  was  apparentljr  not  a  native),  or  to 
brin^  to  light  any  circumstances  of  his  situation  in  life ;  but 
the  former  concludes  that  the  addition  of  "  Mr."  would  not 
have  been  at  that  period  given  to  his  name  if  he  had  not  been 
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regarded  as  Bometbuig  above  the  mere  jeomaozy  of  the  time.^ 
The  same  addition,  it  will  be  recollected,  diBtrngiuBhea  Bhak- 
apeare's  &ther,  in  the  town  records  of  Stratfora-npon-Ayon, 
m>m  a  certain  John  Shakspeare,  a  shoemaker,  who  long 
troubled  and  confused  the  antiquaries.  Another  sister  of  the 
poet's  mother,  named  Christiuia,  was  married  to  Samuel 
Cooper,  the  celebrated  portrait-painter,  to  whom  both  Crom- 
well and  Charles  the  Second  sat,  and  whose  widow  is  said  to 
hare  enjoyed  a  pension  from  the  Erench  Court,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  similar  services  by  her  husband.  Cooper  was 
termed ''  Vandyke  in  miniature,*'  and  he  was  the  fhend  of 
Butler,  author  of  Hudibras — honourable  distinctions  to  him 
both  as  an  artist  and  a  man.  He  died  in  London  in  1672 ; 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  Popes  in  his  will — the  connexion 
was  in  all  probability  not  then  formed — ^but  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  the  will  is  "  Thomasin  Turner,*'  no  doubt  the 
mother  or  an  elder  sister  of  Mrs.  Cooper  and  Mrs.  Pope. 
Mrs.  Cooper  surviyed  till  1698,  and  from  her  will  we  learn 
something  of  other  maternal  relatives  of  the  poet.  She 
leaves  small  legacies  to  her  sisters,  Elizabeth  Turner,  Alice 
Mawhood,  Mary  Turner;  also  to  her  sister  Marc,  and  her 
sister  Jane  Smith ;  and  to  her  sister  Pope  is  this  bequest : 
^'Mj  necklace  of  pearl  and  a  grinding'sUme  and  muUer, 
and  mj  mother's  picture  in  limning. '  To  her  brothers 
(brothers-in-law),  Marc,  Calvert,  Pope,  and  Smith,  she  leaves 
each  a  broad  piece  of  gold.  The  poet,  then  only  five  years  of 
age,  is  not  forgotten :  "  To  my  nephew  and  godson,  Alexander 
Pope,  my  painted  china  dish,  with  a  silver  foot  and  a  dish  to 
set  it  in ;  and,  after  mv  sister  Elizabeth  Turner's  decease,  I 
give  him  all  my  books,  pictures,  and  medals  set  in  gold 
or  otherwise."  The  nephew,  even  in  infSuicy,  must  have  ex- 
hibited a  fondness  for  books  and  pictures,  and  his  personal 
deformity  combined  with  this  may  have  suggested  that  he 
should  become  an  artist  and  inherit  the  '' gnnding-stone 
and  muller"  which  his  unde-in-law  had  used  with  so  much 
success.  MJrs.  Cooper,  in  her  will,  desires  to  be  decently 
buried  at  the  parish  church  of  St.  Pancras,  ''as  near  my 
dear  husband  as  may  be ;"  and  against  the  south  wall  of 
St.  Pancras  Church  is  a  tablet,  surmounted  by  a  palette  and 

^^  Hnntei's  Deanfliy  of  Doncastflr,  v.  IL  p.  292. 
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pendlsi  to  the  memory  of  Samuel  Cooper :  ^'  the  arms  are 
those  of  Sir  Edward  Tomer,  Sp^er  of  the  House  of 
CommoziB  in  the  reign  of  CSharles  11.,  at  whose  en^ense  it  is 

C*  able  the  monument  was  erected."  ^    He  would  seem  at 
to  have  been  related  to  the  family  of  Mrs.  Cooper  and 
Mrs.  Pope. 

Of  no  less  than  fourteen  sisters  and  three  brothers  Edith 
Pope  came  at  last  to  be  the  sole  surriyor.  She  liyed  to  a  great 
age,  and  had  the  rare  felicity  of  seeing;  her  son — her  only 
<£ild — crowned  with  comparative  wealth  and  the  highest 
literary  honours,  the  companion  of  nobles,  and  the  first  poet 
of  his  age ;  and  she  experienced  jfrom  him  the  most  deroted 
attention  and  unbounded  affection. 

«  0  Friend!  may  each  domestio  bUss  be  tUne  1 
Be  no  «iipl«<fiH^'g  mdanchdlT  jn\n% ; 
Me,  let  tbB  tender  office  long  engage, 
To  rodL  the  cradle  of  zepoeing  age^ 
With  leident  arte  extend  a  motheir's  breath, 
Make  languor  sn^  and  smooth  the  bed  of  death, 
Explore  the  thonght,  explain  the  addng  ere, 
And  kee^  awhile  one  parent  from  the  Ay  r 

JSpitiU  to  ilrdidkiof. 

The  elder  Pope  had  been  successful  in  business.  He  had 
saved,  acoordiuR  to  the  poet's  friend,  Martha  Blount,  about 
..  10,000{.  His  fortune  was  probably  larger  than  this ;  but  he 
was  unambitious  and  fona  of  the  country;  and  when  the 
Beyolution  came,  destroying  the  hopes  and  eyen  endangering 
the  liyes  and  property  of  the  Boman  Catholics,  he  withdrew 
from  the  City.  He  was  then  only  fortr-siz  years  of  age ;  but 
hayine  only  one  son,  and  that  one  of  delicate  frame,  and  from 
tiie  rdigion  of  his  parents  disqualined  for  any  important  ciyil 
employment,  there  was  little  in  his  case  to  tempt  the  further 
pursmt  of  fortune.  He  may  not,  howeyer,  have  altogether 
abandoned  inrade  when  he  retired  from  London,^  and  it  is 

11  Chmninc^iam*B  Hand-book  for  London.  The  Trill  of  Hra.  Cooper  is 
praerred  in  DocUna*  Commons.  It  is  dated  Maj  16, 1698,  and  was  proTed 
on  tha  28th  of  August  of  the  same  year.  The  sole  executor  was  her  nephew, 
Samnel  ICawhood,  dtisen  and  fishmonger  of  London. 

»  Kr.  Bowles  was  informed  bjr  a  respectable  inhabitant  of  Binileld  (who 
had  seen  the  docmnent)  that  in  the  deed  hy  which  his  estate,  when  sold, 
was  conveyed,  he  was  entitled  "Alexander  Pope,  merchant  of  Kenrington." 
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certain  that  he  carried  his  careful  boaiiiefla  habits  into  the 
management  of  his  property  in  the  conntrj.    He  retired  to 


POPlfS  H0U8B  AT  BDCTIKLD. 

Binfield,  in  Windsor  forest,  about  nine  miles  from  the  town 

And  Dr.  WilMn,  a  fbnner  rector  of  Binfield,  stated  to  LyionSi  the  topo- 
grapher, that  Pope,  the  poet,  did  not  go  to  Binfleld  tm  he  was  six  yean  of 
aga  The  fiOfaer  may  hare  prevkmaly  resided  hi  Kensington,  but  we  hare 
no  eridenoe  of  such  residenoe^  In  his  wiU  made  in  Febniaiy  1710-11,  he 
Btyim  himself  "gentUman.*'  Heane,  the  antiquary,  who  had  a  gmdge  at 
the  poet  tor  the  sarcsstie  notice  of  him  in  the  Dondad,  has  the  following 
eozioas  entzy  hi  his  diary :  **17S9,  July  18,  Hr.  Alexander  Pope,  the  poefs 
fiUher,  was  a  poor,  ignorant  man,  a  tanner  at  Bhifield,  in  Bezks.  This  Hr. 
ATfirandftT  Pope  had  a  little  house  there,  that  he  had  from  his  &ther,  but 
hath  now  sold  it  to  one  Vi.  Tanner,  an  honest  man.  This  Alexander  Pope^ 
thon^  he  be  an  Knglish  poet,  yet  he  is  but  an  indiflfarent  scholar,  mean  at 
Lathi,  and  can  hardly  read  Gieek.  He  is  a  yfrr  ill-natured  man,  and 
covetous,  and  excessively  proud." — BeS^pdm  Hmntumm^  Oxford,  1867.  In 
another  plaoe^  Heame  styles  old  Pope  a  *'  sort  of  brdken  merchant,**  bat 
afterwards  remaria  that  he  left  his  son  8001  or  4001  a  year.  The  poet,  he 
says,  was  bom  at  Bhifield.  This  we  do  not  believe^  hot  the  assertion  that  a 
Hr.  Tanner,  **  an  honest  man,"  succeeded  the  Popes  at  Binfield,  is  supported 
by  a  note  of  DoDcastle^s,  Heane's  Snpp.  Yofaime,  p.  119. 
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of  Windsor,  and  two  from  the  post-town  of  Oakingbam  or 
Woldneham.  In  tbis  skirt  of  the  great  forest,  situated  in  the 
tract  edled  the  Boyal  Chase,  the  elder  Pope  purchased  twenty 
acres  of  land  and  a  small  house  near  the  public  road.  Eco- 
nomy was  necessary  in  the  management  of  theur  moderate 
competency,  especially  as  Catholics  were  then  subjected  to 
doable  taxes  as  well  as  penal  statutes.  The  retired  and 
cautious  merchant  is  said  to  have  put  his  money  in  a  strong- 
box and  lived  npon  the  principal;  and  tus  statement 
appearing  in  Buffnead's  Liie,  unaer  the  authority  of  War- 
burton,  was  continued  by  Johnson  and  all  the  subsequent 
biographers  of  Pope.  In  this,  however,  as  in  other  instances, 
Warburton  appears  to  have  known  little  of  the  family  history 
of  the  poet.  jSesides  Binfield,  the  elder  Pope  possessed  pro- 
perty at  Windsham,or  Windlesham,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
and  a  yearly  rent-charge  upon  the  manor  of  Buston,  in  Tork- 
shire.  He  had  also  monev  invested  for  himself  and  his  son  on 
Trench  securities,  to  all  which  father  and  son  devoted  prudent 
and  sealous  attention.^^  The  fisunily  was  comfortable — com- 
paratively rich  in  their  own  sphere  of  life,  which  shaded 
more  into  the  high  than  the  middle  rank  of  provincial  society. 
Pope,  in  one  of  his  letters,  has  said  ''that  he  never  had  a 
sister."  He  had,  however,  a  half-sister,  Magdalen,  the 
daughter  apparency  of  his  father  by  a  previous  marriage.^* 

^  In  June,  1718,  Pope  that  wrote  to  a  friend,  though  thepanage  does  not 
qipetr  in  any  of  the  printed  letters:  "I  have  a  kindness  to  beg^  of  70a— that 
yon  would  please  to  engage  either  your  son  or  some  other  ootiespondent  yon 
ean  dqwnd  npon  at  Paris,  to  take  the  tronble  of  looking  himself  into  the 
books  of  the  HAtel  de  Yille,  to  be  satisfied  if  onr  name  be  there  inserted 
fbr  8080  livns  at  ten  per  cent  life-rent  on  Sir  Richard  Cantilon*s  life,  to 
begin  lOdnunmer,  1706.  And  again  in  my  fether's  name,  for  my  life, 
tn  86S0  UvTos  at  ten  per  cent,  to  begin  Jnly,  1707.**  Again,  apparenUy  to 
die  same  correspondent;  **  We  are  all  yeiy  much  obliged  to  yon  for  the  care 
of  oar  little  aibir  abroad,  whidi,  I  hope,  yon  will  hAve  an  aocoimt  of;  or  else 
we  may  hsTS  great  canse  to  complain  of  Mr.  A.*s,  or  his  correspondent's 
nai^igenoe,  sfaioe  he  promised  my  father  to  write  (as  he  pressed  him  to  do) 
some  tfane  before  yoorjonmey.  He  has  received  the  fifth  bill,  but  it  seems 
the  interest  was  sgreed  at  6L  10s.  per  cent  in  the  bond,  which  my  fether 
liqri  hiioommands  npon  me  to  mention  as  a  thing  he  doubts  not  you  forgot** 
^Atkmaum,  July  8, 1854. 

1*  In  his  win  (see  Appendix),  Pope's  fether  mentions,  "  My  son-in-law, 
Charles  Baokett,  and  my  dleor  daughter  Magdalen."  We  agree  with  Mr. 
~     t  (Johnson's  lives,  V.  iiL  p.  4)  that  this  Isnguage  indicates  that 
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This  ladj  was  afterwards  manied  to  a  Mr.  Charles  Backett, 
of  StaiiieSy  in  MidcQeaex,  by  whom  she  had  three  sons,  and 
her  funily  was  regarded  wiw  kindred  affection  bj  Pope^  who 
assisted  them  literally  diujng  his  life,  and  made  a  pro- 
yision  for  them  by  his  wilL  The  utmost  harmony  seems  to 
haye  subsisted  between  the  two  fiimilies. 

Xbe  burdens  and  priyations  consequent  on  adherence  to 
the  Somish  Ohurch  appear  to  haye  been  borne  with  patience 
by  the  elder  Pope : 

^  And  oertdn  kws,  hy  toffBren  thon^t  ujnst, 
Denied  aU  postB  of  profit  or  of  trust : 
Hopes  after  hopes  <^  ^ous  Papists  ftSVdf 
While  mij^ity  WiulAnts  thundering  arm  prevafl'd. 
For  right  hereditary  taz^d  and  fln*d, 
He  stock  to  poverty  nith  peaoe  of  mind ; 
And  me  the  Mnses  hdp*d  to  undergo  it, 
Convict  a  P^dst  he^  and  I  a  poet" 

ImU.  qfEoraee,  Ep.iLh.iL 

The  laws  against  the  Boman  Catholics,  in  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  '*  mifi^hfy  William,"  were  marked  by  a  Draco-like 
seyerity,  but  wey  were  leniently  administerea.  By  the  act 
of  1700,  it  appears  that  perpetual  imprisonment  was  adjudged 
as  the  penalty  for  any  priest  exerdsmg  his  clerical  functions, 
with  a  premium  of  1002.  to  the  informer.  Eyery  Catholic 
was  required,  on  arriying  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  to  take  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  and  to  renounce  tronsub- 
stantiation;  without  which  he  coidd  not  purchase  or  inherit 
lands,  and  the  inheritance  passed  to  the  next  of  kin  being  a 
Protestant.    To  keep  a  school,  board  youth,  or  eyen  profess 

the  woman  was  nearer  related  to  him  than  the  man.  Yet  the  poet,  in  his 
win,  styles  Mrs.  BackettUs  sister-in-law.  In  some  legal  proceedings  hefore 
the  Prvogative  Court,  arisfaig  out  of  the  administntion  of  Pope*s  will,  Mn. 
Rackett  is  described  as  the  sister  and  next  of  kin  of  the  deceased,  and  such 
relationship  is  admitted  by  the  ezecntora.  She  must  hara  been  married 
while  the  £unily  resided  at  Binfield,  bat  as  this  was  before  the  Marriage  Act 
of  26tfa  George  H,  the  parties,  bdng  Catholics,  were  nnder  no  legal  obli^ 
gation  to  celd>nte  the  marriage  in  the  parish  chorch,  or  according  to  the 
ritual  of  the  Chorch  of  Eng^d.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Bandal,  of  Binfidd,  was 
kind  enough  to  examine  the  register  of  marriages  from  1690  to  1720,  but 
found  no  entry  of  the  marriage  cSf  Magdalen  Pope,  or  of  any  female  bearing 
the  Christian  name  of  MagdiJen. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  POFB  MAKBIOH  AT  BIKVIILD.  17 

Oflthdicism,  was  made  a  crime  liable  on  oonyiction  to  a 
penalty  of  lOOZ.  It  is  creditable  to  the  natiomd  character 
tiiat  thoQsh  our  ancestors  bad  tbe  biffotiy  to  pass  such  per- 
secoting  laws,  tbey  bad  not  the  craelty  to  cany  them  mto 
effect  in  tiie  same  spirit.  Tbe  CatboucSy  bowever,  were  a 
proscribed  dass,  and  bad  to  submit  to  popular  contumelj 
and  insult,  wfaicb  were  still  further  aggrayated  after  tbe  in- 
surrection of  1715.  No  popular  Toice  was  raised  in  their 
fayour.  Bolingbroke  was  among  the  le^fislatiYe  persecutors, 
Ghfftb  subscrioed  money  to  bum  effigies  of  tbe  pope  and 
cardinals,  Swift's  irony  and  indignation  sought  a  different 
dnection,  and  Pope  consulted  bis  ease  and  s&ty  in  silence. 
With  ^bated  breatb  and  whispering  bumblraess,"  tbe  Papists 
bdd  on  their  way,  and  such  nurture  was  ill-suited  to  tbe 
finmationof  an  erect  and  manly  spirit  in  tbe  poet  of  Windsor 
Forest* 
The  &?ourite  occupation  of  tbe  elder  Pope  was  bis  garden: 

**FIuiti,  canlifloweiB,  and  boMto  to  lear 
Hie  eadiest  mdons  of  tlie  year." 

And  bis  success  was  not  inconsiderable;  for  Sir  WSliam 
IVumbuU— a  retired  statesman,  whose  seat  was  about  two 
miles  distant — envied  Mr.  Pope's  skill  in  gardening,  and 
acknowledged  that  be  could  not  grow  such  artichokes  as 
those  which  the  retired  merchant  of  Binfield  occasionally 
presented  him  with.  The  Pope  mansion  was  described  by 
die  poet  as 

"  A  little  house,  frith  tieea  a  row, 
And  like  its  master  veiy  low." 

It  has  since  been  raised  and  transformed  into  a  handsome 
▼Ola  reridence.  Two  of  the  trees,  noble  elms,  still  remain  at 
the  gate  6l  tbe  bouse,  and  tbe  poef  s  study  has  been  pre- 
serred.  On  tbe  lawn  is  a  cypress-tree  whicb  Pope  is  said  to 
have  planted— a  tradition  common  to  all  poetical  residences. 
Milton  has  still  an  apple-tree  at  Horton  and  a  mulbeny-tree 
at  Cambridge ;  and  Shakspeare's  mulberry-tree,  with  the  story 
of  its  mtbless  and  Gbtbic  destructiim,  has  a  fiune  almost  as 
uniyersal  as  bis  dramas.  The  enthusiasm  of  poeticsl  admira- 
tion seeks  for  such  tangible  objects  as  seeming  to  giye  us  an 
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earthly  hold  on  immoital  minds,  and  inyests  them  mth  the 
interest  of  holy  relics.  Part  of  the  forest  of  Windsor  now 
bears  the  name  of  Pope's  Wood,  and  among  those  tall, 
spreading  beeches  with  smooth,  grey,  fluted  trunks,  he  first 
met  the  Muse,  and  **  lisped  in  numbers."^^  His  country  re- 
tirement and  sylvan  waJlui  were  highlj^  important  at  this  sus- 
ceptible period  of  life  in  the  formation  of  Pope's  poetical 
character.  He  soon  ceased  to  be  a  descriptive  poet,  and, 
with  a  weakness  observable  on  other  subjects,  he  depreciated 
what  he  did  not  adopt  or  prefer.  Description  was  with  him 
synonymous  with  imbecilify ;  but  the  censure  can  only  apply 
to  weak  versifiers  and  to  bad  description.  No  eminent  poet 
of  this  dass  who  has  made  nature  his  study  confines  himself 
wholly  to^  external  or  inanimate  phenomena.  Thomson  and 
Cowper  link  their  descriptions  to  the  natural  emotions  and 
finer  sentiments  of  the  heart,  and  to  fdl  the  healthful  and  ex- 
hilarating occupations  of  rural  life.  They  make  the  ^'world's 
tired  denizens'^  breathe  a  fresher  and  purer  existence ;  they 
connect  with  national  or  local  scenes  historical  and  patriotic 
events ;  or,  taking  a  wider  survey,  they  awaken  those  primary 
solemn  and  religious  feelings  with  wmch  men  in  all  ages  and 
countries  have  regarded  the  grander  aspects  of  the  visible 
universe.  Pope's  physical  coi^tution,  no  doubt,  helped  to 
shape  his  mental  nabits ;  but  it  was  fortunate  that  he  had 
this  early  taste  of  the  country.  His  recollections  of  Windsor 
Porest,  and  of  the  mornings  and  sunsets  he  had  enjoyed 
within  its  broad  circumference  of  shade,  or  from  the ''  stately 
brow"  of  its  historic  heights,  may  be  tracked  like  the  frew 
green  of  spring  along  we  fiery  course  of  his  satirei  and 

^  **Tliflve  was  a  ptrtknlar  beech-trae  imdflr  idildi  Pope  used  to  ait,  and 
it  is  the  tradition  of  the  place,  that  nnderthat  tree  beoompoeed  the  Windsor 
Forest  Tlie  origfaial  tree  befaig  decayed,  Lady  Gower  of  Bill-hin  had  a 
memorial  carved  upon  the  bark  of  another  Immediately  a^fdning :  *  Bxax 
PoPB  SwKQ,*  Duing  Lady  Qowei's  lillB  the  letters  were  new  cat  every 
three  or  four  years."— Boipfaf,  1806.  lliis  tree  was  destroyed  by  a  storm 
about  thirty  yean  sfaioe ;  but  there  is  stiU  a  fine  grove  of  beeches  on  the 
spot,  wUdi  te  derated,  and  commands  a  rich  and  extensive  view.  There 
are  no  traditional  aocoimts  of  Pope  or  of  any  of  liis  friends  extant  aboat 
BinSeld.  llie  nei^^bbocizhood  is  a  very  cAosi^Mftb  one^  and  no  (iu^ 
or  shnple,  has  been  there  long  enough  to  become  the  repository  of  any  tra- 
dition of  that  period. 
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tbroogh  the  mazes  of  his  metaphyBics.  Milton,  let  us  re- 
meml^y  was  fiuniliar  with  the  same  scenerjr.  Horton  is 
within  sight  of  Windsor,  and  the  great  poet  most  often  have 
listened  to  the  echoes  of  the  royal  chase  in  the  forest.  In 
his  fiTetyears  of  retirement  at  Horton — a  paradisiaoal  Instrom 
of  nnlnokoi  tranqniQity  and  study— AGlton  composed  his 
Ljcidas  and  Oomus,  and,  probably,  his  Allegro  and  Fense* 
rose.  There  he  inhaled  that  lore  of  nature  which  never  de- 
serted him,  eren  when  he  could  see  it  only  with  that  *' inward 
eye"  that  told 

(( Of  ihiiigi  Invisible  to  mortal  d^t** 

Pope  excelled  all  his  contemporaries,  and  led  the  public  taste 
in  graceful  and  picturesque  Jandscape  gardening.  He  had 
an  exqdsite  eye  for  dressed  nature^  nature  trimmed  by  Kent,^7 
the  lawn,  the  grore,  and  parterre ;  the  variety  ofperspectiye, 
the  multiplied  walks,  and  oounded  wilderness.  But  Milton's 
description  of  the  ^;arden  of  Eden  shows  how  well  the  epic 
bard  had  imbibed  m  youth,  and  intensely  appredated,  that 
true  taste  which  makes  art  the  handmaid  of  nature. 

from  his  infancy  Pope  was  considered  a  prodigy.  He  had 
inherited  from  his  &ther  a  crooked  body,  and  from  his  mo- 
ther a  sickly  constitution,  perpetually  suDJect  to  severe  head- 
aches; and  hence  ^[reat  care  and  tenderness  were  required 
in  his  nurture.  His  faithful  nurse,  Mary  Beach,  lived  to  see 
him  a  great  man;  and  when  she  died,  in  1725,  the  poet 
erected  a  stone  over  her  grave,  at  Twickenham,  to  tell  that 
Merander  Pope,  whom  she  nursed  in  infancy,  and  affec- 
tionately attended  for  twenty-eight  years,  was  grateful  for 
her  serrices.  He  had  nearly  lost  his  life  when  a  child,  from 
a  wild  cow  that  threw  him  down,  and  with  her  horns  wounded 
him  in  the  neck.  He  charmed  all  the  household  bv  his  gen- 
tleness and  sensibility,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  sweet* 

*'  ^  Pleased  let  me  own,  In  Esher's  peaoeftd  grove, 
Wbeie  Kent  and  Katnre  vie  fxx  Pelham*8  love." 

William  Kent  [bom  1685,  died  1748]  was  considered  bj  Walpole  tlie  in- 
ventor of  modem  gardening:  "he  leaped  the  snnk  fence  and  saw  that  all 
nature  was  a  garden."    Pope  both  ins^rncted  and  was  instnicted  hy  Kent. 
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noBB  of  his  Toioe,  was  called  '*  the  little  nkhtiiigale."  This 
distinction  seeniB  to  haye  continued,  for  Lord  Orreij  men- 
tions that  ''honest  Tom  Southern,"  the  dramatist,  used,  in 
advanced  life,  to  applj  to  him  the  same  musical  appellation. 
He  was  taught  his  letters  hj  an  old  aunt,  and  ne  taught 
himself  to  write  by  oopyiuf;  nom  printed  books.  This  art 
he  also  retained  through  life,  and  often  practised  with  sm- 
gular  neatness  and  proficiency.  Johnson  remarks  that  his 
ordinary  hand  was  not  elegant*  But  this  opuuon  must  haye 
been  formed  from  a  has^  survey  of  the  Homer  MSB.  in 
the  British  Museum,  wnich  are  carelessly  written  and 
crowded  with  interlineations.  His  letters  to  Heniy  Crom- 
well (the  originals  of  man^  of  which  still  exist),  his  letters 
to  laoies  and  his  inscriptions  in  books  presented  to  his 
finendi^  are  specimens  of  fine,  dear^  and  scholar-like  pen- 
manship. 

Pope's  first  education  was,  as  he  informs  Sj^noe,  **  ex* 
tremdy  loose  and  disconcerted.''  The  family  pnest,  named 
Banister,  taught  him  the  accidence  and  first  parts  of  nam- 
mar  by  adoptmg  the  method  followed  in  the  J  esuits'  sdiools 
of  teaching  the  rudiments  of  Latin  and  Gheek  together.  He 
then  attended  two  little  schools,  at  which  he  learned  nothing. 
The  first  of  these,  aooordine  to  Spenoe,  was  the  Catholic  se- 
minary at  Twyford,  near  Winchester,  but  it  is  as  likely  to 
haye  oeen  at  Twyford  on  the  riyer  Loddon,  near  Binfield. 
At  Twyford  he  remained  a  twelyemonth,  and  wrote  a  lam- 
poon on  his  master  for  some  faults  he  had  discovered  in  him 
— so  early  had  he  assumed  the  characters  of  critic  and  satirist. 
He  was  flogged  for  the  ofience^  and  his  indulgent  father,  in 
reeentinent,  took  him  away,  and  placed  him  in  a  London 
BchooL  Tim  was  kept  by  Thomas  Deane,  one  of  'Khifi 
James's  converts  in  Onord,  who  had  been  a  Fellow  of  IJni- 
versiiy  College,  but  declared  ^  non-socius"  after  the  Bevolur 
tion.  Deane  was  a  vain,  restless  controversialist^  and  had 
stood  in  the  piUor^  in  1691,  under  the  name  of  Thomas 
iPranks,  &r  concealing  the  author  of  a  libellous  pamphlet 
against  the  Qovenunent.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  author 
of  '^  An  Essay  towards  a  Proposal  for  Catholic  Communion," 
170^  but  this  work  seems  above  the  pitch  of  Us  intellect. 
He  was  often  in  prison,  and  was  all  his  life,  as  Pope  said,  '*a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


POPB  AT  SCHOOL  TB  LOKDOIT.  21 

doDO  to  some  prqjecfc  or  other.'*  ^  Deane  liad  a  school  first 
sfc  MaEylebone,  and  afterwards  at  Hyde  Fark-oomer,  at  both, 
of  which  Pope  was  under  his  charee.  ''I  begaa  writing 
Terses/'  he  says,  ^'fitfther  back  than  I  can  well  remember.'' 
Ogilby's  translation  of  Homer  was  one  of  the  first  lar^ 
poems  he  read,  and,  in  after  life,  he  spoke  of  the  rapture  it 
afforded  him.  ^  I  was  then  about  eight  years  old.  Tliis  led 
me  to  Sandys's  Ond,  which  I  liked  extremely,  and  so  I  did  a 
translation  of  part  of  Statius  by  some  Teiy  bad  hand.  When 
I  was  about  twel?e,I  wrote  a  Kind  of  play,  which  I  got  to  be 
acted  by  my  schodfellows.  It  was  a  number  of  speeches 
from  the  Inad  tacked  together  with  yerses  of  my  own." 
Buffhead  says  the  part  of  Ajaz  was  performed  by  ihe  mas- 
ter's gardener,  who  certainly  would  look  the  character,  how- 
erer  the  poe^  might  suffer,  better  than  his  juYenile  asso- 
ciates. Mr.  Deane  was  a  careless,  remiss  teacher,  and  what 
with  studying  plays  and  making  Terses,  and  attending  the 
theatre  in  company  with  the  older  boys.  Pope  made  so  little 
progress,  that  on  leaving  school  he  was  only  able,  he  says,  to 
coDsfcrue  a  little  of  Tully's  Offices.  He  was  better  acquainted 
with  Dryden  than  with  Cicero,  and  his  boyish  admiration  and 
curiosHy  led  him  to  obtain  a  sijght  of  the  living  poet.  He 
prevailed  upon  a  friend,  according;  to  Warburton,  to  accom- 
pany him  to  town  and  introduce  him  to  Will's  coffee-house, 
the  famous  resort  of  wits,  authors,  actors,  and  play-goers,  in 
Bow-street.  Mr.  Boscoe  conjectured  that  the  mend  alluded 
to  was  Sir  Charles  Wogan,  who,  in  a  letter  to  Swift,  boasts 
that  he  had  the  honour  of  bringing  Mr.  Pope  from  his  retreat 
in  the  Forest,  to  ^' dress  &  la  mode  and  introduce  at  Will's 
cofbe-house."   Now,  Pope  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when 

»  AJhinmrnRf  July  15, 1854.  Pope,  In  17S7,  whea  Detne  was  agalii  in 
pAMOU^  kindly  offered  to  contribute  towaida  a  small  yeariy  pension  to  his  old 
master.  A  correspondent  of  CnrU's,  **  £.  P."  giyes  an  aoconnt,  as  from  per- 
sonal knoiHedge,  of  Pope  hATing,  before  his  twelfth  year,  attended  a  school 
In  Deropshire-ttreet,  near  Bloomsbory,  tanght  by  another  convert  to  Popeiy, 
WUUam  Bromley.  The  incident  of  the  satire  and  the  whippfaig  is  transferred 
to  this  BchooL  (Pope*s  lit.  Gorresp.,  t.  iL)  Hie  narratlTe,  we  subset,  is 
febnlons — another  of  Pope's  tricks  on  ChulL  The  importance  of  the  poet  is 
always  k^np.  The  "late  Dnke  of  Norfolk"  was  at  tha  Devonshire  school 
shmg  with  «<Ks.  Alexander  Pope.** 
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Diyden  died,  and  the  idea  of  a  haj  of  twelve  dresaiiig  &  la 
mode  and  firequenting  a  ooffee-houBe  is  prepoBtetoos.  Sir 
Oharles  Wogan  must  have  referred  to  a  later  period. 
The  youthfof  poet  maj  liaye  been  taken  to  Will's  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  sight  of  Dryden,  but  it  is  as  likely 
Siat  he  had  stolen  awaj  from  his  school  at  Hyde  Park-comer 
to  watcb  Diyden  in  Grarard-street,  near  his  own  door,  or  haye 
seen  him  at  the  theatre  or  in  Tonson's  shop.  ''I  saw  Mx. 
Diyden,"  he  said  to  Spence, ''  when  I  was  about  twelve  years 
of  age.  I  remember  his  face  weQ,  for  I  looked  upon  him  even 
then  with  veneration,  and  obsmed  him  very  lArticularly.'* 
He  barely  saw  him,  as  he  said  to  Wydheiiey — VirpUum  tai^ 
turn  vidi;  but  he  remembered  that  he  was' plump,  of  a  fresh 
colour,  with  a  down  look,  and  not  very  conversable — agreeing 
with  Dryden's  own  confession — 

**  To  learning  bred,  I  knew  not  what  to  aay.** 

But  in  his  highest  mood  of  inspiration,  as  when  composing 
his  great  Ode--Hntting  out  the  summer  niffht  in  tremulous 
excitement,  his  grey  locks  waving  in  the  earfy  dawn — ^Diyden 
was  a  very  different  sort  of  person.  Dr.  Johnson  finely  re- 
marks, ''who  does  not  wish  that  Diyden  could  have  known 
the  viJue  of  the  homage  that  was  paid  him,  and  foreseen 
tiie  greaiaiess  of  his  younff  admirer  f '^  Tet,  considering  the 
perilB  and  uncertainly  of  a  literary  life,  its  precarious  re- 
wards, feverish  anxieties,  mortifications,  and  disappointments, 
joined  to  the  tyraDny  of  tbe  Tonsons  and  Lintots,  and  the 
malice  and  envy  of  dunces^all  of  which  Drvden  had  long 
and  bitterly  experienced— the  aced  poet  could  hardly  have 
looked  on  the  delicate  and  deformed  boy,  whose  preter- 
natural acuteness  and  senribililrv  were  seen  in  his  keen  dark 
^es,  without  a  feeling  approaching  to  grief,  had  he  known 
that  he  was  to  fight  a  battle  like  that  under  which  he  was 
himself  then  sinking,  even  though  the  Temple  of  Fame 
should  at  length  open  its  portals  to  receive  him.^*    The  die. 

It  A  iimflar  act  of  homage,  among  many  othen,  was  paid  to  Pope  hhn* 
self  by  a  yooth  who  alao  rose  to  wninmce.  Nonthcote,  in  his  Life  of  B^« 
nolds,  mentions,  that  one  day  at  a  public  auction,  nomennisly  attended,  Pqie 
unexpectedly  made  his  ^ipearanoe.    The  moment  he  was  seen  a  whiqier 
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however,  was  cast.  "  My  next  period,"  says  Pope,  "was  in 
Windsor  Forest,  where  I  sat  down  with  an  eam^  desire  of 
reading,  and  applied  as  constantly  as  I  could  to  it  for  some 
years.  I  was  oetween  twelve  and  thirteen  when  I  went  thi- 
ther, and  I  contmned  in  this  close  pursuit  of  pleasure  and 
languages  till  nineteen  or  twenty.  Considering  how  very 
litUe  I  had,  when  I  came  from  sdiool,  I  think  I  may  be  said 
to  have  taught  myself  Latin  as  well  as  French  and  Greek,  and 


POFB  ASD  SIB  JOSHUA  BEYVOLDe  DT  AS  AUCnOH  BOOK. 

in  all  these  my  chief  way  of  getting  them  was  by  trandation." 
He  afterwards  said  of  himself, 

paned  Umnij^  the  room,  an  ayenne  was  formed  to  admit  his  free  approach, 
erery  hand  iras  stretched  out  to  bid  him  welcome,  and  the  ftitaze  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  snooeeded,  by  thrusting  his  hsnd  nnder  the  srm  of  another  person, 
to  catch  hold  of  that  of  the  poet 
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^  Bred  Txp  at  home,  ftiU  eaiiy  I  began 
To  zead  In  Greek  tlie  wrath  of  Feins*  son.** 

No  critical  scliolary  howoTer,  has  given  Pope  credit  for  Brofi- 
ciencjr  in  the  language  of  Homer,  or  pronounced  his  sciieme 
(^  aelf-inatruction  to  have  been  a  successful  ezpariment.  He 
forced  his  w2lj  into  the  chambers  of  ancient  literature,  but 
he  never  obtamed  complete  possession  of  the  treasures  with 
which  thejr  are  stored.  His  case  may  be  held  to  support  the 
argument  in  favour  of  public  schools ;  but  at  the  same  time 
it  affords  an  animating  example  to  the  young  student  who 
has  been  denied  the  inestimable  advantages  of  early  training 
and  discipline. 

Oassic  studies  wa?e  varied  by  attempts  at  original  compo- 
sition. Pope's  father  used  to  set  him  when  very  young  to 
make  verses ;  and,  as  his  mother  related  to  Spence,  often  sent 
himbadcto^' new  turn"  them,  saying,  '''These  are  not  good 
rhymes,'  for  that  was  my  hnsl^na's  word  for  verses."  The 
pupil,  however,  soon  shot  £ur  shead  of  his  master.  His  Ode 
on  Solitude  was  written,  he  says,  when  he  was  not  twelve 
years  old,  and  a  Paraphrase  on  Thomas  4  Kempisj  recently 
published,  is  also  marked  by  tiie  author  as  ^  dcme  at  twelve 
years  oldJ'  The  train  oS  eeotiment  and  imagery  in  tiiese 
poems  ezhibitB  Pope  ia  his  most  engagiz^  mood — as  the 
retired,  pious  boy,  <dtamiii|[  his  parents  hj  his  poetical 
taknts  and  affectionate  sweetoees,  and  ddightmg  to  contem- 
plate in  his  forest  soUtade  a  life  of  leisure  and  study.  But 
this  was  only  a  part  of  his  natare.  Other  powers  and  pas- 
sionfl  were  devdc^bg  themselves  in  secret.  His  prcmeness 
to  satire  was  fiO(m  manifested,  and  some  verses  which  he 
wrote,  when  only  fourteen,  on  Elkanah  Setfle,  the  Oitv 
poet,  and  the  Doeg  of  Dryden's  Absalom  and  Achitophel, 
are  highly  characteristic  as  well  as  remarkable  for  their 
ability.  Some  of  Pope's  translations  and  imitations  of  the 
English  poets  ^o  back  to  nearlv  the  same  period,  and  all 
evince  great  skill  and  command  of  versification.  Li  this 
branch  of  his  art.  Pope  unquestionably  surpassed  Iffilton, 
Cowley,  or  Chatterton,  whose  early  productions,  though 
more  strongly  imbued  with  poetical  iancy  and  ambition 
(poor  Chatterton  at  twelve  or  thirteen  had  aU  the  ''fine 


Digitized  by 


Google 


POXnCAIi  LBBB0H8.  2S 

trandanazy  maduesB*'  of  the  creatiye  poet)»  are  crude  and 
defectiye  in  style.  Pope  as  a  yersifier  was  never  a  boy.  He 
was  bom  to  refine  our  numbers  and  to  add  the  cliann  of 
finished  ele^ce  to  onr  poetical  literature,  and  he  was  ready 
for  his  mission  at  an  age  when  most  embryo  poets  are  labour- 
ing at  syntax,  or  struggling  for  expression.  Nor  was  it  only 
his  taste  and  fine  ear  for  metrical  harmony  that  were  thus 
«arly  dereloped.  His  power  of  condensing  thought  and  em- 
bodying observation  in  lan|[uage  terse  and  appropriate,  his 
critical  judgment^  the  satirical  bias  of  his  mind,  and  a  ten- 
dency, it  must  be  confessed,  to  dwell  on  indelioite  and  dis- 
agreeable  images,  all  are  visible  in  these  juvenile  poems. 
Waller,  Spenser,  and  Drvden  were  Fi^'s  favourite  poets, 
and  when  a  boy,  he  said,  he  could  distinguish  the  difference 
between  softness  and  sweetness  in  their  versification.  On  the 
same  points,  Dryden  is  found  to  be  softer,  Wallor  sweeter; 
and  the  same  distinction  prevails  between  Ovid  and  VirgiL 
The  Eclogues  of  Virgil  he  thought  the  sweetest  poems  in  the 
world.  Some  further  notices  of  Fope^s  boyish  studies  and 
predilections  are  given  in  Spence: 

''The  epic  poem,  which  I  b^^  a  little  after  I  was  twelve,  was 
Alcander,  riince  of  Rhodes.  There  was  an  mader-water  scene  in  the 
first  book;  it  was  in  the  Archipelago.  I  wrote  four  hooks  toward  it 
of  about  a  tkonsand  verses  each;  and  had  the  copy  by  me  till  I  burnt 
it  bj  the  advice  of  the  Bishop  of  Eochestez;  a  uttle  before  he  went 
abroad.  I  endeavoured  (said  lie,  smiling)  in  this  poem  to  oolleot  all 
the  beanties  of  the  great  epic  writers  mto  one  piece:  there  was 
MlUm's  stjrle  in  one  part,  and  CJowle/s  in  another;  here  the  strle  of 
Spenser  imitated,  and  theare  of  Statins ;  here  Homer  and  Yirgil,  and 
there  Ovid  and  dandian.''  It  was  an  imitative  poem,  then,  as  your 
other  exercises  were  imitations  of  this  or  that  storjP  ''Just  tliat." 
Mr.  Pope  wrote  verses  imitative  of  sounds  so  early  as  in  this  epic 
poem. 

^  *  Shkldii  liehuB,  and  swords  aUjang^  as  fbej  bang, 
And  BOimd  fonnidinoiis  with  angry  dang.* 

"^lere  were  also  some  couplets  in  it  which  I  have  since  inserted 
in  some  of  my  other  poems  without  any  alteration.  As  in  the  Essay 
on  Critioism: 
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^  *  Whofle  honovrs  wiUi  increase  of  ages  grow, 
As  streams  rdl  down  enlarging  as  th^  flow.* 

"  Another  couplet  in  the  Donoiad : 

"  'As  man's  meanders  to  the  vital  spring 

Bon  all  their  tides,  then  back  their  drdes  bring.* 

'*In  the  scattered  lessons  I  used  to  set  myself  about  that  time  I 
translated  aboye  a  quarter  of  the  Metamorphoses,  and  that  rart  of 
StatiTU  which  was  anerwards  printed  vith  the  corrections  of  WalsL 
My  next  work  after  my  epic  was  my  Pastorals,  so  that  I  did  exactly 
wnat  Tirgil  says  of  himself: 

«<  ( Com  canerem  regea  et  proeUa,  (^thins  anrem 
Yellit,  et  admonnit;  pastorem,  Tityre,  pingnes 
Pasoere  oportet  ovea ;  dednctmn  dicere  carmen.*— iSb&^.  yL  8. 

[**  *  I  first  transfiBrred  to  Borne  SidUan  strains ; 

Nor  blndi*d  the  Doric  Muse  to  dwdl  on  Mantiisn  plains. 

But  when  I  tried  her  tender  voice,  too  yonng. 

And  flfl^ting  kfaigs  and  bloody  battles  song, 

AmdUo  cheek*d  my  pride,  and  bade  me  feed 

My  fSittwiing  flodcs,  nor  dare  beyond  the  n^''~~DrydaL} 

"I  tranahited  Tolly's  piece  De  Senectute  in  this  early  period,  and 
there  is  a  copy  of  it  in  Lord  Oxford's  library.  My  wnt  takmg  to 
imitating  was  not  out  of  vanity  but  humility.  I  saw  how  defecnive 
my  own  thinffs  were,  and  endeavoured  to  mend  mv  manner  by  copy- 
ing good  strokes  from  others.  My  epic  was  about  two  years  in  hand, 
from  thirteen  to  fifteen." 

These  citations  exhibit  the  early  tastes  and  indefatigable 
application  of  Pope.  There  are  errors,  however,  in  Spence's 
Btatement,  which  forbid  implicit  reliance  on  all  his  roTe- 
lationsi^  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  none  of  Pope's 

*•  Atterimry,  tor  example,  did  not  advise  the  burning  of  the  epic  poem. 
In  a  letter  to  Pope^  Feb.  18, 1717,  he  aays,  '*  I  am  not  sorry  yoor  Al<inder 
is  burnt;  had  I  known  yoor  intentions  I  would  have  interceded  fbr  the  first 
page,  and  put  it,  with  yoor  leave,  among  my  cariosities.**  This  was  six 
years  before  Atterbury  went  abroad.  There  is  no  evidence  of  Walsh  having 
corrected  the  Statins;  Cromwell  was  the  party,  thong^  Walsh  corrected  the 
Pastorals.  Spenoe  also  makes  Pope  say,  that  he  submitted  the  Essay  on 
Criticism  to  Walsh  in  the  year  1706,  whereas  it  was  not  written  tfll  1709, 
a  year  after  Walsh's  death. 
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jxrvenile  poems  i^ere  published  before  he  was  in  his  twen- 
tieth jeaXf  and  it  is  probable  that  all  underwent  careful 
onrection.  Even  after  their  publication  nuuiy  (induding 
the  Ode  on  Solitude)  were  retouched.  He  was  too  criticJ, 
and  too  jealous  of  his  reputation,^  to  suffer  any  gross  verbal 
inaccuracies  or  puerilities  to  remain  even  in  his  specimens  of 
youthful  composition.  He  never  tired  of  correcting^  and  the 
Jimm  labor  was  seldom  misplaced. 

The  system  of  sdf-tuition  by  which  Pope  endeayoured  to 
acquire  the  Latin  and  Greek  was  unsuited  to  modem  lan« 
guageSy  in  which  pronunciation  forms  so  essential  a  part.  He 
therafore,  in  his  fifteenth  year,  went  to  London  to  learn 
iFrench  and  Italian.  In  the  mmily  at  Binfield  this  was  looked 
upon  as  "a  wildish  sort  of  resolution,"  for  as  his  health 
would  not  permit  him  to  travel,  they  could  not  see  any 
reason  for  it.  Mrs.  Backett  said  her  brother  "  had  a  maddisn 
way  with  him,"  and  "Bag  Smith"  (Edmund  Smith,  the  dm- 
matic  poet),  after  being  in  Pope's  company  when  he  was 
about  fourteen,  pronounced  the  oracuhir  opinion  that  the 
young  feUow  would  "either  be  a  madman  or  make  a  very  great 
poet."*^  Pope  never  wanted  the  golden  curb  of  prudence  in 
forming  literary  plans  and  decisions  on  men  or  nooks;  but 
his  eager  thirst  for  knowledge,  his  incessant  studies,  im- 
patience, and  irritabiUi^  must  often  have  made  him  appear 
wayward  and  capricious  in  the  family  circle,  though  his  talents 
and  affectionate  disposition  rendered  him  an  object  of  all  but 
idolatry.  He  did  not  make  much  progress  with  his  Prench 
and  Italian  in  London.  Voltaire  said  rope  knew  nothing  of 
French,  but  it  is  evident  he  could  read  it.^  With  ItaBan 
literatiTO  he  never  evinced  any  acquaintance ;  and  after  a 
few  months'  stay  in  the  metropolis,  the  impatient  poet  aban- 

^  Spenoe,  Singer't  edit  p.  25.  Most  of  the  details  of  Pope*a  eariy  lift  are 
drawn  from  tibSs  popular  wock. 

a  lUnstratioiia  A  this  occur  in  the  eady  letters  to  CromwelL  He  read 
Yoitoie.  He  had  also  sent  Us  friend  some  "  love  verses**  tat  ootrection,  and 
on  reoehring  CrDntwen*s  strictures  he  replies,  "Your  Judgment  of  'em,  which 
gougipem  ^rmck,  is  (I  think)  very  ric^t** .  The  words  in  italics  are  in  the 
ori^nal,  not  in  the  printed  copies.  Yet  ive  find  Pope  using  the  following 
ffaraaa  of  sapeaaipUon ;  ^A  Mademoiselles  Therese  and  Marth.  Blount.** 
'  An  Mftflfgiwrfiyllfff,  Mademoiselles  de  M^plf'^Ti^^T"-** 
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doned  tlie  aid  of  masters,  and  waa  again  al(me  at  Ilia  rtadies  in 
the  Porest.  He  had  then  what  he  termed  his  great  reading 
period  (tf  several  j|rears.  *' I  followed  everywhere  as  my  fimc^ 
led  me,  and  waa  like  a  bo^  gathering  flowers  in  the  fields  uid 
woods,  just  as  they  fall  in  his  way."  The  five  or  six  years 
spent  in  this  way  he  looked  back  upon  as  the  happiest  part 
of  his  life,  though  he  also  tdd  Spence  that  he  was  seven 
years  (from  the  age  of  twenty  to  twenty-seven)  nnlftaming 
what  he  had  then  acquired.  We  question  whether  he  coula 
have  followed  a  better  plan ;  but  his  constant  application 
at  length  told  on  liis  health  and  spirits.  Medical  assistance 
proved  firuitless— for  his  imagination  was  no  doubt  half  the 
disease— ftnd  in  despondency^  he  lay  down  prepared  to  die. 
HJe  sent  farewells  to  his  mends,  and  amongst  these  was 
a^  priest,  Thomas  Bouthcote,  who,  on  receiving  Pope's  vale- 
dictory communication,  went  immediately  to  conisult  Dr. 
Baddifie,  the  eccentric  but  able  physician.  Baddifie's  pre- 
scription was  a  very  simple  one — ^the  youngman  was  to  stndy 
less  and  ride  on  horseback  every  jlay.  With  this  recipe 
the  Es&er  posted  to  Binfield,  and  rope,  having  the  good 
sense  to  follow  the  prescribed  course,  speedily  got  welL 
Southcote's  timely  aid  was  not  forgotten.  Twenty  years 
aftervrards  the  poet,  hearing  of  a  vacant  abbacy  at  Avignon, 
wrote  immediately  to  Sir  Itobert  Walpole,  requesting  his 
influence  with  Cardinal  IBleury  to  obtain  the  appointment 
for  his  friend.  Walpole  applied  to  his  brother  Horace,  then 
British  Ambassador  to  the  French  Court,  and  Southcote  was 
made  Abbot.  The  incident  is  a  pleasing  one,  and  honourable 
to  all  parties. 

"Pope  in  his  sixteenth  year  was  engaged  on  his  Pastorals. 
Dreams  of  the  ffolden  age  and  of  rural  innocence,  which  have 
long  since  &dea  even  mm  our  poetry,  were  congenial  to  the 
young  dasuc  student  in  Winasor  f'orest.  The  ideas  and 
imaees  he  found  in  Theocritus,  Virgil,  and  Spenser,  "  whose 
works,"  he  says,  ^'  as  I  had  leisure  to  study,  so  I  hope  I  have 
not  wanted  care  to  imitate."  The  yersification  viras  his  chief 
object,  and  he  elaborated  it  with  such  attention  to  the  sweeU 
nes8  he  prized  in  Yirgil  and  Waller,  and  with  such  exactness 
and  nicety  in  the  construction  of  his  lines,  that  even  in 
advanced  life,  when  poetry  had  loug  been  his  study,  he  con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WYOHBBLET,.  29 

Btdered  the  Ftotorals  tbe  most  correct  and  miisical  of  all  his 
works.  The  manuscript  was  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  his 
neighbour^  Sir  William  Trumbull,  who  ma^  be  considered  as 
Fope*s  earliest  paiaron,  though  in  his  case  patronage  never 
degenerated  into  dependence  or  seryiliigr.  The  paternal  cell 
and  limited  fortune  at  Binfield  securea  independence.  Sir 
William  Trumbull  was  a  benevolent  and  accomplished  man. 
After  long  public  and  diplomatic  service,  first  as  Ambassador 
at  the  Ottonan  Porte,  and  subse^ently  as  Secretary  of  State 
to  Emg  William  HI.,  he  retiredm  the  year  169?  to  his  native 
village  of  Easthampstead,  and  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the 
Popes  at  Binfield.  He  read  the  manuscnpt  of  the  Pastorals 
in  the  year  l7(Mr;  and  notwithstanding  tie  dispariiy  in  age 
and  circumstances,  the  acquaintance  between  the  travelled 
kn^ht  and  the  retired  young  poet  soon  ripened  intoacordial 
intimacy.  They  rode  out  together  almost  daily,  read  their 
fiivonrite  classic  authors  together,  and  when  absent  kept  up 
a  correspondence.  Sir  Wilfiam  was  the  &st  to  suggest  to 
Vope  that  he  should  undertake  a  translation  of  the  Biad. 
Some  yean  later,  when  the  young  poet  had  been  drawn  into 
the  vodiez  of  gay  and  not  very  sdect  society,  the  old  states- 
man, with  paternal  anxiety,  wrote  to  him,  earnestly  beseech- 
ing that  he  would  get  outof  all  tavern  company,  and  fly  away 
tamguam  ex  ineendio.  ^  What  a  misery  is  it  for  you  to  be 
destroyed  by  the  foolish  kindness  (it  is  all  one  whether  real 
or  pretended)  of  those  who  are  able  to  bear  the  poison  of  bad 
wine,  and  to  engage  you  in  so  unequal  a  combat!'* 

The  first  of  Pope's  "poet  firiends"  was  Wjrcherley,  the 
*^  earliest  of  the  duefis  of  our  prose  drama,"  as  his  latest  and 
best  edit(nr,  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt^  terms  him,  and  whom  the 
weight  of  sixty-four  years,  and  a  life  as  careless  and  as 
stamgely  diversified  as  that  of  any  of  the  fine  gentlemen  in 
his  comedies,  had  neither  sobered  nor  depressed.  He  had 
what  Pope  called  "  the  nobleman  look  ;'^  he  was  still  a  wit 
and  beau,  but  in  ruins.  As  the  author  of  the  Plain  Dealer, 
the  friend  of  Di^den,  and  the  once-fashionable  and  irre- 
sistible courtier,  Wycherley  had  powerful  attractions  for 
young  Po^.  Li  town,  he  says,  he  ^^ran  after  him  like  a 
dog,"  and  in  his  letters,  he  ovdrfiowed  with  elaborate  expres- 
sions of  humility  and  gratitude.    His  first  glimpses  of  town 
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life  and  oofie-honae  society  were  opened  np  by  this  acnnidnt* 
ance.  'WVoberiey,  in  his  torn,  was  willing  to  profit  by  the 
liteiazy  tdenta  of  bis  new  fiiend.  **  I  am,"  said  the  dia- 
matisty  ^like  an  old  rook  who  is  mined  by  gaolng,  and 
forced  to  live  on  the  good  fortune  of  the  poahing  yoong  men 
whose  fiyicies  are  so  yi|;;orons  that  ther  ensure  their  suooess 
in  thdr  adTcntures  with  the  Muses.'^  And  acting  in  the 
spiritof  this  self-abasing  dedaration,  he  submitted  his  poems 
to  his  pushing  youns  friend  for  correction.  Gil  Bias  was 
not  then  written,  and  Pope  undertook  the  perilous  office. 
At  first  he  anpears  to  haTO  succeeded  to  the  satis&ction  of 
Wycherley,  wno  longed  to  reap  a  fresh  har?est  of  poetical 
honours.  ^  You ha^"  he  said,  "pruned  my  fiMling  laurels 
of  some  superfluous,  sapless,  and  dead  branches,  to  make  the 
remainder  uye  tiie  longer ;  and  thus,  like  your  master  Apollo, 
you  are  at  once  a  poet  and  a  physician."  The  next  applica- 
tion was  of  a  sharper  and  less  palatable  description,  rope 
sfud  he  had  contracted  some  of  the  pieces,  "  as  we  do  sun- 
beams, to  improye  their  eneigr  and  force;"  some  he  took 
ouite  away,  '^  as  we  take  brandies  from  a  tree  to  add  to  the 
mdt ;''  and  others  he  "  entirely  new  expressed  and  turned 
more  into  poetry."  And  he  adds,  "  Donne,  like  one  of  his 
successors,  imd  infinitely  more  wit  than  he  ?ranted  yersifica- 
tion ;  for  the  great  dealers  of  wi^  like  those  in  trade,  take 
least  pains  to  set  off  their  goods;  while  the  haberdashers  of 
small  wit  spare  for  no  deo(mdioiis  or  ornaments.  You  haye 
commissioDed  me  to  paint  your  shop,  and  I  haye  done  my 
best  to  brush  you  up  uke  your  neighbours."  The  somewhi^ 
mortffled  wit  grumoled  forth  thanks.  As  to  the  yerses, 
he  said,  "let  them  undergo  ypur  pwyatory^'*  and,  by  way 
of  sedatiye^  he  threw  out  a  hope  that  his  critic's  "great, 
yigorous,  and  actiye  mind  woula  not  be  able  to  destroy  his 
little,  tender,  and  crasy  carcase."  The  "iufidlible  Pope" 
proceeded,  and  letters  were  interchanged  frill  of  forced 
wit  and  hoUow  professions  of  sreat  regard.  In  private 
Wycheriey  is  reported  to  haye  said  that  Pope  was  "not  able 
to  mtkd  a  suit  of  dothes,  but  could  perhaps  turn  ui  old 
coat."  Pope  said  that  Wycherley's  memory  was  gone,  so 
that  he  was  constantly  repeating  the  same  thoughts  and 
expressions.  At  length  the  young  critic  boldly  suggested,  that 
with  regard  to  some  of  tfe  pieces,  it  would  be  better  to  de- 
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stroy  the  whole  frame,  and  redace  them  into  single  thon^^ts 
in  prose,  in  the  manner  of  Bochefoncanlfs  Humns.  This 
staggered  Wjcherler,  and  brought  the  fuoe  of  poet  and 
critic  to  an  end.  The  nnforfconate  mannscnpts  were  re- 
called, and  Pope  about  the  same  time  wrote  to  say,  that  as 

merely  marlring 
therepetitionson 
themarginwould 
not  get  rid  of 
those  repetitions, 
nor  rectify  the 
method,  connect 
the  matter,  or  im- 
proyethepoetey, 
it  was  his  opinion 
and  desire,  that 
his  friend  should 
take  the  papers 
out  of  hisnands! 
There  is  a  dash  of 
petulance  in  this 
closing  epistle, 
and  Mr.  Jieigh 
Hunt's  summing 
up  is  the  correct 
one:  "Of  the 
two,  "Wycherley 
appears  to  haye 
wTCHBBLBT.  l)een  less  in  the 

wrong,  but  then 
his  experience  left  him  the  smaller  excuse  for  not  foreseeing 
the  result."  Hie  correctness  of  Pope's  judgment  was  fully 
yerified  by  the  posthumous  publication  of  W ycherley's  poems, 
which  were  giyen  to  the  world  in  1728,  edited  by  Theobald. 
The  pieces  are  wholly  unworthy  the  author  of  the  Plain 
Dealer ;  but  the  **  Maxims  and  Moral  Beflections''  in  prose 
— ^three  hundred  and  eight  in  number,  and  fflling  sixty-eight 
pages — bear  traces  of  acute  obserration  and  correct  tbou^t, 
and  could  not  all  haye  been  reduced  from  the  anile  yerses.  In 
the  poetry.  Pope's  corrected  or  contributed  lines  are  easily 
discernible— especiaUy  in  the  first  piece  on  "  The  Various 
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IMSzed  Life."  He  brought  the  skill  of  the  artist  to  the  ob» 
serration  and  wit  of  tiie  man  of  the  world,  who,  eyen  in  his 
dotage,  waa  no  ordinary  thinker.  The  dramatist  lived  five 
years  after  the  dose  of  this  correspondence.  By^  the  help  of 
common  friends  a  reconciliation  was  effected!,  and  Po^ 
▼isitedWychedey  in  his  last  illness.  Of  this  serio-comic 
scene  he  has  giTen  a  description  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr. 
Edward  !l^untr 

**  Jan.  SI,  1715-16. 

"  I  know  of  noUdng  that  wiU  be  so  interesting  to  yo«  at  present 
as  some  droomstanoes  of  the  last  act  of  that  emiaent  ooiak  poet,  and 
our  fidend,  Wyehedey.  He  had  dten  tdd  me,  as  I  doidbt  itot  he  did 
all  his  acQTiaiiitanoe,  that  he  would  many  as  soon  as  his  life  was  de- 
spaired o£  Aooordrnj^ly,.  a  few  days  before  his  death,  he  vnderwent 
the  ceremony;  and  jomed  together  those  two  sacraments,  which. wise 
men  say,  shonld  be  the  last  we  reeene;  for,  if  jqsol  observe,  matri- 
mony is  pboed  after  extreme  mietfoa  in  onr  eateeliami  as  a  kind  of 
hint  of  tne  order  of  time  is  lidiiohthej  are  to  be  taken.  Theoldman 
then  k^  down,  satisfied  IB  the  eonsoenoeaf  bsrfBig  bytkiioneaot 
paid  ks  jnst  debts,  obliged  a  woaan^  who  (he  was  td^  had  merit, 
and  shown  an  heroio  resentment  of  the  ilkisatt  of  k»  next  heir. 
Some  hundred  pounds  which  be  bad  with  the  afydlBohaiged  these 
debts;  ajomtoieof  fonrhnndredaycarmadeherareooniiGpseian^ 
the  nephew  be  left  to  comfort  biaiself  aa  w^  as  he  coda,  witk  the 
miserable  remains  of  a  mortgaged  estate.  I  saw  our  fidend  twice 
after  this  was  done,  less  peevish  in  has  si^nesB  tiisB  he  nsed  to  be  in 
his  health;  neither  much  a&aid  of  4jp& xor  (whu^in  Mm  had  been 
more  likely)  much  ashamed  of  manying.  ^  The  erening  before  be  ex- 

gired,  he  called  his  yoni^  wife  to  the  bedside,  and  ean^ly  entretited 
er  not  to  deny  him  one  request,  the  last  he  should  make.  XJoon  her 
assurances  of  consenting  to  it,  ne  told  her,  '"Mj  dear,  it  is  omy  this, 
that  you  will  neyer  many  an  did  man  again.'  I  cannot  help  remark- 
inff,  that  sickness,  whicn  often  destroys  both  wit  and  wisdom,  yet 
selaom  has  power  to  remoye  that  talent  which  we  call  humour.  JDr. 
Wycheriey  showed  his,  even  in  this  last  comfdiment ;  though  I  think 
his  request  a  little  hard,  for  why  should  he  bar  her  nom  doubling  her 
jointure  on  the  same  eai^  terms  P 

"  So  trivial  as  these  circumstanoes  are,  I  should  not  be  displeased 
myself  to  know  such  trifles,  when  they  concern  or  charactense  any 
eminent  person.  Hie  wisest  and  wittiest  of  men  are  seldom  wiser  or 
wittier  tnan  others  in  these  sober  moments.  At  least,  our  friend 
ended  much  in  the  charact(a  he  had  lived  in :  and  Horace's  rule  for  a 
play  may  as  well  be  applied  to  him  as  a  phiy-wright. 
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*' '  SflTveUir  ad  inmm 
Qnalis  ab  inoepto  piooesserit,  et  sfti  oonstet'  ** 

[**  Frran  his  fint  entranoe  to  the  closing  soene, 
Let  him  one  eqoal  character  maintain.** — FrancuJ] 

Wjcherhj  Bubmitted  the  Pasfcorals  to  Walsh,  whose  poems 
aie  still  printed^  though  veiy  rarely  reai^  in  our  collections 
of  the  English  poets.  His  name  then  stood  high  as  a  scholar 
and  critic;  he  dressed  well,  as  Dennis  has  recorded,  was 
knight  of  the  shire  in  Parliament,  and  lived  in  ease  at  his 
seat  of  Abberlejf  in  Worcestershire,  from  admiration  of 
the  pastoral  poet,  Wakh  invited  him  to  the  country ;  and 
Po^  passed  part  of  the  summer  of  1705  at  Abberley.  GDhis 
notice  was  highly  gratifying  to  him.  Walsh's  name  would 
not  now  ''raise  a  spirit,"  but  there  can  be  no  question  that 
his  praise,  encouragement,  and  correspondence,  did  much  at 
this  time  for  Pone.  They  discussed  the  art  of  poetry  and 
the  principles  of  versification;  and  Walsh  gave  him  one 
advice  which  was  too  congenial  to  be  ever  forgotten.  He 
t(dd  him  that  there  was  one  way  left  of  excelling.  ''We  had 
several  great  poets,"  he  said,  "  but  we  nev^  had  one  great 
poet  th^  was  corxect ;  and  he  advised  me  to  make  that  my 
study  and  aim."  Walsh  could  not  mean  that  Milton  was 
not  a  correct  poet.  Shakspeare  he  probably  set  down  as  a 
wild,  irregular  genius,  not  reducible  to  rule.  Even  Addison, 
in  his  account  of  the  greatest  English  poets,  written  in 
1694,  wholly  omits  Shakroeare,  and  passes  from  Spenser  to 
Cowley.  It  was  t&e  fashion  of  tiie  critics  of  that  day — 
in  some  measure  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  Dryden— 
to  restrict  their  notions  of  correctness  to  the  dramatic 
unities,  and  to  mere  rhymes  imd  expressions.  The  true  and 
great  correctness  which  aUies  fiction  to  truth,  and  makes 
poetry  tiie  exponent  of  nature,  was  disregarded.  Pope  was 
formed  and  rashioned  to  become  a  moral,  a  reasoning,  and 
aatirical  poet ;  but  it  would  have  been  vdser  in  Walsh  to 
have  counselled  him  to  enlar^  his  views,  and  to  seek  for 
subjects  of  permanent  and  umrersal  interest — ^to  launch  out 
into  invention— to  delineate  passions  instead  of  jgainting 
manners  and  ridiculing  follies;  and  thus,  by  touchmg  our 
higher  feelings,  and  ministering  to  the  nobler  vrants  of  our 
intellectual  and  apiritual  natue,  "  rule  orer  the  wilderness 
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of  free  minds."    Such  an  eleystion  was 'unattainable  by 
Pope ;  but  if  a  high  standard  of  ezcellenoe  and  originality 

had  been  ever  before 
him,  we  might  haye  had 
more  poetry  of  the 
stamp  of  the  SleOT  on 
an  Unfortanate  Lad j 
and  the  I^istle  of 
Eloisa,and  less  satire  of 
the  CuxUs,  Theobalds, 
and  Gibbers. 

Among  the  other 
early  and  distinguished 
friends  of  the  poet  were 
Grarth,  Lansdowne,  and 
Gongreye.  The  young- 
est of  these  was  eigh- 
teen years  his  senior; 
all  had  accomplished 
the  works  on  which 
their  fame  rests,  and 
all  were  men  of  mark 
and  considerationin  so- 
ciety. Their  acquaint- 
^'^""'  ance  was  an  honour  to 

Pope,  but  it  conferred 
no  real  advantage.  He  had  nothing  to  learn  from  them 
in  poetry.  He  already  excdled  them  all  in  versification, 
and  the  dramatic  art  and  witty  dialogue  of  Gongreve  were 
not  within  the  sphere  of  his  ambition.  Ghurth  was  a  good, 
easy  man,  social  and  generous.  He  was  a  Ghristian  with- 
out knowing  it^  said  Pope;  and  in  his  last  illness  he 
is  reported  to  have  sent  to  Addison  to  know  if  the  Ghris- 
tian religion  was  true.  He  »)t  tired  of  life — tired,  he 
said,  of  having  his  shoes  puUed  off  and  on  every  day! 
At  this  time,  however,  he  nad  not  sunk  into  the  careless 
and  jaded  voluptuary.  He  was  a  zealous  Whig  and  mem- 
ber of  the  KLt-cat  Glub,  a  bustling  and  benevolent  man, 
whose  encouragement  of  Pope  was  i^ve  and  disinterested. 
His  Dispensary  is  one  of  the  best  poems  of  the  day ;  the 
sixth  canto  exhibits  considerable  power  as  well  as  fimcy,  and 
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pa88a|e8  in  Pope's  Dnnciad  attest  his  study  of  the  work  of 
the  finendlj  and  aooomplished  physidan.  GmuiTille— he  had 
not  then  received  the  dignity  of  Baron  Lansdowne  of  Bideford 
— ^was  of  the  opposite  faction  in  politics.  He  was  wealthy, 
pre-eminently  '^poUte/'  magnificent  and  profosein  his  tastes 
and  expenditure,  a  fayonrite  with  the  Qaeen  and  the  puhlic 
His  plays  are  dull  performances,  and  his  yerses,  eyen  when 
dedicated  to  the  chums  of  his  Mira,  are  feeble  and  inelegant. 
Congreye,  of  course,  stood  on  far  higher  eround.  He  was 
a  man  of  genuine  wit  and  brilliancy ;  his  murels  were  early 
acquired,  and,  rich  with  four  good  smecure  appointments,  he 
reposed  on  his  fame,  with  no  enemy  but  the  gout.  Had  he  been 
poorer  and  less  caressed  by  the  ^^reat,  he  would  probably  haye 
written  more  and  better,  for  his  comedies  are  the  worlc  of  a 
full  mind,  a  fertile  ima£;inat]on,  and  finely  cultiyated  intellect. 
The  weabaess  imputed  to  him  of  wishing  to  be  considered, 
not  as  an  author,  but  simply  as  a  gentleman,  rests  upon  one 
reported  conyersation  with  v  oltaure,  but  Gongreye,  like  Pope, 
may  haye  sus^ted  that  his  visitor  was  a  spy,  besides  being 
somewhat  lax  in  morals  and  manners.  At  aU  events,  we  see 
nothing  of  such  super-refined  gentility  in  Congreve's  inter- 
course with  Pope,  Swift,  and  his  other  contemporaries.  He 
was  the  most  ddightful  as  he  was  the  most  witfy  of  com- 
panions. 

Another  of  Pope's  associates  before  the  grand  era  of  his 
appearing  in  print  was  "Mr.  Heniy  Cromwel^  a  gentleman  of 
fortune,  one  of  the  numerous  cautinry  -ot  the  Protector's 
family,  the  common  ancestor  of  both  bein^  Sir  Henry  Crom- 
well, of  Hinchingbrook,  Huntingdonshire,  the  '^Oolden 
Knight"  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  days.  Pope's  firiend  was  the 
son  of  Henry  Cromwell  of  Eamsey,  and  was  bom  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1658-9.  He  succeeded  to  the  patrimonial 
lands,  but  at  this  time  he  seems  to  have  only  possessed  the 
estate  of  Beesbv,  in  Lincolnshire.    He  was  a  bachelor,  and 

rt  most  of  his  time  in  London,  being  ambitious  of  the 
acter  of  a  man  of  gallantry  and  tasfce.  He  had  some 
pretensions  to  scholarsmp  and  literature,  having  translated 
several  of  Ovid's  Elcmes  &t  Tonson's  Miscellany,  and  revised 
Pope's  translation  of  Statins.  He  could  also  track  Pope  into 
the  light  literature  of  France,  when  the  young  poet  poached 
upon  the  manor  of  Yoiture.  With  Wycherley,  Ghiy,  Dennis, 
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the  popular  actors  and  actresses  of  the  day^  and  with  all  the 
frequenters  of  Will's  coffee-house,  OromweQ  was  fiuniliar. 
Hieliad  done  more  than  take  apinch  out  of  Dryden's  snuff- 
box, which  was  a  point  of  high  ambition  ana  honour  at 
Will's;  he  had  inscribed  to  him  one  of  his  translations  from 
Otid.  QtLj  characterised  this  literaiy  and  eccentric  squire 
as  ''honest,  hatless  Oromwell,  with  red  breeches,"  and  Dr. 
Johnson  could  leam  nothing  particular  of  him,  ezce^tmg 
that  he  used  to  ride  a-hunting  in  a  tie-wiff.  The  ^ithet 
''  hatless"  may,  as  Mr.  De  Quincej  suggests,^  refer  to  Crom- 
well's desire  to  be  considered  a  fine  gentieman  devoted  to 
the  ladies;  for  it  was  then  the  custom  for  such  gaUant 
persons,  when  walking  with  ladies,  to  carry  their  hate  in 
their  huid.  The  feahion  was  a  Continental  one,  preralent  at 
the  Courte  of  Louis  iLiV.  and  XY.  (the  former  rode  un- 
covered by  the  side  of  Madame  de  Maintenon's  sedan-chair) ; 
and  in  the  present  day  German  princes  may  be  seen  walking 
hat  in  hana  through  their  village  capitals, — a  drcnmstance 
which  provoked  this  anathema  from  a  Turk:  ''May  thy  soul 
find  no  more  rest  in  paradise  than  the  hat  of  a  German 
prince  I"  What  with  ladies  and  literature^  rehearsals  and 
reviews  (though  he  was  somewhat  deaf),  and  critical  attention 
to  the  qualiiy  of  his  coffee  and  Brazil  snuff— the  latter  then 
a  somewhat  costly  luxury  only  to  beobtained  at  three  shillings 
an  ounce— Henry  Cromwell's  time  was  fully  occupied.  Here 
is  one  of  his  gallant  efiusiona,  written  at  Bath,  and  preserved 
among  the  Bodleian  MSS. : 

VBTUS  AT  BAXH.— BT  MB.  GBOXWXLL. 

**  The  sportiYe  mirtreeB  of  the  Paphian  Court, 
Leavfaig  loved  Cypnis,  did  to  Bath  resort 
Think  not,  Adooia,  to  avoid  her  love, 
For  y enns  has  aa  many  shapes  aa  Jove : 
At  church  ahe  takea  a  Fowijeb*8  &oe  to  charm ; 
Or  walka,  sahites  in  Wientwobth's  graoeftU  fonn ; 
Her  ahape  is  Mobbd  ;  ABiiroDOH'a  her  air, 
And  then  ahe  UUa  with  Soubix>ok*b  eyes  and  hair. 
She  banlks  a  Wobslbt,  rafflea  a  F&roAL ; 
8he*a  Balam  at  the  balh,  and  Gbevuxb  at  the  baU." 

Most  of  Pope's  letters  te  his  firiend  are  addressed  to  him  at 

*  SDejdopwdia  Britamiioa,  Seventh  Edit,  Artide  "Pope." 
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the  Blue  Ball,  in  Gbeat  Wfld-street,  near  Dmry-lane,  and 
others  to  '*  Widow  HambIeton*a  coffee-house,  at  the  end  o£ 
Frinoes-street,  near  Drory-lane,  London.*'  Cromwell  was  a 
dangerous  acquaintance  for  Pope  at  the  age  of  sixteen  or 
serenteen,  but  he  was  a  rery  agreeable  one.  The  earliest 
instance  of  their  correspondence  ^hich  evinces  their  previous 
intimacy)  is  a  rhjrminff  epistle  addressed  by  Pope  to  Orom- 
weil,  which,  from  its  aUusion  to  the  sie^e  of  Toulon,  must 
have  been  written  in  1707.  This  piece  is  found  only  in  the 
surreptitious  editions,  and  was  never  included  by  Pope  in  his 
works.  Its  poetical  merit  is  small,  but  it  possesses  some 
biographical  mterest.  He  seems  then  to  have  felt  what  he 
speciany  guarded  against  in  after  years  by  means  of  rigid 
prudence  and  careM  management--a  want  of  money- 

^  I  had  to  Me  yoa  some  intent, 
But  for  a  cant  impediment, 
Which  apoila  ftiU  many  a  g^ood  design, 
That  is  to  say,  the  want  of  coin. 
For  -which  I  had  resdhred  almost 
To  raise  TIberins  Gracchus*  fgbsmt ; 
To  get  once  more  by  mnrdering  Gains 
Aa  mnch  as  did  Sq^timnlefais ; 
Bnt  who  so  dear  will  hny  the  lead 
That  lies  witUn  a  poet* s  head, 
Am  that  idilch  in  the  hero*s  pate 
Deserved  of  gold  an  eqnal  wtigbiV* 

Other  satirical  touches  mark  the  latent  vein — and  here 
also  OromweQ  might  have  traced  his  young  friend  to  Yoi- 
ture: 

"  When  was  it  known  one  hard  did  follow 
Whig  maxims  and  ti^vn  .^Ho? 
Sooner  shall  Mi^or-GeiMral  oeaae 
To  talk  of  war  and  Uve  in  peace, 
Yourself  for  goose  r^eot  crow  qoiU, 
And  for  plain  Spanish  quit  Brazil ; 
Sooner  shall  Bowe  lampoon  the  Union, 
Tjrdcomhe  take  oaths  on  the  oommnnion : 
The  QranviUes  write  their  name  plafai  Greenfield, 
Kay,  Mr.  Wycheiley  see  Binfidd. 
Yon  have  no  cause  to  take  ofitooe,  sir, 
Zoonds  yon*re  as  sour  as  Cato  censor  I 
Ten  tfanes  more  like  hfan  I  profess. 
Than  Fm  l&e  Aristophanes. 
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To  end  with  newa,  the  best  I  know 
Uf  IVe  been  wen  a  week  or  80. 
The  season  of  green  peas  Is  fled, 
And  artichokes  reign  hi  their  stead. 
The  allies  to  bomb  Tonlon  prefMie— 
God  save  the  pretty  ladies  thenl 
One  of  onr  dogs  is  dead  and  gone^ 
And  I,  nnh^ypjr,  left  alone.** 

The  [allusion  to  Whig  maxims  and  the  Major-General 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  even  then  Pope  had  taken  his 
side  in  politics.  He  had  friends  of  both  parties,  and  was  too 
much  absorbed  in  literature  eyer  to  become  a  keen  nartisan; 
but  his  leanings  were  towards  the  Tories,  and  his  subsequent 
acquaintance  with  Swift,  Bolingbroke,  Harley,  and  Arbuth- 
not,  stren^hened  the  connexion.  From  being  in  his  youth 
80  much  in  the  company  of  old  men.  Pope  said  he  had 
contracted  some  i3t>uDlesome  habits.  He  had  prematurely 
become  a  man  of  the  world,  and  the  tone  of  public  feeling 
and  morality  was  then  low.  There  would  seem  to  haye  been 
little  about  men  like  Wycherley,  Oromwell,  and  T^dcombe  to 
conciliate  the  regard  of  a  young  poet,  but  they  must  haye 
appeared  to  him  as  studies  in  a  new  field  of  obsenration. 
They  occupied  a  considerable  place  in  sociehr,  and  thehr 
attentions  would  thus  haye  the  grace  of  condescension  as 
well  as  the  attraction  of  noyelty.  Many  of  the  deferential 
expressions  addressed  to  Cromwell  were  omitted  by  Pope 
on  the  republication  of  his  letters,  alons  with  numerous 
indications  of  his  anxieiy  to  stand  well  with  Wycherley. 

Next  year  Pope  accomplished  another  yisit  to  London, 
and  on  his  return  thus  wrote  to  Oromwell : 

«<lfardil8,170S. 

*'  Sib, — ^I  belieye  it  was  with  me  when  I  left  the  town,  as  it  is  with 
a  great  many  honest  men  when  they  leaye  the  world,  whose  loss  itself 
the^  do  not  so  much  regret,  as  that  of  their  fidends  whom  they  leaye 
bdmid  in  it  For  I  do  not  know  one  thing  for  which  I  can  enfy  Lon- 
don, but  for  your  continuing  there.  Tet  I  guess  you  will  eiqpect  me 
to  recant  this  expression,  when  I  tell  you  that  Si^pho  (by  which 
heathenish  name  you  haye  clmstened  a  yeiy  orthodox  lady)  did  not 
acoompuiy  me  into  the  country.  Well,  you  haye  your  lady  in  the 
town  still,  and  I  haye  my  heart  in  the  country  still,  which  being 
wholly  unemployed  as  yet,  has  the  more  room  in  it  for  my  friends. 
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and  does  not  wvA  a  comer  at  your  senrioe.  Ton  haye  eztremehr 
obliged  me  hj  yoor  frankness  and  kindness;  and  if  I  haye  abused  n 
bj  too  mnoh  freedom  on  my  part,  I  hope  tou  will  attribnte  it  to  the 
nafoial  openness  of  my  tamper,  whicn  nardly  knows  how  to  show 
respect,  where  it  feels  affection.  I  would  loye  my  friend,  as  my  mis- 
tress, without  ceremony;  and  hope  a  little  rou^  usage  sometimes 
may  not  be  more  displrasing  to  the  one,  than  it  is  to  the  other. 

^If  you  haye  any  curiosity  to  know  in  what  manner  I  Hye,  or 
nther  lose  a  life.  Martial  will  mf orm  you  in  one  line : 

^  *  Frandeo,  poto,  canoi  ludo,  logo,  ooano,  quiesoo.' 

"  Eyeiy  day  with  me  is  literal^  another  y^terday,  for  it  is  exactly 
tiie  same:  it  has  the  same  business,  which  is  poetey :  and  the  same 
pleasure,  which  is  idleness.  A  man  mkht  indeed  pass  his  time  much 
better,  but  I  question  if  any  man  coulapass  it  much  easier.  Buman 
Ufi,  as  Fluiareh  koihui  now  idd  me,  h  like  a  game  at  iablee,  where 
eoen  one  mof  wiskjbr  ike  best  east,  but  after  ail  ke  is  to  make  his  best 


of  that  which  htfpens,  and  go  on  eonteniedh.  If  you  will  yisit  our 
shades  this  sprmg^  which  I  yery  much  oesire,  you  may  perhaps 
instruct  me  to  manage  my  ^^e  more  wisely;  but  at  present  I  am 
satisfied  to  trifle  awaymy  tmie  ai^  way.  ratner  than  let  it  stick  by 
me;  as  shopkeepers. are  jg^  to  get  nd  of  those  goods  at  any  rate, 
wh&h  would  otherwise  always  be  lying  on  theur  hands. 

**  Sir,  if  you  will  fftyour  me  sometimes  with  your  letters^  it  will  be 
a  mat  satisfaction  to  me  on  seyeral  accounts;  and  on  this  in  parti- 
cular, that  it  will  show  me  (to  my  comfort)  that  eyen  a  wise  man  is 
sometimes  yeiy  idle ;  for  so  you  needs  must  be  when  you  can  find 
leisure  to  write  to  sack  a  fellow  as,  sir,  your  most  faithful  and  obliged 
senrant, — II  Pops. 

*'P.S.  Frt^  do  not  put  an  anachronism  again  upon  me^Jbr  m^  game 
at  tables  out  ofFlutareL  I  gone  gour  service  io  Mr,  Wfcherleg  yes- 
terdag,  and  desire  gou  to  give  mine  to — let  me  see^Mr.  Tidcombe,^ 

Of  this  early  friend,  Tidcombe  or  Tydcombe,  we  haye  not 
been  able  to  find  any  particulars.  His  name  occurs  occasion- 
ally in  the  poet's  correspondence,  and  he  is  one  of  the  friends 
whom  Gay  introduces  into  his  ''Welcome  from  Greece,*' 
congratulrang  Pope  on  the  completion  of  his  Homer.  There 
was  a  certain  Colonel  Tidcombe,  a  bon  vivant  and  member  of 

**  Printed  Comspondenoe,  ooIUted  with  the  oiigfauiL  The  panages 
yrhkh  we  haye  ghroi  in  italics,  were  omitted  by  Pope.  He  had  trane- 
liened  the  remaik  about  Plutarch  and  the  tables,  to  a  letter  printed  as  ad- 
dressed to  Steele,  June  18, 1712. 
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the  Kit-cat  dub,  but  he  died  in  1718.  The  scattered  notices 
of  Pope's  friend  in  the  printed  correspondence,  and  in  one  of 
Wartk>n's  notes  to  Dr^den,  represent  him  as  a  careless, 
jovial  person,  Tcry  free  m  hiis  sentiments  on  religions  sub- 
jects. The  Sappho  of  the  aboye  letter  was,  we  suspect,  a 
Koman  Catholic  la^  of  Berkshire,  Mis.  Ndson,  who  wrote 
rerses,  corresponded  with  Teresa  Blount,  of  Mapledurham, 
and  indeed  was  intimate  with  most  of  the  poet's  country 
friends.  We  have  not  met  with  any  of  her  acknowledfi;ed 
poetry — ^ladies  were  then  averse  to  appearing  in  print — but 
a  complimentarr  effusion  addressed  to  Pope,  following  the 
lines  of  Wycherley  in  Tonson's  Miscellany  of  1709  (evi&ntl^ 
written  by  some  personal  friendV  is  probably  of  her  composi- 
tion. Pope  did  not  republish  the  piece  among  the  otiier  en- 
comiastic verses  j^refized  to  his  works  in  1717,  but  he  had 
then  quarrelled  with  Mrs.  Nelson. 

The  correspondence  vrith  Cromwell  was  for  some  time 
steadilv  maintoined.  Pope  appearing  to  delight  in  the  careless 
ease  of  his  friend's  tone  and  manner : 

''Sib,  *  "April 25, 1708. 

This  letter  greets  7011  from  fhe  Bhides ; 
(Not  those  irlikih  thin  unbodied  shadows  fill, 

^nist  dide  slonff  th*  BWirian  didfUt 
Or  skim  the  floweiy  meads  of  AsphodiU :) 
But  those,  in  which  a  learned  author  said, 

Strong  drink  was  drunk,  and  gambols  ^y'd, 
And  two  substantial  meals  a  day  were  made. 

The  business  of  it  is  f  express, 

From  me  and  from  my  holiness, 

To  you  and  to  your  gentleness, 

How  much  I  wish  you  health  and  hi^iness,  Ac 

"  I  made  no  question  but  the  news  of  Sappho's  staying  behind  me 
in  the  town  wouLi  surprise  you.  But  she  has  since  come  into  the 
country,  and,  to  surprise  you  more,  I  will  inform  you,  that  the  first 
pmou  she  named,  when  I  waited  on  her,  was  one  Mr.  GromwelL 
What  an  ascendant  have  you  oyer  all  the  sex,  who  could  gain  the  fur 
one's  heart  by  appearing  iSefore  her  in  a  long^  black,  uiwowdered  pen- 
wig;  nay,  without  so  much  as  the  yery  eroemities  of  dean  linoi  m 
neckcloth  and  cuffs !  I  guess  that  your  friend  Vertumniis,  among  all 
the  forms  he  assumed  to  win  the  goodgraces  of  Pomona^  neyer  took 
upon  him  that  of  a  sloyenly  beau.  WeU,  sir,  I  leaye  you  to  your 
meditations,  on  this  occasion,  and  to  languish  nnactiye  (as  you  call 
it).*' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PAIOB  A2rD  THE  GBXAS  HXK  OF  AKTIQITITT.  41 

The  foUowing  is  more  worthy  of  Pope's  reputation : 

"May  10, 1708. 


writoti,  and  all  the  blood  spilt  by  princes  ?  There  was  in  old  time 
one  8e?eni8,  a  Boman  emperor.  I  dare  say  yon  never  called  him  by 
any  other  name  in  your  life :  and  yet  in  nis  days  he  was  styled 
LoGons,  Septimins^  Seyero^  Fins^  rertinax,  Angostns,  Parthioas^ 
Adiabenicps,  Arabioos,  Maxmras,  uid  what  not  P  What  a  prodigious 
waste  of  letters  has  time  made !  what  a  number  haye  here  dropped 
offy  and  left  the  poor  snrvhring  se?en  unattended !  For  my  own  part, 
fonr  are  all  I  hare  to  caie  for;  and  Til  be  indged  by  yon  if  any  man 
could  lire  in  less  oompassP  Well,  for  the  mtnre  Til  drown  all  high 
thon^ts  in  the  Lethe  of  cowslip-wine;  as  for  fame,  renown,  repnut- 
tion,  take  'em,  critics !'' 

Byron  has  yeraified  the  same  sentiment,  and  mncb  in  tbe 
siyle  of  Pope : 

"  What  iatlM  end  of  Fame?    msbattoflU 

A  ootain  portion  of  imoerUin  paper ; 
Some  Hkea  it  to  cJimhing  iq>  a  hDl, 

Whose  summit,  like  all  hills,  is  lost  in  vapour ; 
For  tills  men  write,  ^eak,  pretch,  and  heroes  kUl, 

And  berds  bum  -what  they  call  their  midnight  taper, 
To  have,  iHiea  the  orighMl  is  dust, 
A  name^  a  iPTetched  picture,  and  worse  hust** 

Yet  no  two  poets  ever  longed  more  ardently  or  laboured 
more  inceBaantiy  for  &me  than  Pope  and  Byron.  In  mo- 
ments of  languor  the  above  sentiment  must  have  occurred 
to  them,  but  their  destiny  impelled  them  onwards,  and 
despondency,  was  not  an  abiding  sensation  with  either.  The 
extreme  mobility  or  versatili^  of  the  poetical  temperament 
was  strikingly  displayed  in  both,  and  also  in  a  third  poet, 
Bums,  whose  feelings  and  emotions,  reflected  in  his  poetry, 
but  more  capriciously  exhibited  in  his  correspondence, 
changed  with  such  rapidity.  In  Pope  there  was  always 
an  under-current  that  he  sl^ve  to  conceal,  and  which,  when 
disoorered,  is  sometimes  strangely  at  variance  with  his  public 
and  stately  appearances. 

Cromwell  made  one  visit  to  Binfield.    ''  Pray/'  said  the 
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poety  **  bnng  a  yerj  considerable  number  of  pint-bottles  with 
you.  This  migbt  seem  a  strange  request,  if  you  had  not  told 
me  you  would  stay  but  as  many  days  as  you  brought  bottles, 
therisfore  you  can't  bring  too  many,  though  here  we  are  no 
drunkards.'*  On  Cromwell's  return  to  Lradon  Pope  wrote 
to  him: 

''All  you  saw  in  this  oonntKy  chaige  me  to  assure  you  of  their 
humble  service,  and  the  ladies  in  partioalar,  who  look  upon  ns  as  but 
plain  country  fellows  since  thej  saw  you,  and  heard  more  dyil  things 
m  a  fortnight  than  they  expect  from  the  whole  shire  of  us  in  an  age. 
The  trophy  you  bore  away  from  one  of  them  in  your  snuff-box  inll 
doubtless  preserve  her  memory,  and  be  a  testimony  of  your  approba- 
tion for  ever. 

"  *  As  long  as  Mocha's  happy  tree  shall  grow, 
Willie  benies  oradde,  or  irhSle  iuQIb  shaU  go ; 
While  smoking  streams  from  silTer  spouts  shjiU  fjMe, 
Or  China's  earth  receive  the  sable  tide. 
While  coffee  shaU  to  British  nymphs  be  dear, 
While  fragrant  steams  the  bended  head  shaU  cheer ; 
Or  grateftil  bitten  shaU  deUg^t  the  taste, 
So  long  her  honoon,  name^  and  pndse  shaU  last* " 

Cromwell,  of  conrse,  contrasted  faToarabhr  with  tbe  rural 
magnates  of  Berkshire,  who  appear,  from  rope*s  description 
of  tiiem,  to  have  been  of  the  race  of  Addison's  fox-hunter  and 
Holding's  Squire  Western.    He  writes  to  his  town  friend : 

'^SiB»— I  had  written  to  you  sooner^  but  that  I  made  some  scruple 
of  sending  profane  things  to  you  in  Holy  Week.  Besides,  our  family 
would  have  been  scandalised  to  see  me  write,  who  take  it  for  granted 
I  write  nothing  but  ungodly  verses ;  and  ^key  m^  iere  io  mati^  grayers 
thai  Team  wui£f  but/ewoomi.  For  i»  tkU  po&i  offrmiing  lam  an 
oceanonal  eon/brmiit.  So^Juit  a$  I  am  dnmk  or  Mcanaalmu  in  town 
aeeording  to  my  eompai^,  famjbr  the  tame  reason  good  and  godljf  here. 
I  assure  you,  I  am  looked  upon  in  the  neighbourhood  for  a  very 
sober,  weUHdisposed  person;  no  great  hunter,  indeed,  but  a  great 

"of  consti- 
1 80  sickly, 

_.^ ^ ^  that  may 

destroy  their  good  opinion  of  me :  I  have  not  quoted  one  Latin 
author  smce  I  came  down,  but  have  learned  without  book  a  song  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Duifey's,  who  is  vour  only  poet  of  tolerable  reput&on 
in  this  country.  Me  makes  an  the  memment  in  our  entertamments, 
and,  but  for  him,  there  would  be  so  miserable  a  dearth  of  catches. 
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that,  I  fear>  thej  would  (ami  eMwumU)  put  eitlier  the  panon  or  me 
upon  makinff  some  to  ^em.  Any  man,  of  any  qiialitj,  is  heartily 
ireicome  to  the  best  toping-taUe  of  our  genttr,  who  can  xoondlj  hmn 
out  some  fragments^  or  ihapsodies  of  his  worlu :  so  that  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  was  said  of  Homer  to  his  detractois :  THiat !  diures  any 
man  speak  against  him  who  has  g^en  so  many  men  to  M^f  (meaning 
the  ihamodists  who  lived  \sj  r^eating  his  vetses)  so  nuiy  it  be  said 
of  Mr.  Dorfey  to  his  detractors:  Dares  anj  one  d^ise  hun>  who  has 
made  so  many  men  irink  f  Alas,  sir !  this  is  a  glory  whidi  neither 
you  nor  I  must  ever  pretend  to.  Neither  you  wiui  your  Ovid,  nor  I 
with  niy  Statius,  can  amuse  a  board  of  justices  and  extraordinaiy 
'squires,  or  gain  one  ham  of  approbatioii,  or  laush  of  admiration. 
These  thinn  (they  would  sav^  are  too  studious,  they  may  do  well 
enough  wiln  such  as  love  reaomg^  but  give  us  your  ancient  poet,  Mr. 
Dur%! 

"  April  10, 1710."  » 

This  18  a  caricature  in  the  style  of  the  ''  men  upon  town," 
though  the  difficulty  of  communication  at  that  time,  owing  to 
bad  roads  and  the  want  of  public  conveyances,  checked  the 
intercourse  between  different  dasaes,  and  helped  to  give  an 
air  of  strong  rustidir  to  the  character  of  the  country  gentle- 
man. Pope's  Berkshire  friends  did  not,  it  appearsy  even  read 
the  Spectator.  Ab  to  Tom  Durfey's  catches,  they  possess  a 
good  deal  of  farcical  humour  and  broad  mirth,  but  they 
contain  still  more  ribaldry  and  licentiousness.  Durfey  used 
to  go  with  8  fishing  party  every  summer  to  Wiltshire,  and 
womd  probably  spend  a  mght  by  the  way  with  his  rovstering 
admirers  in  the  I^rest.^  There  was  much  real  though  coarse 
enjoyment  in  these  rural  gatherings  and  merry  nights  in  the 
olden  time. 

Pope  said  to  Spence  that  his  letters  to  Cromwell  were 

»  Pope  stmck  out  th*  chuactaristie  panage  in  italics,  wlUdi  giyei  a 
C^pae  of  the  interior  of  Binfldd. 
»  u  By  long  experiflooe  Dnriby  may,  no  doabt, 

Snsnaxe  a  gudgeon  or  aometiineB  a  trout ; 
Tet  Dxyden  once  exolaim*d  in  partial  tpite, 
HtJUk!  because  the  man  attempts  to  writa" 

FenUmU  JBp,  to  LamibartL 
Thommm  the  poet  being  told  that  Glover,  the  author  of  Leonidas,  medi- 
tated an  epic  poem,  exdaimed,  "  He  write  an  epic,  who  never  saw  a  moun- 
tain !"    He  nUgfat  have  said  the  same  of  Pope,  who  contemplated  an  epic 
with  Bnttns  for  its  hero. 
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written  with  a  iemm.  that  does  not  appear :  tber  were  not 
written  in  sober  Badnees.  To  Aaron  Hill  he  said  th^  were 
written  with  nngoarded  finendliness  and  freedom.  The  one 
remark  contra^Ucts^  the  other;  and  it  is  impossible  to  trace 
any  occult  motive  in  these  harmless  companionable  epistles. 
If  any  concealment  or  stratagem  may  be  detected,  it  consists 
in  Pope  representing  himself  as  gay,  careless,  and  indolent, 
when  he  was  devoted  to  intense  study,  and  was  diligently 
repairing  the  deficiencies  of  his  early  education.  One  rather 
lon^  niece  of  criticism  in  a  letter  to  Oromwell  Popejprinted 
as  u  addressed  to  Walsh.  In  the  letters  there  is  some 
trifling  criticism  on  the  part  of  Cromwell,  and  some  rather 
unwarrantable  levity  on  the  part  of  Pope,  but  much  kind- 
liness and  respect  on  both  sides.  The  result,  however,  was 
unsatisfactory.  After  three  years  of  intercourse,  oral  and 
epistolary,  Cromwell  was  silent  for  a  twelvemonth.  Pope's 
jocularities  and  sarcasms  had  chafed  the  temper  of  the  old 
pedantic  beau,  who  began  to  perceive  that  the  sickly  retired 
lad  in  the  Forest  was  Decerning  a  deddedlv  formidable  per- 
sonage. The  correspondence  accordingly  dropped,  and  was 
not  renewed  excepting  on  one  unpleasant  occasion.  I^iiff 
after  this  time,  in  1726,  Afrs.  imizabeth  Thomas,  a  fraS 
poetess  and  the  Sappho  of  Cromwell,  falling  into  distressed 
circumstances,  sold  to  Edmund  Curll,  the  publisher,  the 
original  letters  of  Pope  to  Cromwell,  which  she  had  obtained 
from  the  latter.  '^  All  persons  of  taste  and  judgment,"  she 
said, ''would  be  pleased  with  so  agreeable  an  amusement.  Mr. 
Cromwell  eould  not  be  angry,  since  it  was  but  justice  to  his 
merit  to  publish  the  solemn  and  private  professions  of  love, 
gratitude,  and  veneration,  made  him  by  so  celebrated  an 
author;  and,  sincerely,  "Mr.  Pope  ought  not  to  resent  the 

Sublication,  since  the  early  pregnancy  of  his  senius  was  no 
ishonour  to  his  character.  And  yet  (she  adds)  had  either  of 
you  been  asked,  common  modesty  would  have  obliged  you  to 
refuse  what  you  would  not  be  diq>leased  with  if  done  with- 
out your  knowledge" — a  shrewd  observation,  whidi  evinces 
Sappho's  knowledge  of  both  the  parties  concerned.  Crom- 
well she  said,  had  made  her  a  free  gift  of  the  letters,  to  do 
what  she  liked  with  them.  This  he  denied,  though  faintiy, 
but  he  appears  to  have  been  vexed  and  annoyed  by  his  own 
indiscretion  in  putting  the  correspondence  into  the  hands  of 
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thiBprdeidUBe.  He  addressed  Pope  in  the  following  penitential 
style: 

"The  great  yalne  she  expresses  for  all  you  write,  and  her  nassiou 
for  hsfiog  them,  I  beUere,  was  what  prevailed  xmcsn  me  to  let  her 
keep  them.  Bj  the  interval  of  twelve  years  at  least,  from  hist  pos- 
session to  the  tmie  of  printing  them,  'tis  manifest  that  I  had  not  tlie 
l^t  ground  to  Mjpiehend  such  a  design:  but  as  people  in  great 
straits  oziiig  forth  their  hoards  of  old  gold  and  most  valued  jewels, 
so  Sappho  End  recourse  to  her  hid  treasure  of  letters,  and  played  off 
not  on^  yours  to  me,  but  all  those  to  herself  (as  the  lady's  last  stake) 
into  the  press. — Aa  for  me,  I  hope,  when  you  shall  ooolly  consider  the 
many  thousand  instances  of  our  being  deluded  by  the  lemales,  since 
that  neat  original  of  Adam  by  Bve,  you  will  have  a  more  favourable 
thou^t  of  the  nndesigning  error  o^  your  faithful  friend,  ftc." 

This  mnat  have  been  about  the  last  instance  of  female 
delusion  that  Mr.  Cromwell  had  to  encounter,  for  he  died  in 
the  following  year,  1728.  He  was  then  in  London,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields.  Hehadmade  his  will  eleven 
jeam  before,  leaving  his  estate  of  Beesby  to  a  second  cousin, 
the  Bey.  Henry  Grreene,  and  forty  pounds  a  year  to  his 
"fidthfnl  and  andenf*  servant,  Mrs.  Isabel  Perez — ^the 
**  Lady  laabella'*  of  Pope's  letters.  There  is  no  mention  of 
Pope  in  the  will,  and  Sappho  was  also  neglected  by  her  Phaon. 
'Mi,  Henry  Greene  vnis  enjoined  not  to  part  with  the  valu- 
able picture  of  the  testator's  **  dear  fiithcr;"  and  Cromwell 
directed  that  his  body  should  be  decently  interred^  etdtdble  to 
Mi  hirfh,  in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Clement  Danes, "  which 
church,"  he  adds,  ''I  have  most  frequented.''  The  old  wit, 
then,  had  some  grace.  Dr.  Johnsbui  it  is  well  known, 
eulogised  one  of  ms  acquaintances  as  sood  and  pious ;  for 
though  he  had  not  been  in  the  inside  of  a  church  for  many 
years,  he  never  passed  a  church  without  pulling  off  his  hat, 
which  showed  that  he  had  good  prinoiplee.  Beau  Cromwell 
was  better  in  his  practice,  if  not  in  his  principles,  than 
Johnson's  good  and  pious  man. 
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CHAPTBEn. 

[1709—1718.] 

PUBUOATIOV  OF  IHB  PAgTOBALB  AXD  BSSAT  OX  CBmCUUL  LBTIXB8  TO 
ADDIBOKAHDSIBBLB.  AOQUAIHTANGB  WITB  TB8B8A  AHD  UABTHA  BLOmiT. 
IHB  XLSGT  OK  AX  UKIOBTDHATB  LADT. 

Lfr  1709,  Pope,  by  the  publication  of  his  Faatorals,  took 
his  place  among  the  poets  of  the  English  Augustan  age. 
The  age  was  Augustan  only  in  the  patronage  it  extended  to 
authors,  which,  for  extent  and  liberality,  was  unexampled  in 
this  country.  Addison,  Steele,  Gongreve,  Prior,  Gbiy,  Bowe, 
Tickell,  Ambrose  Philips,  and  poets  humbler  even  than  the 
humblest  of  these,  held  public  offices,  or  enjoyed  the  patronage 
of  the  great,  and  Uyedin  comparative  opulence.  Swift  was 
shnt  out  of  a  bishopric  by  the  supposed  irreligion  of  his  cha> 
racter — ^an  opinion  carefully  instilled  into  the  mind  of  Queen 
Anne — and  by  the  daring  irreverence  and  dangerous  wit  of 
the  Tale  of  a  Tub ;  but  the  deanery  of  St  Pamck*8  was  no 
very  poor  or  inglorious  provision.  Pope's  religion  disqualified 
him  tor  government  employment,  and  it  is  to  his  honour  that 
he  adhered  to  it  with  undeviatin^  fidelity,  and  was  proof 
against  both  obloquy  and  temptation.  A  pension,  however, 
was  offered  him  by  Halifiix,  and  Addison,  when  in  power, 
was  desirous  of  benefiting  him.  Graggs  also  offered  money 
firom  the  Treasury;  but  dl  of  these  he  declined.  He  relied 
on  literature  and  on  his  limited  patrimony,  and  the  patronage 
extended  to  his  Homer  justified  his  choice,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  displayed  the  taste  and  munificence  of  the  age. 
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The  Pastorals  appeared  in  a  Poetical  Miscellany  or  An- 
nual issued  by 
Tonson.  Pour 
parts  or  yearly' 
Tolumes  of  this  . 
Miscellany  had 
been  edited  by 
Diyden.  A  fifth 
was  collected  af- 
ter his  death; 
and  now  Tonson, 
with  the  help  of 
Pope's  contnbu- 
tions,  Tentnred 
on  a  sixth  vo- 
lame.  The  pub- 
lisher's note  to 
Pope,  offering  his 
assistance,  is  cha- 
racteristic of  the 
keen  old  man  of 
business  whom 
Drjden      found 

so  hard  a  task-  tootoh. 

master: 

''SiBy— I  have  la^T  seen  a  Pastoral  of  yoars  in  Mr.  Walsh's  and 
CoDgrere's  hand,  whicn  is  estremeljf  Jine,  and  is  approTed  bj  the  best 
jndMS  in  poeiiy.  I  remember  I  have  formerly  seen  yoil  in  my  shop, 
ana  am  sony  i  did  not  improve  my  acquaintuioe  with  yoo.  If  you 
dnig^  your  poem  for  the  press,  no  one  shall  be  more  carefoi  in 
printing  it,  nor  no  one  can  give  greater  encouragement  to  it  than,  sir, 
yoor  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 

"Jacob  Tokson. 

"«  Gray's  Imi  Gate,  April  20, 1706." 

The  offer  of  <<  left-legged  Jacob  "  could  not  be  resisted.  The 
Pastorals,  when  completed  and  reyised,  were  sent  to  the 
press,  and,  as  Wycheney  profiEUiely  observed,  Jacob's  ladder 
raised  Pope  to  immortaliiyl  The  Miscellany  opened  with 
the  Pastorals  of  Ambrose  Philips,  and  closed  with  those  of 
Pope— a  seeming  rivaby  which  afterwards  proved  a  source 
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of  lastmg  enmity  between  the  Bnoolic  poets.  Pope  also  con- 
tributed bis  version  of  Chancer'B  Jannaiy  and  MaT»  and  a 
translation  of  the  Epistle  of  Sarpedon  from  the.Siaa.  The 
Tolome  contained  verses  by  the  Maranis  of  Normanby,  the 
Duke  of  Bpchingham,  and  Ghffth,  ana  a  translation  of  part 
of  Luoan  by  Bowe.  The  Windsor  poet,  therefore,  appeared 
in  ^[ood  company,  and  Wycherley  acted  as  gentleman  nsher 
hj  insertii^  a  copy  of  complimentary  verses,  entitled,  ^To 
my  friend  Mr.  Pope  on  his  Pastorals."  This  piece  is  cor- 
rectly and  pleasingly  written,  and  condudes  with  a  prediction 
that  the  joung  poet's  muse  would  soon,  like  Yiigu's,  take  a 
higher  flight. 

«  So  Uzka,  wbich  fint  from  lonij  fields  ariM, 
Moont  by  d^greet,  and  readi  at  laat  the  aUea." 

Pope  was  charged  by  some  malicious  critics  with  writing,  or 
at  least  correotmg  these  verses  on  himself,  and  one  might 
almost  swear  to  tms  concluding  simile  being  his  composition. 
He  had  unguestionably  added,  as  on  former  occasions,  a  few 
graceful  touches  to  the  filtering  muse  of  the  Plain  Dealer. 

The  correctness  and  elegance  of  style  and  versification  dis- 
played in  these  juvenile  Pastorals  astonished  Wydherl^  and 
WalsL  Both  were  veteran  poets,  and  one  was  a  judidous 
dassical  critic,  yet  the  self-taught  youth  of  sixteen,  in  the 
shades  of  Windsor  Poreet,  had  at  one  bound  placed  himself 
above  them,  and,  indeed,  above  all  the  poets  of  that  period. 
"  The  preface  is  very  judddous  and  very  learned,"  savs  Walsh, 
in  a  letter  to  Wycheney,  April  20, 1705 ;  ^the  author  seems 
to  have  a  particular  genius  for  tiiat  kind  of  noetry,  and  a 
judgment  tnat  much  exceeds  the  years  you  told  me  he  was 
afl'*^  Again,  ''  It  is  no  flattery  at  all  to  say  that  Tirgil  had 
written  notlun^  so  good  at  his  a^."  With  what  enthusiastic 
deliffht  this  praise,  through  the  friendly  medium  of  Wycherley, 
womd  be  received  by  Pope  it  is  easy  to  concdve.  He  was 
now  a  poet  for  life !  Walsh  died  in  1708,  before  anv  of  his 
young  friend's  works  had  been  published,  but  in  tne  con- 
dudon  of  his  Essay  on  Oritidsm,  Pope  has  paid  a  tribute  to 
the  taste  and  talents  of  his  first  learned  ana  complimentary 
ontic 

All  Pastorals,  from  Theocritus  down  to  Pope  and  Ambrose 
Philipcfi  are  essentially  the  same  in  subject  and  imagery. 
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Thej  haT&  no  foundation  in  nature,  and  the  most  juyenile 
rhjineater  would  not  now  dream  of  riyalling  the  dassics  in 
such  a  field.  With  rc«pect  to  Pope's  success,  apart  from  his 
melodious  numbers,  'Warton  has  thrown  out  some  remarks. 
^  A  mixture  of  British  and  Ghrecian  ideas,"  he  says,  "  may 
justlj  be  deemed  a  blemish  in  these  Pastorals ;  and  propriety 
IS  certainly  yiolated  when  he  couples  Pactolus  with  Thames, 
and  Winder  with  Hybla.  Complaints  of  immoderate  heat, 
and  wishes  to  be  conyeyed  to  coolins;  cayems,  when  uttered 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Greece,  haye  a  aecorum  and  consistency 
which  they  totally  lose  in  the  character  of  a  British  shepherd ; 
and  Theocritus,  during  the  ardours  of  Sinus,  must  haye 
heard  the  murmurings  of  a  brook,  and  the  whispers  of  a  pine, 
with  more  heartfelt  pleasure  than  Pope  could  possibly  expe- 
rience on  the  same  occasion."  Pope,  howeyer,  ayoided  the 
error  of  Spenser,  in  introducing  wolyes  into  England,  and 
showed  his  judgment  in  substituting  for  the  laurels  appro- 
priated to  Burotas,  the  wUhws  natiye  to  the  Thames.  As 
to  the  clustering  grapes,  the  pipe  of  reeds,  and  the  sacrifice 
of  lambs,  they  are  no  doubt  inappropriate  to  English  rural 
life,  but  they  seem  inseparable  from  the  idea  of  a  Pastoral. 
Pope  retuned  this  stock  classic  property  not  through  inad- 
yertence,  but  because  he  belieyed  it  to  be  indispensable. 

The  l^Bsay  on  Criticism  was  next  begun,  though  not  pub- 
lished till  1711.  Didactic  poetry  was  then  popular.  The 
authors  of  the  day  had  discardea  the  grosser  impurities  of 
the  former  period,  and  reformed  the  druna.  A  considerable 
sediment,  howeyer,  was  left,  and  there  were  no  aspirations 
after  high  inyention,  imagination,^  or  passion — ^no  return  to 
the  fountains  of  nature,  oi  romance,  or  of  heroism  in  Chaucer, 
Spenser,  and  Shakspeare.  To  extol  contemporary  eyents,  to 
panegyrise  liying  indiyiduals,  to  paint  smooth  enamel  word- 
miniatures,' and  to  reason  or  criticise  in  decent  yerse,  filled 
the  measure  of  the  poet's  ambition.  Addison  was  agreeably 
descriptiye,  but  feeble,  in  his  Letter  firom  Italy,  and  Prior 
had  giyen  forth  some  runnings  of  his  sprighuy  yein,  but 
there  was  a  character  of  tameness  and  Umeness  in  the 
poetical  literature  of  the  period ;  and  the  Essay  on  Criticism 
was  entitled  to  a  high  pre-eminence.  Pope  was  probably  led 
to  his  subject  by  the  Essays  on  Satire,  Translated  v  erse, 
and  Poetry  by  ShefiSeld  and  Boscommon.    Boileau's  Art  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


60  Xlfl  OY  POPI. 

FoetxT  liad  been  trandated  hj  Sir  William  Soame,  and  le- 
yiaed  07  Diyden,  who  applied  the  poem  to  Enfliah  wiitov. 
This  woric  was  eyidentl^  in  Pope's  hands.  He  cud  not,  how- 
ever, adopt  the  methodical  system  of  Boilean,  which  SheflBeld 
foUowed.^  He  did  not  dassifj  criticism  as  Boilean  classified 
poetEjy  under  its  different  forms  of  Pastoral,  El^,  Ode, 
Satire,  Ac.  He  selected  Horace  as  his  model,  butboth  in 
Horace  and  Pope  there  is  a  certain  order  and  connexion, 
without  which  their  ]^recepts  would  have  wanted  perspicuiiy 
as  well  as  force.^  This  would  seem  to  be  all  that  either  the 
Boman  or  English  poet  aimed  at,  though  Warburton  endea- 
Toured  bj  a  laboured  commentary  to  show  that  Pope's  Bbssj 
was  a  complete  treatise  both  of  the  art  of  criticism  and  the 
art  of  poetry.  "  You  remember,'*  said  Pope  to  Wycherley, 
''  a  simile  Mr.  Dryden  used  in  conyersation,  of  feathers  in 
the  crowns  of  the  wild  Indians,  which  they  not  only  dioose 
for  the  beauty  of  their  colours,  but  place  them  in  sudi  a 
manner  as  to  reflect  a  lustre  on  each  other."  Sudi  we  be- 
lieve to  have  been  the  art  adopted  by  Pope  in  strin^g  to- 
Sther  the  maxims  contained  in  the  Essay  on  Chiticism,  and 
e  beautiful  illastrations  with  which  it  is  embellished. 
The  poet  did  not  at  first  a£Ex  his  name  to  the  Essay,  and  the 
sale  was  slow.'  It  was  attacked  by  Dennis,  the  most  conspicu- 
ous critic  of  that  period,  but  an  unsuccessful  poet  and  drama- 

*  Some  of  th*  llnei  in  Sheffield's  Eaiay  on  Poetiy  axe  Tigoroos  and 
ootrectx 

**  Flgnres  of  tpeeeh,  irlikli  poets  think  so  fine— 

Aj^s  needless  Tarnish  to  make  natoxe  shine— 

An  axe  hat  paint  npoo  a  beanteons  Isoe, 

And  in  description  only  daim  a  place ; 

But  to  make  rage  declaim  and  grief  disoonrse, 

Itom  loyers  in  despair  Sne  things  to  fbiroe^ 

Most  needs  snooeed,  for  who  can  chooee  hat  pity 

A  dying  hero  miserably  wit^? 

Bat,  oh  I  the  dialogae  idiere  Jest  and  mock' 

Is  held  up  like  a  rest  at  shnttleoock; 

Or  else  like  beOs  eternally  they  chime^ 

They  sl^  in  shnile,  and  die  in  rhyme  r* 
*  So  Lewis,  pabUsher  of  the  poem,  infbrmed  Warton.  To  render  the 
work  better  known,  Pope,  aboat  a  month  after  the  ^ypearanoe  of  the  Essay, 
went  to  Lewis's  shop,  and  addressed  twenty  001^  to  persons  whom  he  con- 
ridered  the  best  judges  of  poetry,  indading  Lrad  Lansdowne  and  the  Dnke 
of  Boddnc^iam ;  and  this  scheme,  it  Is  added,  was  completely  snooessftd. 
Pope,  in  a  letter  to  CaryU,  states  that  the  first  edition  consisted  of  1000 
co^tos.    A  second  was  called  for  in  1718.    The  poem  was  translated  into 
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tiflt.  Pope  had  dared  to  throw  down  the  gauntlet  to  thia  still 
formidable  ariatarclu    When  treating  of  critics  he  said: 

**  But  Appiiis  leddenfl  tt  each  word  yoa  speak, 
And  stares  tremendous  with  a  threatening  eye, 
Like  some  fierce  tyrant  in  old  tiqpestiy.'* 

Dennis  had  written  a  tragedy  on  the  story  of  Appins  and 
Yimnia  (produced  in  1708),  and  was  well  Imown  to  be  irri« 
table  and  yiolent  both  in  his  criticism  and  his  character.    The 
satirical  portrait  was  at  once  recc^ised,  and  the  enraged 
critic  lost  no  time  in  retaliating  in  a  pamphlet,  which  his 
egregious  Tanity  no  doubt  led  him  to  bebeve  would  briug  his 
puny  assailant  to  his  feet  in  submission,  or  annihilate  him 
for  erer.    His  remarks  on  the  Essay  are  replete  with  per- 
sonal abuse,  part  of 
which  will  be  found 
quoted  by  Pope,  in 
justification  of  his 
seyerity,in  hisnotes 
to  the  JDundad;  but 
they  contain  also  a 
few  just   observa- 
tions, by  which  the 
poet  profited.  Den- 
nis was  a  man  of 
acutenessand  learn- 
ing; he  had  been 
noticed    by    Ihy- 
den,  CoDgreve,  and 
Steele;  but  his  tem- 
per, naturally  yio- 
lent and  yindictive,  ' 
had  been  soured  by 
disappointment  and 
intemperance,  and 
his  vanity  and  ca- 
price distorted  his  dknots,  bt  hooabtr. 
judgment.    His  in- 
dignation at  this  time  was  specially  roused  by  the  circumstance 

French  bj  Anthony  Hamflton,  author  ctMhtoing  de  GrammotU,  an  honour 
irhidi  Pope  gratefaUy  and  warmly  acknowledged.  TUs  Tenion  was  never 
prmted,  hat  two  French  transUtiras  saheeqoently  appeared. 
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that  Ifofe  htA  preyioiiBly  sought  his  ao^uaintanoe.  ^  At  hia 
firrt  coming  to  town,"  he  says,  '^  he  was  importtmate  with  Mr. 
GromweQ  to  introduce  him  to  me.  The  recommendation  en- 
gaged me  to  be  about  thrice  in  company  with  him;  after  which 
I  went  to  the  conntiyy  tiU  I  fonnamyBelf  moat  insolently  at- 
tacked in  hiBTery  superficial  Essay  on  Criticism,  by  whi<m  he 
endeayonied  to  oestroy  the  reputation  of  a  man  who  had  pub- 
lished pieces  of  criticism,  and  to  set  up  his  own."  Dennis,  it 
was  obTiouB,  could  bear  no  brother  near  his  critical  throne; 
and  Pope's  predilection  for  satire  was  oyezpoweiing  his  youth- 
ful difiSdence  and  caution.  The  enraged  critic  found  few  to 
sympathise  with  him.  The  Essay  was  too  excellent  to  be 
oriea  down ;  and  many  of  the  scribblers  of  that  day  must  haye 
rejoiced  to  see  the  furious  Goliath  of  criticism  struck  on  the 
forehead,  though  not  felled  to  the  ground,  by  a  smooth  stone 
from  the  sling  of  a  stripling. 

ISiere  was  another  cuss  of  objectors  to  the  Essay  on  Criti- 
cism. The  poet's  liberal  and  tolerant  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject of  reh'gion,  with  his  praise  of  Erasmus  and  his  censure  of 
the  monks,  proyoked  the  holy  Yandals  of  his  own  Church. 
Their  complaints  were  forwarded  to  him  through  the  medium 
of  "the  Hon.  J.  C,"  or  John  Caryll,  of  West  Qrinsted,  a 
member  of  a  Soman  Catholic  family  of  longstanding,  wealth, 
and  influence  in  the  county  of  Sussex.  TThe  modem  head 
of  this  house  was  an  historical  personage— John  Caryll,  the 
Enelidi  Enyoy  at  the  Court  of  Some,  who,  proving  "  too 
timid  for  the  high  Catholic  party,"  as  Dr.  Lingard  has  stated, 
or,  more  probaoly,  too  moaenito  and  prudent  for  his  royal 
master  James,  was  recalled  to  England  and  appointed  Sea:e- 
tary  and  Master  of  Bequests  to  the  (^ueen.  On  the  abdica- 
tion of  James,  Caryll  accompanied  him  abroad,  became  one 
of  the  lyGnisters  of  the  exilea  Court,  and  was  created  a  peer. 
He  died  in  1711,  aged  about  eighty.  As  Lord  or  Secretary 
Caryll  was  a  man  of  literary  tastes,  as  well  as  rank  and  for- 
tune (author  of  a  comedy,  "  Sir  Solomon;  or,  the  Cautious 
Coxcomb,  firom  L^Eoole  ie%  "EwMne^i^  1671,  and  of  seyeral 
translations  in  Diyden's  Miscellanies),  Warburton,  ignorant 
of  the  history  of  the  &mily,  assumed  that  he  was  the  person 
of  that  name  who  proposed  the  subject  of  the  Bape  of  the 
Lock.  The  poet's  friend,  howeyer,  was  a  nephew  of  the 
Secretary,  who  possessed  an  ample  estate,  was  liberal,  tole- 
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rant,  and  aceompIiBlied.     Pope  Bednlonaly  coltiTated  his 
firiendship,  and  as  their  intimacy  ripened,  msAe  him  the  de- 
poritaiT  of  his  priyate  feada,  gnefs,  and  disappointments.' 
To  tnis  tmsted  fiiend  Pope  wrote  in  defence  of  his  Essay: 

^  I  haye  ever  beliered  the  hest  piece  of  sendee  one  ooald  do  to  oar 
religion,  was  openly  to  express  onr  detestation  and  scorn  of  all  those 
mean  artifices  Bad.  pia  Jraudei,  which  it  stands  so  little  in  need  of« 
and  which  have  laid  it  nnder  so  great  a  scandal  among  its  enemies. 

''Nothing  has  heen  so  much  a  scarecrow  to  them,  as  that  too 
peremptoiT  and  nncharitable  assertion  of  an  utter  impossibilitT  of  sal- 
vation to  all  hut  ourselTes :  inyindhle  ignorance  excepted,  wnich,  in- 
deed, some  people  define  nnder  so  great  limitations,  and  with  such 
exclusions,  tnat  it  seems  as  if  that  word  were  rather  invented  as  a 
salvo^  or  expedient,  not  to  he  thought  too  hold  with  the  thunderbolts 
<3i  God  Cs'hich  are  hurled  about  so  freely  on  almost  all  manlrind  by 
the  hands  of  ecclesiastics),  than  as  a  real  exception  to  almost  um- 
yersal  damnation.  For  bcKodes  the  small  number  of  the  truly  faithful 
in  our  Church,  we  must  again  subdivide ;  the  Jansenist  is  damned  by 
the  Jesuit,  the  Jesuit  1^  the  Jansenist,  the  Bcotist  hj  the  Thomis^ 
and  so  forth. 

"There  may  be  errors,  I  grant,  but  I  can't  think  them  of  such  con- 
sequence as  to  destroy  uUerly  the  charity  of  mankind:  the  very 
erwest  bond  in  ^ndiich  we  are  engaged  by  God  to  one  another:  there- 
foreb  I  own  to  you,  I  was  ^lad  of  any  opportunity  to  express  my  dis- 
Ifte  of  so  shochng  a  sentmient  as  tnose  of  the  religion  I  profess  are 

•  W«  owe  sQ  this  conoeniing  the  OaiylU  to  a  writer  in  the  AA&unmif 
who  appesrs  to  hare  had  AocoB  to  the  lunily  papers.  Hestateithat  **the 
exteot  of  Pqpe*s  intimacy  and  oonespondence  with  the  Carylla  cannot  eren 
be  inferred  tmn  the  pohlished  letton.  Pqie  stadionsly  ayoided  to  take 
tank  befiyre  the  pabUo  with  the  Catholics;  and  when,  later  in  life,  he  went 
into  open  oppos&on,  it  was  as  one  of  a  political  not  of  a  leligioas  party.** 
We  mMf  add  that  Pope,  so  early  as  1714,  appears  to  have  been  shy  of 
public  intereourse  with  his  Catholic  brethren.  In  the  original  letter  to 
Martha  Bloont,  on  the  snbject  of  Arabella  Fermor's  marriage,  he  says,  "My 
aoqaaintance  nms  so  much  In  an  anti-Catholic  channel,  that  it  was  but  the 
other  day  I  heard  of  Mrs.  Fermor's  being  actually,  directly,  and  consomma- 
tifdy  married.**  In  another  letter  entitled  "  To  a  Lady  fai  the  name  of  her 
Brother,**  a  certafai  priest,  Sir  l?niliam  Kennedy,  is  in  the  printed  letter  trans- 
formed to  '*  The  BiBT.  Mr.  .**  The  Athenmm  adds,  concerning  Secre- 
tary Caryll,  "  In  1695  he  was  outlawed,  and  his  estate  granted  to  Lord 
Cutta.  Am  the  principal  estate  was  entailed,  the  forfeiture  and  grant  could 
only  extend  to  his  life  interest,  and  this  was  repurchased  by  the  femfly  for 
66001**  ¥nm  the  same  notice  we  learn  that  Pope*s  friend  died  hi  17S6,  and 
that  the  estate  passed  to  and  ihnn  his  grandson. 
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oommonlTohaigedvith;  and  I  hoped  a  digfat  ingmnationy  introduoed 
BO  easDj  oj  a  casual  aimilitade  omj,  oould  never  baye  given  offSencey 
bat  on  the  contrary  moat  needs  have  done  good  in  a  nation  and  time 
wherem  we  are  the  smaller  pai^^  and  oon8eq[aentlj  most  misrepre- 
sented, and  most  in  need  of  vmdioation. 

'Tor  the  same  reason,  I  took  occasion  to  mention  the  superstition 
of  some  ages  after  the  subversion  of  the  Eoman  Empire,  wmch  is  too 
manifest  a  truth  to  be  denied,  and  does  in  no  sort  reflect  upon  the 
present  jjxofessors  of  our  faith,  who  are  free  from  it  Our  silence  in 
these  pomts  maj^  with  some  reason,  make  our  adversaries  think  we 
aUow  and  persist  m  those  bigotries ;  which  yet  in  reality  all  good  and 
sensible  men  despise,  though  they  are  persuaded  not  to  speak  against 
them.  I  can't  tell  why,  smoe  now  'tis  no  way  the  interest  even  of 
the  worst  of  our  priesthood  (as  it  might  have  been  then)  to  have 
them  smothered  in  silenoe :  for,  as  the  opposite  sects  are  now  pre- 
vailing^ 'tis  too  late  to  hinder  our  Church  nom  beinff  slander'd ;  'tis 
our  business  now  to  vindicate  ourselves  from  bemg  thought  abettors 
of  what  they  charge  us  with.  This  can't  so  weU  oe  brought  about 
with  serious  faces;  we  must  laugh  with  them  at  what  deserves  it,  or 
be  content  to  be  laughed  at,  with  sudi  as  deserve  it." 

These  Beiitiments  he  always  entertained;  placing  ^all  his 
glory"  both  in  politics  and  religion  in  ^'moderation."  Eire 
and  Bwordy  ana  fire  and  fiigot,  were  equally  his  aversion. 
As  years  rolled  on  he  became  a  decided  opponent  of  the 
Oourt,  for  his  relirion  and  connexi.ons  threw  him  amoi^ 
the  Jacobites  and  disappointed  politicians ;  but  the  Chnr(£ 
seems  at  no  time  to  have  had  a  strong  hold  on  his  affections. 
Most  of  his  friends  were  tinged  with  infiddity,  and  Lyttel- 
ton,  when  of  this  dass,  conceiyed  Pope  to  be  like  himself. 
Ohesterfield  claimed  him  as  a  Deist.  The  eloquent  Charac- 
teristics of  Shaftesbury,  published  in  17 18,  were  much  read, 
and  Pope  told  Warburton  that  this  work  had,  to  his  know- 
ledge, done  fteat  harm  to  revealed  relirion.  It  was  the  too 
j;enenil  fiishion  of  the  day  to  laugh  at  wl  serious  and  solemn 
impressions,  and  the  youn^  poet  could  hardly  be  more  grave 
thfui  his  seniors  and  associates.  In  a  lively  letter  to  Martha 
Blount  he  says,  ^' Every  one  values  Mr.  Pope,  but  every  one 
for  a  different  reason ;  one  for  his  adherence  to  the  Catholic 
fioth ;  another  for  his  neglect  of  Popish  superstition ;  one  for 
his  grave  behaviour;  another  for  his  widmsicalness ;  Mr. 
Tidcombe  tor  his  pretty  atheistical  jesto ;  Mr.  Oaryll  for  his 
moral  and  Christian  sentences,"  Ac.   When  fairly  embarked 
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in  bis  Homer  he  would  probably  bave  said  be  belonged  to 
the  Ghreek  Church !  At  all  times,  however,  it  was  a  point  of 
honour  to  adhere  nominally  to  the  Gburch  in  which  he  was 
baptised,  persecuted  and  reviled  as  it  was  ^  and  he  knew  that 
any  renunciation  of  the  ancient  fedth  would  have  broken  the 
hearts  of  his  aged  and  doting  parents. 

To  console  the  poet  for  the  enmity  of  Dennis  and  the 
moi^,  he  had  Adaison's  commendation  of  the  Essay  in  the 
Spectator.  The  great  critic,  or  rather  essayist,  quoted  pas- 
sages from  the  work,  pronouncing  it  to  be  "a  very  fine 

«  The  Tnlgar  animosity  agiinat  the  CatboUcB  fireqnently  led  to  such 
scenes  as  the  following,  vhich  we  copy  from  the  newspapets  A  the  day: 

"  On  the  17th  of  November  [1711],  there  was  a  Procession  against  Popish 
yaiavr.  L  Marched  six  Whifflers  hi  l^nner^s  Caps  and  Bed  Waistcoats. 
8.  A  Bellman  Singing  his  Bell,  and  with  a  ddesome  Voice,  crying  all  the 
wmy  (l^nm  Horegate  to  Temple  Bar)  *  Bemember  Jostice  Godfrey.*  8.  A 
Dead  Body  representing  Justice  Godfrey,  in  the  Habit  he  nsoally  Wore,  and 
the  Grarat  wherewith  he  wasMmrthered  abont  his  neck,  with  Spots  of  Blood 
onhis  Wrists,  Breast,  and  Shirt,  and  White  Gloves  on  his  Hands;  his  Face 
Pale  and  Wan,  riding  upon  a  White  Horse,  and  one  of  his  Murderers  behind 
him  to  keep  him  from  Falling,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  was  carried  to  Prim- 
ioseBD3L  4.A  Priest  hi  a  Surplice  and  a  Cape  Embroidered  with  Dead  Men's 
Scnlls,  -and  Bones  and  Skeletons,  who  gave  ont  Pardons  very  plentifiilly,  to 
aU  that  would  Murder  Protestants,  and  proclaiming  it  Meritorious.  8.  Six 
Jesuits  cairyfaig  Bloody  Daggers.  18.  The  Pope's  Chief  Physician,  with 
Jesoits*  Powder  in  one  Hand,  and  a  Urinal  in  the  bther.  U.  The  Pope  and 
the  Devil,  Hogging  and  Whispering.  ....  A  very  great  Bonfire  was 
prepared  at  Inner  Temple  Gate,  and  his  Holiness,  after  some  CompUments 
and  Relnctances,  was  decently  tumbled  into  the  Flames,  the  Devil  who  tiU 
tkm  aeooaiptmied  kirn,  10  him  in  the  Lur^  and  Itmghmg  gave  him  igptohiM 
deterved  Faie.  This  last  Act  of  his  Holiness's  Tragedy  was  attended  with 
a  prodigious  Shout  from  the  joyful  Spectators.**--!^  ProtuUmt  POii  Boy, 
Nov.  17  to  20, 1711. 

**  Wabmihoto  Papuib. — The  Churchwardens  of  London  and  Westminster 
being  ordered  to  enquire  after  Papists,  who  lurk  in  and  about  these  Ci^ 
snd  some  of  them  performing  it  as  if  they  were  not  willing,  or  did  not 
undentand  how  to  go  about  it ;  Qh.  Whether  the  Reverend  Clergy,  whose 
Character  commands  respect  to  thdr  Perwns,  should  not  assist  in  such  En- 
quiries after  Popish  and  Jacobite  House  Keepers,  Inmates,  Lodgers,  ftc.  ? 
....  This,  with  a  Proclamation,  commanding  all  Papists  to  remove 
from  London  aiul  Westminster,  would  seem  to  be  a  much  more  eflfiBctual 
Method  than  fyt  a  few  Men  only  to  go  about,  and  ask  a  superficial  Question, 
whether  House-keepers  be  Papists,  or  have^  Popish  Lodgers  and  Inmates, 
to  which,  for  the  most  part,  they  have  very  slight  Answers  returned,  and 
so  the  End  of  Enquhy  and  Law  is  eluded.**— TAs  FIjfing  Poit^  March  14 
to  17, 1711 
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poem/*  and  ^  a  masterpiece  of  its  kind  ;'*  but  regretting  that 
the  author  had  admitted  into  it  '^  some  strokes*'  of  a  nature 
detracting  from  modem  genius.  The  only  modems  alluded 
to  in  a  depreciatory  sl^le  are  Dennis,  Blackmore,  and  Mil- 
boume — ^the  two  hst  in  connexion  with  the  attacks  on 
Dryden: 

*'  New  Blackmores  and  new  MHboiinies  must  ariae.** 

And  it  would  be  a  Rreat  stretch  of  complacency  to  apply  the 
term  **  genius"  to  uie  works  of  any  of  this  triumTirate,  how- 
ever moral  was  the  muse  of  Blackmore.  Pope  was  grateful 
for  the  critique.  He  addressed  to  Addison  the  following  ao* 
knowled^ent,  first  published  by  Miss  Lucy  Aikin  in  1848 
in  her  Life  of  Addison: 

[Jamitfj,  1711-lS.] 

"  BiBy — ^I  bave  passed  part  of  this  Ghrisimas  with  some  honest 
oDuntiy  geaflemen  who  have  wit  enough  to  be  good  natared*  but  no 
nuamer  of  relish  for  critioiam  or  polite  writinff^  as  joumvr  easily  oon- 
dude^  irbea  I  tell  you  they  never  read  the  spectator.  This  was  the 
reason  I  did  not  see  that  of  the  28th  [the  20th  of  December]  till 
yesterday^  at  my  return  home,  wherein,  though  it  be  the  hiffliest 
satis&otion  to  mid  mvself  commended  by  a  person  whom  m  tiie 
world  commends,  yet  I  am  not  more  obliged  to  jon  for  that  than  for 
vonr  candour  and  mmkness  in  acquainting  me  with  the  error  I  have 
been  suilty  of  in  speakinff  too  freely  of  my  brother  modems.  *^^ 
indeed,  the  common  method  of  all  countmeits  in  wit,  as  well  as  in 
physio,  to  begin  with  warning  us  of  others'  cheats,  in  order  to  make 
the  more  way  for  their  own.  But  if  ever  this  essay  be  thought 
worthy  a  seccmd  edition,  I  shall  be  very  g^  to  strike  out  all  such 
strokes  which  you  shall  be  so  good  as  to  point  out  to  me.  I  shall 
really  be  proud  of  being  ooireotcSl,  for  I  believe  'tb  with  the  errors  of 
the  mind  as  with  the  weeds  of  a  field,  which,  if  th^  are  consimied 
iq>on  the  place,  enrich  and  improve  it  more  than  it  none  had  ever 
grown  there.  Some  of  the  firalts  of  that  book  I  myself  have  found, 
and  more  (I  am  confident)  others  have — enough,  at  least,  to  have 
made  me  veiy  humble,  had  not  you  given  this  md)lic  approbation  of 
it,  which  I  can  look  upon  only  as  the  effect  of  uiat  benevolence  you 
have  been  ever  ready  to  show  to  any  who  but  make  it  thdr  endeavour 
to  do  welL  But  as  a  little  rain  revives  a  fiower  which  too  much  sur- 
duttges  and  depresses,  so  moderate  praise  encourages  a  young  writer,' 

•  ThiB  dmlle  Pope  again  employs  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Wyoher^y, 
Mardh  25, 1705.  The  £ie  use  which  Gowper  has  made  of  the  same  Image 
In  his  Uttle  poem,  '*The  Bose,"  wiU  occur  to  most  readers. 
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but  a  great  deal  may  mjive  him;  and  you  have  been  so  lavish  on  that 
point,  that  I  almost  hope  (not  to  call  in  c[ne8tion  yonr  judgment  in 
the  pieee)  that  'twas  some  particmlar  inclination  to  the  Mithor  which 
earned  yon  so  fiur.  This  would  please  me  more  than  I  can  express, 
for  I  should  in  good  earnest  be  fonder  of  tout  friendship  than  the 
world's  applause.  I  mi^t  hope,  too,  to  deserve  it  betfer,  since  a 
man  ma?  more  easily  answer  for  his  own  sincerity  than  his  own  wit. 
And  if  the  highest  esteem,  built  on  the  justest  ground  on  the  world, 
together  with  gratitude  for  an  oUi^tion  so  unexpectedly  conferred, 
can  oblige  a  man  to  be  ever  yours,  1  beg  you  to  believe  no  one  is 
more  so  than,  sir,  your  most  uithfnl  and  obe^ent  humble  servant, 

"A.  POMI." 

The  quick  eye  of  Pope  had  at  once  recognised  the  hand  of 
Addison  in  the  Spectator,  and  he  wrote  to  him,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  day  after  he  perused  the  criticism.  The  same 
shrewdness,  however,  sugfi;e6ted  that  Steele  might  wish  to  be 
considered  the  author,  and  he  then  penned  a  second  letter  of 
acknowled^ent.  Steele  replied,  in  his  usual  finink  and 
cordial  strain: 

"Ja]ratty,20, 1711. 

''Dbir  Sib,--I  have  received  your  veir  kind  letter.  That  part  of 
it  which  is  srounded  upon  your  belief  that  I  have  much  affection  and 
friendship  lor  you,  I  receive  with  great  pleasure.  That  which  ac- 
knowledges the  honour  done  to  vour  Essay  I  have  no  pretence  to. 
It  was  written  by  one  whom  I  will  make  you  acquainted  with,  which 
is  the  best  return  I  can  make  to  you  for  your  favour  to,  sir,  your 
most  obliged  humble  servant, 

"BlOHAUD  SlEBCB.''* 

In  his  carefhllj-composed  letter  we  see  the  eager  desire  of 
Pope  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  Addison,  to  whom  he 
natnrallj  looked  with  high  and  deferential  respect.  The 
great  in  literature  had  always  his  warmest  homage.  It  does 
not  appear,  however,  that  Addison  at  this  time  made  anj 
approach  to  personal  intimacy.  He  wroto  Spectators,  not 
letters,  and  reserved  his  frimiliar  intercourse  for  a  few  friends, 
or  for  the  social  evening  in  the  coffee-house.  As  yet  Button's 
had  not  attained  its  celebrify  ^  but  towards  the  dose  of  the 
year,  and  throughout  1718,  Pope  and  Addison  frequentlj 
met  in  this  &mous  rendezvous  of  the  wits,  which  has  in- 

*  P^*k Homar  USB.  in  Britiflh  Muaenm;  and  Botooe,  v^  181. 
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Tested  BiiBsell-streei^  Ooyent-garden,  with  bo  many  pleasant 
associations. 

Pope's  acquaintance  witii  Ghjr-.the  most  congenial  and 
best-beloTed  of  his  literaiy  associates— seems  to  haye  com- 
menced in  1711,  or  earlier.  Qnj  was  d£  the  same  age  as 
himself— easy,  indolent,  and  disposed  to  legBii  Pope  with 
profound  respect.  '^  Oay/'  he  says,  **  thej  would  cdl  one  of 
my  Mvet,**  This  simple,  helpless,  lovable  poet  escaped  firom 
behind  the  silk-mercer's  counter,  to  which  ne  was  early  con- 
demned, and  commenced  author.  In  his  twenty-fourth  year, 
to  the  great  joy  of  his  friends,  he  was  taken  into  tiie  house- 
hold of  the  Duchess  of  Monmouth  as  secretary.  *^  By  quitting 
a  shop  for  such  service,'*  says  Johnson,  ^he  might  gain 
leisure,  but  he  certainly  adyanced  littb  in  the  boast  of  inde- 
pendence." He  had  left  the  shop  some  years  before ;  but 
ne  gained  by  the  new  appointment  what  ne  yalued  with  all 
the  eagerness  and  delight  of  a  boy — fine  clothes  and  a  «x>d 
table.  Oon^preye*  said,  as  the  French  philosopher  used  to 
proye  his  existence  by  eoyUo  ergo  mm^  the  greatest  proof  of 
Chiy's  existence  was  icK  ergo  ett.  Pope  also  alludes  to  Gay's 
epicurean  habits.  His  loye  of  finery  afforded  amusement 
both  to  himself  and  his  friends.  When  he  got  his  appoint- 
ment as  secretary  to  the  embassy  to  Hanoyer,  he  soucited 
the  bountjr  of  the  Lord  Treasurer  for  an  outfit,  and  hinted 
his  wants  in  yerse : 

"  Fm  no  move  to  oonyeae  with  the  fwafau^ 

But  go  where  flue  peoiile  reeort; 
One  oen  live  without  mon^  on  pUfau, 

But  never  without  it  at  Coort 
If  when  with  the  ewBins  I  did  gambol, 

I  arrmy'd  me  in  direr  and  Une, 
THien  abroad  and  in  Goorts  I  ahall  ramble^ 

Pn^,  mj  Lord,  how  mnoh  money  wiU  do?** 

Such  was  ^^  Johnny  Ghty.'*  The  death  of  the  ^een  clouded 
his  rising  prospects ;  and  he  was  always  sighmff  for  Court 
preferment,  ana  dangling  after  Mrs.  Howard,  the  fiiyourite 
Lady  of  the  bedchamoer,  who  was  sincerely  attached  to  him, 
but  had  no  power.  He  was  doomed  to  disappointment,  till 
his  Beggar's  Opera^  and  its  supplement,  PoUy,  enabled  him 
to  shine  in  "  silyer  loops  and  garment  blue,"  and  he  found  a 
luxurious  home  in  the  house  of  the  Duke  of  Queensberry. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


▲CQUAIKTAKOB  WITH  GAY.  59 

The  kind  and  eccentric  dachesa  doted  upon  the  simple  poet, 
and  the  dnke  undertook  the  management  of  his  monej, 
eiYing  it  to  him  as  he  wanted  it — a  singolar  and  fetidtoos 
destinj^  for  a  lazy  man  of  genius !  He  mi  dropped  into  the 
qdIj  niche  he  was  qnalified  to  fill.  It  is  impossible  not  to 
regret  that  another  helpless,  nnworldlj,  and  fine-dressiDg 
poet — the  amiable  Goldsmith — ^was  not  so  fortunate.  SU 
clothes  and  luxuries  made  him  die  20002.  in  debt,  while  Ghy's 
estate  realised  for  his  sisters  a  sum  of  about  60002. 

QsY  had  appeared  as  a  poet  before  his  friend  Pope.  In 
1706  he  had  sung  the  charms  of  **  Wine/'  and  commemorated 
the  Devil  Tavem  in  blank  Terse;  but  his  friendship  with 
Pope  was  cemented  b;^  his  Sural  Sports,  publishe4  in  1718, 
ana  inscribed  to  his  friend : 

^  Ton  wbo  the  fweets  of  rural  life  ha,rt  known, 
Deipiae  th*  nngrateftil  hairy  of  fhe  town ; 
In  Windfor  grores  your  euy  honrt  employ, 
And  midistoib*d  yoozsdf  and  Mnae  eq]oy. 
lliimeB  listens  to  thy  strain,  and  silent  flows, 
And  no  rode  wind  thzoog^  rustling  osien  bbws ; 
WUle  sU  his  wondering  nymphs  aionnd  thee  throng. 
To  hear  the  Syrens  waiUe  in  thy  song. 
But  I,  who  ne*er  was  Uess'd  by  Fortime's  hand, 
Nor  Inig^ten'd  ploughshares  in  patvnal  land, 
Long  in  the  noisy  town  hanre  been  immnred, 
Bss^red  its  smoke,  and  aU  its  cares  endured.** 

The  rest  of  the  poem  is  of  the  same  pitch — smooth  de- 
scription, with  the  stock  images  of  pastoral  or  rural  Terse, 
but  containing  indications  of  that  close  observation  and 
general  poetical  power  which  Qaj  afterwards  displayed,  and 
which  formed  a  contrast  to  his  personal  character  and  habits. 
His  Triyia,  and  tiie  Birth  of  the  Squire,  are  admirable  for 
their  Hogurthian  painting  and  broad  humour ;  but  like  most 
of  Ghtj's  works,  they  are  indelicate. 

Steele,  aware  of  the  genius  of  his  yomi^  friend,  cultiyated 
his  acyaaintance.  The  Essay  on  Criticism  must,  indeed, 
hare  given  Pope  the  command  of  any  literary  society  in  the 
metrqK)liB  to  which  he  aspired;  and  shortly  afterwards, 
July  26, 1711,  we  find  Steele  soUciting  him  to  contribute 
some  words  for  music  The  result  was  the  Ode  on  St.  Ce- 
cilia's Day — certainly  not  one  of  his  happiest  productions, 
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and  which  Dryden's  Alezander'B  Feast  should  have  deterred 
him  from  tmaertaldng.  Fortunately^  Steele  did  more  than 
this;  he  procured  j&om  Pope  for  the  Spectator  his  Msisiah: 
u Saered Ikilogue^wiA  The Dgi/ng  OhH^  The 

fi)rmer  appeared  m  the  Spectator  for  Maj  14, 1712,  and  was 
prefiM)ed  with  a  few  lines  from  the  editor,  in  which  he  said 
ne  would  make  no  apoloCT  for  mUerUnmng  his  readers  with 
a  poem, ''  written,*'  he  adds,  '^  by  a  great  genius,  a  friend  of 
mine  in  the  country,  who  is  not  asluuned  to  employ  his  wit 
in  the  praise  of  his  Maker."  This  was  scan^  praise;  but  in 
a  priyate  letter  the  critic  assured  the  poet  linat  the  Messiah 
was  better  than  the  Pollio  of  YirgiL  It  is  perhaps  the  most 
elerated  .of  all  Pope's  poems,  especially  towaros  the  con- 
clusion, where  the  long  race  of  sons  and  dauf^ters  unborn 
crowd  forward  in  prophetic  yision, 

**  Daniading  life,  inpatient  for  tlM  tkias." 

Pope  has  nowhere  else  a  more  strikingly  flguratiye  or  sub- 
lime passage ;  his  lips  were  trulj^  touched  witii  hidlowed  fire 
from  the  altar.  The  J^ing  Chnstian  is  in  the  same  style  of 
rapt  dcTotional  sublimily,  conyejred  in  language  the  most 
musical  and  harmonious.  Steele,  it  appears,  was,  during  tiie 
summer  of  this  year,  liying  in  a  house  between  London  and 
Hampstead — a  cottage  on  Hayerstock  Hill— and  Pope  has 
published  two  of  his  most  sentimental  letters,  addressed  to 
the  retired  wit,  which  contrast  curiously  with  the  letters  ad- 
dressed to  Henry  GromwelL  We  subjoin  the  most  poetical 
of  these  studied  epistles,  which  was  greatly  admued  by  a 
former  generation  of  readers,  and  must  haye  cost  the  wnter 
as  much  trouble  as  an  equal  number  of  lines  in  yerse: 

"Julylfi,  171S. 

**  You  f ormerij  ohsenred  to  m^  that  nothioff  made  a  more  ridiouloos 
figure  in  a  man's  life,  than  the  disparity  we  often  find  in  him  sick  and 
well;  thus,  one  of  an  nnfortanate  oonstitation  is  perpetually  exhibit- 
ing a  miserable  example  of  the  weakness  of  his  mind,  and  of  nis  body, 
in  their  tnms.  1  haye  had  freqoent  opportunities  of  late  to  consider 
mjself  in  these  different  yiews,  and,  I  hope,  haye  receiyed  some  ad- 
yantage  by  it,  if  what  Waller  says  be  true,  that 

M  <  The  MraTf  daric  cottage,  battei'd  and  decay'd, 
Leta  in  new  V^  timmc^  cihinkB  that  time  has  made.* 
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"Then  saieij  aickness,  oontribaimg  no  less  tium  old  ase  to  the 
Bhakiag  down  this  scaffiDlding  of  the  body,  may  discover  the  inward 
stmotore  more  phdnly.  Sickness  is  a  sort  of  early  old  age:  it  teaches 
US  a  diJRdence  in  our  earthly  stale,  and  inspires  us  with  the  thoughts 
of  a  fntme,  better  than  a  thonsand  yoliimes  of  philosophers  and 
divines.  It  gives  so  warning  a  concussion  to  those  props  of  our 
vanity,  our  strengtl:^  and  vonui,  that  we  think  of  f orti^jing  ourselves 
witiiin,  when  there  is  so  little  dependence  upon  our  outworks.  Youth 


at  the  very  best  is  but  a  betrayer  of  human  life  in  a  ffentler  and 
smoother  manner  than  age:  'tis  like  astream  that  nourisnes  a  plant 
upon  a  bank,  and  causes  u  to  flourish  and  blossom  to  the  sigh^  but 


at  the  same  time  is  undermming  it  at  the  root  in  secret.  W[  youtii 
has  dealt  more  fidrly  and  opcmly  with  me;  it  has  afforded  sevend 
prospects  of  my  danm,  and  gnren  me  an  advantafc  not  vexr  common 
to  young  men,  that  the  attractions  of  the  world  have  not  dazzled  me 
venrmuch;  Kod  I  begin,  where  most  people  end,  witii  a  full  con- 
vioooii  of  the  emptiness  of  all  sorts  or  ambition,  and  the  unsatis- 
&ctory  nature  of  all  human  pleasures.  When  a  smart  flt  of  sickness 
teDs  me  this  scurvy  tenement  of  my  body  will  fall  in  a  little  tune,  I 
am  e'en  as  unooncemed  as  was  that  honm  Hibeniian,  who  being  in 
bed  in  the  mat  storm  some  years  aso,  and  told  the  house  would 
tumble  over  nis  head,  made  answer,  'What  care  I  for  the  houseP  I 
am  only  a  lodger.'  I  fancy  'tis  the  best  time  to  die  when  one  is  in 
the  best  humour;  and  so  excessivdv  weak  as  I  now  am,  I  may  say 
with  conscience,  that  I  am  not  at  all  uneasy  at  the  thought,  that 
muLj  men,  whom  I  never  had  any  esteem  for,  are  likdv  to  enjoy  this 
woEld  after  me.  When  I  reflect  what  an  inconsideraDle  little  atom 
every  sin^  man  is,  with  respect  to  the  whole  creation,  methinks  'tis 
a  shame  to  be  concerned  at  the  removal  of  such  a  trivial  animal  as  I 
am.  The  morning  after  my  exit,  the  sun  will  rise  as  bright  as  ever, 
the  flowers  smell  as  sweety  the  plants  spring  as  green,  the  world  wiU 
nroceed  in  its  oM  course,  people  will  laugh  as  heartily,  and  many  as 
fast,  as  they  were  used  to  do.  The  memory  of  man  fas  it  is  eWantly 
expressed  in  the  Book  of  "VHsdom]!  passeth  away  as  the  remembrance 
of  a  guest  that  tairieth  but  one  day.  There  are  reasons  enou£^  in 
'the  fourth  chapter  of  the  same  book,  to  make  any  youn^  man  con- 
tei^  with  the  prospect  of  .death.  'Por  honourable  ase  is  not  that 
which  staadeth  in  length  of  time,  or  is  measured  by  number  of  years. 
But  wisdom  is  the  grey  hair  to  men,  and  an  unspotted  life  is  old  age. 
He  was  taken  away  speedily^  lest  wickedness  should  alter  his  under- 
standing, or  deceit  D^uile  nis  soul,'  ftc. 

"lamyours,  &c" 

We  may  conoeive  tbis  letter  read  to  the  family  circle  at 
Binfield  before  it  was  despatched,  and  the  joy  and  exultation 
with  which  the  elder  Pope  woiild  listen  to  the  pious  strain 
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of  sentiment  it  breathesy  and  to  the  choice  and  elegant  lan- 
|;aage  in  which  it  ia  ezpreeaed.  Bat,  after  all,  we  aospect 
it  was  a  mere  literary  exercise,  to  which  Steele's  name  was 
not  attached  tmtil  long  afterwards ;  had  he  received  it^  he 
would  hare  put  it  in  the  Spectator. 

The  success  of  Tonson's  yolumes  of  Miscellanies  induced 
a  brother  bibliopole,  Bernard  Lintot,  to  yenture  on  a  work 
of  the  same  description^  He  enf;aged  the  services  of  Pope, 
and  in  1712  appewed  his  collection  of  JUueeUaneous  Foemi 
and  Tramlaiioni,  to  which  Pope  contributed  the  first  sketch 
of  his  Bape  of  the  Lock,  trsnslations  &om  Statins  and  Ovid, 
and  some  smaller  ori^nal  pieces  J  In  the  same  volume  were 
published  Ohauom^M  Oka/raeUn;  or,  ihe  IfUrodueHon  to  the 
Ckmtdffurv  Taiet^  by  Mr.  Thomas  Betterton.  This  fiunous 
tragedian  had  died  two  years  before,  and  Pope,  who  knew  and 
esteemed  him,  is  said  to  have  written  these  Characters  him- 
self, and  published  them  in  Betterton's  name  for  the  benefit 
of  the  deceased  actor's  fiunily.  The  Bape  of  the  Lock  is  the 
most  important  of  the  Pope  contributions,  though  it  was  but 
a  fragment  or  skeleton  of^what  the  poem  was  afterwards  to 
become.  The  Miscellaxiv  was  noticed  by  Addison  in  the 
Spectator.  He  had  read  over,  he  said,  with  gjreat  pleasure, 
'*  the  late  Miscellany  published  by  Mr.  Po^e,  in  which  there 
are  many  excellent  compositions  of  that  ingenious  |;entie- 
man."  In  the  same  essay,  Addison  praised  a  poem  of  Tickell's 
on  the  Prospect  of  Peace,  and  recommended  the  Pastorals  of 
Philips.  Of  the  latter,  he  observed:  ^One  would  have 
thought  it  impossible  for  this  kind  of  poetry  to  have  sub- 
sistea  without  fauns  and  satyrs,  wood  nymphs  and  water 
nymphs,  with  all  the  tribe  of  rural  deities ;  but  we  see  he  has 
given  a  new  life  and  a  more  natmnl  beauty  to  this  way  of 
writing,  by  substituting,  in  the  place  of  tnese  antiquated 
fables,  the  superstitious  mythology  which  prevails  amooog 
the  shepherds  of  our  country."    To  Pope  was  awarded ''  faint 

f  raise" — ^the  merest  adumbration,  while  Tickell  and  Ambrose 
Philips  received  cordial  and  hearty  commendation.    Nay,  the 
critic^s  eulogy  on  Phi]q>s's  Pastorals  is  an  oblique  satire  on 

'  TUs  MlaceHany  wai  reprinted  in  1714,  Pope's  name  being  dispUjed 
oonspicoonaly  on  the  title-page,  and  all  the  pieces  from  his  pen  enumermted. 
Henoe  H  has  been  called  **Pope*s  BOsceUany."  He  had  probably  acted  as 
editor. 
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Pope's,  for  Pope  used  the  classic  myihology  to  iUustrate  his 
poem. 

One  piece  in  this  IGsceUanj,  entitled,  **  To  a  YoungLadj, 
wifch  the  Works  of  Yoitore,*'  is  connected  with  an  interesting 
portion  of  the  poet's  personal  histoiy. 

We  haye  seen  the  keen  relish  with  which  Pope  entered 
into  society  and  couted  the  correspondence  of  the  town  wits 
and  coffee-house  critics.  In  the  country,  howeyer,  he  was 
not  destitute  of  other  attractions  than  his  books  and  yerses. 
The  circumstance  of  his  being  a  Boman  Cafcholio,  though 
publidy  disadvantageous,  had  this  private  compensation,  that 
it  introduced  him  more  readily  into  the  company  of  opulent 
fiunilies  of  that  creed,  who  dung  all  the  more  closely  toge- 
ther in  consequence  of  their  proscription  by  the  Sfcate,  and 
who  were  proud  to  hatl  as  one  of  their  body  a  younff  poet  of 
pre-eminent  ezcellenoe  and  promise.  With  the  CSuyUs  of 
Sussex  he  had  akeady  estalblished  a  close  intimacy;  and 
amonff  the  Catholic  familieB  at  that  time  resident  in  Berks 
and  Oxfordshire,  were  Englefield  of  Whitoknights,  Tatters- 
hall  of  Pinchampstead,  Perkins  of  Ufton,  Sir  George  Brown 
of  E^dington,  Stonor  of  Stonor  Park,  Permor  of  Tusmore, 
Bloimt  of  Mapledurfaam,  Ac. 

The  families  of  Le  Blount  were  of  great  antiquity,  and 
could  trace  their  descent  from  two  brothers  who  accompanied 
William  the  Norman  to  England.  Sir  John  Blount,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  m.,  was  married  to  Isolda  Mountjoy,  and 
from  this  union  is  descended  the  family  of  Blount  of  Soding- 
ton,  conspicuous  in  history,  partly  as  Lords  Mountjoy  (Charles 
Blount,  tbe  fayourito  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  will  occur  to  the 
recollection  of  most  readers),  and  now  represented  by  Sir 
Edward  Bbunt.  Sir  John  Blount  had  a  son  who  married 
Sancha  de  Ayala,  of  the  house  of  Castile,  and  from  him  de- 
scended the  Blounts  of  Oxfordshire.  Sir  Walter  Blount  of 
history  and  of  Shakspeare,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Shrews- 
bury, was  of  this  faimly.  In  the  following  century.  Sir  Mi- 
chael Blount,  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  purchased  the  manor 
of  Mapledurfaam,  on  the  Oxfordshire  side  of  the  Thames, 
near  Beading,  and  erected  the  large  and  yenerable  mansion 
which  still  remains  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants.  It 
was  subjected  to  an  assault  during  the  civil  war  (when  it  was 
courageously  defended  in  aid  of  the  royal  cause  by  Sir 
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Charles  Blount),  but  it  continuea  in  the  most  perfect  state, 
with  its  fine  ayenue  of  elms  and  spacious  lawn,  and  forms 
one  of  our  best  specimens  of  Elizabethan  architecture,  un* 
spofled  by  innovation. 


XAPLEDUBHAM  HOUBB. 


In  the  time  of  Pope's  youth  this  ancient  and  distinguished 
royalist  family  was  represented  by  Mr.  Lister  Blount,  who 
had  one  son,  Michaet  his  successor,  and  two  daughters, 
Teresa  and  Martha  Blount — ^names  which  will  for  ever  be 
associated  with  that  of  Pope,  as  Stella  and  Vanessa  are  with 
the  name  and  history  or  Swift.  Happily  the  Pope  con- 
nexion was  less  painfully  interesting  and  less  tragic^  in  its 
results  ihaxi  that  of  Swifb;  but  in  ooth  cases  a  mystery  was 
preseryed  which  still  baffles  inyestisation.  Swift,  cold  and 
stem,  had  no  sympathy  with  ^'UJling  eyes  or  bleeding 


hearts." 


"  His  conduct  mi^  have  made  him  styled 
A  fitther,  and  the  nymph  hii  child." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


T£BS8A  AKD  KABTHA.  BLOTHirT.  65 

But  he  proved  a  stepfaiher — crosbing  the  hopes  he  had 
excited — ^the  onlj  hopes  that  blossomed  in  that  desert  of 
existence — and  lutimatelj  breaking  the  hearts  of  the  yery 
beiDes  whom  he  loved  most  on  earth.  Pope  was  more  sns- 
ceptmle ;  there  was  passion  enouffh  in  his  intercourse  with 
the  sisters— especially  with  the  eldest,  Teresa— but  his  af- 
fections were  finally  and  irrevocably  centred  in  Martha.^ 
His  acquaintance  with  the  ladies  gradually  proceeded  to  in* 
timacy,  then  a  wanner  feeline  and  some  extravagant  gal- 
lantry succeeded,  after  which  nriendship  again  took  its  place, 
and,  m  the  case  of  Martha,  being  founcted,  as  he  said,  on 
"unalterable  principles,"  it  was  never  dissolved.  Even  in 
this  first  poetical  ofiering  to  Teresa,  published  in  1712,  the 
lines  have  nothing  of  an  amatory  character.  The  poet  com- 
memorates the  power,  not  of  love  raised  on  beauty,  but  of 
good  nature,  which  alone,  he  says, 


-  teachet  duumtf  to  last, 


StQl  makes  imw  oonqoests,  and  majntains  the  past" 

And  he  transmitted  the  volume  containing  this  epistle  to 
Teresa's  sister,  Martha,  with  the  following  letter : 

"Biayy«26,1718. 

^Madax, — ^At  last  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  send  von  the  Hape 
of  the  Lock,  which  has  been  so  long  coming  ont,  that  the  lady's 

*  Teresa  (whoiras  b^itised  Teresa-Marift)  was  bom  at  Paris,  October  16, 
1688.  Martha  was  bom  June  15, 1690.  Thqr  were  partly  educated  at  a 
ladies*  school  at  Hammersmith,  and  were  afterwards  placed  at  an  establish- 
ment in  Paris  in  the  Bne  Bonlanger.  By  the  will  of  Lister  Bloont,  the 
fioher,  dated  liay  16,  1710  (he  died  S6th  Jnne  of  the  same  year),  it  was 
directed  that  if  his  son  Ifichael  should  die  withoat  issue,  Martha  was  to  in- 
herit Maplednxham,  and  her  eldest  sister  Teresa,  being  bom  an  alien,  was  to 
have  a  sum  of  12,000J1  The  French  education  of  the  young  ladies  im- 
parted a  certain  polish  and  Tiraci^  to  their  manners,  and  Teresa  is  de- 
scribed as  a  person  of  remazlcable  talents. 

Pope*s  letters — at  least  such  as  remain — are  preserved  at  Mapledurham, 
bound  up  with  others  addressed  to  the  young  ladies;  and  there  is  also  an 
interesting  pedi^^ee  of  the  Cunily,  drawn  up  by  the  Ber.  C.  Lefebvre. 
These  MSS.  were  made  use  of  by  Sir  Alexander  Croke  in  his  Cknealogical 
History  of  the  Croke  Family  (originany  Le  Blount),  a  woric  printed  but  not 
published.  Midiad  Blount,  ue  brother  of  Teresa  and  Martha,  married,  in 
1716,  Maiy-Agnes,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Sir  J.  Tichbome,  of  Tichbome, 
Hanti,  by  whom  he  had  a  numerous  fSunily;  the  present  proprietor  of 
Mapleduiham,  Hichael-Henry-Maiy  Blount,  being  his  great  grandson.  To 
this  gentleman  the  present  edition  of  Pope  is  largely  indebted. 

F 
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channs  ndglit  hm  been  half  decayed,  idiile  the  poet  was  cdebratme 
them,  and  the  printer  poblishmg  them.  But  joimelf  and  jonr  fair 
sister  mnst  needs  have  been  simeited  ahreadj  with  ihaa  trifle;  mL 
therefore^  yon  have  no  hopes  of  entertainment  but  from  the  rest  ^ 
this  boolC  wherein  (thej  tell  me)  are  some  things  that  maj  be  dan- 
gerous to  be  looked  npon :  however,  I  tiiink  yon  may  Teotmre,thon^ 
Ton  should  blnsh  for  it,  since  bhshinff  becomes  yon  ^  best  of  any 
lady  in  England,  and  then  the  most  aangerous  thing  to  be  looked 
upon  is  youseE  Indeed,  madam,  not  to  natter  you,  our  virtue  wiU 
sooner  be  orerthzown  by  one  glance  of  yonrs,  thim  by  i^  the  wicked 
poets  can  write  in  an  age,  as  has  been  too  dwly  experienced  by  the 
wickedest  of  'em  aU,  that  is  to  say  by,  madam,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant— A.  Pofb.''  * 

Gay  has  described  the  siBtera,  as 

<"ni6  fidr-haif d  MtfUia  and  Ta«8a  liroim;'' 

and  their  portraitB  at  Mapledurham  attest  the  troth  of  the 
brief  descnption,  while  also  diq>1ayiiig  the  mingled  franknessy 
grace,  and  intelligence  of  the  eldier  sister,  and  Martha's  fine 
complexion  and  blue  eyes,  which  Pope  loved  to  celebrate. 
A  large  i»ictare  in  the  funilj  mansion  represents  the  sisters 
as  gaSiering  flowers,  Martha  preceding  Teresa^  who  has  hold 
of  her  arm,  and  the  expression  of  both  is  highlj  pleasing  and 
animated.^ 
The  friendship  of  two  yonng  ladies,  members  of  a  distin- 

•  Pint  printed  hi  BoiHoi'f  edit  of  Pope.  Hr.  A.  Chafaneo,  wbo  added 
the  notes  to  the  letten  (signed  "  C"),  siqipoeed  that  the  hook  sent  by  Pope 
was  the  enlarged  e^tkm  of  the  Bape  of  the  Lock,  but  this  was  not  printed 
tail714.  Thebodkieftrredto  wasnndoobtedlyacopyofLintot^sMlsQd- 
ha^.  It  is  strange  that  there  is  no  mention  in  the  letter  of  the  lines  to  Teresa 
in  the  seme  TQlmne.  Conld  they  haye  been  originally  addressed  to  some 
other]ady,ordidthqrfivnia£mcypictaienn8ppiopriate^  Thdrfixsttitlfl^ 
98  we  hsiVe  seen,  was  merely  **To  a  Young  Lady,"  Ac,  and  they  bear  the 
same  in  the  Woika^  r.  i^  poblished  in  1717,  thongh  sobeeqiientfy  headed  by 
Pope  "  To  Wm  Bloant" 

M  The  ftmily  timditioo  is,  that  this  i^ctozB  Is  by  KneDer,  but  it  is  mors 
likely  to  be  the  one  thns  aUitded  to  by  Jems,  in  a  letter  written  by  the  artist 
toPaneDi  ''IhaTeJnst  [1716]  setthelssthandtoaoonplet,  fbrsolmay 
can  two  nymphs  in  one  piece,  lliey  aiePOTe'efityomites;  and  thon^  ibw, 
yon  win  guess,  have  cost  me  more  pains — [more]  than  anj  nymphs  can  be 
worth— he  is  so  wiTeemmahle  wt  to  vxpeet  that  I  shoold  have  made  them 
as  beantifiil  upon  canvas  as  he  has  dcme  upon  psper."  Copies  firam  this 
*'  couplet'*  were  drawn  and  engraved  tor  Mr.  Bowles's  P<^m,  but  the  effect  Is 
mnch  injured  by  the  likenesses  being  made  into  two  separate  portraits 
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goislied  family,  and  posseBsing  all  the  accoin^liBlimentB  of  the 
period,  aided  by  educatioii  and  residence  in  Erance,  most 
We  flattered  the  budding  vaniiy  and  importance  of  Pope, 
and  we  may  conceiYe  the  delight  with  which  he  occasionally 
left  his  studies  and  humble  retreat  at  Binfield,  to  ride  to 
'Whitehnights,  seven  miles  distant,  or  three  miles  further,  by 
the  pleasant  town  of  Beading,  to  that  picturesque  old  royalist 
mansion,  in  which  his  genius  and  rising  fame  ensured  him  a 
cordial  welcome.  If  he  was  not  a  lover  of  the  enthusiastic 
stamp, 

"  Lone  Bitting  hy  the  fihoreB  of  old  Bomance,** 

he  was  a  poet,  bright  with  hope  and  fancy,  and  eager  to  re- 
ceive and  to  bestow  admiration. 

The  exact  date  at  which  Pope's  intimacy  "with  these  ladies 
commenced  has  not  been  ascertained.  Spence  records  a  con- 
versation with  Martha  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  evidentiy  a 
vague,  general  recollection,  made  after  the  lapse  of  tlurty  or 
more  years.  '^  My  grandfather,  Englefield  of  Whitekmghts," 
she  said,  ^^was  a  great  lover  of  poetry  and  poets,  ^e  was 
acquainted  with  ]U&.  Pope,  and  aomired  him  highly.  It  was 
at  his  house  that  I  first  used  to  seeMr.Pope.  'Itwasafter 
his  Essay  on  Criticism  was  published  ?*  On,  yes,  sir.  I  was 
then  a  very  littie  girl.  [She  was  tweniy*one  when  the  Essav 
on  Criticism  was  published.]  tSj  uncle  used  to  say  much 
of  him,  but  I  did  not  attend  to  it  at  that  time.''  And  in 
another  of  Spence's  gleanings.  Miss  Blount  is  made  to  say 
that  her  first  acgmuntance  with  Pope  was  after  he  had  begun 
the  niad,  which  was  not  till  1718,  and  Pope,  we  have  seen, 
had  been  intimate  with  her  at  least  a  year  previous.  Erom  a 
letter  of  Pope's  mother  (printed  in  the  **  Additions  to  Pope's 
Works,"  and  given  in  our  Appendix),  the  acquaintance  would 
seem  to  have  begun  before  the  summer  of  1710.  In  the 
printed  correspondence  is  a  letter  evidentiy  meant  to  apply 
to  the  Mapledurham  ladies,  which  gives  us  an  earlier  date : 

"Bath,  1714. 

"  You  are  to  understand,  madam,  tiiat  my  passion  for  your  &ir  self 
andyonr  sister  has  been  cOvided  wttii  the  most  wondeml  reg^olarity 
in  ine  woild.  Even  from  my  infancy,  I  have  been  in  B5ve  with  one 
after  the  other  of  yon,  week  by  week,  imd  my  joomej  to  ]Baih  fell  out 
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in  the  three  hundred  seventj-sixth  week  of  the  reign  of  my  soyereign 
kd  7  SjItia.  At  the  nresent  writing  hereof  it  is  the  throe  hundred 
eigLfy-ninth  week  of  tne  reign  of  tout  most  serene  nugestj,  in  whose 
service  I  was  listed  some  weeks  Wore  I  bdield  jonr  sister.  This 
information  will  aooonnt  for  mj  writing  to  either  of  yon  hereafter,  as 
either  shall  happen  to  be  qneen-regent  at  that  time.'^ 

On  applying  the  Yidgar  touchstone  of  arithmetic  to  this 
poetical  aiedaxation,  we  find  that  the  attachment  must  haye 
begun  in  the  year  ITO?,  when  Teresa  and  Pope  were  in  their 
nineteenth  year,  and  Martha  was  seventeen.  But  neither 
Pope  nor  W  arburton  print  this  letter  as  addressed  to  Teresa 
or  jtfartha ;  the  former  excluded  it  from  what  he  termed  the 
eenuine  edition  of  his  letters,  and  it  is,  perhaps,  only  a  fanci- 
ful display  of  epistolary  gallantry,  no  more  to  be  reued  upon 
than  the  Dead-roll  of  lieauties  in  Horace's  lyrics  or  Cowley's 
"  Chronicle."  » 

Although  the  earliest  of  the  existing  letters  bearing  a  date 
belonfl;8  to  1712,  it  is  eyident  that  the  poet  had  then  fre- 
quently met  his  fair  correspondent  and  her  sister;  and, 
judging  from  the  handwriting,  at  least  two  other  commu- 
nications are  of  older  date.  The  following  fragment,  un- 
dated and  unsigned,  is  in  Pope's  youthful  himd : 

"  But  1  assure  yoo,  as  long  as  I  have  any  memory,  I  shall  never 
forget  that  piece  of  humanity  in  you.  1  must  own  I  should  never 
have  looked  for  sincerity  in  your  sex ;  and  nothing  was  so  sorprising 
as  to  find  it,  not  onlv  in  yoor  sex,  hut  in  two  of  the  youngest  and 
fairest  of  it.  If  it  oe  possible  for  you  to  pardon  this  last  foUv  of 
mine,  'twill  be  a  greater  strain  of  goodness  than  I  expect  even  m>m 
yoorselves.  But  whether  you  can  pardon  it  or  not,  I  think  mysdf 
obliged  to  give  you  this  testimony  under  my  hand^  that  I  must  ever 
have  that  wae  for  yonr  characters  as  to  eanftress  it  for  the  fatore  on 
all  oocasions,  and  in  all  the  wavs  I  am  capaole  of. 

"  That  gentleman  who  is  so  happy  as  to  have  you  both  his  Mends  is 
above  all  other  friendship ;  but  if  be  pleases  to  aoo^t  of  mine  he  majr 
(in  spite  of  sll  calomnj)  be  assured  of  it.  The  same  method  that  is 
used  to  make  him  doubt  of  my  honesty  has  been  practised  formedy  to 

II  In  the  fonn«r  editkm,  after  the  mentkn  of  "Lady  Sylvia,"  was  added 
between  brtckete  *^MarAa  in  the  originaL"  On  a  moie  oazeftd  ezaminar- 
tionof  the  Ifaplediirham  KSS.,  the  editor  was  enipriaed  at  not  being  able  to 
find  this  letter,  and  is  convinced  that  in  the  Iraixy  with  which  the  fixst 
editicn  was  got  up,  he  had  mistaken  the  pniport  of  eome  entiy  in  hie  note- 
book. He  can  only  expren  Ids  zegiet  for  this  error.  In  the  Appendix  will 
be  found  a- lift  of  all  the  Pope  letttfs  remaining  at  tfi^Iedurham. 
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eanse  mj  disinui  of  his,  and  bj  the  same  persons.    And  he  maj  be 
confident  that  nothing  bat  the  Valae  I  hare  Tor  his "^* 

And  ibis  toacliing  and  beautiful  letter,  often  printed,  is  in 
the  same  careful  and  seeminglj  youtbM  Land.  It  is  the 
only  one  in  which  the  name  is  misspeU  ''  Blunt,*'  though  cor- 
rectly giren  on  the  address  outside.  The  date  seems  to  hare 
been  torn  off: 

"  Madam,— The  chief  eanse  I  have  to  repent  my  leaying  the  town, 
is  the  nncertaintr  I  am  in  everj  day  of  yonr  sisto^s  state  of  health. 
I  really  expectea  by  eveiy  post  to  We  heard  of  her  recoyery,  bat, 
on  the  contrary,  each  letter  has  been  a  new  awakening  to  my  appre- 
hensions, and  I  haye  eyer  since  snffered  alarms  npon  alarms  on  her 
aooonnt.  A  month  ago  I  shonld  haye  langhed  at  any  one  who  had 
told  me  my  heart  wonld  be  perpetaal]y  beatinj^  for  a  lady  that  was 
thirW  miles  off  from  me;  and,  indeed,  I  neyer  miagined  my  concern 
woaid  be  half  so  mat  for  any  young  woman  whom  I  haye  been  no 
more  oblieed  to  tnan  to  so  innocent  an  one  as  she.  Bat,  madam,  it 
is  with  the  ntmost  serioasness  I  assore  yon,  no  relation  yon  hiaye 
can  be  more  sensibly  tooched  at  this  than  1,  nor  any  danger,  if  any  I 
haye,  ooold  affeot  me  with  more  nneasmess  (thoogh  as  I  neyer  Im.  a 
sister.  I  can't  be  qoite  so  good  a  judge  as  you  how  far  homan  nature 
would  carry  me).  I  haye  fdt  some  weaknesses  of  a  tender  kind,  which 
I  woald  not  be  free  from;  and  I  am  glad  to  find  my  yalae  for  people 
so  riffhtly  placed  as  to  neroeiye  them  on  this  occasion. 

''Joannot  be  sogooa  a  Christian  as  to  be  willing  to  resign  my  own 
happiness  here  for  hers  in  another  life.  I  do  more  than  wish  for  her 
saicSy,  for  eyery  wish  I  make  I  find  immediately  changed  into  a  prayer, 
and  a  more  feryent  one  than  I  had  learned  to  make  ml  now. 
^  ''May  her  life  be  longer  and  happier  than  perhaps  herself  may  de- 
sire, that  is,  as  long  and  as  happy  as  yoa  can  wish :  may  her  beismty 
be  as  great  as  posnble,  that  is,  as  it  always  was,  or  as  yours  is.  But 
wbateyer  rayages  a  merciless  distemper  may  commit,  I  dare  promise 
her  boldly,  what  few  (jl  any)  of  her  makers  of  yisits  and  compliments 
dare  to  do :  she  shall  haye  one  man  as  much  her  admirer  as  eyer.  As 
for  your  part,  madam,  yoa  haye  me  so  more  than  eyer,  since  I  haye 
been  a  witness  to  the  generous  tenderness  you  haye  shown  upon  this 
occasion. 

'*  I  beg  Mrs.  Blount  and  Mr.  Blount  to  belieye  me  yery  faithfully 
Uieir  seryant,  and  that  your  good  mother  will  accept  of  a  thousand 
thanks  for  the  fayour  of  her  maid's  letters,  and  obhge  i^e  with  the 
ocmtinuance  of  them  eyery  post.    I  entreat  her  pardon  that  I  did  not 

^  Mapleduxluun  HSS. 
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take  mj  kave  of  her;  for  when  I  parfced  from  yoa  I  was  under  some 
oonfosion,  which  I  beUere  yon  might  peroeiYe.  I  thought  at  that 
moment  to  have  snatched  a  minute  or  two  more  to  have  oaUed  again 
that  night.  But  when  I  know  I  act  uprightly,  I  depend  upon  for- 
giveness from  such  as  I  think  you  are.  I  hope  you  will  always  be 
just,  and  that  is,  always  look  upon  me  as,  madam,  your  most  obe- 
dient, futhfol,  and  humbb  servant, 

"A.  Popi. 

"  To  Mrs.  Teresa  Bloont,  next  door  to  my  Lord  SalisbQiy'fl^ 
in  King-ttreet|  by  St  JameB's-aqnare.'* 

The  calm  good  sense,  kind  consideration,  and  propriety  of 
this  letter,  need  not  be  pointed  out.  K  we  be  right  in  our 
conjecture  that  this  is  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  Mapleduiham 
letters,  it  must  have  been  written  before  the  death  of  Mr. 
Lister  Blount,  in  June,  1710. 

The  young  ladies  of  Mapledurham  had  another  poetical 
attendant  and  correspondent.  This  was  James  Moore  (after- 
wards James  Moore  Smythe),  the  son  of  Arthur  Moore,  a 
conspicuous  politician  in  the  time  of  Queen  Anne,  and  asso* 
ciated^with  Bolingbroke  and  Prior  in  the  negotiations  for 
effecting  the  treaty  of  conmierce  between  Ghreat  Britain  and 
Spain.  Arthur  Moore,  as  a  politician,  was  deeply  tainted 
with  the  venality  and  corruption  of  the  times ;  out  he  had 
admirable  talents  for  pubHo  Dusiness,  and  had  raised  himself 
from  the  humblest  condition  to  a  leading  position  in  the 
government.^  At  this  time  he  was  one  of  the  Commissionera 
of  Trade,  a  Controller  of  Army  Accounts,  a  Director  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  and  M.P.  for  Great  Grimsby.  His 
son  James — ^the  "  rhantom"  of  the  Dunciad,  and  the  object 
of  Pope's  implacable  hatred — ^was  a  Fellow  of  All  Souls' 
CoUe^,  Oxford,  and  held,  conjointly  vnth  an  elder  brother, 
the  office  of  Paymaster  of  the  Band  of  Gbntlemen  Pensioners. 

'*  In  the  Whig  lampoons  of  the  day,  he  is  said  to  hava  been  tiie  son  of 
the  gaoler  at  Monagfaan  in  Ireland,  "bom  at  the  paternal  seat  of  his  CunUy 
— ^the  tap-house  at  the  prisGn-gate.**  Pope,  as  we  shall  aftenraids  see,  re- 
presents him  as  having  been  (like  another  member  ot  the  Administration, 
the  elder  Graggs)  a  footman.  "  This  old  Craggs,**  says  Horace  Wa^le, 
"  was  angry  with  Arthur  Moore,  who  had  worn  a  liTery  too,  and  who  was 
getting  into  a  coach  with  him,  he  turned  about  and  said,  *  Why,  Arthur,  I 
am  always  going  to  get  up  behind;  are  not  you?**— XeMer  to  ifcmn, 
Sept  1, 1760. 
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He  wrote  a  comedj  called  Ute  Biyal  Modes,  and  some  small 
poetical  nieces ;  bat  his  productions  are  known  only  by  name, 
TOeeerred  like  the  poet's  straws  in  amber,  in  the  satire  of 
rope.  Moore,  in  Ins  correspondence,  took  the  name  of 
Alexis;  Teresa  Bbnnt  was  Zephalinda,  and  Martha,  Fazthe- 
nissa.  These  **  sentimental  fopperies,"  as  Mr.  Bowles  styles 
them,  and  justly,  though  the  masculine  mind  of  Burns  stooped 
to  the  romantic  folly  of  becoming  Sylvander  to  a  darinda^ 
were  continued  throughout  the  year  1718 ;  at  least  most  of 
the  existing  letters  are  of  this  period,  but  a  few  are  undated. 
Moore  idso  odebrated  in  yerse  the  charms  of  Teresa.  His 
letters  contain  the  liditer  news  of  the  day — notices  of  balls, 
masquerades,  and  faiuiionable  movements,  interspersed  with 
professions  of  attachment  and  extraragant  comphments.  At 
this  time  there  was  no  indication  of  j^ousy  or  hostile  £9el- 
ing  between  the  real  and  the  assumed  Alexis.  The  only 
mention  of  Pope  by  Moore  is  a  casual  one,  under  the  date  of 
July  80, 1718 :  **  I  was  some  hours  witii  Mr.  Pope  yesterday, 
who  has,  to  use  his  own  words,  a  mighiy  respect  for  the  two 
Miss  Blounto.'*  That  respect  was  in  the  following  year 
erinoed  in  a  manner  in  which  Pope  had  no  rival.  Teresa 
had  been,  in  London  to  witness  the  coronation  of  (}eoige  L 
in  September,  1714,  and  Pope  addressed  to  her  a  poetical 
epistle,  in  which  he  pictures  the  contrast  experiencea  on  her 
return  to  the  countiy : 

**  Thus  from  the  mnld  fair  Zephalinds  flew, 
Saw  othen  happy,  and  with  sighs  withdrew; 
Kot  that  their  pleasures  caused  her  discontent, 
She  sigh'd  not  that  they  sta/d,  bnt  that  she  went 
She  went  to  plain-work,  and  to  parhng  brooks, 
01d-fiuhlon*d  halls,  dnil  annts,  and.  croaking  rooks. 
She  went  from  opera,  park,  assembly,  play. 
To  morning-walks,  and  prayers  three  hours  a-day ; 
To  part  her  time  *twixt  readbig  and  bdiea, 
To  mnse,  and  spiU  her  solitary  tea. 
Or  o*er  cold  coffee  trbie  with  the  spoon, 
Coont  the  slow  dock,  and  dine  exact  at  noon ; 
Divert  her  eyes  with  pictures  in  the  fire, 
Hum  half  a  tone,  teU  stories  to  the  squire; 
Up  to  her  godly  garret  after  seven, 
There  starve  and  pray,  fbr  that's  the  way  to  heaVn.** 

A  graphic  sketch,  quite  dramatic  in  its  contrasts,  but  one 
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not  likely  to  be  higUy  esteemed  hj  the  Squire  at  Haple- 
dtirham  or  Whitekmgnts,  or  hj  the  aunts  m  the  old  Imll. 
In  this  poem  the  game  of  whist  is  alluded  to,  and  Pope  is 
said  to  nave  been  the  first  poet  who  mentioned  the  game. 
He  calls  it  **  whisk,"  the  common  appellation  at  that  time 
and  loD^  afterwards,  but  one  less  expressiye  than  the  present, 
which  mdicates  the  silence  and  attention  required  by  the 
player.  Martha  was  not  at  the  coronation,  but  she  had 
wntten  to  the  {joet  in  a  strain  that  cidled  forth  special  joy 
and  congratolation : 

"  Most  Divine !— Tis  some  proof  of  my  smoerity  towaids  you  that 
I  write  when  I  am  prepared  by  dnnking  to  speak  tmth;  and  sure  a 
letter  after  twelye  at  night  must  abound  witn  that  noble  ingredient. 
That  heart  mnst  have  abondance  of  flames,  which  is  at  once  warmed 
by  wine  and  yon.  Wine  awakens  and  refreshes  the  larking  passions 
01  the  mind,  as  varnish  does  the  colonrs  that  are  sank  in  a  pictaie, 
and  brings  them  out  in  all  their  natural  glowings. 

''My  f;ood  qualities  have  been  so  mBeaOi  and  locked  up  in  a  dull 
constitution  at  all  my  former  sober  hours,  that  it  is  very  astonishing 
to  m^  now  I  am  dErank,  to  find  so  much  virtue  in  me.  In  these 
overflowings  of  my  heart  I  pay  you  my  thanks  for  those  two  oblinng 
letters  you  favoured  me  with  of  the  18th  and  24th  instani  That 
which  oe^jins  with  'Dear  creature!'  and  'My  charming  Mr.  Pope  I' 
was  a  dehght  to  me  beyond  all  expression.  lou  have  at  last  entirely 
ffamed  the  conquest  over  your  fair  sister.  'Tis  true  you  are  not 
handsome  for  you  are  a  woman,  and  think  you  are  not.  But  this 
good  humour  and  tenderness  for  me  has  a  charm  that  cannot  be 
resisted.  That  face  must  needs  be  irresistible  which  was  adorned 
with  smiles,  even  ifhen  it  could  not  see  the  coronation.  I  must  own 
I  have  lon^  been  shocked  at  your  sister  on  several  accounts,  but 
above  all  things  at  her  prudery.  I  am  resolved  to  break  with  her  for 
ever,  and  thereforo  tell  her  I  snail  take  the  first  opportunity  of  sending 
back  all  her  letters."  >« 

Teresa  probably  appealed  from  Philip  drunk  to  PhiUp 
sober.  At  least  they  were  friends  for  several  years  after- 
wards. In  1715  the  brother  of  the  youug  ladies  (now,  by 
the  death  of  his  father,  proprietor  of  the  patrimonial  estate) 
married,  and  the  ladies,  with  their  mother,  had  to  choose 
another  residence.  They  lived  chiefly  in  London — ^first  in 
Bolton-street  and  afterwards  in  Wellleck-street,  but  passed 

^  Botooe,  ▼.  viiL  p.  890,  collated  with  the  originaL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LXTTXB  TO  THE  KISS  BL0T7KTS.  73 

man^  of  the  summer  months  in  the  country,  among  their 
reltttiYes  and  fiiends  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  Erom 
this  time  Pope's  correspondence  \irith  the  sisters  became 
frequent  and  confidentiaL  "  You  will  both  injure  me  yery 
much/'  he  writes  to  them,  ^  if  you  do  not  think  me  a  truer 
friend  than  erer  any  romantic  loyer  or  any  imitator  of  their 
style  could  be.  The  days  of  beauty  are  as  the  days  of 
greatness,  and  as  Ions;  as  your  eyes  make  their  sunshine,  dl 
the  world  are  your  adorers.  I  am  one  of  those  unambitious 
people  who  wul  loye  you  forty  years  hence,  when  your  eyes 
Degm  to  twinkle^  in  a  retirement,  for  your  own  sakes,  and 
without  the  yanity  which  eyery  one  will  now  take  to  be 
thought  your  adnurer  and  humble  seryant."^*  There  are 
ffross  things  in  these  epistles— the  erossest  alwaj^  in  the 
finest  lettm — ^but  the  following,  with  a  sUffht  omission,  is 
liable  to  no  such  objection ;  and,  as  it  still  farther  explains 
the  connexion  between  the  poet  and  his  fair  fiiends,  it  is 
worthy  of  publication : 

''Dbib  Ladies,— I  think  myself  ohliffed  to  desire  you  would  not 
pat  off  any  diyersion  you  may  find  in  the  prospect  of  seeing  me  on 
oatuiday,  which  is  yerj  uncertain.  I  take  this  occauon  to  tell  you 
once  for  all  that  I  design  no  longer  to  he  a  oonstant  companion  when 
I  hare  ceased  to  be  an  iwreeaue  one.  Ton  oxdy  have  had,  as  my 
friends,  the  pmilege  of  Imoving  my  nnhappiness,  and  are  therefore 
the  only  people  whom  mj  company  must  neonsarily  make  melancholy. 
I  will  not  hrmg  m^yself  to  you  at  all  hours,  like  a  skeleton,  to  come 
across  your  drrersions  and  dash  your  pleasures.  Nothing  can  be  more 
shocking  than  to  be  perpetually  meetmg  the  ghost  of  an  old  acquaint- 
ance, which  is  all  you  can  era:  see  of  me. 

**  You  must  not  imaffiue  this  to  proceed  from  any  coldness,  or  the 
least  decrease  of  friendship  to  you.  1£  you  had  any  bye  for  me,  I 
should  be  always  glad  to  gratinr  you  with  an  object  that  you  thought 
agreeable.  But  as  your  regaru  is  friendship  and  esteem,  those  are 
things  that  are  as  well— perha]>8  heit«>— preserred  absent  than  pre- 
sent A  man  that  loves  you  is  a  ioy  to  your  eyes  at  all  times.  A 
man  that  you  esteem  is  a  solemn  kind  of  thing,  like  a  priest,  only 
wanted  at  a  certain  hour,  to  do  his  office.  'Tb  uke  oil  in  a  salad,  ne- 
cessary, but  of  no  manner  of  taste. 

*'  And  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  will  wait  upon  you  on  every  occa- 
sion at  the  first  summons  as  long  as  I  live.  Let  me  open  my  whole 
heart  to  you.    I  have  sometimes  found  myself  inclined  to  be  in  love 

^  Printed  Ck>mspondenc6^  collatod  with  the  original 
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with  you,  and  as  I  have  reason  to  know,  from  your  temper  and  con- 
dnot,  how  miserablj  I  should  be  nsed  in  that  droomstance,  it  is  worth 
m J  while  to  avoid  it.  It  is  enooffh  to  be  disagreeable  without  adding 
fool  to  it  by  oonstant  slavery.    Lhave  heard^  mdeed,  of  women  thiS 

have  had  a  tindness  for  men  of  my  make. I  bve  you  so  well 

that  I  tell  you  the  tru&,  and  that  has  made  me  write  this  letter.  I 
will  see  you  lees  £requently  this  winter,  as  vou'U  less  want  company. 
When  the  gay  part  of  the  world  is  gone  rii  be  ready  to  stop  the  m» 
of  a  vacant  nour  whenever  you  please.  Till  then  Pll  converse  with 
those  who  are  more  indifferent  to  m^  as  you  will  with  those  who  are 
more  entertaining.  I  wish  you  every  pleasnre  God  and  man  can  pour 
upon  ye,  and  I  fiEuthf nlly  promise  vou  all  the  good  I  can  do  you,  ^ch 
is  the  service  of  a  Mend,  who  wiU  ever  be.  Ladies,  entirely  yours. 

(No  signature.) 

"  To  the  Yoimg  Ladies,  Bolton-street*'  >* 

The  poet  was  evidently  straggling  with  a  deepeE  feelinff  of 
attachment  than  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge.  In  othet 
short  commmiicationB  of  the  same  kind  he  implores  forgive* 
ness  for  his  '' disa^preeable  carriage,"  and  lor  being  ^so 
resentfol ;"  and  on  one  occasion,  when  Teresa  had  misunder- 
stood him  and  had  apologised  for  her  error,  he  generonsly 
writes:  '*  As  for  forp;iveneBS,  I  am  approaching,  I  hope,  to 
that  time  and  condition  in  which  everyoodj  onght  to  give  it, 
and  to  ask  it  of  all  the  world.  I  sincerely  do  so  with  regard 
to  yon;  and  beg  pardon,  also,  for  that  very  fanlt  of  which  I 
taxed  others,  my  vanity,  which  made  me  so  resenting.  We 
are  too  apt  to  resent  thvnga  too  higTily  tiUiae  come  to  hiow,  hy 
some  great  mU/brtune  or  other^  how  mueh  we  are  horn  to 
endure"  ^7  The  delicacy  with  wliich  he  relieves  the  lady  from 
embarrassment  or  uneasiness,  by  more  than  sharing  the 
blame,  and  the  truth  of  the  concluding  sentiment,  must 
strike  eveir  reader.  There  is  something  strangely  scdemn, 
as  well  as  numiliating,  in  a  letter  like  the  following^  written 
by  a  great  and  popular  poet  t 

"  Thnnday  Mom. 

*'  Ladies,— Pray  think  me  sensible  of  your  oiviliiy  and  good  mean- 
ing in  askmg  me  to  come  to  you. 

1*  Mapledmliam  lisa 

^'  BoNoe,  V.  viiL  p.  457,  ooUatod  with  the  oiiglnaL 
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*'T(m  will  please  to  consider  that  my  coming  or  not  is  a  thing  in- 
di^erent  to  both  of  jon.  But  God  knows  it  is  fiar  otherwise  to  me 
with  respect  to  one  of  yon. 

"  I  scarce  ever  come  but  one  of  two  things  happens,  which  equally 
affects  me  to  the  soul:  either  I  make  her  [TeresaP]  uneasy,  or  I  see 
her  unkind. 

"If  she  has  any  tenderness,  I  can  only  give  her  eveiy  day  trouble 
and  melandioly.  If  she  has  none,  the  daily  sight  of  so  undeserved  a 
coldness  must  wound  her  to  deatL 

**  It  is  f ordng  one  of  us  to  do  a  very  hard  and  yeiy  unj  ust  thing  to 
theotiier. 

"My  continningto  see  you  wiD,  by  turns,  tease  all  of  us.  My  stay- 
ing awaT  can  at  worst  be  of  ill  consequence  only  to  myself. 

"And,  as  one  of  us  is  to  be  sacrificed^  I  beheye  we  are  all  agreed 
idio  shall  be  tiie  person."^* 

(No  signature.) 

He  teUfl  Teresa  that  his  firiendsbip  is  ''too  warm  and  sin- 
cere to  be  trifled  with,"  and  he  thus  upbraids  her: 

"  Tou  told  me,  if  such  a  thing  was  the  secret  of  my  heart,  you 
should  entirely  forgiye,  and  think  well  of  me.  I  told  it,  and  find  the 
contrary.  You  jmiended  so  much  generosity  as  to  offer  your  sernoe 
in  my  behalf.  The  minute  after,  you  did  me  as  ill  an  office  as  you 
ooulo,  in  telling  the  party  conoemed  [MarthaP]  it  was  all  but  an 
amusement  occiudonea  by  my  bss  of  another  lady.'^^* 

**  Bowlai,  yfiL  441.  Mr.  B<mleff  lemiria:  *<  This  letter  is  afbctiiig.  It 
breathflt  tlie  language  of  a  wounded  spirit  The  periods  are  diyided  by  a 
solcmiHty  of  pause  mrasnal  to  our  anthor.  It  was  followed,  bowerer,  by  a 
leoondHiitioii  with  one  at  least  of  the  aiaten.**  We  have  no  doubt  with 
both.  At  least  Pope  is  foimd  writing  in  the  old  strain  to  Teresa  in  Decem- 
ber, 1720.  Mr.  Bowles  pnblished  a  note  written  by  Martha  Bloimt  which, 
he  says,  is  " ahort  but  Tery  much  to  the  pnipoee;**  a  comment  which  Mr. 
Bosooe  indignantly  and  Justly  diadaima,  as  containing  an  insinuation  that 
win  be  x^ected  iy  tmry  candid  mind.  The  note  is  as  follows,  correctly 
copied  from  the  orighial  hi  the  Britiah  Museum : 

**  Sib, — ^My  rister  and  I  shall  be  at  home  all  day,  if  any  company  comes 
that  yon  don't  like,  m  go  up  into  my  room  with  you.  I  hope  we  shall 
seejoo.  **Tonn^ 

"  Sunday  momlngJ'  ^M. 

Addressed  to  '^Mr.  Pope,  at  Mr.  Jenrasses,  Cleevland-court" 

Pope  erident^  saw  nothing  in  the  note  reqdring  conoealmenti  for  he  has 
written  some  of  the  lines  of  his  Homer  on  the  back  of  the  paper,  and  it  waa 
kept  among  his  other  manuscripts,  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  transcriber. 

»  Bosooe,  y.  yiiL  p.  456 
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We  add  another  note,  addressed  to  Teresa,  in  Bolton- 
street: 

"  ChSswick,  4  o'dock,  Tuesday,  Dec  81  [1717]. 

*'  Dbab  Mabak, — ^Tis  reallj  a  great  conoem  to  me,  tliat  yoa  mis- 
took me  so  rouoh  tliis  morning,  rhaye  smcerely  sn  extreme  esteem 
for  yon;  and  as  you  know  I  am  distracted  in  one  respect  for  God's 
sake  don't  judge  and  try  me  by  the  methods  of  nnreasoname  people. 
Upon  the  faith  of  a  man  who  thinks  himself  not  dishonest,  I  meant  no 
disrespect  to  toil  I  have  been  ever  smoe  so  troubled  at  it,  that  I 
conld  not  help  writing  the  minute  I  got  home.  Believe  me,  modi 
more  than  I  am  my  own, 

"Yours,  A.POPB."* 

Freyious  to  this,  March  10th,  1717,  Pope  executed  a  deed 
hj  which  he  settled  upon  Teresa  an  annuity  of  forfy  pounds 
a  year  for  six  years,  on  condition  that  she  should  not  be  mar- 
ried during  that  term.  We  were  at  first  disposed  to  consider 
this  an  unnatural  and  selfish  restriction,  but  it  was  probably 
onl^  a  delicate  mode  of  assisting  Teresa  in  her  altered  and 
limited  fortunes.  In  an  unpubfished  note,  without  date,  he 
says  to  her,  "You  prefer  three  hundred  pounds  to  two  tme 
lovers,"  but  no  explanation  of  the  circumstances  is  given. 

Other  communications  addressed  by  Pope  to  his  fair 
finends  will  appear  in  the  course  of  our  narrative.  In  some 
of  the  letters  there  are  profane  allusions  and  an  affectation 
on  the  part  of  the  poet  (which  Byron  also  possessed)  of 
wishing  to  appear  desperately  wild  and  wicked — a  Don  Juan 
in  miniature.  He  b^  Teresa  not  to  pray  for  him !  Yet  he 
writes  to  Martha,  "Mrs.  Teresa  has  honestly  assured  me, 
that  but  for  some  whims  of  that  kind  which  she  can't  entirely 
conquer,  she  would  go  a-raking  with  me  in  man's  clothes.^* 
All  this  must  be  taken  as  mere  braggadocio.  Sir  Alexander 
Oroke  is  at  gr^  pains  to  vindicate  the  purity  of  Pope's  con- 
nexion with  his  sisters.  Martha  Blount  enjoyed,  ne  8ay& 
not  only  the  favour  of  her  own  family,  but  was  honour^ 
with  the  friendship  and  intimacy  of  persons  of  rank  and 
respectability  till  her  death ;  and  among  these  he  mentions 
Pope's  friends,  Lyttelton,  Lord  Combury,  Judge  Fortescue, 
the  Duchess  of  Queensberry,  Lady  Cobham,  Lady  Gerard, 
the  Countess  of  Suffolk,  &c.    "  Without  stronger  proof  than 

^  Boscoe,  y.  viiL  p.  444. 
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has  yet  been  brouglit,  can  it  be  belieyed  that  a  man  of  honour, 
and  moral  character,  would  so  diBhonoorably  have  cormpted 
the  daughters  of  a  family  with  which  he  was  living  in  such 
habits  01  friendship ;  or  tnat  young  ladies  of  such  respectable 
connexions,  and  so  highly  educated,  would  have  so  completely 
disgraced  themselves,  by  becoming,  as  they  have  been  lately 
called,  the  eheres  amies  (so  call^  by  Bowles)  of  a  poet? 
Especaally  when  the  gallant  Lothario,  the  gay  seducer,  was  a 
little  miserable  object,  so  weak  that  he  could  not  hold  himself 
upright  without  stays,  so  sickly  that  his  whole  life  was  a  con* 
tinned  illness,  and  of  such  illness  and  of  such  frail  maljerials 
that  he  could  scarcely  be  kept  alive  without  constant  care  and 
attention  ?"  This  is  to  represent  Pope  as  he  was  in  advanced 
life — ^not  as  he  was  up  to  his  fortietn  year.  His  connexion 
with  the  sisters,  particularly  Martha,  was  undoubtedly  inju- 
rious to  their  reputation,  but  we  have  no  doubt  as  to  its 
innocence.  The  manners  of  the  ace  allowed  great  latitude  in 
expression,  and  the  licence  in  which  Pope  occasionally  in- 
dulged, would  be  the  more  readily  tolerated,  or  at  least  for- 
g'ven,  on  account  equally  of  his  genius  and  his  person.  His 
vonrite,  Teresa,  appears  to  ha?e  forfeited  her  poet's  regard 
about  the  year  1722,  or  earlier,  when  her  name  disappears 
from  the  correspondence,  and  she  was  not  remembered  in  his 
wilL  She  was  either  too  good  or  too  gay.  Pope,  we  have 
seen,  spoke  of  her  prudery,  and  Swift  afterwards  calls  her 
"  the  sanctified  sister."  '^  She  was  evidently  fond  of  a  town 
life — a  flattered  beauty,  much  admired  at  drawing-rooms  and 
on  other  public  appearances,  while  her  sister,  less  robust  in 
health,  aim  less  expensive  in  her  tastes,  preferred  the  coun- 
try. Pope  objected  to  the  mode  of  life  in  London.  He  was 
d^irous  that  Martha  should  live*  apart  and  enjoy  more  quiet 

**  Lftdy  Wonley,  in  a  letter  to  Swift,  had  playfnlly  aUoded  to  his  oo- 
quettiiig  with  flirtfaig  girls,  ad^Ung^  ^  I  will  not  yield  even  to  dirty  Potfyi 
whom  I  was  the  most  jealous  of  when  yon  were  last  here.**  In  his  reply, 
KoT.  4, 1788,  Swift  says :  ^  As  to  Pat^  Bloont,  yon  wrong  her  very  much. 
Sha  was  a  Dels^iboni's  child,  a  good  Catholic,  an  honest  girX  and  a  tolerable 
courtier  at  Bichmond.  I  deny  she  was  dirty,  bnt  a  Uttle  careless,  and 
sometimes  wore  a  ragged  gown,  when  she  and  I  took  long  walks.  She 
saved  her  money  in  summer  only  to  be  able  to  keep  a  chair  at  London  in 
winter,  lids  is  the  worst  yon  can  say ;  and  she  might  haye  a  whole  coat 
to  her  back  if  her  good  nature  did  not  make  her  a  fool  to  her  mother  and 
sanetiiled  sister  Teresa.**— jyTo^  and  Omtms,  v.  iv.  p.  230. 
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than  could  be  obtained  in  such  a  family,  and  this  he  deemed 
necessaiy  both  for  her  health  and  her  happinees.  The  poet's 
imnreBsionB  may  have  .been  wrong — ^mere  clouds  of  suspicion 
anci  jealousy,  or  morbid  sensitiTeness ;  and  it  does  not  appeax 
that  the  sisteis  were  ever  permanentiy  separated,  eyen  after 
Pope  had  come  to  beliere  that  some  popular  scandals  con- 
cerning his  connexion  with  Martha  haid  originated  with  her 
own  fimiilj.  After  the  death  of  the  poet,  we  find  Martha 
seeking  to  introduce  her  sister  into  the  sodetj  of  the  Duchess 
of  Queensberrj,  and  this  may  be  held  as  yirtuaUj  a  refutation 
of  Pope's  suspicions.  Martha  continued  his  coimdante  to  the 
last.  J9e  took  much  trouble  in  the  management  of  her  pecu- 
niary aflbirs,  introduced  her  into  the  houses  of  hia  noble  and 
distmfi;uisheil  friends,  was  constant  inlus  correspondence  with 
her  wherever  he  went,  and  finally  left  her  the  bulk  of  his 
fortune.  She  is  unfarourablj  represented  by  Lady  Hervey, 
the  Aliens,  of  Prior  Park,  and  Warburton.  But  on  the 
otiier  hand  she  conciliated,  as  Sir  Alexander  Croke  has  ob- 
served, the  re«(ard  of  many  persons  in  high  life.  Mr8.Howard 
solicited  her  mendship  ana  correspondence,  and  she  was  re- 
spected by  her  own  family,  by  her  intimate  friends  and 
rektives,  the  Oarylls,  and  uv  some  Oatholio  clergymen,  who 
knew  and  esteemed  her  till  ner  death.  The  poet's  confidence 
was  never  abated.^  The  force  of  habit  was  added  to  the  ties 
of  affection;  his  infirmities  rendered  female  attentions  and 
kindness  peculiarly  soothing  and  gratifying;  and  he  may 
have  dung  to  her,  as  Byron  m  vivid  and  pathetic  expressions 
remarks,  ''in  the  desolation  of  his  latter  days,  not  Knowing 
whither  to  turn,  as  he  drew  towards  his  premature  old  ajg;e, 
childless  and  lonely — like  the  needle  which,  approaching 
within  a  certain  distance  of  the  pole,  becomes  helpless  and 
useless,  and,  ceasing  to  tremble,  rusts."  ^ 
In  the  same  month  that  Pope  had  addressed  Martha 

*>  Letter  to  John  Mnznty  on  the  Ser.  W.  L.  3owIeB*8  Strietaiee,  Ac. 
Two  letters  from  Hn.  Howafd  to  Ifartha  Blount  will  be  Ibond  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. In  BogeiB*8  ^  Table  TmUE,**  the  following  interesting  trait  ia  men- 
tioned: ^Lawleia  (shopman  of  HeaszB.  Cadell  and  Dayiea  the  booksellers) 
told  me  that  be  bad  been  intimate  witb  the  waitfaig-maid  of  Pope's  beloved 
Martha  Bloont  According  to  the  maid's  aocoont,  her  mistress  was  one  of 
the  best-natoied  and  Undffit  persons  poesible ;  she  would  take  her  out  in 
the  carriage  to  see  sights,**  &c.  &c. 
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Blonnty  presentmg  her  with  a  copy  of  the  highly-prized 
Misoellanj — ^in  Imij,  1712 — ^we  find,  from  tiie  printed  cor* 
respondenoe,  that  he  was  interested  in  the  fortunes  of  another 
fair  friend^  a  *^  Mrs.  W.,"  supposed  to  be  the  object  of  that 
most  pathetic  and  beautifnl  or  all  the  creations  of  his  genius, 
the  JElegy  to  ike  Momory  of  an  Vftfortunate  Lady,  The 
Elegy,  however,  was  not  published  until  1717.  During  the 
peers  life  no  due  was  given  to  the  mystery  involv^  in 
the  poem.  Whether  the  incidents  were  real  or  fictitious. 
Pope  appears  to  have  been  reluctant  to  satis^  inquirers. 
His  friend,  Oaiyll,  in  the  published  letters,  twice  asks  the 
name  of  tiie  lady,  but  no  answer  is  given.  Allusion  was 
made  to  the  story  by  Welsted  and  James  Moore  Smythe  in 
the  ''One  Epistle"  (1780),  but  we  learn  nothing  fix)m  the 
heroine  being  there  designated  ''Oloiis,''  whom  Pope  is 
charged  with  sendingto  the  skies !  Welsted  afterwards  gave 
a  name,  but  his  accusation  against  the  poet  on  this  occasion 
is  rather  one  of  scandal  than  of  death.    He  writes  of  Pope : 

M  Immimd  TrhOrt  yovmg  in  comroits  luidtt  fhoa  been, 
Yictoria  etiU  with  raptoze  we  bad  Been ; 
But  now  onr  wishes  by  the  Fttes  are  cross'd, 
We've  ^in'd  a  Thenite  and  an  Helen  lost: 
Tlie  enrlons  planet  has  deceiy'd  onr  hope — 
We*ve  lost  a  St  Leoeb  and  gain*d  a  Pops.** 

And  in  the  sublime  fury  or  fiistian  with  which  Welsted 
assailed  Pope,  he  represents  this  Victoria  as  drooping  in  the 
vales  of  Bidimond.^    "  He  had  the  impudence,"  says  Pope 

"  **  So  long  shaU  Thames  throng  all  his  coasts  proclaim, 
Tlotoria*s  grief  and  Pollio*s  ii^nr^d  fiune. 

Te  Tales  of  Bichmond,  frang^  with  wastbg  thyme  I 
Ye  beds  of  lilies,  and  ye  groves  of  lime  I 
Saj  where  is  she  that  made  those  lilies  bri^t— 
The  scribbler's  shame  who  was  the  vwafaia*  delight? 

Behold  the  channer,  wasting  to  decav ; 
Like  Antmnn  fided  in  her  rir^  Maj  f 
To  pore  o*er  con'd  translation,  rest  she  flies, 
And  ^ms  by  nddnight  lamps  her  beamless  ^yes ; 
With  niads  travestied,  to  age  she  stoops, 
In  fostian  withers  and  o'er  crambo  droops. 
Ko  conqnest  now,  Yictoria,  shalt  thou  boast, 
The  second  ^-icthn  to  Achilles*  ghost  I 
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"  to  tell  in  print  that  Mr.  Pope  had  occasioned  a  lady's 
death,  and  to  name  a  person  he  never  heard  of" — and,  using 
the  poetic  licence  as  to  time,  Pope  hurled  at  his  assailant  the 
memorable  couplet, 

"  Fan  toiTean  alander'd  did  he  onoe  replj? 
Three  thousand  emu  went  down  on  Wel8ted*s  Ue.**** 

The  ancient  and  honourable  name  of  St.  Leger  was  widely 
spread  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  but  it  would  be  assign- 
ing  too  much  importance  to  Welsted's  rant  to  seek  in  any  of 
the  pedigrees  for  the  "  Unfortunate  Lady."  Ayre  profeicKi 
to  hnow  the  mysterious  story.  The  lady,  he  said,  had  formed 
an  attachment  to  a  young  gentleman  of  inferior  rank,  and 
refused  a  match  proposed  to  her  by  her  undo;  that  her 
uncle  then  forced  her  abroad,  where  she  languished  for  some 
time  in  strict  seclusion;  and  that,  at  last,  wearied  out  and 
despairing,  she  put  an  end  to  her  own  life,  having  bribed  a 
woman  servant  to  procure  her  a  sword.  Ajre*s  narrative  of 
the  event  is  evidently  no  more  than  an  imaginary  history 
formed  out  of  the  poem,  though  deviating  from  it  in  some 
particulars ;  and  one  of  his  contemporaries  charged  him  with 
manufacturing  the  story.  ''  With  what  pleasure,"  says  this 
anonymous  writer,  '*  should  we  have  read  after  his  (ro]>e'8) 
death,  what  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  know  in  his  lifetime, 
the  real  history,  with  all  its  melancholy  circumstances,  of 
that  unfortunate  lady,  whose  death  furnished  occasion  for 

I)erhap8  the  most  finished  poem  he  has  left  behind  him.  The 
ittle  I  learned  of  that  story  from  the  hints  I  have  heard 
accidentally  dropped  in  the  few  hours  of  conversation  I  have 
been  so  happy  as  to  have  with  Mr.  Pope,  makes  me  speak 
with  more  c^tainiy  of  the  satisfaction  it  would  have  be^  to 

TetiUr,thoa«^(UknI  a  etar  with  liseUer  iln^ 

The  mora  we  pity  while  we  leee  edmira : 

Hie  q>ell  of  noneenee,  gnQtleBB  ii\)ui^d  dame^ 

Thj  channe  that  Uaated,  shaU  not  Uast  thj  fkme; 

Th J  fiune,  thy  wrong,  shaU  go  to  ftiton  times ; 

While  Pope  damna  Sheffield  with  his  hdhnan*s  ifaymes.** 

QfDwkitB  tmd  Beemdal,  1782. 
M  ]^^e  to  Aibothnot    The  **lie**  mi^t  be  Welsted's  atUck  on  Pope 
in  1717,  in  his  PaUnnon  and  Cslia,  which  woold  make  the  "thne  thousand 
snns"  a  closer  approximatbn  to  fiict. 
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the  world  to  bave  been  made  fully  acquainted  with  it.  And 
I  can  speak  with  certainty  of  at  least  one  person  to  whom 
Mr.  Pope  had  troated  it  with  all  its  affectinfi;  circumBtances."^ 
Biz  years  afterwards  (1751),  in  Warbnrton's  edition  of  Pope's 
Works,  the  fdlowing  note,  purporting  to  be  written  by  Pope 
himself  was  appended  to  the  Elegy:  ^  See  tJie  Duke  rf 
Buekingham^e  Veraee  to  a  Lady  detigmng  to  reHre  into  a 
Monaatery^  compared  wUh  Mr.  JBope'e  '  Letters  to  Several 
Ladieif*  paae20Q.  She  seemt  to  le  the  eamepereon  whose  itn-' 
fitrtumate  death  it  the  sMeet  of  the  poem. — ^P."  If  this  note 
was  written  by  Pope  (of  which  we  have  strong  doubts),  it 
must  hare  been  wntten  purely  for  mystification  and  decep- 
tion. Turning  to  the  '*  Letters  to  Seyeral  Ladies,"  page  206 
in  Warburton's  edition  (yoL  TiL),  we  find  one  of  rope's 
Letters  to  Lady^  Moiy  Wortley  Montagu.  ''  We  nerer 
meet,"  writes  the  poet,  ^  but  we  lament  orer  you ;  we  pay  a 
kind  of  weekly  ritM  to  your  memory,  where  we  strow  flowers 
of  rhetoric  and  ofier  such  libations  to  your  name  as  it  would 
be  pro&ne  to  call  toasting.  The  Duke  of  B ^m  is  some- 
times the  high  priest  of  your  praises.'^  Worburton  did  not 
know  that  this  letter  was  addrossed  to  Lady  Mary,  for  Pope 
had  suppressed  the  name.  He  saw  that  it  was  addressed  to 
some  lady  whose  absence  was  lamented,  and  the  reference  to 
the  **  Duke  of  B— m "  misled  him  into  the  supposition 
(which,  howerer,  he  has  doubtfully  expressed)  that  the  same 
lady,  celebrated  for  her  charms  and  her  misfortunes,  had  in- 
spired both  Buckingham  and  Pope.  The  Buke's  verses 
were  first  published  m  Tonson's  Miscellany  for  1709,  when 
he  was  in  nis  sixtieth  year  and  married  io  his  third  wife ! 
Ther  were,  most  likelr,  a  much  earlier  production,  and  this 
renders  it  in  the  highest  degree  improoable  that  the  same 
lady  should  also  have  been  commemorated  by  Pope,  who  was 
thirty-seren  years  younger  than  his  friend.  H  such  had 
been  the  case,  we  might  well  giye  a  literal  and  prosaic  inter- 
pretation to  the  apostrophe,  ''Oh,  ever  beauteous,  ever 
friendly  I"  The  difSculties  and  contradictions  inyolyed  in 
the  common  story,  added  to  Pope's  significant  silence,  led 

*  Bemailks  on  Sqnize  Ayie't  MemoSzB :  London,  H.  Cooper,  1745.  So 
litUe  xeliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  pamphleteen  of  that  day,  that  the 
statements  of  this  writer  are  perhaps  as  purely  an  invention  as  Ayre's  nar- 
ntiye. 
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the  Iftto  Mr.  BogOB  to  beUere  that  tiie  Elegy  was  a  mere 
fime^-pieoe^  written  br  Pope  to  embody  poeti(iil  oom^eptions, 
and  to  show  how  mncn  better  he  coula  write  than  the  Dnke 
dT  Buckingham. 

The  mutaken  or  deceptiye  note  by  Warbnrton  led  the 
editors  and  biomphers  astray.  Johnson  followed  the  story 
of  Ayr^  which  nad  bem  continued  in  Bnffhead's  Life,  but 
sought  the  lady's  name  and  adyentures  with  fruitless  in« 
quiry.  Warton  also  made  ^many  and  wide  inquiries,"  and 
was  informed  that  the  lady's  name  was  Wainsbury ;  that  she 
was  as  ill-shaped  and  deformed  as  Pope  himself,  and  that  her 
death  was  not  by  a  sword,  but — what  would  less  bear  to  be 
told-poetietHlY—^hehn^idlkene^.  Hawkins  ^yes  a  similar 
account  on  we  authority  of  a  **  lady  of  quahty,"  but  says 
the  name  was  Withinbury,  corruptly  pronounced  'Winbury. 
Mr.  Bowles  reriyed  the  romance  of  the  tale  by  stating, 
on  the  autiiority  of  Yoltaire,  communicated  to  Condorcet, 
that  tiie  lady's  attachment  was  to  a  young  French  prince, 
Emanuel,  Duke  of  Beny,  whom,  in  her  eany  youth,  sue  had 
met  at  tiie  Court  of  Prance.  Mr.  Boscoe  followed  the  track 
pointed  out  by  the  reference  to  the  printed  letters,  but 
added  nothing  to  the  prerious  information.  Those  letters, 
described  by  Pope  in  the  table  of  contents  as  relating  to  an 
*'  Unfortunate  Lady,*'  introduce  us  to  a  Mrs.  W.,  niece  to  a 
Lady  A. ;  and  they  tell  us  that  in  1712  the  lady  went  on  a 
yisit  to  her  aunt,  after  enduring  a  series  of  hardships  and 
misfortunes,  of  the  nature  of  which  we  are  not  in&rmed. 
We  learn  also  that  Mrs.  W.  had  a  brother  who  exerted  him- 
self on  her  behalf.  Thus,  if  the  initial  letters  were  held  to 
be  genuine,  the  search  was  restricted  to  certain  Soman 
Catholic  fi&milies  of  that  day  haying  a  ''  MJrs.  W."  who  had 
encountered  misfortune,  who  had  a  brother,  and  also  an 
aunt,  the  last  answering  to  ''  Lady  A.*'  After  the  lapse  of 
more  than  a  century,  the  yeil  has  been  withdrawn  from  the 
mysterious  niece  and  aunt,  and  the  history  of  at  least  one 
"  Unfortunate  Lady "  has  heea  traced  with  deamess  and 
certainty.  We  may  not  yet  haye  got  the  heroine  of  the 
Eles}%  but  we  haye  obtainea  an  explanation  of  the  allusions 
in  the  correspondence,  and  the  knowledge  of  an  interesting 
pnssoge  in  rope's  life.  The  origin^  fetters  addr^sed  by 
the  poet  to  his  friend  Mr.  Caryll  falling  into  the  hands  of 
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an  acute  and  critical  inquirer,  the  following  particulars  (all 
supported  hj  proofs)  haye  been  elicited : 

*'Tlie  'Mrs.  W.*  of  Pope's  letters  was  Mrs.  Weston.  She  was 
Elizabeth,  eldest  danghter  of  Joseph  Gage  (son  of  Sir  Thomas,  of 
"EvAti),  who  inheiited  Sherborne  Gitttle  in  right  of  his  mother,  and 
altimatdbr  the  large  propa^  of  the  Pemmodocks  in  right  of  his 
wife.  She  was  sister  to  xhomas,  who  succeeded  as  eighth  Baronet 
and  was  first  Yisoonnt,  and  to  Joseph,  mentioned  by  Pope  in  the 
Epistle  to  Bathnrst : 

^  *The  crown  of  Poland,  venal  twice  an  age, 
To  Just  thne  mSnkma  stinted  modeit  GUige*^ 

an  aUnsion  to  hii  enormous  eains,  sabseqiientlT  lost  bj  specolations 
in  the  Mississipm  scheme ;  when,  as  reported,  he  offered  to  buy  the 
crown  of  Poland  and  the  island  of  Sm^mift^  and  to  attach  the  latter 
to  the  former  as  a  kitchen-garden— a  man  whose  whole  life  was  a 
romance,  and  who  ended  his  career  as  a  grandee  of  Spain  of  the  first 
dass!  Her  lather  died  in  1700,  and  leit  Sir  W.  Goring,  of  Bnrton 
in  Sossex,  executor  and  goaidian  of  his  children.  Her  aunt,  Catharine 
Gage,  became  the  second  wife  of  Walter  Lord  Aston.  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth, the  ladj  in  question,  married  John  Weston,  of  Sutton  in  the 
coui^  of  Surrey.  They  liyed  unhappily,  were  soon  seoan^bed,  had 
only  one  child  (or  only  one  who  sumyed),  a  daughter,  Melior,  who 
died  unmazned  in  June,  1788,  aged  seyenty-nine.'^** 

The  case  of  Mrs.  Weston  was  taken  up  warmly  bj 
the  poet.  At  his  request,  Mr.  Caryll  interoeded  on  her 
behalf  with  her  guardian,  Sir  William  Goring,  and  also  wrote 
to  her  husband  and  aunt.  When  Mr.  Weston,  **  the  tyrant,'* 
determined  to  remoye  his  daughter  from  her  mother.  Pope 
wrote  to  Oaiyll:  **  I  wish  to  &)d  it  could  be  put  oflf  by  Sir 
W.  G-.'b  mediation,  for  I  am  heartily  a&aid  'twill  proye  of 
yery  ill  consequence  to  her."  Of  this  Sir  William  Gk)ring 
he  had  a  yery  unfayourable  opinion.  ''  Gk)d  grant,"  he  ex- 
daims,  **  he  may  neyer  be  mj  rriend,  and  guard  all  myfriends 
fix>m  such  a  guardian !"    This  is  in  the  spirit  of  the  Megy : 

**  But  thoa  fidse  goaidian  of  a  chaigetoo  good." 

The  quarrel  was  adjusted,  and  the  lady  again  returned  to  her 
husband.  Pope's  exertions  on  her  behalf,  instead  of  being 
applauded,  were  then,  as  is  not  unusual  in  such  cases,  made 

**  Athounun,  July  15, 1854. 
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the  ffround  of  ceiuiare  aad  soimdal.  His  own  relatioiui,  the 
Backetts,  were  ooposed  to  him ;  the  Eofflefieldfl,  of  White- 
knights,  Mrs.  Nelson,  and  others,  looked  coldly  upon  him; 
and  even  Mrs.  Weston  was  led  to  join  in  tne  prejudica 
against  the  too  zealous  poet.  With  affected  jphilosophical 
indifference,  he  wrote  to  OaryU — ^into  whose  fhendly  ear  all 
his  petty  griefs  and  chagrins  seem  to  haye  been  poured — **  I 
shall  fairly  let  them  taS^  and  suffer  them  to  be  deoeiyed  for 
their  credulity.  When  flattery  and  lying  are  joined  and 
carried  as  fiEur  as  they  will  go,  I  drop  my  arms  of  defence, 
which  are  of  another  Idnd,  and  of  no  force  against  such 
unlawful  weapons.  A  plain  man  encounters  them  at  a  great 
disadvantage,  as  the  poor  naked  Indians  do  our  fire-arms. 
VirtuU  iMd  me  invotoo,  as  Horace  expresses  it.  I  wrap 
myself  up  in  the  conscience  of  my  integrity,  and  sleep  upon 
it  as  soundlyas  I  can."^  This  was  in  1712.  The  lady  sur- 
yiyed  tiU  1724  (she  must  then  have  been  still  young),  and 
died  not  by  the  ^'  yisionary  sword,*'  or  in  a  foreign  land,  but  at 
her  husband's  residence  of  Sutton-place.  The  husband  Pope 
always  regarded  with  ayersion,  and  shunned  his  society.^ 

»  AtheiuBam,.  July  15, 1854. 

n  An  indication  of  this  is  afforded  in  a  letter  addiested  to  Teresa  and 
Martha  Blount ;  and  we  extract  part  as  serving  also  to  fflnstrate  the  manner 
in  -which  Pope  altered  and  prepared  his  letters  for  pnblicaticm.  The  name  of 
Mr.  Weston  had  heen  crossed  over,  hut  ma j  stfll  be  read.  In  the  printed 
coire^ndence  we  read : 

"I  was  heartily  tured,  and  posted  to  ^—  Paik:  there  we  had  an  ex- 
cellent discourse  of  qnackety ;  Dr.  S  *  *  *  was  mentioned  with  hononr. 
Lady  *  *  *  walked  a  whole  hour  abroad  without  dying  after  ft,  at  least  in 
the  time  I  stayed,  though  she  seemed  to  be  fisinting,  and  had  convnlsiTe 
motions  sevend  times  in  her  head.  I  arriyed  in  the  forest  by  Tnesday  noon, 
having  fled  tnm  the  fooe  (T  wish  I  ooold  say  the  homed  fooe)  of  Moses 

B ,  who  dined  hi  the  midway  thither.    I  passed  the  rest  of  the  day  in 

those  woods  where  I  have  so  often  ei\)oyed  a  book  and  a  friend ;  I  made  a 
hynm  as  I  passed  throogh,  which  ended  with  a  sigh,  that  I  wiU  not  teU  yoa 
the  meaning  oL" 

In  the  original  (dated  September  18, 1717)  the  passage  nma  thus : 
"  I  was  heartUy  tired,  and  glad  to  be  gone  by  eight  o*clock  next  morning; 
hired  two  d— d  hones;  ....  galloped  to  Stahies;  kept  Wm  Griffin 
from  church  all  the  Sunday,  and  lay  at  my  brother's,  near  Bagshot,  that 
night  Colonel  Butler  (who  is  as  weU  known  by  the  name  of  Fair  Butler 
as  ever  Fahr  Helen  was)  came  to  complain  of  me  to  my  Lady  Anan.  That 
gentleman  chanced  to  keep  his  word  hi  caUhigat  Hampton  Court,  but  I  was 
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Of  the  lady  we  do  not  hear  affain  (anlesB  it  be  to  her  that 
Pope  alludes  in  a  letter  to  Martha  Blount, 'September  7, 
1738,  in  which  he  mentions  that  he  had  dreamt  all  night  of 
a  ladj  who  dwelt  '*  a  little  more  than,  perhaps,  was  right"  on 
his  spirits,  and  who  had  been  ill-used  by  her  sister) ;  but  it 
is  possible  that  her  story,  idealised  by  poetic  fancy,  and 
elcTated  by  the  addition  of  fictitious  circumstances,  formed 
the  chief,  if  not  the  only  actual  model  for  his  immortal  El^. 
Buckingham's  lines  suggested  the  outline  of  the  picture,  l£n, 

too  qfidck  hy  an  hour  or  twa  I  met  bim  ben,  and  there  ensued  an  excel- 
lent dliooiixBe  of  qnackeiy :  Dr.  ShadweU  thu  mentioned  with  honour,  and 
we  had  a  woid  or  two  in  private.  ....  Lady  Arran  walked  a  whole 
boor  abroad  without  dying  after  it,  at  least  In  the  time  I  stayed,  though 
the  seemed  to  be  fidntfaig,  and  had  conTuMve  motions  in  her  head  several 
times.    This  day  my  ikther  took  a  great  deal  of  care  to  send  after  me  a  letter 

which  contained  certain  advices  from  my  friend [name  effaced]  where 

[effaced]  to  be  met  with  in  a  dvil  house  at  Oxford.  I  defy  them  and  all 
tiieir  arts.  I  love  no  meat  but  ortolans,  and  no  women  but  you — though, 
hideed,  that's  no  proper  comparison  but  for  fkt  duchesses;  for  to  love  you  is 
as  if  one  should  wish  to  eat  angels  or  drink  cherubim  broth.  I  arrived  at 
Mr.  Doncastle's  by  Tuesday  noon,  having  fled  from  the  hot  (I  wish  I  could 
say  the  homed  frice)  of  Mr.  Weston,  who  dined  that  day  at  my  brother's.  I 
have  seen  my  fumer  and  the  gold  ring,  which  I  forgot,  on  his  finger.  I 
have  sent  to  Sir  W.  Gompton,  and  passed  the  rest  of  ti^  day  in  those  woods 
whero  I  have  so  often  ei\)oyed  an  author  and  a  book ;  and  begot  such  sons 
upon  the  Muses  as  I  hope  will  live  to  see  their  fiither,  what  he  never  was 
yet,  an  old  and  a  good  man.  I  made  a  hymn  as  I  passed  through  these  groves; 
it  ended  with  a  &ep  tig^  which  I  win  not  tell  you  the  meaning  oL 

M  An  hail  I  <mce  pleasing^  once  inspiring  shade. 

Scene  of  my  youtiiM  loves,  and  happier  hours  I 
Wbere  the  kind  Muses  met  me,  as  I  stot/d, 

And  gently  pressM  my  hand,  and  said.  Be  ours. 
Take  aU  thou  e'er  shaH  have,  a  constant  Muse: 

At  court  thou  may'st  be  liked,  but  nothing  gain ; 
Stocks  thou  may'st  buy  and  sell,  but  always  lose ; 

And  love  the  brightest  eyes,  but  love  in  vahL 

"  On  Thursday  I  went  to  Stonor,  which  I  have  long  had  a  mind  to  see 
since  the  romantic  description  you.  gave  me  of  it  lie  melancholy  which 
my  wood  and  this  place  have  spread  over  me,  will  go  near  to  cast  a  cloud 
npon  the  rest  of  my  letter,  if  I  don't  make  haste  to  conclude  it  here.  I 
know  jrou  wish  my  happiness  so  much,  that  I  would  not  have  you  think  I 
have  any  other  reason  to  be  melancholy;  and  after  all,  he  must  be  a  beast 
that  is  80^  with  two  such  fine  women  for  his  friends,  lis  enough  to  make 
any  creature  easy,  even  such  an  one  as  your  humble  servant" — (No  sig- 
nature.) 

We  wonder  Pope  had  the  heart  io  leare  out  the  fine  verses. 
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Weston's  misfortunes  and  the  poet's  admiration  of  her  gave 
it  life  and  warmth,  and  imagination  did  the  rest. 

Mrs.  Weston,  of  Sutton,  then,  was  the  "Unfortunate  Lady" 
of  the  printed  correspondence.    Her  history  was  purposelj 
lefb  in  obscurity — shrouded  by  Pope  in  poetical  mysteiy  and 
indistinctness,  whether  or  not  intended  by  him  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  his  Elegy.    But  in  the  correspondence  we  haye 
also  an  "  Unhappy  Lady" — so  styled  by  Pope  in  the  table  of 
contents — and  of  her  we  learn  something  fix>m  the  same 
source,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  our  knowledge  of  the 
former.  The  "  Unhapny  Lady"  was  a  relation  of  the  Oarylls, 
a  Mrs.  Cope,  whose  nusband,  an  officer  in  the  army,  had 
basely  deserted  his  wife,  and  left  her  destitute.    Pope  first 
met  the  lady  in  1712,  and  was  charmed  with  her  conyersation. 
When  her  evil  days  came,  he  proTed  a  warm  and  generous 
fiiend.    He  interested  Oaryll  and  others  in  her  behalf,  and 
when  ultimately  she  settled  in  France,  in  poyerfy  and  dis- 
tress, he  made  an  allowance  to  her  of  201.  a  year.    The  lady 
died,  after  acute  suffering,  from  cancer  in  the  breast,  in  1728, 
and  the  poet  then  stood  engaged  to  the  Abb6  Southcote,  his 
early  Mend,  for  a  sum  of  202.,  due  for  surgeons  and  neces- 
saries in  the  last  days  of  Mrs.  Cope's  illness.    "  This  sum," 
he  says,  "is  aU  I  tmnk  myself  a  loser  by.  because  it  does  her 
no  good."  ^  Pope  had  been  misinformed  with  respect  to  Mr. 
CaiyU's  conduct  towards  this  lady,  and  wrote  to  him  the 
letter  which  he  entitled,  "  To  Mr.  C — — ,  expostulatory  on 
the  hardships  done  an  unhappy  lady."  &c.    Mr.  Caryll 
explained  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  poet:  he  had,  in 
&et,  like  his  friend,  allowed  the  lady  201.  a  year;  and  Pope 
expressed  his  joy  that  the  "  little  shadow  of  misconstruction" 
between  them  had  been  remoyed.    One  circumstance  only 
was  wanting  to  complete  and  crown  the  honour  due  to  him 
from  this  transaction.    As  he  had  resolyed  on  publishing  his 
remonstrance  to  Caryll,  he  should  also  haye  prmted  his  sub- 
sequent letter,  in  which  he  acknowledged  his  error  and 
acquitted  his  old  friend  of  all  blame.   Justice  to  the  memoij 
of  Mr.  Caryll,  then  recently  deceased,  and,  still  more,  regard 
for  the  feeiiugs  of  his  wiaow  and  children,  demanded  that 
such  an  explanation  should  be  giyen;  but  it  would  almost 

**  AthenflBom,  July  28, 1854. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1CB8.  OOPX.  87 

seem  tliat  no  material  act  of  Pope's  life,  and  no  publication 
from  his  pen,  could  be  free  from  misconception  or  8tratafi;em. 
To  have  published  Mr.  Caryll's  explanation  would  have 
shown  himself  to  be  in  error;  to  have  withheld  his  own 
ezpostulatorj  letter  would  have  deprived  him  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  displaying  his  superior  benevolence ;  and  agauist 
both  of  these  vaniiy  protested.  Such  instances  of  active  and 
disinterested  sympatny  as  the  cases  of  the  ladies  afford,  are, 
however,  highly  honourable  to  Pope.  Amidst  all  the  levities 
of  youth  and  the  eag^  thirst  for  distinction,  he  cherished 
generous  feelings,  wmch  were  developed  in  acts  of  true  kind- 
ness and  substantial  assistance. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

[1713—1716.] 

WDfDSOB  V0BE8T.  AOQUAIHTAirCB  WTTB.  8WIFT|  ABBUTHVOT|  FABSXI1<| 
JBIC.  THS  BAFS  OF  TBS  LOCK.  OQlOfSEIGElIKXT  OF  TBS  TBAWRf.ATIOH 
OF  BQMBB.      QUABBXL  "WUH  ADUmOX, 

Thi  measured  harmony  and  correctnesB  of  Pope's  nmnbera 
woidd  seem  to  infer  a  kinared  taste  for  music,  ana  he  flattered 
himself  that  he  had  a  ^good  ear."  It  does  not  appear,  how- 
oyer,  that  he  had  any  knowledge  of  the  principles  or  science 
of  music ;  and  if  the  statement  be  correct  that  lie  inquired  of 
Arbuthnot  whether  the  applause  bestowed  on  Handel  was 
r^dlj  deserved,  his  taste  must  also  haye  been  defectiye.  He 
had  not,  like  Milton  or  Gra^,  a  key  to  the  higher  powers  and 
charms  of  musical  combination  and  proportions.  A  delicate 
and  acute  perception  of  metrical  hamony  often  exists  where 
there  is  none  for  musical  harmony.  It  is  more  aUied  to  cul- 
tiyated  taste  and  intellect  than  to  the  ear ;  and  the  name  of 
Pope  must  be  added  to  the  list  of  ^ts  (including  Scott  and 
Byron)  who  deriyed  none  of  their  mspiration  from  this  most 
eleyatmg  and  unsensual  of  the  fine  axts.  Ste  had,  howeyer, 
from  his  earliest  days,  eyinced  a  taste  for  drawing.  His 
childish  imitation  of  the  printed  characters  in  books  may  be 
considered  an  indication  of  this  predilection ;  and  he  after- 
wards proceeded  to  sketches  in  India  ink,  some  of  which  still 
remain.  His  fSEkther  (as  we  are  told  by  Dayies  in  his  Life  of 
Ghurrick)  intended  that  Pope  should  become  an  artist;  the 
study  of  medicine  was  also  proposed ;  but  painting  must 
haye  been  more  congenial ;  and  no  doubt  the  example  of 
Samuel  Cooper,  who  had  risen  by  his  art  to  be  the  fiftyourite 
of  princes,  would  be  often  talked  of  at  Binfield.    On  the 
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walls  of  the  house  were  some  of  Cooper's  works;  even  the 
^  ^[rmding-stone  and  mnller,'*  bequeathed  by  the  artist's 
widoWy  were  suggestiye.  The  experiment  was  now  to  be 
tried.  About  the  beginning  of  1718  apparently  Pope  placed 
himself  under  Charles  Jervas,  better  Known  as  the  friend  of 
Pope,  Steele,  and  Swift,  and  as  the  translator  of  Don  Quixote, 
thui  for  talent  or  originality  as  a  painter.  Eneller,  under 
whom  Jervas  had  studied,  stood  higher  as  an  artist ;  the  su- 
periority is  undoubted ;  but  Sir  GK>dfrey's  vanity  and  ab- 
surdity, and  the  extent  of  his  en^ements,  forbade  any  very 
close  association  or  companionship.  Jerras  was  scarcely  less 
vain;  but  he  seems  to  have  been  friendly,  good-hearted,  and, 
in  the  main,  judicious.  He  was  also  popular  and  fisishionable 
— ^recommendations  no  less  prized  in  the  Forest  than  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  James  &  Jervas  gave  the  poet  "  dailv 
ins&uetions  and  examples"  for  about  a  year  and  a  ball. 
The  mornings,  he  said,  were  employed  in  paintinff ;  the  even- 
ings in  conversation;  and  we  may  owe  some  of  the  artistic 
e&cts  in  the  Epistle  of  Eloisa,  and  other  poems,  to  these 
morning  lessons  in  the  management  of  light,  and  diade,  and 
colour.  It  is  pleasing  to  contemplate  tiie  picture  drawn  by 
Pope  in  his  il^istile  to  Jervas,  ca  their  mutual  labours  and 
eongemal  studies — poetry,  however,  being  decidedly  the  am- 
bition of  the  one  as  art  was  of  the  oth^.  Indeed,  the  year 
1718  was  one  of  tiie  busiest  of  Pope's  literary  periods,  and 
painting  could  only  have  had  a  subordinate  share  of  his  time 
and  attention.  We  find  him  thus  writing  to  Qbj^  August  28, 
1718: 

''I  have  been  near  a  week  in  London,  where  I  am  like  to  remain 
till  I  become!,  by  Mr.  Jervas's  help,  elwans /ormarum  tpecfahr.  1 
begin  to  discover  heaaties  that  were  till  now  imperceptible  to  me. 
Ereiy  comer  of  an  eye,  or  tnm  of  a  nose  or  ear,  the  smallest  degree 
of  light  or  shade  on  a  cheek  or  in  a  dimple,  have  charms  to  dispaot 
me.  I  no  lon^  look  upon  Lord  Haosible  as  ridicoloos  for  adTniring 
a  lady's  fine  tip  of  an  ear  and  pretty  elbow,  as  the  'Plain  Dealer'  has 
it ;  mit  I  am  m  some  danger  even  from  the  ngly  and  disagreeable, 
since  th^  may  have  their  retired  beauties  in  one  part  or  other  about 
them.  Ton  may  gness  in  how  uneasy  a  state  I  am,  when  eveiy  day 
the  petf onnanoes  of  others  appear  more  beantifid  uid  excellent,  and 
mv  own  more  despicable.  I  have  thrown  away  three  Dr.  Swifts,  each 
of  whidi  was  once  my  vanity,  two  Lady  Bridgewaters,  a  Duchess  of 
Montagofi^  half  a  dozen  earb,  and  one  Snight  of  the  Garter.'' 
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These  were  copies ;  and  he  finished  a  portrait  of  Betterton, 
copied  from  Kneller,  which  was  in  the  collection  of  his  friend 
MurrBjf  Lord  Mansfield,  and  still  exists.  An  ori^;inal  speci- 
men of  the  poet's  artistic  powers — a  pictorial  sature — is  pre- 
senred  in  Eetley  parsonage,  Wellington,  Salop.  This  is  a  jpic- 
tore  in  water  colours,  about  three  feet  by  four  feet  in  size. 


columns,  &c.  An  engraving  was  made  from  this  picture, 
though  not  containing  all  the  figures,  as  a  frontispiece  to  an 
edition  of  the  Essay  on  Man,  with  Warburton*s  Commentary, 
published  by  the  l[naptons  in  1748.  The  original  has  long 
been  in  the  family  of  its  present  owner,  the  &t.  Thompson 
Stoneham,  who  is  fully  sensible  of  the  yalue  of  this  cunous 
and  interesting  relic.  One  defect  Pope  laboured  under, 
which  must  hare  been  fatal  to  success  as  a  painter — he  was 
near-sighted  and  had  weak  eyes.  He  ther^ore  entered  aU 
the  more  earnestly  into  those  studies  to  which  nature  and 
destiny  impelled  him. 

''  W  indsor  Forest"  was  published  in  March,  1712-8.  The 
earlier  portion  of  the  poem  was  written  sereral  years  before, 
and  it  was  eyidentiy  suggested  by  Denham's  Cooper's  Hill, 
which  was  then  the  most  popular  descriptiye  poem  in  the 
language.  Pope  was  allegorical  as  well  as  descriptiye.  He 
introduced  Diana,  Lodona,  and  Father  Thames ;  but  little  in- 
terest attaches*  to  these  mythological  creations,  which  appear 
faint  after  the  rich  and  glowing  allegories  of  Spenser,  or  those 
of  B^i  Jonson  in  his  gorgeous  Miwques,  or  of  Milton  in  his 
Comus.  The  descriptive  passages  also  seem  tame  and  meagre 
liter  the  woodland  and  river  scenes  of  Thomson,  Cowper, 
and  Shelley.  In  his  poem  of  Alastor — ^written  imder  the 
oak  shades  of  Windsor  Ghreat  Park — Shelley  has  painted 
forest  scenery  with  a  beauty  and  magnificence  cerUinly  not 
surpassed  in  the  whole  compass  of  our  poetry.  Pope's  are 
literal  and  miniature  descriptions— poor  in  comparison,  but 
touched  occasionally  with  simple  grace,  and  even  pathos.  All 
have  admired  his  pictures  of  the  death  of  the  pheasant,  the 
netting  of  partridges  in  the  new-shorn  fields,  and  the  fowler 
in  winter  among  the  lonely  woodcocks  and  clamorous  lap- 
wings.   The  conclusion  of  the  poem  is  historical,  and  of  a 
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higher  order  of  poetry  than  the  first  |)art.  In  tliis  portion, 
too,  the  poet  ayowed  his  political  partisanship  by  eulogising 
the  peace  shortly  afterwards  consummated  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht— a  treaty  that  destroyed  the  effect  of  Marlborough's 
glorious  campaigns,  and  granted  to  Prance  more  than  she 
had  demanded,  and  we  had  refused,  three  years  before. 

Steele  had  introduced  Pope  to  his  important  and  distin- 
guished friend  Addison,  then  unquestionably  the  most  popular 
man  in  England.  "  If  he  had  a  mind  to  be  chosen  king,'' 
said  Swift,  **  he  would  hardly  be  refused."  Unfortunately,  a 
shade  of  suspicion  and  dislike  mingled  with  Pope's  adlmi- 
ration  of  that  great  man.    In  commending  the  Essay  on 

Criticism,  Addison,  as  we 
have  seen,  qualified  his 
praise  in  allusion  to  the 
attacks  on  Dennis  and 
Blackmore.  Pope  had  com- 
municated to  Addison  his 
happy  conception  of  raising 
the  Kape  of  the  Lock  into 
a  mock  epic  by  adding  the 
1  machinery  of  the  Bosicru- 
cian  system ;  but  Addison 
adyised  him  a£;ainst  any  al- 
teration, for  that  the  poem 
in  its  original  state  was  a 
delicious  little  thing,  and, 
as  he  expressed  it,  merum 
tdl.  **  Mr.  Pope,"  we  are 
told,  '^  was  shocked  for  his 
friend,  and  then  first  began 
to  open  his  ejres  to  his 
character."  This  is  related 
ADDuov.  by  Warburton ;  but  Spence 

records  no  such  impression 
on  the  part  of  Pope.  If  Addison  gaye  the  adyice,  it  was 
doubtless  giyen  in  aM  sincerity,  for  no  one  could  haye  pre- 
dicted that  Pope's  inyention  was  to  be  crowned  with  such 
brilliant  results.  Addison  was  strongly  ayerse  to  altering 
his  own  productions  after  they  were  published,  and  he  was 
likely  to  counsel  the  young  poet  against  making  any  such 
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was^  treaoheij  ia  Addison's  advice,  Pope  hunself,  as  all  his 
critics  and  hiognmhers  admit,  was  open  to  the  same  charge; 
for,  on  the  tragedy  of  Gate  being  submitted  to  him  in  manu- 
script, he  gave  an  opinion  tiiat  it  had  bettemot  be  acted, 
not  being  theatrical  enough,  and  that  Addison  would  gain 
sufficient  reputation  by  omj  printing  it.  Here  the  drcnm- 
stances  were  exactly  parallel ;  but  Addison,  ire  dare  say,  as 
little  dreamed  of  chafing  Pope  with  treachery  as  of  majang 
Sir  Boger  de  Goverley  plot  treason.  Warburton,  we  are 
willing  to  bdiere,  misrepresented  the  feeling  of  Pope  on  this 
occasion ;  and  accordingly  we  find  the  latt^  anxious  for  the 
success  of  the  trafi»d}r,  writing  for  it  the  prolog,  which 
forms  one  of  the  loftiest  and  most  finished  of  his  smaller 
poems,  and  attending  the  theatre  on  the  first  representation 
of  the  drama.  Of  this  scene  he  ff^&A  Jiyaly  account  in  a 
letter  dated  April  SO,  1718 : 

''  Cato  was  not  so  much  the  wonder  of  Borne  in  his  days  as  he  is 
of  Bntain  in  ours ;  and  though  all  the  foolish  industiy  possible  has 
been  us^  to  make  it  thought  a  partv-jdaj,  yet  what  the  author  once 
said  of  another  may  the  most  properly  in  the  world  be  applied  to  him 
on  this  occasion : 

"  *  Bury  itself  is  dumb,  in  wonder  lost, 

And  fiiu^ons  strive,  who  shaU  appUmd  himmosf 

'''The  niunerotiB  and  -violent  daps  of  the  Wlug  yvAj  on  the  one 
side  of  the  theatre  were  echoed  badk  ^  the  Tories  on  the  other; 
while  the  author  sweated  bc^d  the  scenes  with  concern  to  find  their 
applause  proeeedmg  more  from  the  hand  than  the  head.  Tins  was 
the  case,  too,  of  the  prdGMo^writear^  who  was  dapped  inix>  a  staonch 
Whig;  jofv  agmmt  w^  wil,  at  almost  every  two  Imes.  I  bdieve  you 
have  heard,  that  alter  dl  the  applauses  m  the  opposite  factioxL  my 
Lord  Boliqgbroke  sent  for  Booth,  who  played  <)aiQ,  mto  the  box, 
between  one  of  the  acts,  and  presented  hun  with  fifty  goineas,  in  ac- 
knowledgment (as  he  ei^fsressea  it)  for  defending  the  cause  of  liberty 
so  wdl  against  a  perpetual  dictator.  The  Whigs  are  unwilling  to  be 
distanoeu  this  way,  and  therefore  design  a  present  to  the  same  Gato 
verr  speedily;  in  tiie  mean  time,  they  are  getting  ready  as  good  a 
sentence  as  the  former  on  tiieir  side;  so  betwixt  them,  it  is  probable 
that  Gato  (as  Dr.  Garth  expressed  it)  may  have  something  to  lire 
upon  after  lie  dies."^ 

^  Pq>e's  Letters  to  Sir  W.  TrnmbnU.  It  appean  fitun  ilie  CaryU  p^mtb 
In  tlie  Athenwnm,  that  the  original  or  a  copy  of  this  letter  wis  sent  to  Ur. 
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The  first  perfbrmanoe  of  Oato  took  place  on  the  14ith  of 
ApriL  Addison's  Bsmety  was  at  an  exid,  and  Pope's  noble 
prologoey  not  less  popular,  was  on  the  18th  printed  in  the 
Guardian— the  socoessor  of  the  Spectator — accompanied  by 
a  few  words  of  happy  and  discrinunating  praise  from  Steele. 
In  the  same  jonrDat  howeyer,  had  shorthr  befiore  appeared,  a 
series  of  papers  from  the  pen  of  Tickeli,  reyiewinc;  the  pas- 
toral poets  £rom  Theocritus  downwards,  in  which  Philips  was 
largely  quoted  and  pronounced  to  be  the  legitimate  successor 
of  Spenser.  TioA  exagfi;q(Bted  praise,  dictated  by  friendship, 
was  galling  to  Pope,  %ough  he  had  himself  in  a  letter  to 
CromweU,  m  1710,  concurred  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the 
Tatler,  and  now  repeated  in  the  Ghiardian,  that  there  were 
no  better  eclogues  in  our  lan^age  than  those  of  Philips. 
What  mi^ht  seem  generosity  with  him  was  implied  censure 
and  unfBir  criticism  on  the  part  of  Q^ckell,  and  Pope  in- 
geniously turned  the  whole  into  ridicule  by  sending  to  the 
Guardian  an  additional  essay  on  the  pastoral  writers,  in 
which  he  institutes  a  comparison  between  himself  and  Phi- 
lips, awarding  the  palm  to  Philips,  but  quoting  all  his  worst 
passages  as  his  best,  and  placing  by  the  side  of  them  his  own 
finest  lines,  which  he  says  want  rusticity,  and  deviate  into 
downright  poetry !  The  grave  irony  of  this  piece  is  conducted 
with  the  utmost  skill  and  humour.  Philips  is  eulogised  for 
his  ^  great  judgment"  in  describing  wolves  in  England ;  and 
for  not  confining  himself  **  as  Mr.  Pope  hath  done,'*  to  one 
particular  season  of  the  year,  one  certain  time  of  the  day,  or 
one  unbroken  sc^ie  in  each  edosue.  Br  a  poetical  creation 
PMlips  is  said  to  have  raised  up  finer  beds  of  flowers  than  the 
most  industrious  gardener,  and  his  roses,  his  endives,  lilies^ 
kingcups,  and  daffodils,  blow  all  in  the  same  season!  His 
dialect  i&  also  said  to  prove  him  to  be  the  eldest  bom  of 

Garyfl,  oontrinfag  tlie  wordi  piinted  in  italics.  To  his  Caiiholic  and  Jaoo- 
Ute  Mend  the  poe^s  disavowal  of  Whige^sm  would  be  wdoome,  but  it 
would  not  haye  sidted  the  ex-secretaxy  of  WiUiam  IIL  Pope,  when  he 
pnblished  the  letter,  may  haye  imt  Tnimbiill*s  name  to  it,  witiiont  ever 
having  sent  it  to  his  old  friend  in  the  Forest,  but  it  is  as  likely  that  he  ad- 
dressed copies  to  both  Six  William  and  Mr.  CaijU :  the  incident,  he  knew, 
would  gratify  both  as  an  article  of  inteDigence.  Bolingbroke*s  allusion  to 
the  ''perpetual  dictator^  was,  of  course,  directed  against  Kailborou£^  who 
had  endeavoured,  it  was  said,  to  obtain  a  patent  appointing  him  for  life 
Captaln-Qeneral  of  the  army. 
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Spenser,  and  our  onlj  true  Arcadian:  inilluatrationof  ^riiicli 
Pope  quotes  from  a  pretended  old  pastoral  ballad  (in  the  stjrle 
of  Oay's  Shepherd's  Week,  then  unpublished)  a  descriptiou 
in  the  Somersetshire  dialect,  which  he  considers  a  fetfeet 
poitarai. 

"ki  the  conolasion  of  this  piece,''  he  sajrs,  ^the  author  reconciles 
the  lorers,  and  ends  the  edogae  the  most  Bimplj  in  the  world. 

**  *  So  Roger  parted  tot  to  Tetdi  tha  kee, 
And  Tor  her  bucket  in  went  Ctedj.* 

"I  am  loth,''  he  adds,  ''to  show  mj  fondness  for  antiqiiity,  so  hx 
as  to  prefer  this  sndent  British  author  to  onr  present  English  writers 
of  pastoral;  hat  I  cannot  avoid  making  this  ohYions  remark,  that 
Philips  hath  hit  into  the  sameroad  with  this  old  west-conntty  bard  of 
ours. 

Steele,  either  through  inadvertence,  or  not  wishing  to  dis- 
oblige  Pope,  inserted  this  ironical  paper,  and  Oaj  continued 
the  ridicme  by  publishing  his  mock  Pastorals,  whidi  are  so 
excellent  for  low  humour  and  nature,  that  they  are  still 
admired  without  reference  to  their  satirical  origin.  Philips 
was  naturally  much  incensed  at  Pope.  He  throatened  per- 
sonal violence,  and,  according  to  various  contemporary  ac- 
counts, procured  a  rod  and  stuck  it  up  in  Button's  coffee- 
house, in  the  public  room,  vowing  to  exercise  it  upon  Pope 
whenever  he  should  meet  him  there.' 

«  Ayre*8  Lift  of  Pope,  Cibbcr's  Letter  to  Pope,  ftc.  Ayre  was  imposed 
upon  by  Pope's  ironical  compariscm  of  liimself  wtth  Philipa.  He  says,  '^llie 
perfiormances  are  very  didRnent,  but  Sir  BUehard  8mU  has  pretended  to 
compaze  them.**  And  after  qaoting  the  essay,  he  adds,  with  amnsJng 
dmplicity,  "  It  ins  no  smaU  matter  to  be  brooch  into  the  lists  at 
sixteen  yeaxs  of  age  with  Mr.  Phil^  who  was  then  (not  without  very 
good  reason)  mnch  spplanded  by  the  town  and  by  lir.  Steele,  iHio  had  a 
great  partiality  and  personal  friendship  fat  Mr.  Phi^ps.**.  In  Ayre*8  Me- 
mob  is  a  dissertation  on  psstoral  poetry,  in  wliich  he  introdaces  long  quota- 
tions from  Tasao^  Gnarini,  and  AUan  Ramsay.  He  says  Pq>e  admired  the 
pastoral  of  the  Gentle  Shepherd,  and  pdnted  ont  to  a  gentleman  two  tar 
Yoniite  passages  in  it,  one  on  the  married  lift  beginning, 

**  Bnt  well  grow  anld  together,  and  neV  find 
The  loss  of  yonth  wlien  love  grows  on  the  mind.** 

And  the  other  where  the  shepherd  and  his  mistress  exchange  vows— 

"  Speak  on !  speak  ever  thus,  and  stm  my  griet** 

Gay  met  AUan  Bamsay  when  he  attended  theDnke  and  Duchess  of  Queens- 
bexry  to  Scotland,  and  he  had  probably  made  Pope  acquainted  with  the 
Gentle  Shepherd. 
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Another  and  an  important  difference  with  the  Whig  party- 
soon  occurred.  ShOTilj  after  the  publication  of  Cato, 
Dennis  attacked  it  in  a  furious  and  elaborate  critique,  his 
friends  having,  he  said,  been  urging  him  for  somd  weeks  to 
make  remarks  on  the  tragedy.  The  "  Bemarks*'  are  charac- 
teristic of  their  author— <M)arse  and  dofi^atic,  but  often 
shrewd  and  just.  Pope  now  came  forward  to  revenge  him- 
self on  his  former  antagonist.  He  wrote  a  satire  on  Dennis, 
entitled  The  Narrative  of  Dr.  JSobert  Norrie  en  the  Frenzy 
efJ.D.  Noiris  was  an  apothecary  or  quack  in  Hatton- 
garden,  where  he  displayed  his  sign  of  the  Golden  Pestle  and 
Mortar,  and  professed  to  hare  had  thirtr^  years'  experience 
in  the  expeditious  cure  of  lunatics.  Swif^  in  his  satire  on 
Partridge,  the  almanack-maker,  had  taught  Pope  the  advan- 
tage of  seizixig  on  a  known  name.  This  ridicule  of  Dennis  is, 
however,  a  bitter  and  merciless  narrative,  with  some  passages 
of  broad  humour,  but  with  more  that  is  indefensibly  coarse 
and  cruel ;  and  not  one  of  the  objections  which  Dennis  ur|;ed 
against  the  plav  is  controverted.  The  description  of  Dennis's 
apartment  is  the  best  passage  in  the  satire,  and  is  worthy  of 
Scriblerus: 

"I  observed  bis  room  was  huig  with  oAf /d^Msi^y,  which  had  several 
holes  in  it,  caosed,  as  the  old  woman  informea  me,  by  his  havinjB;  cat 
out  of  it  the  heads  of  divers  tyrants,  the  fierceness  of  whose  visac^ 
had  much  provoked  him.  On  all  sides  of  his  room  were  pinned  a 
great  many  sheets  of  a  tragedy  called  Cato,  with  notes  on  the  margin 
with  his  own  hand.  Hie  words  absurd,  motuirous,  eseerable.  were 
everywhere  written  in  such  large  characters  that  I  conld  read  them 
without  mj  spectacles.  By  the  fireside  lav  three  farthings'  worth  of 
small  coal  in  a  Spectator,  uid  behind  the  door  huge  heaps  of  pi^pers 
of  the  same  title,  which  his  nmrse  informed  me  she  had  conveyed 
thither  out  of  his  sig^t,  believing  they  were  books  of  the  black  art,  for 
her  master  never  r^  in  them  but  he  was  either  quite  moped,  or  la 
raving  fits.  There  was  nothing  neat  in  the  whole  room,  except  some 
books  on  his  shelves,  very  welibomid  and  gilded,  whose  names  I  had 
never  before  heard  of,  nor  I  believe  were  anywhere  else  to  be  fomid ; 
such  as  Gibraltar,  a  comedy;  Eemarks  on  Prince  Arthur;  The 
Grounds  of  Criticism  in  Poetiy;  An  Essay  on  Pnblio  Spirit.  The 
only  one  I  had  any  knowledge  of  was  a  raradise  Lost  mterleaved. 
The  whole  floor  was  covered  with  msnusoripts,  as  thick  as  a  pastry- 
cook's shop  on  a  Christmas-eve.  On  his  taUe  were  some  ends  of 
verse  and  of  candles ;  a  gallipot  of  ink  with  a  yellow  pen  in  it^  and  a 
pot  of  half-dead  ale  covered  with  a  Longinus." 
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Addiflon  was  not  Hkelj  to  approre  of  this  mode  of  treatihg 
a  criticy  bat  he  stepped  out  of  nis  way  to  mark  his  disappro- 
batioiiy  bycanamg  Steele  to  write  a  lotto  to  Lintoty  the  pub* 
liaher  of  rope's  narrative : 

^'AngnstiilTlS. 

"Mb.  LnrroT,— Mr.  Addison  desired  me  to  tdl  you.  he  whoUy 
disapproves  the  xnsimer  of  treating  Mr.  D^mis  in  a  litUe  pamphlet 
by  wav  of  Dr.  Norris's  acoonni  Wnen  he  thinks  fit  to  take  notioe  of 
Mr.  iJenms's  oljeotions  to  his  writings  he  will  do  it  in  a  way  Mr. 
Dennis  shaE  have  no  just  reason  to  complain  of;  but  when  the  paoen 
above  mentbned  were  offered  to  be  communicated  to  him,  he  said  he 
could  not»  either  in  honour  or  conscience,  be  privy  to  such  a  treat- 
ment,, and  was  sony  to  hear  of  it.— I  am»  sit^  your  very  humble  ser- 
vant,—Bichabj)  SlEBLB." 

Steele  was  often  careless  and  inexact  in  expression^bnt  the 
obvious  meaning  of  this  note  is,  that  Pope  or  some  one  else 
had  offered  to  communicate  the  manuscnpt  or  ''papers"  of 
the  satire  to  Addison  before  publication.  !D6nnis*s  testimony 
on  the  point  is  contradictory.  •  SQLs  first  statement  is  to  this 
effect :  ''  In  the  height  of  his  (Pope's)  professions  of  friend- 
ship for  Mr.  Addison,  he  could  not  bear  the  success  of  Oato, 
but  prevails  upon  B.  L.  [Bernard  Lintot]  to  6Dfi;age  me  to 
write  and  publish  remarks  upon  that  traeedy ;  whi^,  after  I 
had  done,  A.  P — ^E,  the  better  to  conce^  himself  from  Mr. 
Addison  and  his  fiiends,  writes  and  publishes  a  scandalous 
pamphlet,  equally  foolish  and  villanous,  in  which  he  pretends 
that  I  was  in  the  hands  of  a  quack  who  cures  madmen. 
So  weak  is  the  capacity  of  this  little  p;entleman,  that  he  did 
not  know  he  had  done  an  odious  thing,  an  action  detested 
even  by  those  whom  he  fondly  desired  to  oblige  by  it.  Por 
Mr.  Addison  was  so  &r  from  approring  of  it  that  he  engaged 
Sir  Bichard  Steele  to  write  to  me,  and  to  assure  me  tlmt  he 
knew  nothing  of  that  pamphlet  tUl  he  taw  it  in  printy  that  he 
was  very  sorry  to  see  it,"  &efi  Dennis's  second  statement, 
made  the  following  year,  runs  thus :  "  The  manuscript  of  this 
pamphlet  he  (Pope)  offered  to  show  to  Mr.  Addison  h^bre  it 
tDOi  jpriniedy  who  had  too  much  honour  and  too  much  good 
sense  to  approve  of  so  blade  a  proceeding  r  ...  he  im- 
mediately engaged  Sir  Bichard  Steele  to  write  the  following 
letter  to  liintot.  [Here  the  letter  is  given  as  above.]  This  letter 

'  Fr«Cue  to  Dennis's  Bemadu  on  the  Bape  of  the  Lock,  1728. 
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was  sent  by  Sir  Bicliard  Steele  to  Mr.  Lintot,  and  by  the  latter 
tmiiBmitted  to  me."^  Our  own  belief  is,  that  the  manuscript 
of  the  pamphlet  was  offered  to  Addison,  and  that  he  knew  it 
to  be  written  by  Pope ;  that  he  disapproyed  of  the  manner  in 
which  Pope  had  previously  ridiculed  his  friend  Philips,  and 
still  more  strongly  condemned  his  treatment  of  Dennis,  and 
that  in  his  over-anxious  desire  to  disavow  all  connexion  with 
such  personal  satire,  he  had  dictated  his  letter  to  Steele  im- 
mediately on  the  publication  of  the  pamphlet.  Though  not 
printed  till  sixteen  jrears  after  it  was  written,  Steele's  letter 
would  in  all  probability  be  shown  to  Pope  bv  Lintot,  and 
must  have  irritated  and  offended  him  in  no  small  degree.  He 
had  only  four  months  before  contributed  his  prologue  to 
Addison's  Gato,  he  had  enriched  the  Soectator  with  his 
poem  of  the  Messiah,  had  assisted  Steele  oy  writing  several 
papers  in  the  Ghiardian,  and  now  had  employed  his  pen  in 
reply  to  Dennis's  criticism — a  reply  which  must  be  charac- 
terised as  friendly,  whatever  was  tne  value  of  the  perform- 
ance. Under  these  circumstances  for  Addison  so  officiously 
to  disclaim  all  sympathy  with  the  maimer  in  which  Pope 
treated  Dennis,  and  to  forget  the  obligation  conferred  upon 
him  BO  recently  by  the  younger  poet,  in  writing  for  his  play 
the  finest  prologue  in  the  language,  implies  ingratitude,  or, 
at  least,  cold  superciliousness,  on  the  psrt  of  him  whom ''  all 
the  world  commended."  It  was  at  once  insulting  Pope  and 
affording  Dennis  a  triumph  at  the  expense  of  a  man  of 
genius,  who  had  come  forward,  if  not  in  defence  of  Addison, 
at  least  in  ridicule  of  Addison's  imfair  and  malignant  critic. 
In  the  printed  correspondence  is  a  letter  whi<£,  if  ^nuine, 
puts  Addison  still  more  completely  in  the  wrong.  Tms  letter 
IS  dated  July  20,  ten  days  before  the  date  affixed  by  Pope  to 
his  attack  on  Dennis,  and  about  a  fortnight  before  Steele  had 
by  Addison's  desire  written  to  Lintot.  In  tins  communi- 
cation, Pope  expresses  the  utmost  joy  at  Addison's  return 
(where  from  is  not  stated),  and  remarks  that  when  he  offered 
his  pen  in  reply  to  Dennis,  it  was  only  in  the  way  of  raillery 
and  contempt,  and  that  he  felt  more  warmth  in  the  case  of 
Addison,  than  he  did  when  Dennis  attacked  himself.  This 
could  not  have  been  sincere,  but  such  an  offer  made  in  such 

«  Deiiiiiv'0  Bemnks  on  the  Ftelimlnarifls  to  the  Dnndad,  1729. 
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termfl  unmieBtionably  renders  Addison's  subsequent  conduct 
more  harsli  and  indefensible.  It  is  a  significant  fact,  how- 
ever, i^t  tbis  letter,  printed  as  addressed  to  Addison,  was 
(nigmaQy  not  written  to  Addison  at  all.  It  was  written  and 
sent  eigbt  months  before  (Not.  19, 1712),  on  a  totally  dif- 
ferent occasion,  and  to  a  less  distinguished  acquaintance— 
impaientlj  to  Mr.  GarylL  The  poet  might  have  kept  a  copy 
of  Us  first  letter,  and  used  it  in  writing  to  Addison,  but  we 
fear  the  true  inference  is,  that  the  pubushed  letter  was  con- 
cocted long  afterwards,  when  Dennis  had  printed  the  note 
dictated  by  Addison  to  Steele,  and  when  Pope  fdt  that  he 
required  to  justify  the  poetical  satire  by  which  he  cast  a 
shade  on  the  memory  of  bis  illustrious  contemporary.* 

•  It  is  •ospldona,  too,  that  Pope  altered  the  date  of  thia  letter.  Lithe 
earijr  editiona  of  the  coReflpondeiioe  it  ia  dated  ivHy  80,  the  aame  date  ^- 
pended  to  P(^*a  pamphlet  He  afterwarda  altoed  It  to  June  20,  hy  irhidi 
appaxent  time  waa  afforded  for  Addiaon  to  reoehre  Pope*a  alleged  oflfar  of  Us 
pen  before  the  publication  of  the  aatire.  The  original  and  pohUdied  letters 
are  both  printed  at  length  in  the  ^rtewww  of  Jnly  8, 1664.  We  aottfdn 
the  oommenoement  of  each : 

«*Bhifleld,Nov.l9,1712. 

"  DsAB  Sm, — ^I  am  more  Joy'd  at  joat  retom  and  nearer  approach  to  ns 
than  I  oonld  be  at  that  of  the  ami,  ao  much  aa  I  wiah  him  tUa  melancholy 
aeaaon;  and  thon^  he  brings  along  with  him  all  the  pleaanrea  and  bleaB* 
ingaofnatne.  But  *tia  hia  fkte,  tm>,  Hke  yoon,  to  be  diaplearing  to  owla 
and  dbaoene  animala,  "who  cannot  bear  hia  Inatre.  What  pnta  me  in  mind 
of  theae  night-birds  waa  that  Jail-bird,  the  Flj^  Poti,  irfaom  I  thhik  yon 
are  beat  reyenged  ixgosif  aa  the  son  in  the  ftble  waa  upon  thoae  beta  and 
beaatly  Urda  above  mentioned  <nily  by  Mmg  on,  by  bdng  honest-and 
ddng  good.  I  am  so  for  from  deeming  it  any  misfortnne  to  be  impotent]^ 
slandered,  that  I  oongntnlate  yon  npon  having  yonr  ahare  in  that  which 
all  the  great  men,  and  all  the  good  men  that  ever  lived,  have  had  their  part 
of— envy  and  calumny.  To  be  nnooiaared  and  to  be  obecore  ia  the  aame 
thing.  Ton  may  condnde  from  what  I  here  aay,  that  it  was  never  in  my 
thoughts  to  offer  yon  my  poor  pen  in  any  direct  r^y  to  anch  a  aooondrel 
(who,  like  Hndibraa,  needs  fear  no  blows  bat  snch  aa  brniae),  but  only  in 
aome  little  rafllenr." 

The  pnbliahed  letter  ia  aa  followa: 

ToMr.AddUtm. 

«Jnly20,1718. 

**  I  am  more  Joy'd  at  yoor  return  than  I  shoold  be  at  that  of  the  ami,  ao 
much  aa  I  wish  for  him  this  melancholy  wet  aeaaon ;  but  tia  hia  fete  too^ 
like  yonis,  to  be  displeasing  to  owls  and  obscene  ftrlm^ili^  who  cannot  bear 
hia  lustre.  What  put  me  in  mind  of  these  night-birds  waa  John  Dennis^ 
whom  1  think  you  are  best  revenged  upon,  aa  the  sun  was  in  the  feble  iqion 
thoae  beta  and  beastly  birds  above  mentioned  only  by  tkigimg  im,    I  am  ao 
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The  publication  of  Windsor  Porest"  seems  to  haye  led.  to 
Pope's  acquaintance  with  Swift.  A  few  weeks  previous  to 
its  appeaninoe,  Swift  said  Pamell  outdid  all  the  poets  in 
London  **  a  bar^s  length,"  but  the  new  work  of  the  English 
poet  he  recommend^  to  Stella  as ''  a  fine  poem/*  and  he 
soon  became  zealous  in  behalf  of  its  author. 

Swift  had  airiyed  in  ED£;land  in  September,  1710,  and  he  re- 
mained tillJune,  1718.  The  ostensible  objectof  his  journey  was 
to  obtain  a  remission  of  the  first-fruits  and  twentieths  pay- 
able by  the  Irish  clergy  to  the  Crown;  but  he  was  still  more 
anxious  to  get  some  good  benefice  that  would  secure  him  the 
enjoyment  of  literary  and  refined  sodeinr,  which  he  so  much 
coyeted.  He  had  the  year  before  (1709)  urgentiy  entreated 
the  Earl  of  Halifax  for  preferment,  specifying  particularly 
thereversionof  Dr. South's prebend  at  Westminster.  ''Pray, 
my  lord,"  he  said, ''  desire  Vr.  South  to  die  about  the  fall  of 
the  leaf."  The  leayes  fell,  but  Dr.  South  remained,  and  in 
Noyember,  Swift  again  wrote  to  Halifax,  soliciting  his  offices 
with  the  Lord  President,  that  if  the  ''  eentie  winter"  did  not 
cany  off  South,  he  might  haye  the  bi^opric  of  Cork,  which 
would  soon  be  yacant,  as  the  incumbent  was  then  under  the 
spotted  feyer.  The  spotted  feyer  did  its  work  as  anticipated, 
but  the  bishopric  was  giyen,  not  to  Swift,  but  to  the  Proyost 
of  DubliQ  Ootiege.  'From  this  moment  may  be  dated  Swift's 
hostility  to  Halmc  and  the  Whigs.  He  threw  himself  into 
the  arms  of  Harley  and  Bolingbroke,  and  became  one  of  the 


ftr  from  €BtB6niiii^  it  ti^  miilbrtoxMii  thst  I  oongnitiiUitd  you  vpon  lutTio^ 
your  duuB  in  that  idikh  all  the  great  and  all  the  good  men  that  ever  lived 
hare  had  their  part  of— envy  and  calumny.  To  be  nnoeDsared  and  obeoine 
is  the  same  thhig;  Ton  may  oondnde  fhnn  idiat  I  here  aay,  that  'twas 
never  in  my  thmi^ta  to  have  offisfed  yon  my  pen  in  any  direct  i^y  to  soch 
a  critic,  bi^  only  in  some  little  raffleiy,  not  &  defence  of  yon,  bnt  in  oon- 
tmpt  of  hiuL** 

A  note  on  the  last  sentence  tells  the  reader:  "This  relates  to  the  paper 
occasjoned  hy  Dennis's  KfgnaTts  iq>on  Cato,  called  Dr.  Norris's  Narrative  of 
the  Vnnaj  of  John  Dennis.*  Another  part  of  the  ingenious  adaptation  is 
noticeaUe.  Pope  inferms  his  friend  that  lir.  Tkomm  SoMooU  is  sealoas  on 
Ids  behalf:  irhen  he  printed  the  letter  as  addressed  to  Addison,  the  name 
iras  at  flzst  left  blank;  then  flUed  iq»  with  "Mr.  Qay."  As  to  Addison's 
^letDm,"  it  is  almost  certain  that  he  was  then  either  in  London  or  at  his 
seat  at  BOston,  the  Fariiamentary  Seesion  having  closed  on  the  16th  of 
Jnlyii    Pope  was  in  London  on  the  80th  of  Jnly.    (See  im^d^  p.  7L) 
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sixteen  brothers  who  dined  weekly  at  each  other's  houses  to 
keep  alive  the  Tory  spirit,  which  was  then  gaining  the  as* 
cendancY.  Swift  was  an  invalnable  aUy,  but  his  preferment 
was  BtQl  deferred.  The  Tale  of  a  Tab,  which  was  the  chief 
source  of  his  fame,  was  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  his  ad- 
Tanoement ;  and  after  having  cast  off  the  Whigs  and  mate- 
rially aided  in  reinstating  the  Tories  in  power — conferring 
also  many  acts  of  kindness  and  favour  on  literary  men — 
Swift  was  forced  to  return  to  what  he  considered  his  banish- 
ment in  Ireland,  with  onlv  that  title  which  he  has  made  im- 
mortal, the  Dean  of  St.  ratrick*s.  In  about  three  months 
he  was  recalled  to  Enghind  to  arbitrate  between  Harlev  and 
Bolingbroke,  then  at  open  variance,  and  threatening  to  break 
up  the  recently  formea  Ministry.  He  met  Pope ;  their  cor- 
respondence commenced  at  the  dose  of  1718,  and  was  con- 
tinned  without  interruption  for  twenty-six  years.  Pope  was 
then  twenty-five ;  Swift  forty-six.  One  was  barely  struggling 
into  the  notice  of  the  great ;  the  other  had  by  his  talents, 
and  his  unscrupulous  use  of  them  in  political  wai&re,  placed 
himself  in  a  position  to  dictate  to  the  proudest  peers,  and 
almost  solely  to  pull  down  one  government  and  set  up 
another.  Pope,  however,  evinced  ms  sagadiy  and  penetra- 
tion in  his  first  letter  to  Swift.  He  saw  now  completely  his 
new  Mend  sunk  the  divine  in  the  wit,  how  keenly  he  relished 
.  a  stroke  of  satire  at  the  superior  deray  and  great  politicians, 
and  how  accessible  he  was  to  that  deferential  style  of  flattery 
which  seemed  equally  to  elevate  his  character,  talents,  and 
influence: 

"  Binfield,  Dec  8, 1718. 

"  Sib,— Not  to  trouble  voa  at  present  with  a  redtal  of  all  my  oUi- 
g|ation8  to  you,  I  shall  omy  mentioii  two^  thinflB.  which  I  take  par- 
ticularly kind  of  you:  your  desire  that  I  shomd  write  to  you;  and 
your  proposal  of  giving  me  twenty  guineas  to  change  my  religion; 
which  last  you  must  give  me  leave  to  make  the  subject  of  this  letter. 

"  Sure  no  dergyman  ever  ofiiBred  so  much  oat  of  his  own  purse  for 
the  sake  of  any  reliffion.  It  is  ahnost  as  many  nieces  of  gold  as  an 
Apostle  could  get  of  silver  from  the  priests  of  old,  on  a  much  more 
vahiable  oonsiaeration.  I  helieve  it  will  be  hetter  worth  my  while  to 
propose  a  chanffe  of  my  fiuth  hv  subscription  than  a  translation  of 
Homer.  And  to  convmoe  you  how  well  cUsposed  I  am  to  the  re- 
formation, I  shall  be  content  if  you  can  prevail  with  my  Lord  Trea- 
surer and  the  Ministry,  to  rise  to  the  same  sum  each  of  tiiem,  on  thu 
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pious  aooonnt,  as  my  Lord  Halifax  bas  done  on  the  profiuie  one.  I 
am  afraid  there  is  no  being  at  onoe  a  poet  and  a  gjood!^  Christian;  and 
I  am  Yeiy  mnok  straitened  between  the  two,  while  the  Whigs  seem 
willinff  to  contribute  as  much  to  oontmue  me  the  one^  as  jon  wonld 
to  make  me  the  other,  fiat  if  yon  can  moTC  every  man  in  the  go- 
Temment  who  has  aboTO  ten  thousand  pounds  a  year,  to  subscribe  as 
much  as  yourself,  I  shall  become  a  convert,  as  most  men  do,  when  the 
Lord  turns  it  to  my  interest.  I  know  they  have  the  truth  of  religion 
so  much  at  heart,  that  they  would  certamly  give  more  to  have  one 
good  sulgeot  translated  from  Ponery  to  the  Churdi  of  England,  than 
twen^  heathenish  authors  out  of  any  unknown  tongue  into  ours.  I 
thererore  comnussion  you,  Mr.  Dean,  with  foil  authoritv,  to  transact 
tills  ailair  in  my  name,  and  to  propose  as  follows :  First,  that  as  to 
the  head  of  onr  Church,  the  Pope,  I  may  engaj^  to  renounce  his 
power,  whensoever  I  shall  receive  any  particular  indulgences  from  the 
nead  of  vour  Church,  the  Queen. 

"  As  to  the  communion  m  one  kind,  I  shaQ  also  promise  to  change 
it  for  communion  in  both,  as  soon  as  the  ministry  will  allow  me.  rot 
invocations  to  saints,  mine  shall  be  turned  to  dedications  to  sinners, 
when  I  shall  find  the  great  ones  of  this  world  as  willing  to  do  me  any 
good,  as  I  believe  tiiose  of  the  other  are.  You  see  1  shall  not  be 
obetmate  in  the  main  points,  fiut  there  is  one  article  I  must  reserve, 
and  which  you  seemed  not  unwilling  to  allow  me,  prayer  for  the  dead. 
There  are  people  to  whose  souls  I  wish  as  well  as  to  my  own;  and  I 
must  crave  leave  humbly  to  lay  before  them,  that  though  the  sub- 
scriptions above  mentioned  will  sufi&ce  for  myself,  there  are  necessary 
perquisites  and  additions,  which  I  must  demand  on  the  score  of 
this  charitable  article.  It  is  also  to  be  considered,  that  the  greater 
part  of  those  whose  souls  I  am  most  concerned  for,  were  unfor- 
tunately heretics,  schismatics,  poets,  painters,  or  persons  of  such  lives 
and  manners,  as  few  or  no  churches  are  willing  to  save.  The  expense 
win  therefore  be  the  greater  to  make  an  effectual  provision  for  the 
said  souls. 

"Old  Dryden,  though  a  Eoman  Catholic,  was  a  poet;  and  it  is 
revealed  in  the  visions  of  some  ancient  saints,  that  no  poet  was  ever 
saved  under  some  hundred  of  ]|Qa8ses.  I  cannot  set  his  delivery  from 
purip^ry  at  less  than  fifty  pounds  sterling.  Walsh  was  not  only  a 
Socmian,  but  (what  you  wiU  own  is  harder  to  be  saved)  a  Whig.  He 
cannot  modestly  be  rated  at  less  than  a  hundred.  L'Estrange,  being 
a  Tory,  we  compii^  him  but  at  twenty  pounds ;  which  I  nope  no 
friend  of  tiie  party^  can  deny  to  give,  to  Keep  him  from  damning  in 
the  next  life,  considering  they  never  gave  him  sixpence  to  keep  nim 
from  starving  in  this.  AH  this  together  amounts  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy  pounds. 

''In  the  next  place,  I  must  desire  you  to  represent,  that  there  are 
seveial  of  my  friends  yet  livings  whom  I  design,  (Sod  willing^  to  outlive, 
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in  oonsidention  of  legacies;  out  of  wfaiek  it  is  a  doctrine  in  the  re- 
formed church,  that  not  afarthing  shall  he  allowed  to  save  their  sonls 
who  ffaye  them.  There  is  one  *  *  *  who  will  die  within  these  few 
monl£s,  with  ^  *  *  one  Mr.  Jer?B8,  who  hath  grieronslj  offended  in 
makbg  the  likeness  c^  almost  all  things  in  heaven  aboye  and  earth 
below;  and  one  Mr.  Gaj,  an  nnhappj  youth,  who  writes  pastorals 
dnrinff  the  time  of  diyine  service ;  wnose  case  is  the  more  de]^orable, 
as  henaih  miserably  lavished  away  all  that  silyer  he  shonld  nave  re- 
served for  his  sonl's  health,  in  bnttons  and  loops  for  his  coat 

"  I  cannot  pretend  to  haye  these  people  honestly  saved  nnder  some 
hundred  pounds,  whether  yon  consioer  the  difficiilt]^  of  such  a  work, 
or  the  extreme  loye  and  tenderness  I  bear  them,  which  will  infiedlibly 
make  me  pnsh  this  charify  as  fea:  as  lam  aUe.  There  is  bat  one  more 
whose  salvation  I  insist  npon,  and  then  I  have  done.  But  indeed  it 
may  proye  of  so  much  greyer  chai]<e  than  all  the  rest,  that  I  will  only 
lay  the  case  before  you  and  the  mmistnr,  and  kaye  to  their  prudence 
aoid  generosity  what  sum  1^  shall  think  fit  to  bestow  upon  it. 

**ThB  person  I  mean  is  Br.  Swift,  a  dignified  dersyman,  but 
one  who,  DrjT  his  own  confession,  has  composed  more  libels  than  ser- 
mons. If  it  be  true,  what  I  haye  heard  often  affirmed  by  innocent 
people,  that  too  much  wit  is  dangerous  to  salvation,  this  uifortonate 
ffentleman  must  certainly  be  danmed  to  all  eternity.  But  I  hope  his 
fong  experience  in  the  worid,  and  freqoent  conyersation  with  great 
men,  will  caose  him  (as  it  has  some  oth^  to  have  less  and  less  wit 
eyeiy  day.  Be  it  as  it  will,  I  should  not  think  my  own  soul  deserved 
to  be  sayed,  if  I  did  not  endeavour  to  saye  his ;  for  I  have  all  the 
obligations  in  nature  to  him.  He  has  brought  me  into  better  com- 
pany than  I  cared  for,  made  me  merrier  when  I  was  sick  than  I  had 
a  mind  to  be,  and  put  me  upon  making  poems,  on  purpose  that  he 
might  alter  them,  ftc 

"  I  once  thought  I  could  never  have  disdiarged  my  debt  to  his 
kjudness ;  but  have  lately  been  informed,  to  my  unspeakable  comfort^ 
that  I  haye  more  than  paid  it  alL  For  Mens,  de  Montai(;ne  has 
assured  me,  'that  the  person  who  receiyes  a  benefit,  obliges  the 

S'yer :'  for  since  the  chief  endeavour  of  one  friend  is  to  do  good  to 
e  other,  he  who  administers  both  the  matter  and  occasion,  is  9ie  man 
who  is  lib^raL  At  this  rate  it  is  impossible  Dr.  Swift  should  be  oyer 
out  of  my  debt,  as  matters  stand  already.  And  for  the  future,  he 
may  expect  daily  more  obligations  from  his  mosi&ithful,  affectionate^ 
humble  servant, 

"A,  Pen. 

"I  haye  finished  the  Bape  of  the  Lock ;  but  I  believe  I  may  stay 
here  tfll  Christmas  without  hindrance  of  business.'' 

The  obligationB  so  warmly  acknowledged  were  introdactionB 
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to  the  Bad  of  Oxford,  Bolingbroke,  Harcourt,  and  the  other 
leading  Tories;  and  Swift's  success  in. procurinfi;  subscrip- 
tions  for  the  translation  of  the  Biad,  for  which  proposals 
had  been  issued  in  October.  It  must  soon  have  become 
evident  to  Pope  that  painting  was  not  to  be  his  profession. 
It  was  necessary,  howeyer,  to  do  something ;  for  allhis  poetrji 
hitherto,  had  not  brought  him  a  hundr^  pounds.  Trans- 
lation was  the  poet's  resource ;  he  circulated  his  subscription 
^pers  for  an  English  Homer,  and  plunged  into  the  siege  of 
Troy.  The  work  was  to  be  a  costly  one— six  Tolumes,  at  a 
guinea  each;  but  his  frieuds  were  numerous  and  zealous, 
and  eyen  then  Pope's  name  stood  hieh.  The  chiefs  of  both 
narties  hastened  to  his  support.  Addison,  he  said,  was  the 
nrst  ^ose  advice  determmed  him  to  undertake  the  task, 
saying  that  he  knew  none  of  that  age  who  was  equal  to  it 
but  Fo^  himself.^  A  Whi^  bishop,  Dr.  Kennet,  giyes 
an  amusing  account  of  Swift's  imporhmities  with  his  friends, 
and  of  his  somewhat  arrogant  demeanour  when  he  was  hifi;h 
in  Court  &your.  The  picture  is  evidently  drawn  from  the 
life,  though  by  no  yery  friendly  hand.  Under  the  date  of 
Noyember,  1718,  Kennet  writes  in  his  diary: 

*'  Dr.  Swift  came  into  the  cofTee-houBe,  and  had  a  how  from  eveiy- 
bo^  but  me.  When  I  came  to  the  ante-ohamher  to  wait  befoie 
prayers.  Dr.  Swift  was  the  principal  man  of  talk  and  hnainess,  and 
acted  as  a  Master  of  Keqnests.  He  was  soliciting  the  Earl  of  Arran 
to  speak  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  to  get  a  chaplain's 
place  established  in  the  garrison  of  Hull  for  a  dergymau  in  that 
neighhoarhood  who  had  been  lately  in  jail,  and  pablished  sermons  to 
pay  fees.  He  was  promising  Mr.  Thorold  to  undertake  with  mv  Lord 
Treasurer  that,  according  to  his  jpetition^  he  should  obtam  a  salarv  of 
800/.  per  annum  as  minister  oi  the  IWlish  Ghnrch  at  Bottercum. 
He  stopped  P.  Ghrynne,  Esq.,  goin^  in  with  the  red  bag  to  the  Qneen. 
and  told  him  aloud  he  had  something  to  say  to  him  from  the  Lord 
Treasurer.  Hetalkedto  thesonof  Dr.Davenant,tobesentabroad« 
and  took  oat  his  pocket-book  and  wrote  down  several  things  as  memo- 
randa for  him  to  do.    He  tnmed  to  the  Are  and  took  out  his  gold 


Then  he  instrocted  a  young  nobleman  that  the  best  poet  in  Jjlngland 
'  Fldntad  CozxeBpondenoe,  Oct  S6, 1718. 
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^nras  Mr.  Pope,  a  Papist,  who  had  begun  a  translation  of  Homer  into 
En^^  Terse,  for  wnich  he  mnst  have  them  all  subscribe ;  *for,'  says 
he, '  the  aathorshaU  not  begin  to  print  tiU  I  hare  a  thousand  sniineas 
for  him.'  Lord  Treasurer,  after  leaving  the  Qoeen,  came  through 
the  room,  bedconing  Dr.  Swift  to  foUow  him.    Both  went  qffiit 

Swifli  introduced  Pope  to  Arbathno^  saying  that  the 
Doctor  was  a  man  who  could  do  eyerjthinff  bat  walk!  He 
waa  himself  a  ^;reat  pedestrian,  whereas  Arbuthnot  was  indo- 
lent and  shufflinff  in  his  |;ait.  The  two  wits  were  about  the 
same  ace,  Arbuthnot  haying  been  bom  in  April,  and  Swift  in 
Noyemoer,  1667.  The  son  of  a  nonjuring  Scottish  clergy- 
man, John  Arbuthnot  carried  with  him  to  &fl;land  high  T017 
principles  and  ample  learning;,  both  dassicaf  and  mathema- 
tical. He  had  studied  medicine,  and,  by  a  lud^  accident, 
liis  skill  recommended  him  to  Court  fayour.  Prince  G^rge 
was  suddenly  taken  ill  at  Epsom;  Arbuthnot  banpened  to 
be  there,  and  beinff  called  in,  effected  a  cure.  Tnis  led  to 
his  being  appointed  one  of  the  physicians  in  ordinary  to  the 
Queen.  Arbuthnot's  firiendship  with  Swift,  Prior,  Pope,  and 
Gay,  is  the  distin^ishing  feature  of  his  life  and  history.  To 
it  we  owe  the  fruits  of  hu  peculiar  wit  and  humour,  and  our 
knowledge  of  his  fine  manly  character — so  humane,  so  just 
and  truthful,  so  sweet-tempered  and  unassuming,  yet  so  impa- 
tient of  yice  and  folly,  and  so  sternly  independent.  Swifb 
said  of  him,  ''  He  has  more  wit  than  we  all  haye,  and  more 
humanity  than  wit."  If  the  world  contained  twelye  Arbuth« 
nets,  Swifb  said  he  would  bum  his  Trayels.  In  some  in- 
stances, howeyer,  Arbuthnot's  wit  was  too  recondite  and 
scholastic  to  produce  equal  effect  with  the  Dean's.  The 
follies  which  he  satirised,  like  the  humours  of  Ben  Jonson, 
were  so  far  remoyed  from  ordinary  life,  that  they  i^peared  to 
be  only  the  creations  of  a  fertile  and  ingenious  brain.  There 
yras  little  that  was  palpable  or  real  in  their  oddities  and 
absorditiee.  In  political  allegory  he  was  happy — ^his  history 
of  John  Bull  and  parts  of  Scribleros  are  still  unsurpassed. 

The  Memoirs  of  Scriblerus,  .'written  in  conjunction  with 
Pope  and  Pamell,  formed  part  of  a  large  design — a  design  to 
ridicule  all  the  false  tastes  in  learning,  under  the  character  of 
a  man  of  some  capacity,  who  had  dipped  into  eyery  art  and 
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science,  but  isjiidicioaBlj  in  all.  Pope  infonned  Spence  that 
this  scheme  was  projected  bj  a  club  of  some  of  the  greatest 
wits  of  the  age,  as  Lord  Oxford,  the  Bishop  of  Boohester 
(AtterbuTf),  Coiigreye,  Arbathnot,  Swift,  and  others.  Gtty 
often  held  the  pen,  and  Addison  liked  the  scheme.  Swi& 
took  from  a  part  of  the  Scribleras  Memoirs  the  first  hint  of 
GnlUTer,  as  there  were  pigmies  in  Schreibler's  Trayels,  and 
also  the  projects  of  Laputa.  The  design  of  the  dub  was 
carried  on  much  further  than  appears  in  print.  It  was 
stopped,  by  the  dispersion  of  its  members,  about  the  year 
1715 ;  but  we  question  if  it  could  oyer  haye  produced  any- 
thinff  else  so  unioue  and  original  as  Gulliyer.  Pope  was 
indebted  to  Arbuthnot  for  many  of  his  quaint  iUustantions 
and  ludicrous  images.  The  Doctor  had  both  more  learning  and 
more  wit  than  the  poet,  and  was  careless  of  his  writings  and 
his  reputation  as  an  author.  In  literature  as  in  medicine,  he 
realised  8wift*s  saying, ''  He  knew  his  art,  but  not  his  trade." 

Another  of  the  BOTblerus  wits  was  Pamell,  whom  Swift 
had  carried  oyer  to  the  Tory  camp.  His  scholarship  and 
genius  promised  much ;  he  was  bom  to  an  estate,  and  had 
ffood  church  preferment ;  he  was  gentle  and  g^erous  in  his 
oiqposition  and  temper,  and  much  beloyed  by  nis  brothers  of 
tbe  dub.  The  money  receiyed  for  his  few  publications  he 
^ye  to  Ghiy.  Though  his  position  as  a  poet  was  neyer  high, 
it  has  been  well  maintained.  The  refined  simplicity  and 
pensiye  tenderness  of  his  yerse  are  still  appreciated.  Early 
disappointment  or  mef  for  the  loss  of  his  young  wife  preyed 
upon  JPamell's  mind ;  he  sunk  into  habits  of  intemperance, 
and  died  in  his  thirfy-ninth  year,  while  his  associates  were 
Btill  rising  in  fiune.  His  death  was  a  loss  to  literature,  and 
peculiarly  a  loss  to  Pope,  who  trusted  much  to  Pamell's 
dassic  knowledge  and  to  his  actiye  friendship. 

The  Bape  of  the  Lock,  in  its  amended  form,  was  finished, 
as  we  haye  seen,  in  December,  1718,  and  it  was  published 
earfy  in  the  following  year,  accompanied  with  engrayings 
after  Du  Ghiemier,  by  Du  Bosc,  which,  in  the  present  state 
of  art,  would  be  hefd  as  no  recommendation  to  the  poem. 
The  additions  made  to  the  work  h^  Pope  constitute  the  most 
striking  and  felicitous  of  all  his  labours.  True  heroic 
creations  must,  of  course,  stand  higher  in  the  scale  of 
poetry  than  mock-heroic,  and  Pope's  celestial  agents  are  in- 
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ferior  to  the  conceptions  of  Shakspeare  or  Spenser.  It  is 
sufficient  tliat  a  "French,  romance  furnished  the  hint  of  his 
machinery.^  Yet  what  a  world  of  beauty,  fan<r^y  wit,  and 
fine  satire  has  his  invention  created !  The  poet  himself  con- 
sidered this  enlargement  of  the  poem,  making  the  machineij 
and  the  part  previously  written  hii  so  wtl  together^  the 
greatest  proof  of  judgment  he  had  ever  displayed.  The  exer- 
cise of  judgment,  however,  was  but  a  small  part  of  the 
triumph  he  achieved.  The  invention  and  employment  of  the 
machmery  were  his  hiehest  effort  in  the  regions  of  poetical 
imagination,  and  the  £i]l  and  delicacy  with  which  he  made 
his  aerial  divinities  work  together  with  his  bellee  and  beaux 
— at  once  illustrating  and  satirising  the  frivolities  of  high 
life — ^were  the  result  of  a  matchless  combination  of  genius 
and  tact.  His  powers  of  description  are  no  less  finely 
brooeht  out  in  the  &iry  scenes  of  this  miniature  epic, 
whether  the  subject  be  the  beauty  of  Belinda  or  the  articles 
of  her  toilette— the  ghding  of  the  painted  barge  on  the 
Thames  amidst  melting  music  and  trembling  sunoeams— or 
the  figures  on  a  pack  of  cards  and  the  detaib  of  a  game  at 
ombre.  The  last  he  copied  from  Yida's  ''  Gkmie  at  Ubess ;" 
and  this  is  not  the  only  honour  which  has  been  paid  to  the 
Latin  original  bv  English  genius  and  in  English  heroic 
verse.  Goldsmith,  as  appears  fi^m  Mr.  Eorster's  interesting 
biography,  translated  Tiaa*s  poem.  The  numerous  parodies 
scattered  through  the  Bape  of  the  Lock  also  aid  the  light 

'  Le  Comte  de  Qabalisi  by  the  AbM  YUkn.  WartonqaoteBfitom  "an 
entertoinliig  writer,**  an  acooimt  of  this  imaginative  but  nnfortiinate  eodeai- 
astic.  "  l^e  AbM  Villan,  who  came  ftom  llioiiloiifle  to  Paria,  to  make  his 
fortone  by  preaching,  is  the  anthor  of  this  dirertiDg  work.  The  five  dia^- 
logoes  of  n^ich  it  consists  sze  the  result  of  those  gay  conversations  fai  which 
the  Abbtf  was  engaged  with  a  small  circle  of  men  of  fine  wit  and  hnmoor 
like  himseUl  When  this  book  first  ^ypeaied,  it  was  nniveEBa%  read  as  in- 
nocent and  amusing.  But,  at  length,  its  consequences  were  perceived,  and 
reckoned  dangerous,  at  a  time  iHien  this  sort  of  curiosities  began  to  gain 
cndit  Our  devout  preacher  was  denied  the  diair,  and  his  bode  fivbidden 
to  be  read.  It  was  not  dear  whisther  the  anthor  intended  to  be  ironical,  or 
^oke  aU  seriously.  The  second  volume,  which  he  promised,  would  have  de- 
cided this  question ;  but  the  unfbrtunate  Abbtf  was  soon  afterwards  assasd- 
nated  by  ruffians  on  the  road  to  Lyons.  The  langjiers  gave  out  that  the 
gnomes  snd  sylphs,  disguised  like  ruffians,  had  shot  him,  as  a  punishment 
m  revealing  the  secrets  of  the  calaba;  a  crime  not  to  be  pardoned  by  those 
Jealous  spirits,  as  YiUan  himself  has  decUzed  fai  his  book." 
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pleaBaatiy  or  the  mock  majesly  and  ladicrons  effect  of  the 
diffinrent  scenes.  If  a  poetical  reader  were  disposed,  amidst 
the  beaotjr  and  fiucination  of  Pope's  epic,  to  interpose  a 
shade  of  censure,  it  would  be  in  noticing  the  employment 
assigned  to  Ariel  in  the  action  of  the  piece.  XTn^uDtedlj 
this  potent  spirit  should,  as  was  remarked  bj  Dennis,  have 
had  a  more  miportant  office  to  discharge— he  should  have 
had^  the  tendance  of  ihe  immortal  lock.  The  name^  itself 
oonittree  up  poetical  ima^  and  associations.  We  think  of 
Shakspeare's  Ariel  treading  the  ooze  of  the  salt  deep,  riding 
on  the  curled  douds,  suckmg  honejr  with  the  bee  nrom  the 
beU  of  the  cowslip,  and  liying  roemly  ''  under  the  blossom 
that  hangs  on  the  boujg^h.^'  We  turn  to  Pope,  and  we  find 
the  pecnSar  duty  of  his  Ariel  is  to  protect  Belinda' s  lap-dog  I 
He  18  the  guard  of  Shock! — **  onlj  the  keeper  of  a  yile  Ice- 
land cur,"  9Aj%  the  unpoetical  John  Dennis  I  No  doubt  this 
is  mock-heroic,  but  the  true  poetical  comes  out  against  it  in 
bold  relief  and  OTorpowers  the  satirical  imitation. 

The  subject  of  the  Sape  of  the  Lock  is  sl^ht  and  triyial, 
Uke  that  of  Boileau's  mock-heroic,  the  Lutnn,  which  com- 
memoistes  a  quarrel  between  two  zealous  churchmen  about 
placing  a  reading-desk.  Pope's  Baron,  Lord  Petre— a  youth 
of  twenty— had,  in  familiar  eallantrr,  cut  off  a  lock  of  the 
hair  of  Jmbella  Permor,  daughter  of  Mr.  Permor  of  Tusmore, 
one  of  the  beauties  of  the  day,  whose  charms  were  also  sunfi^ 
by  PamelL  The  lad^  resented  the  liberty,  and  a  quarrd 
arose  between  the  {amilies.  To  compose  this  unseemly  and 
ridiculous  difference,  Mr.  Caryll  proposed  that  Pope  snould 
write  a  poem  on  the  subject,  fie  complied,  and  sent  his 
production  to  the  lady,  who  was,  he  says,  pleased  with  it, 
and  gaye  about  copies.  The  family,  howeyer,  seems  to  haye 
been  doubtful  of  the  poetical  celebration,  and  ,it  does  not 
^pear  that  Arabella  or  her  husband  eyer  corresponded  with 
Pope.  13ie  &ir  heroine  was,  in  I7I4,  married  to  Prancis 
Perkins,  Bm.,  of  Ufton  Ooturt,  Berkshire,  ''where,"  says 
Miss  Mitford, ''  she  reared  four  goodly  sons,  became  a  widow, 
and  was  finally  buried  in  the  uttle  yillage  church.  There 
her  monument  may  still  be  seen  amongst  many  others  of  her 
husband's  fimuly.'^^    The  last  of  Arabella's  sons  died  with« 

*  BMoOMtkoi  cf  a  literaxy  lift^  y.  yUL  p.  se.    MIm  Uhfind  gim  as 
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out  issae  in  1769,  and  the  estate  nassed  into  another  frmilj. 
The  Pennon  also  are  extinct.  The  List  of  the  name  devised 
Tosmore  with  other  estates  in  trust  for  Maria,  wife  of  Cap- 
tain John  Turner  Bamsaj,  but  the  portrait  of  Arabella  is 
still  presenred  at  Tusmore,  and  on  the  frame  is  inscribed  a 
line  nrom  the  poem  which  has  giyen  an  undying  celebrity  to 
her  name. 

^  We  may  here  notice  that  in  order  to  draw  attention  to 
his  poem,  and  also  to  ridicule  those  critics  who  ''haye  light 
where  better  eyes  are  blind,"  Pope  wrote  a  ^  Key  to  the 
Lock,  or  a  Treatise  preying  beyond  all  contradiction  the 
daneerouB  tendency  of  a  late  poem  entitled  '  The  Rape  of  the 
Lock,*  to  goyemment  and  rel^on.*'  This  ironical  treatise 
was  said  to  be  by  ^  Esdraa  Bameyelt,  Apoth.'*    It  was  not 

Eublished  till  1715.  The  humour  of  the  piece  is  somewhat 
fcboured  though  ingenious.  The  Lock  is  considered  the 
Barrier  Treaty,  and  this  paMaium  granted,  the  latent 
meanings  are  unfolded.  Belinda  is  Queen  Anne ;  the  baron 
who  cuts  off  the  lock,  or  barrier  treaty,  the  Earl  of  Oxford ; 
Clarissa^  Lady  Mashiun;  Thalestris,  the  Duchess  of  Marl- 
borough ;  and  Sir  Plume,  Prince  Eugene.  The  identification 
of  Belinda  with  Queen  Anne  is  shown  by  the  line, 

"  On  her  wUta  breast  a  spaxUing  croas  she  bore,** 

which  alludes,  as  the  learned  Esdras  opines,  to  the  ancient 
name  of  Albion,  from  her  white  cliffs,  and  to  the  cross,  which 
is  the  ensign  of  England ! 

interasting  aoooont  of  nfUm  Court,  the  seat  of  the  PeikfaiseB.  The  house  Is 
an  old  Elizabethan  mansioi^  with  tiQl,  luuriowwhidoiro  axid  door  of  hea^^ 
oak,  stodded  with  prodigious  nails.  "  The  two  lower  floors  offisr  nothing  to 
view  beyond  the  UadL  and  iHbite  maible  pavement,  the  decorated  oeOinga^ 
and  the  carved  oaken  panels  proper  to  a  large  manorial  residenoe  of  ^ 
times  of  the  Todon.  But  on  ascending  the  broad  staircase  to  the  third 
story,  we  find  at  eveiy  step  traces  of  the  shifts  to  wliich  the  unhappy  faito- 
leranoe  of  the  times  sulj^cted  those  wiio  adhered  firmly  to  the  proscribed 
fidtli,  as  during  two  centaries,  and  untU  the  race  was  extinct,  was  the  proud 
distinction  of  the  Ikmlly  of  Perkins.  The  walls  are  evidentiy  pierced 
throu^out  1^  a  concealed  passage,  or  very  probably  passages,  leading,  it  is 
presumed,  to  a  shaft  in  the  ceUsr,  still  visible,  from  whence  another  passage 
led  under  the  terrace  hi  the  garden,  and  through  that  to  the  woods,  where, 
doubtiess,  places  <^  nAige  or  means  of  escape  were  held  ready  for  the 
fbgltivea.'' 
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In  1714,  Pope*B  ''Wife  of  Bath/'  with  two  transIatioDs  from 
the  Odyssey  (the  arriyal  of  TTIysBes  in  Ithaca  and  the  Gkirden 
of  Alcinons),  were  published  in  a  volame  of  Poetical  Miscel- 
lanies, edited  by  Steele.  To  this  miscellany,  Hnghes,  the 
author  of  the  Siege  of  Damascus,  and  a  considerable  con- 
tributor to  the  Tatler  and  Spectator,  sent  sereral  pieces,  but 
ftiding,  before  publication,  that  Pof^e's  Wife  of  Bath  and 
some  other  nieces,  which  were  inconsiBtent  with  his  ideas  of 
decency  ana  decorum,  had  been  admitted,  he  immediately 
withdrew  most  of  his  own,  and  allowed  only  two  small  poems, 
and  those  without  his  name,  to  appear.  Pope  could  then 
hare  afforded  to  throw  his  early  imitation  into  the  fire,  as  it 
was  exceptionable  on  the  score  of  its  indecency,  and  his  repu- 
tation as  a  poet  was  sufficiently  established. 

The  nation  was  at  this  time  a^tated  with  political  strife, 
and  the  Tory  Gh)Teinment,  which  Swift  had  laboured  so 
assiduously  to  establish,  was  tottering  to  its  fall.  It  was 
doomed  by  the  unpopularity  of  its  measures — as  the  arbi- 
trary proceedings  against  the  press,  and  the  Schism  Act, 
directed  against  the  Dissenters — and  it  was  torn  with  intes- 
tme  divisions.  Oxford  was  feeble  and  procrastinating.  His 
colleague  said  of  him  that  he  was  a  man  whom  Nakire  had 
meant  to  make  a  spy,  or  at  most  a  captain  of  miners,  and 
whom  fortune,  in  one  of  her  whimsical  moods,  had  made  a 
generaL  He  was,  however,  the  honester  man  of  the  two. 
BoHngbroke*s  character  was  a  strange  compoimd  of  ambi- 
tion, genius,  and  profligacy.  Marlborough's  sordid  avarice 
in  connexion  with  his  intellect  and  the  grandeur  of  his 
designs  is  not  more  extraordinary  than  Bolingbroke's  elo- 
quence, philosophical  studies,  and  professions  of  firiendship, 
when  contrasted  with  his  habitual  insinceriiy,  his  double 
treacherr,  and  love  of  pleasure.  Swift  tried  in  vain  to  recon- 
cile the  jarring  ministers,  but  finding  the  task  hopeless,  and 
the  Gk>veniment  sinking  daily  in  public  favour,  he  retreated 
to  a  village  in  Berkshire — Tipper  Xetoombe— where  he  lived 
widi  a  clergyman,  to  whom,  ne  says,  he  gave  a  guinea  a  week 
for  his  board,  dininff  between  twelve  and  one,  supping  on 
bread  and  butter  and  a  glass  of  ale,  and  goin^  to  bed  at  ten  I 
Pope,  Arbuthnot,  and  some  of  his  other  finends  found  out 
the  Dean's  retreat,  and  occasionally  wrote  to  him.  Pope 
and  Pamell  paid  him  a  visili.   In  his  retirement.  Swift  wrote 
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his  political  tmot,  ^'Eree  Thoughts  on  the  Freaeiit  State  of 
AfBurs,"  and  was  still  medita^ng  political  actiyity ;  but  a 
great  change  was  at  hand.  The  Queen  died  August  1, 1714. 
The  Whigs  had  prepared  Prince  George  of  Hanover  for  the 
expected  event,  and  G^rge  took  possession  of  the  throne  of 
England  without  a  shadow  of  opposition.  O^  one  man, 
Atterbuiy,  offered  to  proclaim  the  Pretender.  He  proposed 
to  go  to  the  Exchange  in  his  lawn  sleeves,  to  make  the  pro- 
clamationy  but  none  of  his  Jacobite  friends  would  second 
bim.  Bolingbroke  was  bewildered.  ^  What  a  world  is  this/' 
he  said,  ^'and  how  fortune  does  banter  us!'*  The  now 
triumphant  Hanoverians  dirolaced  the  former  ministry; 
Bolinffbroke  and  the  Duke  ot  Ormond  fled  to  Franco,  and 
Oxfora,  Wjndham,  and  Prior  were  committed  to  the 
Tower.  Swift  left  his  Berkshire  retreat  and  returned  to 
Ireland.  **  Ste  keeps  up  his  noble  spirit,"  said  Arbuthnot^ 
'^  and  though  like  a  man  knocked  down,  jou  may  behold  hun 
still  with  a  stem  countenance,  and  aiming  a  blow  at  his 
adversaries."  The  G-ladiator  PugnansI  He  was  now  to 
sififualise  himself  among  curates  and  vicars,  and  to  ooxrect 
all  corruptions  relating  to  the  weight  of  bread  and  butter 
through  the  dominions  of  St.  Patrick's — ^and  he  was  also  to 
write  Ghilliver's  Travels. 

The  new  Whig  ministers  put  forth  proposals  to  Pope. 
The  Earl  of  Halmix  seems  to  have  offered  substantial  pa- 
tronage, but  it  was  declined.  "  I  distrust  neither  your  will 
nor  your  memory  when  it  is  to  do  good,"  replied  the  poet ; 
**  and  if  ever  I  become  troublesome  or  solicitous,  it  must  not 
be  out  of  expectation,  but  out  of  gratitude.  Your  Lordship 
may  either  cause  me  to  live  a4B;reeably  in  the  town  or  con- 
tentedly in  the  country,  which  is  really  all  the  difference 
between  an  easy  fortune  and  a  small  one.  It  is  indeed  a 
high  strain  of  generosity  in  you  to  think  of  making  me  easy 
all  my  life  only  because  I  have  been  so  happy  as  to  divert 
you  some  few  hours;  but  if  I  may  have  leave  to  add,  it  is 
because  you  think  me  no  enemy  to  my  native  country,  there 
will  be  a  better  reason."  He  was  not  too  much  dipped  in 
Toryism.  Halifax,  however,  died  in  less  than  six  months 
after  Pope's  mild  rejection  of  the  offer.  Craggs  next  pro- 
posed a  pension  of  800^.  out  of  the  secret  service  money, 
which  was  under  his  charge,  but  this  also  was  declined.    In 
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coDBe^jiience,  howeyer,  of  the  poet's  belief  in  the  beartineas 
and  ainoeritY  of  Cra^ea'a  frienaahip — a  confidence  apparently 
well  meritea — ^he  aaid  that  if  he  ahould  want  money  he  conld 
CO  to  him  for  1001.  or  eyen  500^.,  if  hia  wanta  ran  ao  high. 
It  doea  not  appear  that  any  application  of  the  kind  was  eyer 
made.  Snch  an  obligation  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  haye 
bonnd  him  to  a  par^  with  whidi  he  had  no  real  aympathy, 
and  he  was  reaolyed  to  atand  aloof  from  all  atronc  party  tiea 
and  fayonra.  Xclsdll,  Ambrose  Philijpa,  and  Bnq^  might 
baak  in  the  ministerial  annahine,  but  it  waa  better  to  be  with 
Swift  and  Bolingbroke  in  the  ahade. 

In  the  beginning  of  1715  waa  pnbliahed  Uhe  Temple  of 
JSIame^  a  Vuum^  after  Chancer,  which  had  been  ymtten  ao 
early  at  1711.  If  not  calculated  to  extend,  it  did  not  leaaen 
tiie  poet'a  reputation. 

Po^  by  tnia  time  waa  deep  in  Homer.  That  the  poet  of 
artificial  me  and  mannera,  tne  polished  and  glittering  yerai- 
fier,  should  at  first  haye  felt  slaraoge  among  the  scenes  and 
characters  of  the  simple  old  heroic  Grecian,  might  haye  been 
predicted.  But  he  had  another  cause  for  anxiety — ^he  was  no 
master  of  Greek.  He  had  snch  '^  terrible  moments"  at  the 
beginning  of  his  task,  that  he  wished  a  hundred  times  that 
somebody  would  hang  him !  It  aat  ao  heayily  on  hia  mind 
that  he  uaed  often  to  dream  of  it,  aa  if  he  were  enniged  in  a 


long  journey,  puzzled  which  way  to  take,  and  fuU  of  feara 
that  ne  ahould  neyer  get  to  the  end  of  it.  These  dreams 
haunted  him  for  years,  but  the  work  went  on.  He  fell  into 
the  meUiod  of  tranalating  thirty  or  forty  yeraea  before  he  got 
out  of  bed,  and  continued  it  during  the  reat  of  the  morning; 
and  in  a  abort  time  the  taak  became  easy,  and  he  did  the  rest 
with  pleasure.  When  his  knowledge  of  the  language  fiedled 
he  had  litCTal  trandationa  at  hand,  and  he  had  the  occaaional 
aaaiatanoe  of  PamelL  ''If  more  help  waa  wanting,"  aays 
Johnaon,  **  he  had  the  poetical  tranalation  of  Eobanua  Hea- 
aiua,  an  unwearied  writer  of  Latin  yeraea ;  he  had  the  French 
Homera  of  Ia  Yalterie  and  Dacier,  and  the  English  of  Ohan- 
man,  Hobbes,  and  Ogilby.  With  Chapman,  whoae  work, 
though  now  totally  neglected,  seems  to  haye  been  popular 
almost  to  the  end  of  the  last  century,  he  had  yery  frequent 
consultations,  and  perhaps  neyer  translated  any  passage  till 
he  had  read  his  yersion,  which,  indeed,  he  has  been  sometimes 
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saspected  of  using  inBtead  of  the  original.'*  Pope  himself 
stated  that  his  usual  method  in  translating  both  the  Iliad  and 
the  Odjssey  was  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  heat,  and  then 
to  correct  each  book,  first  by  the  original  text,  then  by  other 
translationB,  and  lastly  to  give  it  a  reiuUng  for  the  yersincation 
onlj.  These  repeated  corrections  obliterated  nearly  every 
trace  of  the^t^  heat.  The  original  copy  of  the  translation 
descended  to  Bolingbroke,  and  from  him  to  Mallet,  by  whose 
widow  it  was  in  1766  presented  to  the  British  Museum. 
From  these  stray  leaves  ^now  bound  together)  another  cony 
had  been  made  for  the  prmter  by  the  poet's  &iend  and  neigh- 
bour, Mr.  DoncasUe,  oi  Binfield.  The  first  copy  is  interest- 
ing, as  showing  the  author's  repeated  corrections,  and  also  as 
bemg  written  on  the  backs  of  letters  addressed  to  the  poet, 
or  to  '^  Mr.  A.  Pope,  senior,"  and  franked  by  Addison,  Steele, 
and  others.  Occasionally  the  poet  used  his  ordinary  house- 
bills  for  the  purposes  of  uis  translation,  and  also  fragments 
of  paper  on  which  he  had  drawn  architectural  sketches  and 

Slans,  when  he  dreamt  of  embellishing  his  Tusculum  on  the 
'hames  with  porticos  and  pilastera.  Pope's  economy  of 
paper  has  been  happily  alluded  to  by  Swift  in  his  advice  to 
the  Ghrub-street  writera : 

**  G«t  aU  your  Teraes  printed  fidr, 

Then  let  them  weU  be  dried; 
And  CmU  must  hmve  a  special  care 

To  kaye  the  mar{^  wide. 
Send  these  to  paper-sparing  Pope ; 

And  when  he  sets  to  write, 
Ho  letter  with  an  enyelope 

Gould  give  him  more  delight" 

Another  instance  oocura  in  Pope's  correspondence  with 
the  Miss  Blounts: 

''  DsAB  Ladies,— You  have  here  all  the  fruit  Mr.Doncastle's  garden 
affords,  that  I  oonld  find  in  any  de^pe  of  ripeness.  They  were  on 
the  trees  at  eleven  o'clock  this  mommff,  and  I  hope  will  be  with  you 
before  night  Pray  return,  sealed  up,  oy  the  bearor,  every  single  hit 
of  piW|er  that  wraps  them  up;  for  tiiey  are  the  ozdv  copies  of  this 
part  (n  Homer.  If  the  fruit  is  not  so  good  as  I  wish,  let  the  gallantry 
of  this  wrappmg  paper  make  up  for  it. — ^I  am,  yours."  *  (So  signa- 
ture.) 

•  Bosooe,  V.  viiL  p.  40S,  collated  with  the  original.   Pope's  paper-q[Mring 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOTJBNXT  TO  OZFOBD.  118 

Ab  his  work  proceeded,  the  translator  saw  the  advantafi^e 
of  enlaremg  the  design  of  his  notes,  and  of  attendinfi;  to  the 
geoeraphy  of  ancient  Ghreece.  Por  this  purpose  he  nro« 
ceededy  in  the  automn  of  1714,  to  Oxford,  where  eveiy  raci- 
lity  was  afforded  him  for  consulting  books  and  maps.  He 
makes  humorous  allusion  in  his  correspondence  with  JBdward 
Blount  to  the  orders  which  he  issued  to  his  engrayer,  remoT- 
ing  mountains,  altering  the  course  of  riyers,  pl^nng  a  city  on 
one  coast,  and  razms;  another ;  jet,  after  all,  as  appears  from 
Wood's  Essay  on  l^mer,  his  map  presented  some  egrapious 
errors;  as  that  of  discharging  the  Scamander  into  the  ^^;ean 
Sea,  instead  of  the  Hellespont. 

He  thus  glances  at  the  politics  of  the  day :  "  I  could  not 
but  take  a  trip  to  London  on  the  death  of  the  Queen,  moyed 
by  the  common  curiosity  of  mankind,  who  leaye  their  own 
business  to  be  looking  auer  other  men's.  I  thank  Gh)d  that 
as  for  myself  I  am  bdow  all  the  accidents  of  State  chanees 
by  my  circumstances,  and  aboye  them  by  my  philosophy. 
Cfommon  charity  of  man  to  man,  and  uniyersal  good  will  to 
all,  are  the  points  I  haye  most  at  heart;  and  I  am  sure  those 
are  not  to  be  broken  for  the  sake  of  any  goyemors  or  goyem- 
ment.  I  am  willing  to  hope  the  best,  and  what  I  more  wish 
than  my  own  or  any  particular  man's  adyancement  is,  that 
this  turn  may  put  an  end  entirely  to  the  divisions  of  Whig 
and  Tory,  that  the  parties  may  loye  each  other  as  well  as  I 
loye  them  both,  or  at  least  hurt  each  other  as  little  as  I 
would  either ;  and  that  our  own  people  [the  Boman  Catho- 
lics] may  liye  as  quietly  as  we  shall  certamly  let  liieirs ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  want  of  power  itself  in  us  may  not  be  a  surer 
preyention  of  hann,  than  want  of  will  in  them."  The  Jaco- 
bite insurrection  in  the  following  year  affords  a  curious  com- 
mentary on  these  expressions. 

The  first  yolume  of  Homer  was  issued  to  subscribers  in 
Jime,  1715.  It  contained  the  first  four  books  of  the  Biad, 
with  iWace,  Essay,  and  Observations.  Bernard  lintot  was 
the  publisher,  and  his  agreement  with  Pope  is  a  remarkable 

habit  even  led  him  to  be  «lbNy.  He  writes  to  Fortescne,  Master  of  the 
Bolls:  **  Fx9y  send  me  some  paper;  itisalllcangetlr^Toa  men  in 
plaoe." 
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instaaoe  of  enterprise  and  liberaliiy.  He  stipulated  to  give 
200h  a  folnme,  and  all  the  copies  for  subscribers  and  for 
presents  to  the  author's  finends.  Dr.  Johnson  (who  had 
probably  obtained  his  information  from  Lintot's  son)  states 
that  the  number  of  subscribers  was  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
fiye ;  but,  as  some  had  subscribed  for  more  than  one  copy, 
the  copies  for  which  subscriptions  were  giyen  were  six  hun- 
dred and  fiffcy-four,  and  six  hundred  and  sixty  were  printed. 
!For  these  copies  Pope  had  nothing  to  pay,  and  he  receired 
for  the  niad,  when  completed  in  aix  ydumes,  including  the 

Sublisher^s  2001.  a  yolume,  the  sum  of  58201. 4s.  Some  de- 
uction  must  be  made  for  literary  assistance*  Broome  and 
Jortin,  and  a  third  party,  not  named,  were  engaged  in  con- 
Bultinff  Sustains,  and  supplying  information  for  tike  notes. 
PaineU  contributed  the  lifo  of  Homer,  which  Pope  said  cost 
him  more  pains  in  correcting  than  the  writing  of  it  would 
haye  done.  But  as  a  set-off  to  this  deduction,  we  may  ^aoe 
the  larger  sums  ffiyen  by  the  Boyal  Family  (2001,  by  his 
Majesty  and  lOOT.  by  the  Prince)  and  by  the  poet's  noble 
friends,  for"  their  subscriptions ;  and  altogether  Pope  receiyed 
between  60002.  and  60002.  for  his  translation  of  the  Iliad. 
No  sudi  encouraffement  to  literature  had  eyer  before  been 
manifested.  Dryden  made  only  about  12002.  or  18002.  by  his 
"VlrgQ ;  and  his  admirable  Pables  were  furnished  at  the  rate 
of  ten  thousand  yerses  for  two  himdred  and  fifty  ndneaa.  In 
fifteen  years  the  number  of  readers  in  England  had  ereatly 
advanced ;  and  though  Lintot  was  likely  to  be  defrauded  by 
a  Dutch  piracy  of  the  Siad,  he  boldly  issued  a  cheap  duode- 
cimo edition,  of  which  no  fewer  than  seyen  thousand  fiye  hun- 
dred were  printed. 

Contemporaneous  with  the  first  yolume  of  Pope's  Homer, 
in  the  same  week,  appeared  Tickell's  translation  of  the  Pirst 
Book  of  the  lUad.  On  the  10th  of  June,  Lintot  writes  that 
he  had  deliyered  upwards  of  four  hundred  of  the  former  to 


and  juggle  at  Button's  is  the  conyersation  of  those  who  haye 
spare  moments  from  politics."  Pope  himself  said,  that  tiie 
nation  was  not  more  myided  about  W  hig  and  Tory  than  ^  the 
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idle  &II0W8  of  the  feather"  were  about  the  two  trandations. 
We  may  conceire  the  ea^emeBS  with  which  the  ri^  TolomeB 
were  openedy  and  the  brief  majeatic  exordium  Bcamied  in  the 
Ebgliflh  yersiona.    Thus  Pope — 

M  AchilleB*  wrath,  to  Gneoe  the  diz«ftil  spring 
Of -W06B umnmber'd,  heaYenly  goddess  singl 
Thai  wnth  which  hnri^d  to  Pinto's  gloomy  reign 
The  souls  ciwif^ty  chiefli  mitimdy  slain; 
Whose  limbs  nnburied  on  the  naked  shore^ 
Deronring  dogs  and  hnngrj  ynltores  tore; 
Sfaioe  great  Achilles  and  Atrides  strove^ 
Snch  was  the  sorereign  doom,  and  such  the  will  of  Jorel 
Dedaxe^OMnse!  in  what  ffl-fkted  hoar 
Sprang  the  fleroe  strift,  from  what  oflGanded  power. 
Latona*s  son  a  dire  oontagion  spread, 
And  heap*d  the  camp  with  moontdns  of  the  dead  $ 
The  king  of  men  his  reverend  priest  defied, 
And  fbr  the  king's  ofitaioe  the  people  died.** 

And  Tickell— 

*<  AdiilW  fiital  wrath,  whence  discord  rose 
That  brought  the  sons  of  Greece  mmnmbec'd  woes, 
O  goddess  shig  I    FoU  many  a  hero's  j^iost 
Was  driven  nntfanely  to  th*  infiamal  cMst, 
While  in  prondscnoas  heape  their  bodies  lay^ 
A  feast  tor  dogs  and  tvvtj  bird  of  prey* 
So  did  the  sire  of  gods  and  men  ftdfil 
His  steadfiwt  porpose  and  almi^^ty  will. 
What  time  the  haughty  chiefii  th^  Jars  begn% 
Atrides,  king  of  men,  aid  Pelens*  godlike  son. 
What  g9d  in  strife  the  princes  did  engage? 
ApoOo  boming  with  vindictive  rage 
Against  the  soornftil  king^  whose  impioas  pride 
eSs  priest dishonom'd  and  his  power  defied; 
Hence  swift  contagion  by  the  god's  commands 
Swept  thnm^  the  camp  and  thhm'd  the  Grecian  bands.** 

Pope,  aa  mi^ht  haye  been  expected,  ia  more  poliahed,  com- 
met,  and  muaical,  but  Tickell's  numbera  have  something  of 
Diyden's  flow  and  sweep  of  yersification.  The  oonehmon  ot 
the  first  book  is  also  &yourable  for  compariaon;  and  here 
Pope  shows  to  great  adyantage  by  the  side  of  his  riyal: 

"  He  said,  and  to  her  hands  the  goblet  heaved, 
Which,  with  a  smiley  the  white-ann*d  queen  xeoeiveds 
i2 
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Tliai,  tothere8t]i«fln*d;  and  fai  his  tam, 
Each  to  his  lips  applied  the  nectai^d  urn. 
Yvlcan  with  awkward  grace  his  office  plies, 
And  nneiUngiiiah'd  lanc^iter  shakes  this  sUes. 
Thus  the  Uest  gods  ^e  genial  day  prdongi 
In  fbasts  ambrorial,  and  odestial  song; 
Apollo  toned  the  tyre :  the  Muses  round 
T^th  voice  alteniate  aid  the  sQTer  sound. 
Meantime  the  radiant  sun  to  mortal  sight 
Descending  swift,  rolTd  down  the  n^d  U^: 
Then  to  theb  stany  domes  the  gods  depart, 
The  ahhiing  monuments  of  Vulcan's  art : 
Jove  on  his  ccmch  redined  his  awful  head, 
And  Juno  slumbei'd  on  the  golden  bed.** 

Tickell's  yerrion  is  as  follows : 

"  She  smiled,  and  smOing  her  white  arm  display'd 
To  reach  the  bowl  her  awkward  son  convey'd ; 
From  ri^t  to  kft  the  generous  bowl  he  crown*d, 
And  dealt  the  rosy  nectar  fidrly  round. 
Hie  gods  lan^*d  out  unwearied  as  they  qded 
The  busy  sUnker  hop  from  side  to  side. 
Hius  fiBasthig  to  the  ftdl  they  pass*d  away 
In  blissftd  bwiqueti  all  the  livekmg  day; 
Nor  wanted  melody :  with  heavenly  art 
The  Muses  sung;  each  Muse  performed  her  part. 
Alternate  waibBng ;  while  the  golden  lyre 
Touch*d  by  Apdlo,  led  the  vocal  choir. 
The  sun  at  length  declined,  when  eveiy  guest 
Sought  his  bri^t  palace  and  withdrew  to  rest 
Each  had  his  palace  on  th*  Olympian  hOl, 
A  masterpiece  of  yulcan*s  matchless  ddll ; 
Even  he,  the  god  who  heaven*s  great  sceptre  swi^ 
And  frowns  toAd  the  lightning's  dreadftd  blase, 
His  bed  of  state  ascendbig  lay  composed; 
His  eyes  a  sweet  refreshing  shmiber  closed ; 
And  at  his  side,  all  glorious  to  behold, 
Was  Juno,  lodged  hi  her  alcove  of  gold.**  >* 

H  The  reader  wHI  periiapa  agree  with  us  in  thinking  that  this  passage  is 
rendered  with  more  grace  and  beauty  in  Ckmper's  blank  verse  than  in  the 
oou^leto  of  either  Pope  or  Tlokell: 

*'  So  he;  then  Juno  smiled,  goddess  white  ann*d, 
And  smiling  stUl,  from  his  unwonted  hand 
Becdved  tl^  goUet    He  from  ri^t  to  left 
Bich  nectar  from  the  beaker  drawn,  alert 
Distributed  to  all  the  powers  divine. 
Heaven  rang  with  laughter  inextinguishable^ 
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Pope's  friendfl  were  enthnsinstic  in  their  congratnlatioDs. 
On  the  8ih  of  July,  Qnj  writes  that  he  had  juat  set  down  Sir 
Samuel  Garth  at  the  Opera,  and  that  Sir  Samuel  had  stated 
that  everybody  waa  pleased  with  Pope's  transktion,  hut  a 
few  at  Button  s ;  and  that  Sir  Bichard  Steele  told  him,  that 
Mr.  Addison  said  Tickell's  translation  was  the  best  that  ever 
was  in  any  language.  "  I  am  informed,"  adds  Gtaj,  "  that 
at  Button's  your  character  is  made  yery  free  with  as  to 

Peal  after  peal,  aiich  pleasores  all  ooaodred 
At  si^t  of  Ynlcan  in  his  new  emploj. 

So  spent  tfaflj  in  fettiyitj  tlie  day, 
And  aU  were  cheered ;  nor  was  Ap^*f  haip 
Sflent,  nor  did  the  Mnses  ^are  to  add 
BeqKmrive  melody  of  Tocal  sweets. 
But  when  the  snn*s  bri^t  orb  had  now  declined, 
Each  to  his  mansion,  wheresoever  hidlt 
By  the  lame  matchless  architect,  withdrew. 
Jore  also,  kindler  of  the  fires  of  heaven, 
H3s  conch  ascending  as  at  other  times 
When  gentle  deep  approach*d  him,  slept  serene ; 
With  golden-soeptred  Jvno  by  his  side." 

Macphcwotfs  attempt  to  translate  Homer  into  the  Ossianlo  style  and 
diction  is  now  only  remembered  in  conseqnence  of  the  zidiaile  sttached  to  it 
by  Johnson  and  Qddsmith;  yet  it  is  a  reniailEable  UA  that  Bobertson  the 
historian,  in  a  letter  to  Macpherson,  iHiioh  we  have  seen,  terms  it  the  best 
of  aU  the  Knglish  versions  of  Homer,  and  the  one  which  would  be  read  by 
posterity  I  Lord  Byron  asks,  "  Who  can  ever  read  Cowper,  and  who  wiU 
ever  lay  down  Pope,  except  for  the  original?  As  a  child  I  tint  read  Pope's 
Homer,  with  a  raptare  which  no  sobeJegnent  woric  could  ever  aflbid;  and 
childreaarenotthemeanestjndgesof  their  own  language.**  And  the  Earl 
of  Carlisle^  in  Us  Lecture  on  Pope,  rema^:  **  It  is  no  mean  praise  that  it 
is  the  channel  which  has  conveyed  the  knowledge  of  Homer  to  the  general 
Eo£^  pnblia  Thon^  it  is  less  fiur  to  the  purpose  how  I  ftlt  about  this 
as  a  child,  than  how  Lord  Byron  ftlt,  I  too  remember  the  days  (I  fear,  in- 
deed, that  tiie  anecdote  will  savour  of  egotism,  but  I  must  not  mind  the  im- 
ptttiUion  of  egotism  if  it  illustrates  my  author)  when  I  used  to  learn  Pope's 
niad  by  hetft  behind  a  screen,  wliile  I  was  supposed  to  be  engaged  in 
lessons  of  more  direct  usefblnesB.  I  do  not  mention  this  as  a  profitsble  ex- 
ample^ but  in  order  to  show  the  degree  in  which  this  translation  was  cahm- 
lated  to  gain  masteiy  over  the  youthM  mind."  Hundreds  of  parallel  cases 
ndglit  be  adduced ;  yet  Gowper*s  translation  of  the  Odyssey>--eBpeciany  in 
theqnietdomestiosoenes— is  more  interesting  than  that  of  Pope.  Thepomp 
of  verM--the  anhnation  of  rhyme — seems  necessary  to  sustain  the  great 
length  of  the  lUad— and  Pope's  verse  is  matchless— but  this  is  not  required 
ibr  the  Odyssey. 
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moraby  &e.;  and  Mr.  Addison  says  that  your  translation  and 
Tickell'a  are  both  well  done,  but  that  the  latter  has  more  of 
Homer."    Arbuthnot,  PameU,  Swift,  and  Berkeley  poured 
in  their  tributes  of  approbation  to  Pope.    The  town  joined 
in  the  applause,  and  as  Johnson  obsenres,  ^  while  Pope  was 
meditating  defence  or  revenge,  his  adyersary  sunk  before  him 
without  a  Dlow."    Tickell  had  deprecated  all  intention  of  ri- 
Talry  by  prefixing  to  his  volume  a  short  address  to  the  reader, 
in  which  he  stated  that  when  he  began  the  translation  of  the 
first  book,  he  had  some  thouj^ht  of  translating  the  whole 
niad,  **  but  had  the  pleasure  of  being  diverted  m>m  that  de- 
mgn  by  finding  the  work  had  fallen  into  a  much  abler  hand." 
SSs  only  view,  he  said,  in  publishine  that  small  emecimen 
was,  to  Despeak  the  favour  of  the  public  to  a  trandation  of 
the  Odyssey.    Tickell,  as  Pope  afterwards  admowledged,  was 
"a  fair  and  worthy  man."    It  is  to  be  regretted,  however, 
that  he  ventured  his  translation  at  the  precise  time  when 
Pope's  was  ready  for  delivery,  as  the  simultaneous  appear- 
ance of  the  two  works  inevitably  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
rivalry  was  designed,  and  that  Pope's  hopes  of  a  competence 
for  life  were  placed  in  jeopardy.    One  word  &om  Addison 
would  have  made  Tickell  withhold  his  translation,  but  that 
word  was  not  spoken.    He  had  not,  indeed,  urged  a  sub- 
scription for  his  friend's  work,  which,  if  opened  in  time, 
might  have  proved  seriously  injurious  to  Pope ;  but  the  pub- 
lic&on  of  Tickell's  volume,  vrith  the  praises  of  Addison, 
echoed  by  all  the  Whifi;s  at  Button's,  betrayed  indifference 
to  Pope's  interests  and  feelinjgs,  and  might  justiy  inspire  a 
poet  so  sensitive  with  suspicion  and  resentment.    Addison 
had  thrice  before,  as  Pope  conceived,  done  him  disservice. 
He  had  censured  the  ''  stakes  of  ill-nature"  in  his  Essay  on 
Oritidsm;  he  had  indirectly  preferred  Philips's  Paatconls, 
and  he  had  employed  Steele  to  write  a  gratuitous  and  insult- 
ing letter,  oonoemning  the  satire  on  Dennis.    To  these  were 
now  added  his  supposed  connivance  with  Tickell  in  underw 
mining  that  source  m>m  which  all  his  hopes  of  fortune  and 
independence  were  to  be  derived — ^that  bold  yet  toilsome  and 
anxious  undertaking,  which  was  to  crown  him  with  un&ding 
laurels,  or  blight  his  rising  and  envied  reputation. 

Within  one  month  after  the  publication  of  his  first  volume 
Pope's  resentment  burst  forth  against  Addison.  On  the  15th 
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of  July,  aooordiog  to  the  printed  correspondence,  he  wrote  to 
OttifgB  inyeijghi^  against  the  ^'little  senate  of  Cato,"  and 
statmg  that  Tickdl,  the  ''  humblest  skye"  that  Addison  had, 
translated  Homer  to  gratify  the  inordinate  desires  of  one 
man  only,  that  man  "  a  mat  Turk  in  poetrj,  who  can  neyer 
bear  a  brother  on  the  throne,"  and  who  had  a  set  of  mutes, 
nodders,  winkers,  and  whisporers,  whose  business  it  was  to 
strangle  all  other  offisprings  of  wit  in  their  birth !  (Die  sen- 
timents and  imagery  in  uiis  letter  were  embodied  in  that 
&mous  satire,  the  character  of  Atticos,  or  Addison,  immortal 
as  the  English  language,  which  appears  to  haye  been  first 
printed  in  1723,  then  included  bj  Pope  in  the  Miscellanies  of 
1727,  and  finally,  after  undergoing  revision,  engrafted  into 
the  Epistle  to  Axbuthnot,  pulwshMl  in  1785.  We  giye  it  in 
its  first  printed  form : 

« If  Dennis  writes  and  raQs  in  farions  pet, 
HI  answer  Dennis  wlien  I  am  in  debt 
If  meagre  Gildon  draws  his  meaner  quill, 
I  wish  the  man,  a  dinner  and  sit  stilL 
Bat  should  there  One  whose  better  stars  conspire 
To  form  a  baid  and  raise  a  genios  higher, 
Blest  with  each  talent  and  each  art  to  please, 
And  bom  to  live,  oonyerse,  and  write  with  ease ; 
Should  snch  a  one,  reselv'd  to  reign  alone, 
Bear,  like  the  Tuik,  no  brother  near  the  tlmma 
Tiew  him  with  Jealous  yet  with  soomftd  eyes, 
Hate  him  for  arts  that  cans*d  himself  to  rise, 
Damn  with  faint  praise,  assent  with  dril  leer, 
And  wiUiont  sneering  teadi  the  rest  to  sneeCi 
Alike  resenr'd  to  blame  or  to  cosunend, 
A  timoroas  foe  and  a  snspicioas  friend, 
Fearing  ev'n  fools  by  flatterers  berieg'd, 
And  so  obliging  that  he  ne*er  obliged; 
WUBng  to  wovmd,  and  yet  afraid  to  strike, 
Jnst  hH  the  fault  and  hesitate  dislike. 
Who  when  >itwo  wits  on  riral  themes  contest, 
Approves  of  both  but  likes  the  worse  the  best: 
Uke  Caix),  g^ve  his  little  senate  laws, 
And  sits  attentire  to  his  own  applanse; 
While  wits  and  templars  every  sentence  raise : 
And  wonder  with  a  fbolish  fiiioB  of  praise : 
Who  wonld  not  langli,  if  sach  a  man  there  be? 
Who  wonld  not  weep  if  Addison  were  he?**" 
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Atterbmy  bad  seen  these  lines  about  a  tweLyemonth  befisre 
tbeb  poblication.  On  the  26th  of  Februaiy,  1721-2,  the 
bishop  writes  to  Pope,  reooesting  a  complete  copy  of  the 
Terses  on  Mr.  Addis<nL  **  No  small  piece  of  your  wriiong," 
he  saysy^' has  ever  been  sou^t  after  so  much.  It  has  pleased 
every  man,  witiiout  ezceptiouy  to  whom  it  has  been  read. 
Since  you  now,  therefore,  know  where  your  real  strength 
lies,  I  hope  you  wiU  not  suffer  that  talent  to  He  unem- 
ployed." An  advice  not  very  consonant  with  Atterbnr^'s 
chmcter  as  a  divine!  But  the  bishop  was  a  controTersiaUst 
himself^  and  could  make  large  allowance  when  a  Whig  and 
Low  Churchman  was  attackc^L  ^ 

Of  the  quarrel  between  Pope  and  Addison,  our  information 
is  derived  solely  from  the  former.  Until  the  appearance  of 
the  poetical  sature,  the  public  could  not  have  imagmed  that  a 
sing^  shade  of  distrust  or  Jedousy  had  come  Mtween  the 
two  most  popular  authors  of'^  their  age,  whose  latest  mention 
of  each  other,  in  the  lifetime  of  Addison,  had  been  in  the 
language  of  fnendship  and  panegyric.  Por  an  explanation 
of  this  painful  fiict  in  Utenuy  history,  we  naturally  turn  to 
the  correspondence  and  conversation  of  Pope^  the  former 
published  py  himself,  and  the  latter  by  his  faithful  friend, 
Spence.  Warburton  took  part  in  the  discussion,  but  per- 
sonally he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter :  when  Addison  died, 
Warburton  had  not  emerged  from  the  attorney's  office  in 
Newark. 

The  unfortunate  missive  to  Lintot  seems  to  have  made  no 
visible  breach  in  the  intimacy  between  Addison  and  Pope. 
The  former  entered  warmly  into  the  scheme  for  publishing 

JL  CaxU  and  T.  Payne,  17S8.  In  an  adTertisenMni  prefixed  to  the  TohmM^ 
it  bfUtedUut  none  of  the  pieces  were  ever  before  pnUlahed.  In  tliii  col- 
lection the  lines  of  Pope  are  entitled  "Satire  iqMn  Mr.  Addison,  by  Mr. 
Pope,**  and  immediately  following  is  an  ''Answer  to  Mr.  Pope,  by  Mr.  Maik- 
land,  of  St  Peter's  CoOege,  Cambridge.  Presented  to  the  Goontess  of  War- 
wick.'* The  answer  is  wboUj  destitute  either  of  biogrsidiksl  interest  or 
literaiy  merit  Cmil  reprinted  the  satire  in  an  editioa  of  the  Coort  Poems, 
17S5,  and  at  the  end  of  Pope's  Letters  to  Cromwell,  1787.  Warton  and 
Nichols  siq>posed  that  ''Mr.  MarUand**  was  Jeremiah  Maritland,  the  emi- 
nent critic  and  scholar,  whose  productions  were  neither  poetical  nor  amatory, 
bat  in  the  same  year  (1788)  the  same  publisher,  Payne,  adTcrtises  "An 
Ode  on  the  Birth  of  the  Toong  Princess,  by  John  MarUand  of  St  Peter's 
College,  Cambiidgeb*' 
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the  niad  bj  Bubscription,  and  la  'writing  to  this  effect,  No- 
Tember  2ndy  1718,  he  added  a  word  of  advice:  ^' You  gave 
me  leave  once  to  take  the  liberty  of  a  friend,  in  advising  you 
not  to  content  yourself  with  one  half  of  the  nation  for  your 
admirerSy  when  you  might  command  them  alL  If  I  might 
take  the  freedom  to  repeat  it,  I  would  on  this  occasion.  I 
think  you  are  very  hapi>y  that  you  are  out  of  the  fray,  and  I 
hope  all  your  undertakings  will  turn  to  the  better  account 
for  it.  Ytm  iee  haw  Ipruume  an  your  Jri&tuhhw  m  taking 
M  thit  freedom  with  vau;  hui  I  aiready  fancy  that  we  have 
Ueed  many  yea/re  together  tn  an  unreserved  eonversation^  and 
ihat  we  may  da  many  more,  u  the  eineere  wish  of,*^  &c. 
The  latter  part^  here  printed  in  italics,  is  scarcely  consistent 
with  Addison's  usual  reserved  maiiner,  but  he  was  sometimes 
in  his  letters  lavish  of  the  complimentary  coin  then  current 
in  society.  He  was  at  this  time  residing  at  Bilston.  The 
next  letter  in  Pope's  collection  appears  to  be  an  answer  to 
one  from  Addison  not  published,  and  is  without  date.  It 
begins: 

*' Yonr  last  is  the  more  obliging,  as  it  hints  at  some  little  niceties 
in  my  oondnot^  which  your  candour  and  affection  prompts  you  to  re- 
oommaid  to  me.  ...  As  I  hope  and  would  flatter  myself,  that 
you  know  me  uid  my  thoughts  so  entirely  as  never  to  be  mistoken  in 
either,  so  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  that  yon  guessed  so  right  in  regard  to 
the  author  of  the  Guardian  yon  mentionecL  But  I  am  sony  to  find 
it  has  taken  air  that  I  have  some  hand  in  those  papers,  because  I 
write  so  very  few  as  neither  to  deserve  the  credit  of  sudi  a  report 
with  some  people,  nor  the  disrepute  of  it  with  others.  An  honest 
Jacobite  spoke  to  me  the  sense  or  nonsense  of  the  weak  part  of  his 
party  verv  fairly,  that  the  good  people  took  it  ill  of  me  tnat  I  writ 
with  Steele,  though  upon  never  so  indifferent  subjects.  This  I  know 
you  will  langh  at  as  well  as  I  do,  yet  I  doubt  not  but  many  little 
calnmniators  and  persons  of  soar  dispositions  wiU  take  occasion  hence 
to  bespatter  me.  loonfesslsoomnarrowsoolsof  aU  parties  ;ttid  if  I 
renounce  my  reason  in  reUgions  matters.  rU  hardly  do  it  in  any  other. 
•  .  .  Toe  tme  reason  that  Mr.  Steele  laid  down  the  paper  was  a 
qoarrel  between  him  and  Jacob  Tonson.  He  stood  engaged  to  his 
bookseller  in  articles  of  penaltjr  for  all  the  Guardians ;  and  by  desist- 
ing two  days  and  altering  the  title  of  the  paper  to  that  of  the  JhigHsh- 
maiL  was  quit  of  the  obligation;  these  papers  being  prints  by 

This  last  statement  (omitted  by  Pope  in  all  bat  the  early 
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editions)  enables  us  to  ascertain  something  like  tbe  date  of 
his  commnnioation  to  Addison.  !nie  G-oamian  was  disoon- 
tinoed  on  the  1st  of  Oofcober,  and  the  letter  most  have  been 
written  in  that  or  the  following  month.  Now,  as  we  hare 
another  letter  from  Addison,  bearing  the  dftte  of  October  26, 
it  seems  improbable  that  he  shomd  haye  so  soon  written 
again  to  Pope  from  Bilston,  and  that  he  should  only  then 
hare  adverted  to  the  Ghiardian  and  to  Pope's  papers.  It 
may  feuily  be  presumed  that  on  all  matters  relating  to  Steele 
and  his  publications,  his  firiend  Addison  could  not  but  be 
well  informed.  But  whether  ^nuine  or  manu&ctnred,  this 
letter  bears  no  trace  of  suspicion  or  unkind  feding.  The 
nert,  dated  December  1^  is  inan  eztrayagant  strainof  fiutcy 
and  of  compliment : 

*'I  am  oonscioiu  that  I  wnte  with  more  mueserfedness  than  erer 
man  wrote,  or,  peihi^  talked  to  another.  I  trust  joor  good  nature 
with  the  ^ob  nmge  d  my  f dUies,  and  reall j  love  yoa  so  well,  that  I 
would  i^kther  yon  should  pardon  me  than  esteem  me,  since  one  is  an 
act  of  goodness  and  benevolenoe^  the  other  a  kind  of  ccmstrained  de- 
ference. 

**  EreiT  hour  of  my  life  my  mind  is  strangely  divided ;  this  minute^ 
perhaps,  I  am  above  the  stvs,  witii  a  thoosand  systems  round  about 
me,  looking  forward  into  a  vast  abyss,  and  loamg  my  whole  coD^nre- 
hensbn  in  the  bomidless  space  of  creation,  in  dialngnew  with  Whiston 
and  the  astronomers ;  the  next  moment  I  am  below  aU  trifles,  grovel- 
linff  with  T.  in  the  very  centre  of  nonsense.  Now  I  am  recreated 
wiw  the  brisk  salHes  and  turns  of  wit  which  Mr.  Steele,  in  his  live- 
liest and  freest  hmnom^  darts  about  him;  and  now  levelling  my 
applioatbn  to  the  insigniflcant  observations  uid  ^niiks  of  grammar  <u 
G.  ani B.  Good  Goc^  what  an  inconmous  anunal  is  man!  How 
unsettled  in  his  best  nart— his  soul;  and  how  ohangeaUa  and  variable 
in  his  frame  of  body,^  ftc 

It  is  scarce  possible  to  believe  that  Pope,  thai  busy  witb 
his  Homer  at  Binfield,  could  have  written  in  such  a  styles 
or  so  addressed  the  grave  and  dignified  Addison.  He  may 
have  designed  the  letter  as  an  imitation  of  the  Spectator, 
as  he  informed  Spence ;  but  was  it  sent  t  The  next  of  these 
communications  to  Addison,  following  each  other  so  quickly, 
is  dated  about  a  month  afterwards,  January  80, 1718-4,  and 
it  is  no  less  friendly  and  confidential  in  tone:  ''While  I  am 
engaged  in  the  fight' [in  his  translation],  I  find  you  are  con- 
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cemed  how  I  shall  be  paid;"  a  proof  that  Addison  had  ex- 
pressed anziehr  as  to  the  suocess  of  his  subscription.  Bat 
now  comes  a  change  in  the  style  of  interconrse  and  address 
between  the  two  mends.  A  blank  of  half  a  year  intervenes, 
and  Addison  then  forms  the  subject  of  a  letter,  written  by 
Jervas  to  Pone.  The  Queen  had  died,  the  Whigs  were  a^iain 
in  power,  ana  Addison  was  secretary  to  the  Lords  Justices, 
who  discharged  the  duties  of  the  Grown  until  the  arrival  of 
George  I.  mm  Hanoyer.  In  ofBce  he  was  desirous  of  being 
seryiceable  to  Pope.  He  met  Jeryas  on  the  20th  of  August 
1714,  and  they  had  a  conyersation  rehitiye  to  the  poet,  then 
at  Oxford.  Addison  was  afraid  that  Swift  might  haye  carried 
Pope  too  &r  amone  **  the  enemy"  during  the  political  struggle ; 
but  now  he  considered  that  all  was  safe,  and  he  promised  to 
use  his  interest  at  Court  in  his  &your.  Pope  receiyed  the 
information  coldly.  In  replying  to  Jeryas,^  he  spoke  of  his 
regard  for  Addison's  character,  but  said  he  expected  nothing 
but  drility  from  him,  how  mucb  soeyer  he  wished  &t  his 
friendship.  Philip  he  chairged  with ''  scandalous  meanness" 
in  exciting  suspicions  in  the  mind  of  Addison  against  him ; 
and  with  respect  to  Swift,  the  ensagements  he  hiMl  with  him 
were  only  such  as  were  due  to  mm  for  the  actual  serrices 
rendered  by  the  Dean  in  connexion  witb  the  subscription  for 
Homer.  To  Addison  himself  Pope  wrote  on  the  10th  of 
October.  He  expresses  a  hope  that ''  some  late  maleyolences 
had  lost  their  eirect,"  and  states  that  he  was  only  to  set  from 
ihe  Whigs  as  much  as  he  got  from  the  Tories — ^that  was 
ehilkf^  ''being  neither  so  proud  as  to  be  insensible  of  any 
good  o£Bce,  nor  so  humble  as  not  to  dare  heartily  to  despise 
any  man  who  does  me  an  injustice."  He  could  neyer  be- 
lieye,  he  said,  that  the  author  of  Gate  could  speak  one  thing 
and  think  another ;  and,  as  a  proof  that  he  accounted  him 
smcerei  he  begged  that  he  would  look  oyer  the  first  two 

u  August  S7, 1711.  But  here  oocon  one  of  tiioae  ditorapancies,  or  Uan- 
dfln  as  to  dattt,  wblch  perplex  aU  InqiiiriflB  relative  to  Pope's  oorrespond- 
enoe.  He  writes  to  Jervas :"  I  am  Jiist  arrived  >osi  Otf^^rd**  To  Ed- 
ward Blount,  on  the  same  day,  he  writes:  **The  neoessl^  of  consulting  a 
number  of  books  has  carried  me  to  Oa^brd;  bat  I  ftai^  throng  my  Lord 
Haroonrf  s  and  Dr.  €3aiide*s  means,  I  shall  be  more  conversant  with  the 
pleasores  and  company  of  the  place,  than  with  the  books  and  msnnscr^ 
of  it" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


124  LIFE  07  POPE. 

books  of  his  translation  of  Homer,  which  were  then  in  Lord 
Halifax's  hands ;  and  also  that  he  would  point  out  the 
"  strokes  of  ill-nature  "  in  the  Essay  on  Criticism,  to  which 
Addison  had  alluded  in  his  critique  in  the  Spectator.  The 
Essay  was  going  to  be  reprinted,  and  Pope  said  the  passap;e8 
objected  to  womd,  when  pointed  out  to  mm,  be  treated  with- 
out mercy.  To  this  letter  no  answer  appears  in  the  printed 
correspondence ;  a  verbal  communication  on  the  subject  was 
made  oy  Addison.    This  Pope  reported  to  Spence : 

"There  had  been  a  coldness  between  Mr.  Addison  and  me  for  some 
time,  and  we  had  not  been  in  company  together  for  a  good  while  any- 
where but  at  Button's  ooffee-hous^  where  I  used  to  see  him  almost 
every  day.  On  his  meetiBg  me  there  one  day  in  particular,  he  took 
me  aside,  and  said  he  s^nla  be  slad  to  dine  with  me  at  such  a  tsTem, 
if  I  would  stay  tOl  those  pe^e  rBudgeH  and  PhilQ»)  were  gone. 
We  went  accordingly,  and  afCer  dinner  Mr.  Addison  said  thai  he 
had  wanted'  for  some  time  to  talk  with  me;^  that  his  friend  TickeU 
had  foimerly,  whilst  at  Oxford^  translated  the  first  book  of  the  Ihad; 
that  he  now  designed  to  print  it,  and  had  desired  him  to  look  it  over ; 
he  must,  therefore,  beg  uiat  I  woold  not  desire  him  to  look  over  my 
first  book,  because,  if  he  did,  it  would  have  the  air  of  double  dealing. 
I  assured  him  that  I  did  not  at  aU  take  it  ill  of  Mr.  TickeU  that  he 
was  going  to  publish  his  translation :  that  he  certainly  had  as  much 
right  to  translMe  any  author  as  myself :  and  that  publishinff  both  was 
entering  on  a  fair  staee.  I  then  adde4  that  I  would  not  desire  him 
to  look  over  my  first  nook  of  the  Biad^  because  he  had  looked  over 
Mr.  Tidcell's,  but  could  wish  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  observations 
on  my  second,  which  I  had  then  finished,  and  which  Mr.  TickeU  had 
not  touched  upon.  Aocordingly,  I  sent  him  the  second  book  the 
next  morning,  and  in  a  few  diays  he  returned  it  with  hi^^  com- 
mendation.'* 

And  in  the  following  year  (April  7, 1715)  Gay  vmtes  to 
Congreye  that  Pope  had  ^ne  to  Jervas's,  where  Addison 
was  sitting  for  his  portrait ;  and  Pope  states  that  he  at  the 
same  period  addressed  to  Addison  his  epistle  on  the  Dialogues 
on  Medals,  in  which  he  compliments  his  great  contemporary 
in  his  usual  unrivalled  strain  of  elegant  panegyric.  Whatever 
was  the  origin  or  the  precise  extent  of  the  ^'  coldness,"  it  was 
not  suffered  to  appear  in  print. 

The  conduct  of  Addison,  as  regards  the  rival  translations, 
was  candid  and  open.    But  though  he  declined  to  read  the 
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maxmacript  of  Pope's  first  book,  he  seems  to  hare  had  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  it  read.  Lord  Halifax  desired  to  hare 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  first  two  or  three  books  read  at 
his  nouse.  Pope  comdded;  and  Addison,  GoD^;reye,  and 
Garth  were  present.  The  noble  lord  hinted  objections  to 
certain  passages,  and  Pope  was  perplexed  how  to  act  upon 
such  loose  and  general  ODservations.  Ghurth  laughed  at  his 
embarrassment.  '^ Leave  them  just  as  they  are,"  he  said; 
"  call  on  Lord  Hali&x  two  or  thiee  months  hence,  thank  him 
for  his  amendments,  and  then  read  the  passages,  as  if  70a 
had  altered  them."  Pope  made  the  experiment  with  com- 
plete success.  "  Aj,  now,  Mr.  Pope,  they  are  perfectly  right ! 
nothing  can  be  better."  Halifax  must,  indeed,  have  Seen 
only  a  ''pretender  to  taste,"  as  Pope  said,  if  this  anecdote 
be  true ;  but  it  seems  like  an  after-dinner  story,  which  Spence 
may  have  misunderstood.^^ 

In  the  satire  on  Addison,  which  we  haye  quoted,  are  two 
lines  afterwards  omitted: 

**  Who,  if  two  wits  on  riral  themes  contest, 
Appiores  of  each,  bnt  Ukes  the  wont  the  host** 

Li  the  Miscellanies  this  couplet  was  retuned,  and  we  must 
therefore  sui>pose  that,  up  to  1727,  Pope  belieyed,  whatever 
casual  suspicions  he  might  throw  out  to  the  contrary,  that 
Tickell  was  really  the  author  of  the  translation  that  bore  his 
name.  How  he  came  afterwards  to  adopt  the  opinion  that 
the  translation  was  Addison's,  is  imperfectly  explamed  in  the 
poet's  conversations  with  Spence.  JDr.  Young  had  expressed 
nis  surprise  that  Tickell  could  have  made  a  translation  of  the 
first  book  of  the  Hiad  at  Oxford  (where,  according  to  Pope, 
Addison  said  it  was  executed)  without  his  being  aware  of  the 
fact,  as  they  used  to  communicate  to  each  other  whatever 

**  Spence,  p.  184.  In  the  original  letter  to  KtlifaT,  thsniring  him  for  his 
p^ronage^  Pope  said:  ^I  b^  70a  will  not  foiget  Homer  if  yon  can  spare  an 
lumr  to  attend  to  Us  cause.  /  have  km  wUk  you  in  thai  hopeJ*  Pope 
omitted  this  passage  in  pnblisUng  the  letter.  It  is  dated  December  8, 1714. 
(Original  in  British  Mnseom,  and  Cmmlngham's  edition  of  Johnson's  Lives.) 
In  the  prefKO  to  the  Hiad,  Pope  said:  **The  Bail  of  Halifkx  was  one  of  the 
flrst  to  fitTOor  me;  of  whom  it  is  hard  to  say  wliether  the  advancement  of 
the  polite  arts  is  more  owing  to  his  generoritj  or  his  example."  The  words 
of  Boch  oompHmentaiy  addreseea  to  the  great  most  not  be  mAi^aed  too 
nicely. 
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Tones  ther  wrote,  even  to  the  least  triflesi  and  Tickell  could 
not  have  been  busied  in  so  long  a  work  there,  without  his 
knowing  somethinjg  of  the  matter.  Steele  sLbo,  after  he 
guarrelled  with  Tickell,  expressed  his  belief  that  Addison 
was  the  translator;  and  this  surprise  of  Young,  and  the 
statement  bj  Steele,  made  it  higwr  probable  to  Pope  that 
iiiere  was  Bome  underhand  deaUiuf.  Spence  adds,  that'' when 
the  subject  was  introduced  in  oonyersation  between  Mr. 
Tickell  and  Mr.  Pope  bj  a  third  person,  Tickell  did  not 
deny  it,  which,  considering  his  honour,  and  seal  for  his  de- 
parted friend,  was  the  same  as  owning  it."  Spence  was  in- 
capable of  wilful  misrepresentaticm,  but  he  must  be  wrong 
in  his  conclusion.  Tickell,  knowin|g^  Pope's  feelings  on  the 
subject,  and  the  excessiye  irritability  of  his  temper  on  all 
questions  affidoting  his  literary  character,  may  haye  evaded 
tne  Question  or  remained  silent ;  but  it  is  impossible  that  he 
could  oyer  have  assented  te  a  statement  so  personally  de- 
grading and  so  dishonourable,  both  to  himself  aud  to  Addi- 
son. The  papers  of  the  Tickall  fiunily,  still  existing,  proye 
that  the  yersion  of  the  first  Iliad  was  Tickell's  own,  ana  was 
so  considered  by  his  friends  at  the  time;  and  that  he  had 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  a  bookseller  for  the  trans- 
lation  of  the  whole  poem,  in  anticimttion  of  which  he  had 
prepared  remarks  on  the  poetry  of  Sbmer,  to  be  prefixed  as 
a  preface  to  the  work.^  The  splendid  success  of  Pone  de- 
trared  him  firom  prosecuting  either  the  Iliad  or  the  Oayssey. 
Spence  records  the  foUowiog  statement  made  by  Pope  re- 
garding the  misonderstanding  with  Addison : 

"Philips  seems  to  have  been  enoouraged  to  abuse  me  in  coffee- 
honses  and  oonyenations :  Gildon  wrote  a  thing  ibont  Wycherlej, 
in  which  he  had  abased  both  me  and  my  relations  yeiy  groadj.  Lord 
Warwidc  himself  told  me  one  day,  that  it  was  in  vain  for  me  to 
endeayomr  to  be  well  with  Mx,  Addison;  that  his  jealons  temper 
wonld  never  admit  of  a  settled  friendship  between  ns;  andtooonvinoe 
me  of  what  he  had  said,  assured  me  that  Addison  had  enoonraged 
Gildon  to  pnbhah  those  scandals,  and  had  given  him  ten  goineas  after 
they  were  published.  Hie  next  day,  while  I  was  heated  with  what  I 
had  heard,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mx.  Addison,  to  let  him  know  that  I 

»  MemoSn  of  AddiioD,  by  Lacj  Afldn. 
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WB8  not  VDAoqiiainted  mUk  this  bekavionr  of  his,  that  if  I  was  to 
spMk  seferdhr  of  liiin  in  return  for  it,  it  should  not  be  in  such  a  dirty 
way:  that  I  uioold  rather  tell  him  fuily  of  his  fiaiilfai,  and  allow  his 
gooa  qnsHtieB;  and  that  it  ahonld  be  something  in  the  following 
manner.  I  then  subioked  the  first  sketch  of  what  has  sinoe  been 
oaUed  my  satire  on  Aodison.  He  nsed  me  rerj  civilljeyer  after:  and 
never  did  me  any  injnsfcioe  that  I  biow  of  from  that  time  to  his  cbath» 
which  was  aboot  three  years  after.*'^ 

A  different  aoconnt  of  the  origin  of  the  satire  is  given  hj 
Ayre,  in  bis  Memoir  of  Pope.  Ayre  relates,  with  oironm- 
stantial  detail,  the  partionlars  of  a  conference  which  he  says 
took  place  some  yean  after  1714,  between  Addison  and 
Pope,  at  the  instance  of  Sir  Bichard  Steele,  at  which  Gthj 
also  was  present.  As  all  the  biognmhers  of  the  poet  place 
ccmfidence  in  this  description,  we  shall  qnote  it: 

^  Sir  Bkhard  Stede  begged  him  (Addison)  to  perform  his  promise 
in  making  np  the  breach  with  Mr.  Pope,  and  Mr.  Pope  desued  the 
same,  as  well  as  to  be  made  sensible  how  he  had  offended;  said  He 
inmMum  qfHom&r,  if  thai  wot  ike  great  crime^  wu  ai  the  requeti  and 
dmoii  e(miilmdqf  Sir  Biehatd  Sieek  ;  and  entreated  Mr.  Addison  to 
speak  eandidlj  and  friendly,  though  it  might  be  with  ever  so  much 

^  Spenoe,  p.  149.  Wycherifly  died  in  December,  1715,  and  Oildon*8  lifb 
of  hfan  woidd  be  published  immediately  afterwaids,  while  the  death  of  the 
oondc  dnmatiet  was  recent  In  snpport  of  the  ohazge  against  Gfldon,  Pope 
attend  the  ^thet  **  meaner  qaSr  to  <*iwia/qidll,*'  bat  this  alteration  was 
not  made  tiO  mai^  yean  after  Addiacn't  death,  and  Gildon  also  was  dead 
befine  it  appealed.  Pope  dtes  the  aothoi%  of  Lord  Bnilfaigtoo,  and  Spenoe 
that  of  Lai^Maiy  Wortley  Mbotagn  and  Dr.  Tmpp,  in  proof  of  hia  aieer- 
tion  that  the  satire  was  written  hi  Addison*!  lifetime.  Lady  Mary,  however, 
hi  one  of  her  letten  to  the  Coanten  of  Bate  ^Joly  20, 1766)  mentions  her 
disgost  at  seebgAdibon  **  lampooned  t^ter  ku  diMtft,  by  the  same  man  who 
paid  servile  court  to  him  while  he  lived.**  Pope's  positive  assertion  and  his 
iqypeal  to  Lord  Buiington  ooifat  to  ontweic^  this  testimony.  It  is  never- 
thdess  singalar  that  we  shmild  not  hear  of  the  verses  written  in  1716 
belbre  178S— that  neither  Pope  nor  Addison  should  have  shown  them— and 
that  they  ahoald  hare  remained  so  long  in  the  poet*s  hands  without  nnder- 
goJbsg  the  revision  sfterwazds  bestowed  upon  them.  As  first  published,  they 
have  the  i^pearance,  not  of  lines  written  against  Addison  in  the  heat  of  re- 
sentment, after  a  recent  i^Jnryi  hut  of  what  they  were  entitled  in  the  Mis- 
cellanies^ a  fragment  of  a  satire.  Of  all  that  Pope  sajs  he  wrote  and  ad- 
dressed to  Addison,  only  one  letter  (which  Pope  did  not  publish,  om^  p.  66) 
seems  to  haye  been  found  among  Addison's  pspers  as  preserved  by  TidEcIL 
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sereritj,  rather  than  by  keepniff  up  any  fonnB  of  oompliisanoe  to  cor- 
rect anj  of  his  fudts.  This  Mr.  Pope  spoke  in  suioh  a  manner  as 
plainfy  showed  he  thought  Mr.  Addison  the  ageresaor,  and  expected 
nim  to  condescend  and  own  himself  the  caused  the  breach  between 
them.  But  he  was  deceiYcd ;  for  Mr.  Addison,  without  i^pearing  to 
be  in  anger,  thonsh  quite  overcome  with  it  began  a  formal  speecL 
said  that  ne  had  always  wished  him  well,  ana  often  had  endeayonred 
to  be  his  friend,  and  as  such  adTised  him,  if  his  nature  was  capable  of 
i1^  to  diyest  hiioself  of  part  of  his  yanity,  ^iduch  was  too  great  for  his 
merit;  said  that  he  haa  not  arrived  yet  to  that  pitch  of  eicellenoe  he 
mi^t  imagine,  or  think  his  most  pariaalreaden  imagined;  said^^un 
be  and  Sir  Bichard  Steele  corrected  his  Terses  thej  had  a  different 
air ;  he  reminded  Mr.  Pope  of  the  amendments  of  a  line  in  the  ^oem 
called  Messiah,  by  dk  Eichard  Steele.  [See  note  to  Uie  Messiah.] 
He  proceeded  to  lay  before  him  all  the  mistakes  and  inaccuradea 
hinted  at  1^  the  crowd  of  scribblen  and  writers,  some  good,  some 
bad,  who  had  attacked  Mr.  Pope,  and  added  many  things  wmch  he 
himself  objected  to ;  speaking  of  Mt.  Pope's  Homer,  he  said  to  be 
sure  he  was  not  to  Uame  to  get  so  lam  a  sum  of  nKmey,  but  it  was 
an  ill-executed  things  and  not  equal  toTickell's,  who  had  aJl  the  spirit 
of  Homer.  This  afterwards  appeared  to  be  wrote  by  Mr.  Addison, 
thou^  Tiokell's  name  was  made  use  of.  l£t,  Addison  concluded, 
still  m  a  low  hollow  Toioe  of  feigned  temper,  that  he  was  not  soli- 
citous about  his  own  fame  as  a  poet,  but  of  truth;  that  he  had 
qpitted  the  Muses  to  enter  into  the  business  of  the  puUic ;  and  all 
that  he  spoke  was  through  friendship  and  a  desire  that  Mr.  Pope,  as 
he  would  do  if  he  was  much  humbler,  might  look  better  to  the  world. 
Mr.  Gay  spoke  a  few  words  in  answer  before  Mr.  Pope,  but  his  expec- 
tations from  the  Court  made  him  very  cautious.  It  was  not  so  wifli 
our  poet :  he  told  Mr.  Addison  he  appealed  from  his  judgment,  did 
not  esteem  him  able  to  correct  him,  and  that  he  had  long  mown  him 
too  wdl  to  expect  any  firiendshi^ ;  upbraided  him  with  oeing  a  pen- 
sioner from  his  youth,  sacrificing  thevery  learning  that  was  purchased 
with  the  public  mxmej  to  a  mean  thirst  of  power;  that  he  was  sent 
abroad  to  encourage  literature,  and  had  ahrays  endeaYOured  to  cuff 
down  new-fledged  merit.  At  last  the  contest  jg;rew  so  warm,  that  they 
parted  without  any  ceremony,  and  Mr.  Pope  immediately  wrote  those 
yerses  which  are  not  thought  by  all  to  be  a  yery  Oalse  character  of  Mr. 
Addison.'* 

We  baye  no  hesitation  in  setting  this  down  as  an  ^LnaRi- 
nary  Dialogue,"  though  one  not  qnite  in  the  style  of  Mr. 
Walter  Sayage  Landor.  Ayre's  work  contains  seyeral  of 
a  kindred  description,  in  wmch  the  biompher  componnds 
scenes  and  characters  out  of  fragments  of  Pope's  poetry  and 
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correspondencey^^  sometimes  hitting  upon  a  sort  of  blundering 
lilranessy  but  generally  running  into  the  most  puerile  extra* 
raganoe  and  aosurditj.  Every  circumstance  in  the  narrative 
we  have  quoted  is  at  variance  either  with  fact  or  with  proba- 
bility. The  whole  is,  in  the  first  place,  contrary  to  Pope's 
own  statement  of  the  circumstances ;  secondly,  it  is  untrue 
that  Pope  undertook  his  translation  at  the  request  or  com- 
mand of  Sir  Bichard  Steele,  and  he  never  could  have  made 
such  a  declaration ;  thirdly,  the  style  and  language  of  Addi- 
son's ''  formal  speech"  is  ridiculously  opposed  to  his  well- 
biown  character  and  habits ;  and  lastly,  at  the  time  of  the 

"  Some  of  these  axe  yery  Indicroiis  and  absurd.  In  one  letter,  Ibr  ex- 
anq^  Pope  rallies  his  Mr  oorrespondenti  Teresa  Blount,  on  her  deligfat  in 
war,  tiie  insurection  of  1716  having  then  exdted  aU  classes.  He  teUs  her, 
in  ralUeEy,  that  she  may  soon  see  gallant  armies,  encampments,  standards 
ws?faigover  her  brother's  oom-flelds,  and  the  windings  of  the  Thames  about 
Hapledndiam  stained  with  the  blood  of  men.  Ayre  takes  this  literally,  and 
believing  it  to  be  addressed  to  Martka,  not  Teresa  Blount  (of  whose  exist- 
eooe  he  was  apparently  not  aware),  he  says,  **  Mn.  Blount  had  always  a  yery 
gallant  qiirit ;  she  would  often  wish  to  see  such  sights  as  armies,  encamp- 
mentB,apd  standards  waving  over  her  brother's  grounds  and  fields,  and  would 
talk  of  battles  and  UoodAed  as  fiuniliar  as  if  she  was  noways  afraid  of 
them,  which  some  other  ladies  used  to  call  barbarity,  and  wonder  how  she 
could  talk  or  even  think  of  sud&  cruel  tl^ngs  without  tears  and  aching  heart 
'  Oh,'  she  would  make  answer,  '  it  would  be  a  glorious  sight ;  so  many 
fine  offioen^  fine  gentlemen,  fine  soldiers,  fine  colours,  fine  horses,  'twould 
be  a  prodigious  pleasure  to  see !'"  Pope  also  eulogises  the  conduct  of  the 
Bail  of  Ozfbfd,  saying  he  mi^t  seem  above  man,  if  he  had  not  just  now 
voided  a  stone  to  prove  him  suttfect  to  human  infirmities.  **The  utmost 
wei^  ci  affliction  firom  ministerial  power  and  popular  hatred  were  almost 
imSh  bearing  for  the  glory  of  such  a  dauntless  conduct  as  he  has  shown 
under  it"  Ayre  again  transfers  this  firom  the  poet  to  Hartha  Blount 
**  She  was  particularly  concerned  at  the  fUl  of  the  late  Earl  of  Oxford,  for 
irbam  she  had  the  greatest  respect  and  veneration  imaginable,  and  suflfered 
veiy  nroch  with  him,  when  he  had  the  great  wdgfat  of  affliction  to  bear, 
both  fhmi  princely  power  and  popular  hatred ;  nothing  comforted  her  but 
the  danntiess  conduct  he  showed  under  it,  though  he  then  laboured  with  the 
rackhig  paina  of  the  stone,  one  of  which,  a  very  eontidenMe  one,  he  at  that 
time  voided."  In  the  same  manner  Ayre  pretties  about  Pope's  **  Unfortu- 
nate Lady,"  as  if  he  knew  the  whole  of  the  mysterious  story,  and  adds  to  it 
his  usual  garnishing  of  small  foots  invented  for  the  occasion.  Several  other 
cases  might  be  dted,  in  iridoh  Pope's  letters  and  notes  to  his  poems  have 
undergone  the  same  curious  tran^Rnmation.  The  foble  of  Addison's  oon- 
ftreoce  with  Pope  is  ddefiy  manufoctoied  oat  of  the  letters  of  Pope  and 
Jervaa^  August,  1714. 
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supposed  interview,  Steele  and  Addison  were  estranged  from 
each  other,  and  had  ceased  to  meet  as  friends.  '*  I  ad:  no 
&YoarB  of  Mr.  Secretary  Addison,"  writes  Steele  proudly  to 
his  wife  in  1717 ;  and  certainly  he  would  not  officiously  haye 
intruded  on  him  to  request  him  to  meet  Pope,  in  order  that 
he  might  be  ''  cuffed  down"  in  the  mock-heroic  manner  de- 
scribed by  Ajre.  Dismissing  the  biographical  figment  ^which 
is  only  worthy  of  notice  beoiuse  Jonnson  has  grafted  it  into 
his  masterly  memoir  of  the  poet,  and  Mr.  !Efoscoe  has  at- 
tached importance  to  it),  there  still  remains  the  statement  of 
Spence. 

**  Philips  seems  to  haye  been  encouraged  to  abuse  me  in 
coffee-houses  and  conyersation,"  says  Pope.  By  whom  was 
he  encouraged  P  Not  by  AddSson,  for  rope  had  previously 
said  that  Philips  set  Addison  against  him,  and  it  was  not 
likely  that  the  patron  and  the  proiiai  had  changed  places  in 
the  conspiracy.  In  truth,  Phuips  nad  a  yery  gooa  case  of 
his  own.  Pope  had  heaped  the  most  proyokmg  ridicule  on 
his  Pastorals,  and  had  incited  Ghiy  to  do  the  same,  besides 
evincing  towards  him  the  most  mazked  contempt.  But  it  is 
added:  ''Gildon  wrote  a  thing  about  Wycherlej  [in  the 
notes  to  the  Dundad  termed  a  Life  of  WycherWj  in  which 
he  abused  both  me  and  myielations  very  grossly,"  and  Lord 
Warvdck  ^*  assured  me  that  Addison  encouraged  Gildon  to 
publish  those  scandals,  and  had  given  him  ten  raineas  after 
they  were  published."  No  cony  of  this  pampUei^  nor  any 
reference  to  it  in  any  of  the  publications  of  the  day,  can  hie 
found.^  It  is  hiffhly  improbable  that  Addison  knew  Qildon, 
who  was  a  wretched  hade-scribbler;  but  that  he  should  not 
onl;^  know  him,  but 'should  bribe  him  to  publish  scandals 
anonst  Pope  and  his  relations,  and,  after  hayinfl"  perpetrated 
tms  dime,  should  entrust  the  secret  to  a  disscuute^  unprin- 

>*  It  is  certain,  howeyer,  thai  GfldoE  piibUshed  some  irotk  or  observatioiis 
onW7cliflde7l>€A»reAiiga8tll,1721.  Iii«lettflr  ofthatdatotoDcDiiishe 
8*78,  "I  am  Sony  I  haye  not  pleased  you  ia  irliat  I  haye  said  of  Mr. 
Wjcheilef,  because  I  am  sensible  that  by  not  plearing  yon,  I  am  so  fiur  in 
the  witmff.**— Z>0mMi'«  Bmarki  cm  Os  Dmeiad^  1729.  Li  1718  Cnzil  pob- 
lished  ft  ttiort  memoir  of  Wjcheiley,  bylC^or  Pack,  to  which  Dennis  made 
an  interasting  supplement  hi  ft  letter  to  Pack,  dated  Whitehall,  Septem- 
ber 1, 1720;  bat  in  neither  qf  these  is  there  any  allnsion  to  Pope^ 
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dpled  youth  of  eighteen — all  this  is  so  foreign  to  Addison's 
eharacter,  and  evinces  such  extreme  malice  and  folly,  that 
the  tale  is  utterly  incredible.  The  resentment  of  Pope, 
brooded  over  for  years,  had  conjured  up  phantoms  as  visionary 
as  those  in  his  own  Cave  of  Spleen ;  or,  what  is  as  probable, 
the  youn^  Earl  of  Warwick,  hating  Addison  for  his  approach- 
ing  mamage  with  his  mother,  the  Countess,  and  eager,  in 
his  senseless  rage,  to  blacken  the  character  of  one  who  threw 
a  lustre  on  his  family,  had  condescended  to  the  office  of  a 
spy,  and  become  the  retailer  of  false  and  malignant  &bles. 
m  all  our  literature,  as  Pope  himself  afterwards  wrote,  '^  no 
whiter  page  than  Axldison  remains ;"  and  the  object  of  his 
writings  was  to  **  set  the  passions  on  the  side  of  truth."  We 
must  not,  therefore,  suffer  his  moral  puri^  to  be  stained  by 
an  imputation  so  foul  and  improbable.  If  in  the  course  of 
his  criticism,  while  intent  on  serving  his  firiends,  Phflips  and 
Tickdl,  he  evinced  coldness  and  neglect  with  regard  to  the 
Bnpenar  daima  of  Pope,  he  took  an  early  opportunity  of 
making  reparation.  Pope's  satire  on  Addison  must,  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  in  Bpence,  have  been  written  and  sent 
to  him  earlf  in  1716,  and  Addison's  only  repl^  was  contained 
in  a  paper  in  the  ^Freeholder  of  May  7,  praising  the  trans- 
lation of  Homer:  ''When  I  consider  myself  as  a  British 
freeholder/'  he  said,  ''  I  am  in  a  particular  manner  pleased 
with  the  labours  of  those  who  have  improved  our  language 
with  the  translation  of  old  Latin  and  Greek  authors,  and  by 
that  means  let  us  into  the  knowledc^e  of  what  passed  in  the 
famous  Ckvemments  of  Greece  and  Bome.  We  have  already 
most  of  their  historians  in  our  own  tongue,  and  what  is  stiU 
more  for  the  honour  of  our  language,  it  has  been  taught  to 
express  with  elegance  the  greatest  of  their  poets  in  each 
nation.  The  iUitorate  among  our  countrymen  may  learn  to 
judge  fiom  Srvden's  Yirgil  of  the  most  perfect  ^ic  per- 
£3rmance ;  and  those  parts  ci  Homer  which  have  already  been 
published  by  Mr.  Pope,  give  us  reason  to  think  that  the  Hiad 
will  appear  in  Endiah  vrith  as  little  disadvantage  to  that  im- 
mortal poem."  Addison  had  thus  the  last  uford  in  the  con- 
test, and  it  must  be  admitted  that  his  last  word  was  charac- 
teristic of  the  man.    The  unintentional  injury  was  atoned 
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for,  and  the  unmeiiied  reproaches  of  the  satiriafe,  Aoogh 
perhaps  felt  keenly,  were  unanswered,  and  we  maj  be  sure 
forgrren,  amidst  higher  cares  and  public  duties. 


BUaOFT  PABK. 
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CHAPTBE  IV, 
[171^-1718.] 

BBMOTAL  WBOH  BDfllBU)  TO  CUIHWIOK.  QUABBBL  'WTTR  OUBLL  AVD 
CUBgH.  TTlATff  OF  POPl^S  FATHBR,  AMD  OOBBKPOHDXBIGB  VFICB 
ATSEBMJrBY,     CHANOB  OF  JUBIDEMCB  TO  TWIOKSHKAIL 

The  Homer  sabscription  had  biought  the  poet  honoiiry 
wealthy  and  troops  of  friends.  The  jear  I7l4i  may  be  con- 
sidered as  roarkmg  the  commencement  of  the  gayest  period 
of  Pope's  Ufe.  It  was  the  berinning  of  a  decade  of  prosperous 
yearSy  in  which,  through  i^  curcumstances,  his  spirit  was 
sanguine,  exultant,  and  defiant.  He  had  not  yet  assumed 
the  philosopher's  robe,  or  hardened  down  into  severe  satire 
and  ethics.  His  wit  was  sportive ;  and  his  enemies — ^for  he 
alwa^  supposed  himself  to  be  surrounded  by  a  cloud  of 
•enemies— ne  could  afibrd  to  smile  at.  His  pen  was  the 
sword  with  which  he  had  cut  his  way  through  tne  world,  and 
it  was  bright  and  trenchant,  ready  K>r  any  service.  At  first 
his  j;ood  fortune  seems  to  have  transported  him  into  excesses 
foreign  to  his  real  character.  He  set  up  for  a  bon-vivant 
and  rake— frequented  the  October  Club  and  gaming-houses, 
boasted  of  sittmg  till  two  in  the  morning  over  burgundy  and 
champagne,  and  grew  ashamed  of  business.  Poor  authors, 
of  course,  were  his  special  aversion.  He  sketched  plans  and 
architectural  designs  with  Lord  Burlington ;  lounged  in  the 
library  of  Lord  Oxford;  breakfasted  with  Craegs;  drove 
about  Bushy  Park  with  Lord  Halifax ;  talked  of  tne  Spanish 
war  with  the  chivalrous  Mordauut,  Lord  Peterborougn,  the 
Endish  Amadis;  or,  in  the  evening,  joined  in  the  Teamed 
raillery  of  Arbuthnot.    With  young  Lord  Warwick  and 
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other  beaux  esprits  he  had  delidouB  lobster-nigfats  and  tayem 
gaieties.  How  different  from  life  in  Windaor  Poreet!  At 
the  oonntiT  seats  of  Lords  Haroourt,  Bathurst,  and  Cobham, 
he  was  a  neooent  Tisitor— criticising  grores,  walks,  ghides, 
eardenSy  and  porticos;  and  he  may  claim  the  merit  of 
having  done  more  than  any  other  poet  to  render  English 
scenes  classic  nound — ^a  distinction  in  which  he  was  followed 
b^  Ghraj  and  Walpole,  the  latter  acting  as  historian  of  pafari- 
dan  improrement  and  roral  beauty^.   In  the  society  of  ladies 

of  rank  and  £uhion 
thediminutrrefigore 
of  the  ]^t  might 
be  seen  m  his  suit 
of  black  yehety  with 
tie-wig  and  small 
sword,  disconrsinfi^ 
on  topics  of  wit  ana 
gallantly,  his  fineeje 
and  handsome,  in- 
tellectoal  fsce  soon 
making  the  defects 
of  his  person  for> 
gotten ;  for  in  com- 
pany entirely  to  his 
mind,  Pope  pos- 
sessed the  art  and 
gaiety  that  conld 
''  laugh  down  many 
a  summer  sun."  The 
accompliBhed  Lady 
Mary  Wortley  Mon- 
tagu had  recently 
quitted  her  retire- 
ment at  Whamdiffe^ 
and  shone  **  a  bright 
p«ffticular  star"  in  the  brilliant  drdes  of  the  ci^itaL 
Pope  was  often  by  her  side,  whispering  flatteries  that  were 
afterwards  to  be  changed  to  curses.  The  Duchessee  of 
Queensberry,  Hamilton,  and  Sancton  smiled  gradoudy  on 
the  laurelled  poet^  and  carried  him  to  their  concerts  and 
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pleasure-parties  on  the  Thames.^  The  Maids  of  Honour 
in  the  oonrt  of  the  Fiinoess  Caroline— the  beautiful  Mary 
Bellenden,  Mary  Lepelli  Miss  OrifGin,  and  Miss  Howe, 
niih  the  £etyourite  bedchamber  woman,  Mrs.  Howard,  ad- 
mitted him  to  thdr  confidence — **  took  him  into  their  pro- 
tectioUy^  contrary  to  the  laws  against  harbouring  Papists" 
— and  instructed  him  in  the  tracaaeries  of  the  Court,  or 
joined  him  in  ridiculing  pompous  Ministers  of  State  and 
sa^   Doctors    of  Diyinity.      They  had  also    their   own 

Eevances  to  pour  into  the  poets  ear;  for  the  life  of  a 
lid  of  Honour  was  little  better  at  Hampton  Court  or 
Bichmond  Lodge,  under  the  philosophical  Caroline,  than 
Vwanj  Bumey  found  it  at  Kew  or  Windsor  imder  Queen 
Charlotte  and  George  m.  ''  To  eat  Westphalia  ham  in  a 
morning,  ride  oyer  hedges  and  ditches  (hunting  in  Windsor 
Poreet),  come  home  in  the  heat  of  the  day  wiui  a  feyer  and 
a  red  mark  on  the  forehead  from  a  beayer  hat  (sie)  ;  simper 
an  hour  and  catch  cold  in  the  Princess's  apartment ;  thence 
to  dinner  with  what  appetUe  they  may;  and  after  that,  tUl 
midnight,  walk,  work,  or  think,  which  they  please."  Such  is 
Pope's  catalogue  of  erils  (none  of  them  yery  formidable), 
*'  and  I  can  ^sily  belieye,"  he  says,  rising  with  his  subject, 
^that  no  lone  house  in  Wales,  with  a  mountain  and  a 
rookery,  is  more  contemplatiye  than  this  court."  He  then 
adds,  with  a  touch  of  pride,  to  make  Teresa  Blount  jealous, 
''  Mrs.  Lepell  walked  with  me  three  or  four  hours  by  moon- 

1  Rom  one  of  these  Urely  duchesses  he  reoeiyed  the  followhig  invitatioii, 
tiie  original  of  which  is  hi  the  British  Mnsenm.  It  is  addressed  to  "Alex. 
Pope,  Esq.,  at  Mr.  Jervas^s  House  hi  Cleveland  Omrt** 

*<  ffir,— My  ladj  duchess  being  dmnk  at  this  present,  so  not  able  to  -write 
heiseU^  has  commanded  me  to  acquaint  yon,  that  there  is  to  be  music  on 
the  water  on  Thursday  next;  therefore  desires  you  to  be  that  evening  at  her 
house  in  Bond-street,  by  six  o'clock  at  fiurthest ;  and  her  grace  wiU  call  of 
yon  there  to  take  you  to  her  bazge,  which  she  ordered  to  be  ready  at  that 
time  at  Whitehall,  with  provisions,  and  shaU  land  yon  on  the  wished-for 
•bore.    I  am,  sb,  your  most  humble  servant,  **  O.  Hadddow. 

''East  Acton,  Tuesday  night" 

(In  another  hand.)  '*Ont  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  month 
ipeaketh.    SoPoFBistheword;  a  disappointment  is  not  to  be  endured." 

Acton,  near  London,  was  the  residence  of  thePienrepoint  fiunily,  and  Pope^s 
•equaintanoe  must  have  been  Isabella  Bentinck— a  celebrated  beanty — 
then  reoentiy  manied  to  the  ilrrt  Duke  of  Kingston,  &ther  of  Lady  IDoy 
W*  Montagu. 
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liffhty  and  we  met  no  creataie  of  any  qnaliiy  but  the  King, 
Wno  gare  audience  to  the  Yioe-Chamb^Liin  all  alone  under 
the  ^rden  wall.'*    The  poor  king ! 

Tor  true  unostentatious  satis&ction  and  delight,  Pope  had 
the  cordial  sodel^  of  his  painter-friend  Jerras  (whose  house 
was  his  town  residence),  toe  witty  Arbuthnot,  the  eentle  and 
learned  Pamell,  Bowe — ^who  laughed  eyerywhere  but  in  his 
tragedies — the  siinple,  admiring  John  Ghiy,  the  hospitable 
General  Withers,  Colonel  Disney,  a  derer  man  of  the  world, 
who  had  seen  service  and  reaped  his  optma  spoUa^  and  two 
exceUent  Deyonshire  worthies,  learned  m  the  law,  Fortescue 
iind  Bickford.  Portescue  had  been  the  playfellow  and  asso- 
ciate of  OtBj  at  the  grammar-school  of  Barnstaple,  and  it  was 
no  doubt  to  Otsj  that  Pope  owed  his  acquiuntance  with  the 
future  Master  of  the  Bolls,  his  unfee'd  counsel  and  steady 
friend.  There  was  also  Mr.  Bokershall,  Clerk  of  the  Kitchen 
to  Queen  Anne — **  honest  Jemmy  Edtershall,"  with  whom 
Swift  occasionally  dined  in  town,  and  who  had  a  handsome 
country  house  to  lodge  a  friend,  at  Drayton,  in  Middlesex.* 
Countj^-  excursions  on  horseback  were  occasionally  adven- 
tured upon  by  this  licht-hearted  brotherhood,  and  Jerras's 
notes— short  notes,  fuU  of  sense,  business,  and  kindness — ^let 
us  see  how  they  managed  the  details.  Arbuthnot,  as  the 
oldest  and  grayest  of  the  party,  laid  down  rules,  and  was  in- 
flexible in  cuttbg  off  aU  superfluities  and  impediments. 
''The  Doctor  proposes,"  says  Jenras,  ''that  himself  or  his 
man  ride  my  spare  horse,  and  that  I  leave  all  equipage  to  be 
isent  by  the  carrier,  with  your  portmanteau.  The  Doctor 
says  he  will  allow  none  of  his  friends  so  much  as  a  night- 
gown or  slippers  for  the  road,  so  a  shirt  and  cravat  in  your 
pocket  is  all  you  must  think  of  in  his  new  scheme.  His 
servant  may  be  bribed  to  make  room  for  that.  You  shall 
have  a  shorter  and  less  bridle  sent  doum  on  Saturday,  and  the 
other  shall  be  returned  in  due  time.  The  tailor  shall  be 
chastised  if  it  is  really  negligee  on  his  part,  hut  \fii  is  only 
vtg^ours,  you  must  beg  paiuon.    Your  old  sword  went  with 

*  Mr.  EckenhftU  seems  to  have  held  other  appdntments  ahont  the  Court 
than  the  laronxy  one  mentioned  bj  Swift.  He  was  at  one  time  Gentleman 
Usher,  and  the  Qneen  stood  sponsor  at  ^e  b^>tism  of  his  son.  Pope  pre- 
sented hfan  with  a  copy  of  his  Homer  (still  hi  the  fiunily),  enriching  it  with 
a  page  of  the  translation  written  ont  in  Pope*s  neat  hand. 
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the  carrier^  and  was  tied  to  the  other  things  with  a  cord,  and 
IDT  folks  say  tbij  fiwt.  You  must  make  the  carrier  respon- 
sible ;  mine  will  swear  to  the  deliyery.*'  *  A  particular  man, 
thepoety  and  somewhat  troublesome ! 

The  theatre  was  a  ftshionable  town  resort.  Vape  probably 
retained  something  of  that  loTe  of  the  stage  wmch  he  had 
manifested  at  Deane*s  school— a  fascination  not  easily  relin- 
^nished — and  his  friends,  Congieye  and  Steele,  were  deeply 
mtereeted  in  it.  Betterton  he  was  earl^  acquainted  with, 
and  lie  lired  to  grace  the  triumph  of  Ghmnck.  Such  actors  as 
Booth,  Wilks,  and  Mrs.  Oldfieid  must  always  have  been  wit- 
n^sed  with  debVht,  while  Addison's  tragedy  and  Ghoy's  co- 
medies brought  the  poet  into  the  society  of  the  green-room. 
Qnj  mentions  among  his  friends  Mrs.  Santiow,  the  celebrated 
dancer,  and  two  other  actresses,  **  the  frolic  Bicknell  and  her 
sister  young/'  or  Mrs.  Younger.  These  sisters  claimed  to  be 
near  relatives  of  Keith,  Ean  Marshal  of  Scotland.  Their 
father,  they  said,  served  in  !Flanders  as  one  of  King  William's 
troopers — ^perhaps  rode  by  the  side  of  Steele,  whence  Steele's 
interest  in  Mrs.  Bicknell,  whom  he  praises  in  the  Tatier  and 
Spectator.  The  '*  sister  young"  was  on  the  stage  fit>m  a 
child,  and  she  retained  charms  enough  when  near  forty  to 
get  a  husband  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  nobility,  a  brother  of 
the  Eari  of  "Winchelsea.  Pope's  mention  of  these  ladies  is 
rather  in  the  way  of  ''lieht-o'-loves,"  not  dignified  enough 
.forgrave  verse  or  printed  correspondence. 
/  l^sits  to  Bath  were  then  a  mvourite  summer  recreation, 
I  and  the  Abb^  bells  often  rans  in  Pope  and  his  friends. 
,Bath  had  become  popular  after  tne  visit  of  Queen  Anne  to 
the  city,  and  Goldsmith  has  described  to  us  the  amusements 
dfthe  day.  "The  hours  for  bathing,"  he  says,  "are  com- 
imonly  between  six  and  nine  in  the  morning*  The  lady  is 
ibrouffht  in  a  chair,  dressed  in  her  bathing  clothes,  to  the  bath, 
and  Doing  in  the  water,  the  woman  who  attends  presents  her 
.with  a  little  floating  dish  like  a  basin;  into  wmch  the  lady 
f  puts  a  handkerchief,  a  snuff-box,  and  a  nose^y.  She  then 
trayerses.the  bath ;  if  a  novice  with  a  Ruide,  if  otherwise  by 
herself;  and  having  amused  herself  thus  while  she  thinks 
Iproper,  c»11b  for  her  chair,  and  returns  to  her  lodgings.    The 


•  Bosooe,  YiiL  589  and  533. 


Digitized  by 


Google  i 


188  LIPS  OF  POFB. 

amtusement  of  bathing  is  succeeded  by  a  general  aaaembly  of 
the  people  at  the  pump-room,  some  for  pleasure,  and  some  to 
drink  the  hot  waters.  Three  glasses  at  three  difbrent  times 
is  the  usual  portion,  and  the  intervals  between  every  glass 
are  enlivened  by  the  small  band  of  music,  as  well  as  dj  the 
conversation  of  ihe  gay,  the  witty,  or  the  forward.  Erom  the 
pump-room  the  ladies  from  time  to  time  withdraw  to  a  fe- 
male coffee-house,  and  from  thence  return  to  their  lodgings 
to  bredc&st.  The  gentlemen  withdraw  to  their  coffee-houses, 
to  read  the  papers  or  converse  on  the  news  of  the  day."  And 
with  equal  minuteness  Goldsmith  goes  over  the  whole  day, 
till  the  round  is  dosed  by  evening  prayers  in  the  pump-room, 
and  by  nighily  balls,  plays,  or  visits.  When  Frederick  Prince 
of  Wales  visited  Bath  in  1788,  Beau  Nash  commemorated  the 
event  by  erecting  an  obelisk,  and  he  wrote  to  Pope  request- 
ing  an  mscription.  Pope  replied  that  he  had  received  so  few 
£etvours  from  the  great,  that  he  was  utterly  unacquainted 
-with  what  kind  of  thanks  they  liked  best.  **  Whether,"  he 
said,  ''the  Prince  most  loves  poetry  or  prose  I  protest  I  do 
not  know;  but  this  I  dare  venture  to  affinn,  tnat  you  can 
give  him  as  much  satisfaction  in  either  as  I  can."  Nash  perse- 
vered in  his  request,  and  Pope  sent  a  brief  prose  inscription : 
**  In  memory  of  honours  bestowed,  and  inmtitude  for  bene- 
fits conferred  on  this  city  by  his  Boyal  Highness  Erederick 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  royal  consort,  in  the  year  1788,  this 
obelisk  is  erected  by  Sichard  Nash,  Esq."  Gk>ld8mith's  com- 
ment on  this  affiur  is  the  most  amusing  part  of  the  business: 
''I  dare  venture  to  say  there  was  scarce  a  common  council- 
man in  the  corporation  of  Bath  but  could  have  done  this  as 
well.  Nothing  can  be  more  frigid,  ihauah  the  subjeei  was 
worthy  of  the  lUtnagt  exertwna  ofgenim,^^  * 

Pope  relished  the  amusements  of  the  place,  thus  r^^ulated 
and  presided  over  by  the  redoubted  B^u  Nash,  and  spent 
the  day  pleasantly  amon|^  the  pump  assemblies,  the  walks, 
the  chocoiato-houses,  rafSing-shops,  plays,  and  medleys.  He 
even  thought  the  appearance  of  the  ladies  in  the  bath, 
encased  in  buckram,  and  moving  about  in  common  with  the 
meui  between  swimming  and  walking,  a  spectacle  worthy  of 

«  life  of  Bean  Kaah  in  Prior's  and  Cnnning^iam'i  editiona  of  QoldsmUh's 
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female  applause  and  imitation  I  The  barbarity  of  tbe  prac^ 
tioe  cjhocked  Dr.  Johnson,  and  it  aff(»*ds  a  cnrious  illustration 
of  the  taste  and  manners  of  the  period.  OccasionallT  a 
meteor  like  Lord  Peterborough  appeared  at  ''  the  Bath,  as 
&B  city  was  termed,  and  astoiushed  yisitors  by  wearing 
boots  (which  were  then  used  only  iix  travelling),  and  by  his 
disregard  of  Beau  Nash  and  personal  digni^.  ''  It  is  a 
comical  sifi^ht  to  see  him,"  says  Lady  Her?ey,  ''with  his  blue 
ribbon  and  star,  and  a  cabbage  under  each  arm,  or  a  chicken 
in  his  hand,  which,  after  he  mmself  has  purchased  at  markel^ 
he  carries  home  for  his  dinner."  After  this  we  need  not 
wonder  to  find  Peterborough,  with  the  spade  or  pnming- 
knife,  assisting  Pope  in  his  garden  at  Twickenham.  But  the 
poet  himself  woula  be  guilty  of  no  such  solecism  at  Bath. 
Ue  wished  to  be  esteemed  a  man  of 'vivacity  and  spirit^  or  as 
hehassaidy 

*'  The  gayest  valetodiiiaire, 
Meet  thinkliig  nke  aliyer 

And  whether  in  town  or  country  his  company  was  courted. 
Witiiout  fortune,  without  the  advantages  of  nigh  birth  or 
connexions,  without  personal  graces  or  fashionable  accom- 
plishments, he  had  by  his  genius  and  management  raised 
mmself  to  social  eminence  and  unrivalled  literary  celebrity. 
I^den,  better  descended,  and  with  good  family  alliances, 
fiiifed  to  accomplish  as  much.  There  was  no  imeriority  of 
tal^it  or  of  moTBl  worth — and  of  these,  in  his  latter  days, 
the  world  made  cheerful  recognition — ^but  the  elder  bard, 
diffident  and  retiriiig — **  not  a  genteel  man,"  as  Pope  said — 
could  not  command  the  arts  which  permanently  please  and 
attract  in  high  sodety.  He  could  flatter  the  great,  but 
wanted  ddll  to  court  them. 

Shortly  after  the  delivery  of  the  first  volume  of  his  Homer, 
Pope  made  a  journey  to  Oxford  on  horseback,  having  bor- 
rowed his  steed  firom  the  Earl  of  Burlington.  When  in 
"Windsor  Porest,  on  his  way,  he  was  overteken  by  Bernard 
Lintot,  who  had  heard  that  the  poet  desigpied  to  go  to 
Oxford^  **  the  seat  of  tiie  Muses,"  and  who,  as  his  bookseller, 
would  by  all  means  accompany  him.  Pope,  on  arriving  at 
Oxford,  wrote  to  Lord  Burlinjgton  an  account  of  his  jotimey 
and  adventures  on  the  road,  in  which  Lintot  figures  largely. 
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describiiig  both  hiniBdlf  and  the  ''eminent  hands**  who 
worked  for  him,  as  trandaton  and  critics.  The  letter  is  one 
of  Fope*8  most  hnmoroos  prose  sketches,  eridentlj  intended 
for  pobUcation.  Smdlett,  in  his  Humphry  Olinker,  describes 
a  meeting  of  Ghrab-street  authors  in  his  house  at  Chelsea^ 
which  bears  some  resembhnce  to  Fope*8  lirelj  caricature^ 
and  shows  that  B&y  years  had  wrougnt  little  alteration  in 
this  class. 

** I  salted  lum  where  he  got  his  horse?  He  answered,  ho  got  it  of 
his  publisher:  'For  thatioeoe  my  pruder  (said  he)  disappointed  me : 
I  hoped  to  pot  him  in  good  munoar  W 

fiooassee  of  rablnts,  wmdi  cost  two  snfllmgs,  with  two  qiuurts  of  wine, 
besides  mj  coiwersatioiL  I  thouf^t  m^df  oocksuie  of  his  hone, 
which  he  readiljr  promised  me,  bat  said  that  Mr.  Tonson  had  just 
such  another  desum  of  going  to  Cambridge,  eneotinf  there  the  oopj 

of  a  new  kind  of  Horace  frmn  Dr. ,  and  it  Mr.  Tbnson  went,  ne 

was  pre-engaged  to  attend  him,  being  to  haye  the  printmg  of  the  said 
copy. 

'"So  in  short  I  borrowed  this  horse  of  mj publisher,  which  he  had 
6i  Mr.  OUhnizon  for  a  debt ;  he*  lent  me,  too,  the  prettj  bo j  yon  see 
after  me.  He  was  A  smutty  dog  yestmay,  and  cost  me  near  two 
hours  to  wash  the  inLoff  lus  £M>e :  imt  the  devil  is  a  £ur-oonditkmed 
defil,  and  yery  forward  in  his  catechise :  if  you  haye  any  more  bags, 
he  shall  cany  them.' 

''I  thouffht  Mr.  Lmtot's  dfility  not  to  be  nedected,  so  gaye  the 
boy  a  smau  bag,  containing  three  shirts,  and  an  jBlaeyir  "^nrgil;  and 
mounting  in  an  instant,  prmseeded  on  tl^  road,  with  my  man  before, 
my  cour&ous  stationer  beside,  and  the  aforesaid  deyil  behind. 

''Mr.  Lmtot  be^  in  this  manner:  'Now,  damn  them!  what  if 
ihq  should  put  it  mto  the  newspager,  how  you  and  I  went  together 
to  Oxford  P  what  would  I  care  P  ff  I  should  go  down  into  Sussex, 
they  would  say  I  was  gone  to  Uie  Speaker.  But  what  of  that  P  If 
my  son  were  Dig  enou^  to  go  on  with  the  business,  by  GKd  I  wodd 
keep  as  ffood  company  as  oldJaoob.'  Hereupon  I  inquued  of  his  son. 
'Tne  hid  (says  he)  has  fine  parts,  but  is  somewhat  sickly,  mudi  as 
yoaare.  1  spare  for  nothing  m  his  education  at  Westminster.  Fn^, 
aon't  you  thmk  Westminster  to  be  the  best  school  in  Sn^^anaP 
Most  m  the  late  ministry  came  out  of  it,  so  did  many  of  this  nmdstzy. 
I  hope  the  boy  will  make  his  fortune.'  'Do  not  you  desisn  to  let  him 
pass  a  year  at  OxfordP  'To  what  purposeP  (said  he).  The  nni- 
▼ersities  do  but  make  pedants,  and  I  mtend  to  breed  mm  a  man  of 


'' As  Mr.  Lintot  was  talking^  I  obsenred  he  sat  uneasy  on  his  saddle^ 
ibrwhidilei^ressedsomesoEoitude.  'Nothing,' says &: 'I  can  bear 
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it  wdi  enough :  but  nnoe  we  hsre  the  daj  before  us,  methinks  it 
woaM  be  YOTideasiiit  for  j(m  to  rest  awhile  imder  the  woods.'  When 
we  were  aliaited,  'See  hm>  what  a  voAtj  prettjr  Horace  I  hsTe  in 
mj  pocket  f  what  if  jofa  amused  jourself  m  tunung  an  ode  till  we 
BUHmt  again?  Lord !  if  yon  deased,  what  a  derer  misoellany  might 
yon  make  at  leisiue  hours  f  'Terfaaps  I  mi^,'  said  I,  'if  we  ride  on; 
the  motion  is  an  aid  to  my  haejf  a  round  trot  yery  much  awakens  my 
ipbits:  then  jog  on  apace,  and  I  will  think  as  hard  as  I  cm.' 

" Siknoe  ensued  m  a  full  hour:  after  whioh  Mr.  Lintot  lugged 
the  reins^  stopped  short,  and  broke  out, '  WeD,  sir,  how  far  haye  you 
I  f  1  answered,  '  Seyen  milea.'  '  Z— <Lb,  sir,'  said  Lintot,  'I 
^t  you  had  done  seyen  stanzas.  Oldsworth,  in  a  ramUe  round 
Winudeton^iilL  would  translate  a  whole  ode  in  hidf  this  time.  I  will 

a  that  for  Oldsworth  (thou^  1  lost  by  his  l^othys)/  he  trans* 
I  an  ode  of  Hcnraoe  the  quickest  of  any  man  in  Wngland.  I  re- 
member Br.  King  would  write  yerses  in  a  tavern  three  hours  after  he 
oould  not  speak;  and  there  is  Sir  Richard,  in  that  rumbling  dd 
chanot  of  his,  between  Fleet-ditch  and  St.  Giles's  pond,  shall  make 
you  half  a  Job.' 

" '  Pkay,  Mr.  Lintot  (said  I),  now  you  talk  of  transbtors,  what  is 
your  mettiod  of  managing  themf  'Sir  (replied  he),  those  are  the 
saddest  pack  of  rogues  in  the  world ;  in  a  hungry  fit  they  will  swear 
theyunfostandalllhelanffuaffesintheuniyerse.  1  haye  known  one 
of  mem  take  down  a  Greek  D0o£  upon  my  counter,  and  cry, "  Ah,  this  is 
Heibrew,Imu8treaditfixnn  the  latter  end."  By  the  Lc^  I  can  nerer 
be  sure  in  these  fiellows,  for  I  neither  understand  Greek,  Latin,  Frendi, 
nor  Italian  myseH  But  this  is  my  way:  I  agree  wiUi  them  for  ten 
shillings  per  snee^  with  a  proyiso,  that  I  will  haye  their  doiufls  cor- 
rectedi>y  whom  I  please ;  so  by  one  or  other  they  are  led  at  last  to 
the  true  sense  of  an  author;  my  judgment  giying  the  n^atiye  to  all 
mj  translators.'  'But  how  are  you  secure  uiose  correctors  may  not 
impose  upon  youf  '  Why,  I  gOT  any  dyil  gentleman  (especially  any 
Scotsman),  that  comes  into  my  shop,  to  raid  the  original  to  me  in 
Bn^ish ;  by  this  I  know  whetner  my  first  translator  be  deficient,  and 
whmer  my  corrector  merits  his  money  or  not.    I'll  tell  you  what 

happened  to  me  last  month;  I  barffained  with  S f or  a  new  yersion 

of  Luoretius  to  publish  against  Tonson's,  agreeing  to  pay  the  author 
80  many  shillings  at  his  produdnff  so  manj  unes.  Qe  made  a  great 
progress  hi  a  yeir  short  time,  ana  I  gare  it  to  the  corrector  to  com- 
pare wi^  the  Latin;  but  he  went  directly  to  Creech's  transUtion,  and 
round  it  the  same,  word  for  weed,  all  but  the  first  page.    Now,  what 

•  ThSi  anndei  to  "A  Dialogue  hetween  Timot^  and  Phflatheos,  Ac," 

wxitton  against  the  ric^  of  the  CliiirdL--CW^«  JTiQ^^    The  "S i* 

afterwards  mentSoned,  was  George  Sewel|  a  mleceUaneoiis  writer  and 
'    ir,iHiodledhil786. 
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d'ye  tlimk  I  did?  I  arrested  the  tranaiator  for  a  oiieat ;  nar,  and 
I  stopped  the  ooirector's  paj  too^  xmon  this  proof  that  he  haa  made 
use  of  Creech  instead  of  the  origmaL' 

''^Fraj  tell  me  next  how  yon  deal  wi^  the  eritios?'  *8ir(saidhe), 
nothing  more  easy.  I  can  suenoe  the  most  formidable  of  them :  we 
rich  ones  for  a  sheet  apiece  of  the  blotted  mannscr^  which  costs  me 
nothing:  they'll  go  about  with  it  to  thdr  aoqnaintanoe,  and  pretend 
th^  had  it  firom  the  author,  who  submitted  to  their  oorrectiim.  'Haa 
has  g^en  some  of  than  such  an  air,  that  in  time  they  come  to  be 
consulted  with*  and  dedicated  to,  as  the  top  odtios  of  the  town*  As 
for  the  poor  critics,  HI  give  you  one  instance  of  my  manamnent^ 
by  which  you  may  guess  at  the  rest  A  lean  man,  tfaiat  lodkM  like  a 
▼ery  good  scholar,  came  to  me  fother  day :  he  turned  over  your 
Homer,  shook  his  head,  shrumd  up  his  shouoen,  and  pished  at  every 
line  of  it.   *'  One  would  woncter  (says  he^at  the  strange  presumption 


of  some  men;  Homer  is  no  such  easy  task,  that  every  stn]^in£N  every 

versifier'' ^He  was  going  on  when  my  wife  called  to  dinner ; 

''Sir,"  said  I,  ''will  you  please  to  eat  a  piece  of  beef  with  meP' 


" Mr.  liintot,''  said  he,  "I  am  sorry  vou  should  be  at  the  ezpeoae  of 

this  great  book,  I  am  reaUy  conoernea  on  your  account" ^"  Sff,  I 

am  much  obliged  to  vou.  If  you  can  dine  upon  a  piece  of  bee(  to- 
gether with  a  slice  oi  pudding^' ^"Mr.  Lintot,  I  do  not  sav  but 

Mr.  Pope,  if  he  would  condescend  to  advise  with  men  of  learning'' 

"Sir,  the  pudding  is  upon  the  taUe,  if  you  please  to  go  in."  l^oritic 
complies,  ne  oomes  to  a  taste  of  your  poetry,  and  teUs  me  in  the  same 
brcMh,  that  the  book  is  commendable,  andfthe  puddinff  excellent. 

"'Now,  sir  (conduded  Mr.  Lintot]),  in  return  to  the  frankness  I 
have  shown,  pray  tell  me,  is  it  the  opinion  of  your  fiiends  at  court 
that  mTLordLfmsdowne  will  be  broujB^t  to  the  bar  or  not  ?'  I  told 
him  I  neard  he  would  not,  and  I  hoped  it,  my  Lord  beinff  one  I  had 
particular  obligations  to.  'Thatniaybe(repliedMr.  Luuot),  but  if 
ne  is  not,  I  shall  lose  the  printing  of  a  very  ^|ood  triaL'  "* 

"These,  my  Lord,  are  a  few  naits  by  which  you  may  discern  the 
genius  of  Mr.  Lintot,  which  I  have  chosen  for  the  sulject  of  a  letter. 
I  dropt  him  as  soon  as  I  got  to  Oxford,  and  paid  a  viot  to  my  Lord 
Carlton  at  Middleton."' 

To  the  Tomi^  ladies  at  Mapledorham  he  tnmsnutted  an 
account  of  nisTiait  to  Oxford,  whidiwe  insert  as  written,  not 
as  printed  hj  Pope: 

"Ladies,— I  came  from  Stonor  (its  master  not  being  at  home)  to 
Oxford  the  same  night.    Nothing  could  have  more  of  t£it  melancholy 

*  Laaadowne  was  committed  to  the  Tower  in  September,  1716,  and  re- 
leaaed  in  Febmazy,  1716-7.   . 
'  LetteiB  of  Mr.  A.  Pope:  London,  1787. 
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wbidi  onoe  iiaed  to  please  me,  than  mj  last  daVs  jonmey;  for  after 
having  passed  thiou^  mj  fayoarite  woods  in  the  forest,  with  a  tiioa- 
sand  reyeries  of  past  pleasures,  I  rid  over  haufipn^  hills,  whose  tops 
were  edged  with  srores,  and  whose  feet  watered  with  winding  rivers, 
listeninff  to  the  fills  of  cataracts  below,  and  the  murmnring  of  iiie 
winds  fliBoye :  the  gloomj  yerdore  of  Stonor  succeeded  to  these  ^  and 
then  the  shades  of  the  eveninff  overtook  me.  The  moon  rose  m  the 
clearest  sli^  I  ever  saw,  \y  whose  solemn  light  I  paced  on  slowlj, 
without  company,  or  anj  mterruption  to  the  ran^  of  my  thoughts. 
About  a  mile  before  I  reached  Oxford,  all  the  night  beUs  toUnl  in 
different  notes;  the  clodn  of  every  colleffe  answered  one  another,  and 
tdd  me  (some  in  a  deeper,  some  in  a  softer  voice}  that  it  was  eleven 
o'clock.  All  this  was  no  ill  preparation  to  the  life  I  have  led  since, 
among  those  old  walls^  venerableealleries,  stone  porticos,  studious 
walks,  and  sditaxj  scenes  of  the  Univeraity.  I  wanted  nothing  but  a 
black  gown  and  a  salary,  to  be  as  mere  a  bookworm  as  any  there.  I 
conformed  myself  to  the  coll^  hours,  was  rolled  up  in  books,  wnfi 
in  meditaticm^  lay  in  one  oTthe  most  ancient,  dmkw  parts  of  the 
University,  and  was  as  dead  to  the  world  as  any  hermit  of  the  desert. 
If  anything  was  awake  or  alive  in  me  it  was  a  little  vanity,  such  as 
even  those  good  men  used  to  entertain,  when  the  monks  ofiknt  wm 
artbr  extol&L  their  piety  and  abstractedness.  For  I  round  myself 
received  with  a  sort  of  respect,  which  this  idle  part  of  mankind,  the 
learned,  pay  to  their  own  speoes;  who  are  as  considerable  here  as 
the  bu^y  the  gay,  and  the  amlntious  are  in  your  world. 

''Indeed,  Iwas  so  treated  that  I  could  not  but  ask  myself  in  my 
mind,  what  coUege  I  was  founder  of,  or  what  library  i  had  built  r 
M<^hi"^«  I  do  very  ill  to  return  to  the  world  a^ain,  to  leave  the  only 
place  where  I  make  a  good  figure,  and  from  seeuLg  myself  seated  witn 
dignity  on  the  most  conspicuous  shelves  of  a  li&aiy.  fpi  to  contem- 
plate uiis  wretched  person  in  the  alject  condition  of  lymg  at  a  lady's 
wst  in  Bolton-streei 

"I  will  not  deny  but  that,  like  Alexander,  in  the  midst  of  my  glory 
I  am  wounded,  ana  find  myself  a  mere  man.  To  tell  you  from  whence 
the  dart  comes  is  to  no  purpose,  since  neither  of  you  will  take  the 
tender  care  to  drawit  out  of  my  heart,  and  suck  the  poison  with  your 
hjpa 

"  Here,  at  my  Lord  Harcourfs,  I  see  a  creature  nearer  an  angel  than 
a  woman  Cthou^  a  woman  be  very  near  as  good  as  an  angel) .  1  think 
you  have  formerly  heard  me  mention  Mrs.  Jennings  as  a  credit  to  the 
maker  of  angels ;  she  is  a  relation  of  his  Lordship's,  and  he  gravely 
proposed  her  to  me  for  a  wife.  Being  tender  of  ner  interesn,  and 
knowing  (what  is  a  shame  to  Providence)  that  she  is  less  indebted  to 
fortune  than  I,  I  told  him,  it  was  what  he  never  could  have  thought 
d^  if  it  had  not  been  his  nusfortune  of  being  Uind^  and  that  I  never 
could  till  I  was  so ;  but  that,  as  matters  now  were,  I  did  not  care  to 
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fbroe  80  fine  a  woman  to  giTo  the  finishing  stroke  to  all  mj  defor- 
mities bj  the  last  mark  of  a  beast,  horns. 

**  Now  I  am  talking  of  beauty,  I  shall  see  mj  Ladf  Jane  Hyde  to- 
morrow at  Oomburj/  I  shall  pass  a  daj  and  ni|;ht  at  Blenheim  Park, 
and  will  then  hasten  homjs,  taking  Keading  m  mj  waj.  I  have 
everywhere  made  inquiry  if  it  beposnble  to  ^any  annnities  on  sound 
seoority.  It  would  really  be  an  inexpressible  jqy  to  me  if  I  oould 
serve  tou,  and  I  wOl  always  do  my  utmost  to  give  myself  pleasure. 

**I  beg  you  both  to  thmk  as  well  of  me— that  is,  to  tnink  me  as 
much  yours  as  any  one  else.  What  de^pree  of  friendship  and  tender- 
ness I  feel  for  jon  I  must  be  content  with,  being  sure  ot  myself;  but 
I  shall  be  glad  if  tou  believe  it  in  any  degree.  Allow  me  as  much  as 
you  can,  anii  thint  as  well  of  me  as  you  are  able  of  one  whose  inn>er- 
feotions  are  so  manifest,  and  who  thinks  so  little  of  himself  as  to  think 
ten  times  more  of  either  of  you.'* 

(No  signature.) 

He  TiBited  Blenheim,  the  magnificent  seat  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlboiough,  but  he  does  injostioe  to  the  architecture  of 
Yanbrof  h,  who  in  all  his  works  attended,  as  Sir  Joshua  Bey- 
nolds  obsenres,  to  ''painter-like  effects."  The  house  is  a 
stupendous  pile,  perhaps  too  low  for  its  massiTe  proportions ; 
but  the  genend  appearance  js  striking  and  princely,  and, 
Tiewed  in  connexion  with  the  gardens,  the  water,  the  plea- 
sure-grounds, and  the  park — a  gorgeous  yerdant  amphi- 
theatre  of  twelve  miles — ^Blenheim  is  a  trophy  well  worthy 
of  being  presented  by  England  to  her  then  greatest  militaiy 
hero: 

**  I  win  not  describe  Blenheim  in. particular,  not  to  forestal  your 
expectations  before  you  see  it;  onlj  take  a  short  account  which,  I 
will  hazard  my  little  credit,  Ib  no  myust  one.  I  never  saw  so  ^peat 
a  thing  with  so  mudi  litU^iess  in  it.  I  think  the  architect  built  it 
entire^  in  complaisance  to  the  taste  of  its  owners ;  for  it  is  the  most 
inhospitable  tlung  imaginable,  and  the  most  selfish :  it  has,  like  their 
own  hearts,  no  room  for  strainers,  and  no  reception  for  any. person  of 
superior  quality  to  themselves.  There  are  but  just  two  apartaoents, 
for  the  roaster  and  mistress,  below,  and  but  two  apartments  above 
(very  much  inferior  to  them),  in  the  m^ole  house.  When  you  look 
upon  the  outside,  you'd  think  it  large  enough  for  a  prince ;  when  you 
see  the  inside,  it  is  too  little  for  a  subject,  and  has  not  convenienoy  to 

•  Daiic^terofHeiiiyCrarUiEariofC9anndon,andafterwaidBC<mn^ 
Easex.  Gi^,  in  bia  Vioktgaib  to  the  Sh«pherd*s  Week,  mentloiis,  **Bloomhig 
Hyde^  with  eyes  eo  ran." 
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kcl{[e  a  oommon  Cunily.  It  is  a  house  of  entries  and  passages,  amoiu^ 
which  there  are  three  Tistas  throoffh  the  whole,  Tery  oseleBsly  hancU 
some.  There  is  what  might  have  oeen  a  fine  gallery,  bat  spoiled  bj 
two  arches  towards  the  end  of  i1^  which  tale  away  the  sight  of 
sereral  of  the  windows.  There  are  two  ordinary  stairoises  instead  of 
one  mat  one.  The  best  things  within  the  honse  are  tiie  hall— whidi 
is,  ixSleed,  noble  and  well-proportioned— and  the  cellars  and  offices 
underground,  which  are  the  most  oommodions,  and  the  best  oontriyed 
of  the  whole.  At  the  top  of  the  building  are  several  cupolas  and 
little  turrets,  that  have  bnt  an  ill  effect,  uid  make  the  building  look 
at  onoe  finical  and  heayy.  What  seems  of  the  best  taste  is  that  front 
towards  the  gardens,  which  is  not  yet  loaded  with  these  turrets.  The 
two  sides  of  the  building  are  entirelj  spoiled  by  two  monstrous  bow- 
windows,  which  stand  just  in  the  middle,  instead  of  doors :  and,  as  if 
it  were  fatal  that  some  trifling  littleness  should  eyerywhere  destroy 
the  grandeur,  there  are  in  the  chief  front  two  semicircles  of  a  lower 
structure  thui  the  rest,  that  cut  off  the  angles,  and  look  as  if  they 
were  purposely  designed  to  hide  a  loftier  and  nobler  piece  of  buildings 
the  tq)  of  which  upears  above  them.  In  a  word,  the  whole  is  a  most 
expensiTe  absurdity;  and  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  gave  a  true  cha- 
racter of  it,  when  he  said  it  was  a.  great  quarry  of  stones  above 
ground. 

'' Wepaid  a  visit  to  the  spring  where  Kosamond  bathed  herself; 
on  a  h^  where  remains  only  a  piece  of  a  wall  of  the  old  palace  d 
Henry  II.  We  toasted  her  shade  in  the  cold  ¥rater,  not  without  a 
thought  or  two,  scarce  so  cold  as  the  liquor  we  drank  it  in."* 

The  Staart  insurrection  of  1715-6  hod  little  effect  in  dis- 
torbing  Pope  in  his  town  haunts  or  Forest  retreat.  The 
Tories  of  Oxford  drank  Sling  James's  health,  and  talked 
hnvelj  over  their  flowing  cups ;  there  was  also  a  Jacobite 
riot  in  the  city,  and  some  meeting-houses  were  pulled 
down;  but  the  appearance  of  a  squidron  of  horse  and  the 
seizure  of  a  few  suspected  persons  instantly  reduced  Alma 
Miater  to  silence  and  obeoience.  None  of  the  Catholic 
familiea  in  the  county  were  implicated.  Pope's  friends  were 
all  safe;  and  as  for  himself  he  was  by  no  means  disposed  to 
become  a  martyr,  either  for  the  Church  or  the  Chevalier. 
There  was  one  friend,  however,  who  seems  to  have  aympa- 
thised  deeply  with  the  insurgents,  and  to  have  (eenly 
lamented  the  misery  occasioned  by  the  rash  enterprise. 
This  was  Mr.  Edward  Blount,  a  JDevonshire  gentleman, 

*  Cuifl's  edit  of  GorrapcnidflDoe,  and  other  editiooa  of  1785. 
L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


146  un  OF  POFB. 

related  to  the  BIoontB  of  Oxfordflhiie.  ^Wliat  a  dismal 
scene  has  there  been  opened  in  the  north!"  ezdaims  Mr. 
Blount.  ^  What  min  haye  those  mifortiinate  rash  senile- 
men  draim  upon  themselyes  and  their  miserable  foUowers 
— and  perchance  upon  manyotherSy  too,  who  mon  no  account 
would  DO  their  followers."  In  this  number  Mr.  Blount  him- 
self is  supposed  to  haye  been  included.  A  conspiracr  had 
been  formed  in  the  west  of  England,  and  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  was  expected  to  land  in  DoTonshire.  Numerous 
arrests  took  place,  and  though  Mr.  Blount  was  probablj 
whoUy  innocent,  as  a  Catholic  gentleman  of  wealth  and  in- 
fluence he  was  suspected,  andheresolyed  to  quitthe  countiy. 
"  Our  homes,"  he  wrote  to  Pope,  **must  either  be  left  or 
be  made  too  narrow  for  us  to  turn  in."  He  exhorted  the 
poet  to  leave  laziness  and  the  elms  in  St.  James's  Parli^  and^ 
joining  safety  with  fiiiendship,  go  with  him  where  war  would 
not  reach  them,  nor  paltiy  constables  summon  them  to 
Tostries. 

At  this  time  Pope  was  much  in  London.  Jervas  had  gone 
on  a  visit  to  Ireland,  his  native  country,  and  the  bachcJor 
establishment  in  Cleveland-court  was  at  the  entire  command 
of  the  poet.  "  As  to  your  mquiiy  about  your  house,"  he 
writes  to  Jervas,  "  when  I  came  within  the  walls,  they  put 
me  in  mind  of  those  of  Carthage,  where  you  find,  like  the 
wandering  Trojan,  cunimum  picturd  pascU  inatU;  for  the 
spacious  mansion,  like  a  Turmsh  caravansera,  entertains  the 
yagabonds  with  bare  lodgings.  I  rule  the  fiumly  yery  iU, 
keep  bad  hours,  and  lend  out  your  pictures  about  the  town. 
See  what  it  is  to  keep  a  poet  in  your  house !  Prank,  indeed, 
does  all  he  can  in  such  circumstances ;  for,  considering  he 
has  a  wild  beast  in  it,  he  constantly  keeps  the  door  chained. 
Every  time  it  opens  the  links  rattle,  the  rusty  hinges  roar. 
The  house  seems  so  sensible  that  you  are  all  its  support,  it  is 
ready  to  drop  in  your  absence ;  but  I  still  trust  myself  under 
its  roof,  as  depending  that  Providence  will  preserve  so  many 
Baphaels,  Q^tians,  and  Guides  as  are  lodged  in  your  cabinet. 
Surely  the  sins  of  one  poet  can  hardly  be  so  heavy  as  to  bring 
an  old  house  over  the  heads  of  so  many  painters.  In  a  word^ 
your  house  is  falUng ;  but  what  of  that  P  I  am  only  a  lodger." 
Such  ladUiage  would  amuse  Pope  while  writing  it,  and  still 
more  Jervas  and  Swift  while  reading  and  discussing  it  over 
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fheir  wine,  in  the  spaoioufl  ands^aant  deanery  of  St.  Patrick's. 
Thus  amuBed,  and  000^  with  Homer  and  pleasure,  Pope  was 
not  disposed  to  ayail  himself  of  Blount's  offer  to  accompany 
him  ahvoad.  He  made  a  remoyal,  howeyer,  nearer  London, 
and  ezchaneed  Binfield  for  Chiswick. 

^My  fietther  and  mother,"  writes  the  poet,  ''having  dis- 
posed of  their  small  estate  at  Bmfield,  I  was  concerned  to 
find  out  some  asylum  for  their  old  age ;  and  these  cares  of 
settling  and  fnrmshing  a  house  hare  employed  me  till  yester- 
day (April  19, 1716),  when  we  fixed  at  Chisyrick,  under  tiie 
wing  01  my  Lord  Burlington."^^  The  residence  at  Chiswick 
was  one  01  a  row  of  lofty  houses,  then  recently  erected,  and 
called ''  MawBon's  New  Buildings."  They  stiU  remain,  with 
pollard  elms  in  front,  and  are  situated  dose  to  the  riyer,  but 
at  the  common  landing-place,  surrounded  by  meaner  houses 
and  a  dosdy-inhabitea  neighbourhood.  In  Pope's  time  the 
situation  may  haye  been  more  secluded  and  agreeable.  Be- 
&re  remoying,  he  went  to  bid  his  friends  in  the  Forest  &re- 
weU,  ''parting,"  he  says,  "  from  honest  Mr.  Doncastle  with 
tenderness,  and  from  old  Sir  William  Trumbull  as  from  a 
yenerable  prophet,  foretelling,  with  lifted  hands,  the  miseries 
to  come,  from  which  he  is  fast  going  to  be  remoyed  himself." 
And  Sir  WiUiam  died  shortly  afterwards.  He  again  writes 
to  his  friend  Blount  on  the  subject  of  his  remoyal: 

"lUioiig^  the  change  of  my  scene  of  life  from  Windsor  Forest  to 
the  water-side  at  Chiswick  be  one  of  the  grand  eras  of  my  days,  and 
mi^  be  called  a  notable  period  in  so  inconsiderable  a  histoiy,  yet  you 

"  "*  I  to  another 


csn  scarce  image  any  hero  passing  from  one  stage  of  life 
wfth  so  nradi  tranquillity,  so  easy  a  transition,  uid  so  hmdable  a  be- 
harioor.  I  am  become  so  tmly  a  citizen  of  tJie  world  (9MKX>rding  to 
Plato's  eipression),  that  I  look  with  eqoal  indifference  on  what  I  have 
left  and  on  what  1  haye  gained.  The  times  and  amnsements  past  are 
not  mine  like  a  drcMun  to  me  than  those  which  are  present.  I  lie  in  a 
refreshing  Idnd  of  inaction;  and  haye  one  comfort  at  least  from  ob- 
scurity—^Uiat  the  darknws  hdps  me  to  sleep  the  better.  I  now  and 
then  reflect  upon  the  enjoyment  of  my  friends,  whoin,  I  fancy,  I  re- 
member much  as  separate  spirits  do  us,  at  tender  interrals-Hieither 
intenuptbg  their  own  emp&yments,  nor  dtosether  cardess  of  ours ; 
but  in  generd  constantly  wishing  us  weU,  and  hoping  to  haye  us  one 
day  in  &Bir  oon^Mmy."  ^ 

M  AtheniBom,  July  15, 1854. 

It  Bosooe,  yiiL  865,  corrected  from  the  Athensum  papen  on  Pope. 
1.2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


148  LITB  OF  POPS. 

The  poeir  was  willing  to  forget  his  residence  at  Ghiswick, 
iLA  forming  an  undignified  episode  between  Binfield  and 
Twickenh^.  He  omitted  all  reference  to  it  in  his  printed 
letters,  and  seems  nerer  to  have  mentioned  it  to  Spence  or 
Warburton.  Dennis  does  not  fail  to  acquaint  him  that  he 
may  haye  learned  the  language  of  the  watermen  or  scullers 
from  haying  liyed  at  Ohiswick  as  well  as  Twickenham  ;^  but 
other  writers  were  ignorant  of  the  fact.  In  the  Works  of  Ladj 
Mary  Wortley  Montagu  are  two  letters  which  countenance 
the  common  error  thiS  Pope  remoyed  directly  from  Binfield 
to  Twickenham.  The  first  is  dated  ''  Twick'nam,  Aug.  18, 
1716*'  (but  does  not  im^ly  residence  there);  the  second  is 
dated  Sept.  1,  1717,  and  in  this  Lady  Mary  is  made  to  say : 
"  By  making  the  Iliad  pass  through  your  poetical  crucible 
into  an  English  form,  without  losmg  aught  of  its  original 
beaulnr,  you  haye  drawn  the  golden  current  of  Pactolus  to 
Twiekmham.^*  This  we  belieye  to  be  a  forgery.  It  is  one  of 
those  first  printed  in  the  additional  yolume  ci  Lady  Mary's 
Letters,  puolished  by  Becket  in  1767,  which  Dallaway  re- 
jected as  spurious,  and  is  most  likely*  the  composition  of 
John  Cleland,  who  was  an  adept  in  hterary  fraud,  and  dis- 
reputably connected  with  the  ori^al  publication  of  Lady 
Mary's  correspondence.  The  siTle  of  this  letter,  and  the 
allusions  it  contains  to  the  seraglio  and  to  Pope's  dissatis- 
faction with  Addison,  clearly  indicate  its  spurious  orifi;in. 
Some  other  letters  in  the  same  yolume,  though  adopted  as 
genuine  by  Lord  Wharndifie,  we  haye  little  doubt  were 
fabrications  by  Clelimd.    One,  addressed  to  a  Countess  of 

^  dated  from  Morence,  and  describing  the  Yenus  and 

the  Antinous,  was  assuredly  neyer  written  by  Lady  Mary. 

Two  others  ("To  the  Abbot  of -"  and  "To  the  Count 

")  are  eyidenily  from  the  same  mint,  which,  as  Cleland 

had  resided  in  Turkey,  and  trayelled  widely,  and  was  besides 
a  man  of  talent  and  imagmation,  was  capable  of  producing  a 
base  coinage  little  inferior  to  the  genuine  metal.  John  Cle- 
land, perhaps,  thought  that  he  was  only  repaying  Pope  for 
the  faoricated  use  of  the  name  of  his  father,  William  Cleland  I 

Chiswick,  though  until  recently  oyerlooked  or  neglected  in 
tbe  poet's  bio^phy,  was  the  scene  of  some  of  his  most 
anxious  and  brilliant  intellectual  labours.    Here  he  wrought 

1)  Bemavks  oa  the  Dandad. 
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at  Homer ;  carried  on  one  of  the  most  interesting  portions  of 
Ub  ooneBpondence ;  wrote  in  part,  if  not  wholly,  the  Epistle 
of  Eloisa,^  and  perhaps  the  Elegy  to  the  Memory  of  an  TTn- 
fortnnate  Lady ;  commenced  his  war  with  Cnrll  and  Gibber— 
more  protracted  than  the  sieee  of  Troy — and  superintended 
the  fint  collected  edition  of  his  works.  The  following  note 
to  Martha  Blount,  without  date  or  signature,  seems  to  belong 
to  this  period : 

*'  Mldam, — ^I  am  hero  shidviog  ten  Loan  a  dav;  but  thinkiiig  of 
you  in  spite  of  all  the  learneo.  The  Epistle  of  luoise  grows  wann, 
and  begms  to  have  some  breathings  of  the  heart  in  it,  which  may 
make  posterity  think  I  was  in  bye.  I  can  scarce  find  in  my  heart  to 
leave  out  the  oondnsion  I  once  intended  for  it.  I  am  to  pass  three 
or  fbnr  dm  in  high  loxn^  with  some  company  at  my  Lord  Burling- 
ton's. We  are  to  walk,  nde^  ramble,  dine,  drmk,  and  He  together. 
His  gardens  are  delightfol,  his  music  rayishing;  yet  I  shall  now  and 
then  cast  a  thought  on  Giarles-street.  May  you  hare  all  possible  suc- 
cess both  in  your  devotions  this  week,  and  tout  masquerade  the  next. 
"Whether  you  repent  or  sin,  may  you  do  aU  you  wish ;  and  when  you 
think  of  me,  either  laugh  at  me  or  pray  for  me,  which  you  please.''^^ 

In  tiie  spru^  of  1716,  Pope  had  his  first  and  only  meeting 
with  CurlL  il^lmand  Curll  was  the  most  nnscnipulous  pub- 
lisher of  those  nnscmpulous  times.  He  had  commenced 
business  before  1708,  and  soon  became  notorious  for  offences 
in  print  against  decency  and  propriety — ^for  publishing  private 
letters,!  libels,  and  lampoons ;  and  from  his  practice  of  issuing 
miserable  catchpeanjlivet  of  every  eminentperson  immediately 
after  his  decease,  Arbuthnot  wittily  styled  him,'' one  of  the  new 
terrors  of  death."  The  appearance  of  Curll  must  have  been 
as  auir^  as  some  of  his  performances.  A  contemporary,  John 
Bunde,  describes  him  as  tall,  thin,  ungainly,  and  white-faced ; 
''his  eyes  were  a  liriit  crey,  large,  projecting,  ffoffgle,  and 
purblind;  he  was  splay-footed  and  baker-knee'd;'^  though 
this  last  peculiarity  is  not  very  inteUigible.  To  such  a  ln£- 
crous  outward  man  Curll  adaed  the  utmost  effirontery  and 
conceit,  and  a  certain  amount  of  absurd  devemess,  which  dis- 
played itself  in  rhyming  couplets  and  grandiloquent  adver- 
tismnents.  He  conside^  himself  quite  a  match  for  Pope  in 
prose,  though  he  admitted  that  his  adversary  had  a  knack  in 

"  Sosooe,  viiL  428,  collated  with  the  originaL 
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yersifymg.  Mr.  Pope,  he  said,  was  no  more  a  genilemaD, 
nor  more  eminent  as  a  poet,  than  Mr.  Cnrll  was  as  a  book- 
seller; and  with  respect  to  acquaintance  with  the  great, 
^  where  Pope  has  one  lord,*'  said  Ourll,  '*  I  haye  twenty." 
Such  a  man  was  not  to  be  reached  by  the  shafts  of  wit  or 
satire.  In  the  course  of  his  publishing  career  he  had  been 
fined,  imprisoned,  piUoried,  pumped  upon,  and  tossed  in  a 
bhmket ;  out  he  was  still "  dauntless  Gurll,*'  as  Pope  styled 
him,  and  his  motto  to  the  last  was  the  Scottish  legend,  yismo 
me  impune  lacesnt 

In  rebruary  or  March  appeared  "  The  Court  Poems ;"  or, 
three  of  the  TownEdogues,  by  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu, 
said  to  be ''  published  fiEkithfully,  as  they  were  found  in  a 
pocket-book  taken  up  in  Westminster  ioall,  the  last  day  of 
liOrdWinton's  triaL"  Ourll  was  not  the  sole  publisher,  ^ey 
proceeded  from  a  certain  J.  Boberts,  in  Warwick-street,  who 
states,  in  an  adyertisement  prefixed  to  the  pamphlet,  that, 
upon  reading  the  poems  oyer,  at  St.  James's  Gofiee-house^ 
they  were  attributed  by  the  general  yoice  to  be  the  produc- 
tion of  a  lady  of  quality ;  but  at  Button's,  the  poetical  jury 
pronounced  Mr.  Gay  to  be  the  man,  while  a  **  gentleman  oif 
distinguished  merit,  liying  at  Chelsea,  said  they  could  come 
from  no  other  hand  than  uie  judicious  translator  of  Homer." 
On  the  appearance  of  this  hroehure,  Pope  had  an  interview 
with  Ourll.  He  sent  for  him  to  the  Swan  Tayem  in  Pleet- 
Street,  in  company  with  Lintot,  to  inquire  after  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Court  JPoems.  Ourll  said  theywere  published  by 
Oldmixon  (afterwards  satirised  in  the  j)unciad),  to  whom 
they  were  giyen  by  one  Jacobs,  a  dissenting  teacher;  and 
that  he  (Ourll)  and  another  bookseller  named  Pembeiton 
had  shares  in  the  work  with  Oldmizon.^^    Then  comes  the 

M  Oldmizon  denied  thla,  and  made  CiuU  A  iritneBe  to  his  denial: 

"  Whereas  Mr.  Lintot  or  Mr.  Pope  has  published  a  fidse  and  zidicnloas 
libel,  reflecting  on  seyeral  gentlemen,  particnlariy  on  myself;  and  it  is  said 
therein  that  I  was  the  polisher  of  certain  Terses,  called  Court  Poems,  and 
that  I  wrote  the  pre&oe ;  I  hereby  declare  that  I  never  saw  a  great  part  of 
those  Toses,  nor  ever  saw  or  heard  of  the  title  or  pre&oe  to  them  till  after 
the  poems  were  published.  ^J.  OLDKizoir. 

"yntness.B.CusLL." 

I'fywg  Pott,  April  8, 1716. 

The  libel  alluded  to  by  Oldmixott  was  no  doobt  Pope's  pan^hlet,  pub- 
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ridiooloiui  part  of  the  stoij,  impljiiu^  a  charge  agamst  Pope 
which  Deamis  chamcteriBed  as  '^  bo  black,  bo  doable,  and  bo 
perfidiooB,  that  perhapa  a  Yillain  who  Ib  capable  of  Ireakvng 
open  a  house  Ib  not  capable  of  thatT'  ThiB  Ib  the  poiBonrng 
caBe.  '^  Mybiotiier  Lintot/'  said  Curll,  '^  drank  hiB  half-pint 
of  old  hock,  Mr.  Pope  hia  half-pint  of  Back,  and  like  name 
qnaiKtUyofanemeHefofionfhntii^  Mr. 

rope  Baid, '  Satire  Bhoold  not  be  printed,'  though  he  haB  now 
duoiged  hiB  mind.  I  Baid,  ^  They*  Bhould  not  1^  toroie^  for  if 
they  were  they  would  be  printed.'  He  replied,  'Mr.  Ghijr'B 
interest  at  Court  would  be  greatly  hurt  by  publishing  these 
pieces.'  Ttus  is  all  that  paflised  in  our  triumyirate.  We  then 
parted.  Pope  and  my  brother  Lintot  went  together  to  his 
sho^  and  I  went  home  and  vomited  heartily**  Curll  after- 
waras  improyed  upon  this  stafcement,  and  said  that  Pope  de* 
served  ike  stab  for  the  emetic  effects  of  the  poisoned  haff-pint 
of  canary* 

The  poet  accounts  for  his  yisit  by  stating  (in  the  notes  to 
the  Dunoiad)  that  Curll  meant  to  publish  the^Court  Poems 
as  the  work  of  the  true  writer,  ''a  laAj  of  Quality,"  but 
being  first  threatened,  and  afterwards  punished  for  it  br  Mr. 
Pope,  he  generously  transferred  it  from  her  to  Tnm^  and  eyer 
since  printed  it  in  nis  name.  What  was  the  punishment  f — 
not,  surely,  the  emetic. 

.  Curll's  ludicrous  tale  of  horror  was  eagerly  seised  upon  by 
the  wits,  and  Pope  wrote  **  A  full  and  true  Account  of  a 
horrid  and  barbarous  reyenge  by  poison,  on  the  body  of  Mr. 
Edmund  Curll,  boofaseller,  with  a  fiiithful  copy  of  his  last 
will  and  testament."  This  was  afterwards  foUowed  by  '^  A 
further  Account  of  the  most  deplorable  Condition  of  Mr. 
Edmund  Curil,  bookseller,"  and  **  A  strange,  but  true,  BeU- 
tion,  how  Mr.  Edmund  Curll,  of  Fleet-street,  stationer,  out 
of  an  extraordinary  desire  of  lucre,  went  into  Change-alle^, 
and  was  conyerted  from* the  Christian  religion,  by  certam 
eminent  Jews,"  Ac.  These  works  are  intolerably  coarse. 
The  warfiure  neyer  ceased.  Curll  published  eyeiy  scrap 
which  he  could  rake  out  of  the  sinks  of  literature  against 

lUhed  aaonymoiialy,  on  the  Poisoning  of  Cnril,  in  which  Lintot  is  nude  to 
dedave  that  Oldmixon  gtye  the  Court  Poems  to  the  press,  «nd  wrote  tl^ 
prafiiosb 
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Pope  and  his  Mends,  and  Pope  assigned  to  Oarll  a  oon- 
spicaons  and  degrading  position  in  the  MisoeiQanieB  and 
Pnnciad.  The  bookselkr  was  flattered  hy  the  notoriely  thns 
given  to  his  name.  Pope  and  Swift  against  Cnrll  fonned  an 
nneooal  match,  but  it  was  enoueh,  as  was  afterwards  re- 
marked, to  gladden  the  heart  of  me  bookseller,  that  he  was 
satirised  by  the  same  pens  which  had  been  employed  against 
the  Dnke  of  Marlborough  and  Mr.  Addison. 

What  Lady  Mary  thought  of  the  piracy  is  not  stated.  She 
did  not  leave  England  until  the  month  of  August — ^four  or 
five  months  after  the  publication  of  the  Court  Poems — and 
she  could  not  haye  remained  ignorant  d  what  had  occasioned 
so  much  speculation  and  conto>yersy.  Yet  it  is  curious  to 
find  Pope  writing  to  her  at  Constantinople  respecting  these 
pieces.  "  Your  Edogues,*'  he  says, ''  lie  enclosed  in  a  monu- 
ment of  Turkey,  written  in  my  fedrest  hand;  the  gilded 
leaves  are  opened  with  no  less  yeneration  than  the  pases  of 
the  Sibyls;  like  them  locked  up  and  concealed  from  all  pro- 
fane eyes,iiotie  but  my  own  have  beheld  these  sacred  re- 
mains of  yourself ;  and  I  should  think  it  as  great  wickedness 
to  diyulffe  them  as  to  scatter  abroad  the  ashes  of  my  an- 
cestors.'" This  dedaration  may  have  referred  to  the  three 
Edo^es,  then  unpublished ;  but  in  the  matter  of  the  first 
pubbcation,  we  suspect  Pope  or  Ghiy  was  the  delinquent. 
The  Edogues  have  no  claim  to  be  included  among  the  works 
of  Pope. 

Dennis  was  also  one  of  the  assailants  in  this  controver- 
sial  year  of  1716.  He  published  A  Character  of  Mr,  Papa, 
dated  May  7,  in  reply  to  a  libel  which  he  attributed  to  uie 
noet  He  had  not  been  able,  he  said,  before  that  day,  to 
oorroio  Pope*s  Homer,  but  he  designed  to  read  it  next  day  I 
In  the  mean  time  he  attacked  an  Imitation  of  Horace,  which 
he  characterised  as  more  execrable  than  all  Pope's  other 
works.  We  have  no  account  of  any  Imitation  of  Horace  by 
Pope  at  this  early  period.  He  denies  Dennis's  accusation 
(in  the  notes  to  the  Dunciad),  and  either  ignorant,  or  nre- 
tepding  to  be  ignorant,  of  wliat  Dennis  meant,  taunted  nim 
with  not  mentioning  the  title  of  the  work.  Denms  said  the 
libel  was  ridiculously  called  an  Imitation  of  Horace,  and  the 
author  of  it  was  in  every  respect  the  reverse  of  Horace,  '^  in 
honour,  in  discernment,  in  genius,"  &c    Swift  was  in  the 
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habit  of  tbrowinff  off  short  imitationB  of  the  Boman  poet, 
which  were  pablisaed  anonjmouBlT.  Two  of  these  ridiculed 
Steele  and  j)enni8y  nameLj,  ^  John  Dennis  the  Sheltering 
Foet*s  invitation  to  B.  Steele,  the  ezduded  Parly  Writer/^ 
Ac,  and  the  "^  First  Ode  of  the  Second  Book  of  Horace." 
These  satires,  however,  were  published  in  1714,  and  Dennis 
speaks  of  the  impnted  libel  of  1716  as  having  been  sent  to 
hun  only  a  few  dajs  before  by  two  of  his  friends.    It  is  im- 

irobable  that  copies  of  the  Imitation  of  Horace  published  in 
^  714  should  have  been  transmitted  to  him  for  the  first  time 
in  1716;  the  most  reasonable  conclusion  is,  that  this  satire 
was  an  attack  upon  Dennis  in  continuation  of  those  of  Swift, 
and  was  never  printed.  It  was  then  common  to  hand  about 
manuscript  libels  and  lampoons,  and  the  two  friends  of 
Dennis,  if  such  existed,  were  probably  traitors  in  the  camp 
of  Pope,  of  the  dass  who 

M Slander  help  about, 

Who  uTite  a  libel,  or  who  copy  out" 

This  supposition  would  explain  why  no  copj  of  any  imitation 
of  Horace  by  Pope  in  1716,  or  any  advertisement  of  such  a 
work,  has  been  met  with,  and  also  Pope's  triumphant  denial 
made  afterwards  in  the  Dandad. 

About  this  time  appeared  the  verses  on  Moore,  '*  author  of 
the  celebrated  Worm  Powder."  They  enjoyed  fi;reat  popn- 
larity,  and  were  advertised  by  several  bookseUers — ^''The 
Worms,  a  Satyr,  by  "Mr,  Pope,  price  Twopence*' — ^while  the 
WeekUf  Journal  of  May  5th,  1716,  transferred  them  entire 
to  its  columns.  One  indecent  verse  in  the  poem  (afterwards 
struck  ont)  afforded  fresh  occasion  for  railing  and  accusation 
against  its  author;  andthesewere  further  increased  by  a  still 
more  objectionable  piece  ascribed  to  him,  a  parody  on  the 
Pirst  Pttdm,  wUch  was  also  extensively  advertised.^*  Sir 
Bichard  Blackmore,  in  one  of  his  Essays,  stkmatised  this 
burlesque  as  the  production  of  a  ''  godless  author,"  but  did 
not  name  Pope.  The  poet  made  no  distinct  denial  of  the 
ohazge,  but,  as  Curll  states,  put  an  advertisement  into  the 

»  A  Boman  CttboUc  Yerrion  of  the  FliBt  Psafan,  lisr  the  ue  of  a  Toimg 
Ltdy.  By  Mr.  Pope.  Price  2d.  Printed  lisr  R  Borieie^  in  Amen  Ck>mer. 
— -iJo^r  Camtmt  and  F^ifinff  Pint,  Jona  SO,  1710. 
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Posimmf  offeriiiff  a  zeward  of  three  gaineaa  to  whoerer 
should  diBooYer  the  person  that  sent  the  poem  to  the  press. 
The  eriffinal  copy,  Cmrll  adds,  remained  with  the  pubBsher, 
BurWby  and  was  in  Pope's  handwriting.  There  is  not  a 
copy  of  tiiis  number  of  the  Pottman^  or  Pa«^i(>yy  in  the  British 
Mnsenm,  and  Curll's  assertion  is  no  warrant;  but  it  i&  per- 
haps, to  the  same  afiEair  that  Pope  alludes  in  a  letter  to  Martha 
Blount,  dated  August  7th,  1716:  '' If  you  have  seen  a  late 
advertisement,  you  wSllknow  that  I  have  not  told  a  lie  (iHiich 
we  both  abominate),  but  equivocated  pretty  genteelly.  You 
may  be  confident  it  was  not  done  without  leave  from  my  spiri- 
tual director."^  This  would  scarodj  have  satisfied  Martha's 
father  confessor.  Many  years  afterwards,  Welsted  and 
James  Moore  Smythe  revived  aeainst  Pope  the  charge  of 
having  written  this  burlesque  of  me  Pirst  Psalm.  Toulthe 
other  accusations  which  they  then  made  against  him  in  their 
<<  One  Epistie"  be  renlied  in  the  OruthHreet  Jawmaly  but  on 
this  subject  he  was  suent. 

In  Jmy,  1716,  Pope's  Epistie  to  Jervas  was  published  by 
Lintot.  '  It  was  more  than  an  equivalent  for  all  the  lessons 
that  the  painter  had  given  the  poet!  In  the  autumn  the 
latter  set  off  on  one  of  his  count^  visits,  giving  the  ^'  dear 
ladies"  at  Mapledurham  a  note  of  his  thoughts  and  observa- 
tions. ''  I  am  with  Lord  Bathurst  at  my  bower,  in  whose 
groves  we  had  yesterday  (October  7)  a  dry  walk  of  three 
hours.  It  is  the  place  that  of  all  others  I  £uict,  and  I  am 
not  yet  out  of  humour  with  it,  though  I  have  had  it  some 
months.  It  does  not  cease  to  be  i^reeable  to  me  so  late  in 
the  season;  the  very  dying  of  the  leaves  adds  a  variety  of 
colours  that  is  not  unpleuant.  I  look  upon  it  as  upon  a 
beauty  I  once  loved,  whom  I  should  preserve  a  respect  for  in 
ber  decay;  and  as  we  should  look  upon  a  friend^  with  re- 
membrance how  he  pleased  us  once,  though  now  declined 
from  his  former  gay  and  flourishing  conditirau"^^  A  touch 
of  pathos  as  well  as  poetry. 

Among  the  light  tasks  which  filled  up  the  intervals  be- 
tween tte  publication  of  the  successive  volumes  of  the  Iliad 
may  be  mentioned  the  assistance  given  to  Ghiy  in  some  dra- 

w  Bd8006^  TfiL  480,  odDated  with  tlie  originaL 
"  IhULym:  482,  odltted  iHth  the  original. 
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matic  pieces.  Osj  had,  in  1715,  produced  what;  he  termed 
a  ''tngi-oomi-pastoral  iarce,"  entitled  What  d^ye  CM  Iff 
This  was  looked  upon  as  a  satire  on  the  tragic  poets,  being  a 
trayesiy  of  the  style  of  the  lofty  buskin,  and  is  mostly  in 
rhyming  couplets.  We  can  trace  Pope  in  none  of  the 
scenes,  but  he  may  have  helped  Gay  in  that  beautiful  ballad 
which  begins, 

^  Twas  wlien  the  Mas  were  roaring, 
With  honow  blasts  of  wiad, 
A  damsel  lay  deploring, 
All  on  a  rock  lecUned.** 

Cowper,  the  poet,  had  heard  that  Swift,  Arbuthnot,  Pope, 
f  iQcl  Qw  were  all  concerned  in  the  composition  of  this 
|)aUad ;  out  the  authcor  of  JBlaek-mfed  Suion  could  scarcelT 
iiaye  Teqjarei  such  assistance,  and  Swift  was  then  in  Ireland. 
"We  fiui(7,  howerer,  that  Pope's  hand  may  be  seen  in  A 
Oon^hte Ebji  to  the  last  new  Ibree,  the  What  d'ye  CM  Bf 
though  he  ascribes  it,  in  the  notes  to  the  Dunciad,  as  writ- 
ten **  by  QriflBn,  a  player,   supervised  by  Mr.  Th '^ 

(Theobald).  Pope  may  We  used  these  names,  as  he  did 
that  of  ITonis,  the  apothe<^ury;  and  unquestionably  the 
design  of  this  TSjdj  was  to  ^dte  curiosity  about  Ghiy's  farce, 
and  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  public.  All  the  allu- 
sions are  traced,  and  the  passages  travestied  are  quoted.  It 
is  no  objection  to  this  theory  that  Ghiy  says,  in  a  letter  to 
CoDsreve,  that  the  writer  of  the  Key  .calls  him  (Ghiy)  a 
blocEhead,  and  Vtc.  Pope  a  knaTe— such  occasional  attacks 
were  necessary  to  the  mystification  and  the  success  of  thp 
project. 

fii  January,  1716-7,  Guy's  comedy  of  Three  JSours  after 
Marriage  was  broug^ht  on  the  sta^.  Both  Pope  and  Ar- 
buthnot had  jcnned  in  the  comnosition  of  this  play,  which 
was  amost  unsuccessful  one.  The  whole  action  of  the  piece 
turns  upon  a  low  intrigue,  and  the  incidents  are  foroea  and 
unuaturaL  Possile,  the  husband,  was  designed  to  ridicule 
Dr.  Woodward,  and  we  may  suppose  was  sketched  by 
Arbuthnot.  Sir  Tremendous,  ^the  greatest  critic  of  the 
age,'*  was  Dennis,  drawn  by  Pope.  Pheebe  Olinket  was  said 
to  represent  the  Oountess  of  W inchels^  but  is  more  likely 
to  have  been  Mrs.  OentUvre;  and  Gay's  early*  patronesSi 
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iibe  Dubhess  of  Moxunoathy  was  belieTed  to  be  Baturised 
under  tiie  name  of  the  Countess  of  Hippokekoana.  The 
ftodience  had  with  difficulty  borne  with  some  scenes  of  this 
heary  pleasantry  aad  indecency;  but  when,  in  the  course  of 
the  mtrigue,  two  of  the  characters  were  introduced,  one  as  a 
munuDj  and  the  other  as  a  crocodile  (an  allusion  to  Dr. 
Woodward's  passion  for  natural  history  and  antiquities),  the 
house  rose  and  hissed  the  performance.  It  had,  nowever,  a 
run  of  seven  nights,  and  Gray^  printed  it,  exactly,  he  said,  as 
it  was  acted.  At  the  same  time,  in  the  prefiuse  to  the  play, 
he  acknowledged  that  he  had  receiyed  assistance  from  two 
friends— A  drcumstance  they  would  yeiy  gladly  have  buried 
in  oblivion.  So  much  personal  satire,  with  contemptuoup 
allusions  to  authors  and  critics,  was  sure  to  give  ofbiiQf;  and 
the  piece  called  forth  several  attacks  and  replies.  One  of 
these  was  a  &roe,  in  riiymoj  called  The  Chr^bdfratetf  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Ghiy,  or,  as  Po]^  said,  b^  Captain  brei«l,  a  dra- 
matic and  miscellaneous  wnter.  This  is  a  very  poor  produc- 
tion, its  chief  recommendation  beinff  a  caricature  frontispiece, 
representing  Pope,  Gay,  and  Arbuthno^  the  last  in  the 
Tnghland  dress,  under  which  is  the  following  inscription: 

**  These  are  the  wage  who  hoUDy  did  •dveatme^ 
To  dnb  ftfittce  bj  tripartite  hidentiixel 
But  let  'em  ahaze  their  divideiid  of  praise, 
And  wear  their  own  fooTa-cap  instead  of  bays.** 

Another  of  these  pieces  was  entitled,  A  eamphte  JCw  io  the 
new  JBbree,  cdUed  Three  JBbure  after  Marriage^  wUh  an  Ao- 
eount  of  the  AtUhort,  5y  JS.  Parker^  Philomath.  This  is  a 
real,  not  a  pretended  satire  on  the  play.  The  trio  of  wits 
are  called  ^  stage  buffoons,*'  and  the  writer  says  Pope  and 
Arbuthnot  constantlv  attended  the  rehearsals  al  the  play. 
Gay,  he  thinks,  justiy  deserved  a  cudgel  for  abusing  a  lady 
who  took  him  in  when  he  was  destitute ;  and  he  tells  us  that 
Qnsy  was  amanuensis  to  Aaron  Fill,  next  in  the  service 
of  the  Duchess  of  M.,  and  afterwards  Pope  took  him  "  to 
learn  the  art  of  rhyming,  and  Ghiy  is  now  named  the 
Jabberer."  Such  was  the  style  of  criticism  in  tiiis  polite 
affe ;  and  the  wits,  it  must  be  admitted,  were  as  coarse  as 
the  dunces.  LeonwdWelstedjapoetof  some  talenl^  though 
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florid  and  bombaBtic,  attacked  Gar's  comedy  in  his  PaUenum 
to  OaUa,  a  poetical  epistle,  in  which  he  also  glanced  at  the 
poisoning  oi  Curll,  with  which  he  connected  Arbuthnot— 
"  the  ptaeh  prescribed  the  pnrge  the  foet  gave*' — and  WeU 
sted,  with  others^  was  reseryed  for  yen^^eance  in  the  Dnndad. 
Bat  the  most  important  result  of  this  nnfortnnate  plajwas 
the  fact  that  it  led  to  the  quarrel  and  enmity  between  Tope 
and  GoUey  Gibber,  only  extinguished  by  Pope's  death,  and 
which  fills  so  large  a  space  in  his  satires.  Gibber,  in  account- 
ing for  the  poet's  perseyering  hostility,  states,  that  when  the 
play  of  the  JBehMrsal  was  reyiyed,  hj  command  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  the  part  of  Bayes  fell  to  his  share.  ''To  this  cha- 
racter there  Imd  always  been  allowed  such  ludicrous  liberties 
of  obseryation  upon  anything  new  or  remarkable  in  the  state 
of  the  stage  as  Mr.  Bayes  might  think  proper  to  make." 
Aooordizig^  when  the  two  kings  of  Brentford  descend  from 
the  clou£  to  the  throne,  GoUey,  instead  of  deliyering  what 
his  part  dhrected  him  to  say,  made  use  of  these  words: 
''  Now,  sir,  this  reyolution  I  had  some  thoueht  of  introducing 
by  a  quite  different  contriyance ;  but  my  design  taking  air, 
sopie  of  your  sharp  wits,  I  found,  had  made  use  of  it  "tofore 
me;  otherwise  I  intended  to  haye  stolen  one  of  them  in,  in  the 
shme  of  a  mummy,  and  t'other  in  that  of  a  crocodile."  The 
audience  greeted  the  satirical  sally  with  a  roar  of  applause ; 
but  Pope,  who  was  present,  was  enraged  at  the  actor  s  impu- 
dence. 

'« In  the  swelling  of  his  heart  ^says  Gibber),  after  the  play  was  oyer 
he  came  behind  the  scenes,  with  nis  lbs  pale,  and  his  yoioe  tremhliiig^ 
to  call  me  to  acconnt  for  the  insult;  and  accor^dngly  fell  upon  me 
with  all  the  foul  language  that  a  wit  out  of  his  senses  oonld  he  capa- 
ble oi  'How  durst  I  haye  the  impudence  to  treat  any  gentleman  in 
that  manner?'  ftc  Now  let  the  reader  judge  bj  this  ooneem  who 
was  the  true  maiAer  of  the  child !  When  he  was  almost  dioked  witii 
the  foam  of  his  passion,  I  was  enough  reooyered  £rom  my  amasement 
to  make  him  fas  near  as  I  can  remember)  this  reply:  'Mr.  Pope,  you 
are  iopardmar  a  man,  that  I  must  be  ashamed  to  return  jour  um- 
guage  as  I  ought  to  do;  but  since  you  haye  attacked  me  in  so  mon- 
strous a  maimer,  this  you  may  depend  upon,  that  as  long  as  the  phy 
continues  to  be  acted,  I  will  neyer  fail  to  repeat  the  same  words  oyer 
and  oyer  again.'  Now,  as  he  aooordiiurly  found  I  kept  my  word  for 
seyeral  days  following^  I  am  afraid  he  nas  since  thought  that  his  pen 
was  a  shazper  weapon  than  his  tongue  to  trust  his  revenge  with;  and 
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howerer  just  oanae  this  maj  be  for  his  so  doisn^  it  is,  at  least,  the 
onlj  osose  mj  eonsdenoe  can  charge  me  witL*"* 

GRiere  was  soon  another  cause  for  the  poet's  enmi^.  Cftber's 
play  of  the  Nof^y/ror^  produced  in  the  winter  of  1717,  was 
ezpresdr  desiffned  to  satirise  the  Soman  Catholics  and  Non- 
ycaan  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  insurrection  of  1715. 
He  turned  the  Tartuffe  of  Moli^  into  a  modem  nonjuror. 
^Upon  the  hypocrisy  of  the  French  character/'  he  sm  '^I 
enp;rafted  a  strouffer  wickedneeSy  that  of  an  Suglish  Popish 
pnesty  lurking  under  the  doctrine  of  our  own  churchy  to  raise 
his  fortune  upon  the  ruin  of  a  worthy  gentleman  whom  his 
dissembled  sanctity  had  seduced  into  tne  treasonable  cause  of 
a  Boman  Catholic  outlaw."  The  play  was  highly  sucoeeafnl ; 
it  had  a  great  ron,  Lintot  gave  a  hundred  guineas  for  the 
copyright,  and  it  procured  Gibber  a  donation  of  200L  from 
the  Eongy  besides  paving  the  way  for  his  appointment  as 
Poet  Laureate. 

While  Oibber^s  comedy  was  filling  the  theatre  and  en- 
crosainff  attention,  a  satireonitappetfed  in  thenowfiuniUar 
form  of  A  Oomplste  Eiag^  ezplainmg  the  characters  in  the 
play,  with  obserrations  on  it  Dy  ''  Mr.  Joseph  Gfay."  3%is 
^  oad  piece  of  wit,"  as  Gibber  terms  it,  resembling  Pope's 
^Kjsj  to  the  Bape  of  the  Lock,  he  beliered  to  be  m>m  tiie 
same  pen,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Pope  was  the 
author.  It  is  one  of  the  best  of  his  under^ground  works, 
and  opens  with  some  dever  remarks  on  a  subject  which  Pope 
well  understood — ^the  use  of  wit  and  satire : 

''The  late  Earl  of  Shaftesbniy,  in  his  Essay  upon  Knthnsiami,  has 
a  yeiy  whimsical  thought  conoenunff  the  methods  made  use  of  to 
oppose  GhiistiamiT  in  us  infiui<7^»  ana  thinks  he  could  ha;?e  ooneoied 
the  politics  of  the  Pagan  priesthood,  and  defeated  the  purposes  of  the 
Gospel,  by  a  more  sore  and  certain  engine  than  any  made  use  of  l^ 
^e  ancients.  Whips  and  racks,  fines  and  in^priaomnent,  nay,  e?en 
fire  and  martyrdom  were,  in  hu  opinion,  poor  inatmments  mr  de- 
sfarojing  that  growing  sect :  wit  ana  satire,  faroe  and^ridicole^  play« 
honse  and  pnppet-show  had  done  the  business,  and  answered  the  end 
of  the  persecutors.  Thus,  instead  of  flaying  St.  Bartholomew  aliye, 
had  they  hut  tossed  him  in  a  blanket  befiure  a  mob  andience  in  a 
theatre,  that  sainl^  according  to  him,  mi^t  hare  wanted  a  i^aoe  in 

»  abbei'B  Letter  to  Vr.  Pope,  edit  of  1777,  p.  10. 
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die  Chrintjiip  calendar.  I  take  the  liberfy  to  obsenre,  before  I  oome 
to  Mr.  Gibber,  that  the  Eazl's  project  was  used  with  much  more  wit 
and  inveatloii  than  any  modemay  though  never  so  arrogant  in  thdr 
pretenaiona,  can  preanxne  to  be  maatera  of.  There  was  a  Locian  and 
a  Julian  in  thoae  dava,  wits  of  another  atamp  and  superior  parts  to 
the  Dozfejs  and  Cibbera,  the  rdiffions  oomio  writers  of  our  times. 
The  reaaon  yrhj  I  take  notice  of  uia  observation  is,  that  our  &iend 
CdleT  seems  to  act  upon  the  foregoiDg  principle,  and  thinks  burlesque 
and  orolleiy  proper  weapona  to  encounter  tnose  formidable  enemies 
the  NoDJurora.'* 

Oibber'a  adaptation  of  Molly's  characters — ^not  announced 
durisff  tbe  representation  of  the  play — ^ia  pointed  out : "  Here 
is  Mcmfae'a  true  sterling  dipt  bj  the  hands  of  tbe  ingeniouB 
Gibber;  a  few  letters  eraeed,  but  yet  the  original  stamp  so 
plain  'tis  easy  to  see  to  whom  the  impression  bebngs." 
Another  oharaoteriBtio  sentence  is  this : 

**!  am  here  tempted  to  draw  a  paraM  between  the  two  incom- 
parable poeta  (Shakspearo  and  Cibbw),  but  Shakspeare  ia  dead,  and 
can  receiye  no  heotfa  from  it,  and  mi,  CSbber's  living  modesW  will 
not  aUow  me  to  ahodk  him  with  his  own  praise.  But  I  had  forgot 
that  he  had  borrowed  all  this  plar,  and,  therefore,  recommend  that 
taak  to  himself,  sino^  as  Sir  Samuel  Tuke  said,  upon  his  translation  of 
the  Advmtores  cf  Five  Hours^  a  modest  man  may  commend  what  is 
nothiiown.^ 

This  observation  of  Sir  Samuers,  Pope  afterwards  turned 
into  an  epi^;ram  against  James  Moore  Smythe.  After  a|;ood 
deal  of  cnturism  and  badmqjfef  the  satirist  gives  a  list  of  the 
persona  meant  by  the  characters  in  the  play— names  indicated 
by  initials^'— and  concludes  with  a  Postscript  manifesting 

»  Aa— *<  Sir  John  Woodvfl  U  genenlly  attributed  to  Mr.H— y,  of  C— be. 
The  cokniel  it  Mr.  H.,  a  certain  Whig  relation  of  hifl.  ICr.  Heartljrt  a  certain 
writing  kni^  [Blackmore].  Dr.  WoU;  either  Panl  who  was  hanged, 
Wilton  who  loet  Us  living,  or  Howell  in  Newgate.  Charles  is  supposed  to 
be  a  young  noUeman,  son  to  the  Doke  of  A— 1.    LscKr  WoodvO,  Lady 

Betty  C b    Karia  is  said  to  b«  Miss  H—w  [Sophia  Howe],  on  whom  a 

late  flanons  ballad  was  made  by  an  eminent  hand,  called  Flirtation.  The 
good  old  GoontMB  of  Nig^  and  Day,  the  Lady  B— 1,"  &c.  Ac.  Gibber 
says,  *<  the  given  name**  of  the  anthor  of  this  satire  was  Bamevelt;  but  his 
memoiy  had  misled  him.  ^  Joeei^  Gay"  was  the  assmned  name.  Ckdley 
relates  that  he  had  not  long  before  been  a  sobscriber  to  Pope's  Homer;  "and 
now,"  he  adds,  addnsring  rope,  "to  make  up  oar  poetical  aooonnts,  as  yon 
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wounded  and  indiflmant  feeling.  ''Mr.  Gibber  is  desired  in 
the  next  edition  (n  his  play  to  leaye  ont  the  following  sen^ 
tence:  ''It  is  a  hard  thmg  to  be  forced  to  petition  for  that 
which  might  haye  been  one's  bibthbiqht." 

Pope  at  lensth  emexged  from  these  "  sable  streams'*  by 
publishing  a  odleoted  edition  of  his  poems,  with  the  addition 
of  his  two  most  exquisite  and  TOMsionato  productions — ^the 
Me^y  to  the  Memory  qf  an  Unforiunate  Laefy^  and  the 
JEputle  afJEUriia.  The  Tolume  is  a  yery  handsome  one,  em- 
bellished with  a  ]ax^  portrait  of  the  author,  engrayed  by 
Yerfcue  from  a  painting  by  Jeryas,  and  which  had  preyioudy 
been  issued  in  a  separate  form^  also  with  a  number  of 
yi|;nettes  and  allegorical  designs  by  Ghribdin.  The  publisher, 
Lmtot,  displays  on  the  tiUe-page  his  rubric  sfyle  <n  TeA  imd 
black  lines  alluded  to  in  the  JDonoiad.  The  effect  of  this 
publication  in  increasing  the  popularity  of  the  poet^  and  es- 
tablishing his  fame,  was  great.  ^  Thus  coUecfceo,  the  public 
saw  the  numerous  original  contributions  made  to  our  utera- 
ture  by  a  poet  still  under  his  thirtieth  year;  while  the  two 
new  poems,  the  Elegy  and  Epistie,  for  their  combination  of 
picturesquenM^  melody,  and  pathos,  transcend  all  he  had 
preyiously  written. 

This  collection  was  the  last  of  the  poet's  publications 
which  his  £Either  was  destined  to  see.  The  old  man  had 
reached  the  age  of  seyeniy-fiye ;  but  healthy,  by  temperance 
and  exerdse, 

u  His  life,  thoa^  long,  to  ddmeM  paaa'd  unknown, 
His  death  was  instant,  and  without  a  groan." 

He  died  at  Chiswick,  on  the  28rd  of  October,  1717,  and 
was  buried  there  on  the  26th.'^  "He  had  liyed  to  experience," 

caUod  it,  70a  sent  me  a  note  with  firar  guineas  enclosed  fbr  torn  tickets  for 
the  anthoi's  day  of  fndl  a^ploy  oi  (he  Noi^jwror.^ 

*•  On  Toesday  next  will  be  pnbliahed  a  print  of  Mr.  Alexander  Fope^ 
done  fsom  the  original  painting  of  Mr.  Jenras  bj  Mr.  Tertoe.  Printed  fer 
Bernard  lintot,  between  the  Temple  Gates,  where  his  translation  of  Homer, 
and  aU  his  other  plooes,  may  be  had.— 2)^  Courmd^  Ang.  80, 1715. 

«  On  Wednesday,  Oct  88xd,  died  Mr.  Pope  at  Chiswick,  faOm  of  Mr. 
Pope,  the  £unoas  poet  He  passed  twenty-nine  years  in  priya^. — T^ee^r 
JcwimL 
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aa  Mr.  Bowles  has  obseireiy  *^  the  mateBt  happiness  an  aged 
parent  can  receive,  in  witnessing  tne  &me  and  prosperity  of 
a  son,  whose  natoral  infirmities liad  led  him  to  Knrebode  afar 
different  fate.  He  died  with  the  feelings  so  beautifollj  and 
pathetically  described  by  Dr.  Morell : 

**' Tean,  sncli  u  tender  h^m  shed, 
Wann  from  my  aged  eyes  desoend, 
'FcnioyUiibbik.v^mlamdead 
My  BOH  ahaU haTe  hajsesmd  hd  vbibbdI'"** 

Pope  addressed  to  Martha  Blonnt  a  brief  note^  written  on 
a  small  scn^  of  paper,  announcing  the  event  in  words  which 
seem  to  breathe  the  quintessence  of  ^ef  and  love.  **  My 
poor  father  died  last  night.  Believe,  smce  I  don't  forget  you 
this  moment,  I  never  shalL    A.  Pops."  ^ 


-MMJOr^SOBlM.  OF  ropiAi  HAHimBixnrck 

This  domestic  calamity  brought  into  prominence  one  of 
Pope's  fiiends  and  oexrespondentSy  Bishop  Atteifbury.    They 

«  BonWb  Pope,  vt)L  L  p.  hIiL 

>*  Mr.  B<m]flifiiBt  poblidied  this  intenating  note  (Hie  crigfaial  of  which 
lmowloet),and  had  a  fto-afanile  of  it  cogniYed  ibr  his  wodE,  of  which  a 
copy  lagtvea  ahovei 
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mixed  in  the  same  Bodety.  Atterbmy  had  been  in  oppoei- 
tion  to  the  GbTemment  since  the  deaw  of  Qneen  Anne,  and 
he  had  refaaed  to  aign 

ft  declaration  agreed  to  

by  all  the  other  pre- 
lateSy  condemning  the 
rebeOion  of  1715,  and 
exhorting  the  people  to 
loyaltjr*  He  waa  thus  a 
conroicaoua  member  of 
the  Opposition,  and  his  | 
talentii,  energy,  and  am-  i 
bition  made  him  both 
feared  and  respected. 
He  enjoyed  consider- 
able reputation  aa  a  cri- 
tio  and  controveraialist, 
which,  joined  to  his  clas- 
sical and  poetical  tastes, 
cemented  the  friendsh^) 

between  him  and  Pope.  

The    lat<^    had   sub-  imbbubt. 

mitted  to  him  the  ma- 
nuscript of  his  Preface  to  the  collected  edition  of  his  poetical 
works ;  and  on  the  death  of  the  elder  Pope,  the  Bishop  thus 
condoled  with  his  friend : 

"  Whea  you  haye  paid  the  debt  of  ienderness  you  owe  to  the 
memory  of  a  father,  .1  doubt  not  but  you  will  torn  jcrax  thoughts  to- 
wards miproying  that  aoddent  to  your  own  ease  ana  happiness.  You 
have  it  now  in  your  power  to  pursue  that  method  of  tmnldng  and 
living  which  you  like  best.  Giye  me  leaye,  if  I  am  not  a  litib  too 
early  in  my  applications  of  this  kind,  to  congratulate  you  upon  it; 
and  to  assure  you,  that  there  is  no  man  living  ^o  wishes  you  i)etter, 
or  would  be  more  pleased  to  contribute  anywise  to  ytnir  satisfaction  or 
senrioe.** 

Pope,  understood  the  Bishop's  delicate  allusion  to  his  re- 
ligious opinions,  and  replied  m  a  calm  and  well-considered 
letter: 

"Not.  20, 1717. 

"  Mt  LoBi>,<«-I  am  truly  obliged  by  your  kind  oondolenoe  on  my 
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iatWs  death,  and  the  desire  joa  express  that  I  should  improre  this 
incident  to  my  advantage.  I  (now  your  Lordship's  fiienduiip  to  me 
is  so  extensiTe,  that  you  indnde  in  that  irish  both  mj  spiiitaal  and 
my  temporal  adTantage ;  and  it  is  what  I  owe  to  that  friendship,  to 
open  my  mind  nnreservedly  to  yon  on  this  head.  It  is  trae»  I  haTe 
lost  aparent  for  whom  no  sains  I  oooldmake  wonld  be  any  eaniyalent. 
But  that  was  not  my  on^  tie :  I  thank  God,  another  still  remains 
(and  long  may  it  remain)  of  the  same  tender  nature:  OenUris  ett  mUU 
-*and  excuse  me  if  I  say  with  Euxyalus, 


-neqiMam  Uoymas  perftne  parentii. 


[My  Knil  so  ltd  A  fiurew«D  oonld  not  bear. — DfydmL] 

A  rigid  divine  may  call  it  a  carnal  tie,  but  sore  it  is  a  virtuous  one: 
at  Inst  I  am  more  certain  that  it  is  a  duty  of  natore  to  preserve 
a  good  parent's  life  and  happiness,  than  I  am  of  any  speculatwe  point 
wSatever. 

TgntTun  hijof  qoodconqiie  peridi 
Haoc  ^go^  nunc,  Unqiiam? 

(Tgnonait  of  this, 
Whatever  danger,  noisier  ptitiog  Um, 
Nor  pioos  blnring  taken,  her  I  leave.— DiydBN.] 

Eor  she,  mv  Lord,  would  think  this  separation  more  gtievons  than  any 
other;  and  I,  for  my  part,  know  as  little  as  poor  Eiuyalus  did  of  tlie 
success  of  such  an  adventure  (for  an  adventure  it  is,  and  no  small 
one,  in  spite  of  the  most  positive  diviniiy).  Whether  the  change 
would  be  to  my  spiritual  advantage,  God  Qauy  knows.  This  I  know, 
that  I  mean  as  well  in  the  religion  I  now  profess,  as  I  can  possibly 
ever  do  in  another.  Can  a  man  who  thinks  so  justify  a  chanfle,  even 
if  he  thought  both  eaually  goodP  To  such  an  one,  the  part  of  joinina 
wiUi  anv  one  body  of  Qinstians  mifi^t  perhaps  be  easy :  but  I  thinli: 
it  woola  not  be  so  to  remmnee  the  oQier. 

''Your  liordship  has  formerly  advised  me  to  read  the  best  con- 
trovernes  between  the  churches.  Shall  I  teQ  you  a  secret  P  I  did  so 
at  fourteen  years  old  (for  I  loved  reading,  and  my  father  had  no  other 
books):  thoe  was  a  collection  of  all  that  had  been  written  on  both 
sides  m  the  reign  of  King  James  IL  I  warmed  my  head  with  them ; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  I  found  myself  a  Pupist  and  a  Pro- 
testant by  tions,  according  to  the  last  book  I  read,  lam  afraid  most 
seekers  are  in  we  same  case;  and  when  they  stop,  they  are  not  so 
properly  converted,  as  outwitted.  You  see  how  little  glory  you  would 
gain  by  mv  conversion.  And  after  all,  I  verily  believe  vour  Lordship 
and  I  are  both  of  the  same  reli^on,  if  we  wero  thoroufnlj  understood 
hj  one  another,  and  that  all  honest  and  reasonable  christians  would 
be  sc^  if  th^  did  but  talk  enough  together  every  day ;  and  had 
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noihing  to  do  togethfir,  boi  to  8er?e  €k)d,  and  live  in  peaoe  witii  their 


^Ab  to  the  temporal  side  of  the  ^(neation,  I  can  haive  no  ^Bspnte  vithi 
joa.  It  i»  oeitamy  all  the  beneficial  drcomatancea  of  Cfe,  and  all  the 
shining  ones»  lie  <hl  the  part  jon  would  invite  me  to.  But  if  I  ooold 
faring  mvsdf  to  fanoj,  wnat  I  think  von  do  faut  &noj,  that  I  have  anv 
taleus  for  active  lifej  Iwant  faealtn  foril;;  and  besides  it  is  axeal 
tnith,  I  have  leas  iiTolmatian'(if  posaiMe)  thMi  ability.  Contemplate 
life  is  not  only  my  scene,  but  it  is  my  habit  too.  I  began  my  life 
where  most  people  end  theirs,  with  a  disTelish  of  all  that  the  world 
caUs  amUtion.  I  do  not  know  why  it  is  called  so :  for  to  me  it  ahrap 
seemed  to  be  rather  WSm^tm^  than  62£m3m^  I  will  teE  yon  my  politic 
and  relifiioas  sentiments  in  a  few  words.  In  my  polifcics,  I  Qunk  no 
farther  than  how  to  prefer  the  peace  of  my  life,  m  any  eovemment 
nnder  which  I  live ;  nor  in  my  reliffion,  than  to  preserve  ue  peace  of 
my  conscience  in  any  chnrch  with  which  I  commnnioate.  I  hope 
all  dinrches  and  all  governments  are  so  fer  of  God,  as  they  are 
rightly  nnderstood*  and  rig^th  administered:  and  where  th^  err^  or 
may  be  wronc^  I  leave  it  to  God  alone  to  mend  or  reform  tiiem;  which, 
whenever  he  aoes,  it  mnst  be  by  mater  instruments  than  I  anu  lam 
not  a  Papist,  for  I  renonnee  the  temporal  invasions  of  the  Pi^iMi 

r»wer,  ana  detest  their  arrogated  antlunity  over  Princes  and  States, 
am  a  Gatholio  in  the  strimst  sense  of  the  word.  If  I  was  bom 
nnder  am  absdlnte  Prince^  I wonkL  be  a  quiet  subject;  but  I  thank 
God  I  was  not  Ihavea  due  sense  of  the  eieeUence  of  the  Brituh 
constitution.  In  a  wor^  the  thinffs  I  have  alwajs  wished  to  see  aie^ 
not  a  Eoman  Catholic,  or  a  Prench  Catholic^  or  a  Sranish  CathdJic, 
but  a  true  Gatholio;  and  not  a  King  of  THugs,  or  a  King  of  Tories, 
but  a  King  of  Sngiand.  Wfaidi  God  of  his  mercy  grant  nis  present 
Majesty  may  be,  imd  all  future  Majesties !  You  see,  my  Loro,  I  end 
libd  a  preacher.  TlmiB9eiwaadcbrum,mAiadpoptilm»,  Believe  me^ 
witii  infinite  obligation  and  sincere  thanks,  ever  your/*  &o.*^ 

Thiis  u  Bomewliat  too  kr  in  princ^le  to  have  satisfied  a 
zealous  Ghurctoian  l&e  Atterburj;  but  its  decided  tone  ^le- 
vented  any  formal  renewal  of  the  subjeet;  and  the  politicaL 
liberality  evineed  by  Pope,  with  Lis  loyvl  wishes  for  the 
reigninff  eovereufn,  nraat  have  been  felt  aa  a  check  or  tadt 
reproof  by  the  -pmtmg  bishop,^  who  was  tiien  in  actual  cone-^ 
Bpondence  with  the  eonled  fitnulj. 

To  his  friend  Edwaid  Bbnnt  Fbpe  wrote : 

>«  Letters  of  Mr;  Alexante  Pope,  1787. 
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"Not.  27, 1717. 

''The  qofifllaon  you  proposed  to  me  is  what  at  piesent  I  am  the 
most  unfit  man  in  the  world  to  answer  bj  my  loss  ot  <me  of  the  hest 
of&thers. 

"He  had  Uyed  in  such  a  oonrseof  temperance  as  was  enongli  to 
make  the  longest  life  agreeable  to  him,  and  in  such  a  course  of  pietr 
as  sufficed  to  make  the  most  sudden  death  so  also.  Sudden,  inoeecf, 
it  was :  however,  I  heartily  beg  of  God  to  giye  me  such  a  one,  pro- 
Tided  I  can  lead  such  a  life.  1  leaye  him  to  the  mercy  of  God,  and 
to  Um  piety  of  a  religion limt  extends  beyond  the  graye:  Sipta  eti 

^' He  has  left  me  to  the  ticklish  manafement  of  so  nanow  afortonfiL 
that  «inr  one  fedse  step  would  be  iataL  Mymother  ism  that  dispinted 
state  of  resignation,  which  is  the  effect  of  lon^  life^  and  the  loss  of 
what  is  desr  to  us.  We  are  reaUy  each  c^  us  m  want  of  a  fricmd  of 
soch  an  humane  torn  as  yourself,  to  make  almost  anything  deshrable 
io  us.  I  fed  your  absence  more  tiian  eyer,  at  the  same  time  I  can 
less  express  my  regards  to  you  than  eyer;  and  shaU*make  thi^  which 
is  the  most  sincere  letter  I  eyer  writ  to  yoo,  the  shortest  and  mintest, 
peihaps,  of  any  you  haye  reoeiyed.  '!fis  enough  if  you  refiect,  that 
oar^  to  xememoer  any  person  when  one's  mind  is  taken  up  with  a 
sensime  sorrow  is  a  great  deme  of  lriendshq».  I  can  say  no  more 
but  that  I  bye  you,  and  all  uiat  are  yours;  and  that  I  wish  it  may 
be  y  erf  long  before  any  of  yo6rs  shall  fsel  for  you  what  I  now  feel 
for  my  father.    Adieu  I"" 

It  is  to  this  period  that  we  may  perhaps  Tefer  the  follow- 
ingfragment  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  John  Oaryll,  junior, 
at  Xadyholt,  in  Sussex,  a  copy  of  which  we  obtained  firom  the 
late  Ifr.  Sogers : 

''What  new  seenes  of  life  I  may  enter  into  are  uncertain;  but 
wheseyer  I  may  be,  or  howeyer  engaged,  I  hope  Mr.  Caiyll  and  your- 
self will  eyer  be  so  just  as  to  bdieye  my  whole  heart  at  your  seryice. 
That  must  still  be  left  at  my  own  disposal,  and  whUe  it  is  so  must  be 
entire^  yours.  Be  pleased,  dear  sir,  to  continue  the  fayour  you  haye 
always  shown  to  me,  and  use  your  interest  with  your  good  father, 
that  he  may  do  the  same ;  the  best  testimony  of  which  will  be  the 
satisfaction  you  wiU  both  sometimes  gi?e  me  of  hnring  from  yoo, 
that  you  haye  not  forgot  that  there  is  such  an  one  m  the  woda  as, 
sir,  yeur  most  fJEothful  and  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

"A.P0PB." 
»  Letters  of  Mr.  Alexander  Pope,  1787. 
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The  Oaiylls  yrere  home  friendi,  associated  with  all  Pope's 
domestic  feelings  and  affections.  Of  the  narrow  fortune  left 
the  poet  by  his  fiither  there  are  no  certain  accounts.  Martha 
Blount  said  it  was  about  three  or  four  thousand  pounds.  But 
he  had  been  secured  in  an  annnity,  and  had  inyestments  on 
life-rents  and  lands.  Lnmediatelj  after  his  &ther's  death  he 
is  found  ready  to  advance  one,  two,  or  three  thousand  pounds 
for  another  life  annuity.'^  The  poet* s  ideas  had  expanded 
with  lus  circumstances.  What  would  have  seemed  opulence 
in  the  early  days  of  Binfidd,  when  he  sijghed  for  money  to 
purchase  books,  appeared  a  narrow  fortune  when  the  Homer 
subscription  and  the  patrimonial  stores  had  enriched  his  cof- 
fers. But  the  inheritance^  had  it  been  ten  times  more  in 
amounti  was  well  earned,  and  would  have  been  well  spent. 
Taste  and  hospitality,  and  years  of  still  further  filial  duty, 
were  to  characterise  the  poet's  limited  household. 

The  death  of  his  father,  however,  suggested  another  chan^ 
of  residence;  and  after  idbout  two  busy  years  spent  at  Chis- 
wick.  Pope  removed  further  up  the  Thames  to  Twickenham, 
to  that  celebrated  spot  where  he  was  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  to  embellish  which  was  his  &Tourite  occu- 
pation and  supreme  delight.  He  took  a  lon^  lease  of  a 
house  and  fiye  acres  of  land  at  Twickenham,  and  immediately 
set  about  the  work  of  improvement.  After  a  twelvemonth's 
residence  he  wrote  to  his  firiend  Jervas,  then  in  Ireland: 

"  Hie  historv  of  my  transplaiitation  and  settlement  would  reqnire  a 
volume,  wete  I  to  enumerate  the  many  projects,  difficulties,  vicissi- 
tudes, and  various  fates  attending  that  miportant  part  of  my  life ; 
much  more  should  I  describe  the  many  draughts,  elevations,  profiles. 
persMotifes,  fta,  of  every  palace  and  garden  proposed,  intenoed,  ana 
napply  raised  bjrthe  streE^thof  that  facultv  wherein  all  great  geniuses 
excel— imsffination.  At  kst  the  ^ods  ana  fate  have  fixed  me  on  the 
borders  of  ue  Thames,  in  the  districts  of  Blohmond  and  Twickenham. 
It  is  here  I  have  passed  an  entire  jent  of  my  life,  without  any  fixed 
abode  in  London,  or  more  than  casting  a  transitory  glance— for  a  day 
or  two  at  most  in  a  month— on  the  pomps  of  the  town.  It  i»  here  I 
hope  to  receive  you,  sir,  returned  from  eternising  the  Irebnd  of  this 
age.  Per  you  my  structures  rise;  for  you  my  colonnades  extend 
their  wings;  for  you  my  groves  aspire  and  roses  Uoom.** 

**  Athouram,  July  8, 18S4. 
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This  letter  is  dated  December  12, 1718,  but  the  date  must 
be  erroneous.  Mention  is  made  in  the  letter  of  the  death  of 
Garth,  and  Pope  assames  that  Tervas  must  have  heard  many 
tales  on  the  subject;  but  Ghrth  did  not  die  until  a  month 
after  this  time,  Januur  18, 1718-9. 

Twickenham,  or  **  Twitenham,'*  as  he  preferred  to  write 
it,  was,  in  its  general  character  and  situation,  preciselj  such 
a  spot  as  Pope  loyed  and  desired.  It  was  suburban  and 
quiet,  easy  oi  access,  and  near  to  London,  from  which  he 
never  could  be  long  absent.  It  was  in  a  richly  cultivated 
neighbourhood,  presenting  the  finest  parks  and  the  greenest 
yeraure,  with  shady  walks  on  all  sides,  and  his  &yourite 
riyer  flowing  ^ast  his  house  and  garden,  a  ''broad  mirror," 
that  imaged  ms  sloping  lawn,  or  fireen  plat,  with  its  one 
willow-iree  planted  bj  his  own  hand,  his  flowers  and  grotto. 


FOPB*8  VILLA. 


The  house  was  but  an  ordinary  habitation,  and  received 
litUe  embellishment,  though  the  poet  delighted  to  spread 
architectural  designs  over  backs  of  letters  and  stray  scraps 
of  rejected  poetry  and  paper.'^  He  eschewed  the  temptation 

^  The  old  prints  represent  the  vilU  u  having  sevenl  msen,  low  houses 


Digitized  by 


Google 


198  Lino7POPB« 

into  wbich  ft  greater  geniua  fell,  of  bufldmg  a  romance  in 
Btono  aadlime.  ^  A  new  bailding/'  he  said,  ''is  like  a  new 
charch ;  when  once  it  is  set  up  you  must  maintiiin  it  in  aH 
&»  fonoBy  and  with  all  the  inoonTeniences;  ikea  cease  tiia 
pleasant  luminous  days  of  inspiration,  and  there  is  an  end  of 
niraeles  at  oncet"  The  limited  extent  of  his  grounds,  and 
their  loTel  uniformiir^,  cnuallj  protected  him  fiom  Shenstone's 
«ffror  of  wasting  his  fortune  on  hill  and  -dale,  lawn  and 
tiuoket.  He  hM  no  blue  hills,  or  gleaminff  lakes,  or  tum- 
bling waterfidls.  His  little  domain  was  easify  colti?ated,  jet 
it  braune,  under  his  hands,  like  Shenstone's  Leasowes,  ^the 
enyj  of  the  great,  and  the  admiration  of  the  skilfuL"  OHbe 
Twickenham  mansbn  is  described  as  consisting  of  a  small 
<<  body,"  with  a  sma£l  hall,  payed  with  stone,  and  two  small 
parlours  on  each  side ;  the  upper  story  being  disposed  on  the 
same  plan.  The  wings  at  the  sides,  which  figtoe  in  most  of 
the  engrayings,  and  which  contained  handsome  rooms,  witti 
bay-windows,  were  added  after  Pope's  death,  by  his  successor 
in  the  Tilla,  Sir  William  Stanhope,  brother  c£  the  Barl  q{ 
(AestodbUL^  It  was  in  planting  and  laying  out  his  grounds, 

iaitinriflpflwmnninfli  tiose  to  the  ibnati  indaaflfrfgnmcnlbBTotflioom* 
I  Wvtartoiif  BsjB  • 

^€lo8e  to  the  grotto  of  the  Twiolnnham  lMid» 
Too  dote — ei^oliis  a  tasner^s  yard, 
flo  vena  and  proee  wn  to  each  other  tle^ 
So  Wartrarton  and  Pope  aOSed.*' 


*  fikl^mam  mcswiae  added  four  acsrea  to  the  pleasnm-groimdi. 
acfBaireraiihfln,  aoootding  to  Mr.  Bowles  Q806),  kept  **  levelled  irith  tha 
WBy^xB,^  and  luvHng  **«temal  eerpentfaie  irakks,  fatot^waed  irith,  hen  and 
thoe^  an  nm  and  aome  flne  oedaia.**  Prom  Sir  WBliam  Stanhqie  the  villa 
deeoended  to  Ueaoii-in-law,  Wellebore  Em%  Lord  Ifendip,  who  died  in  1808. 
It  was  entailed  hy  Sir  William  Stanhope  on  whoever  ahoold  be  &Bl«r 
Ghertflrileld.  The' eari  who  obtained  it  had  UtUepeetayeriranted  money, 
and  he  told  it  by  aoction.  In  1807  it  came  by  pmrchaae  into  the  pceeewion 
of  the  Baronees  Howe — a  lady  who  married  Mr.  Phippe,  the  ocoiUst^  after- 
wards Sir  Wathen  Waller— «nd  the  Pope  mansion  was  ntaed  to  the  grovndy 
Lai^  Howe  constructing  another  house  aboat  a  hundred  yards  from  the  site 
of  Pope's  residence.  lUs  Tandalism  gave  rise  to  some  bitter  epigrams 
wlddi  mi^t  have  soothed  the  insulted  shade  of  Pope.  Mr.  Sogers,  the 
poet,  we  believe,  had  an  intention  of  purchasing  the  vflla,  but  was  deterred 
by  a  npott  that,  from  its  classic  assodatiotts,  it  was  saie  to  Ibtch  a  veiy 
liuge  som.  In  reslity,  the  villa  did  not  produce  one-half  of  what  was  ez« 
^fi^ed.    Who  but  must  i<^gret  that  the  poetical  mansion,  whidi,  in  the 
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mdiH  tiieixmstrnctioii  vcti  deooration  of  liis  srotto  and  mi- 
niatare  embeUiahmento,  that  the  poet  ezerciBed  hia  ingenuit^y 
and-eanied  out  hia  piinciplea  of  Wdacape  gardeninff.  ThiB 
had  long  been  afa?oiiiite  stndywith  him.  In  1718  he  wrote 
an  eaa^  on  the  aulgect  for  the  Chiardian^  in  which  he  hap- 
pily zidicoled  the  modem  practice  of  aubstdtnting  fantastical 
operations  c^artfcr  the  amiplicity  and  yariety  of  nature.  ''A 
citi2en,"he  said,  ^  is  no  aooner  proprietor  of  a  couple  of  jrewa, 
bntbe  enterteina  the  thought  of  erecting  them  into  giantSi 

liiadi  ftf  Ific  Bogoiy  would  luve  flootiniied  a  ten^Ie  of  the  Hasefl,  and 
tibxoim  open  its  door  to  ereiy  pflgilm  of  iatte  and  r^ement,  was  doomed 
to  eazlj  and  oomplete  destnction?  One  inetanoe  of  Tenentkni  fn  the 
poet* •  memoty  In  oomiezioii  with  tlili  yilla  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Boides. 
Sir  WQUam  Stanhope  sent  cottingi  of  his  willow  (irhicfa  ftll  to  the  gronnd 
about  1801^  into  Tuions  parts  of  Snrope,  and  In  partiealar  to  the  iSmpress 
of  Bussia,  m  1780.  The  Twickenham  irQlow  was  said  to  be  the  origfaial  of 
an  the  weqdng  willows  in  oar  gardens,  having  been  bron|^t  fixm  the  Eu- 
phrates by  Mr.  Temon,  a  Tinlwy  merchant.  In  the  Hortos  Kewensis^ 
aowerar,  the  weqiing  willow  is  stated  io  have  been  cnltiTated  at  Hampton 
€oait  in  1603.  fSee  London's  Azberetmn.)  Pope's  grotto  stffl  exists, 
thoo^  divBSted  en  the  (jittering  spais  and  minors  with  which  he  had 
deoQcatedH.  The  siting  for  which  the  poet  desired  a  goaidian  nymyph  hi 
acnlptoze  had  fbr  years  disi^peared,  when  about  1842  it  was  discoyerod 
and  made  to  aow  into  a  stone  dstem.  Two  loffy  cedars  raise  their  prond 
tope  hi  tin  yprthem  gardm,  doobtless  ramains  of  his  wildemeas.  ^%knt 
UMg,  184S.)  Mr.  William  Howitt  also  mentions  the  existence  of  many  of 
those  trees  which  Pope  planted  fbr  posterity— Spanish  chesnnts»  elms,  and 
oedas%  which  stm  ornament  the  g;romidi,  though  the  walks  snd  ahrobbedea 
hare  been  broken  vp.  Indeed,  the  altera&ms  made  by  Sir  William  Stan- 
liope^beAve  the  wo^  of  rathless^Hation  commenced,  destroyed  in  a  great 
measoie  the  intereA  and  olcwiocfar^  Pope's  Tilla.  So  esily  as  1760  we  find 
fibrsoe  Wafa>ele  lamenting  what  he  caUs  **the  prirate  woe**  in  his  nei^ 
boohood.  '*Shr  WiUiam  Stanhope,"  he  says,  "boog^  Pope's  house  and 
garden.  Hie  ibnner  was  so  small  and  bad,  one  could  not  avoid  pardoning 
his  hoQowfaig  oQt  fliat  fiagment  of  the  rode  Paznassos  into  habitable  cham- 
bers—hot  wodld  yon  belteve  it,  be  has  cot  down  the  sacnd  groves  them- 
aehresl'  In  short,  it  was  « little  bit  of  gronnd  of  iire  acres,  eodosed  with 
4hi«a  lanes;  and  seeing  nothing.  Pope  had  twisted  and  twirled,  and 
diymed  and  harmonised  this,  till  h  sppeared  two  or  three  sweet  little  lawns 
opening  and  opening  beyond  one  another,  and  the  irtiole  sorroonded  with 
l£lck,&penetrable  woods.  Sir  WHliam,  by  advice  of  hie  son-in-law,  Mr. 
EDis^  has  hadwd  and  hewed  these  groves,  wriggled  a  winding  gravel  walk 
throng  them  with  an  edgfaig  of  shrubs,  in  what  they  cell  the  modem  tasle^ 
and,  in  short,  has  desired  the  three  lanes  to  walk  in  again— and  now  is 
Ibtoed  to  shut  them  out  again  by  a  wall,  for  there  was  not  a  Muse  could 
walk  there  but  she  was  spied  by  evenr  countey  ftDow  that  went  by  with  a 
p^hihismoitth.'*— Wa^letoSirUofaoelCann,  JuaeaO,  1760. 
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like  tihoBe  of  Guildhdl.  I  know  an  eminent  cook  who  bean* 
tified  hii  oonnirj-seat  with  a  coronation  dinner  in  greena, 
where  70a  aee  tlie  diampion  flouriahing  on  honeback  at  one 
end  of  tiie  table,  and  the  aneen  in  perpetual  jonHb.  at  the 
other."  In  tiie  manner  01  Addiaon,  he  gaye  a  hnmorooa 
catalcmie  of  theae  monatroeitiea^Bnch  aa  Adam  and  Ere  in 
yew,  rToah'a  Ark  in  hoUy,  St.  Qeoam  in  box,  the  Black 
Prince  in  crpreaa,  Ac  Eren  where  andi  ridictdona  yiolationa 
of  taate  ana  propriety  were  not  attempted,  the  atiff  and  formal 

ale  of  the  fVench,  Dnteh,  and  Itanan  Rardenera  waa  gene- 
L7  adopted;  and  Pope  waa  among  the  nrat  to  peroeiTe  and 
point  oat  ita  defecta.  The  rolea  of  ornamental  gardening 
he  haa  expreaaed  in  one  of  hia  terae  coapleta: 

**Hi»  grim  all  cndi,  irho  pimringly  ooirfboiidi» 
SmpriMi,  Taikt,  and  oonoetk  the  boaidi.** 

Glnmpa  of  treea  he  compared  to  groupa  in  pictorea.  Dis- 
tance waa  giren  by  darkening  them,  imd  b^  narrowing  the 
plantation  towarda  the  end,  aa  ia  done  in  pamting;  and  this 
atudj  of  pictoreaqoeneea  ^ptdoallj  gained  ground.  Bridg- 
man  had  commenced  hia  improrementa  in  Stowe  Ghurdens, 
and  Kent  aucceeded  Bridgman,  with  hia  effecta  of  perapectiTO, 
light,  and  shade.  ''Ghroupaof  treea  broke  too  unuoim  or  too 
exikenaiye  a  lawn ;  evergreena  and  woods  were  oppoaed  to  ti^e 
glare  of  the  champaign ;  and,  where  the  view  was  leas  fortu- 
nate, or  BO  much  exi^sed  as  to  be  beheld  at  once,  he  blotted 
out  some  parts  hy  tiiick  shades,  to  dinde  it  into  Tarieiy,  or 
to  make  the  richest  scene  more  enchanting  by  reseiring  it 
for  a  further  adyance  ol  the  spectator.*'  Thia  description,  br 
Walpole,  of  the  principles  on  which  Kent  worked— thou^ 
he  often  fidled  in  realising  them— harmonised  exacUy  with 
the  yiews  of  Pope.  The  scene  of  the  poet* s  operationa  waa 
indeed  small,  not  much  larger  than  his  fayourito  model,  the 
garden  of  Alcinous,  which  comprised  four  acres;  but  Pope 
and  Kent  were  at  least  a  matcn  for  Homer  in  omamentel 
gardening;,  and  the  Twickenham  fiye  acres  ultimatelj  boasted, 
amidst  their  winding  walks  and  recesses,  a  shell  temple,  a 
large  mount  (the  woA  of  Kent),  a  yineyard,  two  small  mounts, 
a  Dowling-green,  a  wilderness,  a  groye,  an  orangery,  a  garden- 
houae,  and  kitchen-garden.  Amidst  these  tiie  poet  loved  to 
plant  and  replant,  pull  down  and  build  up,  assisted  some- 
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times  hj  his  difltingaiBhed  Tisitonii  indttding  ibe  gallant 
Peterborough. 

<<  And  he  whose  lig^itniDg  pieraad  th*  IbttUn  Udm, 
Now  fimm  my  qidnconx  end  now  nuke  my  yfaies ; 
Or  tamee  the  gohis  of  the  stubborn  pUin, 
Abnost  M  q;id^y  M  he  oonqner'd  Spain.** 

IwUL  qfffar.  Sat  L 

The  grotto  waa  in  some  meaaure  a  work  of  necesaiiy.  Hia 
mnnds  were  dinded  hv  the  public  h^hwav  leading  from 
Bampton  Oourt  to  Lonaon;  and  to  obviate  the neoesnty  and 
unpleasantness  of  crossing  the  road  to  reach  the  larger  por- 
tion of  his  ornamental  groundsi  the  poet  constructed  what 
honest  John  Searle,  his  gardener,  in  his  plan,  calls ''  The 
Under-ground  Passage,"  but  which  his  poetical  master  dig- 
nified ^th  the  name  of ''  The  Ghrotto."  The  best  description 
of  this  highlj-prized  work  of  art  (on  which  Martha  Blount 
says  he  expended  aboye  lOOOJ. ;  while  Searle,  as  refiorted  by 
CurQ,  says  the  poet  spent  on  his  gardens  and  other  improTe« 
ments  about  6000L)  is  contained  in  one  of  Pope's  letters  to 
Edward  Blount.  The  daughters  of  his  Mend  had  been  Tisitmg 
in  Twickenham,  and  were  often  in  the  poet's  garden,  teach- 
ing him  how  he  could  best  run  up  and  down  ms  mount  and 
thratd  his  walks: 

*<  Twick*nam,  June  2, 1736. 

''Let  the  youo^  ladies  be  assured  I  make  nothing  new  in  my 
gardens  without  wishing  to  see  the  print  of  their  fairy  steps  in  every 
part  of  them.  I  hare  pat  the  hut  hand  to  my  works  of  this  kind,  in 
hafjrpily  flnishing  the  sobtenaneons  way  and  grotto.  I  there  fonndf  a 
nmng  of  the  d^ffest  water,  which  fidls  in  a  perpetual  riU,  that  echoes 
tnro'  the  cayem  day  and  night.  From  the  nver  Thames,  yon  see 
thro'  my  arch  ap  a  walk  of  the  wilderness,  to  a  kind  of  open 
temple,  wholly  oompos'd  of  shells  in  the  rostio  manner;  andfrom  that 
distanoe  under  the  temple  yon  look  down  thro'  a  sloping  arcade  of 
trees,  and  see  the  sails  on  tne  riyer  passing  suddenly  and  vanishing^ 
as  tmo'  a  perspeotive  glass.  When  youshat  the  doors  of  this  grotto, 
it  becomes  on  the  insunt,  &om  a  luminous  roopi,  a  camera  obsoora ; 
on  the  walls  of  which  all  objects  of  the  river,  hills,  woods,  and  boats, 
are  forming  a  movinj^  picture  in  their  visiUe  radiations;  and  when 
you  have  a  mind  to  hffht  it  up,  it  affords  you  a  very  different  scene. 
It  is  finished  with  sh^  interspersed  with  pieces  ot  looking-^ass  in 
an^^olar  forms;  and  in  the  ceiling  is  a  star  of  the  same  material,  at 
which,  when  a  lamp  (of  an  orbioolar  figure  of  thin  alabaster)  is  hung 
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the  dm. 

"There  are  comiflctacl  to  this  mtto,  hj  a mirower  piaaM,  two 


pocdieB:  one  towards  therirc^cx  smoott  atones  foil  tt  lig^aad 

n;  Ae  other  towaid  the  niaeo,  shadowed  with  treei^  rau^witii 
I,  flints,  and  iron  Ofo.  The  bottom  is  pared  with.  miq^IwbUe^ 
asisalsothea^oiiiiBgwalkiDmlhewildenieas  to  the  teaa^itt  tiie 
natoial  tastcL  agreeing  not  iU  with  the  little  ddraing  nmnnnr,  and 
the  aqutio  idea  of  the  whob  plaoe.  ItwaDtsnotlnngtooomq^leteit 
Jiot  a  good  8tatii&  with  an  inscmtkn^  ]il»  that  beaUBM  anti^ 
wlddi  jon  know  I  am  so  fond  olT 


''ITjiBph  ftf  ths  grot,  tewBMnd  ipriBp  I  Impk 
Aad  1o  4he  nmnmir  of  Oms  wstaB  dMp ; 

Jjid  dziiik  In  jflenoi^  or  in  iOaios  ]sv«! 

'Toall  think  I  hare  been  TcsTpoetksal  in  this  deso^taon,  but  it 
is  prettrnear  the  tmiL  I  wish  joa  were  here  to  beiyr  testimony 
how  little  it  owes  to  srt^  eiifter  the  ^aoe  itself  or  the  imsge  I  ajfe 
ofit.**»  — *     e- 

There  amean  an  ezoesa  of  deoontioii  here — shells^  span, 
pieoes  of  looking-g^ass,  star  ceiliiig^  camera  ob60iii%  Ao. — 
which  must  have  made  the  grotto  appear  oat  of  keeping  idth 
&e  diaster  slrle  of  tlie  garden  and  ornamental  ^pronnds. 
GEbe  general  efect^  howerer,  may  ha?a  been  pleaamg,  md 
some  degree  of  embeUishment  was  neoeesary  to  relim  tiie 
gloom  and  blankness  of  a  sobtecranean  passage.  Tbe  kind- 
nees  of  fiiends  may  also  have  added  more  than  the  poet 
desnedy  but  could  not  well  reject.  One  of  his  most  liberal 
contributors  was  the  Dowager  Duchess  of  Glerelandy  of 
Baby  Oastle,  who  sent  clumps  of  amethyst  and  pieoes  of 
apar.  Dr.  Borlaae,  the  Oomish  antiquary,  contributed 
largely  of  his  natiye  diamonds,  ores,  and  Tarious-coloured 
mimdic;  Lyttelton  procured  red  spar  from  lead  mines; 
Spence  gave  pieces  of  lava  brought  from  Mount  Yesuyius, 
and  a  fr^iment  of  marble  fiN>m  the  grotto  of  SIgeria;  Gilbert 


Lettea  oTIfi;  Abzaader  Pope,  1787. 
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West  Bent  petrifiictioiui ;  and  fromYariouB  other  parties  were 
ooDeoted  fosaOs  from  the  petrifying  emring  at  Eniu^bcm)ngli, 
yerd  antigae  fiom  Egypt,  marble  irom  Plymouth,  Kerry 
Btones  and  Bristol  stones,  cold  ore  from  the  f  eruyian  mines, 
silyer  ore  from  Old  Spaizi,  Brazil  pebbles,  coral  and  petrified 
moss  from  the  West  Indies,  humming-birds  and  theur  nests, 
crystals  from  the  Harts  mines,  &e.  Among  the  latest  con- 
tributions were  incrustations  from  Mr.  Allen,  Bath,  and  a 
mass  of  carious  stones  to  form  axiimitation  of  a  ruin  tA  the 
entrance  to  the  grotto,  and  some  stones  from  the  Giant's 
Causeway  fas  yet  Staffii  and  its  basaltic  colunms  were  unex- 
plored by  tne  scientific),  which  were  presented  by  Sir  Hans 
Bloane.  At  the  entrance  to  the  grotto  was  inscribed  on  a 
stone  the  line  from  Horace: 


SeontaiiL  iter  ee  ikOentif  Bemits  yto. 

[Ot  down  throned  life  imkiiowii  to  stnjr, 
whflra  lonflly  leada  tho  rilent  iniy.— /Vtmoif.] 

To  the  dose  of  his  life  the  noet  continued  to  make  addi- 
tions to  the  grotto  and  grounds;  and  the  fidlo wing  hitherto 
unpubHshed  correspondence  with  Dr.  Oliyer,  Bath,  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  publisher,  Mr.  Heniy  G-.  Bohn : 

'<  Oct  8I]^  1740. 

''Snt,— I  am  ashamed  not  to  have  wiitteii  to  you  so  lonff,  ashamed 
not  to  haye  wiitten  to  joxur  friendB,  Mr.  Bor&se  and  lu.  Cooper, 
more  than  onoe,  to  each,  men  their  fayonis  to  me  haye  been  repeated 
in  the  most  yalnable  and  most  durable  presents  of  gems  and  marble. 
But  I  haye  been  sta^ringr  by  what  means  to  jg^ye  them  some  tokens 
of  my  zBOODnissanoe;  ai^  you^  Sir,  m  helpmg  me  to  do  this,  wiS 
oblige  me  yet  more,  than  in  yomr  assistanoe  to  proonre  themateriala 
themsdyes  of  all  my  present  pride  and  my  pteasnre.  The  work  is 
executed  m  a  manner  that  I  thmk  would  ploue  them ;  and  I  only  wiab 
I  mKj  erer  have  an  opportanity  of  addng  their  i^probation  upon  a 
sight  of  it.  Som^iingX  would  send  tiiem,  if  yon  oonMtdl  me  what; 
something  that  might  please  them  but  the  twentieth  part  as  much  as 
they  haye  pleased  me.  In  the  mean  time,  pray  write  and  tell  them 
that  I  am  placing  two  marble  inscriptions,  one  over  the  grotto,  wbkb 
is  spar  and  mineral,  and  one  oyer  i£e  pcmdu  which  is  marble,  ajving 
thenr  names  to  each  of  those  parts  to  which  \hcr^  haye  respectiyely 
been  oontiibnton.  And  I  design  you  a  ^o/il  (which  is  the  honour  m 
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a  pb  jBidan)  to  so  by  TOtin  with  a  perennial  Sjmna,  br  Mr.  Allen's. 
I  naye  entirety  finieliea  all  except  the  ootward  ta^aoB,  wnioh  my  Lord 
Bulington  opiniates  shonld  be.  of  the  same  matecials— PJ^month 
marbles  and  spars.  Bnt  here  my  stores  fail:  I  hare  not  a  stone^  nor  a 
diamond  or  mineral  left.  I  expeot  a  few  fnm  Wales,  but  not  this 
autmnn,  and  perhaps  by  next  year  I  may  be  nnder  the  earth,  but  not 
inmy  grotto;  and  I  nrotest  I  am  so  fond  of  it,  that  I  shoold  be  more 
SORT  to  leave  it  rninnished,  than  any  other  work  I  at  present  can 
think  of. 

"  I  hope,  in  a  month's  time,  or  not  mnbh  longer,  to  have  the  plea> 
sure  of  seeing  you  at  Bath,  uid  of  renewing  my  obligations  to  yon. 
BeUeye  me,  sir, 

^  Your  most  affectionate,  humUe  serfanL 

"ATPopb." 

AddiVMd  **ToDr.OUver,aihislumM,Bi4fa.'' 

On  the  blank  page  inside  of  Poue's  letter  is  the  following 
repl^  by  Dr.  Oliver — obyiouslj  a  nrst  draft,  which  acoonnta 
for  its  not  being  signed: 

><  Bath,  Oet  15th,  1740. 

**  Six,— I  heartify  ooDgntalata  yon  on  your  hsring  broo^  your  mtk 
lODeartaperfiKtkiiitlnwhIdiyoaMemtotakaso  maehd^gfat;  hatyoa 
most  pardon  ma  if  I  caa*t  beum  that  any  adamant  wffl  ba  ai  laatfaig  as 
your  prodnctlons  upon  paper.  Ton  do  ua  too  mndi  honour  by  giving  oor 
aamaa  a  place  In  yoor  grotto,  though  we  aUhava  iodi  atrai^p  kiu^ogi  al^ 
immoctality  that  wa  cannot  bat  be  proud  of  wliat  wa  aia  eooaoioiit  wa  do 
not  dMerra.  I  think  I  have  heard  Mr.  AUn  Idnt  that  you  designed  to 
liimmrthepiiUlewlthadeeeriptlonofyoorniinei  yoaeaa*tbatbeUefenia 
impatieot  to  eee  it,  and  thongh  I  don't  donbt  bat  that  erenr  diamond  has 
aoqaired  new  loatre  from  ita  artftil  dlspositloD,  yet  it  will  aUne  muoli 
brigliterinyoarlineetlianitcandolnyoar  grottOr  I  mast  beg  of  you  to 
let  me  know  partieolaxly  wliat  qaanti^  of  marble  spar  or  dlamondi  yoa 
want  far  the  flnUhfag  the  £ii9ade,  end  I  wHI  fanmedlately  deilre  anr  iMoida 
to  soppily  yoa  with  ill  expedition.  Thqr  will  i^adlyoontzlbote  all  In  their 
power  to  obUge  him  by  wbom  they  wffl  think  theoMelTai  and  me  eo  maeh 
obliged.  Bat  if  you  are  dlepoeed  stfll  toadd  to  the  faroora  aheadyimpoeed, 
aadwillmakeme  the  Judge  of  what  win  pliaaie  them,  I  moat  be  inffaMDoed 
by  the  pleeaore  I  myadf  ftlt  upon  reoeiving^yoar  woite^  of  which  I  know 
their  opioion  to  be.  Sir,  you  make  this  month  tefiooa  by  jpcomlifaig  to  aea 
me  in  the  next  I  hope  to  meet  yoa  In  a  state  of  health  l&e^  to  laat  yoa 
many  yean  above  grouid;  bat  whenever  the  wodd  is  robbed  of  yoo,  where 
can  yoa  be  better  deposited  than  In  yoor  own  grotto?  far  I  know  yoa hsTO 
no  ambition  to  be  laid  near  kinga,  and  lie  wlm  you  wHl,  yoor  own  worica 
mast  be  yoor  everlaating  monamant" 

Mr.  Bohn  also  posaesaea  a  firagment  of  a  letter  by  Pope 
reapectinff  the  ffrotto,  accompanii^  hj  the  following  pen-and-^ 
ink  sketch  bj  the  poet : 
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**  In  the  mean  time,  ini  take  jcmr  adrioeb  and  go  on 

with  m J  ^ft^thing^  the  grotta  But  I  am  at  a  fall  stop.  The  gold- 
diff  look  Mr,  Omer  has  taken  so  mnoh  pams  abont,  aluouffh  he  writ 
me  word  three  weeks  ago  U  was  promised,  has  ne?er  azrireo,  and  Tfo 
inquired  at  both  earners  tot  often  in  Tain.  Which  way  it  was  sen^ 
ton  Wales,  or  Bristol,  or  iialh,  I  knownot»  and  desire  to  here  timelT 
notice  when  anjthing  comes.  I  need  no  moce  of  jonr  stone^  and  I 
rejoice  eztramdy  tluit  Mrs.  Allen  has  b^;iin  to  uniiate  the  mat 
works  of  nature,  rather  than  those  banbles  most  ladies  afieot  I  nope 
you  hafe  not  impoTerished  yomr  rock  to  beaoti^  mine.  I  koff  rar 
Dr.  Olnrec^s  sopplT.  He  and  his  Mend,  Mr.  Bonase,  ought  to  naine 
thdr  statues  erected  in  my  care,  but  I  would  nraoh  rather  see  their 
pmons  there ;  and  I  should  be  prouder  of  their  ^[iraobatioo,  if  th^ 
think  I  hsre  imitated  nature  toI,  than  ther  would  be  of  statues, 
though  art  had  oounterfdted  them  erer  so  weU.  I  would  goto  Oom- 
wall  on  purpose  to  thank  them,  if  I  were  aUe.'* 

On  the  whole,  fhe  Twickenham  grotto  and  garden  formed 
a  Great  Exhibition  for  the  poet  and  his  firiendsi  and  ererr 
ornament  was  a  memento  ofldndneea  and  regard.  It  woold 
haye  been  hard  to  refbae  each  contributions,  even  when  their 
introdnction  militated  acainst  exact  propnetr  of  taste  or 

Pope  had  afterwards  an  opportunity  of  canying  out  somo 
of  his  ideas  on  picturesque  gardening  on  a  large  acmie  at  Lord 
Bathursf  a  seat,  near  Cironcester ;  tiie  ^  ^pest  wood,"  or 
'^  enchanted  forest^'  of  which  was  one  of  his  mrouzite  haunts. 
The  Prince  of  Wales's  garden,  at  Eew,  was  also  partly  de- 
signed by  him ;  and  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Bauiursty  he 
gires  an  amusing  account  of  a  consultation  held  on  the 
subject: 

<*  Serend  critic^''  he  sajs,  ''were  of  seretal  q^nions.  One  de- 
dared  he  would  not  haye  too  much  art  in  it;  'formynotiai^'saidhfl^ 
*  of  gardening  is,  that  it  is  only  sweepmg  nature.'  Another  tdd  them 
that  grafel'WiIks  were  not  of  a  cooa  tuie^  for  all  the  finest  abroad 
were  of  a  loose  sand.  A  third  advised  jpaeiimtc»ilj  thoe  diould  not 
be  one  lime4ree  in  the  whole  plantation.  A  £9unh  made  the  same 
exdusiTe  danse,  extended  to  horse-cbesmits,  which  he  affirmed  not 
to  be  trees  but  weeds.  Dutch  ehns  wen  condemned  l^  a  fifth ;  and 
thus  about  half  the  trees  were  |ffescnbed  contiaiy  to  the  Para£se 
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of  God's  own  planting,  which  is  expresslj  said  to  be  planted  with  all 
trmt.  There  were  some  who  oonla  not  bear  erergreens,  and  called 
them  neyer-greens ;  some  who  were  angry  at  them  only  when  cat  into 
shapes,  and  gare  the  modem  gardeners  tne  name  of  evermen  tailors ; 
some  who  had  no  dislike  to  oones  and  cubes,  but  wonll  hafe  them 
cut  in  forest-trees;  and  some  who  were  in  a  passion  against  anythbg 
in  shape,  even  against  dipt  edjros,  which,  they  csUmI  green  walls. 
These  Qny  lord)  are  onr  men  of  taste,  who  pretend  to  prove  it  by 
tasting  little  or  nothing.  Sore  soch  a  taste  is  like  such  a  stomadi — 
not  a  good  one,  but  a  weak  one.  We  haTcthesame  sort  of  critics  in 
poetry;  one  is  fond  of  nothmg  but  heroics,  another  cannot  relish  tra- 
gedks,  another  hates  pastorals,  all  little  wits  delight  in  epigrams. 
Will  yon  ffife  me  leave  to  add,  there  are  the  same  in  divuii^ ;  where 
mai^  leamog  critics  are  for  rooting  np  more  than  ther  pumt,  imd 
wonld  leave  the  Lord's  vineyard  either  very  thinly  fxmiishea,  or  very 
oddly  trimmed." 

The  most  poetical  of  all  Pope's  editors,  Mr.  Bowles,  was 
alflOy  in  taste  and  feeling,  a  landscape  gardener;  and  he 
characterises  these  obsemtions  as  very  jast,  allowing  for 
Pope'a  eolourinff.  ''The  objection  to  limes  and  horse- 
chesnuts,"  he  says,  "ia  the  very  short  duration  of  their 
beauty ;  they  are  the  first  trees  that  fade,  and  none  are  more 
mournful  in  their  discolouration  and  decay  of  leaves."  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  ash.  In  some  seasons,  when  the 
autumn  frosts  are  late,  and  the  leaves  are  allowed  to  fade, 
there  is  scaroely  any  colouring  in  nature  to  be  compared  with 
the  delicacy,  the  tenderness,  the  pathoi^  one  might  almost  say, 
and  the  immitable  blending  of  the  shades  of  ^;reen  and  yeU 
low,  that  are  seen  for  a  few  davs  in  the  fadmg  ash.  But 
this  effect  is,  perhaps,  more  peculiarly  confined  to  the  moun- 
tain landscape,  and  is  not  seen  in  the  rich  groves  of  Twicken- 
ham and  the  Thames. 
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OHAFTEB  V. 
[1719—1789.] 

OOBMBPOKDnrGBWIfH  LADT  ICABT-WOBXLir  MOKCAOir.  OOMPUBnOX  OW 
THE  TBJkatLATUm  OF  THE  UlAO,  ABtD  OAJ'M  OOlfCWATDUkgOET  PCMDC 
BAMIHHMIJIT  OF  JkTIEBMV&J, 

Fob  some  yean  the  translation  of  the  Hiad  formed  the 
chief  occupation  of  Pope.  A  yolume  appeared  axmnaltyfirom 
1715  to  l7l8.  Bat  dniing  this  time  he  visited  and  corre- 
sponded largely,  and  was  busy^  with  his  g^en  and  grotto. 

One  of  the  poet's  neighbours  at  Tmckenham  was  Lady 
Mary  Wortley  Montagu.  They  had,  as  we  have  seen,  met 
some  years  bdbre,  and  Pope's  acquaintance  with  this  accom- 
plished  and  fiiscinating  woman  soon  assumed  the  form  and 
pressure  of  a  real,  though  transient,  passion.  It  was  con- 
sistent inth  the  extrayagant  exotic  gallantry  of  that  period 
that  married  ladies  submitted  to  be  addressed  by  the  wits 
and  men  of  fiishion  in  the  languafi;e  of  lore  and  admiration. 
Pope,  though  little  blessed  with  the  figure,  had  the  set 
phrase  of  a  worshipper  of  this  kind,  and  fady  Uary  was  his 
darling  theme  and  object.  She  was  two  years  younger  than 
her  poetical  admirer.  She  had,  according  to  one  account^ 
receiyed  a  classical  education  with  her  brother,  and  been 
taught  Latin  and  Greek  by  his  tutor;  but  she  told  Spence 
that  she  had  picked  up  a  knowledge  of  Latin  herself  assisted, 
probably,  by  hints  of  instruction  fix>m  Bishop  Bumel^  who 
superintended  her  studies,  and  under  whose  eye  she  had 
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tnDBlated  a  Latin  yenioii  of  Epictetua.    The  ponderouB 
xomanceBof  Clelia,  OassandrajAstrea,  Ac.,  weremore  eagerlj 
darooredy  and  her  youthful  beauty  accastomed  her  to  admi- 
lation.    When  only  eight  years  old  her  father  had  aent  for 
her-to  ihe  Eit-cat  Clnb ;  she  was  nominated  as  a  toast,  her 
health  drunk,  and  her  name  engrayed  in  due  form  on  a 
.drinking  glass;  and  she  was  pas^  ''from  the  kp  of  one 
.poet,  or  ^triot,  or  statesman,  to  the  arms  of  another,  was 
feasted  with  sweetmeats,  oyerwhelmed  with  caresses,  and, 
what  perhans  already  pleased  her  better  than  either,  heard 
her  wit  ana  beauty  extolled  on  eyery  side."  ^    ^^^J  Maiy 
wrote  yerses;   her   Town  Eclogues   possess   considerable 
amartness,  and  some  of  her  smaller  pieces  make  a  nearer  ap- 
.'pieach  to  noetry.    For  town  ballads  and  vera  de  aaeiifd  she 
'was-unriy^ed;  and  as  she  knew  all  the  scandal  passing  in 
high  life,  she  was  neyer  at  a  loss  for  a  subject.    To  this 
fiiolity  with  the  pen  she  added  a  more  dangrerous  fluency  of 
speech,    fihe  was  liyely,  witty,  and  pointed  in  conyersation 
— too  deyer  and  sarcastio  to  be  always  prudent — ^too  fond  of 
.admiration  to  be  dways  guarded— yet  so  superior  in  intel- 
ilectual  and  personal  attnictions  to  all  around  her,  that  her 
Jnt  appearance  at  Court  is  marked  as  one  of  the  wonders 
of  (the.aay.    She  had  come  to  St.  James's  on  the  accession  of 
'Qeorge  Ju,  her  husband,  Edward  Wortley,  the  friend  of 
Addim>n  and  Steele,  haying  obtained,  throii^h  the  influence 
of  his  cousin,  Charles  Montagu,  Earl  of  Halifax,  an  appoint- 
ment as  onoof  the  Commissioners  of  the  l^asury.    In 
June,  1716,  Mr.  Wortley  resigned  this  o£Sce,  in  order  to 
-proeeed  asambassador  to  the  Porte.    Lady  Mc^  was  to  ac- 
company him,  and  by  accident  Pope  was  the  last  person 
isbe  nappened  to  see  before  quitting  England.    To  this  inter- 
\yiewJie  alludes  in  his  first  tetter  to  her,  written  in  Augudt, 
1716: 

*'Ia  what  manner  did  I  behaye  the  last  hour  I  saw  youP  What 
degree  of  conoem  did  I  diaooyer  when  I  felt<a  misfortune,  which  I 
hope  Tou  will  neyer  fed,  that  ol^partiDg  from  what  one  most  esteems  P 
Por  if  my  parting  looked  hiiufcil^  that  of  jour  common  acquaintance, 
I  am  the  greater  of  all  the  bjrpoorites  that. em  deosnoy  made.    I 

*  Iiitrodae(Qf7.ABflodoter(b7Jisd7LoidMStaart 
oditScn  of  LetleBMUid'WMks^ori4i4r  M.  W.  Montagii. 
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never  sinoe  pass  by  the  house  but  with  the  same  sort  of  melanoholj 
that  we  feel  upon  seeing  the  tomb  of  a  friend,  itha^tk  onlj  serfes  to 
pat  OS  in  mind  of  wh&  we  have  lost  I  reflect  upon  the  droam- 
stanoesof  tout  demurtare,  yonr  behaviour  in  what  Imay call  tout 
lastmoments;  and  1  indulge  a  gloomj  kind  of  satisfaction  mtfainkuig 
Tou  gare  some  of  those  mi  moments  to  me.  I  woold  fiun  imagine 
this  was  not  accidental,  bnt  proceeded  from  a  penetration  which  I 
know  yon  have  in  finding  ont  the  truth  of  people's  sentiments,  and 
that  TOU  were  not  unwimng  the  last  man  that  woukl  haye  parted  with 
you  should  be  the  last  that  did." 

Lady  Maiy  met  this  half-disgoised  dedaratioxi  in  a  sesi- 
BiblOi  prosaic  spirit : 

** Perhaps  yonH laugh  at  me,"  she  replies,  ^for  thadmuryoa  yerj 
mvely  for  all  the  obliginff  concern  you  express  for  me.  'TIS  certain 
that  I  may,  if  I  please,  taEe  the  fine  thinjgs  you  say  to  me  for  wit  and 
raillerT^  and,  it  may  he,  it  would  be  takm^  them  rijg|ht.  But  I  never 
in  my  life  was  half  so  well  disposed  to  beheve  you  m  earnest  as  I  am 
at  present;  and  that  distance^  which  makes  the  continuation  of  your 
friendship  improbable^  has  very  much  increased  my  fiuth  in  it." 

And  the  lady  then  soen  on  to  describe  some  performances 
she  had  witnessed  at  the  0^ra»  at  yienna.  Pope  continued 
the  correspondence  with  mcreasing  warmth,  considering 
Lady  Mary  as  "  a  glorious,  though  remote  beine,"  to  whom 
he  must  send  addresses  and  prayers.  Those  addresseB  are 
all  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  romantic  gallantry,  but  abound 
in  pruriencies  both  of  thought  and  expression.  In  1717, 
when  the  oollected  edition  of  his  works  was  published,  and 
the  third  volume  of  the  Iliad  was  issued,  he  sent  them  to 
Lady  Mary  to  Constantinople.  ^  There  are  few  things  in 
them,"  he  observes,  ^but  what  you  have  already  seoi, 
except  the  JSpistle  of  Moisa  to  Ahdard^  in  which  you  wM 
Jinaone  pasta^e  that  I  cannot  tell  whether  to  vd$h  gou  should 
underitand  or  net.**  Q3ie  passage  alluded  to  was,  no  doubt^ 
the  concluding  lines : 

^And  mire  if  Fate  fomofbtiife  bod  ahoold  Join 
In  ud  rimilHnde  of  grief  to  ndne^ 
Condemn*d  wliole  yeaxs  In  tbooioe  to  depkm^ 
And  image  chtfms  he  most  behdd  no  mora; 
Such  If  £ere  be  wbo  lovet  so  long^  so  wcfl, 
Let  him  oar  tad,  our  tender  stony  tell; 
The  wdl-flimg  woes  wfll  sooUie  my  pensive  ghost; 
He  best.can  paJntlhem  who  dudl  Ibel  than  most** 
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He  had  pointed  out  the  same  lines  to  Martha  Blount  before 
the  pnbucation  of  the  yolnme :  **  The  Epistle  of  Eloise,"  he 
said,  *^  grows  warm,  and  begms  to  haye  some  breathings  of 
the  hetft  in  it,  which  may  make  posterity  think  I  was  in 
lore.  I  can  scarce  find  in  my  heart  to  leave  out  the  condu- 
aion  I  once  intended  for  it.  Perhaps  the  conclusion  was 
then  different  from  the  form  in  which  it  now  appears.  In 
its  present  shajpe  it  could  not  apply  to  Martha  Blount, 
whose  absence  ror  years  the  poet  was  never  condemned  to 
deplore,  though  some  of  his  iriends  would  hare  considered 
such  an  eyent  no  yeiy  unwelcome  privation.  Lady  Mary 
reoeiyed  the  poetical  honour  as  she  received  the  prose  com- 
pliments, with  vasue  and  general  acknowledgments,  and 
with  a  recital  of  the  objects  that  engaged  her  diligent  cu- 
riosily  abroad.  Her  letters  are  natural  and  unaffected,  and 
it  must  be  admitted  contrast  &vourably  with  those  of  the 
poet.  At  length  Mr.  Wortley  was  recalled  fix>m  his  foreim 
embassy,  and  commenced  his  journey  from  Constantinople 
in  June,  1718.  Pope  was  transported  with  the  prospect  of 
Lady  Mbt^b  return,  and  seems  even  to  have  contemplated  a 
journey  to  Italy  to  meet  her.  His  dread  of  the  sea  was  for- 
gotten ;  and  Teresa  and  Martha  Blount  were  also  forgotten. 
To  Lady  Maiy  he  writes: 


I  have  been  mad  enough  to  make  all  the  inmiiiy  I  oould  at  what 


would  fain  behold  the  best  and  brightest  thing  I  know  in  the  scene 
ci  ancient  virtoe  and  glory ;  I  womd  Ma  see  how  you  look  on  the 
veiy  spot  where  Gorans  sacrificed  himself  for  his  conntry;  and 
observe  idiat  differenoe  there  would  be  in  your  eyes  when  you  ogled  the 
sttdfue  of  Julius  Cesar  and  Marcus  Aureuus.  Allow  me  but  to  sneak 
after  you  in  vour  train,  to  fill  mv  pockets  with  coins,  or  to  lug  an  old 
busto  behind  yon,  and  I  shall  be  nroud  b^ond  expression.  Let 
people  iUnk  if  they  will,  that  I  did  ail  this  for  the  pleasure  of  tread- 
mg  on  daasio  ground;  I  would  whisper  other  reasons  m  your  ear. 
^Ib  joy  of  following  your  footsteps  would  as  soon  cany  me  to  Mecca 
as  to  Borne:  md  let  me  tell  vou  as  a  fiiend,  if  you  are  really  dis- 
posed to  emoraoe  the  Mahometan  religion.  111  fly  on  pilgrimage  with 
you  tiiither." 

A.  few  months  afterwards  he  wrote  again,  expressing  a 
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inA  to  meet  Lady  Mary  in  Italy,  but  she  did  not  recerre 
ibe  communication  till  she  had  leaohed  Dorer,  Norember  I^ 
1718^  on  herretum  to  England.  Pope  waa  then  at  Stanton 
Hiarcourt,  working  ditigently  at  his  tnmalation  of  Homer; 
but  of  course  he  Mdressed  a  letter  of  congratulation  to  Lady 
Marj^  weteoming  her  to  her  natire  Bhorea.  Her  near  a^ 
proach  aeems  to  have  somewhat  sobered  the  enthuaiastus 
poet.  ]3Qb  letter  on  this  occasion  is  much  less  ardent  than 
the  preoedinR  epistlea^  and  is  chiefly  fiUed  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  tiie  old  gothic  house  in  which  he  resided.  Anotiier 
copy  of  this  letter,  with  a  different  introduction,  and  some 
fdterations,  was  printed  by  Pope  as  addressed  to  Sheffield, 
Duke  of  Buckingham.  He  had  written  it  with  great  caie^ 
and  studied  picttu'esaue  effect,  and  the  piece  altogether  is  a 
fine  qpeeimen  of  local  painting.  The  old  steward  is  an  excel- 
lent portrait. 

^'Dbab  Madam,— It  is  not  possible  to  express  the  least  part- of 
the  joy  joar  retom^es  me :  tune  only  and  expenenoe  will  oouTinoe 
younow  rmj  sincere  it  is.  I  excessirelj  bng  to  meet  yon,  to  si^ 
so  mndi,  so  very  much  to  yon— that  I  bdiefe  1  shall  say  nothing.  I 
]is?e  mven  orders  to  be  sent  for  the  first  minute  of  yoor  smfsl, 
which  1  beg  you  will  let  them  know  at  Mr.  Jervas's.  lamfooisoore 
miles  from  London,  a  short  joniney  compared  to  ihst  I  so  often 
thonght  at  least  of  undertakings  rather  than  die  without  seei]^  you 
again,  llioiigh  the  place  I  am  in  is  such  as  I  wonld  not  qoit  for  the 
town,  if  I  did  not  Tslaeyou  more  than  any,  nay,  e?erybody  else  there ; 
and  you  will  be  conyinoed  how  little  the  town  has  engaged  my  aifeo- 
tions  in  your  absence  from  it,  when  you  know  what  a  place  this  is 
wludi  I  prefer  to  it  I  shall,  therefore,  describe  it  to  yofu  at  large  as 
thencture  of  a  genuine  ancient  conntiy  seat. 

'*  xou  must  en>ect  nothing  regular  m  my  description  of  a  house 
that  seeaas  to  be  built  before  rules  were  in  tsshkm.  The  whole  is  so 
disjoBited,  snd  the  parts  so  detached  from  each  other,  and  yet  so 
joining  sgain,  one  oannot  tell  how,  that  in  a  poetical  fit  you  would 
unagine  it  had  been  a  Tillage  in  Amphion's  timsL  when  twsnty 
ootUges  had  taken  a  dance  together,  were  all  out,  and  stood  still  in 
amasement  efer  since.  A  struiger  would  be  grie?onslT  dissppointad 
whe  should  erer  think  to  get  into  this  house  the  rmnt  way.  One 
would  expect,  after  entering  throueh  the  porch,  to  be  let  mto  ther 
hall;— alas!  nothing  less; — ^you  finil  yonrsdf  in  a  brewhouse.  From 
the  psilour  you  thmk  to  stqp  into  the  drawinff-room;  but  upon 
opemng  the  uron-nailed  door,  you  are  convinced  by  a  fl^t  of  birds 
aooat  your  ears,  and  a  doua  of  dust  in  your  eyes,  tut  it  is  the 
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pigwii^ioiifle..  On  each  side  oar  porbh  are  two  chinmm  tiiat  wear- 
their  greens  on  tiie  outside,  wloon  would  do  as  well  within,  for  when- 
ever we  make  a  fire^  we  let  the  smoke  oat  of  the  windows.  Oyertiie 
parloor  window  hangs  a  slopinff  balcony^  which  time  has  turned  to  a 
TOT  oonvenient  penthouse.  Tne  top  is  crowned  with  a  verj  Teue- 
ndue  tower,  so  like  that  of  the  church  just  bj,  that  the  jackdaws  build 
in  it  as  if  it  were  the  true  steeple^ 

*'The  mat  hall  is  high  and  spacious,  flanked  with  long  taUes, 
inuiges  of  anoieDt  hospitflify;  ornamented  with  monstrous  horns, 
about  twen^  broken  mkes^  and  a  matchlock  muaket  or  two,  which 
they  si^  were  used  in  the  Civil  Wars.  Here  is  one  vast  arched  window, 
beantiniDj  darkened  with  divers  scutcheons  of  painted  glass.  There 
seems  to.  be  neat  propriety  in  this  old  manner  of  blasoning  upon 
^ass,  ancient  mmilies  being  like  ancient  windows,  in  the  course  of 
generations,  seldom  finee  nom  cracks.  One  shining  pane  bears  date 
1286.  The  youthful  fiiee  of  Dame  Elinor  owes  more  to  this  simple 
pieoe  than  to  all  the  glaraes  she  ever  consulted  in  her  life.  Who  can 
say  after  this  that  e&s  is  fnSl,  when  it  is  not  half  so  perishable  as 
h^nan  beauty  or  fflorr  ?  Per  in  another  pane  vou  see  the  memory  of 
akni^  preserved,  whose  marble  nose  is  mouldered -from  his  monu- 
mont  m  tne  chur(^  adyoining.  And  yet  must  one  sigh  to  reflect  that 
the  meet  authentic  record  of  so  ancient  a  family  snould  lie  at  the 
mercyof  every  boy  that  throws  a  stone  I  In  thb  hall,  in  former  days, 
have  dined  gartered  knights  and  courtly  dames,  with  ushers,  sewers, 
and  seneschals;  andyet  it  was  but  the  other  night  that  an  owl  flew 
in  hither,  and  mistooK  it  for  a  bam. 

''Thia  hall  lets  you  up  and  down^  over  a  very  hig^  threshold  into 
the  parlour.  It  is  furnished  with  historical  tapestry,  whose  marginal 
fiinges  do  confess  the  moisture  of  the  air.  The  other  contents  of  this 
room  are  a  broken-bdlied  viiginal,  a  couple  of  crippled  velvet  chairs, 
with  two  or  three  mildewed  pictures  of^mouldv  ancestor^  who  look 
as  dismaUy  as  if  they  came  Oresh  from  hell  with  all  their  brimstone 
about  them.  These  are  carefully  set  at  the  further  comer ;  for  the 
windows  bemg  everywhere  broken,  make  it  so  convement  a  nlace  to 
dry  poppies  and  mustard-seed  in,  that  the  roomis  appropriateatothat 
use. 

^  ^'Next  this  parlour  lies,  as  I  said  before,  the  pigeon-house ;  by  the 
nde  of  which  runs  an  entry  that  leads,  on  one  hand  and  the  other, 
into  a  bedchamber,  a  buttery,  and  a  small  hole  called  the  chaplain's 
study.  Then  fbOow  a  brewnouse,  a  little  green  and  gilt  parlour,  and 
the  mat  stairs,  under  which  is  the  dahy.  A  little  further  on  the 
righ^  the  servants  hall;  and,  by  the  side  of  it,  up  sii  steps^  the  old 
lady's  closet,  v^ch  has  a  lattice  into  the  said  halL  that  while  she  said 
her  prayers,  she  mig^t  cast  an  eve  on  the  men  and  maids.  There  are 
Qutnis  ground-floor  in  all  twenty-four  apartments,  hard  to  be  distin- 
guished l^  particular  names;  among  which  I  must  not.  forget  a. 
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ohaiiiber  that  has  in  it  a  large  antiqufy  of  timber,  wMoh  aeema  to 
hBJt  been  either  a  bedstead  or  aoider-preeB. 

"  Oiir  bert  room  above  is  Teiy  long  and  kw,  of  the  exact  proporti^ 
of  a  bandbox;  it  has  hangings  of  the  finest  woik  in  the  woil^those^ 
Imean,  whidiAradmespinsqatofherownbowebj  indeed^  Ibe  roof 
is  so  decayed  that,  after  a  faTonraUe  shower  of  ram,  we  majr,  with 
God's  UcMBsinff,  expect  a  crop  of  mnshrooms  between  the  dunks  of 
the  floors.  ML  this  nppor  stoiy  has  for  manj  years  had  no  other  in- 
habitants than  certain  rats,  whose  Tetr  age  renders  them  worthy  of 
this  Tenerable  mansion,  for  the  Tenr  ran  ra  this  ancient  seat  are  grey. 
Sinoe  these  had  not  qxdtted  it,  we  hope  at  least  this  honse  may  stand 
during  the  small  renuunder  of  days  these  poor  animals  hafe  to  lirei 
who  are  now  too  infirm  to  remofe  to  another;  they  hare  still  a  small 
sobsistenoe  left  them  in  the  few  remaining  books  of  the  libraiy. 

''I  had  never  seen  half  what  I  hare  described,  but  for  an  did, 
starched,  grey-headed  steward,  who  is  as  mnbh  an  antiquity  as  anf  in 
the  place,  aiul  looka  like  an  old  faxoSj  picture  walked  ont  (/its 
frame.  He  failed  not,  as  we  passed  mm  room  to  room,  to  relate 
sereral  memoirs  of  the  family,  imt  his  obserTati(ms  were  particDlaily 
oorions  in  the  cellar.  He  showed  where  stood  the  triple  rows  of 
butts  of  sack,  and  where  were  ranged  the  bottles  of  tent*  for  toasts  in 
ihe  morning ;  he  pointed  to  the  stuids  that  supported  the  iron-hooped 
hogsheads  of  strong  beer ;  then,  steppmg  to  a  comer,  he  lugged  out 
the  tattered  fragment  of  an  unframed  picture.  'This,*  sars  he,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  'was  poor  Sir  Thomas,  once  master  of  the  drink  I 
told  you  of;  he  had  two  sons — poor  younff  masters !— that  nerer 
airtyed  to  the  age  of  thisbecor;  they  both  feU  in  this  very  cellar,  and 
never  went  out  upon  their  own  1^.'  He  could  not  pass  by  abroken 
bottle,  without  tudng  it  up  to  show  us  the  arms  of  the  &mily  on  it. 
He  then  led  me  up  the  tower,  by  dark,  winding  stone  steps,  which 
landed  us  into  several  little  rooms,  one  above  another ;  one  of  these 
was  nailed  xu^,  and  my  (pide  whispered  to  me  the  occasion  of  it.  It 
seems  the  course  of  this  noble  blDod  was  a  little  interrupted  about 
two  centuries  a^o  by  a  freak  of  the  Lady  Frances,  who  was  here 
taken  with  a  neignbourinff  prior ;  ever  since  which  the  room  has  been 
made  up,  and  branded  w^  the  name  of  the  adultery-chamber.  The 
ghost  of  Lady  Frances  is  supposed  to  walk  here;  some  prying  maids 
of  the  family  formerly  reported  that  they  saw  a  lady  in  a  fardiogale 
through  the  key  hole ;  but  this  matter  was  hushed  up,  and  the  servants 
forindto  talk  of  it. 

"  I  must  needs  have  tired  you  with  this  long  letter:  but  what  en- 
gaged me  in  the  description  was  a  generous  pimciple  to  preserve  the 
memory  of  a  thing  that  must  itseu  socm  ful  to  ruin;  nay,  perhaps 

*  Tent  is  the  name  of  a  Und  of  wine  of  a  deep  red  cobnr,  diiefly  firom 
OaUcia  <v  Malaga,  hi  Spahu 
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Bome  pari!of  H  before  this  reaches  your  hands.  Indeed*  I  owe  this 
dd  house  the  same  j^ratitade  that  we  do  to  an  old  friend,  that  har- 
bonis  OS  in  his  dechning  oondition,  naj,  eren  in  his  last  extremities. 
I  haye  fonnd  this  an  ezoellent  place  for  retirement  and  stndj,  where 
no  one  who  passes  by  can  dream  there  is  an  inhabitant,  and  even  anj- 
boc^  that  wonld  Tisit  me  dares  not  Tentore  nnder  mj  roof.  Touwul 
not  wonder  I  hare  translated  a  great  deal  of  Homer  in  this  retreat; 
anj  one  who  sees  it  will  own  I  conld  not  haye  ohosena  fitter  or  more 
likelj  i»lace  to  conrerse  with  the  dead.  As  soon  as  I  return  to  the 
liring,  it  shall  be  to  oonyerse  with  the  best  of  them.  I  hop&  there- 
fore, Teiy  speedifyto  tell  tou  in  person  how  sinoereljand  nnatteraUj 
I  am,  madam,  jours,"  fta' 


GBAFBL,  8TAST0V  HABOOUBT. 

This  description  of  Stanton  Harcourt  is  almost  wholhr 
fkndiiil.  The  old  tower  was  erected  about  tbe  time  of  Ed- 
ward 17.,  and  is  fiftj-four  feet  high.  Below  it  is  the  chapel. 
Pope  occupied  the  uppermost  room ;  and  as  Drjden  recorded 

•  BoMoe,  iz.  105.  A  view  of  the  Tower  la  givoi  In  the  title-page  to  this 
Yolmiie. 
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wfaere  paiii  of  his  JBaeid  were  tranHlated,  and,  wrote  the  first 
linee  of  hit  tnmdatioii  on  a.  window  at  bia  kinaman'a  honae 
at  Cheeterton,  Hnntinpidonahire,  ao Pope  inaoribed  onapme 
of  red  stained  ^lasa,  in  his  lofb^^^  chamber  at  Stanton  Har* 
oonrt^  a  notification  that  ''Ik  thx  tmul  1718  AisxumxR 
PopinHisHXBHnsTHBfirrHyoLirMSOi'HoMXB.*'  l%e 
glass  haa  since  been  taken  out.  of  the  caaement^  and  ia  pre- 
aerred  at  Nnneham  Courtney^  the  aeatof  the  noUe  hnmj  of 
Haroonrt  Pope  paaaed  aereral  montha  in  thia  retreat^  oo- 
capying  hia  ehamb^ra  in  the  dd  tower,  and  he  waa  ooca- 
aioimllj  Tiaited  hj  Qnj,  firom  the  neighbouring  aeat  of  Lord 
Harcoort  at  Coke&orpe. 

An  incidooiofatonohing  and  romantictihaEaeteria  related 
in  one  of  these  oommnnicationa ;  and  the  ooattoaat  between 
the  letters  o£B6pe  and  those  of  LadyHar^cannotibe  better 
illaatratedi  than  1^7  the  atorT^of  the  mstie  lorersr  killed  by 
lightning..  TSie  poet  sent  an  aeoonnt  of  the  affefting  oocor- 
rence  fiK>im£tt8nton  Sbroonitr 

**1  haye  a.  mind  (he  sajs)  ta  fiU  the  rest  oFtliia  vmet  with  an 
aoddent  thatliappened  just  nnder  mjr  9jjo^  and  has  ma&a  great  im- 
piMskm  npoB.me.  I  ba^e  jnst  passed  part  of.  this  sommar  at  an  old 
romantic  aeatof  my  Lord  Haroonrt's^  which  ha  lent  na.  It  OTsr- 
looks  a  common  field,  where,  under  tiw  afaade^of  ahiq[|ooik»  sat  two 
kyen,  as  constant  as  erer  were  foand  in  .roBugne,  banBatK  a  spread* 
mg  beech.  The  name  of  the  oner(let  it  aoond  as.it  ^nlO  was  John 
Hcwet :  of  the  other,  Sazah  Brew.  JofaBiWasA.weIL«sfeman,  aboot 
fiye-and-twentj;  Sarah  a  brown  woman  of ^  eighteen.  JQUm  had  for 
aereral  montha  borne  the  labour  of  the^dajm  tha  samaF^ field  with 
Sarah;  wheiLshe  milked,  itwas  his  morning: andiereaiBKchaige  to 
bring  the  cows  to  her  paiL  Their  bye^  was  the  t^,Dat  ncS  the 
acanoal  of  the  whole  neighboorhood ;  for  alLthor  aaiaed^at  was  the 
blameless  possession  of  each  other  in  marxiaoe..  fiwaa&batthisyery 
nKMTiing  that  he  had  obtained  her  parents^  censenC^  and^  it  was  hot 
till  the  next  week  that  th^  were  to  wait  to  be  happj.  Periums  this 
yery  daj,  in  the  interyala  of  their  work,  th^  were  talking  oi  their 
wedding-dothes ;    and  J6tm  was  now  matching  seyeral  kinds  of 


poppies  snd  field-fiowers  to  her  complexion,  to  make  her  a  present  of 
knots  for  the  day.  While  thej  were  thns  employed  (it  was  on  the 
last  of  Jnlj),  a  terrible  storm  of  thnnder  and  ligntnbg  aroae,  that 
droye  the  liJ)onrer8  to  what  shelter  the  trees  or  hedra  afforded. 
Sarah,  frig^ited  uid  ont  of  breath,  sank  on  a  hajoooK,  and  John 
(who  neyer  separated  from  her)  sste  by  her  side,  haying  raked  two  or 
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thieerJiaips  toge&er  io  secore  her.  Immediately  there  was  heard  so 
bud  a  onok  as-  if  heareiL  had  burst  asunder.  The  labourers,  aU. 
solioitoos  for  each  other's  safety,  called  to  one  another :  those  that 
were  nearest  our  lorers,  hearing  no  answer,  stept  to  the  place  where 
Ihej  laj^  thej  first  saw  a  little  smoke,  and  after,  this  faithful  pair ; — 
Jblm,  with  one  arm  about  his  Sarah's  neck,  and  the  other  held  over 
her  face,  as  if  to  soreenher  from  the  lightning.  Thej  were  struck 
dead,  and  akeadj  j^wn  stiff^  and  cold  in  this  tender  posture.  There 
was  no  mark  or  discolouring  on  thdr  bodies,  only  that  Sarah's  eye- 
brow was  a^little  singed,  and  a  small  spot  between  her  breasts.  Tn^ 
were  buried  the  n^day  in  one  graveL  in  the  parish  of  Stanton  Har-^ 
court,  in  Oxfordshire ;  where  my  Lora  Harcourt,  at  my  request^  has 
erected  a  monument  orer  them.  Of  the  following  epitaphs  whieh  I 
made,  thft  critios  haye  chosen  the  godly  one :  I  like  neither,  but  wish 
jpu  had  been  in  Kngland  to  have  done  this  office  better ;  I  think 
'twaawJot  ypB.coula  not  haye  refused  me  on  so  moying  an  occasion* 

'^'WUntJEEMtem  loven  feed  the  ftmVal  flra, 
On  the  saoM  pile  their  feithAil  feir  eiqdre ; 
Herepityilig  Heey*!!  thst  virtue  nnitciAl  fomid, 
And  blasted  both,  that  it  mij^t  neUher  woond. 
Hearts  eo  ifaieere.th*  Almi^ty  saiMreH  pleae^^ 
Senthif  onali^^itiiing,  and  the  yictims  eei^d. 

L 

«  Tlfink  not,  by  rig*roo8  judgment  leis'd, 
A  pair  eo  fidthftd  ooold  es^re; 
Vlctime-  BO  pore  Heay^  aaw  well  pleai^d, 
And  snatch'd  them  in  oeleetial  fire. 

n. 
"  LivB  wen,,  and  iber  no  sudden  ikte: 
When  God  calls  yirtae.to  the  graye^ 
Alilce  'tis  Joatice,  soon  or  late, 
Mercy  alike  to  kill  or  aaye. 
Yirtoe  immoy*d  can  hear  the  call, 
And  £Me  the  flash  that  melta  thft  ban. 

*n7poirthBwhole^  I  can't  think  these  people  unhi4>py.  Thegreatest 
hanpinesfl^  next  to  hying  as  they  would  naye  done,  was  to  die  as  they 
dio.  The  greatest  honour  people  of  this  low  d^;ree  could  haye,  waa 
tli'be  lemembend  on  a  littto  monument ;  unlesa  you  will  giye  them- 
anethsT'-that  of  being  honoured  with  a  tear  from,  the  finest  eyes  in: 
tiho  wvrM;  Iiknow  you  haye  tenderness ;  you  musi  haye  it;  it  is  the 
yoT^emanatioB  of  good  sense  and  yirtue;  the  finest  mindsj  lifae  th» 
fbrn-metala^  dissolye  the  easiest." 

This  letter  was  originally  sent  to  Martha  Blount,  who  poxK 
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bably  edioed  tlie  poefs  tendemees  and  pnased  his  wmitimeii* 
taliBm^    14^7  Maiy  replied  m  a  characteristic  style: 

«I  rniut  applaad  jofor  good  iiatiire»  in  sopposinff  that  jofor  pastcnal 
loTen  (viilgartj  called  haTmaken)  would  haye  E?ed  in  ereriaating 
joT  and  hamony,  if  the  lightning  had  not  intaropted  their  aoheme 
of  hi^ranoBa.  1  aee  no  roawm  to  imagmey  that  JohiiL  Hu^^  and 
Sarah  untw  were  other  wiaer  or  more  yirtuoos  than  their  neig^ 
bonra.  That  a  well-aet  man  of  twenty-fiye  ahould  hare  a  haoj  to 
many  a  brown  woman  of  eighteen,  is  nothixi|^  marrelloas;  and  loan- 
not  he^  thinking  thai,  hadt^rnuinied,  their  lives  wonld  hare  passed 
in  the  oommon  naok  with  their  feUow-pariahionen.  ffii  endesTonr- 
ing  to  shield  her  from  a  storm  was  a  natural  action,  and  what  he 
wonld  oertainljT  have  done  for  his  horsey  if  he  had  heen  in  the  aame 
sitoation.  Neither  am  I  of  opinion  that  their  sodden  death  waa  tiie 
reward  of  their  mntnal  Tirtoe^  You  know  the  Jews  were  reprored 
for  thinkmff  a  village  destrojed  h j  fire  more  wicked  than  those  that 
had  esoiyea  the  thnnder.  Tune  and  chance  happen  to  all  men.  Smoe 
Tou  desve  me  to  try  mr  skill  in  an  epitaph,  I  think  the  following 
lines  perhapa  more  jnst,  though  not  so  poetical  as  yonrs: 

''Hwe  liM  Jobn  HngliM  and  Sank  Draw; 
Pertiapf  youH  lay,  what's  thai  to  you? 
Believe  me,  friend,  modi  may  be  said 
On  this  poor  ooople  that  are  dead. 
On  Sunday  next  they  ahoold  have  married: 
But  see  how  oddty  things  are  cairied ! 
On  Thonday  last  it  rain*d  and  li^^iten'd; 
Theae  tender  loven,  aadly  frightened, 
Sheltered  beneath  the  coddng  hay, 
In  hopes  to  pais  the  tfane  away; 
But  Um  bold  thimder  fonnd  them  oat 
rCommiflBlon'd  for  that  end  no  doubt) ; 
ibid,  seizing  on  their  trembling  breath, 
Consign'd  them  to  the  ahades  of  death. 

«  The  letter  to  10m  Bloont,  descriUng  the  fiital  aeddent,  Is  dated 
Ang:  6,  and  in  it  Pope  aays  he  met  the  ftmeral  of  the  nnfortonato  eouple 
the  evenfaig  he  arrived  at  Stanton  Haroonrt  The  letter  to  Lady  BCaiy  Is 
not  dated  tOl  Sept  1,  and  in  this  he  deecribeB  the  aoddent  as  having  lu^ 
pened  **Jiist  nnder  his  eyes."  But  ftuther,  the  poet,  iHien  pobUahing 
his  letCen  in  1787,  inserts  this  same  deacifotion  nnder  date  of  Aug.  9,  and 

heads  it,  «*/Wmi  Mr.  Oi^  to  Mr.F ^"    He  had  thn  qnanded  with 

Lady  Harf ;  he  would  not  acknowledge  her  as  a  oonespondait,  nor  even 
leave  the  utter,  as  in  other  inttanoes,  without  a  name;  but  he  dextenms^ 
inihmated  an  insult,  by  wisliing  her  to  bdieve  that  he  had  sent  her  as 
oric^nalthecopy  of  a  letter  written  by  Gay  to  Fdrteseoe.  The  same  motive^ 
we  snqieot,  led  him  to  prefix  the  Duke  of  Bnddn^^iam's  name  to  the  letter 
descriUng  the  gothic  mansion. 
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Who  knowi  if 'twas  not  kindly  done? 
For  hid  they  teen  the  next  yeei^s  son, 
A  bestn  wfe  and  cncfcold  awain 
Had  Jointly  can*d  the  marriage  chain: 
Now  tliqy  are  happy  in  their  doom, 
For  Pope  haa  wrH  npon  their  tomhu 

''I  oomfeBS  these Beniiineiits  are  not  altogether  so  heroic  as  yours; 
bat  I  hope  yoa  will  forgive  them  in  favour  of  the  last  two  lines.  Ton 
see  bow  mnob  I  esteem  tbe  honour  you  bare  done  them ;  though  I 
am  not  very  impatient  to  have  the  same,  and  bad  ratber  continue  to 
be  yoor  stupid  livm^  bumble  servant,  than  be  celebrated  hj  §31  the 
pens  in  Europe/' 

TbiB  livelj  but  matteir^f-fiu^t  treatment  of  a  patbetio  inci- 
dent^ wbicb  Pope  bad  worked  up  so  bigbly,  muat  bave  been 
ftlt  88  a  mortification.  It  ia anindez  to  tbe  radical  difference 
tbat  subsisted  between  tbem  in  mind  and  temperament,  and 
wbicb  was  sme,  sooner  or  later,  to  lead  to  a  breacb.  Tbe 
lady  was  too  witty  and  caustic  for  her  sensitive  and  indulged 
admirer. 

Lady  Mary  and  Mr.  Wortley--tbe  latter  a  decent,  formal 
appenoage— naving  arrived  in  JSngland,  took  up  tbeir  abode 
in  Xondon.  Asummer  residence  was  wanted  for  tbe  follow- 
ing year,  and  Pope  negotiated  with  Sir  Gk>dfrey  SjieQer  for 
a  nonse  at  Twickenb^.  In  due  time  tbe  poet  bad  tbe 
felicity  of  seeing  Lad^  Mary  in  bis  neigbbourbood.  A  few 
sboirt  notes  afford  glimpses  of  tbeir  continued  intercourse. 
'' It  is  not  in  my  power,  dear  madam,  to  say  wbat  agitation  the 
two  or  three  woras  I  wrote  io  you  the  other  morning  have 
given  me.  Indeed,  I  truly  esteem  you,  and  put  my  trust  in 
you.  I  can  say  no  more,  and  I  know  you  would  not  have 
me.'*  To  obtam  a  portrait  of  Lady  Mary  was  the  next  am- 
bition of  Pope,  ana  she  consented  to  sit  to  Eneller.  The 
painting  called  forth  some  extemporaneous  lines,  in  which 
the  peroonal  charms  and  **  the  equal  lustre  of  the  heavenly 
mind"  of  Lady  Mary  are  commemorated.  Other  verses  fol- 
lowed, but  the  lady  seems  at  length  to  have  vrithdrawn  in 
some  decree  from  the  society  of  the  poet.  This  i^pears 
from  a  tetter  addressed  to  the  Countess  of  Mar,  tben  in 
Paris,  ^e  letter  is  vrithout  date,  but  it  refers  to  therecent 
death  of  a  ''great  Minister,"  and  both  Lord  Stanhope  and 
Oraggs  died  in  February  1720-1.    To  this  date^  or  shorUy 
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afterward^  we  musi  aas^  Lftd^  Mary's  interesting  oommn- 
nication.  ^  I  see  sometimes  Mr.  Cengrere,*'  she  says,  ^and 
Tenr  seldom  Mr.  F^pd»  who  continnes  to  embellish  his  house 
at  Twi<^enham.  B!e  has  made  a  auhterranean  grotto,  whidi 
he  h^  fconished  witii  looking-glasses,  and  IkejftM  me  it  has 
a  Te^  good  effect.  I  here  send  you  some  Terses  addressed 
to  Mr.  Gay,  who  wrote  him  a  congrstolatoiy  letter  on  tiie 
finishing  his  house.  I  stifled  tliem  here;  and  I  beg  tiiey 
may  die  the  same  death  at  Paris,  and  never  go  farther  than 
your  closet: 


u  c 


A]^  friend,  *tit  tni»—tUi  truth  yon  loTon  knoir— 
In  TtSn  my  itrmtows  ii88|  ny  sudoM  gvow{ 
In  Tain  hh  ThtfMi  roflectt  the  doable  aoaiei 
Of  hanging  moantahn,  andof  ilopfaiggrMait 
J97  Urea  not  here;  to  haftpier  aeati  it'lUai^ 
And  onlj  dweOa  irhan  Wocaqr  oaata  her  egML 

^*What  are  the  gaj  partene^  the  cheqaet^d  diad^ 
The  mondng  bower,  the  eveofaig  ooWniada^ 
But  aoft  xeoeeeee  of  vueaej  whidi^ 
To«i^  unheard  hi  to  the  paeefaig  wfaids? 
Bo  the  atraok  deer  hi  aooie  aeqfoeeter^d  part 
Liei.down  to  die^  the  ttmrw  at  hie  heart; 
There  strelch'd  unBeen  hi  ooverte  hid  fton  di^, 
aieeda  drop  by  drop,  and  panta  hie  life  aiv^;*  * 

3%e  lines  ere  among  the  most  beautiful  andjpassionate'eTer 
written  by  Pope.  J^trarchnerer  honoured  lAura  with  mote 
melodious  or  graceful  yerse.  The  attadmient,  howerer,  was 
wholly  on  the  side  of  the  poet;  and  the  coolness  indicated 
by  Lady  Margin  the  aboye  extract  gradually  led  to  estrsnge* 
ment.  The  latest  of  tiie  printed  letters  aadressed  to  her  is 
dated  Bept.  15, 1721.  Pope  was  then  at  Oiieneester,  on  a 
yiait  to  Xiord  Bathurst,  and  Lady  Mary  wrote  to  hun  re- 
jpeddnfi;  a  harpsichord  which  he  appears  to  haye  borrowed 
or  hireof  himseli^  and  which  he  promised  to  lend,  but  found 
he  could  not,  for  the  accommodation  of  Lady  Mail's  musicxd 
eyenin^  parties  at  Twickenham.  She  had*  complimented  him 
by^praismg  his  trees  and  garden,  and  his  ''great  walk," 
whidi  was  so  fine  that  she  could  not  stir  from  it.  And  tins 
was  the  last  epistolary  communication;  the  spell  doses,  and 
Lady  Mary  only  reauppears  as  the  object  of  his  yindictiye  and 
malignant  hatreds  Tb  coarsest  lines  he  oyer  wrote^  and  the 
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most  bitter  of  his  penonal  attacks,  were  directed  aeainBt  the 
lady  on  whom  he  iiad  lavished  every  epithet  of  adndration 
and  praise. 

Ladj  Mary  gave  various  explanations  or  statements  as  to 
the  quarrel  that  ensued.  She  told  Spence,  at  Borne,  ^*  I  ^ot 
a  common  friend  to  ask  Mr.  Pope  why  he  had  lefib  off  visiting 
me  P  He  answered,  nedigentlj,  that  he  went  as  often  as  he 
used  to  do.  I  then  got  Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  ask  him  what  Ladj 
M.  had  done  to  him  P  He  said  that  Lady  H.  and  Lord 
Hervey  had  pressed  him  once  together  (and  I  don't  remem- 
ber that  we  were  ever  together  with  him  in  our  lives^  to 
write  a  satire  on  some  certain  persons;  that  he  refusea  it; 
and  that  this  had  occasioned  the  breach  between  us."  Lady 
Mary  told  Lady  Pomfret  Tfrom  whom  Spence  appears  to  have 
derived  the  si»tement)  that  '^when  sue  became  much  ac- 
quainted vrith  the  Duke  of  Wharton,  Pope  grew  jealous,  and 
tnat  occasioned  a  breach  between  them."  A  third  cause  is 
described  by  Lady  Louisa  Stuart,  in  her  Litroductory  Anec- 
dotes. Lady  Mary's  statement  was  this :  ''  That  at  some  ill- 
chosen  time,  when  she  least  expected  what  romances  call  a 
Seelaratiof^hd  made  such  passionate  love  to  her,  as,  in  spite 
of  her  utmost  endeavours  to  be  angi^  and  look  grave,  pro- 
i  ^  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter ;  m)m  which  moment  he 
Bacame  her  implacable  enemy."  ^  Li  one  so  sensitive  and 
vain,  the  cause  was  adequate  to  the  effect.  A  consciousness 
of  lus  deformity  would  rush  into  his  mind,  as  Mair  Cha- 
worth's  expression  of  indifference  for  the  ^*  lame  boy,"  over- 
heard by  Byron,  shot  through  the  noble  poet* s  heart,  and 
made  him  instantly,  though  late  at  night,  dart  out  of  the 
house. 

Pope  never  made  any  other  declaration  respecting  the 
rupture,  than  that  he  had  voluntarily,  vrithout  any  misun- 
derstanding, vidthdrawn  from  the  society  of  Lady  Maj^^  and 
that  of  her  friend  Lord  Hervey,  because  they  had  too  much 
wit  for  him,  and  could  davrith  their  vrit  many  things  tiiat  he 
could  not  do  with  hisi.*  Between  1722,  when  the  lady's 
influence  was  on  the  decline,  and  1728,  when  Pope  first 
satirised  Iduiy  MaEy,  we  are  left  in  ignorance  of  tilie  dr- 

•  iMif  M.  Vf..lConUgii!!s'Letlnr.aiid  Warks,;>7  Lord  Whtmcttft. 

•  Letttt  to  a  Hoble  Lud,.Nov.  80,  ivas. 
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cumstanoes,  if  anj  existed,  wUch  had  tamed  his  loye  or  ad- 
miration into  hatoed  and  contempt.  In  the  first  edition  of 
the  Donciad  were  two  lines,  undonbtedlj  pointed  at  his  fair 
neighbour,  which  long  renuuned  a  mysteiy.: 

"  Whence  hipleas  Monsieur  mnch  complains  at  Paris, 
Of  wrongs  from  Dndiesses  and  Lady  Maries.**' 

The  allusion  was,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  centorr, 
expluned  bj  the  publication,  in  1887,  by  Lord  Whamdiro, 
of  a  series  of  letters  addressed  by  Lady  Mary  to  her  sister, 
the  Countess  of  Mar,  in  Paris,  detailing  a  transaction  with 
M.  Buremonde,  a  Frenchman.^  This  adyenturer  was  one 
of  Lady  Mary's  admirers.  He  had  taken  all  sorts  of  me- 
thods, for  nearly  a  year,  to  persuade  her  of  his  extraordinary 
attachment,  and  at  len^h  ne  came  from  Paris  to  pay  her 
a  yisit.  Lad^  Mary  adyised  him  to  sell  out  of  the  South  SesL 
fund,  in  which  he  held  some  shares ;  and  he  followed  hear 
adyioe,  putting  into  her  hands  for  inyestment  the  money  she 
had  won  for  him.  By  his  urgent  entreaties,  as  she  saio,  she 
laid  out  the  money  in  stock ;  he  took  his  leaye,  and  the  stock 
fell  more  than  a  half.  Letters  passed  between  them,  and  at 
length  the  Prenchman  wrote  that  he  had  discoyered  all  the 
lady's  tricks ;  that  he  was  oonyinced  she  had  his  money  n- 
touched;  and,  unless  he  receiyed  it,  he  would  print  her  let.  ^rs 
to  him.  He  demanded  2000/.,  which,  according  to  Lady 
Mary,  would  haye  been  seyeral  hundreds  out  of  her  pocket. 
She  called  upon  him  to  appoint  persons  to  examine  her,  be- 
fore whom  sne  was  ready  to  submit  her  accounts,  and  to  be 
questioned.  He  stiU  blustered  and  accused,  wrote  to  Lady 
Mary's  husband  (but  she  fortunately  intercepted  the  letter), 
and  threatened  to  print  the  correspondence.  The  affair  seems 
to  haye  occasioned  her  the  most  poignant  distress.    She  im- 

'  Dnndad,  book  iL  ▼.  185.  **  This  passage  was  tlioa^t  to  anode  to  a 
fiunoQS  lady,  who  cheated  a  Itech  wit  of  60002.  in  the  South  Sea  year. 
Bnt  the  anther  meant  it  in  general  of  aU  bragging  traveUers,  and  of  aU 

w and  cheats  under  the  name  of  ladies.**— J\^ote  <o  Dtmeiad,  yf<nte, 

yoLii.,  published  in  17a5. 

•  Horace  Walpole  had  seen  these  letters  at  Wobum,  and  founded  on  them 
a  chaige  of  oriminalitj  against  Lady  Mary.  He  says  the  letters  about 
Buremonde  were  ten  in  number,  i^ich  Lord  WhaxndiiSb  conoeiTed  to  bea 
mistake,- as  he  found  only  nine.  In  foot,  the  tenth  had  previously '  been 
printed,  and  is  hi  Lord  Whamoliffo's  own  edition,  yoL  iL  p.  188. 
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plovea  ber  siBter  to  interoede  on  her  behalf  for  the  sake  of  her 
children,  as  the  matter  was  too  Berioos  to  be  delayed,  and 
hninanity  and  ChriBtianity  were  interested  in  her  preeerya- 
tion!  H.  Buremonde,  however,  was  inexorable.  He  still 
demanded  the  whole  sum,  which  laAj  Mary  said  she  conld 
no  more  send  than  she  could  send  a  million.  She  then  tried 
to  work  upon  his  fears.  '^  I  desire  you  would  assure  bun 
that  my  first  step  will  be  to  acquaint  my  Lord  Stair  with  all 
bis  oblations  to  him,  as  soon  as  I  hear  he  is  in  London; 
and  if  he  dares  to  give  me  any  further  trouble,  I  shall  take 
care  to  baye  him  rewarded  in  a  stronger  manner  tiian  he  ez- 
pecto.  There  is  nothing  more  true  than  tins ;  and  I  so- 
lemnly swear,  that  if  all  the  credit  or  mon^  that  I  haye  in 
the  world  can  do  it,  either  for  firiendship  or  hire,  I  shall  not 
fill  to  haye  him  used  as  he  desenres ;  and,  since  I  know  Us 
journey  can  ouly  be  intended  to  expose  me,  I  shall  not  yalue 
what  noise  is  made."  The  affair  was  probably  adjusted 
amicably,  as  no  notice  of  it  appears  in  the  papers  of  the  day; 
but  Pope  had  received  intelligence  of  itthrougn  some  channeL 
The  high  imprudence  of  the  lady  is  obvious. 

The  poet  returned  to  the  charge  in  his  Epistle  to  Arbuth- 
not.    The  line, 

*' Wlio  BtarvM  a  sister  or  denies  a  debt," 

was  understood  to  apply  to  Lady  Mary;  but  was  generally 
considered  inexplicable,  or  a  mere  calumny.  The  case  of  M. 
Buremonde  was  known  only  to  a  few ;  none  of  Lady  Mary's 
descendants  had  heard  of  ner  starving  her  sister,  and  the 
letters  between  the  sisters  breathe  only  the  tenderest  affec- 
tion. **  Lady  Mar,"  says  Bowles,  *'  could  not  have  heea  in 
any  great  d4;ree  of  penurv,  for  when  Lord  Mar  vras  banished 
On  conseauence  of  the  rebellion  of  1716),  his  Scotch  estate, 
which  haa  been  settled  on  his  wife,  was  freely  given  her  hv 
Greorge  L,  for  tiie  maintenance  of  herself  and  daughter."  A 
&w  years  smce,  however,  the  matter  was  explained  by  the 
publication  of  some  letters  of  Lord  Orange,  younger  bro- 
ther of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  who  has  obtained  an  infamous  cele- 
brity for  his  treatment  of  his  wife,  banished  by  him  to  tiie 
remote  idand  of  St.  Eilda.^    Ghrange  was  a  busy,  plotting 

'  These  letten  from  Qnmge  to  his  brother,  lliomts  Eraldne,  were  pub- 
lished hi  Aberdeen,  fai  1846,  hi  the  MlsoeUaD  j  of  the  Spsldhig  Chib. 
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politicitii,  and,  in  1784,  he  resigned  his  seat  on  tbe  Sootidsli 
Bench  that  he  might  join  the  pmtical  party  arrayed  against 
Wali^le,  He  heeame  Seoretuy  to  the  Prince  of  Wale^and 
in  tms  sitaation  may  hare  met^with  Pope.  In  the  printed 
correspondence  of  Lady  Mary  there  is  a  hhink  in  the  letters 
addressed  to  the  Countess  of  Mar,  of  no  less  than  twelve  years, 
from  1727  to  1789.  Part  of  this  time  the  Countess  woold 
seem  to  have  suffered  from  mental  aberration.  Ortrngp  writes 
to  his  brother,  Thomas  Erskine,  22nd  March,  l780-j^  '^La^ 
H — ^r,  they  say,  is  quite  well,  and  so  as  in  common  justice  she 
can  no  more  be  detained  as  a  lunatic ;  but  she  is  obstinately 
ayerse  from^pearing  in  Chancery,  that  the  sentence  may1)e 
taken  off  Her  sister  prebably  will  opoose  her  liberty,  be- 
cause thereby  she  would  lose  and  Lora  M.  in  effect  gain 
500/.  yearly ;  and  the  poor  lady  being  in  her  custody,  and 
under  her  management,  had  need  to  be  yery  firmly  recorared^ 
for  tiie  guardian  may  at  present  so  yex,  tease,  and  plague  her, 
that:  it  would  turn  anybody  mad."  Gh»n^  had  a  pecuniary 
interest  in  procuring  the  liberation  of  toe  Countess,  who, 
with  2000/.  yearly  out  of  the  estate,  was,  he  said,  in  the 
hands  of  his  foes ;  and  there  was  no  remedy  but  to  get  a 
pardon  for  Lord  Mar,  who  could  then  legally  claim  his  own 
wife,  and  her  estate.  He  succeeded  in  getti^  the  deranged 
lady  into  his  hands ;  but  on  the  read  to  Scotland  she  was 
seized  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice's  warrant,  procured  on  the 
afBldavit  of  Lady  Mary,  that  her  sister  was  insane.  After 
manj ''  wimples  and  turns,"  as  Grance  expresses  it,  a  settler 
ment  was  made  with  Lady  Mary,  and  some  grants  obtained 
for  Lord  Mbs^b  family,  w  alpole  fiixed  the  sum  to  be  giyen 
to  herladyriiip,  for  the  custociy  of  her  sister,  at  500/.  yearhr, 
''  HuntakhetiDore^^  adds  Ghrange,  ^thu  he  did  not  believe  ste 
would  k^  out  2001.  on  Lady  Mar.*'  These  details  explain^  if 
they  do  not  fidly  justifr*,  the  poet's  satire.  There  were  harsh, 
un&minine  traits  in  the  character  of  Lady  Mary;  bnther 
beauty  and  yiyacity,  and  the  charm  of  her  published  corre- 
s^ndlence,  must  oyer  inyest  her  name  with  interest.  Her 
pictures  of  Eastern  scenery  and  manners,  herwit  and  pene- 
tration, outweigh  her  ayarice  and  scandal. 

Before  their  intercourse  was  breken  up,  both  Pope  and 
Lady  Mary  had  shared  in  another  delusion  which  was-  still 
more  abruptiy  terminated!.  Hie  famous  South  Seav  scheme 
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dauled  ihem  with  visions  of  wealth,  and  the  poet,  from  his 
intimacy  with  Oraggs,  was  apprised  of  every  favourable  torn 
for  investment.  £i  Augusty  1720,  we  find  him  despatcUng 
ft  messenger  with  all  speed  to  Lady  Mary  with  intelligence 
that  it  was  then  a  certain  giun  to  purchase  stock,  as  it  would 
rise  in  a  few  weeks.  Martha  Blount  he  also  induced  to  ven- 
ture within  the  charmed  circle.  "  I  have  borrowed  money 
upon  ours  and  Mr.  Eckershall's  orders,*'  he  writes  to  her, 
''  and  bouffht  600Z.  stock,  S.  Sea  at  180.  It  has  since  risen 
to  184.  1  wish  us  all  good  luck  in  it  !*'^^  How  much  more 
the  poet  invested  is  not  known.  He  mentioned  to  Martha 
Blount  that  he  had  kept  1500/.  lying  bv  him  (fortunate  poet!) 
to  buy  at  a  favourable  juncture ;  but  he  seems  to  have  been 
unwiUing  to  acknowledige  that  he  either  lost  or  gained  by  the 
gambling  mania.  Qby  and  his  other  friends  believed  he  was 
ft  sufferer.  To  Atterbur^  the  poet  wrote  that  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  remain  with  half  of  what  he  ima^;ined  he  had, 
and  he  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  old  Hesiod's  maxim, 
that  the  half  was  more  than  the  whole.  But  whether  this 
half  represented  his  anticipated  gains  from  the  unprecedented 
rise  in  the  stock  of  the  company,  or  the  half  of  the  money 
originally  paid  for  it,  he  has  not  explained.  He  was  prudent 
enoughi  we  suspect,  to  sell  out  in  time,  and  thus  would  retire 

M  jji  Kr.  Bogen*!  ooUectioii  was  one  of  these  anzfou  busiiieBi  notes 
xdatiiig  to  loCteij  specolations : 

MBxAB  Sot,— I  gire  70a  tUs  second  tnmble  (thoogli  I  am  ashamed  of 
tiw  fint)  to  desire  if  70a  hATe  not  actually  diq>oaed  of  jour  lotteiy  ordets, 
to  let  me  hare  them  sent  before  eleven  or  twelTe  to-morrow  morning  to 
ICr.  Jenras*s  (youts  and  all  if  yon  please) ;  for  I  beiieye  I  can  seU  'em,  or 
do  what  is  eqidTalent.  IH  add  no  more,  bat  tiiat  my  mother  and  I  Join  in 
our  good  wUies  for  Mis.  EckershaU's  and  yonr  welflae*  I  am  always, 
dear  ^,  your  moet  obliged  and  most  fidthfol  serrant,  **  A.  Pofb. 

**  Twitenham,  Hareh  2,  Wednesday  morning;*' 

Addwed,  **To  James  BckershaU,  Esq.,  with  speed." 

Teresa  Blount  and  her  (Hand  Mis.  Kelson  also  dabbled  in  these  schemes. 
«*Kezt  week,"  writes  Mn.  Kelson,  "  I  shaU  begfai  my  yentaiefor  the  lOOOl 
I  wffl  take  more  care  of  yoor  interest  than  my  own."  Again:  "OnMonday 
I  shall  bi^  thirty  tickets  in  the  Dutch  lottery,  which  I  am  so  much  a  Whig 
as  to  prefer  &r  before  ours.  There  are  ten  lOOOt  prizes;  the  tickets  aie 
but  40s.  *-pieoe,  and  the  payment  wQl  be  a  fortnight  after  'tis  drawn."— 
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a  gainer  by  Us  specolatioiis.    The  pndae  of  eqaaDimiir  lie 

**  In  South  Sea  d«jB  not  h^pier^  wImb  nmiiMd 
TIm  lofd  of  liMMMiidiL  tlmi  if  bow  csclsed.** 


Poor  Ghrf— ^80011  raised  and  soon  d^ressed*' — ^was  sunk 
almost  to  desUi  by  his  losses  in  this  disastrons  year,  and 
Lady  Mary  did  not  escape  fiom  it  without  being  inyolyed,  as 
we  hare  seen,  in  a  labyimtii  of  difiScnlty  and  distress. 

The  Iliad  was  oomnleted  in  1720,  the  fifth  and  sixth 
Tolumes  being  pnblisned  in  that  year.  Pope  ^raoefblly 
closed  his  long  and  toSscnne  labonra  witii  a  dedication  to 
Conffrere,  tims  reremng  the  nsnal  order  of  arnm^ement, 
that  ne  might,  as  he  said^leaye  behind  him  a  memorial  of  his 
frienddi^  with  one  of  tiie  most  Tsluable  of  men,  as  weU  as 
finest  writers  of  his  age  and  country.  This  dedication  to  one 
who  was  no  patron  was  considered  extraordinary;  but  as  both 
the  great  political  parties  had  patronised  the  translation, 
he  could  not  without  offence  haye  inscribed  it  ei&er  to  a 
Tory  or  a  Whig  chief.  The  prmress  of  the  work  had^  pro- 
duced abundance  of  comment.  Miadame  Dader  questioned 
some  oC  the  Enelish  trandator*s  criticism  on  Homer,  and 
complained  that  he  had  appropriated  some  of  her  notes  with- 
out adequate  acknowledgment.  Pope  replied  in  a  postscript 
to  the  Odyssey,  but  the  learned  ladr  did  not  live  to  read  his 
courteous  answer.  The  greatest  scholar  of  that  age,  Bentley, 
made  no  public  criticism ;  but  he  is  said  in  conyersation  to 
haye  remarked  that  the  work  was  a  yery  nretty  poem,  but  it 
was  not  Homer.^^  Dennis,  of  course,  assailed  the  translation ; 
and  the  lit^al  and  prosaic  character  of  some  of  his  comments 
has  a  ludicrous  effect    On  Pope's  lines, 

**  The  Mitred  rokn  l«id— tiie  fbllowliig  host, 
Poin'd  Unrth  in  mflUons,  dnken  aU  the  coast,** 

Dennis  remarks :  ^  Neyer  human  army  consisted  of  milUons  ; 
no  place  upon  earth  can  contain  such  numbers  congregated, 

"  **I  have  been  told  that  the  great  critic  (Bentl^),  who  did  not  read 
the  eennon  till  he  heard  aomething  about  Us  son  and  yon,  said  after,  *  TIs 
an  impudent  dog.  Bnt  I  talked  against  Us  Homer,  and  the  portentous  cnb 
never  forgives.*  **— Xetter  to  Mr.  iVms,  oooimtmed  hg  Sober  Adneejhm  Eoraoe^ 
1785. 
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but  what  at  the  same  time  will  starve  them."  Pope  Baw 
the  poprietj  of  this  objectioiiy  and  reduced  militant  to  thot$' 

u  At  ftom  eome  rocky  diiFthe  ahopherd  sees, 
dnttorfaig  in  he^pt  <m  heaps  the  dxiying  beea.** 

Deimis :  *^  While  the  bees  drive  thej  cannot  clutter.*^ 

^  Dnaky  they  spread  a  doae  embodied  crowd.'* 

Dennis :  '^  While  the  bees  are  a  dose  embodied  crowd,  how 
can  they  9>reaJ/** 

**  TtiMt  wraih  which  hiiri*d  to  Fhito*8  ^my  raigB 
The  aonla  of  mighty  chiefr  mtimely  slabL** 

Dennis:  ^* Now,  I  appeal  to  any  impartial  person  if  hurling 
souhto  the  gloomy  reign  of  Pluto  be  not  abominable  fustian. 
Hurling  of  souls  is  downright  ridiculous  and  burlesque,  and 
rewn  cannot  sicnify  place. 

tkamiB  concludes  by  asserting,  what  Gowper  was  not  un- 
willing to  repeat  in  oifferent  words,  that  **  the  trumpet  of 
Homer,  with  its  loud  and  yarious  notes,  dwindled  in  Pope's 
lips  to  a  Jew's  trump."  As  to  the  other  critics  of  Pope's 
trandation,  Johnson  happily  remarks,  '*  Their  writings  are 
lost,  and  tlie  names  winch  are  preserved  are  presenred  in 
the  Dunciad."  That  immortality  which  the  poet  conceived 
poetry  alone  could  confer  he  has  bestowed  equally  on  friends 
and  enemies. 

^  Amidst  the  congratulations  called  forth  by  Pope's  eman- 
cipation firom  his  laborious  yet  splendid  task,  his  mend  Qay 
greeted  him  with  a  ^'  Welcome  firom  Greece,"  so  pleasing  and 
pictoresque  in  its  subject  and  treatment,  and  so  interesting 
mm  its  characteristic  description  of  Pope's  galaxy  of  Mends 
and  admiras,  that  it  may  be  considered  as  forming  a  valuable 
part  of  his  biography.  The  original  draft  in  Gay's  hand- 
writing, but  imperfect,  is  in  the  British  Museum,  and  there 
it  bears  the  title  we  have  aflSxed  to  it.^ 

>*  It  ia  afaignlar  that  we  find  no  mentlba  of  OaVa  poem  in  the  printed 
eoneapondenoe,  nor  doea  it  aeem  to  hare  been  pulmahed  in  the  lifetime  of 
either  of  the  poets.  We  hsTe  not  been  able  to  trace  ita  publication  farther 
back  than  to  the  **  Additiona  to  the  Woria  of  Pope,**  printed  in  1776,  of  which 
George  Steerena  ia  aaid  to  haiye  been  the  editor.  Of  the  genvfaieneaa  of  the 
poem  there  can  be  no  donlit 


Digitized  by 


Google 


108  LDTB  OF  FOPl. 

ALEXANDER  POPE  HIS  SAFE  BSTUBN  FROM  TROT. 

A  CdmgnjMOMji  Poem  <m  kU  CompUtmg  kU  Trtmdaium  qf  Hcmm'9>IUai, 

or  THs  MABinat  of  thb  BBonnmig  of  thb  last  caxto  of  abiosvo. 

L 

Ixuro  haft  tiioo,  frtond  I  been  abMut  ftom  thy  aoil, 

Like  patieDt  Ithacns  at  siege  of  Troj; 
I  have  been  witness  of  thj  six  yean*  tofl, 

Thy  dally  laboim,  and  thy  idghts*  aniunr. 
Lost  to  thy  native  land,  with  great  tnnnofl, 

On  the  wide  sea,  oft  threat*^ng  to  destroy. 
Methinks  with  thee  Tve  trod  Sigisan  ground, 
And  heazd  the  shores  of  HelleqKmt  xesonnd. 

n. 
Did  I  not  see  thee  when  thoa  fint  sett*st  sail 

To  seek  adventiues  fidr  in  Homer's  land? 
Did  I  not  see  thy  sinkfaig  qdzits  fidl. 

And  widi  thy  bank  had  never  left  the  strand? 
EyHi  in  ndd  ooean  often  didst  thoa  qaaQ, 

And  oft  lift  up  thy  holy  eye  and  hand, 
Praying  tiie  Yiigfai  dear,  and  saintly  chdr, 
Back  to  the  port  to  bring  thy  bank  entire. 

TEL, 

Clieer  up,  my  friendl  thy  dangers  now  are  o*er ; 

Methinks— nay,  sore  tiie  ridng  coasts  appear  { 
Hark  bow  the  gnns  sahite  from  dther  shore, 

As  thy  trim  vessel  cats  the  Thames  so  ftisi 
Shoots  answMng  shoots,  from  Kent  and  Essex  roar, 

And  bdls  break  load  throo^^  every  gost  of  sir : 
Bonfires  do  Uaze,  and  bones  and  desvers  ring^ 
As  at  the  coming  of  some  mighty  king. 

IV. 

ITow  pass  we  Gravesend  with  a  friendly  wind, 
AndTQlmiy's  white  fort,  and  long  Blackwall; 

•■  Greenwich,  where  dweDs  the  firiend  ^homsn  kind, 
More  visited  than  dther  park  or  hall, 

anthers  the  good,'  and  (with  him  ever  Johi'd) 
Faoetioas  Dian^,*  greet  thee  (list  of  all : 

I  see  his  chimney  sm<&e,  and  hear  him  say, 

••Dokel  thafs  the  room  for  Pope,  and  that  for  Gayl 

T. 
'Gome  in,  my^friends,  here  shall  ye  dhie  and  lie^ 

And  here  shall  break&st,  and  here  dhiejigaln; 
And  sop,  and  breakfiut  on  (if  ye  cQiiq>ly), 

For  I  have  still  some  dozens  of  duunpagnex" 
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mrToioe  itfll  leMona  4tf  the  Mp  aifls  by ; 

He  WSTM  his  hand  to  bring  HI  badk  Ur Tain; 
For  now^I  jee,  I  see  prond  London's  spixea ; 
Gnenwkh  is'  lost,  «nd  Deptford  4ock  retiies. 

TI. 

Oh,  what  a  ooDooiine«wanBS  on  yonder  quay  I 

Tho  sky  re-echoee  irith  new  shoots  of  joy : 
By  an  this  show,  I  ween,  'tis  LoM  Mayor's  day ; 

I  hearthoToioe  of  tnimpet  andhantiMy. — 
Ko,  now  I  see  them  near!    Oh,  these  are  they 

Who  eomoin  crowds  to  welcome  theefhmi  Troy. 
Hail  to  tlie  bard  whom  long  as  lost  wemoomVI, 
I^xm-rfege,  fhnn  battle,  and  ftom  stQm'r8tiiiii'<dl 

TIL 

Of  gooffly  dames,  -and  -couiteous  faiigfats,  ItIsw 

The  sDken  petticoat, -and  broider^  Test ; 
Tea,  peers,  and  mighty  dnkes,  with  ribands*  bhie, 

(True  bine,  iidr  emblem  of  unstained  breast) 
Othersil  see,  >as  noble,  -and  more  true, 

•  By  no^onrt-badge  distingoisbVl  from  ther  rest  i 
First  see  I  Iffethnen,  of^incerest  mind,* 
As  Ardnir  graTO,  as  soft  as  woman  kind.* 

TIIL 

What  lady^  that,:  tawhom  he  genUy  bends? 

•Who  knows  not  hef  ?  ah  1  those  fareWor^e^s  eyes  I* 
How  artihoa'hooouM,  nnndMr'd  with  Irarftiendfl^ 

For  she  distinguishes  the  good  and  wise. 
The  sweei-tongaed  <Mnmnr  near  her  side  attends.* 

Kow  to  my  heart  the  glanoe  of  Howard  flies  f 
Kow'Herrey,  lUr  Hi  Cmo,  I  mark  ftill  weQ,* 
WUih  thee.  Tooth's  yomgest  dan^^ter,  sweet  LepelL* 

IX. 

I  see  two  lorely  sisters,  hand  in  hand. 

The  lUr-hair'd  Martha  and  TFeresa  brown  ;** 
Madge  BeUenden,  tho  tallest  of  the  land;" 

And  smiling  Maiy,  soft -and*  fkir  as  down." 
Yonder  I^ee  the  cheerftd  Duchess  etand,^ 

For  friendshlpt'seal,  and  bHthesomehmnoius  known: 
Whence  that  Urad  shoot  In  snch«  hearty  strain? 
Wl^^  the  Hamiltons  •are  hi  her  train  1 

x 
See  next  the  tieoent  Sondamore  adrance^^* 

With  Whichelsea,  still  meditating  sopg }» 
With  her  periiaps  Ifiss  Howe  came  there  by  chance,  >' 

;Kor  knows  with  whom,  or  why  shccomes^long. 
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Far  off  ftma  these  see  Santlow,  ftmed  tot  dance;*' 

And  frolie  BidkneQ,  and  lier  listar  70inig$>* 
With  othernamei,  by  me  not  to  be  named, 
Modi  lored  in  piWate,  not  in  poblie  Cunedl 

XL 

But  now  behold  the  ftmale  band  letiie, 
And  the  ihzffl  mode  of  tlMir  Toioe  Is  itiird! 

Viifiifaka  I  Me  fkmed  Bnddng^iam  admire  >* 
Tliat  in  Tkoj*!  ndn  thoa  hadat  not  been  kilTd ; 

Sheffield,  who  knows  to  strike  the  living  ^rn^ 
With  hand  Jndidoos,  like  tiij  Homer  skfflU 

Bathnrst  impetaoos  hastens  to  the  ooast,* 

Whom  yon  and  I  stziYe  who  shall  loye  the  most 


See  generous  Bulhigton,*'  with  goodly  Bnioe^" 
(But  Bmoe  oomes  wafted  In  a  soft  aedan,) 

Dan  Fkior  next,  bdored  by  ev^  muse,** 
And  friendly  Congrere^  imreproadbftil  man  I 

(Ozibrd  1»y  Cmintngfiam  hath  sent  ezcose^) 
See  heer^  Watfcins**  oomes  with  cap  and  oan; 

And  Lewis,"  who  has  never  iHend  forsaken ; 


And  T4nighton**  whl^Mng  asks — **  Is  Troy  town  taken?" 


Earl  Warwidc  oomes,  of  free  and  honest  mind;" 
Bold,  genVons  Giaggs,*  whose  heart  was  ne'er  ^Dtagnissd : 

Ah  why,  iweet  St.  John,**  csnnot  I  thee  find? 
St  John  for  ev^  social  yirtne  prised. 

Alaa!  to  foreign  dimates  he*s  ooo^ned, 
Or  else  to  see  thee  here  I  wen  surmised : 

Thoa  too,  my  Swift,  doth  bteathe  Boeotian  air;** 

When  wOt  thoa  bring  back  wit  and  hrnnonr  here? 

zrr. 
Haroonrt  I  see,  for  eloquence  lenown'd,*^ 

The  month  of  Jnstfee,  oradeoflawl 
Another  Simon  is  beside  him  found, 

Another  Simon,  Uke  as  straw  to  straw. 
How  Lsnsdowne**  smiles,  with  lasting  lanrel  crown*d! 

What  mitred  prelate  then  oommands  oar  awe? 
See  Bochester  approving  node  his  heed,** 
And  ranks  one  modem  with  the  mJ^ty  dead. 

XF. 

Gariton  and  Chandos  Hxy  anival  grace^** 
Hanmer,**  whose  elo^ence  th*  onbiaa^d  sways; 

Hariey,**  whose  goodness  opens  in  his  fooe, 
And  shows  his  heart  the  seat  when  virtiie  stiTBi 
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Ned  Blonnt''  •dvanoes  next,  whh  hasy  pace, 

In  haate,  but  sannfriiig,  hearty  In  his  ways : 
I  see  the  frindly  CaiyUa  oome  by  dosena,** 
Their  wirea,  their  imdea,  danj^tera,  eons,  and  ooiuins. 

XVI. 

Afbnthnot  there  I  aee,**  in  phyric*8  art, 

Aa  Qalen  learned,  or  fkmed  EBppocnite ; 
Whoae  oompan j  drhrea  aornnr  firom  Uie  heart, 

Aa  an  diaeaae  hia  med*dnea  diaaipate: 
KneOer  amid  the  triumph  bean  hia  part,^ 

Who  ooold  (were  mankind  lort)  anew  create: 
What  can  th*  extent  of  hia  vaat  aool  confine? 
A  paintor,  critic,  engineer,  diyine  I 

xyn. 
niee  Jervia  hails,  robust  and  debonair,*^ 

^"Sow have  we  oonqoei'd  Homer,  iHends !**  he  criee : 
Dartneof;^  grave  Joker,  Joyoos  Ford  is  there,^ 

And  wondering  Maine^  ao  hi  with  laughing  eyes, 
(Gtnr,  Maine^  and  Cheney,  boon  oompaniona  dear,^ 

Gay  &t,  Maine  fitter,  Chcn^  huge  of  rize,) 
Tea  Dennia,  Gfldon  Qiearing  then  hast  riches,; 
And  honest,  hatleas  Cromwdl,  with  red  breedies. 

xvnL 
O  Wanley,^  whence  com*st  thon  with  shortened  hair« 

And  visage  from  thy  didves  with  dnst  beq;»entt 
**  Forsooth  Qqnoth  he)  from  placing  Homer  there^ 

For  andsnta  to  compyle  ia  myne  entente: 
Of  andsnts  only  hath  Lord  Haric^  cars; 

Bat  hither  me  hath  my  meeke  lady  sent:— 
In  manuscript  of  Grseke  rede  we  tUlke  same. 
But  book  y^int  best  plesyth  my  gude  dame.** 


Yonder  I  see  among  th'  expecting  crowd 
Bvana^  with  laugh  Joooae^  and  tragic  Young; 

HSdi-bu8kin*d  Booth,*'  grave  Hawbert,*  wand'ring  Erowde,* 
And  Titoomb*s  belly  waddlea  alow  along. 

See  Digiiy  frthits  at  Southern  talUng  loud,** 
Yea  Steele  and  Tlckell  minc^  in  the  throng; 

TideU  whoae  Bkiir(in  partnndiip  they  say) 

Set  forth  for  Greece,  but  foundered  in  the  way. 

XX. 

Lo,  the  two  Doncastlea**  in  Berkshire  knownl 

Lo,  Bickford,  Fortescoe,  of  Devon  land  I 
Lo,  Tooker,  BckershaH,  Sylus,  Bawlinson  t 

See  hear^  Morley  takes  thee  1^  the  hand  I 
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Ajn,  Gsihaai,.Baaiaidge,  Joj  tiiy  TOjage  dooe; 

Bnt  idio  caacomt  the  Imrm,  thftstan,  thadMBd? 
Lo,  Stooor,**  EeDtoo,**  Caldird],  Wod,**  and  Broome;* 
Lev  thousands  mora,  lmtIirantdi7me<tiidroom! 


Howlor'd.hoirlionosi'dilioal    Tet  be  not  Tate! 

And  sora  Iboa  art  not,  ftr  I  hear  thee  say — 
«<  An  this,  mj  fkiends,  I  owe  to  Hom«^  stadn, 

On  whose  strong  iiinSoos  I  exalt  mj  hj. 
What  ftom  oontflBd&g  dties  did  he  1^ ; 

And  what  lewarda  his  grateftd  eoanti7  p^j^ 
Hone,  none  were  paid— 1^  tiien  «n  this  for  ms? 
These  honovzs,  Hom«,  had  been  Jnst  to  thee  !* 


KOTBB. 

*  TJentmani-Gengil  Homy  WWieny-who  ^ed  In  17t9.  Pope  hoaooed 
hlsmemoiTwithancpitqdi;  andhe  itmentJoned  In  the  oenespondenee  of 
Swift  and  BoUnj^xoin.  The  geMtaTsqnlet  neat  dinnsn  aeon  to  hsfe  bean 
Uf^lify  appredated  by  the  witk  '  wiflmi  ie  fteyieatly  ePoded  to  In  Mad* 
boron^'s  letters  and  dsspatches  In  the  opening  campaign  of  1708  he 
commandftrti  as  brigadisr,  1600  InCuitiy.  In  the  grsat  ai^ian  on  the  Sohal- 
knbeili  near  Dooiiwoit,  hi  Jnly,  1704  (whidi  Madbofoagjli  said  was  tim 
wanmeti  tiiat  had  been  known  for  many  yean),  the  inftntiy  was  led  1^  dw 
Sad  of  Oikn^  and  Mitfor-Gfnecal  WltiierB.  In  1706,  ICatlboroagli  wrote 
In  &voarofmtb«B  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  widiing,  as  he  said,  to  make 
him  *<a  little  easy  hi  his  dreamstanoes.*'  And  hi  Jnly,  1709,  the  great 
ddef  writes  to  Secretaiy  BojU  fnm  the  camp  atToomay,  **  Iieat-G«Mral 
'Vnthen,  who  monnted  the  trendies  on  Satarday,  got  a  contasfan  on  hla 
bceast  by  a  small  diot,  bitt  it  has  not  done  him  rniidi  hnrt"  Wltben  ra- 
tntned  to  Sn^^and  in  1711,  bat  next  year  he  was  again  with  the  army  In 
Flanden.  1^  was  appointed  a  general  officer  December  14, 1714  After 
his  long  senrices,  wlicn  the  War  of  the  Sncoession  was  condnded,  tim 
Teteran  was  entitled  to  repoee  in  hie  pleasant  realdence  at  Greenwidi,  die- 
pensfngko^itali^  among  his  aooompUdiedftiends. 

*  Cdlond  Hemy  Dimey  ^E^Mars  to  liare  Ihred  with  General  Widisn^ 
and  he  erected  the  monnment  In  Westn^nster. Abbey  to  the  OeneraTs 
memoiy.  He  was  jl. great  ftronrite  with  the  Pope  and  Swift  drde— **& 
ftiDowof  abondance  of  hnmonr,**  says  Swift;  ^an  old  battered  rske^  bat 
Teiy  honest ;  not  an  old  man,  hot  an  old  take.  Jt  wcas  he  that  sdd  of 
Jenny  Kingdom,  the  maid  of  honour,  who  is  a  little  old,  'that  sboe  die 
coold  not  get  a  husband,  the  Qoeen.dioald  giro  her  a  breret  to  aot  as  n 
married  woman."*  AdangerenaiDneBS  withwhldiDiney  was  Tisited  in 
1718  awakened  the  syaspathy  of 'hie  .ftteds  In  ^m  .extraortinaiy  degree^ 
ahowing  how  hl|^  he  was  esteemed  ■  and  .bdoved.  He  died  In  1781. 
«*Poor  Duke  Disn^y^dead,*'8ayB  Gay,  writing  to  Swift,  •'and hath  left 
what  he  had  among  his  ftiends^  among  wliom  are  Lord  BoUngbraka^  6001; 
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Jfr..PeIliain,  6001 ;  Sir  WiDitm  Wyndham*!  jonngtst  md,  6001 ;  G«iieial 
Hm,  6001;  Lofd  ICaahaaL'f  rai,  6001**  Dimey  is  jhrajB  called  ^Doke 
DiMDtjf*  he  seems  to  haye  bad  «  habit  of  using  the  word  "Duke!"  as  a 
Juniliar  errlamaUoni  as  QoLdsmith  used  to  si^,  "Bye-fore  George!** 
Colonel  Disneywasof  an  old  LinoolnsMfe  fjunily,  the  De  uneys,  of  Hennaa 
descent  At  his  own  req[ae8t,  Disney  iras  interred  in  the  same  graTe  ai 
Wlthert. 

*  Sir  Paul  Metihuen,  son  of  Mr.  Methnen,  who  negotiated  the  ikmoiis 
^BortugQese  treaty  of  1708.  He  was  Secretary  of  State  fbr  a  short  time^ 
1716-7,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Household  firom  1726  to  17S9.  Lord  Hervey 
•glres  a  emions  notice  of  Pope's  sincere  friend:  "The  character  of  tfals  man 
iras  A  Tery  singular  one;  it  was  a  mixture  of  Spaidsh  finmallty  and  Bn^^ldi 
rongjiness,  stron^^y  seaaoned  with  piide^  and  not  imtinctiired  with  honour; 
he  was  romantic  hi  his  torn  to  the  hi^^iest  degree  of  ahsmdity;  odd, !»« 
practicable^  passionate^  and  ohstinate;  a  thoroo^  oozcomb  and  a  little  mad.* 

*  Artfanr Moore,  of  Fetdiam.   Seeaafa^pageTO;  alsoProkgaetoSatirei. 

•  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montago.  Mrs.  Howard,  Coontess  of  Snflblk, 
originally  occupied  the  pkoe  here  assigned  to  Lady  Mary.    In  IhaMS.  4n 

-ihe British  Mnsenm  this  d^th  stansa  is  as  IbUows: 

^'IHiat  lady's  tiiat  to  whom  he  gently  bends? 

Who  knows  not  her?  ah!  thoee  are  Howard's  eyes! 
How  art  thoa  honoin'd,  numbered  with  her  friends, 

For  she  distingnisbes  the  good  and  wise. 
See  sweet-tongoed  Gowper  near  her  side  attends. 

Kow^to  my  heart  the  £^ce  of  Howard  flies, 
Kow  Pnlteney's  graoeftil  air  I  made  ftill  weD, 

With  thee  Youth's  yoimgest  daiq^ter,  sweet  LepeD.** 

Q§j  must  baye  had  no  small  difBcnlty  In  selecting  and  a^ynstlpg  this:  Hit 
efPope'j  friends.    The  following  Terse  is  in  th»  first  draft: 

**  See  there  two  brothers  greet  thee  with  applaose, 

Both  for  preraOing  Sequence  renownM ; 
Aigyle  the  brave  and  laiay  leam'd  in- laws, 

Than  whom  no  truer  iHends  were  ever  foimd. 
Tom  had  been  ni^  yon,  sealons  in  your  canse^ 

But  Tom,  alas!  dear  friend,  is  nnder  ground. 
Then  see  I  C6leman,  blithe  as  Urd  in  Msy, 

In  vast  surprise  to  see  this  h^py  di^.'* 

•  CMsel  BaiUie,  dan^ter  of  BailUe  of  Jervlswood,  married  hi  1710  to 
lii^  -afterwards  Sir,. Alexander  Murray,  of  Stanhope.  She  died  at  her  seat 
of  MeDerstefai,  BerwidEshire^  in  1769,  aged  slxl^-seven.  Xady  .Hervor 
■praises  her  as  the  kfaidest,  beat,  -and  most  valuable  friend  she  ever  had.  A 
painftil  incident  oocmred  to  this  lac^  in  17S1.  One  of  her  fother's  footmen 
entered  her  chamber  at  midnight,  imh^ijiistoHn.  his  hand,  and  deoJaredhJa 
passion  for  her.  She  sooceededinwreetfaig  the  pistol  from  Um,and.alasmod 
ihe  -fomify.  The  msn  was  tried  and  transported  for  the  oAnoe.  Lady 
Mary  Wortley  Montagu,  with  aingnlar  indeUcacy  and  omelty,  .madelhls 
ocearrence  theanltleetof  a  poetical  qdstle^  written  in  the  character^  Aithnr 
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7  Honietta  Hobtft,  cldflit  dtiq^itar  of  Sir  Hoiiy  Hobtrti  manM 
Hod.  0.  Hownd,  afterwiids  ninth  Eui  of  Svilblk.    See  Monl  EoBijB. 

*  John,  Loid  Hervqr-    See  Moral  Eeatji. 

'  Hiiiy  LepeD,  daughter  of  Biigadier-GeDeral  Kiefaokf  LepdL  Slie  was 
CM  of  the  Haida  of  Honour  at  the  Court  of  the  Frinoe«  Caroline,  and  waa 
Banied  tUa  year  (17S0)  to  Lord  Hervqr.  lliat  maUckma  Court  gooi^  old 
Sarah,  DooImm  of  Maiiboroa^  s^ra  that  Wm  LipelTs  ikther  made  her  « 
oomet  in  hia  regiment  aa  eoonaaehewai  bom,  "wliichii  no  mote  wrong 
to  the  derign  of  an  army,**  addi  Sarah,  "than  if  ahe  had  been  a  son;  and 
•he  waa  paid  manj  jean  after  ahe  waa  a  Haid  of  Hbooor."  She  aobea- 
qnentlj  got  a  penrion  in  Uen  of  the  ooinetej.  Lady  Hervej  waa  the  moot 
aoeoo^liahed  and  intiDigent  of  the  ThracioiiB  yoong  ladies  iriio  adonied  tiia 
Prinoem^a  Court  Her  kttan,  pabliflhed  in  18S1,  written  hi  adranoed  lift, 
are  grave  literaiy  epiitlee,  and  erinoe  exteuiTe  reading.  She  died  Sept  S, 
1768,  aged  iiztj-eight 

>•  Hartha  and  Terma  Bloont 

^  Margaret  BeDenden,  danghtff  of  John,  second  Lord  BeUenden.  la- 
stead  of  tte  faOut,  G^  had  at  iiist  s^ied  her  the  ioiiiNei<  of  the  Und. 

**  Mary  BeOendBo,  a  yoonger  lister  of  Margaret,  and  one  of  the  Maida  of 
Honour.  She  waa  the  most  celebrated  besnty  of  tiie  Conrt;  and  according 
to  Wa^Mls^  waa  never  mentioned  by  any  one  of  lier  oontemporsriei  bat  aa 
the  most  perfbct  ereatore  they  had  ever  known.  The  Prince  of  Wales  paid 
her  marked  attention,  bat  ahe  married  Colonel  Canq>bell,  one  of  the  gvooma 
of  diabeddiamber,  who  afterwards,  in  1761,  became  Duke  of  ArgyU.  Mrs. 
Can^beD  died  long  befino  this,  hi  1786.  She  was  the  mother  of  the  fifth 
Duke  of  AigrU  and  three  other  sons,  and  of  one  dan^ter,-who  became 
Coontess  of  Aj^edNuy.  The  livelfaiess  of  Ifiss  BeQenden  is  fteqaently  al- 
hided  to.  In  a  baliiid  made  on  the  qoarrel  between  GeoigeL  and  the 
Prince  of  WsUa,  at  the  christenfaig  of  the  Princess  second  son,  when  his 
Boyal  Highness  and  all  hia  household  were  ordered  to  qoit  St  James's,  this 
yoong  lady  ia  described  as  retaining  all  her  viyaoity : 

M  Bnt  BeQenden  we  needs  mast  praise. 
Who,  as  down  the  stairs  she  jumps, 
Sags  *Over  the  hOls  and  fiur  away,* 
l>BSpising  doleftd  dumps.**  • 

See  Walpole*s  **  Bemfaiiscences.*'  In  the  Soflblk  Coneqiondenoe  are  severs! 
letters  of  tfals  lady;  bat,  thoo^  supporting  her  reputation  Unr  liveUnesi^ 
thmr  are  neither  deUeate  nor  wit^.  IniiMt,  themeny  maidaofthlsCoort, 
witti  their  admirers,  Pope^  Gay,  and  Swift,  were  not  easily  restrsfaied  withfai 
the  boonda  of  strict  decoram— at  least,  if  we  Judge  them  by  the  standard  of 
modern  manners. 

u  The  Duchess  of  QoeeniheRy,  or  Doohess  of  Hamilton,  relict  of  dia 
Dnke  of  Hamilton,  who  was  killed  hi  the  doel  with  Lord  Mohnn  hi  171S. 


Hie  ftnner  waa  a  wann  and  generons  frieod  of  Oay.    For  notices  of  both 
Pnchesses,  see  notes  to  Morsl  Essays. 

>*  Lady  Scodamors.  Frances,  only  dani^ter  of  Sfanon,  fimrth  Lord 
Di|^,  married  Sir  James  Scodamore,  Yisconnt  Sligo,  and  died  in  1729. 
Thia  la^y  is  tnopmify  mentioned  hi  Pope*s  letters  to  her  rehitive,  the  Hon. 
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u  A111161  daogliler  of  Sir  Richard  Kingwnil],  of  Hampchira,  manied 
HfloeagB  Flndi,  UMirth  Bail  of  ^VHndielBea.  She  died  Aug.  6, 1720.  Her 
poemi  were  collected  and  publiehed  in  1718.  Some  of  them  poieeBB  oon- 
■ideraMe  beauty,  and  ICr.  Wordsworth  haa  mentioned  with  honour  her  piece 
entitled '•A  Nootamal  BeTerie.** 

>•  Wm  Sophia  Howe  was  another  of  the  Maids  of  Honour,  and  the  most 
mifbrtonate  of  the  fUr  group.  See  Pope's  lines  to  her,  **  What  is  TnOttyV* 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  reviewing  the  Snfiblk  Correspondence,  quotes  one  of  the 
gay  letten  of  Miss  Howe,  descril^ng  a  visit  to  Famham.  **  I  am  Jnst  come 
from  Pamham  Charch,**  she  says,  "where  I  bust  oat  in  lan^^iing  the  mo- 
ment I  went  in,  and  it  was  taken  to  be  because  I  was  Jnst  polling  oat  one 
of  my  Scotch  doth  handkerchiflfli,  which  made  me  think  of  Jenny  Smith. 
The  pastor  made  a  very  fine  sermon  apon  what  the  wickedness  of  this  woild 
was  come  to."  Sir  Walter  adds :  "Another  year,  and  what  was  this  gay, 
flnttflring^  thooj^tleas  ereatorel — ^the  victim  of  sedaction,  abandoned  by 
the  woild  for  which  alone  she  Uved,  and  dyings  in  solitade  and  ahame,  of  a 
broken  heart.  One  friend,  indeed,  she  foond ;  and  there  is  reason  to  hope, 
that  when  she  entered  Hb  coarts  she  did  it  with  other  IMings,  and  o^er 
thoof^its,  than  those  saggested  l^  doth  hawdkernhieft,  or  the  recollection 
of  Jenny  Smith.**  Miss  Howe*s  case  foims  the  sal^ect  of  an  epistle,  "  Mo- 
nfania  to  Philodes,**  l^  Lord  Hervey,  whidi  is  no  bad  imitation  of  Pope's 
epistle  of  SIdsa.    See  Doddcy's  Collectkm  of  Poems,  1768. 

^'  Miss  Santlow  was  some  thne  mistress  to  the  great  Dnke  of  Mailboroag^ 
She  was  afterwards  married  to  Booth,  the  tragic  actor.  Gibber  speiJcs  of 
her  saccess  in  the  comedy  of  the  "Fair  Quaker  of  Deal,**  hi  Fdnraazy,  1710; 
and  fifteen  years  later  Thomson  the  poet,  in  a  letter  to  his  firiend  Cranston, 
mentions  her  performance  of  Ophdia,  and  her  ddidous  dancing. 

M  Mrs.  Bidmdl  was  a  comic  actress.  She  was  one  of  the  original  per- 
formers in  Gay's  dramas  of  "Hie  What  d'ye  Call  It"  and  " Three  Hours 
after  Mazriage."  Her  sirter,  Mrs.  Yoonger,  was  also  a  comic  actress.  See 
Pope's  "Faiewdl  to  London." 

»  John  Sheffield,  Duke  of  Buckingham.    He  died  Feb.  84, 1730-1. 

"*  Allen,  Lord  Bathurst    See  Moral  Esssys. 

"  Biduttd,  third  Eari  of  Burifaigton,  celebrated  for  his  taste  and  knowledge 
of  architecture.    See  Mord  Essays. 

**  Lord  Bruce,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Aylesbury.  He  married,  in  1789 
Cardine,  the  dan^ter  of  Colond  CampbeD,  and  of  Ids  wifo,  the  beautiftil 
MaryBeDenden.    He  died  Eazl  of  Aylesbmy  hi  1747. 

n  Matthew  Prior,  the  poet,  who  died  at  ^VHmpde,  the  seat  of  the  Eaii  of 
Oxford,  In  1721.  In  Lord  Oxford's  house  he  made  himsdf  bdoved  l^  every 
living  thing — master,  chOd,  and  servant,  human  creature  or  animaL  See 
Introductkm  to  Lady  Mary  W.  Montagu's  Works  l^  Lord  Whamdifie. 
Axbuthnot,  however,  thought  that  Prior  had  a  narrow  escape  l^  dying; 
fSnr  if  he  had  lived  he  would  have  married  a  low  creature,  one  Bessy  Cmc, 
that  kqyt  an  alehouse  in  Lons-acre.  He  left  his  estate  between  this  woman 
and  his  servant  Congreve  ^oentioned  in  the  following  Une)  died  in  1789. 
For  "Oxfbrd"  (Earl  of  Oxfbrd)  see  Pope's  EpisUes.  His  flriend  Cunningham 
was  an  active  Scotdi  Member  of  Parliament,  Alexander  Cnnnfagham,  tHio 
sat  for  Benfrewddre:  he  died  hi  1748. 

**  Mr.  WatUns,  mentioned  in  Swift's  correspondence  as  Secretary  to  the 
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BofebliwibM^.  H0 WIS snptnadad li7 HaniM% SwiM proUM in  171S. 
W«tkiii8  appaui  ta  haTe  been  a  fkyomite  with  BdUngbroke»  and  aftind 

«  BfMasa  Lewie,  SeoreUiy  to  Loid  Dartmoath,  and  after^^ 
Ozfiiid: 

**  That  Lewie  le  a  ennning  ehaTer, . 
And  yeiy  mnch  in  Hediqr's  fkToar.** 

Tfaneeeid  Swift,  who  wee  fond  of  the  old  Seereterj^  traeted  him  with  th» 
leeret  negotiatbn  for  the  pnblieation  of  GoDlTer,  end  ooireeponded  wWi 
him  eo  long  ee  hie  fiwJtJee  remefned.  In  1787  Lewie  speeke  of  liie  age^ 
and  of  beii^  rednoed  elmoet  to  Mindneie  l^^  hie  eeity  writing  by  candle^ 
Ugfat  '^I  eee  nothfaig  leee  than  tiie  pipe  of'the  ea^"  he  eaye,  **ficom 
whScfa  I  hare  eome  relief  in  a  long  winter  evening."  He  lived  eeVerel  jeere 
after  thie,  end  wae  remembered  hy  Pope  in  hie  iriSL 

*•  Tide  name  ie  probebl^  tfa»  eame  ee  ^^Lawton."  John  Lawton,  the 
AepieeoulaUie  of  an  old  Gheihire  fiunfly,  dietently  related  to  the  Templee 
of  Stowe,  weemairledtoaeieterofPope^efUend,  theBexiofHelifiuc  Bh 
eon  JTolmi  ILP.  fbr  Neweeetie^ander-Lynei  died  in  1740.  Another  John 
Lawton^  DepntT^Teller  of  the  Bzoheqner,  died  in  1741. 

«  Addieon's  etep-eon^  to  whom  Tickell  ineoibed  hie  edition  of  Addieoi^s 
woffce,17SL  SailWarwickdMnoi  live  to  reed  TibkeirBbeandftaifaiee. 
<«  I  eanooi  bnt  tUnk  it  a  TOiy  odd  eet  of  inddente,  that  the  book  ehorid  be 
dedtOatedly  adeedman(Addieon)  to  a  dead  men  (Oregge),  and  even  that 
tiMnew  pataxnt  to  whom  TibkeU  choee  to  ineerlbe  hie  Tereae  ehoold  be  dead 
aleo  befSbre  they  were  pabUehed.  Had  I  been  in  the  editoi'e  plaoe^  I  ehoold 
have  been  alitdeappnhenahreftirmjedt'^-^ilMrterifio  B^  ITtL 

»  Secieteiy  Gregge.  He  diod  IUjl  15«  1720-1,  aged  thirty-ftte.  See 
Fope*s  ^itaphe. 

St  jjgft^  Bdllngbrdke,  who  wae  then  in  Tnno^  Bi  1728  he  obtafaied  a 
ftin  pardon  and  retnzned  to  England. 

**  Swift^e  avenion  to  IreUnd  ie  well  Joiown^    See  thO'Donciad. 

*^  Simon,  the  firet  Tieoomtt  Harooort,  elevated  to  the  peoage  in  1711. 
Next*  yeer  be  wee  made  Lord  Chennellor.  He  died  Jnlj  SO,  17ST,  eged 
iixty-eeven.  Wm  eon,  the  Hon.  Simon  Heroonrt,  mentioned  in  the  eeme 
•tense,  predBoeeeed  hie  fkther,  dyfieg  in  1720.    See  Pope's  Epitephe. 

"George  OrenviQe^  Tisooont  Lanedowne.  On  hie  friend  Atterimiy 
being  aoooeed  of  treeeon  in  1722,  Lanedowne  deemed  icpmdent  to  retire  to 
tlte  Continent  He  oontinned  abroed  for  ten  Teecs,  bot  retained  and  disd 
in  Eujriend,  in  1785. 

**  Dr.  Aiterbiirj,  Blehop  of  Booheeter,  woold  eeem  to  hsTe  had  a  hebit 
of  nodding.hie  heed  to  exprees  hisepprobatlon;  for  Pope  eleo  eUndee  to  the 
peculiarity  in  hie  Prdogne  to  the  Satiree. 

s*  Lord  Cedton  end  the  Doke  of  Ohendoe.  See  BpOi^giiato  the  Setlree 
and  Morel  Eesajs.. 

••  SirThomaeHenmer,  SpeekeroftheHonseofXJdmmone.  SeeNoteeto 
Dnnciad. 

**  Edward,  eeoond  Eeilof  Oxford,  oelebratedfor  hie  megnifloent  Hbraiy 
and  oolleciion  of  manneoripte.    The  latter  were  puehased  by^  Qovcmment 
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ftrftYBmoflOyOOOt,  andnow  ftem  the  Hazl«iiii  Collection  in  tbe  Bxitbh 
Wmam    The  Eul  died  in  1711,  aged  forty-two. 

**'  BMruni  Blount,  of  Blagdon^  Doronehire;    Efee  Appendix. 

"'Tteheadof  tbii  fkmilj,  in  172a,  wm  John  OaiyU,  of  West  Grinstead^ 
in#ftiMZi  HediMinl786.  Tbree  members  of  this  fiunily  8al»eribed  to 
FdpeV  Iliads  the  Hon;  John  Cioyll,  John  Caiyll,  Jan.,  Esq.,  and  Bichard 
Carvfi^  Esq." 

"  Dr.-  AMmthnol.    See  ante^  p.  104,  and  Prdogae  to  the  Satires; 

^'Sfar^Fodfrey  iras  then  above  seventy,  but'  Ids  vanity  and  eccentricities 
item  to  have  aflbrded  great  amnsement  to  the  Pope  drde;  Thisy  "fooled 
hbtt'tcr^hto  t<^  of  his  Imtt,"  and  as  he  conld  bear  any  amount  of  flattery, 

"  Who  pepper^  the  hig^t  was  sorest  to  ^ease." 

Sir  Godfrey  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  administered  the  laws  at 
T#iddBnhani^  if  we  may  credit  Pope,  somewhat  in  the  style  of  Sancho 
Fansa;  Vpiut  one  oceaston,  however,  he  is  rqrarted  io  have  turned  the  laugh 
^piiAst  thapoet  Pope,  in  banter,  said  if  Sir  Qodfiney  had  been  consulted 
in  the  creation  of  the  world,  it  would  hav»  been  made  more  perfect  than  it 
is ;  i^on  .which  tha  painter,  looking  at  the  diminutive  person  of.  his  friend, 
said,  **  There  are  soim  UUU  Udm  io,  it  I  think  I  could  have  mended.**  Pope 
said  to  Spenoa— "  I  paid  Sir  Godfrey  a  visit  but  two  days  before  he  died, 
and  I.tld^  I-never  saw  a  scene  of  so  much  vanity  in  my  Ufa.  He  waa 
lying-in  his  btod  and  contemplating  the  plan  h»had  made  for  his  own  monu- 
ment. Hifer  laid  many  gross  things  in  relation  to  himself,  and  thB  memory 
ha  shoidd  leave  beldnd  him.  He  sidd-  he  should  not  like  to  lie  among  the 
zascalB  at  Westminster^  a  memorial  there  would  be  sufBdent ;  and  dwired 
matowiHe  aaepiti^  forit.  I  did  so  afterwards;  and  I  think  it  is  the 
wont  tfafiHg  reverwTote-in  my  life^"  Kneller  was  buried  at*  Twickenliam, 
Kov.  7,  .17t%  and  thr  **  memoriaV^  a  showy  monument  by  Eysbrack,  was 
erected  in-  Westminster  Abbey. 

«>  GhadesJervas,  the  portrait  painter.  See  Pope's  Epistite;  also"  Tatier,** 
Ho.  4. 

^'  ▲  cdeteated  epibuzet;    Sea  Bope*s  Imlt.  of  Horace^ . 

^  Ghadea  J?erd,..whom  Swift  got  i^pohited  Gazetteer  hi  1712.  He  was 
one  of  the  Dean*a  humble  friends  and  faithfdl  correspondents, .  and  so  much 
in  flivour  tliat  Swift  used  to  celebrate  his  birthday,  which  was  on  the  1st  of 
January.  Ford  waa  an  Irishmanr  a  bachelof,  and  a  man  of  easy  convivial 
habits.  He  lodged,  in  his  latter  days,  hi  little  GleveUnd-conrt,  St. 
JaaasV^plaee^'  wUch^  h«>8ays,. oondsted 4>t  but  six  hoases  in  alL  J9tf  house 
waa  a  small  one  of  two  stories,  and  his  whole  fiunUy  were  a  man  and  a 
nuddf  both  at  boazdtW«gea«.  Then  tiie.  old  badieler.  lived  a  regular  town 
Bill— from  his  honsa  t»  the  Mall,  then  to  the  Gocoa^tree.(the  Tory  coffw- 
honaa  in  St.  James*8-street),  thenceto  the  tavern,  and  from  the  tavern 
pratty-latetobed. 

^  Several  Jiames  in  this  list  belong  to  that  class  whom  Gay  in  a  previous 
stanza  characterises  aa  **much  loved  in  private,  not  in  public  fiuDod.** 
Kldne  is*  a  Devonshire  name,  and  there  was  a  fiimily  named  Gheneyj  of 
Pfaihoe,  jta  DovonsUre,  connected  with  the  Bloonts  of  Blagdon.  Gay,  like 
ft  troe^on  ofDevon,  may  have  introduced  as  many  of  his  countevmen  aa  he 
conld  into  his  poem ;  but  Chen^  is  most  Hkely  Dr.  Geoige  Gh^yne,  the 
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MDinMitplijrfoiaa  and  BiadBnl  wxitor,  iHio  wm  at  one  tfans  nntilEibk  ftr 
hiadbMf^aiidooitTiTialhablti.  Inblswork,  •'TlMEii83iibM«li4rf''ln 
datoibiaMaoimeaae  hoirhewtorinad,tooktoanJlkfirt,  thgnwCyaad, 
iwdlad  ooft  to  thir^-two  ttOMi  weight,  and  finally  rsrwted'to  hU  ndlk 
ngfann,  on  nbleh  ba  flBjoyad  good  health  tfl]  lite  daath  In  174a,  at  Iba  aca 
of  aefenly-two.  In  the  nei^l&iiihood  of  BaUi  (where  Gheyne  ttfid  and 
died)  Iha  name  la  pcononnoed  aa  ipelt  1^  Gay,  and  in  aome  of  Iha  Jomnals 
of  ^at  tfana  it  la  written  ^  Chtrntj,"  Tookar,  mentioned  In  atannzx^  la  a 
I>evooBhlfenania,thaTookanofSseter.  One  John  Tookar,  of  Norton  HaO, 
BomeiaetBhlre  (of  the  aame  flunlly  aa  the  Bzetar  Todken),  wu  ao  aealooa 
a  JaooUta  that  be  had  inaoiibed  on  hia  tomb,  '*  Inooneoaen  lldel  JaoobiU," 
wbidi  xemalned  In  ChiloompUm  Chmch  ftom  1787  to  18S5.  WUh  Dennla 
and  GOdon,  and  Hemy  GnMnwdl,  mentioned  after  Maine  and  GheMj,  tiba 
reader  ia  already  aoqnalnted* 

«Honi|hmWaalqr  [bom  1678,  died  1786]  wu  librarian  to  Iba  Bad 
of  Ozfbrd.  He  waa  a  leabma  antkiiiaiy,  and  made  ooMideratJa  eoOeo- 
tkma  relatife  to  ardueology  and  bibliography.  The  fiUowfaig  li  an  amna- 
Ing  letter  addreawd  to  Wanleyly  Pope; 

■*To  my  worthy  and  apeeial  Friend,  Maiatie  Wan^y,  dweOfag  at  aiy  ifai- 
golar  goode  Loi^a,  my  Lord  of  Ozfiord,  Undfy  preaent 

**  WoBXHT  Snt,— I  ahall  take  It  aa  a  alngolar  marie  of  your  frkndly  ^Ba- 
poaltknandkindneaaetome^lfyoQwilliaeommendto  mr  palate  ftom  the 
aacperienoed  taata  of  yonn,  a  donaalne  qoartea  of  goode  and  wbuleauuie  wine, 
andi  aa  yee  drink  at  the  Genoa  Anna,  fSnr  the  wblob  I  will  in  bononabie 
aort  be  faidabted,  and  well  and  truly  pay  the  owner  thereoi;  your  aald  mei^ 
ofaant  of  wbiee  at  the  aaid  Genoa  Arma.  Aa  witnem  flitt  myne  band^ 
wUdi  alao  wttneiieUi  ita  maater  to  be,  in  aoolb  and  rinoarilj  of  heart, 
^  Goode  air,  yom  eT«  boonden, 

M  PromTwiokenbam,  tbia  tote  of  JoUe,  1785." 

<•  Dr.  Abel  Brana,  Oxford,  naoally  called  the  epigTMnmatlit  Hewaaof 
St.  Jobn*aCoOeg^  and  nnioh  in  the  confidence  and  eiteem  of  Pope.  Bowlea 
qnotea  the  ep^ram  made  on  Brana  when,  aa  bnraar,  be  oat  down  sone  tieea 
before  hia  Gouege: 

"  The  r^gne  Aegaltowa  asbla  flUe  foreeeea, 
And  beara  the  like  antipathy  to  treea." 

Tbia  waa  made  1^  Dr.  Tkdiow,  a  peraon  remarkable  tor  oorpolenfly,  upon 
whom  Brana,  in  retaliatfon  wrote^ 

^  When  T^idhnrtreada  the  atreete,  the  paTloi8C7, 
*  God  Ueea  yoo,  afar,*  and  lay  theirrammcn  l^." 

**  T^ragio  Toong,"  mentioned  after  Brana,  waa,  of  oouae^  Bdward  Toong^ 
the  poet 

<'  Barton  Booth,  the  tragedian  [bom  1681,  died  1788].  Boo&  eloped 
from  Weatminater  School,  at  the  age  of  aerenteen,  to  ooomienoeaetor.  Ha 
waa  bhMjr  celebrated  in  the  pemonation  of  tragic  cbaracteii,  and  waa  the 
or|gfaiiaCatoinAddiion'atngiB4y.  He  waa  bnxied  in  Weetmlnater  Abbey, 
where  bla  widow  erected  a  moniunental  boat  to  hia  memory. 
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«  JaiiMS  TnmdM  ICAwbert,  a  portndt  ptinter.    Dallftwaj  uj§  h%  dlstin* 
gnldied  Umielf  1^  eoiTing  aU  tha  portrait!  of  BngUdi  p^ 
with;  and  that  Diydoi,  Wycherlaj,  Gongnm,  aad  Pope  aat  to  him.    He 
died  hi  1746,  aged  eifl^ty. 

*  Phi^Fhywde^  a  dramatitt,  aUnded  to  in  Pope'i  FaieweQ  to  London. 

**  The  Hon.  B.  Digbjr.    See  Pope'i  E^taphi. 

**  Some  of  the  namea  hi  thia  itanaa  liaTebeen  prerioaalj  introdnoed^-aa 
the  Doncaatlea  of  Bini&eld  (whoee  (kmilj  held  the  manor  of  Bfaifleld  for  two 
oentaiiea),  CkmnacOor  Biddbrd  (of  the  family  of  Biekford  of  DnnaUnd), 
and  Mr.,  afterward!  Judge,  ForteMme^  of  FaUopit  The  Devonahire  For- 
taecnee  were  fkmone  for  Uwyen— hsring  giren  a  Chief  Jnatioe  to  Ireland, 
and  a  ChSrf  Jnatioe  to  England,  beiid!!  Pope*!  fiiend,  the  Heater  of  the  BolU. 
St^erdial],  Gleik  of  the  Kitchen  to  Qoeen  Anne,  died  at  Drayton  in  1758, 
aged  aercnty-lbnr.  The  name  of  Sykea  is  of  Yoi^ihire  renown.  Bawlinaon 
waa  not,  we  anapeet,  Thomaa  Bawlinaon,  the  fiunooa  hook-oollector,  bnt 
WHUam  SoiSHmm,  mentioned  in  Pope*a  wiH,  and  who  waa  alao  a  IHend  of 
Swift  and  BoUngfaroke.  Thi!  gentleman  had  been  a  merchant  in  London, 
hntretifedftombaahie!!,attd1i?edinOxfordahire.  **  Hearty  Horl^  may 
hare  been  Geoige  Modey,  afterward!  appohited  a  commieaioner  of  Um 
lotteiy.  There  waa  a  peraon  of  the  name  a  writer  in  the  Mlicenaniea,  and 
aiao  Mr.  Modey,  hneband  of  the  Thaleetria  of  the  Bape  of  the  Lock,  and 
eiater  of  ffir  George  Brown,  Beikahire,  the  Sir  Plnme  of  the  aame  poem. 
Brown  took  hi^  offiBnoe  at  the  manner  in  which  he  ia  drawn  in  the  Bape  of 
the  Lock,  and  Qay  doea  not  indude  him  among  the  poet'e  iUenda.  Ayrs  may 
be  ^  Squire  Ayre,"  the  poet*a  Mogn^her,  who  certainly  claimed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  Pope  after  the  pnUication  of  the  JSmtLj  on  Man.  Squire 
Ayre,  lunrerer,  waa  ao  Tory  amall  a  man  that  we  tmnk  Qay  muat  liaTe 
meant  one  of  Pope'a  nelc^iboun,  the  Eyrea  of  Welfbrd,  in  Beikahire.  Gra- 
ham i!  a  common  name,  and  identiilcatbn  here  ia  imponible.  Tliere  were 
at  thia  time  a  Thomaa  Graliam,  apothecary  to  the  king,  and  Dr.  Graham, 
warder  of  the  Freemaaona ;  old  Colonel  Graham,  of  Bagihot  Heath,  Ao. 
Bndcerldge  may  hare  been  Mr.Baynting  Buckridge,  an  officer  who  had  been 
in  the  Eaat  India  ComMiiy*a  Sertioe,  and  who  died  in  1788. 

•■  Thomaa  Stonor,  Beq.,  of  Stonor  Paik,  the  heed  of  a  Catholic  Cunfly, 
now  lepreaeoted  1^  Lord  Camoya.  Mr.  Stonor  died  in  1788,  and  Pope  eaid 
lie  had  loot  1^  hie  death  **  a  yeiy  eaqr,  humane,  and  gentlemanly  neigh- 


M  EiyahFenton,thepoft    See  Pope*a  Epitapha. 

**  Periiape  John  Ward,  the  philologiat  and  antiquary,  who  waa  appohited 
J*totdmu  of  Bhetorio  in  Greiham  CoDege  in  1780. 

••  The  Ber.  William  Broome,  of  St.  John'a  CoUeKe,  Cambridge,  after- 
warda  aieodated  with  Pope  in  the  trandation  of  the  Odyaaey. 


Pope  must  hare  been  highly  gratified  with  this  poetical 
blaxon,  though  death  and  fu)8ence  bad  reduced  tbe  roU  of 
friends.  Peterborough  was  then  abroad.  Pamell  had  died 
in  1718,  and  in  a  few  months  tins  loss  was  followed  by  that 
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of  GflrthandSowe.  These  were  early  and  amoere  fiienda. 
and  ibe  social  ciiele  of  poets  was  tiins  already  narrowed,  and 
Time  was  teaching  the  prosperous  bard  of  Twidcenham  one 
of  its  sternest  and  saddest  lessons.  In  another  year  Addison 
was  gone,  and  Hi  death  must  faaye  struck  a  monitory  biell 
of  a  deep  and  solemn  tone.  Atterbuir  was  ziazt  to  he 
ssfrered  fiom  him  as  a  State  cximinaL  On  the  24tii  of  An- 
gnsty  1722^  as  tibe  bishop  was  residing  at  his  deanery^  he 
was  arrested  on  a  diaige  of  treasonable  correspondttLce  with 
Que  fretendiNr,  and  was  taken,  with  all  his  papers,  before  the 
Pri??T  CoanciL  Iietters,  written  under  feigned  names,  were 
promiced,theobjectof  which  was  to  obtain  a  foreign  force  of 
5000  troops,  to  land  under  the  Dnke  of  Ormond.  The  pub- 
lication ot  Atterbnrr's  correspondence  and  the  Stoart  papers 
has  since  folly  estaolished  his  criminality,  but  the  evidence 
aasunst  ham  was  slight.  Similarity  of  muidwriting  was  a 
Blender  ^tcnmi  of -accosation,  and  Atterbiuy  would  make  no 
iffplanation  or  acknowledgment  to  the  Bdiry  OomidL  One 
aeeminghr  trifling  circomstance  wdghed  agaanst  him.  ^'^ero 
>nou 


no  doubt  that  the  le^^ers  to  and  from  Jones  and  Sling- 
ton  were  of  a  treasonable  nature;  the  point  was  to  proye 
that  these  names  were  designed  {<x  the  bishop.  Now,  it  so 
happened,  that  Mrs.  Atterbury,  who  died  osrly  this  jear,  had 
a  Sttle  b^ore  received  a  present  from  Xiord  Mar  m  France 
of  «  small  spotted  dog  oilled  Hailefuin,  and  this  animal 
Imdng  brok^i  its  leg,  imd  being  left  with  one  Mrs.Banies  to 
be  ciued,  was  more  than  cmce  m^itioned  in  the  correapon- 
dence  of  Jones  and  IlUngton.  Mrs.  Barnes  and  some  other 
persons  were  examined  before  the  Council  on  this  subjed^ 
and  thejr,  supposing  that  at  all  events  there  could  be  sio 
treason  in  a  lap-dog,  readily  owned  that  Haxlequin  was 
intended  for  the  BiMiop  of  Sochester,  There  were  many 
other  collateral  proofr,  mit  it  was  the  throwing  up  this  little 
straw  which  dectsively  showed  from  what  quarter  blew  the 
wind."^  Atterbury  was  comndtted  to  the  Tower,  and  was 
so  strictly  guarded  and  watched  that  Pope  said  even  pigeon- 
pies  sent  to  him  were  opened.  **  It  is  tue  first  time,"  adds 
the  poet,  ''that  deadpiaeom  have  been  suspected  of  conyey- 
ing  inteUigence."    A  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  enacting 

^  LordllahaD*!  Histoiy  of  Eoglaiid. 
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bazuflhment  and  depriyation,  bat  witbont  forfeiture  of  goods, 
was  carried  against  the  bishop  in  the  House  of  Commons 
without  a  division. 

On  the  8th  of  Mj^^  1728,  Atterbuir  was  brought  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  Hb  bad  written  to  Pope  (April  10),  that 
he  might  call  upon  the  poet  to  give  eyidence  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  be  spent  his  time  at  the  deaneiy,  *'  whidi,"  he 
added,  "  did  not  seem  calculated  towards  managing  plots  and 
conspiracies."  Pope  was  accordingly  called,  but  his  self- 
possession  seems  to  hare  deserted  lum.  He  got  nervous  and 
confused,  ancL  as  he  himself  related  to  Spenee,  ''thoughlhad 
but  ten  words  to  say,  and  that  on  a  plain  poin^  how  the 
bishop  spent  his  time  whilst  I  was  witn  him  at  Bromley,  I 
made  two  or  three  blunders  in  it^  and  that,  notwithstanmng 
the  first  TOW  of  lords,  which  was  all  I  could  see,  were  mostly 
of  my  acquaintance."  Even  Ghorick,  upon  on^  occasion, 
thongn  so  much  accustomed  to  public  appearances,  made  as 
indirtinot  and  confused  a  witness.  On  the  111b  of  May, 
Atterbury  entered  npon  his  defence,  and  delivered  an  elo- 
gnent  and  argumentatiye  address — in  some  parts  highly 
pathetic— but  without  inyalidating  any  essential  part  of  the 
evidence.  The  tone  of  this  speech— -tne  bishop's  complaints 
of  the  proceedings  acainst  him  by  so  eztraordinarr  a  method 
as  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties — ^the  hardships  he  had  und^- 
gone  in  the  Tower,  and  the  restrictions  which  had  been  put 
upon  his  only  consolation,  the  visits  of  his  beloved  daughter 
-Hill  these  topics,  heightened  hj  strong  feeling  and  armilly 
blended,  render  Atterbuiys  defence  not  dissimilar  in  charac- 
ter to  the  more  memorable  one  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  before 
his  accusers  of  the  Long  Parliament.  The  bill  passed  by  a 
majoriiy  of  88  to  48 ;  and  his  Majesty  having  riven,  though 
reluctantly,  his  assent,  the  bishop  prepared  for  nis  departure 
to  I^rance.  Pope  had  written  to  nim  shortly  before  (April 
20),  nnder  the  unpression,  then  apparent,  that  the  bill  would 
pass,  reminding  hun  of  the  fate  of  Tully,  Bacon,  and  Claren- 
dozi^  the  disgraced  part  of  whose  lives,  ne  said,  was  now  most 
envied,  and  was  that  which  he  was  sure  the  bishop  would 
choose  to  have  lived.  His  personal  affection  for  Atterbury 
was  strongly  expressed,  and  tiie  letter  concludes  with  this 
striking  dedaration:  '^Perhaps  it  vnll  not  be  in  this  life 
only  mA  I  ahall  bave  cause  to  remember  and  acknowledge 

p2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


212  LIVB  OJ  FOPl. 

tbe  friendBhip  of  tbe  Bishop  of  Bochester."    The  folbwing 
is  Pope's  fiurewell  letter : 

''Onoe  more  I  write  to  joii«  as  I  piomised*  and  tliia  onoe,  I  fear, 
will  be  the  last!  the  oortam  inH  aoon  be  drawn  between  mj  friend 
and  me,  and  nothing  left  bat  to  wish  joa  a  bngflpod^iighi  Majjoa 
emoy  «  state  of  repose  in  this  life,  not  unlike  that  sleep  of  the  soul 
wbich  some  haye  belieyed  is  to  succeed  it,  where  welieutterlj  forset- 
fill  of  that  world  from  which  we  are  gone,  and  ripening  for  thai  to 
which  we  are  to  go.  If  tou  retain  any  memory  of  the  ptot^  let  it  only 
image  to  you  whM  has  pleased  you  best ;  sometimes  present  a  dream 
of  an  absent  friend,  or  bring  jou  back  an  asTeeaUe  conyersation.  But 
uponthe  whole,  I  hope  you  wm  think  less  m  the  time  past  than  of  the 
future;  as  the  former  has  been  less  kmd  to  tou  than  the  latter  infrd- 
libly  will  be.  Do  not  dent  the  worid  your  studies;  they  will  tend  to 
the  benefit  of  men  against  whom  you  can  hare  no  complamt,  I  mean 
of  aU  posterity;  ana  peihaps,  at  your  time  of  life,  nothing  dae  is 
worth  your  care.  What  is  eyery  year  of  a  wise  man's  life  but  a  cen- 
sure or  critique  on  the  past  P  Those  whose  date  is  the  shortest,  liye 
long  enough  to  langh  at  one  half  of  it:  the  boy  despises  the  infant, 
the  man  the  boy.  the  philosopher  both,  and  the  Christian  aU.  Tou  may 
now  begin  to  think  your  manhood  was  too  much  a  puerility;  and 
you'll  neyer  suffer  your  ase  to  be  but  a  second  infancy.  The  toys  and 
baubles  of  your  chudhooa  are  hardly  now  more  below  you  than  those 
toys  of  our  riper  and  of  our  dedininff  years,  the  drums  and  rattles  oi 
ambition,  andi  the  dirt  and  bubbles  of  ayarice.  At  this  time,  when  you 
are  cut  off  from  a  litUe  sodefy,  and  made  a  oitisen  of  the  world  at 
large,  you  should  bend  your  talents  not  to  serye  a  party,  or  a  few,  but 
aU  mankind.  Your  jB;emus  shouU  mount  aboye  that  inist  in  which  its 
particwation  and  nei^ibourhood  with  earth  long  inyolyed  it ;  to  shine 
abroad  and  to  heayen,  ought  to  be  the  business  and  the  gbi^  of  your 
present  situation.  Bememberitwas  at  such  a  time  that  the  greatest 
ligfats  of  antiquity  dassled  and  biased  the  most,  in  their  reueat^  in 
their  exil^  or  in  their  death:  but  why  do  I  talk  of  dasding  or 
bladngP  it  was  then  that  they  did  goo^  that  they  gaye  lights  and 
that  they  became  guides  to  mankind. 

''Those  aims  afi>ne  are  worthy  of  spirits  truly  giea^  and  such  I 
therefore  hope  will  be  yours.  Besenment  indeed  may  remain,  per- 
haps cannot  oe  quite  extmgnished,  in  the  noblest  minds :  but  reyenge 
neyer  wiU  harbour  there :  hig^  prindpleB  than  those  of  the  firsts  and 
better  princroles  than  those  of  the  latter,  w^  in&Dibly  influence  men 
whose  thoughts  and  whose  hearts  are  enlarged,  and  cause  them  to 
prefer  the  whole  to  any  part  of  mankind,  especially  to  so  small  a  part 
as  one's  sin^  sdf. 

''Bdie?e  me,  my  Lord,  I  look  upon  you  as  a  s^t  entered  into 
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another  life,  as  one  jast  upon  the  edge  of  immortality;  where  the 
paasiona  and  affections  must  be  much  more  exalted,  and  where  jou 
ong^t  to  despise  all  little  views  and  all  mean  retrospects.  Nothing  is 
worth  yonr  lookinff  back;  and  therefore  look  forwm,  and  make  (as 
yon  can)  tiie  worla  look  after  joo.  Bat  take  care  that  it  be  not  with 
pitf  ,  but  with  esteem  and  admiration.  I  am  with  the  greatest  sin- 
oentr.  and  passion  for  your  fJEune  as  well  as  happiness, 

"Your,&c."" 

Atterbniy  went  into  exile  the  following  month.  On  the 
I7tli  of  June  he  took  leave  of  his  friendsy  and  presented 
Pope  writh  bis  Bible— a  memento  which,  late  in  life— in  1789 
— the  poet  gave  to  his  friend  Salph  Allen,  and  it  was  used  in 
the  chapel  of  Prior  Park.  Atterbury  had  on  a  previous 
occasion  pressed  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  on  his  friend,  to 
which  Pope  made  this  curious  answer :  "I  ought  first  to  pre- 
pare m  J  mind  for  a  better  knowledge  even  of  good  profane 
writers,  espedallj  the  moralists,  Ac^  before  I  can  be  worthy 
of  tasting  that  supreme  of  books  and  sublime  of  all  writings.*' 
And  an  anecdote  has  been  related,  on  the  alleged  authority 
of  Pope,  tending  to  prove  that  Atterbuiy  himself  was  nearly 
all  his  lUe  a  sceptic.^    This  is  incredible.   He  was  aspiring, 

>«  LettexB  of  Mr.  A.  Pope,  Loodon,  1787. 

^  Lord  ChcBterfleld  xelates  a  ditmnsUiitial  atoiy  to  this  effect:  "I  went 
to  him  (Pope)  one  moraJiig  at  TwidMnham,  and  fonnd  a  large  folio  Bible 
with  gilt  claaps  lying  before  him  on  his  table;  and  as  I  kneir  his  way  of 
thinking  upoa  that  book,  I  asked  him  joooedy  if  he  was  going  to  write  an 
answer  to  it  '  It  is  a  present,*  said  he,  *or,  rather,  a  legacy  from  my  old 
friend  the  Bishop  of  Bodiester.  I  went  to  take  my  leave  of  him  yesterday 
in  the  Tower,  when  I  saw  this  Bible  upon  the  table.  The  Bishop  said  to 
me,  **  My  frioid  Pope,  considering  yonr  infirmities  and  my  age  and  exfle,  it 
it  not  lUcdy  we  shonld  ever  meet  again;  and  therefore  I  give  yon  this 
legacy  to  remember  me  l^.  Take  it  home  with  yon,  and  let  me  advise  yon 
toaUdel^it"  «« Does  yonr  Lordship  abide  l^  it  vomnelf?**  "Ido."  «If 
yon  do,  my  Lord,  it  is  bnt  lately;  may  I  bog  to  know  what  new  lights  or 
argoments  have  prevailed  with  yon  now  to  entertain  an  ophiion  so  contrary 
to  that  whidi  yon  entertained  of  that  book  aU  the  former  pert  of  yonr  lifor* 
The  Bishop  replied,  ^  We  have  not  thne  to  tslk  of  these  tUngs;  but  take 
home  the  book.  I  wQl  alride  by  it,  and  I  recommend  yon  to  do  so  too ;  and 
80  God  bless  yonP ' "  The  tenor,  terms,  and  dates  of  Atterbnry's  corre- 
spondence with  Pope  aU  refrite  this  story.  How  it  originated,  or,  rather, 
lor  whom  it  was  fobricated,  we  cannot  say ;  error,  like  tmtfa,  is  often  in- 
tcmtable.  Chesterfield  was  strongly  tinctured  with  infidelity,  bnt  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  bear  voluntary  testimony  to  the  Christian  charscter  of  an- 
other friend^  Arbnthnot 
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tnrbnlent,  and  fidiUeBS  as  a  politidaB,  and  not  wiiboiit  dia« 
frim^lfl^of^  and  hvpocriB^  in  priyafce  life;^*  but  his  wliole 
career,  his  published  wntiiigs  and  cQRQspondenee,  are  op- 
posed to  the  idea  that  he  disbelioYed  the  nifch  he  preached 
andprofessed.  OnthelSthof  JoneyAtteibuiywasembariced 
on  board  a  man-of-^rar  and  eonyayed  to  Calais,  afterwhichbe 
entered  into  the  sernce  of  the  Cheralier,  first  as  his  confi- 
dential agent  at  Brussels,  and  afterwards  at  Paris.  In  1725 
he  was  the  chief  Jacobite  counsellor  and  director  in  Erance^ 
and  had  organised  an  expedition  to  Scotbnd  for  raising 
the  Highland  dans,  then  indignant  at  the  disarming  act. 
Atterbuiy  snmmoned  a  meeting  of  the  ohie&  in  France,  and 
drew  np  for  ihem  a  memorial  to  the  exiled  Court,  urging  im- 
mediate action,  and  implormg  instnictions  and  reeonzces. 
The  Cheralier  was  poor  and  timid:  he  recommended  a  profias- 
sion  of  submission  to  the  act;  but  this  peacefbl  messsffe 
Atterbiii7  nerer  deUyered!  He  nUimatelj  obtained  wd 
consent  of  his  royal  master,  and  a  special  enyoj  was  de- 
spatched fiK>m  Bome,  bearing;  under  the  sign  manual,  pro- 
mises of  assistance  to  the  disaffected  da^  The  effort^ 
howeyer,  was  too  long  delajred ;  the  messenger  readied  tiie 
Highlands,  but  he  does  not  seem  to  haye  yentnred  on  do- 
liyezing  his  credentials,  and  thus  Atterburyfiuled — no  doubt 
to  his  deep  mortification — to  distinguish  his  peiiod  of 
Jacobite  ascendancy  by  any  military  enterprise.  Let  us 
add  that  this  restless,  energetic,  and  domineering^  prelate 
was  a  man  of  yrarm,  social,  and  domestic  affectioins,  and 
though  ready  to  plunge  his  natiye  country  into  dyil  war, 
still  regarded  it  yrith  tenderness.  ^After  dl,"  he  says. 
'^I  do  and  must  loye  my  country,  with  all  its  fisralts  via 
blemishes'' — a  sentiment  repeated  in  the  poetry  of  Cowper— 
and  he  ^;aye  this  diaracter  of  himself  in  fines  prefixed  to  his 
trandatum  of  the  Gtoorgics: 


>H«eegoliiii 


Ad  SeqiuuuB  r^M,  Ttuunarino  a  flmnlne  loqgg^ 
Jam  Mniofi  fractosqiio ;  Bodflt  ifA  nrartB  BMoniiii 
Qoof  odid,  pAtriaqoe  mamoiv  noo  degoMr  vsquaiB.* 

*•  Afiooidiiig  to  Eentoo,  Atterbmy,  tpttMng  of  Tope,  nld  Hmn  wai 
mm§ mtva  m  corpom  emtvo  •  crooked  mind  in  a  oookod  body;  and  an- 
othflrcootoDpocaiy,  Dr.  Herring^  spoke  of  thegoMnl  belief  inAUerimiT'f 
faatncerity.    See  Hn^iee's  Lettea  by  Dnncombe^  yel.  fl.  pp.  89  and  106<. 
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ThuB  Englished  (says  Mr.  Bowles)  hj  himself: 


-Thu  on  tbe  banks  of  Sdne, 


Far  ftom  my  natiTe  borne,  I  pass  my  boon, 
Broken  witb  yean  and  pain;  yet  my  finn  beart 
B^gards  my  frlenda  and  ooimtiy  e*en  in  deatb." 

Also  in  couplets: 

"  Tbns  wbere  tbe  Sefaie  tbrong^  realms  of  darery  strays, 
WHh  sportiYe  verse  I  wing  my  tedious  days, 
Far  from  Britannia'a  bappy  climate  torn, 
Bow'd  down  witb  age,  and -witb  diseases  wom; 
Yet  e*en  in  deatb  I  act  a  steady  part, 
And  stfll  my  friends  and  ooimtiy  abare  my  beart" 

These  lines,  Mr.  Bowles  sam  are  ^worthy  his  fiiend 
Pope."  Is  it  dearly  asoertamed  that  they  are  Atterbnry^s  P 
Both  translations  appear  in  Pope's  organ,  the  OnUhttreet 
Journal  (June  22,  1782),  where  they  are  giyen  as  ^  one 
literal  in  blank  yerse,  and  the  other  paraphrastical  in  rhyme, 
eommunieaUd  to  our  soeieU/  hu  one  ojowr  ingenious  correspond 
dentt"  Atberbury  died  in  Prance  on  the  16th  of  Pebruary, 
1782,  but  his  remains  were  brought  to  England,  and  permit- 
ted  to  be  priyately  interred  in  Westminster  Abbey. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
[1723—1727.] 

LMTOam  TO   JUDnB  OOWFKB.     BBTUBN   OV  BOLDIOBBOKB.     XDOlOll  OF 
SHAXaPXABB,  JOn>  TBAXBLAXIOir  OV  XHB  ODTHBT.     8WI1T  YVOB  KHO- 

uons  An>  FUBuoAxioir  ov  thx  umoKLLMjnEa, 

Ths  great  popularity  of  Pope's  xiame,  and  the  reliance 
placed  on  hia  taste  and  jadgment^  as  well  as  his  genius,  led 
to  yarious  suggestions  fiom  fiiends  and  publishers  with  re- 
spect to  future  literary  works.  Pope  lored  money,  but  it 
was  to  spend,  not  to  board  it.  His  garden  and  grounds 
called  occasionally  for  a  new  poem,  as  iu)bot8ford  cfdled  for 
a  new  historical  romance,  and  booksellers  and  r»aders  were 
alike  willing  in  both  cases  to  gratify  the  demand.  Tonson 
was  ready  to  contract  for  an  annotated  edition  of  Shakspeare, 
and  Lintot  was  ea^r  for  a  translation  of  the  Odyssey,  to 
complete  the  English  Homer.  Both  proposals  were  ulti- 
mately accepted ;  out  Pope  first  dischargea  a  pious  duty  to 
the  memory  of  a  friend,  by  editing  a  selection  of  the  works 
of  Pamell,  which  was  published  early^  in  1722,  and  was  in- 
scribed to  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in  a  poetical  epistle  remarkable 
for  lofly  panegyric  and  eleration  of  sentiment,  and  for  the 
harmony  and  sweetness  of  its  numbers.  No  short  poem  in 
our  language  has  more  of  dignity  and  impressiyeness  com- 
bined with  musical  and  fkultless  versification.  In  January, 
1723,  Pope  engaged  to  translate  the  Odyssey  in  three  years. 
The  work  was  tobe  in  five  volumes,  at  a  guinea  each,  and  re* 
solving  to  make  the  labour  as  light  as  possible,  he  called  ii 
literary  assistants.    One  half  he  reserved  for  himself  anc* 
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the  oiiher  half^  or  twelve  books,  was  givon  to  Fenton  and 
Broome^  both  competent  adiolan,  and  Fenton  at  least  a  more 
tiian  mediocre  poet.  The  Shakspeare  he  had  began  before  thia, 
for  in  NoyemDer,  1722,  he  mentions  his  -watk  as  then  one 
qnarter  printed,  thongbit  did  not  appear  till  1725.  He  pro- 
posed to  collate  the  early  copies,  to  msert  the  yarions  read- 
ings in  the  margin,  and  to  place  the  suspected  or  interpolated 
passages  at  the  bottom  of  the  page.  To  gratify  the  lasj  or 
obtose  readers  of  Shakspeare,  he  was  to  distingmsh  the 
^  shining  passages"  bj  marldng  them  with  stars  or  inrerted 
commas  —  an  expedient  not  unlike  Lady  Mary's  plan  of 
writing  on  the  maigin  of  her  husband,  Mr.  Wortley's,  parlia- 
ments^ speeches  the  places  where  he  was  to  pause,  look 
round,  and!^  challenge  a  cheer  from  the  assembled  Commons  t 
Neither  attempt  was  yery  successful.  But  Pope  set  reso- 
lutely to  work,  and  what  between  his  two  engagements,  be 
had  rail  employment  for  at  least  two  years. 

An  episode  of  a  tender  nature  was  interposed  amidst  the 
labours  of  annotation  and  translation.  In  the  autumn  of 
1722,  Pope  commenced  a  correspondence  with  a  young  lady 
whose  name  has  not  hitherto  transpired.  A  series  of  twelve 
letters,  written  in  the  poet*s  most  complimentary  and  admir- 
mg  strain,  was  published  by  Doddey  in  1769,^  printed  from 
tbe  originals.  The  lady  to  whom  they  were  aadressed  ap- 
peared to  reside  in  Hertfordshire;  she  occasionally  wrote 
yerses,  and  was  intimate  with  Mrs.  Howard.  She  sat  for 
her  portrait  as  one  of  Jervas's  shepherdesses  or  Eneller's 
beauties ;  and  Pope  (who  had,  he  said,  been  ^so  mad  with 
the  idea  of  her  as  to  steal  the  picture  and  pass  whole  days  in 
sitting  before  it!")  was  ready  with  a  poeticsl  offering; 

"Thoa^  qirightlj  Sappho  fiiioe  our  love  and  praiie, 
A  softer  wonder  mr  plea^d  soul  snrveji, 
Hie  rnOd  BsnncA.  Unihing  in  her  IM171 1 
So  while  the  eitn's  broad  beam  yet  atiikes  the  ai^t, 
An  rnOd  i^peaia  the  moon*8  mora  sober  li^; 
Serena  in  T&gin  nujeaty  aha  shines, 
And,  nnobserv'd,  the  glaring  son  decUnfla." 

>  L§U$n  qfAe  Late  AleMmder  Pope^  Etq,,  to  a  Ladjf,  Never  l^ifre  jpii(- 
Mei,  Billhead's  Life  of  Pope  had  been  pnbliahed  shortly  before  (Apzil, 
1760)b  <ad  probably  soggeated  to  Doddcy  the  publication  of  these  lettea. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


218  un  or  Fon. 

Bart  of  tbepaxiegyriowBaafterwardB  tnomferiedtoMartihs 
Blount.  Ssppno  was,  of  couney  Lady  MaiVy  wboae  influ- 
enoe  Beema  flien  to  haye  been  on  tbe  wane,  rcfpe  aent  more 
lines  to  hia  ocnrespondent,  part  of  those  addreased  to  Ghtjr, 
disdosing  tlie  passion  for  Lady  Maiy,  ivben  be  waa  the 
atrioken  deer  ]^ting  in  the  abadea  Wrai  Hke  anow  in  bis 
heart.  '^Betinng  into  oneself/'  be  says,  ^  is  generally  the 
j?ftt  oOdT  of  niankind''---one  of  hu  true  am  happy  sententiona 
remarks.  ^'Wonld  you baye  me  describe  my sdlitode  and 
grottotoToaP  What,  if  after  a  lon^ md painted deaerip- 
taon  of  them  in  yerae  (which  the  writer  I  naye  just  been 
speaking  of  could  bettor  make  if  I  can  goeaa  by  that  line, 
^  jNTo  noiae  bnt  water,  eyer  friend  to  thought^i  what  if  it 
ended  thna : 

<<  What  Ace  the  iSdUng  xffli,  the  poidani  ihada^ 
The  mornfag  howen,  the  evenfaig  oftlwrnadei^ 
But  soft  leceMM  for  th*  imeeqr  miad, 
To  d^  imheazd  in,  totfaepaaringirhidf 
So  tibe  rtnidL  deefi  hi  some  eeqwettt'd  perti 
Lies  down  to  die,  theoioirhLhlsheiit; 
There  hid  in  duides,  and  westing  6mj  hy  diy, 
Inlj  he  bleedSi  end  pants  liis  soid  awaj." 

^  If  these  lines  want  poefcry,"  he  adds,  ^the|r  do  not  want 
aenae.  Gh>d  Almighty  preserye  you  fiom  a  feeung  of  them  P 
— another  allnsion  to  hiapaasionfinrLadyMaryyif  nota  mere 
sentimental  fioorisb.  The  line  quoted  oy  Pope  occurs  in  a 
poem  by  Dr.  Ibbot,  inDodsley's  OoUecfcioo,*  but  he  bdieyed 
it  to  be  the  production  of  his  fair  correspondent.  He  sent 
her  also  a  copy  of  hia  poem  ^  To  a  Lady  on  her  Birth- 
day, 1728/'  denrinff  her  to  ""aUerti  toierovm  wki,^  and 
he  suggestod  fresh  fliemes  for  her  Muse; 

s  A  Sit  ofthe  Spleen,  in  imitation  of  Shakspeare  I 

" KonolMbethera 

Hot  that  of  iUling  watar,  friend  to  tfaou^" 

Hxa.  Howard  Iiad  sent  Pope  a  oopjr  of  this  jmitafinni  without  naming  the 
anther.  When  the  piece  waa  pnUSdied  in  the  London  Kagadne^  1787,  and 
afkerwaidsfai  Doddcy's  Collection,  Pope's  Ihies,  •*  What  are  the  fidUng  tills," 
ftc^  were  absordlj  tacked  to  it,  with  the  note,  "  Said  to  he  added  !»•  Mr. 
Pope."  Ibbot  was  one  of  the  CSiaplains  in  Ordinaij  to  the  King^  Aaristant 
Preacher  at  St  Jamss's,  &&    He  died  in  1725,  end  two  Tdhunea  of  ^his 
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''ThisbesiitiM  season  [the  mcmih  of  September]  will  raise  up  so 
nuBTf  rani  images  and  desor^ticHia  in  a  poetical  mind,  that  I  espeot 
Toa  and  aU  sooh  as  jou  (if  there  be  anj  such),  at  least  all  who  are  not 
downrigbt  dull  tranalatoriL  like  jonr  semmt,  mnst  neoessarflrbe  pro- 
doottve  of  yerses.  I  lately  saw  a  sketch  this  waj  on  the  Bower  of 
Beddington.*  I  oonld  wish  yon  tried  something  in  the  descripti?e 
way  on  m  snlrieot  yon  please,  mixed  with  Tision  and  moral,  like 
pieces  of  tne  daBroYen^  poets,  which  aboond  with  fuioj,  and  are 
the  most  amnsing  scenes  in  nature.  There  are  three  or  four  of  this 
kmd  in  Chancer  admirable.  I  h&ye  long  had  an  inclination  to  tell  a 
fairy  tale;,  the  more  wild  and  exotic  the  better;  therefore  a  visum, 
whidi  is  conifaied  to  no  rules  of  probalulity,  will  take  in  all  the 
Taiiety  and  kznrianc^  of  description  you  will ;  proyided  there  be  an 
i^parent  moral  to  ii  I  think  one  or  two  of  the  Persian  tales  would 
giYe  one  hints  for  such  an  invention;  and  perhMM  if  the  scenes  were 
taken  from  real  places  that  are  known,  in  order  to  compliment  parti- 
cular gardens  and  buildings  of  a  fine  taste  (as  I  belieire  sereral  of 
Chaucer's  descriptions  do^  thou^  it  is  what  nobody  has  observed),  it 
would  add  great  oeanty  to  the  whole.'' 

.  The  scenery  of  Woodatock  Park  ia  suppoeed  to  be  de- 
acribed  by  Oluaioer  in  bis  Dream  and  Fartiament  o/Birde. 
The  genial  old  poet  lived 

M  Within  a  lodge  out  of  the  way, 
Beride  a  well  in  a  fovest" 

The  weQ  of  Pair  Boaamond;  Pope  knew  the  spot,  and  had 
toasted  the  shade  of  Bosamond  with  thoughts  wanner  than 
the  water  of  her  well !    A  fiuiy  tale  such  as  is  here  idladed 

eermoDf  were  pnhWghed  hy  fobeet^rtJan,  uider  the  patronage  cf  tibe  noUa 
finn^T  <tf  Cowper. 

*  Beddington  in  Hertfindddre  was  the  seat  of  Mr.  Gmst,  Treasuer  of 
theKsry  in  Queen  Amie^i  rdgn.  Steevens,  in  his  **  Additione,'*  prints  the 
lady's  linei^  and  Hxs.  GMar  lent  a  copy  of  them  to  Pope : 

*<In  TMnpe*!  shades  the  living  lyre  was  strong^ 
And  the  flitt  Pope  (immortil  Fhobas)  simg, 
These  hiqn^  diades,  where  equal  besii^  leim 
Bold  ridng  hflls,  slant  Tales,  and  fi»-stretch*d  plains. 
The  gratefbl  Terdve  of  the  warfaig  woods, 
Hie  soothing  mumnr  of  the  iUUng  floods, 
A  noUer  bMSt,  a  hi^MT  ^ory  yield, 
Than  that  which  Fhcsbiis  stamp*d  on  Tempera  field : 
An  that  can  chann  the  eye  or  please  the  ear 
S17S,  'Harmony  itself  inhabits  bezel'" 
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to  would  haye  proved  an  interestmg  contribution  to  our 
imamiatiye  literature  if  written  by  the  ffouikful  Pope^  when 
his  Imoy  was  redolent  of  svlphB  and  other  aerial  diyinities. 
But  it  may  be  questioned  whether  eyen  then  he  had  enough 
of  the  pure  oreatiye  power  and  fine  spirit  of  poetry,  aput 
bom  human  interest,  to  haye  been  perfectly  suoceesful  in 
such  a  work.  Addison's  prose  allegories  show  more  of  this 
inspiration,  and  Oollins's  poetrjr  is  full  of  it.  Pope's  lady 
finend  was  driven  from  attemptmg  the  task  by  the  death  of 
a  near  rdation,  a  great  and  good  man,  whose  demise.  Pope 
said,  ^mnst  aflTect  every  admirer  and  wellowisher  of  honour 
and  virtue  in  the  nation/'  This  reference  to  the  death  of 
the  jrouns  ladv's  relative,  joined  to  the  dates  and  localities 
mentioned  in  the  correspondence,  furnish  a  due  to  the  names 
of  the  parties :  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  ''great  and 
good  man"  ^ras  the  Lord  Ohancellor  Gowper,  who  died  on  the 
10th  of  October,  1728,  and  that  the  lady  was  Lord  Cowper^s 
niece,  Judith  Gowper  (afterwards  Mrs.  l^tdan),  only  daughter 
of  Spencer  Oowper,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas.  Pope's  eul^um  on  the  la^f^  illustrious  kins- 
man—chough all  the  vowpeiB  were  Whigs — ^was  appro- 
priate even  from  him,  when  we  remember  that  Lord  Cowper 
nad  ^^erousl^  opposed  tibe  banishment  of  Atterbury  and 
tbe  biU  for  tann^  the  Boman  Catholics— events  nearly  con- 
temporaneous with  the  date  of  this  correspondence.  The 
tK)et  afterwards,  in  one  of  his  Lnitations  of  JSorace  (Ep.  ii., 
Book  il),  alluded  in  a  complimentary  si^le  to  Oo^^p^s 
<<  manner,"  or  deportment,  which  was  remarkable  for  grace 
anddi^ty. 

Jndith  Oowper  came  of  a  poetical  race,  and  she  earl^  began 
to  write  verses.  She  is  mentioned  bjr  Hayley  as  havuig  ''at 
the  age  of  eighteen  discovered  a  striking  went  for  poetry  in 
the  praise  of  her  contemporary  poets,  Pope  and  Hughes." 
This  refers  to  a  piece  entitic^  The  Progrei9  of  PoHrg^  in 
which  she  characterises  Pope  in  a  strain  of  unmmgled  eulo- 
§^um: 

«( High  on  the  ladiast  list  see  Pope  appesn, 
With  all  the  fire  of  youth  and  strength  of  jeaa. 
Wherever  supreme  he  pofaits  the  nwrons  line^ 
Hatore  and  art  in  bright  ow^nnction  shine. 
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How  Jvtt  the  turns,  how  i^gnlar  the  drtn^^ 
How  miooth  the  laagaage,  how  refined  the  thonc^t 
Secure  benetth  the  ahide  of  eeriy  baya, 
He  dared  the  thunder  of  great  Homer'a  layai 
A  ncred  heat  !nfbrm*d  hb  heavinig  bfeaat, 
And  Homer  in  his  geohis  stands  conftsB*d: 
To  hei^^  sublime  he  raVd  the  pondecons  lyre, 
And  onr  oold  isle  grew  warm  with  Gredan  fire.*** 

Huelies,  also  commemorated  bj  Judith  Gowper,  was  amH 
i^eoi  the  Lord  Ghanoellor'Sy  and  lived  some  time  at  Hert- 
isfffordbtiiy,  the  seat  of  the  Oowpem.  His  friendship!  with 
Addison  (who  is  said  to  haye  asked  him  to  write  b  mh  act 
to  Caio  oefore  the  timid  and  sensitive  author  could  bring 
himself  to  finish  his  tragedy),  and  his  contributions  to  the 
Spectator f  have  preseryea  his  name.  His  death  also  was  re* 
markable :  he  expired  on  the  night  that  his  most  successEul 
play,  The  Siege  of^  Damaaeue^  was  brought  on  the  stage, 
and  while  the  plaudits  of  the  audience  were  still  ringing  in 
the  ears  of  his  delighted  friends.  Buncombe,  the  brower- 
in-law  of  Hughes  and  editor  of  his  works,  mentions  Miss 
Gowper  in  his  poem  The  Rmindad,  and  Oolman  and  Bonnell 
Thornton,  in  their  Poenu  of  JBkmneni  Ladiee^  1778,  speak  of 
her  extraordinary  genius.* 

«  Poedcal  Calendar,  yoL  iiL  p.  S7. 

*  The  best  Tetses  hy  this  lady  which  we  have  met  with  are  the  fbUow- 
ingi  in  the  Honrth  Tolnme  of  i>od8lej's  Ckxllectfcm— quoted  also  by  Mr. 
Boothej  in  his  Lift  of  Gowpert 

O  thoo,  who  labovr^st  in  this  rugged  mine^ 
Maj'st  then  to  gold  th'  unpolished  ore  refine  I 
JC17  eadi  dari:  page  nnftld  its  haggard  brow  t 
Doobt  not  to  reap,  if  thon  canst  bear  to  plooj^ 
To  tempt  th  J  care^  maj  eadi  reyohing  night, 
Purses  and  maoes  swim  before  thy  si^  I 
I^om  hence  in  time  to  oome^  adventurous  deedl 
May'st  thon  essay,  to  look  and  speak  like  Mead. 
Whim  the  black  bag  and  rose  no  move  shaU  shades 
'inth  martial  air  the  honours  of  thy  head; 
When  the  ftin  wig  thy  yisage  Shan  enclose^ 
And  only  leaye  to  yiew  thy  leai:ned  nose: 
Saftly  may'st  thon  defy  beaux,  wits,  and  sooiftis. 
While  tenants,  in  fte  ^pls^  stuff  thy  oofibrs. 

Ashley  Cowper,  the  brother  of  Judith,  was  also  a  yotaiy  of  the  Muiet^ 
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The  faiiy  tale  which  Pope  had  propoeed  to  hii  ttir  oonre- 
spondent  was  not  attempted,  as  we  haye  seen,  in  conaemienoe 
of  the  death  of  her  nnde.  Bat  there  waa  anotiier  and  per- 
hapa  a  atronger  canae  for  dedinine  the  taak.  The  last  l^ter 
in  the  oorreepondenoe  (miaplaoed  in  the  printed  arrange- 
ment) ia  dated  Norember  9thj  and  in  leea  than  a  month 
fiom  thia  time,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1728,  IGaa  Gowper 
waa  married  to  Martin  Madan,  afterwards  Colonel  Madan, 
Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  to  Frederick  Frinoe  of  WalM, 
and  MJ.  for  Wotton  Basset.  This  OFent  aeema  to  haye 
oloaed  the  poetry  and  poetical  correapondem^e  of  Judith 
Oowner.  Tnere  axe  no  more  letters  to  or  from  Pope,  b\it 
tiie  mdy,  her  hnsband,  and  other  members  of  her  family, 
were  among  the  subscribers  to  the  Odyssey.*  JudiUi  waa 
twenty-one  at  the  period  of  her  marriage^  uid  she  surviyed 
to  the  age  of  aeyenty-nine.  She  had  many  children,  including 
Martin  Madan,  the  fiunooa  preacher  and  too  &mou8  theo- 
logical writer,  whose  Thelgpikara,  or  defiance  of  polygamy, 

aolborof  apocmotUedThePhigrHiofPiiTrfe.  Ib  1744  he  poUlihed  two 
TdhmiM  entiUad  The  Koilblk  Poetical  IflioeDanT,  and  the  ilntj^eoe  in  thia 
edlleedoiiialbbot^aimitatioiiof  Shakapeare.  Fope'a  Haei,  ^^VHiat  an  the 
fiaUng  xiDa,'*  ^  which  the  poet  had  aent  to  Judith  Gowper,  an  in  the 
aame  woik.  Aahley  Gowper — gay  and  BuAfjbtij^  a  bean  in  dreaa  when 
Teiging  on  toiuacore — and  hia  danji^ten^  the  fidfliftil  Theodora,  Gowper'a 
•sly  loTe,  and  Hardet,  Lftdy  Heaketh,  aie  imperiahably  aModatad  with  the 
hiifeMy  of  tlM  poet  Gowper. 

•  We  doubt  if  any  cordiality  waa  xetafaied.  Aom  mbfaola^  Aocoimt  of 
the  Spalding  Sode^  (Ut  Aneod.,  y.  tL  p.  68),  H  appeaza  that  hi  Sc^ 
tember,  1728,  the  aecretaiy  ef  that  aodety  cemmankated  to  a  meeting  of 
the  memben  A  Poem  by  Mr.  Pope  on  Hr.  Ctwps'a  Birthday.  Nichols 
adda  the  qneation,  "If  ever  ptiBtedT  We  are  oonTinoed  that  Mr,  ia  a 
miapiint  ibr  Mr$,  Cawptt,  and  that  the  poem  waa  Pope^  Tenei^  To  a  Lad  j 
on  her  Bfarthday,  1738,  wfaidi  he  had  aent  to  Jndlfli  Oowpei^  aa  weQ  aa  to 
Martha  Bloimt  ¥kom  Pope'a  amb^gnona  language  introdSiciQg  the  rwaea^ 
and  hia  omiaaioa  of  **  Jvne  16,**  givva  in  the  ori^^ial  copy  aait  to  Martha 
Bloont,  Judith  Gowper  aoppoaed  the  Ihiea  to  be  addreaaed  to  heraelt  Thaa 
ahe  maj  hare  been  the  "aim^eton**  mentioned  in  one  of  the  Gazyll  Uttera 
in  the  Afkmmm,  ''ThoTvaeaonMn.  Pat^,**amPm  "had  not  been 
printed,  but  that  one  pappy  of  oar  aex  [Jamea  Moore  Smytiie?]  took  'em 
to  himaelf  aa  author,  and  anoAer  smpldam  t/ker  urn  primiM  lik^  wer^ 
addrea&d  io  keney.  I  never  thon^t  of  ahowing 'em  to  anybody  but  her; 
nor  the  Qt  aeema),  beiqg  better  content  to  merit  pralaea  and  good  wiahea 
thantoboaatofem."  Thia  msat  be  taken  oaaipwio.  He  had  ahown  them 
to  Jndith  Gowper,  deairing  her  alao  to  tranaoribe  them  fyt  Mm.  Howard,  to 
whom  lie  had  proiniaed  to  aead  a  oopy* 
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oeoMioiied  such  grirf  and  scBndal  to  bis  poetical  consiii, 
iniliamCowper.  Another  aon  died  Bishop  of  Peterboroagli. 
UxB.  Madan  Beema  to  haye  been  a  aerioua  peraony  thondi 
not  a  deTotoOi  lika  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Major  Oowper,  the 
poef  B  ooxrespondent.  Shoray  before  her  death,  we  find 
Uowper  writing  to  John  Newton,  **'Mxb.  Madan  is  happ;^; 
she  will  be  found  ri{»e,  fall  when  she  may."  She  died  in 
Stafford-row,  Weafamnrter,  where  she  had  long  lived,  in 
Deeember,  178L  One  letter  of  Oowper^a  to  nia  ''dear 
aimt'' Madan  IB  in  Ua  published  ooireqpondenoe.  She  knew 
hia  melanchi^  ^^jp^^  b^^^  °^^^  1^^  admired  hia  finetelents, 
and  gentle,  affectionate  nature:  hia  first  yolome  was  in  the 
peaa  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  was  a  connecting  link 
between  two  sdioob  of  poetry — between  tiie  era  of  Swift 
and  F(^  and  that  cS  Oowper  and  Bums.  In  a  few  more 
years,  her  nephew  was  to  riral  if  not  dethrone  her  eariy  idol, 
and  was  to  carry  the  new  fiuth  into  almost  every  laiglish 
fiunily  and  English  heart. 

Abont  the  same  time,  July  1728,  Pope  reodred  a  visit 
firom  an  amiable  yoong  man  of  noble  fkmuy,  with  whom  he 
had  oorreapondea fisr  some  years — Hib  Hon.  Bobert  3>iffby,a 
son  of  liord  ^>igbT«  The  nnpression  made  upon  Dis^y  by 
the  household  at  Twidcenham  was  hi^y  favourable;  ne  had 
received  a  new  idea  of  li£9  which,  he  said,  was  strong^  im- 
pressed npon  his  imagination,  and  would  long  remain  on  his 
memory.  And  no  £nibt  the  little  fionily  groi^,  the  aged 
mother,  devoted  aon,  and  faithful  nurse,  contrasting,  in  their 
quiet  daily  routing  vrith  the  poetical  cdebriiy  and  the 
acoompUsImients  of  his  host,  must  have  interested  tiie  visitor, 
and  ^peared  very  different  from  the  life  he  usuallv  wit- 
nessed among  his  assodates  or  in  his  fiither^s  prinoelyseat 
of  Sherborne  Castie.  Pope  waa  no  less  gratified  bv  a  visit 
to  Sherborne ;  and  in  a  letter  to  Martha  Blount  he  describes 
tiie  picturesque  diaracter  of  the  fine  old  house  and  srounds, 
once  the  residence  of  the  gallant  and  nnfortunate  BaldigL 
Jn  the  letters  to  Digby  (which  are  amon^  the  best  of  Pope's 
studied  epistles)  we  have  two  hanpy  specmiens  of  his  word- 
painting--Hd[etdie8  of  spring  and  autumn.  Twickenham,  as 
seen  on  an  old-fiEtfdnoned  May-day,  he  thus  describes :  ^'  Our 
river  glitters  beneatii  an  unclouded  sun,  at  the  same  time 
that  its  banka  retain  the  verdure  of  diowers;  our  gardens 
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are  o&ring  their  first  noBeffajB;  our  trees,  like  new  aoqtudnt- 
ance  brought  happily  togewer,  are  stretching  their  arms  to 
meet  each  other,  and  growing  nearer  and  nearer  ereiy  hour ; 
the  birds  are  paying  their  thanksgiying  songs  for  uie  new 
habitations  I  haye  made  them;  my  buildmg  rises  high  enoufijh 
to  attract  the  eye  and  curiosity  of  the  passenger  from  l£e 
river,  where^  upon  beholding  a  mixture  of  beauiy  and  ruin, 
he  inouires  what  house  is  Ming  or  what  church  is  rising: 
so  litue  taste  haye  our  common  Tritons  of  Yitruyius,  whiU;- 
eyer  delight  the  poetical  gods  cS  the  liyer  may  take  in  re- 
flecting on  their  streams  my  Tuscan  porticos  or  Ionic  pilas- 
ters." This  is  a  fine  picture,  full  of  hope  and  joy  and 
gratified  ambition.  Sucn  ynis  spring,  and  eyen  autumn  as 
yet  broufi^t  no  saddening  remembrauces  to  the  successful 
poet.  ''I)o  not  talk  of  the  decay  of  the  year,'*  he  aays; 
''the  season  is  good  when  the  people  are  so.  It  is  the  oest 
time  in  the  year  for  a  painter ;  tiiere  is  more  yarieiy  of 
colours  in  the  leayes;  the  prospects  befipn  to  open  through 
the  thinner  woods  oyer  the  yfulejrs  ana  through  the  high 
canopiee4)f  trees  to  the  higher  arch  of  heayen;  the  dews  of 
the  morning  impearl  every  thorn,  and  scatter  diamonds  on 
the  yerdant  mantle  of  the  earth;  the  frosts  are  fresh  and 
wholesome — what  would  you  have  P  The  moon  shines,  too, 
though  not  for  lovers  these  cold  nights,  but  for  astronomers.'* 
And  let  us  add  to  these  matromy  graces  of  autumn,  the 
rich  atmospheric  effects  of  the  season :  the  golden  light  in 
the  foreground,  and  deep  blue  in  the  distance.  Bu^  as  Pope 
well  knew,  it  is  the  mind  that  gives  its  peculiar  zest  and  ex- 
pression to  the  picture.  Autunm  will  uways  be  most  fiilly 
enjoyed  by  the  young,  and  spring  by  the  aged. 

A  friend  now  came  to  share  with  the  poet  and  to  heighten 
all  his  intellectual  pleasures.  When  A&erbury  went  ashore 
at  Calais,  he  was  informed  that  Bolingbroke  had  just  arrived 
there  on  his  way  to  England,  having  obtainea  tiie  royal 
pardon.  **  Then  I  am  exchanged  !**  exclaimed  Atterbury ; 
and,  according  to  Warburton,  the  bishop  seriously  enter- 
tained this  opmion,  conceiving  that  the  price  agreed  man 
for  Bolingbroke's  return  was  his  own  banidunent.  ''Sure 
this  is  a  nation  that  is  cursedly  afraid  of  being  overrun  with 
too  much  politeness,"  said  Pope,  "and  cannot  regain  one 
genius  but  at  the  expense  of  another."    Bolingbroke  had 
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officiated  as  secretary  to  the  Pretender  in  France.  He  be- 
came nnpopular  and  lost  his  appointment — chiefly  through 
the  superannuated  prejudices  and  imbecility  of  the  old  Cheva- 
lier— and  he  then  commenced  plotting  for  his  return  to 
England.  He  accomplished  his  object  by  the  aid  of  friends, 
and  by  that  influence  then  so  potent — money.  A  second 
marriage  (to  an  amiable  Erench  lady)  had  added  greatly^  to 
his  fortune,  and  a  present  of  llyOOO{.  to  the  king's  fayourite, 
the  Duchess  of  Eeindal,  obtained  for  him  the  royid  pardon, 
but  without  restoring  to  him  his  family  inheritance,  his  title, 
or  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Two  years  afterwards  Us 
estate  was  restored  to  him  by  act  of  parliament  but  Wal- 
pole  was  inflexible  in  his  resotution  to  ezdude  him  from  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  this  privation  fi;alled  him  into  a  course 
of  active  opposition.  He  attacked  the  ministry  in  pamphlets 
and  newspapers  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  until,  tired  with 
the  fruitless  contest,  and  quarrelling  with  his  own  friends  of 
the  Opposition,  he  again  withdrew  to  France. 

"  What  wanderer  from  his  native  shore 
E'er  left  himself  behind?" 

Bestless,  ambitious,  and  insincere,  Bolingbroke  was  always 
dissatisfied.  He  excelled,  however,  in  those  popular  Qualities 
in  which  Pope  was  deficient.  His  ^pearance  was  noble;  his 
eloquence,  according  to  Chesterfield  and  other  contemporary 
authorities,  was  of  the  highest  order,  and  seemed  use  in- 
spiration ;  he  was  of  high  rank,  and  a  brilliant  declamatory 
and  specious  writer  on  nolitical  and  philosophical  subjects. 
Lcnrd  j^bhon  (now  Earl  Stanhope)  has  expressed  his  surprise 
that  Bolingbroke  is  not  more  read  on  account  of  his  literary 
merits.  One  great  drawback  is  the  want  of  general  interest 
in  most  of  the  subjects  discussed ;  another  is  the  style  of  his 
writings,  which,  though  fiowing  on  in  jsraceful  and  stately 
period^  is  too  much  of  a  tpoken  or  diffuse  oratorical  style. 
Compare  a  pace  of  Addison,  or  on  political  subjects  a  page 
of  Burke,  with  a  page  of  Bolinsbroke,  and  see  how  many 
ideas,  how  much  thought  and  reading  are  in  the  one,  how  few 
and  Umited  in  the  other !  Yet  Bolingbroke  has  an  air  of 
greater  digniW  and  even  superiorify.  He  held  Pope,  as  it 
were,  b^  a  spell,  and  the  speU  was  never  broken.  Arbuthnot 
knew  hun  better.    The  Doctor^s  son,  George  Arbuthnot^  in- 
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formed  Dr.  Beattie,  aufchor  of  The  MSnitrel,  that  his  £iiher 
had  told  him  he  knew  Bolingbroke  was  an  infidel^  andaTain, 
wortUeea  man.  The  printed  oorreepondence  shows  thafc 
there  was  no  intimaqr  between  them. 

The  arriyal  of  the  peer  was  hailed  hy  Pope  as  affording 
him  more  than  an  eqniyalent  for  the  loss  of  Atterbnry.  The 
agreeable  companion  was  restored— the  eloanent,  philo- 
sophical Mentor — and  from  him  no  chilling  religions  coun- 
sehi  or  grave  lectures  on  Protestantism  were  to  be  feared. 
Bolinffbroke  was  often  at  Twickenham,  and  when  his  fionilY 
inhernance  (worth  about  80002.  per  annum)  was  reooTered, 
the  poet  spent  mnch  of  his  time  at  Battersea  or  at  Dawlflr, 
a  property  near  TJxbridffe  in  IGddlesez,  which  Bolingbroke 
hf^  purchased  of  Lord  Tankerville,  and  which  he  decorated 
with  the  insignia  and  eyen  the  implements  of  husbandry. 
Pope  gives  us  a  sketoh  of  this  rural  retreat : 

^I  now  hold  the  pen  for  117  Lord  Boliiighroke^  who  is  readiiiff 
vour  letter  between  two  haycocks;  hot  his  attention  is  somewhiS 
diverted  by  casting  his  ejes  on  the  ckmds,  not  in  admiratiQn  of  idiat 
yon  say,  bat  for  fear  of  a  shower.  He  is  pleased  with  yoor  placing 
him  in  the  triumvirate,  between  voorself  and  me;  tho'  ne  si^  thai 
he  doubts  he  shall  fare  like  Lepuos,  while  one  of  ns  mns  away  with 
f^  the  power,  like  Angastna,  and  another  with  all  the  plcasnrea^  like 
Antony.  It  is  upon  a  forc^idit  of  this  that  he  has  fitted  up  his 
farm,  and  yon  will  agree  that  tnis  scheme  of  retreat  at  least  is  not 
founded  upon  weak  4»pearances.  XTpon  his  return  from  theBath,  aU 
peccant  humours,  he  ftids,  are  pmved  out  of  him ;  and  his  great 
miperanoe  and  economy  are  so  sisna^  that  the  first  is  fit  for  my  con- 
stitution, and  the  latter  would  enaUe^you  to  lay  up  so  much  monev 
as  to  buy  a  biahoprio  in  England.  As  to  the  retom  of  his  health  and 
vigour,  were  jounere,  you  mig^  inonire  of  lus  hsnnakers ;  but  as 
to  JUS  temperance^  lean  answer  that  [fat  one  whole  oay)  we  have  had 
nothing  for  dinner  but  mutton-broth,  beans  and  bacon,  and  a  barn- 
door fowL  Now  his  lordship  is  run  after  hii  cart,  I  have  a  moment 
left  to  mjseilf  to  tell  yon,  th»  I  overheard  him  yesterday  agree  with 
a  painter  for  SOOA  to  pMut  his  country Jiall  with  trophies  of  rakes, 
spades,  unmfl^fta,  and  other  oniameiua^  merely  to  countenance  lus 
caOing  mis  pnoe  a  fum/' 

The  design  was  carried  into  eSbot;  tibe  hall  was  painted 
in  Uack  crayons,  ^so  that  at  firsts"  says  Goldsmith,  ^  it  re- 
aembted  figures  scratched  with  charcoal,  or  the  smoke  of  a 
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candle  upon  ihe  kitohen  walls  of  fJum-houaeB."  Ko  very 
attractire  or  piotoreBqae  freaco  iUastrationa !  Oyer  the  door, 
at  the  entrance^  ynm  tne  motto^  SoHm  leatut  rurit  hanoribu9. 
Here,  happy  in  the  poaaeaaion  of  moral  tranqnilliiyy  the  onoe 
ambitioua  politician  was  to  repoae  for  life !  ^'I  am  in  my 
own  farm,"  he  writes  to  Swift;  " here  I  shoot  strong  and 
tenacioTis  roots;  I  haye  caught  hold  of  the  earth,  to  nae  a 
gardener'a  phrase,  and  neither  my  enemies  nor  my  firiends 
will  find  it  an  easy  matter  to  transplant  me  again." 


lUWLBT,  THE  BBAT  OV  LORD  BOLHrOBBOXX. 

And  as  a  piactical  commentaiy  on  thia  text,  he  immediately 
commenced  political  a^tatbn,  joining  witii  Polteney  against 
Walpole,  ana  writing  interminable  lettera  in  the  Oraffconan ! 
Pope  waa  inaenaibly  led  more  into  opposition  by  Bolingbroke, 
thoudi  on  the  first  azxiyal  of  his  fiiend  he  seems  to  have  re- 
solfM  on  esehewinff  party  politics.  He  wrote  to  SwiEL  Jan. 
12, 1728-4b? 

^  ^Uie  chilitiea  I  haye  met  with  tarn  opposite  sets  of  people  haye 
lumderedmefitimbemgyidlentorscnirtoaajpariy  bat  at  the  same 
tone  the  obseryatkniB  and  eiperienoeB  I  camiot  but  haye  ooHeoted, 
haye  made  me  leas  fond  oi,  and  less  raipiised  at  any:  I  am  therefore 
the  more  afflicted  and  the  more  anjny  at  the  yiolencea  and  hardships 
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I  see  pnotised  bj  uther.  The  menr  vem  you  knew  me  in,  is  sonk 
intoatam  of  refoction,  that  bas  made  the  worid petty  indifletent  to 
me;  and  Tet  I  have  aoqoired  a  anietness  of  mind  which  bj  fiin  im- 
piOTes  ixuK)  a  certain  degree  of  cbeerfidne88»  enonfh  to  make  me  jnat 
80  good-bnmouied  as  to  wish  that  world  welL  Mj  fiiendahqia  are 
inoraased  bj  new  ones^yet  no  part  of  the  warmth  I  felt  for  the  dd  is 
diminisbed.  Ayeraions  I  have  none,  but  to  knaves  (for  fools  I  have 
learnt  to  bear  with),  and  snob  I  cannot  be  commonlj  civil  to ;  for  I 
think  those  men  are  next  to  knaves  yrho  converse  with  them.  The 
greatest  man  in  power  of  this  sort  shall  hardl  v  make  me  bow  to  him, 
unless  I  had  a  personal  obligation,  and  that  1  will  take  care  not  to 
have.  The  top  pleasure  of  mj  Hfe  is  one  I  learned  from  }Ou  bo^ 
how  to  gain  and  how  to  nse;  the  fireedom  of  fidcaidBhip  inth  men 
much  m][  superiors.  To  have  pleased  mat  men,  according  to  Horace, 
is  a  praise;  but  not  to  have  flatterea  them  and^et  not  to  have  ^ 
pleased  them,  is  neater.  I  have  carefully  avoided  all  intercourse 
with  poeta  and  sGiibblers,  unless  where  by  great  chance  I  have  found 
amooBstone.  By  these  means  I  have  had  no  quarrels  with  any  per- 
sonally; none  have  been  enemies,  but  who  were  also  strangers  to 
me ;  and  as  there  is  no  £pat  need  of  an  edairoissement  wil£  such, 
whatever  th^  writ  or  said  I  never  retaliated,  not  only,  never  seeming 
to  know,  but  often  really  never  knowing,  anything  of  the  matter. 
There  are  very  few  things  ihaJk  give  me  the  anziefy  of  a  wish;  the 
strongest  I  have  would  be  to  pass  my  days  with  vou,  and  a  few  such 
as  you«  But  fate  has  dispersed  them  all  about  toe  world :  and  Ifind 
to  wish  it  is  as  vain  as  to  wish  to  see  the  miUennium  and  the  kingdom 
of  the  just  upon  eartL" 

ThiB  is  about  as  tmieal  and  imaginaiy  as  Bolinffbroke's 
picture  of  philosophical  retirement.  Swift  approved  of  his 
mend'a  abatinenoe  as  to  party  VTarfiffe,  but  oe  considered 
that  it  was  more  his  happiness  than  his  merit  to  choose  hia 
ftvonrites  indifPerentlj  from  either  side ;  and  he  knew  human 
nature  too  well  to  be  deoeiyed  \>j  the  boasted  retirement  and 
perfect  tranquillity  aaid  to  be  eniojred  at  Bawley  and  Twicken- 
ham. **  I  have  no  very  strong  uuth  in  you  pretenders  to  re- 
tvement,"  he  saya;  ''you  are  not  of  an  age  for  it^  nor  have 
gone  through  either  good  or  bad  fortune  enough  to  go  into  a 
comer  and  form  condusiona  de  emUemptM  mwuK  et  fyga 
i<eeuliJ*  In  truth,  this  style  of  writing  on  the  part  of  Pope 
waa  a  mere  habit,  and  waa  generally  expressed  at  the  buaieet 
perioda  of  hia  life.  But  the  poet  might  have  asked  his  friend 
what  good  or  bad  fortune  Aa  had  experienced  to  justi^  his 
contempt  and  hatred  of  mankind?  The  misanthropy  of  Swiffc 
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was  lees  pardonable  and  more  incongraoua  with  Iub  cood  sense 
and  saperioriiy  of  nnderstanding,  tbm  Pope's  self-delosion  or 
unmeaning  rhetoric. 

in  the  midst  of  this  assumed  philosophical  calm  some 
harsher  notes  were  sounded  firom  the  world  withont.    Be- 

Cinjurions  to  the  reputation  of  the  poet*s  Mend,  Martha 
Qt,  were  reyiyed  and  circulated  widely  between  the  years 
1728  and  1725.  He  wrote  to  the  lady's  god&ther  and  his 
own  friend  Mr.  Caiyll  a  long  and  serious  l^ter  on  the  sub- 
ject: 

«<  25  Dee.  1726. 
^  **!  wish  I  had  nothing  to  trouble  me  more  [than  iU-natnred  criti* 
cisml.^  An  honest  minaiB  not  in  the  power  of  any  dishoxiest  one.  To 
break  its  peace  there  must  be  some  mli  or  oonsdooBnees,  which  is  in- 
consistent with  its  own  principles.  X^ot  bat  malice  and  injustice  haye 
their  day,  like  some  poor  uert-liy'd  yermin,  that  die  6f  shooting  their 
own  stinffs.  Falsehood  is  tolly  (says  Homer),  and  liars  and  calunmia- 
tors  at  last  hurt  none  but  themsehes,  eyen  in  this  wcnld.  In  the 
next,  'tis  charity  to  say,  God  haye  mmij  on  them !  They  were  the 
deyiFs  yicegerents  upon  earth,  who  is  the  father  of  lie^  and  I  fear 
has  a  ridit  to  dispose  of  his  children.  Tye  had  an  occasion  to  make 
these  rraections  of  late  much  joster  than  from  anything  that  concerns 
my  writings,  for  it  is  one  that  concerns  my  morals,  and  (which  I  oug^t 
to  be  as  tender  of  as  my  own)  the  good  characttf  of  another  yery  m- 
nocent  person ;  who,  Tm  sure,  shiures  your  friendship  no  less  than  I 
do.  Yon,  too.  are  brought  into  the  story  so  falsely  that  I  think  it  but 
just  to  appeal  acainst  the  iigustioe  to  yourself  smgly,  as  a  foil  and 
worthy  judge  ana  eyidence  too !  A  yeiy  confident  asseyeration  has 
been  made,  whic^  has  spread  oyer  the  town^  that  your  god-daughter. 
Miss  Patty,  and  1^  liyed  two  or  three  years  smce  in  a  manner  thai  was 
reported  to  you  as  giying  scandal  to  many ;  that  upon  jora  writing  to 
me  upon  it,  I  oonsmted  with  her,  and  sent  you  an  excosiye,  alleyiatmg 
answer ;  but  did  after  that,  priyately,  and  of  myself,  write  to  you  a 
foil  confession;  how  much  I  myself  disapproyea  the  way  of  life,  and 
owning  the  pi^udice  done  her,  chamnff  it  on  herself,  and  declaring 
that  r  wished  to  break  off  whi^ I acteaagainst  my  conscience,  ftc. ; 
and  that  die,  being  si  the  same  time  spoken  to  by  a  lady  of  your  ao- 
q[uaintanoe^  at  your  instigation,  did  absolutely  deny  to  alter  any  part 
of  her  conduct,  were  it  eyer  so  disreputable  or  exceptionable.  Upon 
this  yiOainous  Ipnf  tale,  it  is  further  added  hj  the  same  hand,  that  I 
brought  her  aoquamted  with  a  noble  lord,  and  into  an  intinuu^  with 
some  others,  merely  to  get  quit  of  her  myself,  being  moyed  m  con- 
sciousness  by  whatyou  and  I  had  conferred  together, andplajinff  this 
base  part  to  get  off.   Tou  will  bless  yourself  i4  so  yile  a  wiekedness. 
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wIk)  jerj  well  (L  dare  saj)  remember  the  troth  of  what  then  pwi,  and 
the  satjaaction  jon  eraiest  I  gave  jcm  (and  Hia.  Gaij^  also  e^rest 
the  same  thing  to  her  {[inswoman)  upon  that  head.  God  knows  npon 
wbil  mottres  an j  one  shooUl  malign  a  smoere  and  Tiiteoas  fioendsnb. 
I  wish  those  jerj  people  had  never  led  her  into  anything  more  liable 
to  objeotion»  or  more  oangeroos  to  a  good  mind,  thiNi  I  nope  my  eon- 
venation  or  kindness  are.  ShehasyinrealifcTyhadlessofitthesetwo 
yean  past  than  e?er  since  I  knew  Imt;  and  trnfy  when  she  has  i^  tis 
ahnoat  wboQj  a  preachment^  whidi  I  think  neoessaiy,  against  the  ill 
oooaeqaences  of  another  tatt  of  company,  which  they,  by  their  good 
win,  would  alwi^  ktesp ;  and  shc^  in  compliance  and  for  qoiet  sak^ 
keeps  more  than  yon  or  I  oonld  with.  .  •  .  God  is  my  witness  I 
am  as  much  a  Mend  to  her  soul  as  to  her  person;  the  ffood  qualities 
of  tiie  former  made  me  her  friend.  No  creatnze  has  better  natoxal 
dispositions,  or  would  act  more  ririitly  xa  reasonabbf  in  every  dsAj, 
did  she  act  by  herself,  or  from  herseli" ' 

Hiia  declaration  aatiafied  Mr.  CaijU:  inaaiiyhadbeea  in- 
stituted  and  the  injnrionB  reports  diaproyecL  The  following 
is  part  of  a  letter  on  the  same  painful  subject  addieesed  1^ 
Mrs.  Carylly  the  irife  of  Pope's  friend,  to  Mutiia  Blount: 

''Mjidhlff. 

''Nothing  oonld  be  more  kind  than  yoor  way  of  e^reasing  my 
taking  no  notice  of  iHiat  had  given  yon  so  nrabh  trouble  and  uneasi- 
ness, lownto  vonlhadhettd  a  good  deal  of  what  tiie  pnttiing 
part  of  the  world  had  babbled  about,  but  never  gave  any  more  ear  to 
it  than  to  the  wind.  But  when  I  found  my  own  dear  [Mr.  GaryU] 
took  something  to  heart  in  good  earnest  that  related  to  the  two  in 
the  wodd  henearti^  loves  and  wishes  well  to,  I  began  to  examine 
more  about  it.  Then  he  told  me  aU  his  fioend  had  imparted  to  him. 
which  was  so  highh^  to  your  credit  and  commendation  that  it  caused 
no  change  in  mv  tiiougfats  about  the  matter ;  and  I  reaDy  was  glad 
that  yon  nad  such  a  frioid  in  the  world,  nor  can  I  ever  hope  that  ai^^ 
thing  should  change  him  from  era  being  so  to  you.  lamsoiaroon- 
vinoed  of  lus  honcmr  and  worth,  joined  with  lus  good  under8tandiIla^ 
tiiat  should  all  the  peevish  ill-will  or  passionate  malice  in  tiie  worn 
invent  all  that  lay  in  thein^  it  would  in  no  kind  ever  make  me  have 
the  least  thought  of  what  I  could  wish  otherwise  as  to  vour  Mondahip. 
.    .    .    .— KCabtll.**' 

'  AfheoMun,  Jii]y2i,18M.  Part  of  tUs  ktter  wffl  be  fimnd  in  flia 
pihitod  oanopoiidflBftoe  iddrened  to  Aituthnot,  dated  **  Sept  10,**  and  da- 
aciibed  by  Pope  in  the  oontenla  as  **  To  Dr.  Ailratimot,  on  bis  retain  ihn 
Fhmoe;  Mid ow rte cahwwtw aftoat tie frmitoibii of !>•  OA>»gay/* 

•  Maplediidiam  MSS. 
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Pope  oonoeiYed  that  these  leporfcs  originated  with  Martha 
Blount's  own  &mily,  but  in  none  of  the  letters  is  any  person 
ej^preaHj  named.  Some  years  afterwards  we  find  him  re- 
gretting that  Fati^  langoished  in  town  and  dieted  there  on 
rools  for  want  of  finends.  Teresa,  on  the  other  hand,  affirmed 
that  nobody  of  sense  could  live  six  miles  out  of  London;  but 
though  town  and  country  mieht  thus  be  occasionallj  in  col- 
lisicm,  there  is  no  proof  that  the  harmony  of  the  sisters  was 
6?er  seriously  disturbed. 

In  the  year  1726,  Pope's  edition  of  Shakspeare  was  pub- 
lished hy  Tonson  in  six  volumes  quarto.  The  impression 
was  Umited  to  seven  hundred  and  i&j  copies,  but  of  these, 
Johnson  says,  one  hundred  and  forty  remained  on  hand, 
and  were  only  disposed  of  b^  the  price  being  reduced 
from  sic  ffuineas  to  sixteen  shilbngs.  This  was,  perhaps,  the 
first  dedded  fiuluie  in  any  of  the  publications  by  Pope.  He 
was  deficient  in  some  important  requisites  for  the  task  he 
had  undertaken.  The  irksome  but  necessarv  dutjr  of  colla- 
tion was  indifierently  performed;  he  wanted  patience,  and 
he  could  not  command  all  the  early  copies.  He  was  not 
sufficiently'  read  in  the  literature  of  Shakspeare's  contempo- 
raries, ana  thus  missed  many  points  of  illustration  confinn- 
ing  or  elucidating  the  text  lie  also  somewhat  arbitrarily 
aim  unwarrantaluy  altered  or  suppressed  lines  and  passages, 
which  he  conceivea  to  have  been  interpolated  or  vitiated  by 
the  plavers  and  transcribers.  Some  of  his  emendations, 
where  his  taste  and  penetrati(5n  were  brought  into  pla^, 
are  origmal  and  happv.  The  exquisite  allusion  to  music  in 
Hkd  opening  scene  oi  the  Twelfth  Night — 

»  0!  it  came  o*er  me  like  the  sweet  *<mA 
TbMt  bietthet  upon  a  bank  of  violeta^— 

owes  to  Pope  one  of  its  principal  charms,  by  the  substitution 
oidouih  for  iound^  as  it  previously  stood,  and  which  was  evi- 
dently a  corrupt  reading.  In  Macbeth  is  also  a  felicitous 
alterraon,  l^urauin's  ravishing  Hridei  for  sides.  Pope's  pre- 
&od  to  the  WOK  must  be  pronounced  inferior  to  Johnson's, 
but  it  is  what  no  other  author  of  the  day  (after  Addison's 
death)  could  have  written.  It  is  by  far  the  best  of  Pope's 
prose  compositions.  Considering  the  state  of  criticism  at 
that  time^  notwithstanding  Dryden's  Essays  and  Addison'0 
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Speetaton,  and  remembering  the  generally  low  appreciation 
01  ShakapearOi  Pope  will  not  be  found  deficient  in  reverence 
or  admiration  of  nis  ^;reat  author.  He  reriewa  his  chMao- 
teriatio  ezcellenoea,  his  originality^  his  delineation  of  oha- 
racten,  bo  variona  and  dissimilar,  yet  so  life-like,  his  power 
orer  the  passions,  his  sentimento,  langoage^  and  dramatic 
art;.  Maoh  of  what  he  adyanced  has  oeen  saperseded  bj 
joster  and  hieher  criticism,  founded  on  troer  prmdples  and 
more  deyoted  stody;  but  it  most  be  recollected  that  Pope 
waa  a  pioneer  in  ike  serrice^  and  was  not  cheered  in  ma 
labonra  by  contemporaiT  help  or  enthusiasm.  The  scale  of 
remuneration,  comparea  witn  that  for  Homer,  shows  how 
limited  were  the  ideaa  entertained  regarding  ShalLspeare. 
Pope  agreed  to  edit  the  work  for  the  sum  of  2177. 12s.  He 
waa  mortified  at  the  want  of  success,  and  to  add  to  his  chaffrin, 
the  small  critics  and  word-catchers  rose  in  fbll  cry  ajp;ainst  him. 
In  1726,  Louis  Theobald,  one  of  the  dulleat  of  Torsifiers, 
translators,  and  dramatists,  published  a  tract,  entitled,  **  Shak- 
speare  Bestored,  or  a  specmien  of  the  many  errors  as  weQ 
committed  and  unamended,  by  Mr.  Pope  in  his  late  edition.** 
Theobald  waa  well  read  in  black-letter  and  dramatic  literature^ 
and  many  of  his  citations  of  errors  and  defects  were  seen  to 
be  just.  Tonson  ventured  on  a  daodecimo  edition  of  Pqpe's 
work,  and  the  poet  inserted  this  characteristic  notice  oThis 
critic:  ''Since  the  publication  of  our  first  edition,  there 
having  been  some  attempts  upon  Shakspeare  by  Levris  Theo- 
bald l^which  he  would  not  communicate  dmnng  the  time 
whereih  that  edition  was  preparing  for  the  press,  when  we, 
by  public  advertisement,  did  request  the  assistuice  of  all 
lovers  of  this  author),  we  have  inserted  in  this  impresnon  aa 
many  of  them  aa  are  judged  of  any  the  least  advantage  to  the 
poet ;  the  whole  amowUing  to  about  twenty-five  wordeJ*  And 
the  same  year  (1728^  appeared  Pope's  Dunciad  with  Theo- 
bald for  its  hero.  The  uofortunate  commentator  could  not 
retaliate  in  this  style ;  but  with  the  help  of  Warburton  and 
others  he  produced  in  1788  a  complete  edition  of  Shakspeare 
in  seven  yolumes  octavo,  which  evinced  greater  care  and 
knowled^  than  that  of  his  illustrious  predecessor,  and  soon 
edUpsed  it  in  popular  estimation. 

The  translation  of  the  Odyssey  abo  involved  Pope  in 
trouble.  In  his  proposals,  issued  January  10th,  1724-5,  he  had 
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expreaij  qf»ted  tliat  the  subscription  was  not  wliolly  for  Iiis 
own' use,  but  for  that  of  two  of  Ids  friends  who  had  assisted 
him  in  tiie  work.  He  said  he  had  undertaken  the  translation 
of  the  Odyssey,  but  did  not  daim  to  be  sole  translator.  *'Mr. 
Pope  ihe  underiidker*'  was  a  fertile  topic  of  ridicule  and 
abuse;  and  an  epigram  on  the  transIatioD,  by  some  one  of 
his  nameless  assauantSi  rises  above  the  mark  of  Dennis^ 
Oildon,  or  Theobald: 

M  If  Homei'B  never-dying  Bong  bogon 
To  oolebnte  the  wrath  of  Pelena'  eon ; 
Or  If  his  opening  Odyaeey  disclose 
A  pttlent  hero  ezerdsed  In  woes : 
Let  mtderlakmg  Pope  demand  our  praise^ 
Who  so  oonld  copy  the  fkmed  Gredan  lays, 
That  BtOl  Achilles'  wrath  may  justly  rise^ 
And  BtOl  TJlysses  snffsr  In  disguise.** 

The  charge  that  he  had  solicited  an  expensive  subscription, 
and  employed  underlings  to  perform  vrnai  should  have  come 
from  his  own  hands, 
was  therefore  an  un- 
founded accusation. 
But  Pope  dismee- 
nuously   oonceated 
and  misrepresented 
the  amount  of  as- 
sistance he  received. 
At  the  conclusion  of 
the  notes  he  mdies 
Broome    say — **  If 
my  ^lerformance  has 
ment     either     in 
these   or    in   any 
part  of  the  trans- 
lation Tnamely,  in 
the  sizto,  eleventh, 
and     eighteenth 
books),  it  IS  but  just 

to  attribute  it  to  ELuAHFunoir. 

the  judgment  and 

care  of  Mr.  Pope,  by  whose  hands  every  sheet  was  corrected : 
his  other  imd  much  more  able  assistant  was  Mr.  Penton,  in 
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the  firartti  and  tiie  twentietti  bookB.**  Here^^booloioiilj 
axe  lacntJoned,  but  in  reality  iwelioe  booln  were  executed  by 
tiie  anifltaniB.  Fenton  took  tiie  let,  Mi,  19th,  and  2(Hb 
books  of  the  poem.  To  Broome  were  assigned  the  2nd,  0th, 
8th,  lltii,  12U^  16th,  18th,  and  23id,  besideB  the  oompilatkm 
of  tiie  notes.  So  well  was  the  Pope  measme— the  ^me* 
chanio  echo'*  of  his  Terse — now  nnderstood  and  practised, 
tiiat  fenton  and  Broome  show  no  inferiorily  in  st^le  to  Aeir 
master.  13ie  latter^  howeyer,  corrected  careblty,  and  threw 
in  some  of  his  occasional  httppy  tenches.  Thefint  conplet  of 
the  poem  was  thus  written  oy  Fentcm : 

M  The  man  ftir  wiadom  !in&*d,  O  man  nla^ 
Tbiooi^  iroet  tad  wndoiiigi  loQg  pnnad  lij  IktOb** 


P<^  erased  these,  and  sdhstitoted — 

"The  man  ftir  wiidom*e  Tnkva  arte  xenown*^ 
Long  exadied  In  woo^  0  mnee  naoand." 

The  Battle  of  the  Frogs  and  Uioe  was  translated  hr  Bur- 
neO.  According  to  Warborton,  Broome  receiyed  6001.  fi>r 
his  assistance,  and  Fenton  8002.,  but  Spence  miJces  Fenton's 
share  only  2^2.,  and  it  is  known  that  Broome  recei?ed  only 
5002^ — foor  hundred  for  the  translation  of  tiie  eig^t  book^ 
and  one  hundred  for  the  notes.*  There  was  no  cordiality  in 
this  classical  association.  Fenton  had  not  a  0K)d  opinion 
of  Pope's  heart,  Broome  had  a  decidedly  bad  opinion  <tf 
Pope's  Oieek,  and  Pope,  next  year,  classed  Broome  among 
^  the  parrots  who  repeat  another's  words  in  sudi  a  hoarse, 
odd  ydce,  as  makes  them  seem  tiieir  own!" 

Two  years  had  now  been  employed  on  tiie  Odyssey  from 
1728  to  1725;  it  extended  to fiye yolnmes ;  snd,  deducting 
the  sum  of800I.  paid  to  his  coadjutors,  the  Odyssey  realised  for 
Pope  28852L  5s.  For  the  copyright  Lintot  had  ({i?en  1002. 
per  yobnne^  and  all  the  subsoKers'  copies,  amoiintmg  to  fire 
amdred  and  serenty^^four.  The  Iliad  and  Odyssey  had  tiius 
brou^t  to  file  English  poet  from  eight  to  nine  thousand 
pou^b.  By  making  the  ancient  Ghrecian  pass  tfarourii  his 
poetical  crucible  into  an  English  form,  he  had  indeed  '^  drawn 
the  gdd^  current  of  Pactohis  to  Twickenham/'    The  Anne 

a  Cflimipgham^  edition  of  Johnson^  IlrVi  ffi.  211. 
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and  G^eoigiaa  period,  iipto  tfaiB  date,  was  princely  in  its  pa- 
tronage  of  literature.  W  orse  dajB  for  authors  came  with  an 
abler  administration.  Walpole,  in  ten  years— from  1781  to 
1741 — spent  aboye  9%  thousand  poundis  on  writers ;  but  it 
was  on  newspaper  parij  hirelmgs  and  yirulent  pamphleteers. 
Swift  wrote  to  nis  mend  (September  29th,  1725),  con- 
gratulating him  on  hia  emancipation  from  the  drudgery  of 
translation,  and  at  the  same  tmie  exhibiting  that  yein  of 
misanthropy  which,  as  Warton  said,  dishonoured  him  as  a 
man,  a  Omnstian,  and  a  philosopher : 

''I  am  exoeedingij  Dleased  that  yon  liare  done  with  transla- 
tions;  Lord  Ibreasnrar  Oxford  often  lamented  that  a  rascally  world 
should  lay  yon  nnder  the  neoessitT  of  misemploying  your  genins  for  so 
long  a  time.  Bot  smoe  yon  will  now  be  so  mnon  better  employed, 
whoi  yon  think  of  the  world,  giye  it  one  laah  the  more  at  my  reqoest. 
I  ha?e  ever  hated  all  nations,  professions,  and  commnnities ;  and  all 
n^  lore  is  towards  individoals :  for  instance,  I  hate  the  tribe  of 
lawyers,  but  I  loveConnsellor  such  a  one,  and  Judge  such  a  one.  Tis 
so  with  physicians  (I  will  not  speak  of  my  own  trade),  soldiers, 
Sng^iah,  Bootoh,  Eruich,  and  the  rest.  But  prinoipaUy  1  hate  and 
detest  that  ammal  called  man,  although  I  heartily  loYe  John,  Peter, 
lliomas,  andso  fortL  Diis  is  the  STstraiupon  which  1  haye  ffOTemed 
myself  many  years  (but  do  not  tell),  and  so  I  shall  go  on  tuil  haye 
done  with  than.  1  have  got  materials  towards  a  trea&8e,proyinA:  the 
fidsily  of  that  definition  ammal  rationale,  and  to  show  it  shouQ  be 
only  raHomt  capos.  Upon  tins  great  foundation  of  misanthrq;ry 
(thoudi  not  in  Timon's  manner)  the  whole  buildinff  of  my  trayels  is 
eroctM;  and  I  never  will  hsTe  peace  of  mind  tiU  all  honest  men  are 
of  my  opinion:  Inr  consequence  you  are  to  embrace  it  immediately, 
ud  procure  that  all  who  deserve  my  esteem  may  do  so  too.  Thematter 
is  so  dear,  that  it  win  admit  of  no  dispute;  nay,  I  will  hold  a  hundred 
pounds  that  you  and  1  agree  in  the  point." 

Pope,  withoat  formally  statins  his  dissent  from  his  friend 
(October  16th,  1726),  contriyed  to  show  him  that  he  dis- 
approyed  of  his  yiew  of  human  nature : 

''I  hs?e  often  imagined  to  myself,  that  if  ever  all  of  us  meet  agaiiL 
after  so  many  yarieties  and  changes,  after  so  much  of  the  old  worn 
and  of  the  old  man  in  each  of  us  Ims'been  altered,  that  scarce  a  single 
thought  (^tiie  one,  aiq  more  than  a  single  atom  of  the  other,  remams 
just  the  same;  I've  nnded,  I  say,  that  we  should  meet  like  the 
rigfateons  in  the  MJllennium,  quite  in  peace,  diyested  of  all  our  former 
passiotts,  smiling  at  our  past  follies,  and  content  to  eiyoy  the  kingdom 
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ofihejastmtranqmllity.  Bat  I  find  toa  would  rather  be  employed 
as  an  aYenginff  an^  of  wrath,  to  break  jonr  vial  of  indignation  orer 
the  heads  ci  ine  wretched  ereatnres  of  this  world;  naj,  would  make 
them  eat  your  book,  which  jon  hare  made  (I  doubt  not)  as  bitter  a 
pill  for  them  as  possible. 

I  won't  tdl  you  what  designs  I  have  in  my  head  (besides  writing  a 
set  of  maxims  in  opposition  to  all  Eoefaefoncault's  princ^les)  tiU  I 
see  you  here,  fiEUse  to  mce.  Then  yon  shall  haye  no  reason  to  complain 
of  me,  f or  want  of  a  generoos  disdain  of  this  woiH  ^on|^  I  hare  n^^ 
lost  m J  ears  in  yours  and  their  service.  Lord  Oxford,  too  (whom  I 
have  now  the  third  time  mentioned  in  this  letter,  and  he  desinres  to 
be  always  mentioned  in  everythinff  that  is  addressed  to  you,  or  comes 
from  you),  expects  you :  that  ought  to  be  enough  to  bring  you  hither; 
'tis  a  better  reason  than  if  the  nation  expemd  yon.  For  I  reaUy 
enter  as  fullj  as  you  can  desire,  into  your  nrinc^  of  lore  of  in- 
dividuals  :  and  I  diink  the  way  to  hare  a  public  spirit  is  first  to  have 
a  private  one;  for  who  can  believe  (said  a  Mend  of  mine)  that  anj 
man  can  care  for  a  hundred  thousand  people,  ^o  never  cared  for 
one?  No  ill-humoured  man  can  ever  be  a  pabiot,  any  more  than  a 
fioend.'' 

The  tranelation  of  the  OdTSser  secured  for  Pope  the  most 
attached  and  undoubtiiig  of  all  his  literary  finende.  llie 
Ber.  Joseph  Spence,  afbarwards  Professor  of  Poetry  in  Ox- 
ford, in  1726  pablished  an  Essay  on  Pope's  Odyssey.  He 
**  censured  witn  respect  and  praised  with  alacrity,"  as  John- 
son remarks ;  Pope  sought  his  acquaintance,  and  they  were 
ever  afterwards  in  habits  of  the  strictest  intimacy. 

The  ill  success  of  his  Shakspeare,  and  the  clamour  raised 
against  him  for  hia  **  undertaking"  the  Odyssey,  had  the 
effect  of  determining  Pope  to  male  his  next  appearance  as 
an  author  in  the  character  of  a  satirist.  In  a  letter  to  Swift, 
written  in  1725,  he  mentions  the  hatred  entertained  towards 
him  by  hadpecph,  and  he  specifies  Oildon  and  Oibbor.  The 
former  was  a  finend  of  Ambrose  Philips,  and  in  his  complete 
Art  of  Poetry,  published  in  1718,  he  had  studiously  depHre- 
ciated  Pope.  His  oriticiBm,  howerer,  was  unworthy  of  notice, 
and  Pope  must  haye  known  that  if  oyer  Oildon  could  be  con- 
sideredi^formidable,  he  was  so  no  longer,  for  he  was  then  dead. 
Gibber  had  very  Uttle  gall  in^  his  composition,  but  Pope's 
feud  was  of  long  standing.  Swift— ever  wise  in  counsel,  wnen 
no  doud  of  passion  intervened— dissuaded  his  friend  from 
the  course  he  saw  he  was  meditating.    ''  Take  care,"  he  said, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8WIPT  A0AIV  TIBITB  BKGLAKD.  287 

^  tbe  bad  poets  do  not  outwit  yoa  as  tbey  have  senred  the 
good  ones  ui  every  age,  whom  they  have  provoked  to  transmit 
ttieir  names  to  posterity.  Mievius  is  aswell  known  as  Yirgil, 
and  Gildon  will  be  as  well  known  as  you  if  his  name  gets  into 
your  verses.'*  Pope  accepted  the  caution,  though  he  could 
not  abide  by  it,  in  the  spirit  and  temper  of  a  man  of  sense. 
He  afipreed  with  Swift,  that  all  scribblers  should  be  passed  by 
in  sibnoe;  ^ so,*'  he  adds,  '^let  Gildon  and  Philips  rest  in 
peace."  The  friendly  monitor  soon  afterwards  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  England,  and  took  up  his  abode  at  Twickenham. 
Swifii's  reputotion  had  been  greatly  extended  by  his  de- 
fence of  the  Hberties  of  Ireland — as  his  defeat  of  the  scheme 
of  Wood's  copper  coinage  was  considered— and  he  brought 
with  him  the  manuscript  of  Qulliver's  Travels.  How  cor- 
dially he  was  received  by  Pope,  by  Gtnj,  Arbuthnot,  and 
Solingbroke,  may  be  reaoily  conceived.  To  his  powerful 
understanding  and  strong  will  they  yielded  involuntary  sub- 
mission. He  was  the  Coryphieus  of  the  parfy,  the  successfiil 
champion  of  Ireland,  and  the  chief  of  Engush  wits.  Swift 
valued  literature  only  as  a  means  of  promoting  his  own  ad- 
vancement, or  carrying  such  objects  as  he  strongly  desired. 
]Bte  was  not  like  Pope,  aU  author.  He  wanted  literature  to 
do  for  him  what  a  great  fortune  or  title  would  have  done. 
He  wished,  he  said,  to  be  used  like  a  lord,  so  that  the  reputa- 
tion of  wit  or  learning  might  do  the  office  of  a  blue  riband, 
or  a  coach  and  six  horses.  On  this  occasion  he  visited  Wal- 
pol&— not  disinclined  apparentiy  to  share  in  ministerial  fa- 
vour— but  his  ostensible  object  was  to  represent  the  afiSeurs 
of  Ireland  to  the  great  minister  in  a  true  tight.  He  was  po- 
litelyreceived,  and  the  Princess  Oaroline  saw  him  at  Leices- 
ter House,  but  his  schemes  evaporated  in  mere  courtly 
phrases.  He  retired  more  than  ever  disgusted  with  courts 
and  ministers  of  state;  and  his  visit  to  England  was  abruptlv 
terminated  by  the  illness  of  Stella,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  hurried  back  to  Ireland.  He  had  been  about  four  months 
^-firam  April  to  August — ^with  Pope  at  Twickenham.  During 
this  time,  Gulliver  nad  been  finally  completed  for  the  press, 
and  two  volumes  of  Miscellanies,  containing  pieces  in  prose 
and  verse,  by  Swift,  Pope,  Ghy,  and  Arbuthnot^  were  pro- 
jected and  considerably  advanced.  Swift  had  been  only  a 
few  weeks  gone,  when  a  serious  accident  happened  to  his  host 
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at  TwidrftnTiam.  The  poet  had  been  dixiing  with  Boling- 
broke  at;  Dawley^  and  me  at  night  the  peer  sent  his  friend 
home  in  a  stately  £uhion,  in  a  coach  and  six.  A  email 
bridge,  abont  a  mue  fromPope's  xeadence,  was  broken  down, 
and  the  postilion  taking  the  water,  the  coach  came  in  contect 
with  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  and  was  overturned.  Before  the 
coachman  could  get  to  Pope's  assistance,  the  wator  had 
reached  the  knots  of  his  periwig.  The  glass  was  broken,  and 
he  was  rescued,  bnt  not  until  he  had  reoeiyed  a  severe  wound 
in  his  right  hand,  which  for  some  time  disqualified  hhn  for 
writing.  Yoltaire,  who  was  then  on  a  virit  at  Dawley^  sent 
his  condolences  in  an  EnolUk  epistle,  stating  that  the  water 
into  which  Pope  fell  was  ^  not  Hippocrene's  water,  otherwise 
it  would  have  respected  him !"  ^^  is  it  possible^''  he  added, 
« that  those  fingers  which  have  written  the  Bapeof  tfaeLodE, 
and  the  Criticism,  which  have  dressed  Homer  so  beoomiiiffly 
in  an  EnaUtik  eoai,  should  have  been  so  barbarously  treatecTP  * ' 
Pope  disliked  the  Prenchwi^  having,  it  is  said,fi>und  out  he 
was  a  sp7,  and  Yoltaire  having,  en  one  occasion,  talked  so 
grosdy  at  Twickenham  withrenpectto  the  stateof  his  healtii, 
as  to.  drive  Mrs.  Pope  fiN>m  i£e  table.  Yoltaire^  however, 
was  a  fiiyourite  with  George  L  and  the  Princess  Garoline, 
which  helped  to  fill  his  subscriptions  for  the  Henriade,  and 
to  make  nis  fortune,  but  which  proved  no  recommendation 
at  Twickenham. 

Among  the  Homer  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum  is  a  small 
undated  and  unsigned  note,  in  the  handwriting  of  Martha 
Blount,  referring  to  this  accident:  ''We  shall  be  at  home 
all  Pridaj,  and  expect  you  soon  after  dinner.  Your  dangers 
on  thevrater  that  night  I  can  imadne  from  what  Gtocnge  told 
us.  Your  wine  is  come  sab."  Martiia  was  always  sparing 
of  words. 

Oulliver's  Tnvels  made  tiie  winter  of  1726  finnons.  It 
was  publidied  in  the  latter  end  of  October  or  beginning  of 
November,  and  sold  with  sudi  rapidity,  tiiat  the  whole  un- 
pression  was  exhausted  in  a  week,  and  the  work  promised,  as 
Arbuthnot  said,  to  have  as  great  a  run  as  Jonn  Bunyan. 
P^  went  to  lK>ndon  on  purpose  to  see  how  it  would  be  re* 
crived  by  statesmen  and  commoners,  and  to  observe  its  effects 
v^as,  he  says,  his  diversion  for  a  fortnight*  He  had  apecu- 
liar  interest  in  the  work,  if  tiie  report  adopted  by  Sr  Walter 
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Scott;  in  liis  Life  of  Swift  be  correct^  narndr,  tliat  Swift  made 
him  a  donation  of  the  copyriglit,  and  that  ne  sold  it  for  8007. 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  tiiat  he  was  connected  with  car- 

'  \g  oatf  though  he  may  have  Ba^|e8ted  the  mystification 
;  aooompanieil  the  publication  of  Oulliyer.  Eramius  Lewis 

J  the  negotiator,  and  the  sum  demanded  for  the  copyright 
was  2007.  The  manuscript  was  sent  to  Benjamin  Motte, 
Swift's  bookseller,  with  a  request  that  he  would  immediately 
ddiTer  a  bank-bill  of  2007.  Motte  demurred  to  the  imme- 
diate payment,  but  offered  to  publish  the  work  within  a 
month  after  he  reoeiTed  the  copy,  and  to  pay  the  sum  de- 
manded, if  the  success  allowed  i^  in  six  months.  The  terms 
were  accepted  and  the  book  appeared,  but  at  the  end  of  tho 
six  montlui  Motte  se^ns  to  have  applied  for  a  longer  period 
of  credit.  This  also  was  granted,  bwift,  disguising  his  hand, 
and  signing  ^Bichard  Sympson,"  as  acting  for  Ids  cousin 
Gulliver,  left  the  matter  to  Erasmus  Lc^ris,  and  Lewis, 
May  4tb,  1727,  writes,  "  I  am  fuUy  satisfied."  i®  Pope,  then, 
does  not  appear  in  tiie  transaction,  but  the  secret  of  the 
authorship  was,  of  course,  known  to  Swift's  particidar  fidends, 
though  in  tiieir  letters  they  all  afiected  ignorance  of  it.  Pope 

S'B  the  publisher  received  the  copy,  he  knew  not  firom 
enoe  nor  from  whom,  dropped  at  his  house  in  the  dark 
from  a  hackney  coach ;  and  by  computing  the  time,  he  found 
it  was  after  Swift  left  England,  so  he  suspended  his  judg- 
ment. Gby  writes  to  the  same  effect;  and  Swift  kept  up 
the  humour  by  alludinc^  to  a  book  sent  to  him  called  Gulli- 
ver^s  Travels.  ''A  bisnop  here,"  he  adds, ''  said  that  book 
was  full  of  improbable  lies,  and  for  his  ^urt  he  hardly  be- 
lieved a  word  of  it."  Arbuthnot  writes  him:  ^  Lord  Bear- 
borough,  who  is  no  inventor  of  stories,  told  us  that  he  fi^  in 
company  with  a  master  of  a  ship,  who  told  him  that  he  was 
Yery  well  acquainted  with  Ghilliver,  but  that  theprinter  had 
mistaken;  that  he  lived  inWapping,  and  not  inBotherhithe. 
I  lent  the  book  to  an  old  gentleman  (adds  Arbuthnot),  who 
went  immediately  to  his  map,  to  search  for  Lilliput."  It  is 
obvious  how  much  all  this  must  have  amused  and  gratified 

^*  TMoK'sedftioiiofGiiIlhrer,  1840.  The  oris^nAb  m  M  fhe  poMSsion 
of  tihg  Bey,  gBatfaoiit  Woodman,  EdghMton,  by  Binnfashiiin.  Hx.  W. 
If  gnaOma,  of  Bathiniti  the  piil>liflher,  who  was  the  partner  and  BooceeBor 
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the  Dean  and  his  firienda  in  connexion  mik  the  unexampled 
saleoftiieTolame. 

The  health  of  Stella  being  partially  leatoied,  Swift  viaited 
England  affain  in  April,  1727.  Hia  fiime  now  stood  higher 
than  it  had  done  in  the  previona  antomn,  and  he  was  wel- 
comed at  Leicester  Hoose,  and  in  all  the  circles  of  his 
fiiendsy  with  increased  delight  and  enthusiasm.  He  still 
dung  to  the  expectafcion  of  obtaining  some  churdi  prefer- 
ment in  Bnglan^  and  fresh  hopes  were  kindled  on  the  death 
of  the  king,  when  a  chan^  of  ministry  was  expected.  Wal- 
pole,  however,  was  again  m  the  ascenoant,  and  Swift  lingered 
on  for  some  months  with  small  chance  of  his  wishes  being 
realised.  He  resided,  as  before,  with  Pope,  and  the  result 
of  their  joint  efforts  appeared  bj  the  publicabion,  in  June,  of 
two  volumes  of  the  Miscellanies.  A  third,  called  ^'  the  last 
volume,*'  was  published  in  the  following  March.  The  Pre- 
hce  is  dated  from  Twickenham,  May  27, 1727,  and  is  signed 
bv  Swift  and  Pope,  whose  initials  also  appear  in  a  cipher  on 
tne  title-pafi;e.  The  prefi&ce  is  evidently  of  Pope's  composi- 
tion, and  the  fellowmg  reason  is  assig^ied  for  the  publica- 
tion: 

*' Having  both  of  ns  been  extremely  ill  foeated  by  some  bodkaeDenL 
espeoiallv  oneEdmimd  Corll,  it  was  our  opinion  that  the  best  method 
we  coola  take  for  justifying  ooiselves  would  be  to  publish  whatever 
loose  paners  in  prose  and  verse  we  have  formerly  written ;  not  only 
such  as  nave  alreadv  stolen  into  the  world  veir  much  to  our  r^g[ret, 
and  perhaps  veiy  little  to  our  credit,  but  such  as  in  any  probability 
hereafter  may  run  the  same  fate;  having  been  obtained  nom  us  wr 
the  importumty  and  divul^  by  the  indiscretion  of  friends,  althougn 
restrained  b^  nromises  which  few  of  them  are  ever  known  to  observe, 
and  often  tmnk  they  make  us  a  compliment  in  breaking." 

Begret  is  expressed  that  their  raillery,  though  ever  so 
tender,  or  their  resentment,  though  ever  so  just,  should 
have  been  indulged  with  regard  to  Sir  John  Yanbrugh, 
**  who  was  a  man  of  vnt  and  of  humour,  and  Mr.  Addison, 
whose  name  deserves  all  respect  from  every  lover  of  learn- 
ing." It  is  then  affirmed  that  the  cabinets  of  the  sick  and 
the  closets  of  the  dead  had  been  broken  open  and  ransacked 
to  publish  their  private  letters — a  statement  certainlj  im- 
supported  by  proof,  and  which  seems  to  have  been  ha«ffded 
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with  a  new  of  prewiring  for  some  BubBequent  publication  of 
letten.  FarneU,  Gart^  Bowe,  Addison,  and  Orhm  had 
died,  bat  tiieir  fnenda  and  executors  made  no  compUnts  of 
such  indi^ties,  which,  if  perpetrated,  must  have  awakened 
the  liyeliest  ind^nation,  and  led  to  instant  inquiry.  To 
the  Miscellames  Swift  was  the  larpst  contribute,  and  his 
ironical  and  satirical  treatises,  with  his  poetical  trifles,  thus 
collected  and  presented  in  a  compendious  shape,  must  haye 
formed  the  chief  attraction  of  the  worL  Pope  published  his 
Memoirs  of  F.  P.,  Olerk  of  this  Parish  Ta  witty  though  inde- 
licate satire  on  Bishop  Burnet,  in  whi<m  Gar  assiste^,  and 
the  Qheatise  on  the  Bathos,  or  Art  of  Sinking  in  Poetry. 
He  also  reprinted  the  Key  to  the  Lock,  and  the  Satires  on 
CurU  and  Dennis.  Many  of  his  lighter  poetical  pieces  also 
appeared  for  the  first  time  in  these  volumes,  including  the 
^  Jnragment  of  a  Satire,"  formerly  published  in  Markuind's 
CTthereia,  with  additions,  in  which  ^  alaflhing  Bentley  and 
piddling  Tibbalds"  (Theobald),  are  duly  commemorated,  and 
the  lines  on  Addison  are  given,  slightly  corrected.  Thecon- 
coction  of  these  volumes  certainly  betrays  the  art  of  the 
bookmaker,  and  was  fairly  open  to  comment ;  but  the  direct 
pononal  saJlies  it  contained  aroused  a  whole  tribe  of  hostile 
authors  and  fiiends  of  authors,  and  led  the  way  to  the  ''  bi£^ 
wars"  of  the  Dundad.  Swift,  who  had  condemned  such 
notice  of  bad  poets,  and  who  possessed  more  enlarged  and 
tolerant  views  on  these  subjects  than  his  friend,  must  have 
been  overruled  in  the  matter  of  the  publication ;  but  haviujg 
assented,  he  was  utterly  indifferent  to  whatever  attacks  it 
might  provoke.  His  disappointment  at  the  Court,  and  the 
reton  of  his  dea&ess  and  giddiness,  engrossed  his  attention ; 
and  finding  himself  unfit  for  companv,  and  that  Pope  was 
too  Bickly  and  complaisant,  he  removed  from  Twickennam  to 
London.  He  seems  to  have  stolen  away  under  pretence  of 
some  unavoidable  business,  and  he  continued  m  London 
during  the  month  of  September,  Pope  visiting  him  as  often 
as  he  could  obtain  access  to  his  retreat.  He  leSt  England  in 
the  beginning  of  October,  leaving  with  Qaj  a  letter  for  his 
finend  at  Twickenham,  which  was  couched  in  such  kind  and 
affecting  terms,  that  Pope  says  it  made  him  cry  like  a  girl. 
This  was  Swift's  last  visit  to  England.  Stella  died  about 
three  months  after  his  retom  to  Inland. 
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Before  Swift's  ^bparfenre,  Gttj  had  nearly  completed  his 
Beggar's  Opera,  Tne  idea  of  a  Neweate  Pastoral  had  been 
first  suggested  by  the  Dean,  and  both  he  and  Pope  are  said 
to  have  assisted  in  the  comnositicm  of  the  meoe.  To  Pone 
has  been  assigned  two  of  the  songs  which  glance  satirically 
at  the  Court,  but  his  statement  to  SpeiK^e  was,  that  except  a 
word  of  correction  or  adfice  now  and  then,  the  plar  was 
whoUy  of  Gtay's  own  writing.  In  &at,  Oay  was  a  better 
lyrical  poet  thian  either  of  his  more  able  friars.  GThe  opera 
was  brought  on  the  stage  January  29th,  1727-8— the  yetj  day 
after  the  death  of  poor  Stella  in  Dublin — and  its  success 
was  as  great  as  that  of  Gullrrer.  Pope  has  recorded  the 
event  in  one  of  the  notes  to  the  Dunciad,  and  it  appears 
that  Gby's  share  of  the  nrofits — ^^the  autiiov's  nights" — 
amounted  to  nearly  seven  nundred  pounds. 

In  his  treatise  on  the  Bathos,  or  profound.  Pope  dted 
a  number  of  grandiloquent  and  absurd  passM^s  nom  the 
poetryof  Sir  Sichard  iBlackmore,  Lee,  Cooke,  Welsted,  Am- 
nroselPhilips,  Theobald,  Broome,  ^.  These  quotations,  with 
the  sarcastic  introductoir  remarks,  are  highly  effeictive. 
The  sdemn  platitudes  of  Blackmore,  the  pueruity  of  ^ilips, 
and  the  rant  of  some  of  the  tragic  heroes,  thus  displaved, 
apart  £rom  tiie  context,  covered  them  with  ridiode  m>m 
vniich  there  was  no  esci^.  Broome  took  o£bnce,  though 
his  name  was  not  mentioned,  at  the  introduction  of  two 
absurd  lines  from  his  pen.  ^'Another  author,'*  says  the 
satirist,  ^^  describes  a  poet  that  shines  forth  amidst  a  cirde  of 
critics, 

« ( Thus  FhoBbiis  ftaoa^  fhe  sodUo  takes  hb  iray, 
And  amid  monateii  riaei  into  day.* 

**  What  a  peculiarity  is  here  of  invention  ?  The  au&or's 
pencil,  like  the  wand  of  Circe,  turns  all  into  monsters  at  a 
stroke  r'  This  naturally  irritated  Broome,  who  was  some- 
what too  mye  and  fine  a  man  to  relish  such  a  depreciatory 
remark.  Me  wrote  to  Penton  and  to  Pope  on  the  subject, 
and  Pope  replied  that  the  passage  was  ^'  neither  his  doing 
nor  Dr.  Arbuthnof  s,  but  was  inserted  by  a  ftiend."^    To 

u  -gfoai  UnpabUabed  Lettera  in  Mr.  Crokw^a  poaaeasUm,  qnoted  by  Mr. 
Cnmdngbam  in  his  edition  of  Johnaon'a  liTea.  "AB  that  vraa  remembered 
of  Broome  twenty  yean  sinoe,  in  the  peiiah  in  Kocfblk  when  he  lived,  waa 
that  he  waa  a  fine  man,  and  kept  an  eac^"— 6^0nt  Mojf^  1880. 
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credili  this  denial  would  haye  required  more  fidth  and  charity 
than,  we  suspect,  the  worthy  and  daasical  floffolk  rector  was 
possessed  of.  Welstod,  in  his  best  poem,  Aeon  and  Layinia, 
nas  two  lines  open  to  ridicule : 


-TodecHne 


His  suit,  irbo  mm  her,  idth  fiuniliar  eyes, 
Adeep^  and  only  ooreeed  wHh  the  akki.** 

The  satirist  misquoted  the  lines  and  added  to  the  absurdity 
of  the  picture: 

« ^Behold  the  Wrgbiliei 

%ked,  and  oniy  ooTer'd  hy  the  aky." 

^To  which,"  says  Scribleros,  *^  thou  may'st  add— 

'*<  To  see  her  beantleB  no  man  needs  to  stoop, 
She  has  the  whole  horizon  for  her  hcx^^" 

In  addition  to  the  examples  of  tbe  Bathos,  Pope  ranged  the 
^confined  and  less  copious  geniuses"  in  dinerent  ohu»es 
under  the  name  of  animals,  and  as  this  chapter  was  con- 
sidered by  many  the ''  head  and  firont  of  his  offending,*'  we 
Bub)cnn.  the  clasmfication : 

1.  The  IMiff  Fkkei:  These  are  writera  who  now  and  then  zise 
upon  their  mis.  and  fly  out  of  the  Profimd ;  hut  their  wiius  are  soon 
dry,  and  they  drop  down  to  the  bottom.    Q.  S.    A.H.    C.  G. 

S.  The  SwalUmt  are  authors  that  are  eternally  akimmfng  and  flut- 
tering up  and  down,  bat  all  their  agOity  is  employed  to  eaickJUes. 
L.T.    W.P.    LordE.    rAfterwards  abwed  to  ••Lord  H.^ 

8.  The  Oiiricies  xte  each,  whose  heaviness  rarely  permits  them  to 
raise  tfaemselYes  from  the  ^und;  their  wings  are  of  no  use  to  Hft 
them  up,  and  their  motion  is  between  fl^og  and  waUdng ;  but  then 
HbBjnmvery/atL    B.P^    L.E.    The£[on.E.H. 

4.  TRie  Jnarats  are  they  that  repeat  anotkef^s  words,  in  such  a 
hoarse,  odd  Toioe,  as  make  them  seem  their  oim.  W.  B.  W.  H. 
C.  C.    TheltererendD.D. 

5.  The  Didtmen  are  authors  that  keep  themselyes  bnff  out  of 
sijB^  under  water,  and  come  up  now  and  then  where  you  least  ex- 
pected them.  li.W— D.,Esq.  [Afterwards  ••  L.  W.  G.D."]  The 
Hon.  SirW.  T. 

6.  The  Pmjioiiim are  unwieldy  and  big;  they  put  aU  their  numbers 
into  agreat  toimoil  and  temp^  but  wheneyer  they  appear  in  plain 
iig^  (which  is  seldom)  they  are  only  shapeless  and  u^  monsters. 
ID.    O.G.    LO. 
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7.  The  Frofft  are  siioh  as  can  neither  wa]k  nor  flj^lrat  can  leap  and 
hoimd  to  aiJmnntiraL  Thej  lire  generaUy  m  the  bottom  of  a  oitoh, 
and  make  a  great  noise  whenever  thej  throst  their  heads  above 
water.    B-TlC   LM.,BBq.    T.D.,  Gent 

8.  The  Beli  aie  obscure  authors,  that  vnq^  themselves  nn  in  their 
ownmnd,  bat  are  mighiy  nimble  and  pert.  L.  W.  L.  T.  P.  M. 
Gteneral  C. 

0.  The  SMoitei  are  slow  and  chiD*  and,  Hke  pastoral  writers,  de- 
ligbt  mnbh  in  gardens:  they  have,  for  the  most  part,  a  fine  em- 
broidered shell,  and  nndemeath  it  a  heavy  lump.  A.  P.  W.  B. 
L.  E.    The  Bight  Hon.  B.  of  S. 

The  bosy-idle  portion  of  the  reading  public  of  London, 
and  especially  the  poetasters  who  had  been  struck  at^  had  no 
difficulty  in  aeciphering  these  initial  letters,  though  a  few  (as 
p.  D.  and  E.  of  S.)  seem  to  have  been  set  down  as  blinds  to 
the  others.  G*.  S.  was  Cfearife  Sewell,  the  Whig  poet  and 
translator,  who  died  m  1726.  A.  H.  was  Aaron  MiU.  0.  G*. 
C^arlei  QUdon.  L.  T.  Louis  TheohM.  W.  P.  WUUam 
JPaUeaon^  one  of  Curll's  poets,  who  died  in  1727.  Lord  H. 
Jjord  Ejorveg.  D.  F.  Jje  lie.  L.  E.  Lmorenoe  JBhuden. 
The  Hon.  E.  Tl.JEIiward  Sward.    W.  B.  WUKam  Broome. 

0.  0.  Oolley  abler.  L.  W— D.  Leonard  Wekted,  and  when 
chansed  to  L.  W.  G-.  S.  Leonard  Weleted  tJxi.Oeorge 
JDuekei.  The  Hon.  Sir  W.  Y.  Sir  WUUam  Tonge.  I.  D. 
JohnDenme.    1.0.  John  Oldmiaon.    3.W.  JEduHwdWard. 

1.  M.  James  Moore.  T.  D.  Thomas  Dwrfeij.  P.  M.  Peter 
Motteux.    iL.Tl. Ambrose FhiUps?^ 

Li  this  daasification  exact  oonsiBtency  had  not  been  pre- 
served ;  for  to  make  Gildon  botha  fiyins  fish  and  a  porpoise, 
Theobsdd  both  a  swallow  and  an  eel,  andWdsted  a  ai<upper 
as  well  as  an  eel,  was  surdy,  as  Dennis  said,  as  little  appo- 
site as  the  doud  in  Hamlet,  which  Polonius  made  sometimes 
like  a  weasel  and  sometimes  like  a  whale.  Dennis  grayely 
urged  that  ^'neither  the  initial  nor  the  final  letters  of  these 
authors'  names,  nor  their  persons,  nor  their  actions,  ever 
^ye  any  such  ideas  to  any  mortal,  unless  to  this  little  whim- 
sical creature.    But,"  he  adds,  ^^now  let  us  see  if  we  cannot 

n  A  writer  in  the  DaOg  Jowrml,  Mtfdi  36  (evidentitf  Pope),  under  the 
dgnatare  ofP*t7flfai>o,  enmstt  thftt  in  some  li»tanoes  each  letter  meeni  a 
different  8iimam&  u  B.  Emdmi  W.  WMsii  I.  JchMon;  H.  MUfMfi 
T.  7(09;  D.  ~ 
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tom  tiuB  very  method  with  a  little  more  success  upon  Alex- 
ander P.  For  let  us  only  do  by  him  what  he  has  done  by 
L.  W— Dy  that  18^  take  the  initial  letter  of  his  Ohristian 
name,  and  the  initial  and  final  letters  of  his  surname,  viz., 
A*  F — ^E,  and  they  give  you  the  same  idea  of  an  ape  that 
his  fieuse,  and  his  sluipe,  and  his  stature  do,  and  his  name 
ludicroudy  misohieyous."  To  such  miserable  warfiue  had 
the  greatest  poet  of  his  age  subjected  himself  by  ignoble 
personal  satire !  Dennis's  remark,  however,  was,  in  that 
style  of  controTersy,  a  ''palpable  hit,"  and  Fope  altered  the 
initial  letters  as  given  above. 

Nearly  all  these  parties  come  before  us  a^ain  in  Pope's 
array  of  dunces,  but  one  of  the  number  he  singled  out  for 
immediate  and  si^;nal  vengeance,  which  was  never  satiated  so 
long  as  the  victim  livea  Tins  was  James  Moore,  now 
James  Moore  Smythe,  his  maternal  firandfiither,  William 
Smythe,  of  London,  having,  in  1720-1,  left  him  his  fortune, 
wiw  directions  that  he  should  take  the  name  of  Smythe. 
This  fortune  was  vested  in  real  estate,  Smythe  having  pur- 
chased aproperty  named  Frodley  Hall,  near  Barton,  inStaf- 
fordslure!^  Though  Smythe's  lather,  Arthur  Moore,  had 
retired  from  public  life  in  some  disgmce,  he  lived  in  a  style 
of  maffuificence,  and  had  two  estates  in  Surrey,  Fetcham  and 
Folesden;  his  son  James,  also,  from  his  connexions  and 
fortune^  moved  in  good  society.  We  ^;ather  ftom  Pope's 
Dnndad  that  Smythe  was  at  least  occasionally  in  the  com- 

»  In  1781  we  find  him  present  at  an  entertainment  to  oelebrftte  the 
hirtfadigr  of  Lord  Andorer,  son  of  the  Eerl  of  Berkshire,  on  ifhieh  oocaaion 
he  wrote  some  ttnei : 

^  O  Andover,  with  soft  Attractions  gay, 
Where  early  graces  and  young  Hnses  play; 
Think,  whflst  we  celebrate  thy  natal  hour, 
We  toast  to  freedom  mirestrain*d  by  power-^ 
That  plan  of  liberty  delivered  down, 
Whidi  the  sire  chnish'd  and  the  son  mnst  own. 
Then,  when  on  noble  rains  tlioa  shalt  rise, 
And  the  bad  world  yidd  Berkshire  to  the  sUes^ 
Long  may'st  thoa  emulate  thy  fkther's  placoi 
And  wear  the  beauties  of  thy  mother's  xaoe^** 

On  which  Pope  wrote  this  distich,  published  in  the  Grub-itrdti  Jomui: 

^  What  makes  for  once  Squire  Jemmy's  Muse  so  toward? 
Here  Joy  to  see  a  oonsfai  of  Ked  Howard." 
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panj  of  Arbuthnot,  Yoimg,  and  other  friends  of  the  poet^ 
and  hj  Pope  himself  was  introduced  to  Lord  Peterborough. 
He  was,  as  we  have  seen^  intimate  with  the  Blount  fJEunfly  at 
Mapledurham.  The  sarcastic  allusion  to  him  in  the  MisoeL- 
lanies  shows  that  Pope's  enmity  had  then  been  stirred  hj 
some  undisclosed  afiont  or  injurr,  and  this  first  blow  was 
followed  up  a  few  days  afterwaros  by  a  letter  in  tiie  Didfy 
Journal,  Mardi  18, 1728 : 

**SiB,— Upon  reading  the  tbird  volnme  of  Pope's  MiwoeHmiiw^  I 
fonnd  flye  linies  which  I  thought  exceUent,  and,  fii^pening  to  praise 
them  afterwards  in  a  mixed  oompanj,  a  gentkonan  present  immedi- 
atdj  produced  a  modem  comedy  pnblishea  last  year,  where  were  the 
same  yeraes,  almost  to  a  little.  1  was  a  good  deal  out  of  countenance 
to  find  that  I  had  been  ao  eloquent  in  praise  of  a  felony,  and  not  a 
little  in  pain  lest  I  myaelf  shonld  be  nnaerstood  to  be  an  aooomplioe. 
The  Imes  are  these ;  the  subject  a  coqoette : 

''^TSithiia  that  ymi^  ooq[oettoB  rowirdfly 
Ajomthoffrolioa,  an  old  age  of  cards; 
"Fm  to  no  pmpoae,  artftil  to  no  end, 
Yoong  wHhont  loyen,  old  witiurat  a  Mand; 
A^ibol  thefa:  aim,  thefa:  prize  some  wom-ont  sot, 
Attye  ridkiiloiis,  and  dead  fingot' 

Bui  my  confosibn  was  yastty wgrayated  when  the  same  gentlemaOjUor- 
sning  Lis  trinmph,  turned  me  to  the  diaconrae  at  the  head  of  the  l&rd 
Yolune,  where  the  author  of  these  admirable  lines  is  likened  to  afrog 
iupoeiay;  one  Ihat  can  neither  walk  nor  fly,  bnt  can  kan  and  bonnd  to 
admiration;  that  Uyes  generally  at  the  bottom  of  a  ditch,  and  makes 
a  great  noise  wheneyerne  throats  his  head  aboye  water;  andispbced 
in  this  oIfu»  between  Mr.  Edward  Ward  and  Mr.  Thomas  Pnrfc^.  If 
eyery  man  who  is,  with  ecpal  dnlness,  abused  in  that  piece,  haa  con- 
tribnted  an  eqpal  proportion  to  the  MisceUany,  instead  of  its  being 
resented  as  a  nmna  on  the  publio,  it  might  haye  nroyed  an  agreeaUe 
amusement.  But  these  genUemen  are  reaoly^  to  oe  originals  in  some 
kind  or  other;  and  are  undoubtedlythefirst  plagiaries  that  pretended 
to  make  a  reputation  hj  stealing  from  a  ma^s  works  in  his  own  life- 
time, and  out  of  a  pnbho  print.  Ll  their  manner  of  treating  him  they 
resemble  our  ordmaiy  lootpada^  who  neyer  rifle  a  man  without 
abusing  ^^,  as  thouA  they  meuit  to  make  out  their  title  to  his 
monej  by  proyiog  to  liim  tnat  he  was  not  worthy  of  it.  I  am,  sir, 
your  most  humble  aeryant, — 'Pbjlo-Matjbi,'* 

Another  letter  in  the  same  journal,  signed  Philalethes^ 
points  out  the  injured  party  r 
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P  \^I  866  BO  reason  whj  you  should  suppress  thenameof  Mr.  I— M. 
8-^ — i  ta  whom  this  injury  has  been  done,  or  not  dte  the  oomedr 
of  the  BiTal  Modes,  where  those  five  excellent  verses  are  to  be  fonndL 
But  I  must  now  farther  acouaint  you,  sir,  that  the  whole  piece  en- 
tftled  *' Memoirs  of  a  Parisn  Clerk,"  m  the  second  volume  of  that 

ooQeoiion,  has  above  two  years  been  owned  bv  Mr.  S in  several 

companies.  And  I  am  certainly  informed  tnat  another  admirable 
piece,  called  ''An  Historico-Physical  Account  of  the  South  8ea^" 
which  he  has  vet  in  his  hands,  would  (if  these  authors  could  any  way 
have  proourea  it  from  him)  have  as  inMibly  been  published  as  their 
own  in  this  collection." 

Pope  bad  tbtiB  ingemously  laid  the  foundation  for  acharge 
of  pla^pariBin  against  Smythe.  Whoever  read  the  above 
lettem  in  tbe  Daihf  Jourmd  would  turn  to  the  Miscellmies 
for  the  important  lines,  and  there  they  appear  as  fornung 

Srt  of  the  verses  addressed  to  Martha  Mount  on  her  birth- 
jy  in  1728,.  a  copy  of  whicb  Pope  had  sent  to  Judith 
Cowper: 

"^Oli,  be  them  blest  with  all  that  Heaven  can  send, 
Long  health,  long  yoath,  long  pleasore,  and  afiiflnd, 
Not  with  those  toys  the  female  race  admire^ 
Biches  that  vex  and  vanities  that  tin; 
Kot  as  the  woiid  its  pretty  slaves  rewards^ 
A^yoothoffrolios,  an  old  age  of  cards ; 
Fair  to  no  prnpose^  artftdtonoend; 
Toimg  witfaont  lovers,  old  without  a  fHead; 
A  ftp  their  pasrion,  biit  their  prise  a  sot; 
Alivaridiciiioiis,  and  dead  forgotr  Aa 

Theee  versea  underwent  various  changes^  as  mav  be  seen  by 
refinzing  to  the  ^^Miscdlaneous  Poems"  of  fope  in  this 
edition.  But  the  plot  against  Smythe  was  not  unfolded  tiU 
tiie  enlarged  edition  of  the  Dunciad  appeared  in  1729. 
There  tiie  above  charge  was  repeated ;  the  letter  accusiDg 
Pope  of  plagiarism  was  quoted,  and  Pope  entered  boldly  on 
big  defence.  The  lines  were  bis,  be  baa  ^ven  Smythe  leave 
to  insert  them  in  his  comedy  of  the  Bival  Modes ;  but  a 
monOi  befixre  the  plaj  was  acted,  January  27, 1726-7,  he 
wrote  to  him  stati^  that  the  versea  would  be  hiown  to  be 
Us,  some  copies  having  fqt  abroad.  Smythe,  however, 
begged  they  might  be  retamed;  the  lines  bad  been  read  in 
bis  comedy  to  several  persons,  and  be  hoped  Mr.  P.  would 
not  deprive  him  of  them.    Beferenoe  is  then  made  to  Bo- 
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linebroke,  to  the  lady  to  whom  the  TeneB  were  origiiuilly 
adoureasedy  to  Hugh  !bethely  and  otherB,  who  knew  the  yenes 
to  be  his  (Pope's^  long  before  Smythe  composed  hU  play. 
They  had  appearea  in  me  Miscellany  as  addressed  to  the  lady 
three  years  oefore,  in  1728.  But  were  they  really  sent  to 
Kartha  Blount  in  1728  P  In  the  copy  at  MafJedurham 
there  are  no  such  lines;  two  contemporary  manuscripts  of  the 
poem  exist,  and  neither  contains  them  '^*  they  were  not  in  the 
copy  sent  to  Judith  Cowper,  and  a  copy  ]^rinted  and  pub- 
lisned  in  1726  is  without  them.  The  inevitable  oondusion 
is  that  Pope  inserted  them  in  the  yerses  addressed  to  M.  B., 
as  published  in  the  Miscellany,  in  order  to  found  or  support 
the  charge  of  plagiarism  against  Smythe.  He  had  made  pre- 
paration for  it  by  his  anonymous  letters  in  the  Da%  Journal, 
and  the  triumpliant  exposure  was  reserved  for  the  Dunciad. 
Never  before  was  so  much  lasting  enmity  built  on  so  dender 
a  basisi  The  charge  of  plagiarism,  even  in  its  worst  shape,  is 
feebly  supported.  The  lines  are  not  exactly  given  as  a  quo- 
tation, though  Smythe  might  have  argued  tmit  they  were. 
Most  of  the  characters  in  the  play  are  made  occasionally  to 

i«  Athwiinin,  June  88, 185S.  The  wittor  uyu,  **  I  cannot  but  believa 
that  Pope  bad  iome  legnCs  at  thia  mnrortl^  prooeedfaig^  fbr  tbe  Moore 
Smythe  Tenea  wen  omitted  from  the  Dondad  in  1786,  and  atnick  out  of 
the'VefseatolLB.'irfaflnpablUiedbyDodalqrinlTaS.*'  Pope*a  xeaaon 
for  theee  ominlons,  we  suspect,  was  sfanp^  that  be  bad  previoaslj(in  1785) 
indaded  the  lines  in  the  Characten  of  Women  or  Moral  Easaya,  Ep.iL  He 
conld  not  weU  oontinne  them  in  both  poems.  Smvtbe,  we  may  tapptmtf 
had  seen  the  lines  in  the  bands  of  bis  frimds,  the  lusa  Blonnts.  He  asked 
leaTB  of  Pq)e  to  put  them  into  bis  comedy;  consent  was  given,  bat  after- 
wards withdrawn;  yet  Smythe  indoded  them  in  bis  oondmnned  pli^,  and 
tl^y  appeared  In  it  wiien  printed.  lintot  bad  given  a  bnndred  goineaa  for 
the  p1a.y,  and  Smythe  had  dedicated  it  to  Wa^e.  Pope  was  now  fai  bic^ 
wralh,  and  being  then  engaged  in  preparing  the  IDsoeUany,  he  vindicated 
bis  right  to  the  appropriated  lines  by  hitrodadng  them  into  tbe  Yerses  to 
Mtl  M.  B.,  thon^  be  may  have  intended  them  for  bis  Epistle  on  Women, 
addressed  to  "A  Lady '*—ie.  Maltha  Blonnt,  to  which  be  afterwards  trana- 
ftrred  them.  Some  of  the  Unea  addressed  to  Erimui  (Judith  Gowper)  are 
alio  in  this  Epistle,  and  were  written  as  eaify  u  1728.  These,  ahmg  with 
the  Moore  Smythe  lines,  may  have  been  seen  by  Bethel,  Ac.,  thoogh  not  in 
the  Birthday  Y  erses,  and  Pope  does  not  say  in  what  poem  tfa^  were  aeen. 
This  is  periuq^  tbe  only  way  in  which  Pope's  plot  can  be  vindioited  or  pal- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SMYTHI'S  ''SXYAL  H0DS8."  249 

deliver  scraps  of  Terse.  In  Adb  II.  Sagely  (performed  by 
Mills)  says : 

"Oonel  May  theoomman  oonneof  jUts  light  oa  yon,  thab  not  one 
of  your  follies  may  end  till  it  gire  birth  to  a  worae. 

^TU  ihmi  ihai  wmiff  GoqmMu  reisanb^  &e. 

The  lines  are  not  distingmsbed  by  inyerted  commas,  but  are 
printed  in  italioi.  OU:^  yerses,  sprinkled  thronghout  the 
^jf  are  given  in  the  same  manner;  and  it  is  important  to 
nonce  that  in  the  yery  next  page  to  that  in  which  the  pla- 
giarised lines  appear,  two  from  Pope's  long-published  and 
popular  IBtUKf  on  Criticism  are  quoted  or  appropriated  thus, 
and  printed  like  the  others: 

""BO,   Kaj,  fly  to  altaziytluram  talk  70a  dead. 
if«flL  For  Ibols  nuih  !n  wbae  angeb  fttf  to  tread." 

It  is  difficult  to  recondle  this  &ct  with  Pope's  warning  to 
Smythe  and  Smythe's  entreaty;  for  it  is  obvious  that  tbe 
miserable  dramatist  did  not  tbink  it  necessary  that  his  tag 
verses  sbonld  be  supposed  to  be  written  for  the  play. 

The  masked  battei^against  Moore  Smytiie  was  opened,  as 
wehaye  seen,in  the  jDo^y  Journal  of  March  18, 1728.  He 
made  no  renly,  but  in  the  same  journal  of  April  6  there  ap- 
peared an  eSmt  at  satire  from  his  pen,  which,  harmless  as  it 
as,  Pope  includes  in  his  catalogue  of  the  writings  which  pro- 
yoked  the  Dundad : 

NoHce  %$  hereby  ffi9en  io  all  Loven  qfJri,  and  Ingemmiy^ 

Teat  the  following  Collection  of  such  nnoonunon  Cariosities  as 
never  were  yet  exhibited  in  any  pnUiok  Aucnov,  bcdongmg  to  a 
noted  Person  at  TwkkenJum^  wno  had  been  long  since  aaviBed  to 
leave  off  his  Business,  may  be  viewed  there  any  day  in  the  month  of 
2^fi^  instant 

Qsi  noa  eredil  iodie,  era$  ereiat.    Ex  Auto.    T.  E. 

1.  A  Coding  Spire 
9.  Afi^edSkf  . 
8.  A  Silver  Soond  • 


4.  An  awkward  Grace 

5.  An  ambrosial  Coil 

6.  A  nectar'd  Urn.      . 


freefy  i<mck*d. 

Co^frm  the  Oreal  BUuskmore. 
karmmouily  ikeieVd. 
after  ike  maimer  ^Settle. 
miUre. 
JMorieal, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


260 


Lira  ow  POPS. 


•  atgoodoinew. 

.  DutcL 

.  FlemUL 

.  iJ^SamiikSeiool. 

.  Momewhai  iiook  iat^rekkmg, 

.  wUh  greai  SpvrU. 

.  iHum. 

.  Water  Ooloun. 


7.  AiJOTMntine  Lunga    . 

8.  A  Vfflriniliflin  Ptore     • 

9.  A  maiiT-ooloiiied  Maid 
10.  ATtipkDog    .    . 
IL  A  Bm^jin^  Spear    . 
18.  A  cnuYermg  Kiade. 
18.  A  oanoiiig  Cknk 

14.  Aaaaaeeftered  Scene 

15.  AYdyet  Plain.    . 

16.  AnOosyBed    .    . 

17.  AliqaMEoad.    . 

18.  ABranehingDeer. 

19.  AfMhei'drPate. 
Sa  ALetdoK^DeatiL  . 
2L  APenaifeSteed  . 
88.  A iringed  Wonder. 

83.  Allying Oood.    . 

84.  A  Drown  BoRor 

85.  A  Uoe  T<angniab  . 

86.  A  Self-mor'd  Tripod 


'\  These  iwosn^ic^ier. 

.  .  OM  wtieMed  OriamaL 
.  .  from  the  IkOekOtisDA. 
.    .    aflertheldft. 

'IhothverycapiioL 

^   .    t^ter  the  Blachmith  ^Anhwup. 

IfJk  Tbe  Gentieman'a  KXTBSE,  who  He'd  to  ahew  the  abofe^ 

mwitimifld  QallftBtiflfn,  hwBg  Utftlj  A^i^u^S^  kHrmi^mt^  wiH  V  pw^^ 

onlj  in  a  Monmig. 

BeCoie  aaittiiig  fhe  Hisodlaiues  we  shall  add  aome  pnv 
ticnlaifirdUxTetotliecoF^  GQiejareof 

biogn^cal  interest  as  mnstriddng  Pope's  aeotenesa  as  s 
XBan  of  Irasiness,  and  they  form  a  new  chapter  in  literaij 
bistorY.  The  original  documents  hayereoentif  been  farovffht 
to  iight^^^  and  they  serve  also  to  correct  the  statement  often 
made  tbat  Swift  abandoned  to  Pope  the  sum  obtained  tmUbe 
IMjsceDanieSy  and  that  the  sum  was  1502. 

The  agreement  between  Swift  and  Pbpe  and  Motte  the 
pubBsher  was  drawn  xxj^  and  signed  MbskUl  29, 1727.  For 
the  copyright  of  a  pieyious  Tolume  of  ICsceDanies,  Motte 
was  to  pay  50/. ;  fortiienewpieceshe  was  topay  attiierate 
of  four  pounds  for  each  printed  sheet,  or  sixteen  pages.  The 
sum  of  502.  was  to  be  ^paid  down;"  100/.  witiiintwomcntiur 
after  the  pubEcation  of  the  two  new  Tolumes;  another 
lOOZ.  within  four  months;  and  in  case  of  a  fourth  Tolume 


u  In  the  CknUonaa't 
Mr.  Badnmt  Woodman  (see 
inittcd  thflm  to  our  Inspecooo. 


The  origiimlii  are  hi  thft  jnewrion  of 
p.  S89),  and  thai  gentlflnuBi  kfaudD^  aob- 
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being  added,  tlie  rate  of  payment  was  to  be  the  same.  The 
Bom  of  501.  was  *'paid  down"  to  Pope  on  the  lOth  of  April, 
and  he  granted  a  receipt  for  the  same.  On  the  SCN^h  of  June 
he  -writes  to  Motte,  ''As  to  the  poem  which  I  will  have  to 
end  the  Yolume,  it  will  make  three  sheets  at  least,  and  I  will 
take  time  tfll  winter  to  finish  it.  It  may  then  be  pnbliBbed, 
singly  firsts  if  proper.  I'm  sure  it  will  be  adyantageona  so  to 
dO|l>at  say  not  a  word  of  it  to  any  man." 

Swift  left  England  in  the  automn  of  1727,  and  in  the 
Mardi  following  Pope  wrote  to  him:  **  Our  Miscellany  [tiie 
third  Tolume]  is  now  quite  printed.  I  am  prodigiously 
^eased  with  this  joint  volume,  in  which  methinks  we  look 
nke  friends  side  by  side,  serious  and  merry  by  turns,  con- 
yersin^  interduuigeably,  and  walking  down,  hand  in.  himd,  to 
posterity — not  in  the  stiff  forms  of  learned  authors,  flattor- 
mg  each  other,  and  setting  the  rest  of  mankind  at  nought, 
but  in  a  bee^  unimportant,  natural,  easy  manner,  diyertinff 
othera  just  a»  we  curerted  ourselyes.'^  The  public  loo]^ 
with  lees  oomplaoency  on  the  joint  yolumes,  and  on  the  au- 
thors of  this  ^*  chaos  of  odd  scraps,"  as  Jonathan  Smedley 
C^the  other  Jonathan")  sirled  the  compilation.  The  sale 
was  at  first  slow,  and  the  publisher,  as  was  his  wont,  solicited 
a  longer  term  of  credit.  The  first  instalment  of  1002.  was 
due  in  May,  but  Pope  granted  further  time,  and  in  June  ac- 
cepted a  promissory  note  for  501.,  and  another  note  for  502. 
payable  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot.  As  the  winter  approached.  Pope 
got  anziouafor  a  settlement: 

**KoT.the9tlL 

''Mb.  Moixb, — This  is  to  acquaint  yon,  in  order  that  Imay  not  be 
disappointed  a  third  time  in  the  mamier  I  last  was,  that  at  the  time 
you  aeBired,  I  will  draw  a  bill  of  85/.  on  you,  namely  the  16th  of  this, 
mstanty  wmch  I  promised  the  payxnent  o^  as  of  the  remainder,  the 
begimuii|[  of  next  month..  I  f omia  it  yery  troublesome  to  bonow  it 
the  monunff  you  left  me,  and  I  must  acquaint  you  that,  ttyinff  to  pro- 
eoie  it  of  I>r.  Arbidihno^  he  told  me  (what  had  I  known  before  I 
shonldWebeen  more  y«ced)  that  his  lamHy  were  made  to  wait  for 
the  payment  of  his  601.  six  or  seven  times  after  he  was  at  Bath.  I 
am  ashamed  of  it 

''As  I  would  do  axqrthiBg  m  reason  to  make  yon  easy>  this  wasiU 
done  of  you.  The  Pom  does  not  come  to  Xbgland  this  winter,^  as  I 
was  made  to  hope.    As  to  what  I  promised  you  of  the  Misodbmies  I 
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will  kero  mj  word  as  you  do  with  me,  since  it  presapposed  your  ob- 
serving ue  conditions.  It  will  be  neoessaiy  to  give  Mr.  Gaj  a  note 
for  tbe  remainder  due.  and  what  patience  he  pleases  he  may  !»▼&  bat 
since  wImX  I  heard  of  Dr.  Azbatnnot  I  wiU  take  it  upon  myself  no 
fnr&er.    I  am  your  sincere  well-wisher  and  servant,— A.  Pofb." 

It  would  seem  as  if  the  publiBher,  before  finally  settling 
the  dainiB  upon  him,  wished  to  ohtain  possession  cf  the  pro- 
mised new  poem,  that  was  to  make  at  least  three  sheets,  and 
mijght  be  aaTantaeeouslT  printed  in  a  separate  fomL  Bat 
thuPope,  who  had  anotoer  object  in  yiew,  resisted.  ''When 
you  have  paid  the  1001.^  either  to  Mr.  Gkty  or  me,"  he  writes 
to  Motte,  Jannaiy  14ith,  1728-9, ''  or  given  him  or  me  a  note 
for  it^  for  yalue  recdyed— as  then  the  agreement  for  the 
former  yolumes  will  be  made  eood — ^I  will  give  you  a  ftill 
jUscharge,  and  give  you  a  iitie  to  the  other  yolume  for 
26h,  to  which  you  will  haye  liberty,  on  my  word,  to  add  the 
poem."  In  these  negotiations  respecting;  the  ^  copy  money" 
Swiffs  name  has  not  appeared  since  he  signed  the  agreement ; 
but,  ontlie  8th  of  Marcn,  Pope  writes  to  Hotte  tbett  he  had 
reoeiyed  a  letter  from  the  Dean,  desiring  that  Motte  shoidd 
send  the  balance  of  his  account  to  the  widow  Hyde,  in 
Dublin, ''  and  she  will  pay  it^"  he  adds,  '^  as  to  our  account." 
Mr.  John  Hyde  was  a  respectable  bookseller  in  DubUn, 
mentioned  in  Swift's  correspondence.  He  died  in  1729,  in 
Motto's  debt ;  and  it  was  no  doubt  to  relieye  the  widow  that 
Swift  made  tlusbeneyolent  request.  He  intended  to  nresent 
her  with  his  share  of  the  copyright  of  the  Misc^lanies. 
Pope  then  apologised  to  Motte  for  haying  spoken  "  a  pas- 
sionate word  or  two"  to  him : 

''I  tiionght  myself  yery  ill  nsed  in  your  complaining  of  me  to  Mr. 
Lewu^  and  1  was  also  proyoked  at  Aiming  from  him,  some  time  be- 
fore, how  you  had  been  as  backward  with  the  Dean's  note. . . .  lliere 
conld  be  no  shadow  of  anexooseon  any  pretence  of  ikathooii^9  not 
sellxQg  [GnlHyer's  Travels],  which  had  so  extraordinaiy  amn;  I  de- 
sir^  thraefor^  that  yon  will  tell  me  by  a  Ibe  ithea,  I  may  draw  npon 
you  for  the  rest  of  the  fifty  (35 A),  and  entreat  yon  to  put  me  no  more 
oat  cf  coontenance  with  Mr.  Guy,  but  that  yonll  said  me  anote  of 
60^  payable  to  him  on  demand.  Upon  whion  I  will  finish  oar  whole 
acooants^  and  obsenre  panctaaOy  what  I  promised  you  after,  ^Hiiofa, 
till  then,  you  haye  no  nght  to  claim,  as  it  is  noway  doe,  bat  an  act 
offreei^wilL'' 
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It  ifl  dear  that  Tape  did  not  intend  to  give  Motte  the  new 
poem.  About  a  fortnight  afterwards  he  wrote  a^[ain,xe^^ 
mg  the  tardy  puUiBher  of  Gkiy's  daim,  and  desiring  him,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  paj  lOL  **  to  the  bearer."  The  aooonnt 
was  finallj  dosed  on  the  1st  of  Jnlj,  1729.  Pope  allowed 
an  abatement  of  262.,  and  signed,  conjointlj  with  Hotte,  on 
behalf  of  himsdf  and  Swift,  a  disdiarge  of  all  daims  for  the 
three  Yolnmes  of  Miscdianies.  The  copyright  was  to  last  for 
fonrteen  years,  witha  promise  of  its  being  renewed  for  other 
fourteen  jrears  on  payment  of  fiye  shilling ;  and  Motte,  in 
consideraaon  of  the  abatement  of  25/.,  relmqnished  all  daim 
he  mig^t  hare  by  Tirtne  of  the  aj^ment  to  tiie  fourth 
Tolume  of  Miscdianies  therein  mennoned. 

The  copyright  of  the  work  thus  realised  a  sum  of  225/.,  of 
whidi  ArDutmiot  and  Gh&y  appear  to  hare  receiyed  502.  eadi. 
Swift  was  the  largest  and  most  yaluable  contributor;  but 
Pope's  perseyerinff  attention,  and  sharp  practice  as  nego- 
tiator, may  haye  puused  him  on  a  parity  with  the  Dean  as  to 
pecuniary  riffht.  In  writing  to  Polteney  some  ;^ears  after- ' 
ynurds  (i785;.  Swift  said  he  nad  neyer  got  a  fiurthmg  by  any- 
thing he  Imd  written,  except  once,  about  eiffht  years  before, 
and  that  was  by  the  prudent  management  of  Mr.  Pope.  This 
dedaraticm  must  refer  to  Gkdliyer's  Trayds,  for  whicn  Lewis, 
as  ne^tiator,  had  recdyed  200/.    Another  ydume  of  Mis- 


Pope's  Yolume  Swift  gaye  his  consent^ 
share  in  its  arrangement  and  the  whole  benefit  of  the  copy- 
right, sdd  to  Motte  and  GKlUyer,  seems  to  haye  been  enjoyed 
by  the  poet.  In  a  letter  written  to  Motte  in  1782,  Swift 
says,  ^1  can  assure  you,  I  had  no  adyantage  by  any  one  of 
the  four  yolumes,  as  I  once  hinted  to  you,  and  aesire  it  may 
be  a  secret  dways."  And  a  secret  it  remained,  at  least  ix> 
the  public,  for  more  than  a  century. 
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rrtTAPTPTR.  YIL 
[1728—1780.] 

1S0B  TMfHHAI^  AXD  OBUSHBCBKEP  .y^^^jgiiAT^ 


THiinyBfeeriofiiBpoem  wiih  which  PopetantaliaeS  ihe  jrdb- 
liflher  t)f  tiie  MifloellaiiieB  mm  unqneihonably  tlie  Dnnoad. 
&e  had  broken  off  from  Motive,  a  diffbrent  pobliBher  was 
flidected,  and  the  work  was  ^en  to  the  world  wi&oot  the 
name  of  the  anther.  In  tbs  instancy  as  in  tiie  case  of  the 
Bape  of  the  Lodi  Pope  sent  forth  at  first  an  imperfect  or 
meagre  sketch  of  his  plan.  The  name  originallT  med  iqpon 
was^'DiOnesSy"  «r  *^ The  Fro^gpress  of  Dul^mr  and,  nnder 
the  former  of  these  titles,  it  is  mentioned  in  tiie  correspcm- 
dence  hj  Bolinghroke  and  Swift,  to  whom  Pope  had  submitted 
porKons  of  tiie  wrnrk  as  it  proceeded.  G?o  Swift  he  asidpinB 
paramonnt  influence  in  the  completion  of  tiie  satire.  Wnh- 
ont  him,  he  says,  it  certainly  had  nerer  been;  and^the  first 
sketch  €i  Ito  poem  was  sniped  from  tiie  fire  by  Dr.  Swift, 
who  persmidea  his  finend  to  proceed  in  ii^  and  to  him  it  was 
thenaore  -inscribed."  There  are  indications,  howerer,  of  the 
poem  haying  been  contemplated  or  b^on  some  years  before 
the  date  of  Swift's  Tisit  to  Engbmd.  3%e  action  of  the  poem 
in  1720,  when  Sir  George  Thorold  was  Mayor,  and  the  in- 
trodnction  of  Motteuz,  (%ntli?re,  Gildon,  and  other  somi  and 
daughters  of  Dulness  long  dead  (Gildon  is  eqoined  to  em- 
brace Deunis),  seem  to  point  to  a  period  anterior  to  1727. 
In  1721  Pone  had  struck  up  a  sort  of  treaty  of  amity  with 
Dennis.    Tnere  had  been  no  fresh  proYocation  to  hosfilities. 
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ifot  tbere  were^  probably,  some  old,  uiq)rinted  materiala  in 
rime,  and  Pope  was  always  reluctant  to  loae  a  ain^  verse. 
Xhe  JWigmeBt  of  a  Satire,  indudinff  &b  Addison  ImeSy  may 
lu«rel>e6npftrtoftiiiB  original  sket^  shown  to  Swift^andylnr 
bis  adriee  and  assistanoe,  the  poem  was  greatly  eztendeo, 
drrersxfied  with  new  incidents  tad  duiracters,  and  enriched 
with  piolegomena  and  notes.  Tet  Swift  sepnesentB  himself 
as  oitj  apa8ai?e  ipectator  of  the  anxions  labours  of  the  poet. 
In  thatfne  oopy  of  verses  addressed  to  Pone  while  he  was 
writing  the  Bnnoiady  Swift  has  drawn  a  life-like  nictnre  ^ 
«  scene  which  snost  often  hare  occurred  in  thetsmall  study  at 
gSwnhkenham ; 

•«Pim  hai  the  talflDt  wen  to  fpMl^ 
Bnt  not  to  cetch  tlia  Bir ; 
His  londflst  ydoe  is  low  and  weak, 
The  Dean  too  deaf  to  liear. 

'( AwbSle  they  on  each  oOier  lool^ 
Then  dURsrant  stndiea  chooae; 
The  Bean  dta  plodding  on  a  iKMlk ; 
Fope  walks  and  oonrts  the  Mnse. 

"ITow  haoki  of  letten,  thoo^  derign'd 
JPor  those  who  more  will  need  '-em, 
Jbe  fiU'd  with  hints  and  intsrihied, 
mnsdf  can  hardl7  zead  *em. 

"  Aoh  atom  hy  seme  other  stmclE, 

An  toiDS  and  motions  triei| 
Tin  In  alomp  together  stock, 
Beheld  a  poem  xisel 

<<  Tet  to  the  Dean  his  share  aUot, 

He  claims  it  hy  a  canon ; 
^That  withont  which  a  tiling  is  not, 

Is  odwsa  MNe  gtid  non,' 

"Thus  Pope  in  vain  yon  boast  your  wit, 
For  had  our  deaf  divine 
Been  for  your  oonyersaition  nt| 
Ton  had  not  wiit  a  Una. 

''Of  pielala  thvs  for  preaching  fimed, 
^^e  sexton  reason'-d  wcO, 
And  Justly  luOf  the  merit  daim^d, 
Beeanse  he  Tang  tiie  beH/* 
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Swift  did  more  fhan  xinff  the  bdl,  and  he  looked  for  his 
reward.  He  was  jealooa  of  the  position  he  ooonpied  among 
hiafijendfl;  hewaacoyetonaofi^raiaefirammenwnosepraiBe 
was  honour'— in  his  latter  years  it  degenerated  into  a  lore  of 
flattery— and,  in  particular,  he  pnt  a  high  Talne  on  the  eeti* 
mation  of  Foj^.  Before  he  left  Soffland  he  probably  knew 
that  the  Donoiad  was  to  be  inscribed  to  him  in  the  langoa^ 
ofwarmpane^iyrio;  he  had  contributed  notes  to  the  work^m 
conjunction  with  ibrbuthnot  and  otherSi  and  he  looked  with 
impatience  for  the  appearance  of  a  volume  in  which  he  had  so 
miM»rial  a  share  ana  interest.  Great^  therefore,  waa  his  dis- 
appointment on  learning,  indirectly,  that  tiie  poet  had  de- 
purted  firom  his  original  plan,  and  that  the  poem  was  to  be 
published  divested  of  the  inscription  or  dedication  to  himself 
and  of  the  commentary  in  which  he  had  assisted.  Bi9  wrote 
to  Pope :  ^The  Doctor  (Delaney)  has  told  me  your  secret 
about  the  Dundad,  which  does  not  please  me,  because  it 


*  TIm  Dmielad,  an  H«rolo  Poon,  in  Three  Booki.  DabUn  printed:  Lon- 
doQiwrintedfor  A.Dodd,17S8,  ISmow  It  was  ngiitared  at  StetknMi^ 
Han,  ICay  80,  bj  Jamea  BetteaJiam,  A  printer.  To  tiie  Tobmie  waa  pre- 
Hzed  a  fkmitis^eee  inweeentlng  an  owl  (with  a  labal  from  the  beak,  in* 
aeribed  The  Duhgud)  perched  on  a  pile  of  bodo^  marind  **P  and  K 
Aithvz^  (Blaolonore'a  epio  poena  of  Frinoe  Aitinnv  1695,  and  King 
Arthni;  1697);  Shaken  Beetor'd;  Dennie'a  Worls;  Keweaatle;  dbbei^a 
Playa.*^  Thia  tet  edition  of  the  Dnnciad  ia  adrertiaed  in  the  Dn^  Poet 
of  Maj  18.  On  Maj  87  a  <iiiotatkni  from  Hilton  waa  added  to  the 
adTOEtiaemeot : 

**He,uattheid 
Of  goata  and  timonua  floeki  togetlier  thronged, 
DtoVe  them  before  liim  thmidentnick,  punned 
Into  the  Tast  al^Tfa." 

Onthe89th]CajrwaaadTerti8ed  *<  A  Complete  Kqr  to  the  Dnneiad;  with 
a  diaraoter  of  i&.  Pope  and  hia  proHuie  wri^Dgi,  by  8k  Bidiaid  Blaolc- 
more,  Kni|^  KJ).**  Printed  for  A.  Dodd,  and  aold  liy  S.  CmO.  Thia 
Kqr,  foDowing  ao  eloae  on  the  pnbUcatioii  of  the  poem,  and  printed  for  the 
aame  pabliaher,  Dodd,  waa  moat  likelj  the  woric  of  Pope  Idmaeli:  The 
oommanta  are  explanatofy,  not  depredatoiy,  and  the  nie  of  the  name  of 
Blackmore  ia  oharacteriatio.  AU  the  dreomatancea  oonneoted  with  the 
pnblioationoftheDmudadhaTebeenablTandftilhrcliifiidatedia  **Kotee 
and  Qoflriea"  for  1854. 
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(indudiog  a  reprint  br  Faulkner  of  Dublin)  were  issued,  in 
this  imperfect  form,  during  the  year  1728.    In  the  preface. 
Pope  had  said  (speakine  in  the  character  of  his  pumisher), 
**  If  it  proToke  ioxe  author  to  give  us  a  more  perfect  edition, 
I  biTO  mj  end  ;*'  and  the  perfect  edition  was,  of  course,  soon 
reader.  On  June  28th,  the  jK>et  writes  to  Swift :  "The  Dun- 
ciad  is  going  to  be  printed,  in  all  pomp,  with  the  inscription 
(the  lines  to  Swift)  which  makes  me  proudest :  it  wul  be 
attended  with  proeme,  prolegomena,  tesfcimonia  scriptorum, 
index  authorum,  and  notes  variorum.*'    Next  montn  Swifb 
replied, ''  I  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  quarto  edi- 
tion is  to  come  out  anonjmoushr,  as  published  by  the  com- 
mentator, with  all  the  pomp  of  prefaces,  Ac.,  and  among 
many  complaints  of  spurious  editions  f '*    Exactly  as  here 
indicated,  in  April,  1729,  appeared  the  enlarged  Dunciad, 
with  the  prolegomena  of  Scriblerus  and  notes  variorum,  and 
the  preface  said  to  have  been  prefixed  to  the  five  first  imperfect 
editions,  printed  at  DubUn  and  London.    This  array  of  mul- 
tiplied ecutions — Irish  and  English,  octavo  and  duodecimo-^ 
was  a  shadowy  progeny  created  by  the  poet ;  and,  indeed,  the 
&;ment  of  an  original  Dublin  edition  was  disproved  by 
Faulkner's  title-page,  on  which  were  the  words,  "  London 
printed :  Dublin  reprinted."  The  work,  in  its  enlarged  form, 
appears  to  have  been  soon  pirated  in  London.    In  June, 
1729,  Arbuthnot  writes  that  Pope  had  ffot  an  injunction  in 
Chancery  to  suppress  the  piracy,  but  that  it  was  dissolved 
again,  as  the  prmter  could  not  prove  any  property,  and  the 
author  did  not  appear.    Such  a  result  was  obvious,  and  must 
have  been  foreseen  by  Pope.    His  object  in  resorting  to  the 
Oourt  of  Ohancery  was,  no  doubt,  to  increase  the  public  in- 
terest in  the  work,  and  to  add  to  i1»  notoriety.    Had  he  been 
in  earnest,  he  would  have  put  forward  Beckenham,  the 
printer,  in  whose  name  the  fint  edition  of  the  Dunciad  had 
been  entered  at  Stationers'  Hall,  and  who  had  thus,  nomi- 
nally at  least,  le^  power  to  restrain  the  pirates.    When  the 
object  of  immediate  publicity  had  been  attained,  Pope  vindi- 
cated his  right  to  the  copyright  of  the  satire.    In  ifovember 
he  assigned  over  ^*  The  Dundad,  an  Heroic  Poem,"  to  the 
Earls  of  Burlington  and  Oxford,  and  Lord  Bathurst,  and 
these  in  turn  tnmsferred  the  work,  **  with  the  sole  right  and 
liberty  of  printing  the  same,"  to  Pope's  publisher,  Lawton 
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Gilliyer.  Bj  this  transaction  the  poet  concealed  bis  name, 
yet  protected  his  property.  His  claim  to  be  considered  the 
author  was  sufficiently  set  forth  in  the  work ;  but  tbe  coyert 
assinunent  to  his  noble  friends,  with  the  statement  in  the 
pretatorjr  adyertisement  that  the  commentary  was  the  work 
of  seyeral  hands,  and  that  the  part  of  Scriblerus  must  be  well 
enough  known,  left  him  great^  liberty  to  indulge  in  egotism, 
to  prefer  accusations,  and  to  parry  any  assaults  that  the 
satire  mi^ht  happen  to  proyoke.  Perhaps  this  is  the  only 
instance  m  our  literary  annals  of  three  noolemen  standing  as 
bottle-holders  (to  use  a  sporting  phrase)  to  a  poet.* 

The  condescension  of  the  three  noblemen  was  paralleled  by 
that  of  another  Mend  of  the  poet,  whom  we  now  hear  offer  the 
first  time.  To  the  enlarged  edition  of  the  Dunciad  was  pre- 
fixed a  Letter  to  the  Publisher,  dated  from  St.  James's,  and 
signed  William  Oleland.  The  letter  is  an  elaborate  yindica- 
tion  of  the  satire,  and  a  censure  of  the  dunces,  combined  with 
Unqualified  praise  of  the  moral  character,  the  literary  aims, 
and  genius  of  Pope.  But  no  one,  as  Warburton  asserts,  and 
as  is  abundantly  proyed  from  the  contemporary  prints,  be- 
lieyed  that  Oleland  was  the  author  of  the  letter.  Pope's 
character  for  artifice  was  now  so  firmly  estabUshed  that  all 
defences  or  appearances  of  this  kind  were  belieyed  to  emanate 
from  himself.  Dennis  professed  not  to  know  whether  such 
a  ''  worthy  person"  as  William  Oleland  was  in  existence ;  by 
another  pamphleteer  he  was  set  down  as  a  '' counterfeit 
finend ;"  oy  a  third  he  was  designated  as  ''  Pope  Alexander's 
man  William ;"  and  by  a  fourth,  who  seems  to  haye  heard 
something  of  Oleland,  he  is  staled  ''  Major  Sputter,  a  Scotch 
spy,  whonad  trayelled  in  Spam  and  Italy,  and  gathered  in- 
telligence, true  or  false,  for  Ministers  and  others  at  home." 

s  In  the  regifteiB  of  the  Statioofln*  CotniMuiij  If  thefbUowiiig  entij,  flitt 
publiBhed  hv  the  editor  of  "  Kotes  end  Qaeiiee  :**— "  Not.  81, 1729.  The 
author  of  A  book  entitled  The  Dtmciad,  em  Eeroiok  Poem,  hath,  bj  writing 
under  his  hand  and  aeal,  aaiigned  nnto  the  Bight  Hon.  Biehaid  Bad  ^ 
Burlington  and  Cork,  the  Btght  Hon.  Edward  Bari  of  Oxford  and  Bad 
Mortinier,  and  the  B^ght  Hon.  Allen  Lord  Bathnrst,  theb  ezecntors,  ftc, 
the  laid  poem  and  the  oopj  thereof.  And  the  eaid  Barl  of  Burlington, 
Earl  of  Oxford,  and  Lord  Bathnnt,  bj  writing  under  their  handa  and  seals, 
haTe  asrigned  unto  Lawton  GiUlrer,  his  executors,  &c.,  the  said  book  and 
copy  of  the  sole  right  and  libert/  of  printing  the  same,  and  also  the  Prolfr- 
gomeoa  of  ScriUems.  (Signed;        **  Lawtoh  Qnxiyss." 
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In  reality,  the  poef  a  friend  and  sliield-bearer  was  a  gentle- 
man who  had  aerved  in  the  army,  haying,  as  Pope  afterwards 
said,  held  the  rank  of  Major,  and  been  under  Lord  Biyera  in 
Spain.  He  retired  from  the  army  after  the  peace,  and  (ap- 
parently on  the  accession  of  Gborge  I.)  obtained  employment 
in  the  civil  service,  first  as  a  Gommissioner  of  Oostoms  in 
Scotland,  and,  subsequent  to  1723,  as  a  Ck)mmissioner  for  the 
Luid-taz  and  House-dut;^  in  Sndand.  He  had  an  official 
income  of  5002.  a  year,  Uved  in  St.  James's-place,  and  asso- 
ciated with  the  Scotch  Torv  peers,  Stair,  Marchmont,  &c., 
and  was  known  to  most  of  rope's  friends.  In  1788  he  was 
one  of  the  persons  in  London  to  whom  the  proceedings  of 
the  Scotch  peers,  who  met  at  Edinburgh  in  that  year,  were 
directed  to  do  communicated.  He  was  thus  a  man  of  some 
rank,  and,  according  to  Pope,  he  was  also  a  man  of  '*  uni- 
yersal  learning  and  enlarged  conyersation."  How  he  sub- 
mitted to  such  humiliation  as  that  of  lending  lus  name  to 
Pope  whenever  he  wanted  it  is  not  easily  accounted  for.  He 
was,  we  suspect,  a  careless,  irresolute  man,  fond  of  display, 
and  probably  under  personal  obligations  to  Pope.  He  may 
also  naye  had  some  snare  in  the  letters  which  bear  his  name. 
We  may  suppose  that  the  explanatory  statements,  the  tone 
of  sentiment,  and  line  of  defence,  were  written  out  by  Pope. 
His  complaisant  friend,  knowing  how  tremblingly  aliye  me 
poet  was  to  all  that  concemea  his  reputation,  and  over- 
powered by  his  importunities,  would  then  take  up  the  sub- 
ject, add  at  least  part  of  the  paneg^c,  and  cast  the  whole  in 
a  somewhat  freer  and  less  author-like  style.  Such  seems  to 
be  a  reasonable  conjecture  as  to  the  actual  state  of  the  case 
between  poet  and  commentator.  They  had  the  same  feeling 
and  tasted  as  to  literature,  politics,  and  priyate  society.  So 
late  as  1789,  when  Clelana  was  in  his  sixty-sixth  year,  we 
find  Pope  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  him  of 
six  pages,  and,  at  Cleland's  intercession,  Pope  set  to  the 
study  of  Don  Qaixote — ^most  likely  in  Jervas's  translation. 

It  is  dear,  however,  that  though  Cleland  had,  by  his  sub- 
serviency, earned  the  poef  s  gratitude,  he  had  fiuled  to  win 
his  respect.  In  mentioning  i£e  letter  of  fSx  pages,  to  which 
we  haye  alluded.  Pope  writes  to  Lord  Polwarth,  that  he 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  Cleluid's  letter,  thae  he  ndgU  he 
honut  even  to  farthingt.    The  name  of  Oleland  nowhere 
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appears  in  the  Pope  and  Swift  correspondence,  or  in  the 
conyersations  recorded  b^  Spenoe.  His  wife  seems  to  have 
been  acquainted  with  Swift,  Ladj  Worslej,  Miss  Eell;^,  Ac. ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  Maior  owed  his  social  position,  in 
some  measure,  to  Mrs.  Oleland's  influence  and  connexions.' 

Sir  Walter  Scott  has  stated,  in  his  edition  of  Swift,  that 
Pope's  friend  was  the  son  of  Colonel  Gleland,  the  joung 
Cameronian  chief,  who  wrote  a  Hudibrastic  satire  on  the 
Jacobite  army,  known  as  the  '*  Highland  Host,"  of  1678,  and 
who  was  kUled  at  Dunkeld  in  1689.  Anj  man  might  be 
proud  of  such  a  descent,  for  no  cavalier  trained  to  arms  and 
chiyalrj  could  haye  displayed  greater  gallanlOT  or  truer 
heroism  than  this  young  Coyenanting  lei^er.  He  was  sud- 
denly surrounded  by  a  force  of  four  thousand  men — ^the  same 
force  that  Dundee  led  to  yictory.  His  own  followers  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  eight  hundred;  but,  animated  by  his 
exhortations  and  example,  they  resolved  to  fi^ye  battle,  and 
succeeded  in  driying  the  Highland  army  berore  them,  after 
the  latter  had  lost  about  three  hundred  men.  As  Cleland 
was  addressing  his  troops  he  was  shot  in  the  head,  and  when 
retiring  to  conceal  the  fatal  accident,  he  &I1  and  expired. 
He  was  then  only  in  his  twenty-eighth  or  tweniy-ninth  year.^ 

*  She  waa,  we  beUeve,  reUted  to  the  Fzoby  fkmUy,  meatloiied  in  SiriftV 
letters,  and  now  represented  by  Lord  Caiysfort  Pope  presented  a  portnit 
of  himself  by  Jenras,  a  three-quarters  length,  and  a  copy  of  the  quarto 
Homer,  to  'kb.  Cleland,  the  latter  inscribed  in  the  poet*s  neat  oomplimentaiy 
style:  "Mr.  Cleland,  who  reads  all  other  books,  wiU  please  read  tUsfhnn  his 
afiectionate  firfend,  A.  Pops.**  The  book  and  picture  are  stiU  at  Elton  Hall, 
Hontingdonshire. 

*  In  the  posthumous  collection  of  Cleland*s  Poems,  1697,  the  first  piece 
is  an  addition  to  the  lines,  "  Hollo,  my  Fancy,**  stated  to  be  written  by  him 
in  the  last  year  he  was  at  the  CoUege,  not  then  ftdly  ei^teen  yean  cf  age. 
The  records  of  th^  Uniyersity  of  Edinburgh  (which  Mr.  David  Laing,  with 
his  usual  courtesy,  has  examined  to  setUe  this  pdnt)  show  that  Cleland 
matriculated  in  April,  1676,  and  took  bis  Mastec^s  degree,  **  prlyatim,**  in 
January,  1681.  CHher  instances  occur  of  the  degree  being  pfivately  granted, 
by  which  the  parties  avoided  taking  the  usual  oaths.  Cleland*8  college 
studies  may,  howevei^  have  been  interrupted.  If  he  was  fifteen  when  he 
entered  CoU^  (and  this  was  then  about  tiie  usual  age),  he  must  have  been 
bom  in  166L  His  namesake,  Pope*s  friend,  was  bom  in  1678.  There  were 
several  families  of  his  name  in  his  native  county  crif  Lanark ;  but  we  con- 
odve  the  ftiture  miiw  to  have  been  the  student  William  Cleland,  enrdled 
in  the  fourth  class  of  Glasgow  Coll^  in  March,  1687.  Pope  says  he  stn- 
died  at  Utrecht 
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This  braye  officer  and  deyer  satirical  poet  could  not  have 
been  tbe  father  of  Pope's  Mend,  for  he  was  only  twelye  or 
thirteen  yean  of  age  when  Major  Oleland  was  bom.  The 
latter  was  therepresentatiye  of  an  old  Scotch  family,  Cleland 
"  of  that  ilk,"  distinguished  for  its  seryices  and  alliances  from 
the  time  of  Wallace  and  Bruce.  William  Oleland's  mat- 
grand&ther  sold  the  lands  of  Cleland ;  the  house  dedined, 
and  William,  though  well  connected  and  educated,  and,  pro- 
bably, proud  that  he  was  entitled  to  ''  carry  the  principal 
arms  of  his  £Eimily  as  a  tessera  of  his  blood  and  primogeni- 
ture*' (Nisbet's  Heraldry,  1722),  was,  like  many  of  his 
countr^en  of  gentle  birth  but  small  fortune,  sent  into  the 
army. 

Imring  his  early  London  life,  Cleland  is  said  to  haye  been 
the  prototype  of  will  Honeycomb.  The  tradition  rests  on 
no  good  auuiority ;  and  if  it  had  any  foundation,  Steele  must 
haye  altered  some  traits  of  character,  and  added  at  least 
twenty  years  to  the  age  of  the  old  beau  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  ridicule  stronger.  Cleland  was  only  in  his  thirty- 
eighth  year  when  the  Spectator  Club  was  drawn.  ^  He  was 
married;  and  instead  of  despising  scholars,  bookish  men, 
and  philosophers,  he  was  prjBcisely  one  of  this  class  himself. 
The  prototype  of  Will  (though  it  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  the  character  was  drawn  from  any  particular  person) 
is  always  said  to  haye  been  a  Colonel  Cleland.  Military 
titles  were  then  yery  carelessly  applied;  and  if  Trooper 
Steele  could  be  uniyersally  known  as  "Captain,"  no  one 
would  haye  been  surprised  to  find  a  gentleman  who  had  been 
in  the  army  sometimes  cidled  Major,  and  sometimes  Colonel. 
There  was,  howeyer,  a  Colonel  Cldand  contemporary  with 
the  Major,  whom  Swift  met  in  society  in  1718,  and  who  was 
anxious  to  be  appointed  Goyemor  of  Barbadoes.  He  wrote 
some  tracts  on  the  State  of  the  Su^ar  Plantations.  This 
Colonel  Cleland  gaye  dinners  to  Swift,  Lord  Dupplin,  and 
the  other  Tories,  and,  after  the  Queen's  death,  ne  enter- 
tained Lady  Marlborough  and  Steele.  But  the  difference 
between  Swift's  Cleland  and  Will  Honeycomb  is  essential. 
Swift*  describes  his  colonel  as  the  keenest  of  all  place-hunters, 
aa laying  " long  traps"  to  engage  interest,  and  as  ''a  true 
Scotchman;"  and  we  know  that  by  a  true  Scotchman  Swift 
meant  eyerything  that  is  most  cold,  crafty,  and  pertinacious 
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---eFeijtliiDj^  in  short,  that  k  imlike  Will  Honeycoxnb.  We 
mxusbf  therefore,  abandon  Swift's  Colonel  CleUmd ;  and  we  do 
BO  with  some  regret,  as  we  had  hoped  to  identify  him  as  the 
fiither  of  another  Oleland  nsnall/  oonneeted  with  Pope's 
fijend,  namely,  John  Cleland,  the  unfortunate  and  worth- 
less man  of  letters,  author  of  an  infiunous  novel,  and  an 
eztensiye  miscellaneous  writer. 

John  Gleland  is  represented  as  having  been  the  son  of 
<*  Colonel  Cleland,"  and  we  should  be  glad  to  be  able  to 
diyorce  him  from  all  connexion  with  the  retired  Major  and 
literary  Commissioner  of  the  land-tax.  The  eyidenoe  on  the 
other  side  is,  howeyer,  notwithstanding  the  erroneous  mili- 
tary designation,  strong  and  almost  condusiye.  While  John 
Cleland  was  living,  it  was  twice  asserted  in  print  tiiat  he 
was  the  son  of  Pope's  friend  and  correspondent.  Nicholsy 
who  ass^ted  titds,  was  a  diligent  collector  of  facts,  and  emi- 
nently yersed  in  the  literary  gossip  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. He  had  the  best  means  of  obtaining  information  as  to 
this  particular  point,  and  his  eyidenoe  neyer  haying  been,  so 
ftr  as  we  know,  contradicted,  must  be  received  as  decisiye. 
He  is  supported  also  by  Isaac  Seed,  edttor  of  the  Eiuopean 
Magazine  (vol.  xv.X  who  mentions  John  Cleland  as  the  son 
of  Colonel  Cleland, "  whose  name  is  to  a  letter  prefixed  to  the 
Dunciad."  Nichols  and  Seed,  apparently,  did  not  Imow  that 
there  were  two  military  Clelands,  contemporaries  in  London, 
but  they  both  knew, 'or  believed,  that  John's  father  was 
Pope's  friend.* 

*  In  the  Steele  Ckorespondenoe  published  hy  Kicholi  there  if  a  letter, 
dated  Sept.  8, 1714,  in  irhich  Steele  mentions  his  intention  of  dining  irith 
debmd.  This,  we  snspect,  iras  Swift's  Cleland;  Imt  on  the  name  Clduid 
ii  the  fbllowing  note:  **  The  friend  and  coRespondent  of  Pope,  and snppoeed 
to  he  the  Vnil  HeneTOomb  of  the  l^>eetator.  Of  his  son,  idio  is  stffl  liring^ 
aee  the  Anecdotes  of  Bowyer.''  In  the  Anecdotes  of  Bowyer  (1782),  John 
Cleland*s  father  is  stated  to  have  been  a  colonel,  and  the  friend  and  oorre- 
ipondent  of  Pope.  John  Cleland  died  in  Westminster,  Jsnnaiy  88rd,  1789, 
aged  ^gfaty.  A  memoir  of  him  appeared  in  the  Gentleman's  and  Soots 
Hagasfaies  for  Fehmaiy,  and  there  he  is  again  represented  as  the  son  of 
Colonel  Cleland,  and  the  otiginal  of  VHIl  Honejoomb;  and  it  is  mentioned 
that  A  portrait  of  the  frtther,  in  the  fimhionable  costome  of  the  begimiing  of 
the  oentoiy,  always  hnng  in  the  son's  library.  It  is  not  stated  in  ibis  me- 
moir that  Colonel  Cleland  was  the  Mend  and  covrespondent  of  Pope;  hot 
whan  Kiohols  adopted  the  memoir  in  a  note  to  his  aeoond  edition  of  his 
Anecdotes  of  Bowyer,  he  inserted  this  fkct 
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The  laat  days  of  Major  ddand  Beem  to  baye  been  un- 
happy. He  had  for  twenty  yearn,  Pope  sayB,^  shown  himself 
to  be  diligent,  punctual,  and  incorruptible  in  his  office  of 
Commissioner  of  Taxes,  and  he  had  no  other  assistance  of 
fortune ;  yet  he  was  suddenly  displaced  by  the  Minister,  and 
died  two  months  afibcnrwards.  Tms  harshness  or  injustice  on 
the  part  of  Walpole  must,  we  suppose,  be  ascribed  to  politics. 
In  May,  1741,  a  general  Parliamentary  election  took  place ; 
the  representaidon  of  Westminster  was  contested  with  extra- 
(nrdinary  keenness ;  and,  though  the  Court  candidates  were 
returned  by  a  small  majority,  toe  election  was  afterwards,  on 
petition,  declared  void,  and  the  high  bailiff  was  censured  for 
calling  in  the  military  and  arbitrarily  closing  the  poll-books. 
Cleland,  we  suspect,  would,  as  an  elector,  oe  found  on  the 
side  of  the  country  party.  He  was,  no  doubt,  known  to  be 
opposed  to  the  administiation,  and  such  an  act  of  contumacy 
in  a  goyemment  official,  at  a  time  when  Walpole  was  making 
his  last  great  strugRle  to  retain  office,  constituted  an  un- 
forgiyable  offence.  A  few  more  months  redressed  the  wrong 
of  the  Westminster  electors,  and  annihilated  the  power  <n 
the  Minister;  but,  ere  this  time  arriyed,  William  Cleland 
was  no  more.* 

An  account  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  publication 
of  the  Dunciad  was  published  in  the  name  of  Saya^e.  This 
was  prefixed  to  a  collection  of  pieces  relating  to  rae  poem, 
and  was  in  the  form  of  a  dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Middlesex. 
Both  the  unpublished  pieces  and  the  dedication  were  un« 
doubtedly  the  work  of  rope  himself.  Indeed,  he  afterwards 
claimed  and  adopted  parts  of  them  in  the  later  editions  of  his 
works.  Sayage  one  would  haye  expected  to  haye  found 
among  the  poets  of  the  Bathos  or  the  Dunciad.  His  dissi- 
pated life,  his  absurd  pride,  alternating  with  meanness,  and 

•  On  Hondaj  last  died,  after  a  short  fflnefli,  at  his  hoiue  in  St  James's- 
place,  Kijor  Cleland,  who  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  Cknnmissioners  of 
the  Land  Tax,  &c— Dot^  Pott  of  Tnesday,  Septemher  22, 1741.  Admi- 
nistration to  his  effiBCts  was  granted  to  Lncy  Cleland,  his  widow,  October  29ttt. 
The  son,  we  suppose,  was  then  abroad,  having  gone  to  Smyrna,  it  is  said,  on 
some  mercantfle  adyeotore,  and  afterwards  to  the  East  Indies.  We  find 
that  he  was  a  Westminster  scholar,  having  been  elected  in  1722,  bat  he  left 
the  same  year.  One  Henry  Cleland — probably  another  son  of  the  minor's— 
was  elected  in  1725. 
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Ilia  flattery  of  the  Song,  of  Sir  Bobert  Walpole,  and  Ladj 
Maiy  Wcnrtlej  Montagu,  would  aeem  to  have  marked  Urn 
out  peculiarly  for  caatigation.  But  Savage  liad  attached  him- 
self to  Pope,  and  furnished  him  with  small  personal  details 
for  his  satire.  Among  those  who  were  attacked  by  the  poet 
he  waa  considered  as  a  kind  of  confederate  of  Pope's,  and 
suspected,  as  Johnson  says, ''  of  supplying  him  with  priyato 
intelligence  and  secret  incidents ;  so  tnat  the  ignominy  of  an 
informer  was  added  to  the  terror  of  a  satirist."  Curll,  Theo- 
philus  Cibber,  and  others,  make  similar  statements — Savage 
was  the  active  spy  and  secret  negotiator.  In  this  dedication 
to  Lord  Middlesex  it  was  asserted  that  the  initial  letters  in 
the  treatise  on  the  Bathos  were  prefixed,  for  the  greater 
part,  at  random ;  and  that  the  newspapers  had  for  six  months 
been  filled  with  scurrilities  against  Pope  and  his  Mends, 
which  gave  birth  to  the  Dunciad.  Savage  acknowledged 
that  he  had  put  his  name  to  the  statement  mthoyt  ikiiMity: 
but,  stranger  still.  Pope  incoiporated  it  among  the  notes  to 
the  Dunciad,  dropping  Savage  s  name ;  so  that  in  one  pa^ 
we  are  told  that  the  poem  was  written  in  1726,  and  m 
another  that  it  originated  in,  and  was  given  birth  to,  by 
attacb  not  made  until  half  a  year  or  more  after  May,  1727. 
The  correspondence  published  by  the  poet  himself  also  dis- 
proved his  l)unciad  statements ;  and  it  is  dear,  that  in  alter- 
ing^ explaining,  or  mystifyine,  Pope  had  fallen  into  palpable 
blunders.  He  was  too  stately  ana  precise  in  his  moral  pre- 
tensions to  have  adopted  Prior's  witty  plea: 

"Odd*8life!  miistoiieswear  tothe  tnrthof  aaong?*' 

But  he  evidently  considered  himself  and  his  brother  wits  as 
placed  ''beyond  the  fixed  and  settled  rules*'  in  aD  such 
public  appearances. 

Savage,  or  rather  Pope,  gives  a  lively  account  of  the  ^in- 
terest excited  by  the  Dunciad,  and  tms  part  of  the  story 
Savage  said  was  true : 

" On  the  day  the  book  was  first  vended,  acrowd  of  aoihors besieged 
the  shop ;  entreaties,  advices,  threats  of  law  and  batteiy,  nay;  cries  of 
treason  were  all  employed  to  hinder  the  coming  out  of  the  Donciad. 
On  the  other  side,  tne  Doolcsellers  and  hawkers  made  as  j^reat  an  effort 
to  proooie  it.    What  could  a  few  poor  anthers  do  agamst  so  great  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CaOWD  OF  AVnOM  BBUMMO  TUB  nTBUMRM  XO  nMfBMJ  TRB  PVUMUTIOll  Or  !■•  "  DnrOUD." 

CPa>i«t64. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OHAEACTEB  OP  THS  BUKOIiOD.  265 

majority  as  the  public  P  Then  was  no  stopping  a  toirent  with  a  finger, 
so  out  it  came.  Many  ludicrous  droiunstanoes  attended  it.  The 
Bnnoes  (for  bj  this  name  they  were  called)  held  weekly  dubs  to  con- 
sult of  hostilities  against  the  author.  One  wrote  a  letter  to  a  ereat 
Minister,  Mr.  Pope  was  the  greatest  enemy  the  GoTemment  nad; 
and  anotJier  bouffht  his  image  m  day,  to  execute  him  in  effigy ;  with 
which  sad  sort  of  satisfactions  the  gentlemen  were  a  little  comforted. 
Some  false  editions  of  the  book  haTin^  an  owl  in  thdr  frontispiece; 
the  true  one,  to  distmgoish  it,  fixed  in  its  stead  an  ass  laden  with 
authors.  Then  another  surreptitious  one  being  printed  with  tiie  same 
ass,  the  new  edition  in  octaTO  retained  for  distinction  to  the  owl 
again.  Henoearoseagreat  contest  of  booksellers  against  booksdlers, 
and  advertisements  against  adyertisements ;  for  some  recommending 
the  edition  of  the  owl,  and  others  the  edition  of  the  ass,  by  which 
names  they  came  to  be  distingoishedj  to  the  great  honour  also  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Dnnciad." 

All  this  machinery  of  the  owl  and  the  ass,  of  false  and 
true  editionsi  like  the  Complete  Elej  to  the  Dundad,  was, 
of  couTBe,  part  of  the  poet's  stratagem ;  and  be  appears,  as 
Johnson  remarks,  to  have  contemplated  his  victory  over  the 
dances  with  great  exultation.  To  add  to  the  triumph,  the 
poem  had  b^  presented  to  the  Eing  and  Queen  at  St. 
James's  by  Walpole,  and  his  Majesty,  upon  nerusal  of  the 
satire,  was  pleased  to  declare,  as  Arbuthnot  relates,  that  Mr. 
Pope  was  a  very  honest  man ! 

The  Dunciad  is  the  greatest  of  Pope's  satires — ^the  greatest 
in  our  language,  with  the  exception  of  Dryden's  Absalom 
and  Achitophel.  The  Mac  Elecknoe  of  D^den  suggested 
Pope's  subject,  and  furnished  an  outline  of  his  plan,  and 
many  of  the  details ;  but  the  variety  of  incidents  and  cha* 
racters  in  the  Dunciad,  vrith  the  richness  of  its  illustrations 
(especially  the  diving  scene),  and  the  playM  ease  and 
spirited  vigour  of  its  versification,  entitle  the  poet  to  the 
honours  of  originality.  The  object  of  the  satire  (which  was 
chiefly  to  expose  authors  unworthy  of  exposure)  is  undignified, 
and  in  many  parts  is  effected  at  the  sacrifice  of  decency  and 
propriety.  Swifb  has  been  accused  of  familiarising  Pope  with 
imaffes  physically  disgusting  and  impure,  which  most  men 
instinctively  shun.  This  indelicacy,  however,  was  apparent 
before  the  acquaintance  of  the  two  wits  commenced.  It  is 
seen  in  Pope^  boyish  Unes  on  Elkanah  Settle,  and  in  subse- 
quent proouctions,  especially  his  imitations  of  Chaucer  and 
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Spenser.  But  as  Swift  was  at;  Twickenliam  when  part,  at; 
least,  of  the  Bonciad  was  composed,  and  as  the  grossness  we 
have  alluded  to  is  so  conspicuous  in  this  poem,  the  Dean's 
conversation  and  example  may  have  still  farther  yitiated  the 
taste,  and  blunted  the  perceptions  of  his  Mend :  the  second 
book  of  the  Dundad  is  greatly  disfigured,  and  in  some  parts 
rendered  absolutely  repmsive,  from  tbis  cause. 

The  main  design  of  the  poem  is  the  election  of  a  successor 
to  Settle,  in  order  that  he  may  carry  out  the  ^introduction 
of  the  lowest  diyersions  of  the  rabble  of  Smithfield  to  be  the 
entertainment  of  the  Court  and  town;  the  action  of  the 
Dundad  being  the  removal  of  the  imperial  seat  of  Dolness 
from  the  city  to  the  polite  world;  as  that  of  the  iEneid  is 
the  removal  of  the  empire  of  Trov  to  Latium."^  The  Goddess 
of  Dulness  made  choice  of  Theobald  as  her  favourite  son — a 
distinction  which  the  clodding  antiquary  owed  partly  to  his 
bad  plays  and  poems,  out  principally  to  his  haTm|;  criticised 
and  condemned  Pope's  Shakspeare.  Theobald  is  mstalled  as 
hero ;  and  the  epic  action  ot  the  poem  is  thus  correctly  de- 
scribed by  Warton:  ''  The  design  is  carried  on,  in  the  first 
book,  by  a  description  of  the  Gt>ddess  fixing  her  eye  on 
Tibbald  (or  Theobald):  who,  on  the  evening  of  a  Lord 
Mayor's  Day,  is  represented  as  sitting  pensively  in  his 
study,  and  apprehen£ng  the  period  of  her  empire,  irom  the 
old  age  of  her  present  monarch.  Settle ;  and  also  by  an 
account  of  a  sacrifice  he  makes  of  his  unsuccessful  works;  of 
the  Ghnldess's  revealing  herself  to  him,  announcing  the  death 
of  Settle  that  ni^ht,  anointing  and  proclaiming  him  successor. 
It  is  carried  on  m  the  second  book,  by  a  description  of  the 
various  games  instituted  in  honour  of  the  new  kmg,  in  which 
booksellers,  poets,  and  critics  contend.  This  design  is,  lastly, 
completed  in  the  third  book,  by  the  Goddess's  transportmg 
the  new  king  to  her  temple,  laymghim  in  a  deep  slumber  on 
her  lap,  and  convejdng  him  in  a  vision  to  the  banks  of  Lethe, 
where  he  meets  with  the  ghost  of  his  predecessor.  Settle ; 
who  in  a  speech  shows  him  the  past  triumphs  of  the  empire 

'  See  Introdactioii,  Martiinis  ScnUeruB,  to  the  Dnndad.  Harl^,  Lord 
Oxford,  used  pUjfaJlj  to  caU  Swift  Marim,  and  tnm  this  ^nmgMiirtiniis 
SeriUeniB.  Svyt^  as  ia  well  known,  la  the  name  of  one  apedes  of  swallow 
(the  lazgeat  and  most  powerM  flier  of  the  tribe),  and  3far<M  Ja  the  name  of 
jDOther  tptdeB,  the  waU-swaUow,  that  constmcta  its  nest  in  hnildiDgs. 
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of  DnlneBfli  then  the  present,  and  lastly  the  future :  ennine- 
rating  particolarly  by  what  aids,  and  by  what  persons,  Gtreat 
Brition  shall  be  forthwith  brought  to  her  empire,  and  pro- 
phesying how  first  the  nation  shall  be  overrun  with  farces, 
operas,  shows,  and  the  throne  of  Dulness  advanced  over  both 
the  theatres ;  then,  how  her  sons  shall  preside  in  the  seats  of 
arts  and  sdenees,  till,  in  conclusion,  all  riiall  return  to  their 
original  chaos.    On  hearing  which, 

«>  ( Enmi^  enonghl  the  raptmed  monarch  cries, 
And  thnra^  the  lyory  Gate  the  Tleion  flies.* " 

The  design  was  thus  complete.  Pope  afterwards  substituted 
Cibber  for  Theobald  as  hero  of  the  poem,  and  added  a  fourth 
book,  neither  of  which  alterations  agrees  well  with  the  oii- 
gioal  design.  The  additional  book  is,  uxdeed,  a  separate  work, 
scarcely  at  all  connected  with  the  previous  portion  of  the 
poem,  but  still  forming  a  powerful  and  animated  satire. 

The  ''  Dunces"  were  not  slow  in  taking  the  field  against 
their  redoubted  satirist ;  but  their  weapons  were  blunt  and 
&eble,  and  they  had  partly  exhausted  themselves  in  their 
previous  attacks  on  the  Miscellanies.  Theobald  replied  in  a 
communication  published  in  Mkfs  Journal,  in  whicn  he  very 
innocently  dechured  that  he  was  content  with  a  little  sober 
sense,  though  bright  geniuses  should  think  fit  to  reckon  it 
dulness.  He  argued  justly,  that  a  poetical  war  should  be 
levelled  either  against  failures  in  genius,  or  a^nunst  the  pre- 
tension oi  vmtm^  without  genius;  but  to  oraw  parts  of 
Srivate  character  into  the  quarrel,  and  to  f^  on  persons  in- 
ependent  of  the  fraternity  of  writers,  was  ''intentionally  to 
declase  war  against  human  society."  Dennis  retaliated  in 
the  two  works  we  have  mentioned,  the  Bemarks  on  the  Bape 
of  the  Lock,  and  Eemarks  on  the  Dundad,  both  full  of  bad 
criticism  and  frantic  abuse.  Jonathan  Smedley,  an  enemy  of 
Swift^  collected  a  number  of  the  anti-Dunciad  lampoons,  and 
printed  them  under  the  title  of  **  Alexandriana,"  as  a  supple- 
ment to  his  ''  Gulliveriana ;"  and  Pope  enumerates  most  of 
them  in  his  anpendix  to  the  Dundad.  He  had  collected  the 
various  pamphlets,  and  bound  them  together,  prefixing  to  the 
motley  <M}llection,  as  Warburton  states,  a  motto  from  the 
Book  of  Job :  "Behold,  my  desire  is  that  mine  adversary  had 
vmtten  a  book;  surely  I  would  take  it  tg^on  my  shoulder  and 
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bind  Uaia  erown  to  me.^*^  He  liad  better  have  thiofwn  the 
whole  into  the  fire  as  a  holocaust  te  the  geniua  of  Dnlneas ! 
There  is  one  lampoon,  howerer,  which  Pope  does  not  indude 
in  his  printed  lis^  and  which  he  snpposea  to  have  proceeded 
from  liadj  Mary  Wortley  Montagu.  Lady  Mary  and  her 
friend,  Lord  Her^ey,  had  been  sarcastically  alluded  to  in  the 
Duncutd;  the  former  in  connexion  with  the  affidr  of  M. 
Buremonde,  and  in  lines  conyeyine  a  gross  imputation,  after- 
wards repeated  in  the  satires  (Dunciad,  book  ii.,  t.  185). 
Lady  Mary  also  suspected  the  poet  of  being  the  author  of  a 
scandal  circulated  about  the  town,  of  her  having  had  the 
handkerchief  thrown  to  her  in  the  seraglio  at  Constantinople, 
though  it  is  now  known  that  she  was  neyer  in  the  interior  of 
the  seraelio,  either  at  Constantinople  or  Adrianople.  Thus 
proYoke<^  she  is  said  te  hare  taken  her  rerenge  in  a  broad- 
side, written  in  the  worst  taste  of  the  times,  and  entitied, 
''  A  Pop  upok  Popi  ;  or  a  True  and  Faithful  Account  of  a 
late  horrid  and  barbarous  WHiPPnra  committed  on  the  Body 
of  Sawkxt  Popi,  a  Poet,  as  he  was  innocentiy  walking  in 
Ham-Walks,  near  the  Biyer  of  Thames,  meditating  Verses 
for  the  Gk>od  of  the  Publick.  Supposed  te  haye  been  done 
by  two  eyil-disposed  Persons,  out  of  Spite  and  Beyenge  for  a 
harmless  Lampoon  which  the  said  Poet  had  writ  upon  them." 
The  narratiye  is  short,  and  states  that  two  gentlemen  came 
up  te  the  poet,  and  "  knowing  him  perfectiy  well,  partiy  by 
his  back  and  partly  by  his  face,  walked  a  turn  or  two  with 
him ;  when,  entering  inte  a  conyersation  (as  we  hear,  on  the 

•  The  •Utement  of  Waibnrton  is  oonfizmed  by  the  fbOowing  note  ed- 
dreieed  to  Toneon.  and  pnbliBhed  in  the  Gentleman*!  Magarine  tn  Jannaiy, 
1886: 

**  Sm, — I  desire  yoal  take  these  five  setts  of  the  Odyssey,  and  do  what 
yon  can  with  'em.  I  desire  also  yoal  canse  the  pacqnet  I  send  to  be  bonnd 
together.  Let  the  octayo  be  made  to  match  in  oolonr  and  size  this  wliich  is 
alraady  bound,  and  letter  it  Libxls  ow  PopB|  Ac,  toL  iL  Pray  bind  the 
dnodedmos  idso  in  another  yolmne,  the  same  oolonr,  lettered  Cubll  axd 
CoMPAinr.  And  bind  the  GnUiveriana  and  letter  it  (same  oolonr)  thns, 
LiBBLB  OK  Swift  and  Pops.  In  this  yon  wiE  oblige,  sfar,  yonr  Tery  fidth- 
fiiU  senrant,  "  A.  Pofb.** 

Waibnrton  oiiked  this  cnrions  collection  to  any  pnblic  Ubrazy  that  shonld 
apply  fbr  it,  but  the  offsr  was  not  accepted,  and  he  left  the  rolnmes  to  his 
friend  Hnrd.  If  they  stQl  exist,  th^  shonld  certainly  be  placed  in  the  Bri- 
tish I' 
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Donciad,  a  pretty  poem  of  tbe  said  poefs  writiDs),  on  a 
sudden,  one  of  the  gentlemen  hoisted  poor  Master  rone,  the 
poet,  on  his  back,  whilst  the  other  drew  out  from  uncter  his 
coat  a  long  birchen  rod  (as  we  are  informed,  made  out  of  a 
stable-broom),  and  with  the  said  Iod?  rod  did,  with  great 
violence  and  unmerciful  hand,  strike  Master  Pope,"  Ac,  As 
soon  as  the  whipping  was  over,  the  gentlemen  are  said  to  have 
made  off,  "  when  good  Mrs.  B^ —  (Martha  Blount),  a  good, 
charitable  woman,  and  near  neighbour  of  Master  Pope's,  at 
Twickenham,  chancing  to  come  by,  took  him  up  in  her  apron, 
and  carried  him  to  the  water  side,  where  she  got  a  boat  to 
convey  him  home."  The  poet  is  then  described  as  affected 
in  his  head  by  the  whipping,  and  continually  raving  for  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  which  were  lUlowed  him  by  his  own  physician, 

Dr.  A ^t,  who  entirely  mistook  his  case.    The  allusions 

to  Martha  Blount  and  l5r.  Arbuthnot,  showed  acquaintance 
with  the  poet's  history.  A  pretended  advertisement  was 
afterwards  added  to  the  lampoon,  in  the  form  of  a  reply,  by 
Pope,  and  stated  to  be  extracted  from  the  DaiUf  Fott  of 
Pnday,  June  14, 1728 ;  but  no  such  advertisement  appears 
in  the  paper  of  that  date.    It  runs  thus : 

"Whereas,  there  has  been  a  scandalous  paper  cried  abont  the 
streets,  nnder  the  title  of '  A  Pop  upon  Pops/  insinuating  that  I  was 
whipped  in  Ham-Walks  on  Thursday  last,  This  is  to  giTe  notice  that 
I  ^  not  stir  out  of  my  house  at  Iwickenham  all  that  day;  and  Ae 
same  is  a  malicious  and  ill-grounded  report.^  A  P." 

This  alleged  denial  was  no  doubt  part  of  the  attack — and 
the  best  part  of  it ;  for  the  narrative  is  so  coarse,  and  so  un- 
redeemed by  wit  or  humour,  that  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
Lady  Mary  had  any  hand  in  its  composition.  The  suspicion 
of  the  poet,  however,  fell  upon  her ;  and  he  seems  to  refer  to 
the  lampoon  in  his  Epistle  to  Arbuthnot,  as  "  the  blow  unfeUy 
the  tear  he  never  shed." 

In  January,  1730,  a  fresh  impulse  was  given  to  the  Dnn- 
ciad  war  by  no  common  hand.  Dr.  Young  then  published 
his  ''  Two  Epistles  to  Mr.  Pope,  concerning  the  authors  of 
the  age.*'  Tne  epistles  are  lively  and  spirited,  general  rather 
than  personal  in  their  satire^  and  dealing  more  in  counsel  than 
in  condemnation.  Pope  mi^ht  well  be  proud  of  such  an  ally 
and  panegyrisl^  but  the  Ejiights  of  the  Bathos  were  propor- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


270  LI7B  OP  POPE. 

tionally  initafced;  and  three  montlig  afterwards  appeared 
^  One  Epistle  to  Mr.  Alexander  Pope,  occasioned  oj  Two 
Epistles  lately  publislied.*'  This  One  Epistle  was  the  pro- 
duction of  two  authors,  Welsted  and  Moore-Stnythe.  It  is 
also  in  rhyme,  and  scatters  about  accusations  and  inuendoes 
with  indiscriminate  rage  and  disregard  of  &ct  or  probability. 
The  epistle  is,  in  truth,  a  weak  and  tasteless  production,  but 
it  contained  some  home-thrusts  on  subjects  which  Pope  did 
not  care  to  reyive.  He  had  now,  howe?er,  a  weekly  journal 
at  command ;  and,  either  in  prose  or  verse,  was  more  than  a 
match  for  his  adversaries. 

Early  in  his  literary  career  Pope  contemplated  establishing 
a  monthly  review,  to  be  entitled  "  The  Works  of  the  Un- 
learned," in  which  books  deserving  of  praise  should  be  de- 
preciated ironically,  and  the  productions  of  G-rub-street 
should  be  commended.*  Swift  approved  of  the  design ;  but, 
like  the  more  ambitious  schemes  of  the  Scriblerus  Club,  it 
was  never  carried  into  effect.  An  approach  to  it,  however, 
was  made,  by  the  establishment  of  the  Chrub-Hreet  Journal^ 
which  commenced  on  the  8th  of  January,  1730,  and  was  con- 
tinued weekly^  with  great  spirit,  to  the  end  of  1737.  In 
this  work  an  miaginary  junto  of  critics,  named  Ejiights  of 
the  Bathos,  sat  injudgment  on  contemporary  writers,  affect- 
ing to  condemn  Pope  and  his  friends,  as  enemies  of  their 
oraer,  but,  in  reality,  espousing  all  the  poefs  quarrelB,  and 
attacking  the  objects  of  nis  poetical  satire  and  his  supposed 
enemies  with  the  keenest  irony  and  invective.  Of  this  perio- 
dical Pope  was  long  the  animating  and  presiding  spirit.  In- 
deed, it  seems  to  have  been  set  on  foot  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  poet  to  continue  his  war  with  the  dunces,  and 
to  prolong  the  contests  of  the  previous  year.  He  affected 
to  be  indij^nant  that  Budsell  should  ''  chai^  low  Gfrub-street 
on  his  qmll,"  and  he  denied  that  he  had  the  least  hand, 
direction,  or  supervisal,  in  the  Grub-street  Journal^  or  the 
least  knowledge  of  its  authors.^*    But  that  Pope  was  an 

•  Letter  to  Qaj,  written  tpptamity  in  1714. 

10  Bp]stle  to  Arbntfanot  The  poet's  denial  was  maiked  by  one  of  his 
iman  stnttgeme.  In  the  Wmka,  toL  il  (1786),  the  note  stands  thus: 
"BodgeD,  in  a  ireddy  pamphlet  ciJl*d  the  Bae,  bestowed  much  abuse  on  him, 
in  the  imaghiation  that  he  irrit  some  things  about  the  Last  Will  of  Dr. 
Tindal,  in  the  Qnihttrtd  Journal  $  a  paper  wherein  he  never  had  the  least 
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acti?e  contributor  to  the  journal  is  beyond  all  qneetion,  and 
is  partiaUj  admitted  by  the  conductors  themselves.^^  In  its 
pages  first  appeared  ms  epigrams  on  Bentley  and  Dennis, 
nis  epitaphs  on  Digby  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  and  the  injB;e- 
nious  satirical  essay  on  the  office  of  Poet  Laureate,  with  other 
acknowledged  pieces  in  prose.  The  Laureate  essay  was  after- 
wards added  to  the  Dunciad  (1742),  but  the  date  was  altered 
from  November,  1730,  to  November,  1729.  The  careless 
reader  was  thus  left  to  infer  that  the  essav  had  appeared  in 
the  original  enlarged  edition  of  the  Dunciacl,  and  tne  curious 
reader  was  prevented  from  referring  to  the  OridhHreet 
Journal^  which  was  not  in  existence  in  November,  1729. 
The  deception,  however,  was  injurious  to  the  point  and 
application  of  the  essay,  for  there  was  no  contest  for  the 
(Mce  of  Laureate  in  1729  as  there  was  in  the  following  year, 
when  Eusden  died,  and  Gibber  gained  the  laurel  In  the 
Dunciad,  1742,  appears  a  copy  of  an  advertisement,  which 
is  also  derived  fi^m  the  Qrwhttreet  Journal,  but  was  re- 
printed with  such  variations  as  evidently  show  a  wish  to  con- 
ceal its  ori^fin.  A  few  lines  arranged  collaterally  will  serve 
to  prove  this : 

Gbxtb-^cbsxt  Joubhal.  DuHOiAn,  1742. 

''Whereas,  upon  occasion  of  ** AdvertitrnMiU  printed  i»  tie 

certain  pieces  published  m  this  JoumaU,  1730. 

Journal,  relating  to  the  gentle-  "Whereas,  upon  occasion  of 

men  of  the  Dunciad,  some  (?  them  certain   pieces  relating   to   the 

hf^e  been  willing  to  suggest  as  if  Gentlemen  of  the  Bmiciad,  some 

hmd,  dixection,  or  «iq>enri8t],  nor  the  least  knowledge  of  its  antfaocs.  Sb 
loohnofwHoeiS^toJremiid^amabuies  esq^eetrng  that  ang  mem  teko  knew  km^ 
M^  anther  <ifiAat  he  wtu  dander'djbr,  would  have Jut^d  him  <m  thai  artieieJ* 
In  the  next  edition  in  doodeefano  (indnded  in  die  Woxin,  toL  iL,  Dodsley 
and  Cooper,  1789),  the  words  we  have  printed  in  italics  aie  omitted,  and 
the  preyioiis  word,  "  anthors,"  is  reduced  to  Uie  singular,  **  anther."  The 
Utter  change  is  ingenious,  for  the  passage  may  then  he  read  either  as  a  total 
denial  of  aU  oonnodon  with  the  Orub-iireei  Journal,  or  as  only  a  denial  of 
the  particolar  article  or  articles  on  Tmdal*s  VHU. 

>i  **  Several  pieces,  though  few  of  any  considerable  length,  in  ridicule  of 
thftt  gentleman^s  [Pope*s]  adyersaries,  supposed  hy  the  contents  of  them  to 
come  from  his  own  hands,  or  those  of  his  intimate  friends,  had  been  inserted 
in  our  jouinal,  hut  more  frequently  for  the  first  year,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
ooplroversy  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  Dundad.  Th^  aie  distinguished  in 
this  coUeetioa  by  the  letter  *  A.*  "--/V«/Sk»  to  Me  ifenMwv  ^  <4« /S^ 

OtUO  ttt96f» 
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the  author  of  that  poem  miflht  be    hare  been  willing  to  suggeat  as  if 
oonoemed  in  them,  we  hereoj  de-    they  looked  upon  them  as  an 
clare  the  oontrazy,  and  are  readv,    abuse,  we  oan  do  no  less  than 
if  required,  to  sc^  our  names  to    own,"  ftc. 
the  requective   pieces.    In  the 
mean  time,  we  can  do  no  less  than 
own,"  &c    (No  signatures.) 

It  is  erident  that  the  satirical  poet  had  then  become  a  little 
nervous  about  hia  solemn  denial ;  he  shrinks  from  naming 
any  jonmaly  and  will  not  even  hint  that  he  has  ever  been 
charged  with  writing  in  one. 

The  reputed  editors  of  the  Qrub-street  Journal  were  Dr. 
John  Martyn,  at  one  time  Professor  of  Botany  at  Cambridge, 
and  Dr.  Bichard  Bussell,  who  wrote  a  treatise  on  Sea-water. 
Their  paners  in  the  Journal  are  said  to  have  been  signed 
'<  Bavins*^  and  "  Msvius ;"  but  Bavius,  we  suspect,  vras  often 
not  Martyn,  but  Pope.  One  instance  occurs,  under  the  date 
of  April  1, 1781.  An  epigram  on  Moore-Smythe  is  inserted 
in  that  number,  signed  Bavius ;  but  in  the  collected  essays, 
the  Memoirs  of  Grub-street,  it  bears  the  signature  of  ''  A,*' 
the  letter  distinguishing  Pope's  contributions.  He  may  also 
be  traced  occasionally  under  the  signature  ''  M,"  or  MsBvius, 
and  frequently  (as  in  the  epigram,  and  in  numerous  attacks 
on  Bentley^  in  pieces  to  which  no  signature  is  attlu^hed.  He 
had,  as  we  oelieve,  free  admission  to  the  Journal,  under  any 
guise  his  sportive  malice  thought  fit  to  assume.  Johnson 
states  that  Savage  had  been  invited  to  undertake  the  manage- 
ment of  the  paper.^  That  Pope  had  able  assistants  in  the 
Journal  is  obvious ;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  why  two 
respectable  scholars,  who  had  all  thdr  lives  written  nothing 
but  Latin  treatises  in  folio  and  quarto,  should  suddenly 
imagine  that  they  had  a  mission  to  wage  war  with  all  Pope's 
enemies,  real  and  imaginary,  should  reverse  the  whole  t^or 
of  their  lives  in  order  to  nddcule,  week  after  week,  Theobald 
and  Bentlej  for  tasteless  ploddinfi^;  should  revel  with  Scri- 
blerian  enjoyment  in  wit  and  filth,  and  pour  out  epigrams 
and  attacks  of  all  kinds  on  Welsted,  Moore-Smythe,  Con- 
cannen,  Gibber,  Curll,  and  Dennis.  These  personalities  were 

**  IMt  of  Savage,  first  edit.  p.  57.    The  note,  containing  this  statement, 
was  omitted  in  the  snbseqoent  editions. 
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not  engrafted  npon  a  learned  and  solid  design  of  two  scbolara. 
The  yeiy  title  of  the  paper  shows  the  character  which  it  was 
to  bear,  and  the  first  publication,  beginning  with  a  motto 
from  the  Dundad  and  a  lon^  ridicule  ox  G-rul^street  authors, 
proves  that  the  Scriblerian  influence  was  predominant  from 
the  commencement. 

Erom  the  satirical  attacks  abounding  in  the  Journal,  the 
post  of  publisher  must  have  been  rather  a  perilous  one,  and 
there  were  frequent  changes.^'  The  sale,  howeyer,  was  ex- 
tensive; and,  besides  the  collection  of  extracts  which  bore 
Savage's  name,^^  two  volumes  were  subsequently  published, 

1*  No.  1,  JflM.  1780,  is  "Fkinted  and  sold  by  J.  Roberts,  in  Warwick- 


No.  15,4prtll6.  "Printed for  d^itain  GnUirer  and  F.  Gogan, near  tbe 
Temple,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  in  Pall-malL*' 

Captain  Gnlliver— a  slight  disgidse  for  Lawton  Gilliver,  Pope's  publiaher 
— ^had,  aooovding  to  the  Journal,  **  bj  the  advioe  of  some  frienids  at  DnbUn, 
and  the  enoonragement  of  some  copies  sent  fiom  thence,  removed  from 
Bediifl;  and  opened  «  shop  near  Temple-bar.**  The  allusion  to  Gulliver  and 
to  alleged  "copies"  from  Swift  is  pecnliailj Popian.  J.Jackson,  inPall- 
maD,  was  one  of  the  parties  to  whom  Cnrll  said  Pope  gave  leave  to  sell  the 
pSntod  edition  of  his  Letten. 

No.  26,  /«V  S.  "Printed  by  Mr.  Moore  for  Gaptahi  Gnlliver."  [At 
oUier  times,  "A.  Moore.**] 

iVb.  61,  iTofel  4, 1781.  "  Printed  by  &  Palmer  and  J.  Hnggonson,  for 
Capt  Gnmver.** 

No,  lU,  Marek  18, 1788.  "  Printed  hj  J.  Hnggonson,  in  Bartholomew- 
dose,  fnr  rrsptain  Gulliver.** 

No.  148,  SqpL  8L  "Printed  bj  T.  Sanders,  in  Orown-conrt,  Bntcher- 
xow  [without  Temple-bar],  and  sold  by  Captain  Gumver.** 

No.  150,  No9.  9.  "  Printed  for  and  sold  by  J.  Boberts,  Warwick-lane, 
where  letten  and  advertisements,  &c.  As  also  sold  by  Captain  Gulliver,  by 
P.  Sttiders,**  &c. 

No.  197,  OgL  4,  1788.  "  Printed  by  J.  Huggonson,  next  to  Kent*s 
Coflfee-house,  hi  Chanceiy-lane,  and  sold  by  J.  Soberts  and  Captain  Gul- 
liver,** Ac 

>«  A  Cdlection  of  Pieces  in  Terse  and  Proee,  which  have  been  Pnbliahed 
on  the  Occasion  of  the  Dundad,  1788.  In  this  coUection  is  the  satire,  "An 
Author  to  be  Let,**  Ac,  by  Iscariot  Hackney,  which  was  first  published  hi  a 
pam^ilet  of  twelve  pages  8vo,  with  a  preftce  of  five  pages,  in  which,  as 
Johnson  says,  "  are  related  many  secret  histories  t>f  the  petty  writeis  of 
that  tfane,  but  sometimes  mixed  with  ungenerous  reflections  on  their  birth, 
their  drcumstances,  or  those  of  thdr  rdattons.**  Some  of  these  have  been 
quoted  by  Mr.  D*ImeH,  hi  his  Quarrels  of  Authors.  The  whole  seems  to  be 
the  work  of  Pope.  The  satire  is  too  exquisite,  as  Mr.  Disraeli  surmised,  ibr 
the  touch  of  Savage,  and  it  is  directed  solely  against  Moore-Smythe  and  the 
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entiiled  **  Memoin  of  the  Socieiy  of  GhmlHitreety"  oontain- 
ing  most  of  the  essays  and  poetioeJ  pieces  whieh  appeared  Jn 
the  Joiumal  up  to  tlie  188th  nxunber,  or  August,  1782 ;  after 
whiehy  Pope  seems  to  have  become  less  frequently  a  contri- 
butor. Piracies  from  the  Journal  were  alleged  to  be  nume- 
rous—" Grubiana,"  *'  The  Ghrub-street  Ifiscellany,"  "  Faith- 
ful Memoirs  of  Gbub-stieety"  Ac.  The  genuine  "MemoirB" 
had  been  long  delayed ;  and  the  histoiy  of  Has  publication  is 
much  the  same  as  that  of  the  Dundad,  or  Pope's  Letters, 
piratical  booksellers  being  aUowed  to  print  the  work  wtth 
oifTerent  titles,  though  continually  denounced  as  pirates, 
while  the  author  d^yed  for  years  to  publish,  his  own 
edition. 

The  best  of  tbe  epigrams  in  tbis  journal  we  shall  insert  in 
Pope's  poetical  worn.  They  relate  to  Gibber,  to  Stephen 
Duck,  Moore-Smythe,  Goncannen,  Henley,  and  others,  and 
bear  indubitable  marks  of  their  author. 

"  Ko  man  deseryes  a  monument^"  says  Pope,  ^*  who  could 
not  be  wrapped  in  a  winding-sheet  of  pupen  written  against 
1dm."  ^*  Asid  he  did  his  best  to  confer  this  posthumous 
distinction  on  all  he  considered  his  adyersaries.  His  inces- 
sant actiyity  in  throwing  off  these  personal  si^ires,  in  tiie 
midst  of  his  grayer  laboxurs  and  the  duties  of  aociefy,  forms  a 
remarkable  &ture  in  his  literary  character.  He  was  the 
most  industrious  as  he  was  the  most  irritable  of  authors,  and 
with  the  Orub-Hreet  Journal  at  hand,  he  was  stimulated  to 
constant  exertion.  James  Moore-Smythe  he  attackedin  eyeiy 
shape.  He  accused  him  of  lying  and  cowardice,  o£  steaiinf 
yerses,  of  liying  upon  other  men's  wits,  of  hayiDR  been  can^ 
by  Arbuthnot,  of  haying  absconded  from  his  lodgings,  of 
being  the  son  of  a  fbotaian,  the  nephew  of  a  quacl^  Ac. 
That  the  unfortunate  poetasterwas  able  to  submit  in  silenoe 
to  all  these  taunts  and  insults  must  be  regarded  as  an  exiara- 
ordinary  instance  either  of  his  magnanimity  or  meanness  of 
spirit. 

tMlnr  tchinMiten  in  ffae  DmidicL    Bsrage  does  nol  feem  to  lurr*  entrusted 
the  lecret  to  Johnson.    Ey«n  hi  (hose  cardess,  vatbappy^jB,  when  ttuj 
ptoed  the  streets  together  at  nddnight,  SftTSge  nnisthaye  stood 'somewhat 
hi  ewe  of  Johnson's  mgged  honesty  and  love  of  truth. 
»  Lettor  to  Martha  Blomit,SoMO^TliLB96. 
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In  their  preface  to  the  One  Epistle,  Welsted  and  Moore- 
Smy the  lay  down  this  position :  ''  No  man  deserves  a  yiolent 
injuiy  to  his  reputation  as  a  gentleman,  because,  perhaps,  at 
a  distance  of  sereral  years  smce,  he  might  have  said  '  that 
Mr.  Pope  had  nothing  in  him  original  as  a  writer ;  that  Mr. 
Tickell  ereatly  excell^  him  in  his  translation  of  Homer,  and 
many  of  his  contemporaries  in  other  branches  of  writing, 
and  that  lie  is  infinitely  inferior  to  Mr.  Philips  in  pastoraL^ 
And  yet  such  arguments  or  apologies  as  these  have  been 
used  by  himself,  or  his  tea-table  cabals,  for  calling  ff^tiemen 
scoun^ls,  blocUieads,  garreteers,  and  beggars."  They  also 
yenture  on  this  statement  of  &ct : 

''Hr.  Dean  Swift  never  saw  the  Profomid  till  made  public :  and 
Dr.  Arbnihnoi,  who  originallv  sketched  the  design  of  it,  desired  that 
the  initial  letten  of  names  oi  the  gentlemen  abased  might  not  be  uh 
serted ;  that  thev  might  he  A.  or%.,  or  Doe  or  Boe,  or  anythinff  of 
that  nitoe,  which  would  make  this  satire  a  general  one  upon  any  auU 
wziterB  in  any  age.  This  was  refused  by  Pope;  and  he  chose  rather 
to  treat  a  set  of  j^tlemen  as  vermin,  reptiles,  ftc.,  at  a  time  when  he 
had  no  provocation  to  do  so,  when  he  had  olcMed  his  labours,  finished 
his  gre»  subscriptions,  and  was  m  ainshionahle  degree  of  reputation. 
Several  gentlemen  who  are  there  ranked  with  the  dullest  men,  or 
dullest  beasts,  never  did  appear  in  print  against  him,  or  si^  anythmff 
in  conversation  which  might  affect  his  character.  Some  replies  whiofi 
were  made  to  'The  Profound'  occasioned  the  publicabou  of  the 
Dunciad ;  which  was  first  of  all  begun  with  a  general  malice  to  all 
mankind,  and  now  appears  under  an  excuse  of  provocations  which  he 
had  received  after  he  nimself  had  strudc  the  nrst  blow  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Miscellanies.  I  cannot,  indeed,  say  much  in  praise  of  some 
performances  whidi  appeared  agamst  him ;  and  I  am  sorry  that  volun- 
teers entered  into  the  war,  whom  I  could  wish  to  have  been  only 
spectators.  But  the  cause  became  so  general,  that  some  srentlemen, 
who  never  aimed  at  the  laureL  ^prew  poets  merely  upon  their  being 
angry.  A  militia,  in  case  of  mvasion,  may  periiaps  be  thou^ 
necessary;  but  yet  one  could  always  wish  for  an  army  of  regular 
troops.  I  should  not  have  touched  upon  this  drcumstanoe  but  to 
obviate  some  imputations  which  he  had  suggested,  of  my  writine 
several  pieces  whidhl  never  heard  of  tiU  I  saw  them  with  toe  rest  at 
the  town." 

Welsted  n^peers  to  be  the  party  here  speaking  in  the  first 
person,  and  his  preface  is  ridiculed  or  travestied  in  the  Qrub- 
street  Journal  of  Thursday,  May  14th,  1780 : 

t2 
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''Tbere  haTiDff  been  lastveek  jjnbliahed  an  Epistle  to  Mr.  A.  Pope, 
with  a  ourioua  Praboe,  we  here  gire  the  reader  a  short  extract  of  the 
contents  of  it :  Some  people  hare  been  rearj  sooixiloas  against  Mr. 
Pope»  which  I  am  soirj  for ;  therefore,  I  am  more  scnrrilons.  Some 
folks  haye  been  yeiy  doll,  which  I  am  sorry  for;  therefore,  I  am 
duller.  Some  haye  nid  I  conld  write  nothing  mjself ;  therdbre,  I 
haye  got  some  other  writers  to  do  this.  Nobody  shonld  abose  those 
that  fiiye  not  abused  first ;  therefore^  baring  shown  in  this  pre&ce 
that  Dr.  Arbnthnot  and  Dr.  Swift  knew  noQiinff  of  any  attempts  to 
satirise  ns,  we  abnse  the  said  gentlemen  personaiiy  in  the  poem.  But 
we  ourselyes,  reqnirinff  more  respect  than  they,  and  beug  neither 
sdiolars.  doctors  nor  uyines,  call  onrselyes  geHtlemem^  which  sure  no- 
body will  deny,  because  one  of  us  is  the  son  of  afbotman,  and  one  the 
son  of  a .    8%e  iubtcribUur.'^Jvioix  M ^R  Sm .'* 

Next  week  tbe  attack  is  renewed;  and  that  Pope  was 
galled  by  the  accusationB  and  sarcasms  in  the  epistle  is 
obyioufl  nrom  the  elaborate  bitterness  of  his  reply: 

''When  in  our  last  we  inserted  a  short  account  of  a  curious  piece 
of  reasoning  in  the  Preface  to  a  certain  Spistle  to  Hr.  A.  Pope,  we 
had  not  read  the  epistle  itself,  which  merits  a  more  soious  treatment. 
We  haye  been  informed  tiiat  the  person  most  concerned,  disapproyed 
our  taking  e?en  that  notice  of  it.  However,  no  pdyate  conaiaeratum 
must  preyent  us  from  nursuing  the  general  design  and  dnty  of  our 
paper,  which  is  to  recora  the  productions  of  Grub-raeet,  and  to  proye 
our  impartiality,  not  only  by  remarking  upon  such  of  our  unhappy 
brethren  as  not  unfrequentiy  chance  to  fall  into  immoralities  or 
scandals,  but  by  doing  justice  to  our  greatest  enemies,  of  which  we 
haye  now  a  glorious  opportunity,  eyen  to  Mr.  Pope.  We  must  be 
forced  to  own  this  piece,  thou£[h  truly  QruVstreet  will  be  taken  for 
a  libel  till  the  facts  asserted  in  it  are  proyed,  and  till  it  is  known  who 
are  the  authors  that  assert  'em.  For  all  accusations  against  a  man's 
character,  without  an  attester,  are^  in  moral  honesty,  presumed 
slanders  and  lies;  and  the  persons  who  publish  such*  without  full 
proof —though  they  may  be  members  of  our  society,  though  thej  may 
style  themselyes  eyer  so  gentlemanly,  nay,  though  th^  were  Xnis^ts 
of  the  Bathos— will  be  accounted  liars  and  scoundrels. 

"To  remoye  so  great  a  blot  from  our  gentlemen,  we  herenublicly 
inyite  any  person  of  credit  and  character  to  stand  forth  and  attest  any 
of  the  following  facts  which  are  contamed  in  the  said  paper. 

"Who  will  be  so  good  as  to  say,  that  he  hath  seen  or  known  of  any 
prose  or  yerse  work  of  Mj.  Pomts,  called  Tke  Progreu  qfJOulMsu,  or 
by  any  other  title,  which  included  a  satire  on  any  branch  of  science 
wliateyer,  besides  what  is  now  contained  in  the  Dundad  f 
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*^That  the  late  Doke  of  Bnckingham  paid  any  pension  to  Charles 
Gildon  which  he  took  firom  him  since  his  acqaaintfmoe  with  Mr.  P.  F 

['  ChazleB  Gfldon,  dismissed  from  tlie  Dvke's  pension  and  f SYOor,  on  ac- 
oonnt  of  his  obstinacy  in  refosing  to  take  the  o^hs  to  Pope's  st^nmscy.*] 

"That  the  present  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  hath  passed  any  oen- 
soreonHr.P.P 

['Censored  by  Wake,  by  Atteibniy  blessed.'] 

**niat  llCr.  P.  ever  writ  or  spoke  complimentally  or  over-dTilly  of 
ortoCh rsP 

[*  Would  flatter  Chartres  or  would  Ubei  Yonng.*] 

"That  Mr.  P ^n  and  he  ever  were  at  distance  or  Tsriance  with 

eadi  other  P 

[*By  Fenton  left,  by  rererend  linguists  hated, 
Now  learns  to  read  the  Greek  he  onoe  translated.'] 

"That  the  Rev.  Mr.  B ^me  ever  asserted  or  complamed  he  was 

not  gratified  with  a  competent  sum  for  lus  share  in  the  Odyssey ;  nay, 
did  not  own  that  he  thought  himself  highly  paid  P 

[<  Half-paid,  dmdging  Broome. — Th&  Rev.  Mr.  Broome,  who  translated 
a  great  part  of  Homer  and  constmed  the  rest  N.B.  A  half-paid  poet  is 
oftentimes  the  occasion  of  sn  unpaid  tailor.'] 

"Thai  Mr.  Addison,  or  any  other  but  Mr.  P.,  writ  or  altered  one 
line  of  the  Prologue  to  Cato  r 

['  Who  Cato's  mnse  with  fUthless  sneers  belied, 
The  prologue  ikthei'd  and  the  play  decried.'] 

"Who  will  name  any  young  writer,  allowed  to  have  merit,  that 
hath  been  personally  disooursMd  by  him;  or  who  hath  not  received 
either  actual  services  or  amicaiole  treatment  from  himP 

[*0h,  say,  to  him  what  trophies  shall  be  rais'd, 
That  unprovoked  will  stifte  and  fkwn  nnpraised? 
Each  fikvonrite  toast  who  marks  or  rising  wit, 
To  sketch  a  satire  that  in  time  may  fit; 
Still  hopes  yonr  sonset  while  he  views  your  noon, 
And  still  broods  o'er  the  closely-kept  lampoon.'] 

"Who  will  instance  any  one  riotous,  lewd,  drunken,  or  indecent 
action,  at  any  time,  hj  him  committed;  or  any  unpunotual  dealing 
between  man  and  man ;  or  name  one  person  to  whom  he  owes  a  shiU 
ling  or  a  couplet  P 
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[' DMde  a  biif7,  fretfbl  life  bel;ween 
Smut,  libel,  sbig-Boiig^  Tanitj,  and  spleen,*  &&] 

**  Who  will  ^ye  any  inatance  of  his  ayaiice  or  want  'of  hospitalify, 
bonntj,  or  diant^,  to  any  friendf  acquaintance,  or  needy,  deserving 
person;  or  of  his  taking  money,  pension,  or  present,  foi;  praising  or 
satirising  any  one  in  his  me  P 

**  Whoever  will  testifV  any  of  these  thinn,  which  have  been  as- 
serted of  Mr.  Pope,  shall  receive  for  reward  uie  panegyrics  of  all  onr 
socieW.  Bat  we  mnst  here  sumst  to  our  brethren  a  caatioiL  that  it 
would  be  proper  somebodjwho  ciovrs  should  tell  us  punctually  what 
is  1Mb:.  Pope  s  estate,  without  which  it  will  be  very  hard  to  judge 
whether  he  is  avaricious  or  not.  We  would  also  ask  two  ouesuons : 
one  in  reg;ard  ta  what  is  said  of  his  learning  Greek,  since  folks  will  be 
apt  to  thmk  he  could  not  well  fail,  during  his  long  employment  upon 
Homer,  to  do  that  in  ten  years  which  every  lad  at  the  school  and 
TJniversify  can  in  three.  My  question,  thmfore,  is,  which  of  von 
gentlemen  hath  examined  him»  and  is  sure  he  is  more  ignorant  than 
nimselfP 

''The  other  is,  what  evidence  will  vou  produce  on  a  point  you  hint 
at  (doubdess  of  great  importance  to  the  commonwealth  of  learning), 
whether  Mr.  Pope  be,  or  be  not,  a  woman^man  P**  Since  he  has  no 
wife  of  his  own  to  appeal  to,  can  any  of  your  wives  or  dmighters  bear 
testimony  in  it  P  Or  will  ^ou  procure  it  from  a  lady  (supposed  to 
have  some  hand  in  this  piece)  who  has  confidently  reported  he  onoe 

waswhipt That  lady  is  a  woman  of  honour;  and  if  she  affirms 

it,  the  tmnff  is  dear.  But  methinks  it  is  a  little  hard  in  you  to  take 
away  all  Mr.  P.'s  abilities.  You  assure  us,  in  the  first  page,  he  is  a 
bad  poet ;  nay,  hardly  allow  him  that,  for  you  say,  in  the  next,  he  is 
only  a  stealer  from  bad  poets  and  dunces.  (It  is  strange  he  should 
choose  to  steal  from  such;  but,  if  so,  you  have  just  cause  to  complain 
of  invasion  of  pronerty.)  You  assure  us  he  is  not  even  a  versifier, 
but  steals  the  souna  of  nis  verses.  (To  steal  a  sound  Ib  sure  as  inge- 
nious as  to  jpoint  an  echo ;  and  I  wish,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  we 
too  had  this  secret.)  In  page  18,  he  is  as  bad  as  Ogilby— 4iay,  as 
Mr.  Bowe.  In  page  13,  he  is  lively,  he  is  quick,  he  is  languid.  In 
theremainingpagespeof^  like  him  too  well;  he  has  too  many  friends, 
he  lives  at  ease,  and  is  pretty  well  to  pass.  AH  tiiis,  mv  friends,  we 
cannot  possibly  help,  and,  in  Christian  charily,  should  oe  sony  for. 
But  the  devil  is  what  follows :  your  pre&oe  sorely  complains  that  some 
of  you  (I  hoped  all)  had  been  abused  without  provocation.  But 
gentlemen  should  consider  that^  to  some  people^  dmness  is  provoking 
and  that,  in  such  case,  to  call  gentiemen  dull,  is  no  abuse,  though  it 

M  M  Who  lets  not  beaiit7  base  detraction  *acape^ 
And  mocks  deformity  with  iEsop's  shape.** 
And  a  note  mentions  **  Lady  Hazy  Wortl^  Montaga.*' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


27& 

nu^  beft  rodenesB.  Ycm  oamiot  b^  gentieineiL  should  be  treated  as 
firmiii  and  iqpiiles.  Now;  to  be  impartia],  you  were  oempaied  to 
Upag  fishes,  swaUows^.  ostriches,  didi^ppers,  tortoises^  and  parrots; 
not  yermin,  but  coiions  and  beaatif ul  creatines.  You  conmlain  d 
bemg  ranked  with  the  dullest  beasts  (yon  great  wits  have  short  memo- 
lies;  for  you  see  there  is  no  beast  in  the  whole  list)  and  with  the 
doHest  men.  Alas,  alas  1  my  brethien,  what  will  your  enemies  say 
when  you  speak  thos  of  each  other  P 

''But  I  pray,  gentlemen,  do  not  you  joursdyes  take  too  much 
liberty  P  Liet  us  lay  the  saddle  on  the  nght  beast— horse,  I  mean. 
What  nroYOcations  conld  yonr  unknown  Honours  ever  reoeiye  from 
aiur  of  tiiose  eminent  persons  who  neyer  heard  of  jovr  names,  uid 
whom  you  haye  abused  in  this  yery  poem  P  What  injury  has  beoi 
done  any  of  you  by  the  late  Bake  of  Buckingham,  whom  you  call  a 
yile  poet  and  baa  judge  P  (paffe  1.)  What  by  the  learned  Bishop 
Atierbory,  whom  j<m  call  a  blockhead  and  a  mmglerP  (page  16./ 
What  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Arbuthnot  and  Dr.  Swift,  both  wl^m  you 
exoriminate  in  your  preface,  and  yet  call  the  one  a  quack,  apedant, 
&o.  (nage  16)^  and  the  other  sometninf^  worse  P  (page  20.}  What  by 
Mr.  J  eryasi,  ms  Majesty's  principal  painter^  whom  you  call  a  breaker 
of  Godls  commandments  P 

[*  He  breaks  all  SfauTs  Uan  ezoept  tin  second.^ 

Whatby  theHigfat  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Burlington,  the  Lord  Bathnrst 
and  others  to  whom  you,  gentiemen,  that  profess  yourselyes  so  well 
bred,  haye  giyen  as  nard  names  as  the  rest  P  *Ti8  true  you  haye  at 
present  ommed  these  last  in  a  sober  fear  of  cud(;e]s  ana  ieandalum 
magnahmi  but  you  haye  set  asterisks  with  a  promise  to  replace  them 
hereafter  (paseio).  And  maj  probably  make  it  good  as  soon  as  those 
noble  lords  shall  be  either  m  their  grayes  or  out  of  the  kingdonu 
Witness  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  uid  Bishop  of  Eobhester,^^  whom 
gmilman  mam  to/iffy  Kiel. 

''But,  my  Drethren,  to  comfort  you  after  what  I  haye  said  Qper- 
hm  with  severity,,  but  the  seyerity  of  hJHend),  your  poem  is  infi- 
nitely more  inuocent  than  the  Dandad.  IV)r  in  the  one  there's  na 
nm  abased  but  is  yery  weE  pleased  to  be  abused  in  such  company, 
whereas  in  the  other  there's  no  man  so  mudk  as  named  but  is  ex- 
tremdy  aftonted  to  be  raid:ed  with  such  people  as  style  each  other 
thd  dulletto/miny 

This  lon^  potation  tdEoria  a  fair  specimen  of  Papa's  ano- 
nymoiifl  satincal  prose.  The  attack  yras  kept  up  in  seye-^ 
iiu  numbers  by  epigrams,  paragraphs^  and  mock  adyertise- 
ments^^  but  Smythe  still  continued  silent.    Pope  then  tried 

»  ''S|wedflywfirb6pi&]£ih6d,m.  n.,  tobeoontiiiiied,  AnAotfaortobe 
Jjett  Ac    In  wliich  will  be  faDj  and  fidthftilly  del&iaated  tbe  character  of 
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a  fresh  indignity,  by  connectinp^  his  Tictim  with  Moore  the 
worm-doctor— >the  poet's  old  friend  of  Abchurch-Iane,  who 
was  advertising  largely  in  the  newspapers.  In  the  Orub' 
ttreei  Journal  of  Jnly  2nd,  1780,  is  a  letter  from  the  Doe- 

tor  to  ''Mr.  J M ,**  in  which  the  writer  nnbraids 

"  Cousin  Jemmy"  with  estranging  himself  from  his  relations, 
and  bragging  of  his  wit  and  his  yerses : 

"'Tis  but  t'other  day  that  a  wit,  as  I  hear,  gaye  you  the  use  of 
half  a  doseu  yeraes;  and,  oonsm,  you  printeo^  or  soffered  to  be 
printed,  witiiout  gainsaying  it,  that  he  had  stolen  them  from  you  [see 
auih,  p.  844.]  Of  all  the  thmgs  that  can  be  stolen,  great  or  small, 
the  iuffdest  to  steal  are  the  gifts  of  God;  and  you  might  as  well  pie- 
tend  to  steal  my  skill  in  worms  and  physic  as  that  man's  knack  in 
noetiy.  ....  i  ou  did  not,  indeed,  all  at  once  seem  to  forget  your 
father  or  the  house  of  your  father,  for  you  made  the  hero  of  yoor  pky 
9kJboiman,** 

As  Moore-Smythe  would  not  reply,  Pope  was  prepared 
with  an  answer.  In  the  journal  for  July  2drd  appears  a 
letter  signed  ''J.  M.,"  addressed  to  '<Dr.  J.  M.,"  and  be- 
ginning *'  Honoured  XTnde,"  in  which  James  Moore  is  made 
to  dischdm  the  character  of  a  wit:  "I  haye  now  for  these  six 
weeks  had  the  lie  giyen  me  publicly  without  reply:  what 
think  you,  undo,  is  this  setting  up  for  a  gentleman  P  .  .  .  . 
It  is  true  I  did  go  with  something  against  F— -pe  (or  rather, 
like  a  puppy,  carried  it  to  and  fro  in  my  mouth)  these  two  years 

ibat  modest,  ingenious,  taU  yoong  man,  Jemmy  Koore  Smythe.  By  Iscaiiot 
Hackney.  Soon  wffl  be  published  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Dnnoiad,  a  Poem, 
by  Mr.  Sayage,  with  a  Pie&oe,**  ic 

"  Whereas  J.  M.  S.,  a  tall,  modest  yotrng  man,  with  yeUowish  teeth,  a 
sallow  complexion,  and  a  flattish  qre,  shaixd  somewhat  Ulce  an  ItsUan  in 
the  shonlders,  hip,  and  back  parts,  in  monming  t|»pard,  weszing  a  brown 
tie-wig;  hath  absented  himself  from  his  lodging  in  Ortnge-etreet,  and  is  not 
to  be  nmnd  at  the  places  he  nsnaUy  frequented,  supposed  to  be  disordered  in 
IAb  head,  and  to  have  gone  away  suddenly  in  apprehension  of  frlling  wider 
the  hands  of  the  physician.  Whoever  wiU  give  notice  ci  the  said  J.  M.  8. 
to  Dr.  Axbnthnot,  in  Cork-street,  Burlington-gardens,  shall  receiTe  two 
gnhiess  reward,  to  the  end  that  the  nnfortanateyoang  man  may  be  brons^t 
to  his  light  nnderstanding:'* 

**  Last  IViday,  a  very  modest  yonng  gentleman,  afiSot  M ^ofiias  S— -, 

who  had  been  concerned  in  a  libel  agSnst  an  eminent  phjsldan,  had  the 
correction  of  the  cane  bestowed  iqnm  him,  which  he  receired  with  exemplary 
patience  and  resignation." 
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and  upwards,  but  believe  me,  tbougb  I  was  about  bim  and 
about  bim  so  long,  'twas  but  as  tbe  Irisbman  was  about 
Court,  I  got  nothinff  hj  it,  and  bad  not  got  thai  neitber  but 
for  my  good  friend  Mr.  Welsted."  This  part  of  tbe  warfare 
was  tbe  only  part  that  Pope  acknowledged.  Tbe  pretended 
worm-doctor's  epistle  and  answer  by  James  Moore,  Pope  in- 
cluded in  tbe  small  edition  of  bis  works  (toI.  iii,  piurt  ii.) 
publisbed  by  Dodsley  in  1742,  but  tbe  name  of  tbe  Orulh 
Hreet  Jawmal  was  suppressed.  A  Tenr  disgusting  letter 
from  tbe  journal,  respecting  a  custom  of  the  Hottentots,  is 
also  reprinted  in  tbe  same  volume ;  and,  on  the  whole,  one 
is  led  to  marvel,  as  well  as  mourn,  that  such  producidons 
should  ever  have  proceeded  from  such  a  source— tbat  streams 
so  grossly  polluted  should  flow  from  a  poetical  fountain,  and 
flow  side  by  side  with  the  pure  and  pellucid  current  of  moral 
and  ethical  verse. 

One  more  illustration  of  this  hidden  department  of  Pope's 
labours,  and  we  shall  dismiss  tbe  subject.  Portescue  was 
tbe  poet's  legal  and  confidential  adviser,  but  after  tbe  pubUo 
and  solemn  denial  of  all  connexion  with  tbe  Orulhttreei 
Journal^  Pope  could  not  confide  this  secret  to  his  friend, 
and  we  find  what  seems  an  instance  of  how'little  Portescue 
suspected  it. 

Ward,  the  Quack  Doctor,  flourished  greatly  about  this 
time,  and,  among  other  wonders,  asserted  bis  ability  to  cure 
persons  in  a  state  of  raving  madness.  The  means  by  whicb 
be  professed  te  accomplish  this,  were  pills  made,  he  said^  of 
Pumi  JntimoniaUi,  The  Orub^ired  Jburtud^  on  the  other 
hand,  collected  a  number  of  cases  of  persons  killed  or  injured 
bv  tbe  quack  medicine,  and  inserted  a  series  of  fierce  and 
elaborate  attacks  on  Ward,  j^uroortmg  to  be  written  by  ji 
.doctor in.  Holbom.  TTpon  this  Ward  served  writs  all  round. 
Si  brought  an  action  against  the  Holbom  doctor,  another  in 
tbe  Song's  Bench  aeunst  the  Orulhstreet  Journal,  and  after- 
wards,  having  fidled  in  this  from  some  informality,  anoUier 
action  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Fleas.  Ward  retained 
Pope's  friend,  POTtescue,  as  counseL  A  pamphlet  war  went 
on,  and  Portescue  no  doubt  was  busv  getting  up  evidence  of 
the  harmless  or  beneficial  effects  of  Ward's  puis.  In  this 
state  of  thinffs  be  seems  te  have  bethought  bunself  of  Pope, 
the  friend  of  Mead  and  Gheseldeni  and  other  physicians* 
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BobertBy  Pope*iB  oLi  conftd^itial  wbHsher,  was  serred  with 
roles  on  the  8th  and  10th  of  Feoraarj,  1734*5,  and  on  the 
22nd  of  next  month  we^  find  Pope,  in  the  printed  ooireapond- 
ence,  answering  some  inquiries  of  Fortescoa  thus :  ''1  de-^ 
lenfed  this  two  or  three  posts  to  send  70a  an  answer  firom 
Dr.  Head,  of  the  truth  of  what  70a  heard.  Bat  he  knows 
no  ^cample  that  can  be  quite  depended  on,  c^  the  Pulyis  A. 
curing,  after  saj  one  began  to  rave,  or  otherwise  than  if 
taken  yerj  soon  after  the  wound.'^  Now,  uulesa we  suppose 
the  learned  lawyer  had  become  amateur  piiysidan,  this  must 
have  referred  to  some  law  case,  and,  if  so,  surely  to  Ward 
and  his  Pulyis  Antimonialis  piUsf  Pope,  we  are  satidied, 
was  kindly  assisting  Portescue  to  get  up  eyidence  against 
Boberts,  and  it  is  amusing  to  obserre  how  little  that  was 
fimmrable  to  Portescue^s  dient  he  had  been  able  to  obtain 
fix)m  Mead.  The  rule  came  on  for  hearing  on  the  7th  and 
W&st  of  Ma;^,  and  considering  the  assistant  which  Portescue 
had  chosen,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  maintained  his  case  feeUy, 
that^the  rules  ''to  show  cause"  were  discharged,  and  all  tiie 
actions  ^pped — Pope  haying  thus  appeared  to  serye  Por- 
tescue whfle  ne  helped  to  saye  his  trusty  publisher  and  the 
Grtdhsireet  Journal. 

Another  complainant  of  the  satire  in  the  Duneiad  was 
Aaron  Hill,  a  dramatic  writer  of  some  celebrity,  though  but 
small  success,  who  then  moyed  in  the  higher  circles  of  literary 
and  fieishionable  society,  and  was  intimate  with  Peterborough, 
Bolingbroke,  and  other  friends  of  Pope.  Some  notice  of  £011 
will  be  found  m  the  notes  to  the  Duneiad.  He  appears  to 
haye  been  such  a  person  as  Swift  loyed  to  ridiculje--a|>ro* 
Jeefor,  trying  yarious  schemes,  and  succeeding  in  none.  At 
<me  tune  we  find  him  secretaiy  to  Lord  Peteriborough,  then 
manager  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  then  obtaining  a  patent  for 
extracting  oil  from  beech  mast ;  next  organising  a  company 
for  cultiyating  plantations  in  G^rgia ;  afterwards  clearing 
woods  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  to  furnish  timber  forthe 
nayy,  and  making  potash  thatwas  to  riyalthe  potash  brought 
firom  Bussial  £1  this  time  he  was  cultiyatm|^  poetry  and 
the  drama,  writing  turgid  dedamatoxy  tragedies,  or  trans* 
bting  with  more  success  the  best  productions  of  the  French 
thea^.  This  bustling,  kind-hearted,  and  patriotic,  but  yain 
and  ostentatiouB  person,  had  been  acquainted  with  Pope  for 
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seyeral  yearSy  and  had  addtessed  to  him  oopieB  of  compli- 
mentary YorBOB.  He  had  vritten  a  poem  on  Peter  the  Gbeat 
— ^the  *' Northern  Czar" — gh  whidi  Pope  pronounced  an 
opinion  to  his  pnblishar  that  had  been  nuBrepreeented  to 
mn,  or  miBtrndentood  hv  lum.  Hill  made  a  remjr,  but  being 
conyinced  of  hiB  mistake  he  recanted  what  he  had  aaid  against 
Pope.  ThuB  matters  stood  betwixt  them  when  the  treatiae 
on  the  Bathos  appeared,  and  Hill  found  himsdf  classed  with 
tho  geniuses  denominated  Elyiag  FiaheSy  **  who  now  and  then 
rise  upon  their  fius,  and  flj  out  of  the  profound :  but  their 
wings  are  soon  dry,  and  they  drop  down  to  the  bottom." 
The  initial  letters ''A.  H.*'  left  no  room  to  doubt  whom  the 
poet  meant  to  satirise.  Hill  rejoined  by  an  epigram  a^iainst 
Pope  and  Swifb,  and  Pq>e  marked  him  out  for  a  place  in  the 
Dundad.  la  the  di?inp^  scene,  in  the  second  book,  Hil]  ig 
introduced  in  lines  ''  highly  beautiful  and  jpoetical,*'  as  Mr. 
Bowles  has  obseryed,  and  certainly  containmg  more  of  pane- 
gyric than  censure : 

M  Thiui  *"  *  triedy  but  hardl j  snatched  fiom  right,, 
Littmt  buoys  vp  and  rises  into  li^^t; 
He  beuB  no  token  of  the  sabler  stieams, 
And  mounts  fkr  off  among  the  swans  of  Thames.** 

The  lines  haye  since  been  altered,  but  they  appear  in  this 
form  in  the  edition  of  1729,  which  was  the  copy  seen  hf 
BOIL  Anotewas  appended  referring  to  the  former  misunder- 
standing between  rope  and  Hill : 

**  This  is  an  instance  (^  the  tenderness  of  our  aathoE.  The  person 
here  intended  writ  an  angry  preface  against  him,  ffrounded  on  a  sus- 
take,  wluch  he  afterwards  hononrahly  acknowledged  in  another  printed 
preface.  Since  when,  he  fell  under  a  second  mistake^  and  abased  both 
lim  and  his  friend.  He  is  a  writer  of  genins  and  spuit,  thongfa  in  his 
youth  he  was  goiity  of  some  pieces  bordering  upon  bomban.  Our 
poet  here  gives  hhn  a  pana^jnc  instead  of  a  satire;  being  edified  be- 
yond measure  at  this  only  instance  he  ever  met  with  in  his  life^  of  one 
who  was  much  a  poet  confessing  himself  in  an  error ;  and  has  mv^ 
pressed  his  name  as  thmking  him  capable  of  a  second  repentance.*' 

Hill  now  made  a  poetical  rejoinder.  He  prefixed  to  one 
of  hia  woriu,  "  The  Froffre«s  of  Wit,  a  Cayeat,"  the  following 
lines,  written  yer^  much  in  Pope*s  own  style,  and  with  no 
small  portion  of  ma  point  and  seyerity : 
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«  Toneftil  Aleoda,  on  fhe  Thamei^  ftir  lide, 
The  Udiflt'  pUythlng  and  fhe  Muses'  pride; 
With  merit  popular,  wifh  wit  polite, 
Ba^  though  yain,  and  elegant  thoogh  light; 
Denring  and  deserving  others'  praise, 
Pooriy  accepts  a  iiune  he  ne*er  repays; 
Unbocn  to  dierish,  sneaUngly  ^tprores. 
And  wants  the  aonl  to  spread  fhe  worth  he  loyeftr** 

Some  time  after  this,  in  JaaiuuT,  1781,  Hill  wrote  to  Pope 
on  occasion  of  transmitting  to  bim  some  numbers  ci  tbe 
"Plain  Dealer,*'  a  periodi<»l  witb  which  he  was  connected, 
and  in  the  condosion  of  his  letter  he  hinted  that  he  had  a 
"  gentie  complaint'  to  make  oonceming  a  paragraph  in  the 
notes  to  the  Dunciad.  Pope  anticipated  the  censure  by  a 
prompt  explanation,  but  one  that  only  made  matters  worse : 

''  I  never  g^ve  yoV  he  said,  *' jnst  cause  of  complaint.    You  once 
okseller'si*' 


mistook,  on  a  bookseller's  idle  report,  and  pabUdjr  expressed  your  mis- 
take ;  yet  you  mistook  a  second  time,  that  two  initiai  letters  only  were 
meant  of  you,  though  erery  letter  of  the  alphabet  was  put  in  the  same 
manner :  and  in  truth  (except  some  few)  ihote'^ten  were  Met  at  nui- 
dom,  to  occasion  what  they  did  occasion,  the  suspicion  of  bad  and  jea- 
lous writeis,  of  which  number  I  oould  never  reckon  Mr.  Hill,  and 
most  of  whose  names  I  did  not  know. 

"  I  should  imagine  the  Dunciad  meant  you  a  real  compliment,  and 
so  it  has  been  thoudit  by  many,  who  haye  asked,  to  ^om  that  pas- 
ssffe  made  that  obuque  panegyric.  Jm  to  the  notes,  lam  weary  of 
teUing  a  greai  truth,  whiek  is,  that  lam  not  the  author  of  them" 

The  poet  then  complained  of  Hill's  lines  in  the  Cayeat, 
and  conduded  by  asserting  that  he  preferred  qualities  of  the 
heart  to  those  of  the  head :  '^  I  tow  to  Gh)d  I  never  thought 
any  sreat  matters  of  my  poetical  capacity ;  I  only  thought  it 
a  litue  better,  comparatively,  than  that  of  some  very  mean 
writers  who  are  too  proud.  But  I  do  know  certainly  my 
moral  life  is  superior  to  that  of  most  of  the  wits  of  these 
days."  Hill  repued  in  a  strain  of  mingled  rebuke  and  expos- 
tulation, and  in  a  tone  of  grave  and  truthful  earnestness, 
which  must  have  made  Pope  heartily  ashamed  of  the  false 
position  he  had  taken  up : 

"  Since  you  were  not  the  writer  of  the  notes  to  the  Dunciad,  it  would 
be  unpertment  to  trouble  you  with  the  complaint  I  intended.    If  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HILL'B  KAITLT  BIPLT  TO  TOPI.  286 

imtial  leUon  A.  H.  vere  not  meant  to  stand  for  my  name»  yet  they 
were  ereiywhere  read  so,  as  you  might  hare  seen  in  Mitfi  Journal, 
«nd  other  public  paoers ;  and  I  had  shown  Mr.  Pope  an  exam]^  how 
reasonable  I  thought  it  to  dear  a  mistake  pubhdy  which  had  be(ni 
pnbMy  propagated.  One  note  among  so  many  would  hare  done  me 
this  justice. 

*'  igain,  if  the  author  of  the  notes  knew  that  A.  H.  related  not  to 
me,  what  reason  had  he  to  allude  to  that  character  as  mine  by  obserr- 
ing  that  I  had  published  pieces  bordeiing  upon  bombast ;  a  dronm- 
stimce  so  independent  on  any  otiier  purpose  of  the  note,  that  I  should 
forget  to  whom  I  am  writing,  if  I  thought  it  wanted  explanation. 

'^  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  say  you  neyer  thought  any  great  matters 
of  your  poetiy.  It  is,  m  my  opinion,  the  charaoteiistic  y6u  are  to 
hope  your  distmction  from;  to  oe  honest  is  the  duty  of  erery  plain 
man.  Nor.  since  the  soul  of  poetiy  is  sentiment,  can  a  grcAt  poet 
want  moralify.  But  your  hones^  you  possess  in  common  wiw  a 
million  who  will  nerer  be  remembered;  whereas  yoor  poetry  is  a 
pecnliar,  that  will  make  it  impossible  you  should  be  forgonen. 

"  If  you  had  not  been  in  the  spleen  when  you  wrote  me  this  letter, 
I  persuade  myself  you  would  noi^  immediately  i^Eter  censuring  the 
pnde  of  writers,  haye  asserted  that  you,  certamly,  know  your  moral 
life  to  be  above  that  of  most  of  the  wits :  at  any  other  time,  you 
would  haye  remenibered  that  humility  is  a  moral  yirtue.  It  was  a 
bold  dedaration,  and  the  certainly  with  which  you  know  it,  stands  in 
need  of  a  better  acquaintance  than  you  seem  to  haye  had  with  the 
tnbe;  since  you  tdl  me  in  the  same  letter,  that  many  of  their  names 
were  unknown  to  you. 

"  Ndther  would  it  u>pear,  to  your  own  reason,  at  a  cooler  juncture, 
oyer  consiBtent  witii  the  morality  you  are  so  sure  of,  to  scatter  the 
letters  of  the  whole  alphabet,  annexed  at  random,  to  characters  of  a 
li^t  and  ridiculous  cast,  confusedly,  with  intent  to  proyoke  jealous 
writers  into  resentment  that  jrou  nug^t  take  occasiini,  from  that  re- 
sentment, to  expose  and  depreciate  their  characters.'* 

It  was  impoBsible  to  giuiiBaj  these  obaeryations — th^ 
stood  out  like  the  prophetic  handwriting  on  tlie  wall.  A 
week  afterwards  Pope  wrote  acain,  stating  that  he  did  not 
know  the  papers  had  applied  the  letters  A.  H.  to  Hill, 
though  he  hiaa  heard  it  from  Sayage,  and  sent  his  assurances 
to  the  contrary.  He  offered  to  U9e  hii  ifffluenee  with  the 
ediiori  of  ihe  JDuneiad  ^tm  if  such  a  body  really  existed)  to 
leaye  out  the  note  of  which  Hill  comphiinedy  or  to  state  ex- 
pressly that  he  was  not  the  person  alluded  to  in  the  Dun- 
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dad;^  but  HQldedAzedhe  was  Batiafied,  and  was  willing  the 
maitter  shotdd  drop.  The  poet  again  xmzed  the  point:  ''I 
am  Texy  desirons  to  leave  out  that  note,  if  you  like  so.  The 
two  loreb  uni  oneaentlemtm  who  reaUy  took  (rndprUUed  thai 
odMon^  lean  (I doubt  not)  hrin^  eatUy  to  U*'  l%ere  is  one 
touch  of  the  foe^Bjtneae  in  this  letter,  which  has  not  been 
noticed  by  his  biographers.  He  asks  Hill,  '<  Has  it  escaped 
your  observationy  that  the  name  is  a  syllaUe  too  long  P  Or 
if  you  will  have  it  a  Ghristian  name,  is  there  any  other  in 
the  whole  book  ?  Is  there  no  author  of  two  syllables  whom 
it  will  better  fit?"  Now,  in  the  edition  of  1729  two  sylla- 
bles are  certainly  requisite  to  complete  the  line — 

"TbflQ*  *  tried, biEt hardly  siiatch'dftomilc^*' 

Ifage  reckoned,  and  reckoned  justly  as  it  appears,  that  Hill 
knew  only  this  edition ;  but  if  tlie  latter  had  turned  to  the 
editions  of  the  year  previous  he  would  hare  Ibund  the  line 
written  in  a  manner  that  d^ed  all  misinterpretation  and  es- 
cape, standing  thus : 

'*H tried  tlieji«zt,biit  hardly  matdi^ihimjic^'' 

The  labyrinth  of  error  and  confusion  into  which  the  poet 
was  led  from  not  openly  acknowled^g  that  his  satire  was 
intended  for  Hill,  must  haye  occasioned  him  no  small  un- 
easiness and  chagrin.  The  good-natured  dramatist  forgot 
the  dreumstsnce,  and  a  friendly  correspondence  was  con- 
tinued between  them.  Hill  having  dear^  the  advantage  in 
the  Dnnciad  affair,  took  occasion  to  submit  poems  and  plajrs 
to  Pope*8  revision,  and  the  latter  had  to  undergo  an  inflic- 
tion which  seemed  like  making  restitution  for  former  in- 
justice. In  truth,  Hill's  letters  and  apj^cations  became 
mtolerable,  and  constituted  a  sufficient  punishment,  under 
which  the  irritable  poet  must  often  have  groaned.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  the  Ganger  or  disafireeableness  of  awakening 
past  enmity^  Pope  would  assuremy  have  ridiculed  some  of 

*  The  note  irai  altered,  as  will  be  jeen  In  the  Notes  to  the  Dnndad, 
bookB.  In  the oonecMedUkn  of  the  poetfswoila,  1786,  the  letter  «*?" 
was  soMtnted  for  ''H;**  irai  it  was  Afterwards  iHthdrawn  and  the  H  again 
replaced,  thns  todtiy  oanftssing,  what  never  was  doiihted,  that  Hill  was  the 
par^  satirised. 
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HSU'S  schemes  and  speenlations.  His  wild  commercial  pro- 
jects must  have  offered  a  tempting^  field,  and  his  Traffic 
AMdemy  for  instructing  and  educating  actors,  would  hare 
shone  in  the  Dundad.  In  one  letter  we  find  Hill  sending  a 
draught  of  a  monument,  and  explaining  the  design  in  terms 
•that  seem  indescribably  ludicrous.  The  monument  was  to 
be  in  black  and  white  marble.  ''  About  half-way  up  a  craggy 
pa&9*'  he  says,  ''on  the  black  mountain,  below  will  bo  a 
wire  of  Tune  in  white  marble,  in  an  attitude  of  dimbing, 
obstructed  by  little  Cupids,  of  the  same  cobur ;  some  rollin|^ 
rooks  into  his  path  from  above;  some  throwing  nets  at  hu 
feet  and  arms  fiK)m  below;  others,  in  ambuscade,  shooting 
arrows  at  him  from  both  sides ;  while  the  Death  you  see  in 
the  draught  win  seem,  from  an  opening  between  hilla  in 
reliero,  to  hare  found  admission  to  a  shorter  way,  and  pre- 
sented Tkne  at  a  distance.''  Pope's  opinion  as  lio  the  9igm' 
eanee  of  this  design  is  solicited,  but  unfortunately  no  answer 
appears  in  the  correspondence. 

Hill  had  known  or  suspected  that  Pope  was  a  contributor 
to  the  Qrub'Hreet  Journal,  and  one  communication  drew 
from  him  a  singular  but  complimentary  copy  of  yerses.  A 
female  friend,  Mrs.  Butler,  of  Sussex,  died,  and  a  long  pane- 
gyric on  ilie  la^ — a  prose  character — appealed  in  the  Journal 
of  Thursday,  ifoyember  28th,  1734.  In  the  Pran^ter  (Kill's 
paper)  of  IDecember  8th  a  poetical  contribution  was  inserted, 
entitled  '^  A  Iietter  from  the  World  to  Gome :  to  the  Au- 
thor of  a  Iiad;^''s  Character,  lately  published  in  a  Thursday's 
JoumaL"  1%iis  ^'Iietter"  was  the  following  lines,afterwaras 
inserted  in  Hill's  Works  (1758),  where  they  bear  the  title  of 
*'  A  Letter  from  b  Departed  Spirit  to  the  Author  (Mr.  Pope) 
of  aXady'a  Character,"  Ac. : 

"  Sti^t  to  the  niked  jonl,  escaped  ibnn  day, 
JhoDx  cUmbts  unfSstter'd  and  dinoly'd  in  day; 
Unwaim'd  by  yanity,  imreach*d  by  strife. 
And  aU  n^  hopes  and  feazs  thrown  off  with  life 
Why  am  I  chann*d  by  I^iendahip*s  fend  essays, 
And,  though  unbodied,  consdons  of  thy  praise? 
Has  pride  a  portion  in  the  parted  sool? 
Does  passion  still  the  firmless  mind  control? 
Can  gratitade  out-pant  the  silent  breath, 
Or  a  Mend's  sorrow  pieroe  the  gloom  o# death? 
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Ko,  His  a  ^iiifs  nobler  task  of  bliBB, 
ThMt  fteb  fhe  worth  it  left,  in  pioofr  like  this; 
That  not  its  own  appknae,  bnt  thine  approTea, 
Whose  practioe  praiMS,  and  whose  yirtne  loves ; 
Who  Ur St  to  crown  departed  IHends  with  funs; 
Thai,  dying  late^  shah  all  thou  gaVst  Tedaim." 

The  conceit  of  thus  peroonafcing  the  ^'  departed  spirit/'  and 
fhe  style  of  ti^e  verses,  are  exactly  in  Hill's  manner,  but  quite 
unlike  Pope's,  yet  they  haye  often  been  published  as  a  genuine 
production  from  Twickenham.^* 

When  Pope  was  no  more,  Hill  joined  in  the  cr^  against 
him,  and  told  at  least  hd^fthe  truth  in  a  letter  to  Biohiffdson 
fhe  novelist,  whom  he  pampered  with  flattery.  The  popu* 
larity  of  Pope,  he  said,  arose  originally  fiom  "  meditated 
littie  personal  assiduities,  and  a  certain  hladdery  swell  qf 
numoffmnmif  harag  the  cunning  to  blow  himself  up  by  help 
of  dull,  unconscious  instruments,  whenever  he  would  seem 
to  sail  as  if  his  own  wind  moved  him."  Aaron  should  have 
been  content  with  the  moral  victory  he  had  gamed  over 
Pope.  He  practised  himself  many  personal  assiduities,  and 
blew  himself  up  no  less  strenuously,  out  a  collapse  soon  took 
place,  and  as  a  poet  he  sank  never  to  rise  again  except 
as  attoched  to  the  triumphal  car  of  the  Dunciad. 

»  The  Gentleman's  Magarine,  Dec.  1768,  origfaiated  the  Uander,  by 
addhig  the  words,  **h7  Mr.  P<^e.*'  The  Hon.  Chailes  Yorke  sent  the  piece 
to  Warbnrton,  and  Waibnrton  inserted  it  in  Biiffhead*s  Life  o#Pope,  stathig 
thai  it  was  addressed  to  Dr.  Bolton,  Dean  ot  Carlisle,  **  who^**  says  War- 
hmrton,  "lived  aome  thne  at  Twickenham  with  old  Lad  J  Bkmnt  On  the 
death  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Butler,  ni  Sussex,  Dr.  BoUon  drew  up  the  mo- 
ther's character ;  ftom  thence  Mr.  Pope  took  occasion  to  write  the  qvlsde  to 
Dt.  Bolton," 4c.  This  elahorste  enor  was  continued  tnr  Warton  andBowki^ 
Mrs.  Butler]was  connected  by  marriage  with  Pope'a  friends,  the  Casara  of 
Bemdngton.  The  Lady  Blount  alluded  to  hy  Warburton,  and  the  daac^ter 
of  Mrs.  Butler,  was  the  relict  ci  Sir  Thomaa  Pope  Blount,  Bart 
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CHAPTBE  VTTT. 

[1731—1736.] 

BPIBTUni  AXD  SBBAT  OK  MAX,  DBAXH  OF  OAT,  OF  FOPS^  MOTEXB,  ASD 
OF  ABBUTBOIOT.  FITBUOAIION  BT  OUBLL  OF  POP^S  OOBBESFQHDBiOB. 
LAST  YIBII  TO  LORD  FXKSBBOBOUOH. 

Thb  Epistles  and  Moral  Ebsetb  of  Pope  formed  Ms  next 
class  of  publications.  Thej  are  the  most  intellectual  and 
refined  of  tbe  works  of  his  matured  genius.  The  ease,  grace, 
and  dignily  with  which  questions  of  taste  and  ethics  are  dis- 
cussed in  these  poetical  prelections,  and  the  beauty  g£  the 
imageiT  with  which  thej  are  illustekted,  render  them  the 
most  pleasing,  popular,  and  sufifgestiye  of  all  his  productions. 

The  first  of  this  series  was  me  Epistle  to  the  Earl  of  Bur- 
lin^n,  published  in  1781.  It  was  entitled  ''Of  Taste," 
which  was  subsequently  altered  to  **  Of  Ealse  Taste,"  and 
again  to  '^  Of  the  Use  of  Biches."  In  this  epistle  the  poet 
supports  the  character  of  a  connoisseur,  and  lays  down  rules 
for  architecture  and  airdening — ^rules  foundea  upon  sense, 
truth,  and  nature,  and  enforced  hj  examples  both  of  false 
and  of  correct  taste.  The  description  of  Timon*s  Yilla,  de- 
signed to  illustrate  the  false  taste  of  magnificence,  by  which 
jpreatness  is  supposed  to  consist  in  the  size  and  dimensions, 
instead  of  the  proportion  and  harmony  of  the  whole,  raised  a 
cry  of  ingratitude  against  Pope,  as  if  he  had  attacked  a  bene- 
fiictor  in  ridiculing  the  house  and  grounds,  and  the  ostenta- 
tious hospitality,  of  the  Duke  of  Ohandos.  The  poet,  it  was 
said,  had  receiyed  a  present  of  fiye  hundred  pounds  from  the 
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Duke— an  assertiQii  wldcli  he  promptlj  denied.  He  bad 
never  leceiyed  anT&your  from  the  Duke,  **  or  fromany  great 
man  whatsoeyery  excerpt  his  subscription  to  Homer,  and  he 
had  never  been  but  twice  in  his  company.  He  denied,  also, 
that  the  description  was  intended  to  represent  Canons.  We 
have  noticed  tne  charge  and  denial  in  notes  to  the  poem ; 
but  Pope  being  under  no  personal  obligation  to  the  Duke  of 
Chandos,  the  absurd  stale  and  magnificence  kept  up  at 
Oanons  formed  a  legitimate  subject  for  his  animadversion 
and  ridicule.  The  real  error  of  the  poet  was  the  same  as 
that  which  he  committed  in  the  case  of  Aaron  Hill,  and  the 
initial  letters  in  the  treatise  on  the  Bathos.  Ete  denied 
instead  of  vindicating  the  olject  and  intention  of  the  satire. 

Pope,  with  manly  wisdom,  despised  theptrnfraude^  of  his 
Church.  He  tolerated  no  juggling  in  concerns  of  eternal 
moment.  But  unfortunately  1^  did  not  carry  this  spirit  into 
literature.  His  jM>0fi(»s,^YiiMm  are  numerous  and  undent 
Some  are  serious,  iatended  to  avert  the  consequences  of  his 
satire;  some  are  prompted  by  vanity;  and  some  can  be 
assi^ed  to  no  other  cause  than  a  delight  in  stratagem.  To 
egwvoeate gmUeeUif^  as  he  termed  it,  or  to  deny  firmly,as cir- 
cumstances might  require,  were  expedients  he  never  hesitated 
to  adopt.  The  ardour  of  comnosition,  it  is  probable,  at 
times,  carried  him  further  than  he  intended,  and  led  him  to 
over-colour  lus  pictures,  so  that  he  miffht  i^Aj  deny  part. 
« It  must  be  owned,**  said  Lord  Chestemeld,  '^ihat  Pope  was 
the  most  irritable  of  all  the  gewu  irrUdbile  oafNUi,  offended 
with  triflejB,  and  never  forgetting  or  forgiving  them."  Still 
he  shrank  firom  tbe  responsibili^  of  his  attacfai,  and  the  con- 
test between  his  iixesistible  proneness  to  satire  and  his 
want  of  moral  coura^  or  his  reluctance  to  continue  injustice^ 
involved  him  in  pitiable  and  humiliating  situations,  which, 
without  the  cant  of  sensibility,  all  must  deplore,  if  not  con- 
demn. These  results  became  more  conspicuous  when  his 
epistles  led  him  to  deal  with  higher  characters  than  most  of 
those  in  the  Dundad. 

The  name  of  Cleland  was  a£»in  employed  in  a  defence 
published  in  the  newspapers,  as  addressed  to  Ghty,  but  written, 
as  Warburton  sarcasticallv  remarks,  ^by  the  same  hand  that 
wrote  the  letter  to  the  publisher  prefixed  to  the  Dundad  ;** 
and  we  may  add  with  no  better  result.  Pope  himself  ad- 
dressed the  Duke  of  Chandos  and  Lord  Burlington,  indig- 
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aiantlj  disdaimiiig  the  interpretation  which  the  town  had 
put  upon  his  lines ;  but  neither  of  these  noblemen,  it  is 
said,  was  oonyinced.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
poe^B  regret  was  sincere.  There  was  no  malice  in  his  in- 
tentions ;  but  the  resemblance  to  Oanons  was  too  striking  in 
essential  points,  and  the  painting  was  too  yivid,  to  permit 
anTmistake  as  to  the  real  ori^n  of  the  picture. 

The  Epistle  on  Taste  was  followed  next  year  by  one  **  Of 
the  Use  of  Biches,'*  addressed  to  Lord  Bathiurst,  and  written, 
Pope  said,  "after  a  yiolent  outcry  against  him,  on  suspicion 
that  he  had  ridiculed  a  worthy  nobleman  merely  for  his  wrong 
taste."  The  object  of  the  second  epistle  was  to  illustrate  the 
truth,  that  wealth  does  not  confer  happiness  on  either  the 
ayaridous  or  the  nrodigal.  He  had  learned,  he  said,  that  it 
was  safer  to  attack  fices  than  follies ;  he  therefore  lefb  the 
great  in  possession  of  their  idols,  their  ^res  and  high  places, 
and  chan^;ed  his  subject  from  their  pride  to  their  meanness, 
from  their  vanities  to  their  miseries.  The  change  induced 
no  lack  of  satirical  power  or  seyerity,  nor  any  decrease 
of  poetical  excellence.  There  are  noble  lines  and  exquisite 
pictures  in  this  epistle ;  and  there  is,  perhaps,  not  a  single 
reader  of  poetry  who  has  not  dwelt  with  rapture  on  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Man  of  Boss,  and  moralised  in  pity  at  the 
death-bed  of  the  great  Yilliers. 

This  year  Pope  yisited  IiCfrd  Peterborough  at  Beyis  Mount, 
near  Southampton,  and  the  peer  and  poet  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded together  to  Winchester  College,  where  they  gave 
prizes  to  the  scholars  for  the  best  copy  of  yerses.  Pope  pro- 
posed the  subject — ^tfae  campaign  of  Yalentia— a  aelicate 
compliment  to  his  distinguished  friend;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
remark  that  two  of  the  prizes  were  gained  by  youths  after- 
wards well  known — Hampton,  the  translator  of  Polybius, 
and  "William  Whitehead,  a  not  inelegant  poet,  who  succeeded 
Gibber  as  Laureate. 

The  first  part  of  the  Essay  on  Man— the  mamum  opui  of 
Pope's  ethical  episties— was  also  this  year  (1782)  ushered 
into  the  world.  He  had  long  medifcated  such  a  work,  and 
employed  himself  upon  it  occasionally  during  the  pro^;re88  of 
his  other  writings.  Change  of  subject  afforded  rehef  and 
yariety,  and  Pope  was  neyer,  like  Dry  den,  compelled  to  labour 
at  the  call  of  the  booksellers^  or  to  hurry  prematurely  to  the 
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jwess.  la  the  winter  of  1729,  after  the  publioatioii  of  thci 
Dundad,  he  was  engaged  on  an  ethical  work,  aa  appears  from 
one  of  Bolinffbroke'a  letters  to  Swift ;  and  a  sabsequent  letter 
shows  that  %ree  books  were  completed  by  August,  1781: 
The  plsA  of  the  poem  had  also  been  unfolded  to  Aiterburyl 
^Do  you  pursue  the  moral  pkn  jou  marked  out,  and  were 
so  intemt  upon  sixteen  months  ago?"  asks  the  prelate  in 
November,  1781.  It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  Pope  to  shun 
the  praise  of  his  contemporaries,  and  trust  alone  to  pos- 
terity. The  foretaste  of  his  poetical  unmortality  wiui  too 
sweet  a  draught  in  the  bitter  cup  of  existence  to  be  resisted ; 
but  consdous  that  he  had  entered  upon  a  thorxnrand  difficult 
subject,  in  which  the  briars  of  controversy  and  metaphysics 
might  choke  the  flowers  of  his  poetry,  he  resolved  to  try  the 
experiment  of  a  first  part,  and  to  publish  without  his  name. 
He  also  prefixed  to  the  poem  the  following  address  ^  to  the 
reader:" 

'<  As  the  Epistolary  way  of  writmg  hath  prevailed  much  of  late,  we 
have  veatnrea  to  publish  this  piece,  composed  some  time  sinc^  and 
whose  author  ehose  this  mamier,  notwithstandipff  his  subject  was  high 
and  of  dignitj,  becanse  of  its  bein^  mixed  with  aigoment,  which  of 
its  nature  approacheth  to  prose.  This,  which  we  first  give  the  reader, 
treats  of  the  natoie  and  state  of  man,  with  respect  to  the  muYersal 
systems :  the  rest  will  treat  of  him  with  respect  to  his  own  flrratem, 
as  an  inoiYidoaL  and  as  a  member  of  sodetv;  under  one  or  other  of 
which  heads  all  ethics  are  included.  As  ne  imitates  no  man,  so  he 
would  be  thon^ht  to  yie  with  no  man,  in  these  Epistles;  particnladj 
with  the  noted  author  of  two  lately  ]f  ublished.  But  this  he  may  most 
surely  sav,  that  the  matter  of  them  is  such  as  is  of  importance  to  all 
in  general,  and  of  offence  to  none  in  particular.*' 

This  reference  to  himself  as  the  ^' noted  author,*'  must 
also  have  thrown  the  public  off  their  guard.  To  complete 
the  concealment,  a  new  publisher  was  selected-^^  J*.  Wilford," 
afterwards  emploved  to  publish  the  Ghrub-street  Memoirs. 
Wilford's  sign  of  the  ''Three  Mower-de-luces,"  behind  the 
Ohapter-house,  St.  Paul's,  was  obscure,  compued  with  I^m- 
tot's  ''  Cross  Eleys,"  between  the  Temple-gates,  or  Lawton 
Gilliver's  "  Homer's  Head,"  against  St.  Dunstan's  Church. 
Bolinffbroke,  to  whom  the  poem  was  inscribed,  was  also  con- 
cealed under  the  name  of  liselius.  These  characteristic  pre* 
cautions  had  the  desired  effect.    Warburton  says  the  poem 
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was  giyen  to  eYerj  man  except  him  who  only  could  write  it. 
Pope  endeaTonred  to  extract  an  opinion  from  Bichardson,  the 
portrait-painter :  ^*  I  had  a  hundred  things  to  talk  to  you  of, 
and  among  the  rest,  of  the  Essaj  on  M^  which  I  hear  so 
much  o£  Fraj  what  is  your  opinion  of  it  ?  I  hear  some  cry 
it  extremdy  up ;  others  think  it  obscure  in  part ;  and  some 
(of  whom  1  am  sure  you  are  not  one)  haye  said  it  is  mine.  I 
think  I  could  show  you  some  faults  in  it,  and  believe  you 
can  show  me  more ;  though,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  allowed  to 
have  merit,  and  I  think  so  myself."  Bichardson  must  haye 
been  conyinced  that  the  poem  was  Pope's ;  he  would  not  haye 
bestowed  half  the  attention  on  any  other  anonymous  work. 
He  is  said  to  haye  led  Mallet  to  the  subject  oy  inquiring 
what  new  pieces  were  brought  to  light  P  The  visitor  replied 
that  there  was  little  or  nothing  worthy  notice :  that  there 
was  a  thing  called  an  Essay  on  Man,  shocking  poetry  in- 
sufferable philosophy,  no  coherence,  no  connexion  I  Pope 
avowed  himself  to  oe  the  author,  and  the  mistaken  bard  took 
his  hat  and  left  the  house.  This  anecdote  rests  on  the 
slender  authority  of  Ayre,  who  does  not,  however,  mention 
the  name  of  Mallet.  If  the  latter  was  the  person  alluded  to, 
he  made  ample  amends  in  a  few  months  by  his  poem  on 
Yetbfll  Criticiam,  inscribed  to  Pope.  Even  Swift,  it  appears, 
did  not  recognise  Pope  in  the  Iissay  on  Man.  **l  imow 
your  hand,"  sajTi  the  poet,  Sept.  16, 1784,  "though  you  did 
not  know  mine  in  the  Essay  on  Man.  I  be^  your  pardon  for 
not  telling  you,  as  I  should,  had  you  been  m  England ;  but 
no  secret  can  cross  your  Iiish  sea,  and  every  derk  in  the 
post-office  had  known  it.  I  fancy,  though  you  lost  sight  of 
me  in  the  first  of  those  Essays,  you  saw  me  in  the  second." 
The  gflffmlouB  William  Ayre  wrote  a  commentary  on  the  two 
first  epistles,  the  harmlessness  of  which  is  attested  under  his 
own  hand.  '^We  can  give  an  instance,"  he  says,  "of  his 
Essay  on  Man  (that  is,  the  two  first  Epistles)  bemg  used 
very  freely,  long  before  he  wrote  his  last  Dundad,  and  so  fiur 
was  he  from  writing  anything  then,  to  take  atoajfjrom  the 
fame  of  the  author,  that  he  declared  he  never  would;  that 
the  author  had  used  him  like  a  gentleman,  and  was  (or  what 
without  doubt  appeared  reasonable  to  him)  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question;  in  refi;ard  to  which,  at  maiij  times,  and  on 
many  points,  he  hardfy  had  known  himseli  which  way  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


294  una  of  tor. 

lean.*'  This  acootint  of  tbe  waTeimg  state  of  the  poet's 
mind  when  his  speculationB  led  him  to  the  confines  of 
fiitaUsm,  is,  we  daimaj,  correct.  But  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceiye  how  Swift  could  be  misled  as  to  the  real  author  of  the 
ISeaaj  on  Man.  Pope  had,  it  is  true,  many  imitators,  and 
his  style  had  lost  the  gloss  of  novel^.  What  other  poet, 
howeyer,  could  haye  produced  a  work  of  so  much  thought, 
energy,  and  brilliancy  of  execution  P  All  the  points  in  which 
he  was  unrivalled  meet  in  this  poem;  ana  some  of  the 
opinions  it  inculcates—AS  the  power  of  one  ruling  jMssion  in 
conquering  reason — had  been  touched  upon  in  the  jBpistleto 
Bathurst,  published  shortly  before.  The  germ  of  the  great 
Essay  is  seen  in  these  impressi?e  lines : 

« lis  HflftYen  each  panton  sendB, 
And  diffwent  men  direeti  to  di£flBnnt  endi. 
Extremet  in  K«toxe  equal  good  prodnoe; 
Extramee  in  man  concur  to  general  nae. 
Ask  me  wluU  makei  one  keflp  and  one  bestow? 
That  Power  who  Udt  the  ocean  ebb  and  flow, 
Bida  seed-time,  harvest,  equal  comae  matntaln, 
Through  reconcil*d  extremes  of  drought  and  rain ; 
Bnilda  life  on  death,  on  change  dnnSion  founds, 
And  gives  th*  eternal  wheda  to  know  thdr  ronnds." 

The  TJniyersal  Prayer,  which  now  follows  the  Essay  on 
Man,  as  a  summary  and  application  of  its  principles,  was  not 
produced  till  1788.  It  was  undoubtedly  written  to  show 
that  the  poet's  system  was  founded  on  free-will,  not  on 
fatalism;  and  the  eager  transport  with  which  he  receiyed 
Warburton's  commentair,  intended  to  prove  the  compati- 
bility of  the  system  with  divine  revelation,  is  well  known. 
There  is  much  truth  in  Mr.  Bowles's  criticism — ^now  more 
applicable  than  in  Pope's  own  day — that  readers  hardly  think 
of  the  philosophy,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  profound  or 
specious.  '*  Scarcely  any  one,  till  a  controversy  was  raised, 
inought  of  the  doctrines;  but  a  thousand  must  have  been 
warmed  by  the  pictures,  the  addresses,  the  sublime  inter- 
spersions  of  description,  and  the  nice  and  harmonious  pre- 
cision of  every  woroi,  and  of  almost  every  line.  Whether,  as 
a  system  of  philosophy,  it  inculcated  &te  or  not,  no  one 
paused  to  inquire ;  but  every  eye  read  a  thousand  times,  and 
evexy  lip,  perhaps,  repeated,  *  Lo,  the  poor  Indian!'  Acj 
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'  The  Iamb  thy  riot/  Ac. ;  ^  0  happiness/  &c.,  and  many 
other  passages.  All  these  illustratiye  and  secondary  images 
are  pamted  firom  the  source  of  goiuine  poetiy ;  from  nature, 
not  from  art.  Thej,  therefore,  independent,  of  powers  dis- 
played in  the  rersification,  raise  the  Essay  on  Hani  consi- 
deoped  in  the  abstract,  into  genuine  poe^,  although  the 
poetical  part  is  subservient  to  the  philosophic«L" 

Many  parts  of  the  Essay,  in  sentmxent,  and  also  in  expres- 
sion, bear  a  dose  resemblance  to  the  metaphysical  treatises 
of  Bolinffbroke ;  and  a  question  has  been  raised,  and  keenly 
discussed  whether  thenalm  for  originality  should  be  awarded 
to  the  peer  or  thepoet  r  Their  common  friend.  Lord  Bathurst, 
eonfidentiy  stated  that  he  had  read  the  whole  scheme  of  the 
poem,  in  the  handwriting  of  Bolingbroke,  drawn  up  in  a 
series  of  propositions,  wmch  Pope  was  to  ampli^,  yersify, 
and  illustnite.  An  anonymous  writer,  supposed  to  be  Mallet, 
makes  a  simflar  statement,  and  mentions  a  large  pro9e  manw 
Moript,  which  Pope  is  reported  to  haye  produced  on  one 
occasion,  naming  Bolingbroke  as  the  author,  to  explain  the 
doctrines 'of  the  poem.  Such  positiye  assertions  are  startling, 
but  they  are  not  borne  out  by  an  examination  of  the  facts  of 
the  case  as  disclosed  in  the  printed  correspondence.  It  is 
certain  that  Pope  had  for  many  years  contemplated  an  ethical 
work  of  this  kind,  that  Bolingbroke  merely  claimed  the  merit 
of  haying  requested  or  instiefated  his  friend  to  undertake  the 
subject,  and  that  Bolingbroke  considered  Pope's  work  to  be 
an  originaL  The  Essay  on  Man  was  published  before  Bo- 
linfirbroke  had  written  his  metaphysical  disquisitions.  It  was 
probably  the  manuscript  of  one  of  those  disquisitions,  ad- 
dressed to  Pope,  which  Bathurst  (who  was  never  a  critical 
reader  nor  a  metaphysician)  had  seen  and  mistaken  for  the 
scheme  of  the  poem.  Pope  first  suggested  to  his  noble 
friend  that  he  should  give  the  world  the  benefit  of  his  philo- 
sophical studies.  ''In  leading  me,"  says  Bolingbroke, ''  to 
discourse  as  you  have  done  often,  and  in  pressing  me  to  write, 
as  you  do  now,  on  certain  subjects,  you  may  propose  to  draw 
me  back  to  those  trains  of  thought  which  are,  above  aU 
others,  worthy  to  employ  the  human  mind,  and  I  thank  you 
for  it."  He  then  discriminates  between  the  style  suited  to 
the  philosopher,  and  that  adapted  to  the  poet.  ''The  busi- 
ness of  the  philosopher  is  to  dUaie^  if  I  may  borrow  this  word 


Digitized  by 


Google 


206  un  07  popi. 

from  Tulljr,  to  press,  to  prove,  to  coimiioe;  and  tliatof  the 
poet  to  hint,  to  tonch  his  subject  with  short  and  spirited 
strokes,  to  warm  the  affections,  and  to  speak  to  the  heart.'* 
Hayinff,  howerer,  for  oonyenienoe,  adopted  the  epistolary 
style,  he  states  that  his  essays  would  be  written  with  little 
xefflsd  to  fiorm,  and  with  little  resenre.  ''My  thoughts,  iu 
wbftfe  order  soever  they  flow,  shall  be  communicated  to  you 
just  as  they  pass  through  my  mind,  just  as  they  use  to  be 
when  we  converse  together  on  these  or  any  other  subjects ; 
when  we  saunter  alone,  or  as  we  have  often  done,  with  good 
Arbuthnot  and  the  jocose  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  among  the 
multiplied  scenes  of  your  little  garden."  A  pleasing  picture 
in  Pope's  own  manner  I  The  mnts  commumoatod  in  these 
garden  walks  would  germinate  in  the  mind  of  the  poet,  and 
occasionally  send  him  to  his  books,  to  see  what  Leibnits,  or 
Shaftesburv,  Locke,  or  King,  or  perhaps  the  ^  divine  Plato" 
himself  had  indited  on  the  subject.  Snaftesbury's  moralities 
would  seem  to  have  been  often  in  his  hand.  But  perhaps 
Bolingbroke,  not  content  with  discursive  talk,  woula  some- 
times jot  down  his  thoufi;hts  upon  paper,  aud  tiiua  imfcld 
more  clearly  and  precisely  his  philosophical  ideas  to  his 
friend.  In  this  way,  without  supposing  that  Pope  received 
the  whole  scheme  of  his  poem  m)m  Bolingbroke,  we  may 
assign  to  the  latter  considerable  influence  in  forming  the 
poet's  opinions,  and  also  account  for  a  similarity  in  sentunent 
and  expression  in  their  writings.  Take,  for  example,  the 
fine  passage  in  the  Essay  on  Man,  epistle  first,  verse  58 : 

"In  Iramtn  wotks,  though  laboin'd  on  with  pain, 
A  thoQBand  movements  acazoe  one  pmpoie  gain: 
In  Qod*i,  one  rin^  can  its  end  prodnoe, 
Yet  serves  to  seo^id,  too,  some  other  nse. 
So  man,  who  here  seems  prindpsl  alone^ 
Perhaps  acts  second  to  some  sphere  miknown, 
Touches  some  wheel,  or  verges  to  some  gosl; 
Tb  hot  a  part  we  see^  and  not  a  whole." 

Bolingbroke's  prose  is  nearly  the  saipe : 

''We  labour  hard,  we  complicate  various  means  to  arrive 
at  one  end ;  and  several  systems  of  conduct  are  often  em- 
ployed bv  us  to  bring  about  some  one  paltry  purpose;  but 
God  neither  contrives  nor  executes  like*  man.  His  means 
are  simple^  his  purposes  various ;  and  the  same  system  tiiat 
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aziswen  tbe  greatest,  answers  tbe  least."— Frag.  48.  Again, 
in  Prag.  68:  ''In  the  works  of  men,  the  most  comnlicated 
schemes  produce,  yery  hardly  and  yery  nnoertainlj,  one 
single  effect:  in  the  works  of  GK)d,  one  single  scheme  j>ro- 
dn^  a  mnltitnde  of  different  effects,  and  answers  an  im- 
mense yarietr  of  pnrposes."  And  in  Erag.  4i8 :  ^  Weonght 
to  consider  tne  worla  we  inhabit  no  otherwise  than  as  a  little 
whed  in  our  solar  system ;  nor  our  solar  system  any  other- 
wise than  as  a  little  but  Isorger  wheel  in  the  mimense  machine 
of  the  nniyerse ;  and  both  the  one  and  the  other  necessary, 
perhaps,  to  the  motion  of  the  whole,  and  to  the  pre-ordained 
reyolntions  in  it." 

Seyeral  such  passages  haye  been  cited  by  Wakefield  and 
others*  The  same  trains  of  thought,  the  same  illostrationB, 
the  same  hanpy  expressions  and  phrases  abound  in  both. 
Bolingbroke  has  his  euriosa  feUdtaa  as  well  as  Pope.  The 
poet  tolls  us,  in  a  beautiful  couplet,  that  man  is 

"  Placed  on  this  isthmiu  of  a  middle  state, 
A  being  darkly  iriae  and  rodelj  great** 

St.  John  moralises  in  a  like  strain:  ''This  is  the  condition  of 
humanilrjr*  we  are  placed,  as  it  were,  in  an  intellectual  twi- 
light, where  we  discoyer  but  few  things  dearl;^,  and  none 
entirely,  and  yet  see  just  enough  to  tempt  us  with  the  hope 
of  malong  bei^  and  more  discoyeries."  The  Creator,  says 
Pope,  has 

"  On  nratnal  wants  boilt  mntoal  happiness." 

And  Bolingbroke  obseryes,  "  We  are  destined  to  be  social, 
not  solitary  creatures.  Mutual  wanti  unite  us,  and  natural 
beneyolence  and  political  order,  on  which  our  TiappUuiM  de- 

Sda,  are  founded  in  them."  Who  had  these  fine  thin^ 
I;,  is  the  point  in  dispute.  Pope  had  the  priority  in 
publication ;  out  might  not  his  "  guide,  philosopher,  and 
mend" — eyer  eager  to  communicate  and  to  proselytise — 
haye  dropped  the  seed  in  the  garden  at  Twickenham  r 

Tbe  stamina  of  Pope's  philosophy  appears  at  first  sight  to 
be  exactly  the  same  as  Bolingbroke's.  "  The  subject  of  the 
Essay,"  as  Warton  explains  it,  "is  a  yindication  of  Proyi- 
dence ;  in  which  the  poet  proposes  to  proye,  that  of  all  pos- 
sible systems,  Infinite  Wisdom  has  formed  the  best :  that  in 
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sach  a  sjrBtem,  coherence,  union,  enbordination,  are  neoea- 
sary ;  and  if  bo,  that  appearances  of  evil,  both  moral  and 
natural,  are  also  necessary  and  unaToidable:  that  the  seem- 
ing defects  and  blemishes  in  the  uniyerse  conspire  to  its 
general  beauty:  that  as  all  parts  in  an  animal  are  not  eyes, 
and,  as  in  a  city,  comedy,  or  picture,  all  ranks,  characters, 
and  odours,  are  not  alike;  even  so  excesses  and  contrary 
qualities  contribute  to  the  proportion  and  harmony  of  the 
uniyersal  system,  that  it  is  not  strange  that  we  should  not 
be  able  to  discorer  perfection  and  oraer  in  eyery  instance, 
because,  in  an  infinity  of  things  mutually  relatiye,  a  mind 
which  sees  not  infinitely,  can  see  nothing  folly.  This  doc- 
trine was  incqlcated  by  flato  and  the  Stoics,  but  more  amply 
and  particularly  by  the  latter  Platonists,  and  by  Antoninus 
and^  Simplidus.*'  Bolingbroke  went  no  further  than  the 
ancients  and  tbe  sceptical  onoral  philosophers.  With  him, 
ioTutUver  it,  it  ryhiy  oecause  our  moral  world  is  a  system 
complete  in  itseli,  and  we  haye  ''no  occasion  to  call  in  the 
notion  of  a  future  state  to  yindicate  tbe  ways  of  Qoi  to  man, 
because  they  are  fully  and  sufficientiy  beneyolent  and  just  in 
the  present."    Pope  extended  his  moral  yision — 

**  'Tlfl  bnt  a  part  we  aee,  and  not  a  'wfade." 

And  he  embraced  the  prospect  of  a  future  state,  pictured  by 
hop^— 

**  TOl  kngUien'd  on  to  faith,  and  imconfined. 
It  poms  the  Uin  that  fills  up  aU  the  mind.** 

These  glimpses  of  immortality  are,  howeyer,  but  faintly 
seen  in  tiie  poem,  through  the  mists  of  metaphysics,  and 
hence  a  chara;e  oifatdUtm  and  necetnty  was  brought  against 
Fope.^  Warburton,  by  ^peat  ingenuity  and  learned  labour — 
straining  the  interpretotion  of  some  ^assaffes,  and  assigning 
marked  prominence  to  others — reconcded  tne  poem  to  Chris- 
tianity, and  yindicated  and  explained  what  the  author  left 
doubtful  and  obscure.  With  posteriiy,  these  commentaries 
haye  done  littie  for  the  Essay  on  Man,  but  they  are  of  im- 
portance towards  the  biography  of  Pope,  in  elucidating  his 
intellectual  character  and  religious  opinions.  Johnson  chu*ged 
the  poem  with  "penury  of  mowlecqB;e and  yulgariiy  of  senti- 
ment," using  yujgEurily,  howeyer,  to  express  only  wl^at  was 
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trite  and  common.  The  real  yalue  of  the  work  lies  in  its 
poetry;  and  Pope  never  surpassed  the  best  passages  of  the 
Essay,  in  concise,  forcible,  and  elegant  eroression,  or  in  the 
yariety,  grandenr,  and  appropriateness  of  its  imagery  and 
illustrations.  These  are  the  ''  yaryin^  rays*'  and ''  painted 
clouds"  with  which  he  gilds  and  beautifies  opinion,  and  adds 
a  grace  and  lustre  eyen  to  obsolete  metaphysics  and  to  com- 
mon-place philosophy. 

While  the  Essay  on  Man  was  in  progress,  during  the 
winter  of  1782,  its  author  had  a  slight  attack  of  feyer  in 
London,  which  confined  him  to  his  room  for  fiye  or  six  days. 
Lord  Bolingbroke  went  to  see  him,  and  happening  to  take 
up  a  Horace  that  lay  on  the  table,  tum^  it  oyer,  and  lighted 
on  the  first  satire  of  the  second  book.  Sunt  quihua  in  ioHrd,  Ac. 
The  peer  observed  how  well  the  satire  would  suit  the  poet's 
case  if  he  were  to  translate  it  into  English.    After  Boling- 
broke was  ffone.  Pope  read  it  oyer,  tranuated  it  in  a  morning 
or  two,  and  sent 
it  to  the  press 
in  a  week  or  fort- 
night after.  This 
was    the    com- 
mencement    of 
theLnitationsof 
Horace,  a  series 
of    productions 
that  placed  him 
still  higher  as  a 
jHDet,  for  no  one, 
either  before  or 
since,  has   suc- 
ceeded so  hap- 
pily in  that  task 
of  extreme  diffi- 
culty, as  Warton 

—no  mean  judge  db.  t.  wabtoh. 

—characterises 

it,  of  "  transfusing  into  another  language  the  subtle  beauties 
of  Horace's  dignified  familiarity,  and  the  uncommon  union 
cif  so  much  facility  and  force."  Horace  was  more  uni- 
i'ormly  cheerful  and  sportiye  than  his  English  imitator. 
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who  oocaaionallj  rose  into  the  severe  deehmation  and  in- 
Tectiye  of  ^  Jnyenal ;  but  the  greater  nart  of  Pope's  paiallelB 
and  allusions^  and  the  traits  of  cnaracter  and  manners 
which  he  unfolds,  with  the  delightful  egotism  spread  over 
the  whole,  are  spirited,  easj,  and  felicitous.  The  imitations 
unite  the  yarions  characters  of  the  poet,  philosopher,  and 
man  of  the  world,  with  bursts  of  that  fierce  satire  and  in- 
dignation which  now  became  habitual  to  him.  The  imita> 
Hm  of  the  first  satire  of  the  second  book  of  Horace  is  in  the 
form  of  a  dialogue  between  the  ^t  and  his  Mend  Fortescue, 
who  was  then  in  eztensiYe  j>ractioeat  the  bar,  and  about  two 
years  afterwards  was  ap^inted  one  of  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  publication  took  place  in  Februarjr,  1788 ; 
but  Imore  this  tmie  Pope  had  lost  that  friend  who  of  all 
others,  perhaps,  he  most  purely  and  affectionatelj  loyed. 
John  Qsj  died  on  the  4th  of  December,  1732.  He  was  only 
forfy-siz  years  of  age,  but  his  constitution  had  been  enfeebled 
by  indolence  and  oyer-indukence.  He  tried  to  recoTer 
strength  by  exerdse  on  hors^ack,  which  he  continued  for 
three  monuis,  but  an  inflammatory  attack  prored  mortal  in 
three  days.  ^  Would  to  God,"  ezdaims  Pope,  in  a  letter  to 
Swift,  ''the  man  we  have  lost  had  not  been  so  amiable  nor  so 
goodi  But  that  is  a  wish  for  our  own  sakes,  not  for  his. 
Sure  if  innocence  and  integrity  can  deserye  happiness,  it 
must  be  his."  Swift  indoned  this  letter,  ''On  my  dear 
fiiend,  Mr.  Ghty^s  death :  receiyed  December  15th,  but  not 
read  till  the  20th  by  an  impulse  foreboding  some  misfortune." 
Gay  died  in  the  house  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Queens- 
benr,  who  honoured  his  remains  with  a  funeral "  as  splen- 
did," saya  Arbuthnot,  "  as  if  he  had  been  a  peer  of  the 
realm."^  Nearljr  two  years  afterwards  we  find  the  Dachees 
writing  concerning  him  to  her  fnend  the  Countess  of 
Sufiblk :  "  I  often  want  poor  Mr.  Ghiy.  Nothing  eyaporates 
sooner  than  jq^  untold,  or  eyen  told,  unless  to  one  so  en- 
tirely in  your  mterest  as  he  was,  who  bore  at  least  an  equal 

^  Thebody  wu  oonyeyed  fincm  the  Duke  of  QaeenabeRT'i  to  Exe^ 
in  the  Stnnd,  where  it  ley  in  state.  On  the  evening  of  December  28rd  the 
faitflnnflttt  took  piece;  there  were  three  monming  ooechei,  each  drawn  hy 
six  hoTMi;  the  paU  was  supported  hy  the  Eail  of  Chesterfield,  Lord  Cor?v- 
bnxy,  Mr.  Qeorge  Beikeley,  General  Domer,  the  Hon.  Lereson  Gower,  aid 
Pop&    The  Bi^qp  of  Bochestsr  read  the  service. 
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share  in  every  satisfiMtion  or  dissatisfikction  wliioh  attended 
OB.  I  am  not  in  the  spleen,  though  I  write  thus ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  a  sort  of  pleasure  to  think  over  his  good  quali- 
ties, ims  loss  was  really  great,  but  it  is  a  satisfaction  to 
haye  once  known  so  e;ooa  a  man.  As  you  were  as  much  his 
firiend  as  I,  it  is  needless  to  ask  your  pardon  for  dwellinff  on 
tUb  subject."  When  we  recollect  Swift's  anticipation  of  the 
effect  of  his  own  death  among  his  friends, 

''Poor  Pope  win  griere  a  month,  tnd  0*7 
A  wed^  and  Azbnthnot  a  daj," 

this  expression  of  tiie  ffrief  of  the  Duchess  of  Queensbeny. 
so  long  after  the  loss  of  her  friend,  is  a  strong  eyidence^  of 
goodness  of  heart  and  tenderness,  both  as  respects  the  liying 
and  the  dead. 

In  his  Horatian  dialogue  Pope  had  again  satirised  Lord 
HeryeyandLadyMar^Wortley  Montagu.  The  former  was 
geutly  dealt  with  in  this  yerse : 

"  The  lines  aie  weak,  another's  pleased  to  say, 
Lord  Fanny  spins  a  thousand  saoh  a  day.** 

The  adbriquet  of  Lord  Fanny  was  fixed  upon  the  Vice- 
Chamberlain  for  life,  because,  howeyer  contemptuous,  it  was 
expressiye  of  that  effeminacy  of  character  and  appearance, 
putly  arising  from  ill  health,  which  distinguished  lum  among 
his  contemporaries.  Lady  Mary  was  alluded  to  in  a  yery 
gross  couplet,  showinc;  that  rage  or  hatred  had  in  this  case 
diyested  the ^t  of  allmodesty  and  decency.  He  had  pro- 
bably  ascertamed,  or  confidently  belieyed,  that  Lady  Mary 
was  the  fetbricator  of  the  alleged  whipping  in  Ham  W alks.^ 

*  In  a  letter  to  Fortescne  (without  date,  hot  from  its  allnsion  to  Qay 
written  before  the  Imitation  of  Horace),  Pope  says:  "  Ihaveseen  Sir  R  W. 
(Walpole)  but  once  idnce  you  left.  I  made  Mm  then  my  confidant  hot  a  com- 
plaint against  a  lady,  of  Us,  and  once  of  my,  aoqoaintance,  who  is  libelling 
me^  as  she  certainly  one  ds^  will  him,  if  she  has  not  akwdy.  Ton  wiil 
easQy  goessl  am  speaking  of  Lady  Mary.  I  shonld  be  sorry  if  she  had  any 
credit  or  inflnence  with  him,  for  she  would  inlkllibly  use  it  to  belie  me; 
though  my  only  fkoU  towards  her  was  leaying  off  her  conyonation  when  I 
firand  it  dangoxms."  Lady  Haiy  has  a  poetical  fragment  called  the  Court 
of  Dulnees,  in  iriiich  Swift  and  Pope  are  satirised.  The  piece  seems  to  haye 
been  written  before  the  date  of  the  Imitation  of  Horace.  In  another  letter 
to  Fortescue,  liaioh  18, 1788-8,  Pope  requests  his  friend  to  caution  Walpole 
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The  town  applied  the  lines  to  LadjHary  (who  was  shadowed 
forth  as  Saopho)^  and  the  lady  herself  was  conyinced  they 
were  intenaed  for  her.  Through  the  intervention  of  Lord 
Peterborone[hy  she  solicited  an  explanation  from  the  poet,  the 
reenlt  of  wmch  was  a  denial  that  apparently  afforded  little 
satis&ction.*  The  press  was  then  appealed  to,  and ''  Verses 
to  the  Lnitator  of  Horace  by  a  Lady^'  appeared,  said  to  be 
the  joint  production  of  Lady  Maiy  and  Lcm  Herrey.  This 
retort  was  followed  by  another,  also  in  yerse,  entitled ''  Letter 
firom  a  Nobleman  at  !lmimpton  Court  to  a  Doctor  of  Diyinity." 
The ""  Letter"  is  greatly  inferior  to  the  '^Verses,"  and  was 
solely  wzitten  by  Lord  Hervey.  The  *^  Verses"  appear  to 
haye  be^  claimed  equally  by  both  the  noble  parties.  Lord 
Whamdiffe  found  the  poem  copied  into  a  book  yerified  by 
Lady  Mary  in  her  own  hand  as  written  by  her,  and  Pope 
mentions  it  as  written  by  a  Lady  of  Quality.  On  the  other 
hand,  Hr.  Chx>ker  found  in  the  library  at  Ickworth  (the  seat 
of  the  Earl  of  Bristol  in  Suffolk)  a  copy  of  the  same  poem^ 
with  a  manuscript  preface  and  corrections,  and  a  new  titie- 
pa^  prepared  "by  the  author"  for  a  second  edition,  all  of 
which  are  in  Lord  Heryey's  own  hand.^  The  internal  eyi- 
dence  is  strongly  in  fiiyour  of  Lady  Mary,  who  had  more 
yigour,  warmtl^  and  poetical  talent  than  her  noble  associate, 
and  it  resembles  some  of  her  ayowed  attacks  on  Pope.  Lord 
Heryey  and  Lady  Mary  were,  howeyer,  intimate  friends,  and 
had  one  common  interest  in  decrying  the  Lnitator  of  Horace, 
and  they  most  nrobably  combined  weir  powers  to  reyenge 
themselyes  on  tneir  formidable  assailant.  The  ^oem  is  coarse 
and  personal  in  style,  and  is  indiscriminate  in  its  abuse,  but 
by  taunting  Pope  on  his  origin  and  figure,  the  noble  authors 
knew  how  effectiiaUy  they  would  wound  him,  and  at  the  same 
time  gratify  all  his  adyersaries,  political  and  literary.    The 

againft  Lady  Maiy,  whose  oondnct,  lie  saysi  **  no  irvjn  deserves  enooong^- 
meat  from  him  or  any  other  great  perMme."  He  appetn  to  have  dreaded 
the  Infliienoe  of  Ladj  maiy,  who  was  hitimate  with  WaJ^wle. 

*  See  notee  to  ImitatioiiB  of  Horace.  Forteacne  seema  to  have  aoggested 
iome  altecatioii  with  respect  to  the  offtnsiTe  Unes.  Pope  writes  to  hhn, 
March  8, 1782-8,  "  The  affidr  in  q[iiestioii  of  any  alteration  is  now  at  aa  end, 
yq^  that  lady's  haying  taken  her  own  ffft^wftAtimi  in  an  avowed  libel,  so  M- 
fining  the  veracity  of  my  prophecy."  This  shows  that  the  *' S^^pho"  of  the 
satire  was  intended  for  Lady  Mary,  whidi  Pope  afterwaids  denied. 

*  Introduction  to  Lord  Heryey's  Memdrs. 
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poet;  wrote  to  Swift  on  the  subject,  April  2, 1788 :  <'  Tell  me 

your  opinion  as  to  Lady 's  or  Lord  •••'s  performance : 

they  are  certainly  the  top-wits  of  the  Court,  and  you  may 
judge  by  that  single  piece  what  can  be  done  against  me :  for 
it  was  laboured,  corrected,  pre-commended,  and  post-disap- 
proTod,  so  as  to  be  disowned  by  themselyes,  aftco!  each  had 
highly  cried  it  up  for  the  oth^s.  I  haye  met  with  some 
complaints,  and  heard  at  a  distance  of  some  threats  occa- 
sioned by  my  yerses:  I  sent  &ir  messages  to  acquaint  them 
where  I  was  to  be  found  in  town,  and  to  offer  to  call  at  their 
houses  to  satisfy  them,  and  so  it  dropped." 

The  noet,  howeyer,  did  not  suffer  it  to  drop,  but  in  the 
midst  of  the  contest,  June  7th,  1738,  his  mother  died.  She 
was  unconscious  of  the  warfare,  for  her  memory  was  gone, 
and  she  was  only  awake  to  the  attentions  of  her  son,  which 
he  said  doubled  the  necessity  for  his  attendance  on  her,  and 
at  tiie  same  time  sweeteaoed  it.  He  addressed  a  short  note 
to  Fortescue : 

«•  June,  7, 1788. 

''Dbab  Sib,— It  is  indeed  a  ffnef  to  me  which  I  cannot  express, 
and  which  I  should  hate  mj  own  heart  if  I  did  not  feel,  and  jet  wish 
no  friend  I  haye  ever  shonkl  feel  All  onr  passions  are  inconsisten- 
cies and  oar  yerj  reason  is  no  better.  But  we  are  what  we  were 
made  to  be.  Adienl  It  will  he  a  comfort  to  me  to  see  you  on 
Saturday  nig^    Beliere  me,  fto." 

Three  days  afterwards  he  wrote  to  Bichardson,  requesting 
that  he  would  come  to  Twickenham  and  take  a  portrait  of 
the  deceased.  ''I  thank  Gk)d,"  he  says,  ''her  death  was  as 
easy  as  her  life  was  innocent;  and  as  it  cost  her  not  a  groan, 
nor  eyen  a  sifh,  there  is  yet  upon  her  countenance  such  an 
expression  of  tranqufllity,  nay,  almost  of  pleasure,  that  it  is 
eyen  amiable  to  behold  it.  B  would  affora  the  finest  imi^ 
of  a  saint  expired  that  oyer  painting  drew,  and  it  would  be 
the  greatest  obligation  which  eyen  that  obliging  art  could 
eyer  bestow  upon  a  friend,  if  you  would  come  and  sketch  it 
for  me.  I  am  sure  if  there  be  no  yery  preyalent  obstacle, 
you  will  leaye  an;^  common  business  to  do  this,  and  I  shall 
hope  to  see  you  tms  eyening  as  late  as  you  will,  orto-morrow 
momingas  early,  before  this  winterflowerisfaded."  Bichard- 
son complied  with  the  touching  request;  the  portrait  was 
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drawn  and  afterwards  engraTed;  but  whether  from  the  effects 
of  age  too  Tisible  on  ilie  features  of  a  countenance  ori^nally 
plain,  or  from  some  defect  on  the  part  of  tiie  artist  or  en- 

STcr,  the  expression  of  the  portrait  is  &r  from  pleasmg. 
B.  Pope  was  buried  in  Twickenham  Ohurch|  and  was  car- 
ried to  the  graye  (as  the  poet  directed  his  own  remains 
should  be)  by  six  poor  men  of  the  Tillage,  to  whom  were 
giyen  suits  of  dark  grey  doth,  and  followed  by  six  poor 
women  in  the  same  sort  of  mourning.  These  Tnelancnoly 
obsequies  oyer,  the  poet's  home  at  Twickenham  became  un- 
ea^  to  him.  He  commenced  a  round  of  yisits  to  his  friends, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  months  made  journeys  to 
Cirencester,  Southampton,  Ac.  Afterwards,  a  large  obelid^ 
to  the  memory  of  his  reyered  parent  was  erected  by  Pope  in 
the  upper  part  of  his  grounds,  in  a  retired  spot,  endrded 
with  a  plantation  of  eyergreens,  yews,  and  cedars,  and  on  the 
pedestal  was  inscribed, 

AnEDiTHi.! 

M^iayx  Ofcdca  ! 

MuLOsyM  Amastsssou  I 

ValbI* 

The  epistle  to  Lord  Cobham,  which  now  forms  the  first  of  the 
Moral  Essays,  was  the  poef  s  next  production.  The  subject 
is, ''  of  the  knowledge  and  characters  of  men,"  and  the  author 
continues  and  enforces  his  theory  of  the  ruling  passion  which 
he  had  laid  down  in  his  Essay  on  Man.  Some  of  his  illuB- 
trations  are,  as  usual,  happy  and  forcible;  especially  tfa^ 
sketch  of  Wharton,  '^the  scorn  and  wonder  of  our  oays^" 
and  the  dying  yanity  of  Mrs.  Oldfield  the  actress: 

**  One  would  not,  sore,  be  fri^tftd  when  ooe'i  dead, 
And— Betiy^-giTe  thii  cheek  a  UtUe  zed." 

Pope  was  at  Lord  Bathurst's  in  September,  1788,  and  he 
wrote  from  thence  to  Martha  Bloun^— ^  You  cannot  think 

•  This  obeUek  earyived  tlie  deetnictioii  of  meet  of  the  oUmt  poetical  em- 
bdliwhmenta  of  the  gronndB,  but  dJaappeared  aome  yeais  rince.  Itwaaoon- 
templated  at  one  time  placing  It  in  the  gazdena  at  Hampton  Court  (an 
appropriate  reating-place,  and  one  <men  to  the  pnbUc),  bnt  it  was  caxried  to 
G^iall,  the  Beat  of  Loid  Hiowe  ^  Loteestenhiiei 
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how  melancliolj  tliiB  place  makes  me.  Every  part  of  this 
wood  puts  into  mj  mind  poor  Mr.  Gby,  with  whom  I  nassed 
once  a  great  deal  of  pleasant  time  in  i1^  and  another  mend^ 
who  is  near  dead,  and  qnite  lost  to  us.  Dr.  Swift.  I  really 
can  find  no  enjoyment  in  the  place ;  the  Mome  9ort  cf  unean- 
ne89  09  I  find  at  Twiekenham  tohenever  I  past  my  mother^  s 
room,**  In  the  same  letter  he  observes :  "  Idfe^  after  the 
first  warm  heats  are  over,  is  all  down  hill:  and  one  almost 
wishes  the  jonm^'s  end,  provided  we  were  sore  to  lie  down 
easy  whenever  the  night  shall  overtake  ns.*'  This  consum- 
mation the  poet  attained. 

The  year  1788  was  closed  hv  a  reply  to  Lord  Hervey  and 
Lady  Marv,  addressed  to  the  former,  and  entitled,  **  A  Letter 
to  a  Noble  Lord,  on  occasion  of  some  Libels,  written  and 
propagated  at  Oonr^  in  the  year  1782-8.*'  This  letter  is 
dated  19'ovember  80, 1788,  and,  according  to  Warbnrton,  was 
printed  in  that  year.  Its  publication  was  threatened  in  the 
following  advertisement: 

'^  Whereas,  a  sreat  demand  hatii  been  made  for  an  Answer  to  a  cer- 
tain BcaniloQs  Rustle  from  a  Nobleman  to  Br.  Sh—r— n  [Eev.  Dr. 
Sherwinl  I  this  is  to  ac^paint  the  public,  that  it  halh  been  hitherto 
hindered  Dv  what  seemea  a  denial  oi  that  Epistle  by  the  Noble  Lord 
in  the  Doth  Ckmrant  of  Nov.  22,  affirming  tnat  no  such  Spistb  was 
written  by  nim.  But  whereas  that  dedamion  hath  since  been  unde- 
clared bv  the  Courant,  this  is  to  oerUfy,  that  unless  the  said  Noble 
Lord  shall  this  next  week,  in  a  manner  as  public  as  the  injury,  deny 
the  said  poem  to  be  Ids,  or  contradict  the  aspersions  therein  oontainecl, 
there  will,  with  all  speed,  be  published  a  most  proper  reply  to  the 
1788." 


Li  the  QrulhHreet  Journal  of  November  29  is  another  of 
these  Fopean  advertisements : 

**  Whereas,  an  Bi>i8tb  from  a  Nobleman  to  a  Doctor  in  Divinity  from 
Hampton  Court,  printed  for  J.  Bob^rts,  has  been  advertised  as  the 
work  of  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Lord  EEerv^,  it  was  thought  fit  to  de- 
clare in  the  Dady  Courant  of  Thorsday,  the  22nd  insi,  that  no  ntek 
EnsiLB  was  written  by  the  said  Noble  Lord.  And  orders  were  sent 
the  last  week  to  most  of  the  publishers  of  the  news  by  the  said  Lord 
to  forbid  them  to  insert  anything  from  anj  other  person  concerning 
the  said  Epistle,  the  same  being  dekibd  as  aforesaicL" 

No  disavowal  or  retractation,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  was 
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made  hj  Lord  Hervej ;  vet  Pope  suppressed  his  letter.  He 
writes  to  Swift,  Jan.  Gtn,  1784 :  <'  There  is  a  woman's  war 
deolazed  affainst  me  hj  a  certain  Lord.  His  wei^ons  are 
the  same  -miich  women  and  children  use :  a  pin  to  scratdi» 
and  a  sanirt  to  bespatter.  I  writ  a  sort  of  answer,  hut  was 
ashamea  to  enter  the  lists  with  him,  and  after  showing  it  to 
some  peonle,^  suppressed  it ;  otherwise,  it  was  such  as  waa 
worthy  oi  mm  and  worthy  of  me."  Horace  Walpole  says 
the  letter  was  suppressed  by  desire  of  his  undo  (pU  Horace 
WalpdeV  who  had  got  an  abbey  firom  Cardinal  Fleuiy  for 
one  Soutnoote,  a  friend  of  Pope's.  **  My  Lord  Herrer,'*  adds 
Walpole,  *^  pretended  not  to  thank  him."*  Pope's  habitual 
caution  must  haye  come  in  support  of  the  recommendation. 
As  Yioe-Chamberlain,  Her?ey  was  a  fiiyourite  at  Court,  and 
enjojred  the  confidence  of  the  Queen,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Mimsfary ;  and  the  publication  (^  the  letter  would  haye  giyen 
deep  oflfonoe  to  all  those  royal  and  official  personages,  and  to 
many  others  with  whom  its  author  wished  to  stand  welL 
It  might  eyen  haye  led  to  an  action  at  law,  and  brought  tiie 
poet  imder  the  cognizance  of  Judse  P^ge,  who  was  induded 
in  the  same  poem  with  the  yjce-Cnamberlain. 

It  would  E&ye  been  impossible,  howeyer,  for  Pope  to  haye 
been  wholly  rilenl^  and  m  the  Orub^ireei  Jowrnal  of  De- 
cember 6th,  1788,  was  inserted  a  dramatic  imitation,  or 
trayesty,  entitled,  ^  Adyice  to  a  Kobleman,  the  Author  of  an 
Bpistie  to  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  by^  Ben  Jonson."  Pope 
had  taken  the  arraignment  scene  in  Jonson's  Poetaster, 
act  y.,  sc  1,  in  which  Crispinus  and  Pannius  are  formally 
indicted,  and  by  altering  and  omitting  some  of  the  expres- 
sions, and  conmuDg  the  accusation  to  one  person,  Pannius, 
he  made  up  what  he  termed  '^a  case  in  point"  a^jainst  his 
enem;^,  Lord  Eanny,  or  Heryey.  As  in  the  original,  Ean- 
nius  is  indicted  upon  the  statute  of  calumny,  ''  that  not 
hayiug  the  fear  of  rhcdbus  before  his  eyes,  he  had  ignorantly, 
foolishly,  and  maliciously  gone  about  to  depraye  and  calum- 
niate the  person  and  wntiugs  of  Quintus  Horatius  Placcus, 
taxing  him  falsely  of  railing,  filching  by  translation,"  Ac. 

•  Walpole  to  George  Montagu,  June  18, 1761.    It  waa  in  this  year,  1761, 
that  Pope's  Letter  waa  flm  pnUiahed,  being  indnded  in  Wazb^^ 
ofthepoet^swodDk 
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And,  in  condoBioni  the  oath  for  good  behayionr  is  admi- 
mstered  to  the  oonyicted  peer,  in  the  words  of  the  drama, 
and  he  is  enjoined  ^not  to  malign,  traduce,  or  detract  the 
person  or  wntingB  of  Qaintaa  Horatins  iFlaceoB,  or  any  other 
eminent  man  traziBoending  you  in  merit"  (so  the  oath  pro- 
ceeda),  **  whom  your  eniy  shall  find  cause  to  work  upon, 
eitiier  for  that,  or  for  keeping  himself  in  better  acquaintiuice, 
or  enjoying  better  firiends ;  or  if  transported  by  any  sudden 
and  oesperate  resolution,  you  do  that  tnen  you  shall  not  in 
the  next  Fbbbenoi,  or  any  honourable  assembly  of  his 
fikTOurers,  be  brought  to  undertake  the  fobswxabikq  or 
nwasrnsa  it.  Neither  shall  you  at  any  time  suffer  the  itch 
of  writing  to  overrun  your  performance  in  libel,  upon  pain  of 
being  tarai  up  for  lepers  in  wit,  and  Qosing  both  your  tune 
and  your  papers)  be  irrecoyerably  forfeited  to  the  hospital  of 
fools.  So  help  you  our  Soman  gods,  and  the  genius  of  gieat 
Offisar.    Sunqfoiurf qwiquia rumpUur ifwidid** 

The  adaptation  here  is  dose  and  apposite  enough:  ^  surly 
Ben"  had  oeen  pliant  to  the  poet's  purpose,  but  the jpla;^  of 
the  Poetaster  was  too  little  read  for  the  satire  to  be  enectiye. 
Pope  now  tried  a  different  style.  He  reprinted  the  scene, 
Horace  versut  Fannius,  accompanying  it  with  ''A  Most 
Proper  Beply  to  the  Nobleman's  J^istle  to  a  Doctor  of 
Diymity,"  bemg  an  address  to  Lord  Hervey,  written  in  the 
name  and  chancter  of  Dr.  Sherwin,  Hervey's  £nend,  and 
oyerloaded  with  Scriptural  quotations : 

Tou  say  you  are  always  employed  in  bnsmess  or  sport;  ba^ 
uider  fayoar^  tou  have  no  notion  of  either.  Pray,  my  brd^  what  ia 
your  business  r  Tou  have  no  buHneu  wUk  awf  man, — J  udg.  xziii  7. 
Yoor  office  is  to  wait  in  the  Gonrts.  Bat.  alas  I  if  real  business  was 
to  be  transacted  by  sock  as  yon,  yon  wonld  render  it  a  Oowrtfar  owls. 
— ^Isa.  xxiir.  13.  Therefoie,  I  say  as  to  business,  content  yourself 
with  what  you  are,  a  ikrub  growmg  in  the  court, — ^1  Mac.  iy.  88. 
And  as  to  sport,  it  is  a»  tfort  to  a  fool  to  do  miiehie^,-~'2tOY,  x.  28. 
You  are  the  man  that  deceiveth  his  neighbour,  and  saith.  Am  not  I  i» 
iportf-^VtOT.  xxtL  19.  But  such  sport,  my  lord,  will  ruin  your 
interest.  He  that  looetk  sport  shall  be  a  poor  «aii.— Proy.  xxL  17.  And 
you  should  take  care,  my  dear  brd,  not  to  call  forth  your  betters  to 
make  your  memment,  lest  it  beM  you  as  it  befd  the  silly  lords  of 
the  Philistines,  who  said.  Gall  Samson,  that  he  may  make  us  sport ; 
and  he  pulled  the  wholb  housb  on  their  head.— Jodg.  xvi  85.    For 
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oertainit  is  the  lordi/aoomr  tkae  noi.'^l  Sam.  xxix.  6 Thoa 

shonldst  be  ashamea  of  a  lie  before  a  Prinoe.— Eodea.  xlL  17.  let 
art  thoa  known  to  be  of  those  wha  if  not  admitted  aimrhere  else^ 
can  stfll  BDMk  lies  at  okb  tablb.— -Dan.  xL  87.  Thoa  hast  need  to 
tread  wamji  thondi  tboa  seemest  one  of  tiie  itmgkkn  tf  8i<m  irip- 
pM^^mcefy.'^laA. in.  16.  Thoukoiimade i^heamjfto he ahhorred.'^ 
jBSs.  ZX7.  Yerih;  yerilT,  ihon  art  a  nointed  diernb !— 'Ez.  zxyiiL  14. 
And  if  thoa  ait,  as  tnoa  BBjest,  only  to  one  point  trae— ^.^  in- 
terest—what else  oan  be  said  of  thee  bat  thai  tl^  ooitBiiNiss  is 
tomed  into  ooBSUFtiOK.— Dan.  x.  8. 

**  I  am,  my  good  brd,  yoor  faithful  monitor, 

"W.Sh-w— H." 

**  OUdieBtflr,  Ghfitdermas-day,  1788.** 

This  style  of  writing  must  have  been  barder  than  tnm8- 
lating  Homer!  The  ''Letter  to  a  Noble  Lord,"  bo  long 
BUDpressed,  is  infinitely  superior  to  these  in  point  and  yigonr. 
Jonnson  (who  was  partial  to  the  Herrey  rainiljO  says  the 
letter  ezh9)itB  nothing  but  tedious  maligniiy.  It  is,  how- 
erer,  a  short  and  bj  no  means  hea^y  pr^uction.  The  bit- 
terness of  the  sarcasm  is  conspicuous  enough,  and  the  marks 
of  studied  and  careful  prepu*ation  are  obyious.  Eyeir 
scandal  and  insinuation  made  against  Lord  Herrey,  b^  Ful- 
teney  and  other  political  opponents,  is  introduced  in  the 
form  of  inuando  or  explanation;  the  old  arrows  are  barbed 
afresh  and  dexterously  pointed;  and  the  letter  wants  only  a 
little  more  compression,  and  less  yisible  straining  after  effiMst, 
to  rival  the  invectiyes  of  Junius.  As  a  itf&nce  it  is  j^oor. 
Pope  committed  the  same  capital  blunder  be  had  done  in  his 
finmer  replies.  The  case  was  another  of  tiiopoetioeejiraudee: 

''I  never  heard,'*  he  said,  ''of  the  least  displeasare  joa  had  oon- 
oeired  against  m^  till  I  was  told  that  an  imnation  I  had  made  of 
Sbraee  nad  offended  some  persons,  and  among  them  yoor  Lordshq). 
I  ooold  not  have  apprehended  that  a  few  aeneralsiroket  about  a  lord 
eeribhling  eareletsfyf  a  pimpg  or  a  m  at  Uoort,  a  ehmptr  in  a  gilded 
ohanot,  fto.,  that  these,  1  say,  shoifid  be  ever  implied  as  ther  have 
\)mi»hjaifmaUee  bat  that  which  is  the  greatest  in  the  wodd,  ^id 
maUee  if  iU  people  to  iheauehee. 

"Yoor  Lordship  so  well  knows  (and  the  whole  Ooort  and  town 
throo^  yoar  means  so  well  know)  how  tax  the  resentment  was 
oamed  npon  that  imagination,  not  only  in  the  naime  of  the  Uhel 
yoa  propagated  andn^  me,  bat  in  the  eztraordinaiy  matmer^  place^ 
and  presence  in  wnioh  it  was  propagated,  that  I  shall  only  say,  it 
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seemed  to  me  to  exceed  the  bomida  of  justice,  common  sense,  and 
deoencj. 

"I  wonder  yet  more,  How  a  iadf,  of  ffreat  wit,  beauty,  and  fame 
for  her  poetry  G)etween  whom  and  yonr  liordship  there  is  a  natural 
tkjuti,  and  a  weQrgmmied  etteeu),  conld  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  a 
part  in  that  proceeding.  Your  resentments  against  me»  mdeed,  miffht 
be  equal,  as  my  offinoe  to  you  botii  was  the  same;  for  neither  had  I 
the  least  misunderstanding  with  that  kdy  till  after  I  was  the  author 
of  my  own  misfortune  in  discontinuing  her  acquaintance.  I  may 
▼entnre  to  own  a  trutii,  which  cannot  be  unpleasing  to  either  of  you. 
I  assure  you  my  reason  for  so  doinff  was  merely  tbiEkt  you  had  botb 
too  muek  wit  for  me^  and  that  I  couJd  not  do,  with  mine,  many  things 
which  you  could  with  jfoun.  The  injury  done  you  in  withdrawing 
myself  could  be  but  small,  if  the  value  you  had  for  me  was  no  greater 
than  you  have  been  pleased  since  to  profess.^' 

He  Btoutlj  denied  Having  ever  designated  Lady  Mary  by 
the  name  of  Sappho : 

''In  regard  to  the  Big^t  Honourable  Ijady,  your  Lordship's  Mend, 
I  vras  far  from  demgning  a  person  of  her  condition  by  a  name  so  de- 
rogatory to  her  as  that  of  Sappho  ;  a  name  prostituted  to  eveiy  m- 
fftmouB  creature  that  ever  wrote  verse  or  novels.  I  nrotest  I  never 
applied  that  name  to  her  in  any  verse  of  mine,  puoUe  or  private; 
and  (I  firmly  believe)  not  in  any  letter  or  eonoenation.  Whoever 
coula  invent  a  falsehood  to  support  an  accusation,  I  pitv ;  and  who- 
ever can  believe  such  a  character  to  be  theirs,  I  pUy  still  more.  Qod 
forbid  the  Court  or  town  should  have  the  complaisance  to  join  in  that 
opinion !  Certainly  I  meant  it  only  of  such  modem  Sapphoe  as 
imitate  much  more  the  iSnM^fiMf  than  the  ^MMtf  of  ^^  ancient  one." 

This  denial  ihe  poet  vras  afterwards  willing  to  forget,  and 
Sappho  was  repeatedly  alluded  to  in  referenoe  to  Lady 
Marr.  Lcnrd  IiGDrer  had  revived  the  old  scandal  of  the 
poers  ^^undertaking''  the  Odyssey: 

«  And  sold  Broome'fl  labom  printed  with  Pope's  name." 

TUm  charge  he  noteets  vrith  a  distinct  and  dear  refutation: 

''How  can  you  talk  (my  most  worthy  Lord)  of  all  Ptw^s  works  as 
so  manv  libels,  affirm  tlutt  he  has  no  invention  but  in  def amotion,  and 
charge  nim  with  selUng  another  made  laboure  printed  with  Me  own 
namot  Fje;,  my  Lord,  you  forget  yourself .  He  printed  not  his  name 
before  a  line  of  the  person's  you  mention;  thM  person  himself  has 
told  you  and  aU  the  world  in  the  book  itself,  what  part  he  had  in  i^ 
as  may  be  seen  at  tiieconduflion  of  his  notes  to  the  Odyssey.    I  can 
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only  simpose  toot  Lordship  (not  having  at  that  time  ptgtxt  ymr 
6>Mi()  OMpiflea  to  look  npon  the  inuulaikm;  and  ever  amoe  enter- 
tained too  mean  an  opinion  of  the  translator  to  cast  an  eye  npon  it. 
Besides,  mj  Lord,  when,  you  said  he  idd  another  man's  worlu,  joa 
ong^t  in  justice  to  have  added  that  he  hoM^ki  them,  which  veiy  much 
al&nikeeoie.  What  he  gave  him  was  five  hmidred  pounds :  his  re- 
ceipt can  he  produced  to  your  Lordsh^.^  I  dare  not  affirm  that  he 
was  as  well  paid  as  Mome  writen  (much  his  inferiors)  have  been  since ; 
but  your  Lordship  will  reflect  that  I  am  no  man  of  qualify,  either  to 
h^  or  uU  scribbling  so  high,  and  that  I  have  neitter  plae$i  pensum, 
ma  power  to  reward  for  eeerei  eemees.  It  cannot  be,  that  one  of  your 
rank  can  have  the  least  emoj/  to  such  an  author  as  I ;  but  were  that 
pomble,  it  were  much  better  gratified  by  employing  not  your  own,  but 
some  of  ihoee  low  and  ianoble  pent  to  do  you  this  mean  qfiee,  I  dare 
engaffe  you  will  have  them  for  less  than  I  save  Mr.  firoome,  if  your 
friends  nave  not  raised  the  market  Let  &em  drive  the  bargain  for 
yoa»  my  Lord,  and  you  mav  depend  on  seeing,  every  dav  in  the  week, 
as  many  (and  now  and  then  as  pretty)  verses  as  these  of  your 
Lordsbp.'^ 

The  spirit  which 
dictated  the  sup- 
pressed letter  soon 
Biased  forth  in  the 
meet  animated  and 
energetic  of  Pope's 
episues'— that  ad- 
dressed to  Dr.  Ar- 
bathnot  (published 
in  JanuaiT,  1734h 
5),  and  wnich  the 
poet  has  termed  a 
"  sort  of  bill  of 
complaint/'  dniwn 
up  at  different 
tunes,  but  spedaDj 
designed  to  rebut 
the  aapersions  of 
LordHervey.  The 
ABBUTHKOT.  two  most  uorfect 

,.  and  powerful  of  all 

Pope's  satirical  male  portraits  are  contained  m  this  epistle, 
namelyi  those  of  Addison  and  Lord  Hervey.    The  dramatic 
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openine;  of  the  ^m,  and  its  tender  and  dignified  conclusion, 
are  no  less  strikinffy  wliile  lines  of  exquisite  beauty,  the  most 
sprightly  wit,  and  Keenest  satire,  are  interspersed  throughout 
its  pages.  Ilie  interest  of  the  piece  never  flags,  and  the  poet 
prefterres  to  its  dose  the  character  of  an  elevated  and  injured 
satirist.  Parts  of  the  poem  had  been  written  many  years 
before :  part  was  published  in  the  Miscellanies,  and  much 
was  alteried  and  corrected,  but  the  labour  is  not  visible ;  the 
various  materials  are  worked  up  with  so  much  care  and  skill, 
and  are  so  fused  by  the  passionate  ardour  of  the  poet,  that 
it  forms  one  complete,  continuous,  and  irresistible  poetical 
appeal 

Arbuthnot  was  then  hastening  to  the  grave,  but  he  lived 
about  a  month  after  the  publication  of  the  Epistle.  The 
following  is  his  last  letter  to  Pope : 

"  Hampstead,  July  17, 1784. 

<<I  little  doubt  of  voor  kind  oouoem  for  me,  nor  of  that  of  the 
lady  you  mention.  I  nave  nothing  to  repay  my  friends  with  at  pre- 
sem,  but  prayers  and  good  vdshes.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  find 
that  I  am  as  ofilcionBly  served  by  my  friends,  as  he  that  has  thousands 
to  leave  in  legacies ;  besides  tue  assurance  of  their  sincerity.  God 
Almighty  has  made  my  bodily  distress  as  easy  as  a  thing  of  that  na- 
tore  can  be.  I  have  fonnd  some  relief,  at  least  sometimes^  from  the 
air  of  this  place.  My  nights  are  bad,  bat  many  poor  crei^ores  have 
worse. 

"Ab  for  you,  my  good  friend,  I  think  since  our  first  acquaintance 
there  have  not  be^  any  of  those  little  suspicions  or  jealousies  that 
often  affect  the  sincerest  friendships :  I  am  sure,  not  on  mv  side.  I 
must  be  so  sincere  as  to  own,  that  though  I  could  not  he^  valuing 
you  for  those  talents  which  tiie  world  prizes,  yet  they  were  not  the 
foundations  of  my  friendship ;  they  were  quite  of  another  sort :  nor 
shall  I  at  present  offend  you  by  enumeratmg  them :  and  I  make  it 
my  last  request,  that  you  will  continue  that  noble  disdain  and  abhor- 
rence of  vice  which  you  seem  naturally  endued  with ;  but  still  with  a 
doe  regard  to  your  own  safety ;  and  study  more  to  reform  than  chas- 
tise, thou^  the  one  cannot  be  effected  without  the  other. 

"Lord  Sathurst  I  have  always  honoured,  for  eveiy  good  quality 
that  a  person  of  his  rank  ought  to  have ;  pray  give  my  respects  and 
kindest  wishes  to  the  family.  My  venison-stomach  is  gone,  but  I 
have  those  about  me,  and  onai  with  me,  who  will  be  very  glad  of  his 
present.    If  it  is  left  at  my  house,  it  will  be  transmitted  safe  to  me. 

*'  A  recovery  in  my  case,  and  at  my  age,  is  impossible;  the  kindest 
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wibIi  of  mj  finendfl  is  Eathanawia.    Living  or  dying,  I  shall  always 
be  your,  &o." 

Pope's  repljy  though  tinctured  with  his  usual  self-com- 
plaoency,  is  not  unworthy  to  stand  bjr  the  side  of  Arbutiinot's 
earnest  and  affectionate  communication : 

<'JiiIyS6,178i. 

<<I  thank  you  for  your  letter,  which  has  all  those  genuine  marks  of 
a  eood  mind  oy  whicn  I  have  ever  distinguished  yours,  and  for  which 
J  nave  so  long  loved  you.  Our  friendamp  has  been  constant ;  be- 
cause it  was  grounded  on  good  principles,  and  therefore  not  only  un- 
inteirupted  oy  any  distrust,  but  by  any  vanity,  much  less  any  in- 
terest. 

'''What  you  recommend  to  me  with  the  solenmity  of  a  last  request 
shall  have  its  due  weight  with  me.  l%at  disdam  and  indifluition 
against  vice,  is  ri  thank  Qod)  the  only  disdain  and  indijgpaatioulhave : 
it  is  sincere,  ana  it  will  be  a  lasting  one.  But  sure  it  is  as  imposflible 
to  have  a  just  abhorrence  of  vice,  without  hating  the  vicious,  as  to 
bear  a  true  love  for  virtue,  without  bving  the  good.  To  reform  and 
not  to  chastise,  I  am  afraid,  is  impossible;  and  uiat  the  best  precepts, 
as  well  as  the  best  laws,  would  prove  of  small  use,  if  there  were  no 
examj^les  to  enforce  them.  To  attack  vices  in  tiie  abstract,  without 
touchmg  persons,  may  be  safe  fighting  indeed,  but  it  is  fighting  witii 
shadows.  Qenml  propositions  are  obscure,  misty,  and  uncertain, 
compared  with  plain,  fiul,  and  home  examples :  precepts  only  ^>pl7 
to  oxur  reason,  which  in  most  men  is  but  weak:  examples  are  pictures, 
and  strike  the  senses,  nay,  raise  the  passions,  and  oul  in  those  (the 
strongest  and  most  general  of  all  motives)  to  tlie  aid  of  reformabon. 
Everv  vicious  man  makes  the  case  his  own,  and  that  is  the  only  way 
br  which  such  men  can  be  affected,  much  less  deterred.  So  that  to 
onastise  is  to  reform  The  only  sign  by  which  I  found  my  writings 
ever  did  any  good,  or  had  any  weigot,  has  been  that  they  raised  ue 
anger  of  bad  men.  And  my  greatest  comfort,  and  encouragement  to 
proceed,  has  been  to  see,  tliat  those  who  have  no  shame,  aim  no  fear 
of  anvthing  ebe;,  have  appeared  touched  b  v  my  satires. 

''As  to  your  kind  concern  for  my  safety,  I  can  guess  what  occa- 
sions it  at  this  time.  Some  characters  I  nave  drawn  are  such,  that 
if  there  be  any  who  deserve  them,  it  is  evidenUv  a  service  to  man- 
kind to  point  those  men  out ;  yet  such  as,  if  all  toe  world  gave  them, 
none,  I  tiiink,  wiU  own  they  take  to  themselves.  But  if  they  should, 
those  of  whom  all  the  world  think  in  such  a  manner,  must  be  men  I 
cannot  fear.  Such  in  particular  as  have  the  meanness  to  do  mischiefs 
in  the  dark,  have  seldom  the  courage  to  justify  them  in  the  hce  of 
day;  the  talents  that  make  a  cheat  or  a  whimperer,  are  not  the  same 
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thatgoalifyamanforaniiisidter;  and  as  to  priyaie  yillany,  it  is  not 
so  sate  to  join  in  an  assassination  as  in  a  libeL  I  ^irill  consult  mj 
safety  so  far  as  I  think  becomes  a  prudent  man ;  bat  not  so  &r  as  to 
omit  anything  which  I  think  becomes  an  honest  one.  As  to  personal 
attacks  Deyond  the  law,  e?ery  man  is  liaUe  to  them.  As  for  danger 
within  the  law,  I  am  not  gouty  enonffb  to  fear  any.  For  the  good 
opinion  of  all  the  worid,  I  Imow,  »  is  not  to  be  had :  for  that  of 
worthy  men,  I  hope,  I  shall  not  forfeit  it :  for  that  of  the  great,  or 
those  in  power,  I  may  wish  I  had  it :  bnt  H,  throndi  misrepresenta- 
tions (too  common  about  persona  in  that  station),  I  fiaye  it  no^  I  shall 
be  sorry,  but  not  miserable  in  the  want  of  it. 

"It  IS  certain,  much  freer  satirists  than  I  haye  eigqyed  the  en- 
couragement and  protection  of  the  princes  under  whom  th^  Hyed. 
Augustus  and  Maocenas  made  Horace  their  companion,  though  he 
had  been  in  arms  on  the  side  of  Brutus :  and,  allow  me  to  remark,  it 
was  out  of  the  suffering  party  too  that  they^Etyoured  and  distinguished 
Yirgfl.  You  win  not  suspect  me  of  comparing  myself  with  "^^rgil 
anojEIorace,  nor  eyen  with  another  court-fayounte,  'boileaxu  I  haye 
always  been  too  modest  to  imagine  my  panegyrics  were  incense 
worw  of  a  court ;  and  that,  I  hope,  will  oe  tboi^t  the  true  reason 
why  I  haye  neyer  offered  any.  I  would  only  haye  obsenred,  that  it 
was  under  the  greatest  princes  and  best  ministers,  that  moral  satirists 
were  most  encourmd;  and  that  then  poets  exer^sed  the  same  juris- 
diction oyer  the  fomes^  as  historians  did  oyer  the  yices  of  men.  It 
may  also  be  worth  considering  whether  Augustus  himself  makes  the 
greater  figore  in  the  writings  of  the  former,  or  of  the  latter?  and 
whether  Sfero  and  Domitian  do  not  appear  as  ridiculous  for  their 
fidse  taste  and  affectation,  in  Persius  ana  Juyenal,  as  odious  for  their 
bad  goyemment  m  Tacitus  and  Suetonius  P  In  the  first  of  these 
reigns  it  was  that  Horace  was  protected  and  caressed;  and  in  the 
latter  that  Lucan  was  put  to  dcMh,  and  Juyenal  banished. 

"  1  would  not  haye  said  so  much,  but  to  show  you  my  whole  heart 
on  this  subject ;  and  to  conyince  you,  I  am  delihHBrately  bent  to  per- 
form that  request  which  you  make  your  last  to  me,  ana  to  perform  it 
with  temper,  justice,  and  resolution.  As  your  approbation  (being 
the  testimony  of  a  sound  head  and  an  honest  heart)  does  greatly  con- 
firm me  herem,  I  wish  you  may  Uye  to  see  the  effect  if  may  here- 
after haye  upon  me,  in  somethmg  more  deseryinff  of  that  approbation. 
But  if  it  be  the  will  of  God  (which  I  know  will  also  be  yours)  that 
we  must  separate,  I  hope  it  will  be  better  for  you  than  it  can  oe  for 
me.  You  are  fitter  to  uye,  or  to  die,  than  any  man  I  know.  Adien» 
my  dear  friend!  and  may  God  presenre  your  life  ea^,  or  make  your 
d^ith  happy." 

One  other  publication  marked  this  j^ar— an  Imitation  of 
Horace^  ihe  second  satire  of  ilie  second  book,  addressed  to 
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Mr.  Bethelly.a  Yorksbire  ^tleman,  whom  Pope  higUy  re- 
speotedy  and  who  was  intimate  with  the  family  at  Maple- 
d^ham.  Lord  Hervey  and  Lady  Haiy  are  again  glanced 
at ;  indeed  they  were  never  forgotten  m  any  of  the  ^oefs 
Batires^  j^nblished  subseqaent  to  1782,  though  the  desire  to 
ehastUe  u  certainly  more  anparent  than  the  desire  to  reform. 
This  imitation  is  not  one  <^  JPope*8  happy  efforts.  Its  most 
effeddye  and  pleasing  passage  is  a  desoiption  of  the  poefs 
life  at  Twickenham.  Johnson  indirectly  censures  these  per- 
sonal and  egotistic  revelations  of  the  poet.  ''  In  his  letters 
and  in  his  poems,  his  f;arden  and  his  grotto,  his  qoinconr 
and  his  vines,  or  some  hmts  of  his  opulence,  are  alwm  to  be 
found.*'  The  mention  of  them,  however,  is  seldom  msagiee- 
able.  They  present  us  with  slimpses  of  a  happ;|['  and  suc- 
cessful life,  spent  in  scenes  and  pursuits  which  it  is  pleasant 
to  contemplate.  The  poet  is  bounded  in  his  desirea— content 
with  his  five  acres  of  rented  land;  and  we  participate  in  his 
satisfiM^tion  when  he  looks  around  him  and  welcomes  his 
fidends: 

"  From  yon  old  walnnt-tree  a  ihower  iball  &I1, 
And  grapes  long  lingering  on  my  only  walL** 

Bven  his  enumeration  of  his  high-bom  and  wealthy  friends  is 
not  felt  to  be  mean  or  servile;  for  he  places  himiBelf  on  an 
equality  with  them,  and  to  the  Prince  himself  he  is  ^no  fol^ 
lower  but  a  friend."  It  is  when  the  poet  leaves  the  shades 
6l  Twickenham,  with  its  comforts  ana  elegances,  and  titled 
visitors,  to  expose  and  satirise  the  poverty  of  other  authors, 
that  he  becomes  supercilious  and  offensive.  We  then  see 
that,  vnth  all  his  fine  perceptions  and  marvellous  acutenera, 
he  takes  but  a  limitea  view  of  human  life  and  duty,  and  is 
deficient  in  that  spirit  of  true  humanity  that  stirs  the  deepest 
feelings  and  accompanies  the  noblest  intellects. 

Pope  is  said  to  nave  on  one  occasion  dedmed  the  honour 
of  a  visit  from  Queen  Caroline!  In  the  summer  of  1729, 
while  the  kin^  vras  at  Hanover  and  the  queen  residing  at 
Sichmond  Lodge,  her  majesty  joined  in  several  pleasure 
puties.  She  hunted  with  Walpole  at  Windsor,  and  dined 
with  him  both  at  Windsor  and  Chelsea.  She  also  accepted 
an  entertainment  from  the  Scottish  Secretary  Johnston  at 
Twickenham.    Pope  left  lus  house,  it  was  reported,  lest  he 
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Bhovdd  be  thonght;  to  wait  at  homeia'erpectationota  fizmikr 
honour.    Swift  had  heard  thia,  and  in  hia  "  libel  on  Dr. 
Delany,"  written  in  1729,  he  eubgiaea  hia  Mend  for  **  de- 
testing all  the  statesman  kind,"  and  for  ''  refosing  the  Tisits 
of  a  qneen."    Bnt  Pope,  who  had  joat  laid  hia  poem  of  the 
Dnnmd  befinre  royalty,  and  who  the  year  preyiona  had  soli- 
cited and  obtained  through  Walpole  the  presentation  to 
the  rrench  abbacy  for  his  eurly  bene&ctor,  Father  South- 
cote,  couldsoarcdybemtifiedatbemgheldupasdeteflti^ 
the  minister  or  amrontmg  hia  royal  mistress.    He  omitted 
Swift's  poem  &om  the  ''Miscellaniea"  of  1782,  though  it 
<<  went  to  bia  heart,"  he  said,  to  omit  tbe  beat  paaemic  on 
himself  that  hia  own  times  or  any  other  could  mive  horded. 
Had  Pope  been  ambitioua  of  courtly  distinction  he  could 
have  haa  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  access  to  the  queen, 
who  was  fond  of  being  considered  the  patroness  of  learning 
and  genius.    He  did  not  affect  such  honours,  but  he  could 
never  haye  refused  a  proffered  yint  from  her  majesty;  he 
would  rather  have  exulted,  dressed  in  lus  best  suit  of  olack 
yelyet^  hia  tie-wig  and  small  sword,  to  lead  the  gradoua 
Carolme  round  hia  laurel  circus  and  through  his  grotto.  By 
dedimng  to  publish  the  cynical  praise  of  Swif^  he  virtually 
diadaimed  it,  though  in  deference  to  lus  friend,  or  from 
some  less  generous  motive,  he  failed  to  give  an  explicit  con- 
tradiction to  the  story. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Epistie  to  Arbuthnot  appeared 
— ^vertised  on  the  same  day — came  forth  an  imitation  of 
Horace's  satire,  Ambubaiarum  eolUgia^  pharmaecpola^  Ac, 
which  professed  to  be  ''imitated  in  the  manner  of  Mr. 
Pope,"  and  is  entitled  *'  Sober  Advice  from  Horace."  7  Pope 

'  HiIb  dAj  Is  pnUiBhed,  price  la.,  Sober  Adyioe  from  Horace  to  the  Toang 
Gentlemen  about  Town,  as  deliyered  in  hia  Second  Sermon,  Ambitbaianm 
eoUegiOt&o.  Tmftated  in  the  manner  of  Mr.  P<$e;  together  with  the  text, 
as  restored  fy  the  Bev.BichardBentley,D.D.  Printed  and  sold  by  J.  Bor»- 
man,&o.— ^-M5-j«r0e<J<>Nniai;  Jan.  16, 1785.  CnrU  inserted  it  in  his  col- 
lection of  Pope's  Correspondence,  statins  that  it  was  sold  to  fbor  bookseDen 
for  sixiT  guineas,  as  coold  be  proved.  One  of  the  writers  of  the  day,  anthor 
of  "  A  L^ter  to  Mr.  Pope,  occasioned  by  Sober  Advice  from  Horace,"  Ac, 
1785,  says:  "  The  Sermon  has  done  jon  more  mischief  than  all  the  Dimciad 
peoplto  ii^gether;  or  rather  they  have  done  yon  none,  this  a  great  deal  To 
foige  «  note  under  Dr.  Bentley's  hand,  and  set  his  name  to  it,  was  of  the 
same/nature  with  Sir  P.  Strange's  crime,  and  ong^t  to  be  eaqdated  by  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


816  LIFX  OV  POPS. 

neither  acknowledged  nor  denied  this  work ;  but  it  is  re- 
fisffred  to  in  one  of  Bolingbroke's  lettora  to  Swift  (June  27, 
1734)9  and  Doddey  included  it  in  the  small  ediidon  of  the 
poet's  works  in  1788.  The  work  is  undoubtedly  a  genuine 
production  firoxn  ilie  iMBn  of  Pope.  It  is  flaeranuj  indecent, 
and  some  notes  to  which  the  name  of  Bentiey  is  aflSzed,  are 
of  the  grossest  description.  When  the  poem  was  added  to 
Pope's  works  in  1788,  these  notes  were,  howerer,  omitted. 
Erom  the  openioK  lines  of  the  satire,  it  must  haye  been 
written  after  the  deafch  of  Mrs.  Oldfield,  the  actress,  in  1780, 
and  after  the  quarrel  with  Lady  Mary ;  but  we  diould  be 
glad  to  belieye  that  most  of  it  was  a  much  earlier  produc- 
tion. Jervas,  .in  a  letter  written  in  1715,  says,  *^  I  hear 
nothing  of  the  Sermon;  the  generality  will  take  it  for  the 
Dean's,  and  that  will  hurt  neiuier  you  nor  him."  This  early 
sketch  may  haye  been  the  groundwork  of  the  subsequent 
publication,  but  in  its  present  shape  the  Sermon  is  oer&inly 
calculated  to  hurt  the  reputation  of  whoeyer  was  its  author, 
and  it  exposed  Pope  to  snarp  and  deseryed  censure. 

The  year  1780  round  the  poet  '^  neither  studious  nor  idle, 
rather  polishiog  old  works  than  hewing  out  new;"  in  spring 
superintending  the  operations  in  his  garden,  where  he  waa 
rearing  the  stone  obehsk  to  the  memory  of  Us  mother,  and 
building  fimh  stoyes  and  a  hot-house  for  ananas;  and  in 
autumn  renewing  his  yisits  to  Oakley  Bower,  Stowe,  and 
Beyis  Mount,  near  Southampton,  the  seat  of  Lord  Peter- 
borouj^h,  which  was  the  boundaiy  of  his  excursions.  Hia 
first  Lterary  labour  was  the  publication  of  his  epistle  ''  On 
the  Characters  of  Women,"  parts  of  which  had  been  lox^ 
written  and  eyen  printed.  The  whole  was  carefully  finished, 
but,  as  originally  published,  it  wanted  the  piquant  '' charac- 
ters" subsequently  introduoed — ^the  portraits  of  Philomede, 
Ohloe,  and  Atossa — ^which  now  form  its  chief  attraction.  A 
second  yolume  of  Pope's  ^  Poetical  Works"  was  next  issued, 
including  his  Epistles,  and  also  the  yersion  of  Donne's  Satires^ 
This  new  yolume  of  the  Works  was  like  the  former,  finely 
printed  and  embellished,  a  droumstanoe  which  the  poet 

I08B  of  ean.  What  ChartreB  would  not  have  done  to  get  leu  than  BOOl, 
yon  are  thonc^  to  have  done  to  get  peihape  401  or  501  Tour  friei^  aze 
quite  mute;  your  enemiiOB  talk  on." 
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made  a  pretence  of  apologising  for,  as  if  the  costly  form 
of  pnUication  was  solefy'  the  work  of  rapacious  booksellers.^ 
But  the  most  noticeable  erent  of  this  year  was  the  pub- 
lication of  Pope's  LiteraiT  Correspondence  by  Curll,  which 
Mr.  D'Israeli  las  eleyated  into  a  comparison  with  the  mys- 
teiY  of  Junius's  Letters.  Johnson,  Warton,  Bowles,  and, 
latterly,  Mr.  Macaulay,  haye  all  conduded  tiiat  the  poet  was 
accessary  to  this  puoUcation,  and  for  tiie  obvious  reason 
stated  by  Johnson,  tiiat  "  being  desirous  of  printing  his  let- 
ters, and  not  knowing  how  to  do,  without  imputation  of 
yanit;^,  what  has  in  this  country  been  done  yeiy  rarely,  he 
oontnyed  an  appearance  of  compulsion;  that  when  he  could 
complain  that  nis  letters  were  surreptitiously  published,  he 
might  decently  and  defensiydy  publish  them  himself."  In 
other  words,  he  stole  his  own  letters  from  their  secret  reposi- 
tones,  printed  them,  and  then  raised  a  hue  and  cry  against 
Ourll,  who  haying  been  fined,  imprisoned,  piUoried,  and 
tossed  in  a  blanket,  was  inyulnerabie  I  Mr.  iuoscoe  thinks 
that  such  charges  brought  against  Pope  are  unfounded,  and 
tend  to  dejB;rade  the  poet  in  &e  ^es  of  the  public,  and  mate- 
rially to  diminish  the  influence  which  his  writings  are  other- 
wise calculated  to  produce.    The  writings  of  Pope  are  safe 

•  Jobauoa  tUtes  that  the  sale  of  the  Odjseey  not  having  answered  IJn- 
tof  •  expectation,  he  pietendlBd  to  haye  disoorered  aometUng  of  fraud  in 
Pope,  and  oonunenced  or  threatened  a  anit  in  Chancery.  This,  no  doubt, 
occasioned  the  position  which  lintot  ocoopies  in  the  Dnndad,  and  the  change 
from  Lintot  to  GiUiver  as  Pope's  prindpal  publisher.  The  following  adver- 
tisement appears  in  the  Cfrub-^inet  Journal ot  2 Ath  April,  1735: 

"  This  dAj  is  published,  the  Works  of  Alkxawdeb  Pope,  Esq.,  oondst- 
ing  of  an  he  hath  hitherto  written,  and  now  first  collected  together.  L.  Gil- 
liver,  ftc  Whereas  it  hath  been  the  practice  of  booksellers  to  print  editions 
only  in  a  large  size,  which  consequently  were  only  to  be  had  at  ahig^  price, 
no  greater  number  of  this  volume  is  printed  in  large  folio  and  quarto,  with 
egpawiws  omcwieirti,  than  to  answer  the  like  imprenions  of  ike  Jbrsi  vohme 
of  his  worics,  and  of  the  lUad  and  Odyssey  (so  printed  and  sold  off  many 
vears  dnce),  at  the  same  price  of  one  gidnea.  ^ere  is  also  publidied  wi1& 
H  an  edition  of  a  smaller  folio  at  12s.,  ftc  And  whereas  Bernard  lintot, 
having  the  property  of  the  former  volume  of  Poems,  would  never  be  induced 
to  pnUish  them  complete,  but  only  a  part  of  them,  to  which  he  tacked  and 
imposed  on  the  buyer  a  whole  additional  volume  of  other  men's  poems : 
TIds  present  volume  wiH,  with  aO  convenient  speed,  be  put  in  12mo.  at  68., 
that  the  buyer  may  have  it  at  whatever  price  he  preSfers,  and  may  be  enibled 
to  complete  any  set  he  already  has,  even  that  inyseifdct  one  jpubUihed  btf 
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from  an  coatrorenial  bligbt.  A  brndred  yean  Imye  attested 
iUa  troth ;  and  there  would  be  aa  end  to  literaiy  inquiij  if 
Buch  a  doffma  were  erected  into  a  general  role  of  actum. 
We  may  dismiss  lb.  Bosooe's  &arS|  and  albw  them  to  roll 
off  in  mist,  with  Dennis's  thnnder,  while  we  look  calmly  at 
thefiEtotsofthecase. 

Pope  has  dren  two  acoonnts  of  this  surreptitioas  publica- 
tion. The  first  is  a  statement  drawn  up  at  the  tune,  and 
printed  without  his  name,  entitled  '^A  True  Narratiye  of 
the  Method  hj  which  Mr.  Pope's  Letters  haye  been  pub* 
lished."  The  second  is  contained  in  the  preface  to  the 
genuine  edition  of  his  correspondence  in  1787.  In  both  of 
tnese  we  are  informed  that  after  the  publication  of  the 
Oromwdl  coneepondence  in  1727  [more  correctl]^  in  1726]' 
tiie  poet  recallea  from  his  finends  the  letten  wmch  he  had 
writteoi  te  difEarent  conespondentSi  of  many  of  which  he  had 
kept  no  copies. 

''He  was  sony  (sajs  the  Preface)  to  find  the  nmnber  so  mat,  but 
inmiediately  lessened  it  by  bmning  three  parts  in  fonr  of  Siem:  the 
rest  he  spared^  not  in  ai^  preference  of  their  style  or  wxitui(N  but 
merdy  as  they  preserved  the  memorr  of  some  £rii:idships  whiw  will 
ever  be  dear  to  nim,  or  set  in  a  tme  light  some  matters  of  fact  firom 
iddoh  the  scribblers  of  the  times  had  taken  occasion  to  asperse  either 
his  friends  or  himsell  He  therefore  kid  br  tiie  originals,  t(M;ether 
with  those  of  his  correspondents,  and  caosea  a  copy  to  be  taJoan  to 
deposit  in  the  library  of  a  noUe  friend.'' 

The  ^True  Nairatiye"  stetes  the  case  somewhat  dif- 
ferently: 

"  Some  of  his  Mends  advised  him  to  print  a  ooUection  himself^  to 
prevent  a  worse ;  but  this  he  would  ^y  no  means  agree  to.  However^ 
as  some  of  tiie  letters  served  to  revive  several  ^ast  scenes  of  friend- 
ship, and  others  to  dear  the  truth  of  facts  in  which  he  had  been  mis- 
represented l^  the  common  scribblers,  he  was  induced  to  preserve  a 
few  of  his  own  letters  as  well  as  of  his  friends.  These,  as  I  have 
been  told,  he  inserted  in  two  books,  some  oriffinals^  other  copies,  with 
a  few  notes  and  ertraots  here  and  there  added.    In  the  same  books 

•  "Kothing  has  appeared  in  print  rinoe  your  d^Mrton,  vnleM  it  be  some 
mnstmxnniah  pamphlets,  beings  of  a  snmmer^s  ni|^t  ...  I  bog  Mr.  Pope*s 
paidoD,  tome  of  whose  letten  to  Mr.  CromweU  were  snneptltioiisly  printed 
by  Onril;  and  yet,  thon^  writ  caralen  and  nnoorrected,  ftiU  of  wit  and 
gaiety.**— Thomson  to  Aaron  Hfll,  October  20, 1726. 
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he  oanflod  to  be  copied  some  small  pieces  in  yerse  and  pxose,  either  of 
his  own  or  his  correspondents'f  which,  though  not  finished  enough  for 
the  vabUo,  were  sooh  as  the  partiality  of  any  friend  woDld  be  sorry  to 
be  OBprhred  of.  To  this  purpose  an  amanneiuris  or  two  were  em- 
plqyea  by  Mr.  Pope,  when  the  books  were  in  the  coontiy,  and  by  the 
End  of  Uzford  when  they  were  in  town.'' 

It  will  be  obeerved  <hat  there  is  a  discrepanejr  between 
tbeee  statementSi  though  the  similarity  in  expreflsion  is  ded- 
Biye  as  to  their  common  aatliorBhip,  of  whicb  there  is  also 
other  proof.  In  the  Frefiu^^  Pope  states  that  the  mann- 
script  in  Lord  Oxford's  library  was  simply  a  copy  from^  the 
originals;  while  in  the  Tme  Nairatiye  ne  represents  it  as 
composed  J[Mtftly  of  orimials  and  parUy  of  copies.  The 
chazge  agamst  Oorll  is  tiiat  he  pubJished  letters  Dlundered 
from  these  MSS.  whether  original  or  copied — ana  here  be- 
gins the  first  scene  in  the  literary  plot  or  drama^  which,  like 
the  Ohoms  in  the  ancient  theatres,  we  proceed  to  unfold. 

It  appears  that  in  1788  Curll,  haying  an  intention  of  pub- 
lishing a  life  of  Pope,  solicited  information  by  an  adyertise- 
ment  in  the  newspapers ;  and  on  the  Uth  of  October  be 
receiyed  a  communication  sicned  P.  T.,  which  professed  to  be 
written  by  a  person  who  nad  been  well  acquainted  with 
Pope's  fieiuier,  and  with  himself  in  his  early  days.  IMb 
P.  T.  giyes  the  following  account  of  the  elder  Pope: 

**It  is  certaiDy  some  late  pamphlets  are  not  fair  in  respect  to  his 
Mher,  who  was  of  the  younger  oranch  of  a  fiamly  in  ffood  repute  in 
Ireland,  and  rekted  to  uie  Lords  Downe,  formerly  of  toe  same  name. 
He  was  (as  he  hath  told  me  hhnselfy  and  he  was  yery  dilTerent  from 
his  son,  a  modest  and  plain  honest  man)  a  posthumous  son,  and  left 
HtUe  proyided  for,  his  elder  brother  haying  what  small  estote  thoe 
was,  who  afterwards  studied  and  died  at  CMord.  He  was  put  to  a 
merchant  in  Planders,  and  aoquired  a  moderate  fortune  by  merohan« 
dis^  which  he  qmtted  at  the  Eeydution  in  yeiy  good  drcunstanoes, 
snd  retired  to  Wmdsor  Porest,  where  he  porcnased  a  small  estate 
and  took  great  delu^t  in  husbandry  and  gardens.  His  mother  was 
one  of  seyenteen  chiUren  of  W.  Tomor,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Boifit  Hall 

in  the Biding  of  Yorkshire.    Two  of  her  brothers  were  killed  in 

the  ci?il  wars.  This  is  a  true  account  of  Mr.  Pope's  famOy  and 
parentage.  Of  his  manners  I  cannot  giye  so  good  an  one;  yet  as  I 
would  not  wrong  any  man,  both  onght  to  be  nue;  and  if  such  be 
your  desiffu,  I  nw  serve  you  in  it,  not  entering  into  anythinff-in  any- 
wise libeuous.    tou  may  pl^se  to  dkeot  an  answer  to  the  IMy  Ad- 
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▼ertaser  this  daj  se'imiglity  in  ilieae  terms— H  0.  hath  leoexfed  a 
letter,  and  will  comply  inth  P.  T/' 

This  18  nearly  the  same  aoocnmt  which  Pope  himself  gaye 
of  his  family  in  a  note  on  the  Epistle  to  Arbuthnot,  publidied 
tiie  following  year,  but  which  has  not  been  snppoited  by  any 
other  testimony,  and  which  his  consini  Mr.  Pottinger,  oisbe- 
lieyed.  Onrll  complied  with  the  request  of  P.  T.,  and  received 
from  him  a  second  letter  dated  Im*.  16,  in  whidi  he  states, 
^  apropoi  to  Pope's  life,"  that  there  had  fallen  into  his  hands 
a  large  collection  of  the  poefs  letters  from  the  former  purt  of 
his  £iys  to  tiie  year  1727: 

^'l^ey  will  malte  a  foor  or  fire  shillkiff  book,  j^  I  expect  no  more 
than  what  will  barely  pay  a  transcriber,  that  the  oriffinals  may  be  pre- 
senred  in  mine  or  yomr  hands  to  Tonoh  the  troth  of  them.  I  am  of 
opinion  these  alone  will  contain  his  whole  histoir,  if  yon  add  to  them 
what  yon  formerly  printed  of  those  to  Hemr  Cromwell,  Esq.  Bnt 
yon  must  pnt  ont  an  adyertisemenj^  f (ff  otherwise  I  shall  not  be 
justified  to  some  people  who  have  mflnenoe  and  on  whom  1  haye 
some  dependence." 

One  would  haye  expected  to  find  Ourll  eagerly  ayailing 
himself  of  the  offer  ot  ^ke  richest  priyate  correspondence 
that  oyer  came  within  reach  of  his  grasping  hand;  but  he 
says  that  as  P.  T.  did  not  call  on  him  he  allowed  the  matter 
to  lie  dormant  for  nearly  two  years — strictly,  from  Noyem- 
ber,  1788,  to  March,  1786.  At  the  latter  period,  on  arrang- 
ing some  papers,  he  turned  up  the  cop^  of  the  adyertisement 
sent  by  P.T.,  and  hefeniiiio  Pope^  with  a  letter  solidtinga 
meeting  that  they  might  ''dose  all  differences,"  and  men- 
tioning that  he  had  some  other  ^pers  in  the  hand  of  P.  T. 
relating  to  the  poet's  fian^,  which  he  would  show  him  if  he 
desired  a  sight  of  them.  He  also  stated  that  as  the  letters  to 
Mr.  Cromwell  were  out  of  print  he  intended  to  print  them 
"  yery  beautifully  in  an  octayo  ydume."  Pope  replied  by  an 
adyemsement  in  three  Afferent  journals,  certifying  that  Mr. 
P.  haying  neyer  had,  nor  intendii^  erer  to  liaye,  any  cor- 
respond^ce  with  E.  0.,  giyes  lus  CTidence  in  this  manner: 
that  he  knows  no  such  person  as  P.  T.,  that  he  thinks  no 
man  has  any  such  collection;  that  he  believes  the  whole  to 
be  a  foisery,  and  ihall  not  trouble  Timie\f  at  M  about  U. 
This  promsed  indifference  of  tiie  poet  concerning  a  matter 
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on  whicli  lie  felt  so  keenly,  is  in  itself  a  suspiciooB  circom* 
stance.  P.  T.  then  writes  to  Gurll,  stating  that  he  had  seen 
Mr.  Pope's  adyertisement,  and  complaining  that  GuiU  had 
betrayed  him  to  "  Si^aire  Pope.'*  But  both  of  them,  he  said, 
wonld  soon  be  conyinced  that  it  was  no  forgery ;  ''for,"  he 
adds,  ^  since  yon  would  not  comply  with  my  proiK)sal  to  ad- 
yertise,  Ihave printed  them  at  my  oum  expeneCf  being  adyised 
that  I  could  safely  do  so.  I  would  still  ^ye  you  the  pre- 
ference  if  you  will  pay  the  pu^er  and  pnnt,  and  aUow  me 
handsomely  for  the  copy."  He  demanded  SI.  a  score  for 
the  printed  books,  and  that  the  sum  of  761.  should  be  paid 
down.  He  also  appointed  a  meeting  with  Curll  at  the  Kose 
Tsyem,  when  he  said  a  person  womd  attend  and  show  him 
the  nrinted  sheets.  On  the  day  named  for  the  meeting 
Curll  receiyed  another  letter  from  P.  T.,  countermanding  the 
interyiew,  as  he  was  afraid  that  Mr.  Po^e  would  send  some 
of  his  Twickenham  brayos  to  assault  him ;  ''  but  how  Mr. 
Pope  was  to  know  of  this  meeting,"  said  Ourll, ''  was  the 
cream  of  the  jest."  The  dauntless  Curll  sent  word  that  he 
commiserated  nis  fears,  but  that  for  his  own  part  he  did  not 
dread  any  assassination  from  Mr.  Pope,  eyen  though  it  were 
a  poetical  one  I 

A  new  actor  was  now  brought  upon  the  stage.  On  the 
7th  of  May  a  ''short  squat  man,"  wearing  a  clergyman's 
gown,  with  a  large  lawn  barrister's  band  on  his  neck— a 
mtesque  mixture  of  clerical  and  lesal  costume — came  to 
Curll's  house  about  ten  o'clock  at  ni^ht.  He  showed  him  a 
copy  of  the  book  in  sheets,  almost  Snishedf  and  dboui  a  dozen 
of  the  original  Utterif  and  promised  that  he  should  haye  the 
whole  at  their  next  meeting.  This  pseudo-parson  called 
himself  Smythe,  and  said  he  was  a  cousm  of  P.  T.^^    Seyeral 

>•  Zuom  Wondale,  a  painter,  leemSi  from  the  infbmutioii  of  Dr.  Johnson 
and  Geotge  Fkidlmer,  the  Dablln  publisher,  to  haye  been  the  messenger 
employed  on  this  missioo.  He  had  been  apprantioed  to  Kneller,  bnt  maiiT- 
Ing  8&  Godfrey's  nSeoe,  wUihoat  his  oonsent,  he  was  dismissed.  **Onthe 
xepntation,  howerer^  of  that  education,  by  his  singhig,  excellent  mimicry, 
and  fiK9etk»B  s^it,  he  gained  patrons  and  bosiness.**— TTo^poVt  Amoiotu 
of  PaMmg.  Wondale  had  gone  to  Ireland  with  another  artist  named 
Linds,  and  Swift,  in  one  of  his  letters,  terms  them  a  brace  of  monsten,  who 
wero  celled  in  DnbUn,  in  print,  **  blasters,  or  blssphemers,  or  bacchanalians.'^ 
Wondale  dedazed  that  he  was  the  messenger  who  carried,  by  Pope's  di* 
lectSoDi,  the  books  to  Cnrll,  bnt  his  yerad^,  Johnson  says,  was  yerj 
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letters  passed  between  tbe  parties,  in  whicb  Cnrll  was  par- 
tioalarly  ur^ed  to  adyertise  the  volnine.  In  one  of  tnese 
oommunications  P.  T.  states  that  he  obtained  tiie  letters 
from  an  old  gentleman  whom  he  tiins  describes: 

''He  is  no  man  of  quilitj,  but  oonyetsant  with  many,  and  hanpen- 
ing  to  be  conoemed  with  a  noblo  Jjotd  (a  friend  of  mi.  Popcr  s)  in 
himding  to  the  press  his  letters  to  Wycherleyv  he  got  some  copies 
oyer  a^  aboye.  This  incident  first  put  into  hu  head  the  thon^  of 
collecting  more,  and  afterwards  findmg  jou  did  not  comply  in  prmting 
his  adyertisement,  he  went  on  with  it  bj  himself.  Fonnd  Cromwell's 
answers  in  the  same  Lord's  possession,  wilh  many  others,  which  he 
prhited  as  near  as  possible  to  correspond  with  the  letter  and  paper/' &C. 

At  len^h  CurU  obtained  fifty  copies  of  the  book,  though 
wanting  titles  and  prefiboes.  These  were  promised,  ahmff 
with  the  original  MlBS.,  by  the  two  negotiators,  and  OuiS, 
on  the  faith  of  what  he  had  obtained  and  what  was  promised, 
issued  an  adyertisement  in  his  nsual  lofty  sfyle : 

''This  day  are  published,  and  most  beantifnlly  minted,  price fiye 
diillinsn,  Mb.  Pern's  LiXBBAST  CoBBXspoiTOEVCB  mr  T^ 
from  1/0^  to  1734.  Bemg  a  CoUection  of  Letters,  rqrolady  o^^ 
written  to  him  by  the  Bight  Honourable  the  late  EacL  of  Bali&x, 
Earl  of  Burlington,  Secretuy  Cragn,  Sir  William  Tromhull,  Honour- 
able J.  C,  GeDueral  *  *  *,  Honourable  Bobert  Digby,  Esq.,  Honour- 
aUe  Edward  Bbunt,  Esq.,  Mr.  Addison,  Mr.  Gongreye,  Mr.  Wycher- 
ley,  Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Stede,  Mr.  Gay,  Mr.  Jenras,  Dr.  Arbutimot, 
Dean  Berkeley,  Dean  PameQe,  &c.  Also  letters  nom  Mr.  Pope  to 
"hba.  ArabellaTermor,  and  many  other  ladies.  With  the  respectiye 
answers  df  each  correspondeni  Printed  for  E.  Ourll,  in  Bose-street^ 
Goyent-garden,  and  sold  by  all  booksellers.  NJB.  The  original  Ma- 
nuscripts {pfwMeh  dMamu  made)  maybe  seen  at  Mr.  Cam's  house 
1^  all  who  desire  iir 

Kot  a  single  mannscript  apparently  had  been  deliyered. 
On  the  same  day  that  the  adyertisement  appeared,  Smythe 
sent  for  Cnrll  to  the  Standard  Tayem,  in  Leicester-fields, 

donbtftd.  He  wu  just  the  aort  of  peiBOD,  however,  to  act  the  part  of  the 
clergyman.  Woisdale  was  also  a  dramatic  and  aong  writer.  Kra.  FiUdng- 
ton— *  Undxed  genhia— in  her  Memoin  daime  the  <aredit  of  haying  fiumiahed 
Woradale  with  some  of  the  pieces  which  he  published  as  his  own.  He  is 
described  by  another  of  his  contemporaries  as  a  very  droU  fallow,  and 
Master-paintar  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance.    Sayage  was  probably  "P.  T.** 
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aid  wbile  ther  were  there  two  porters  arriyed  with  fiye 
bundles  of  booKs  <m  a  horse,  which  Soothe  said  had  eome  hu 
wUer.    The  books  were  ordered  to  durll's  house,  and  his 
wife  took  them  in,  while  he  himself  settied  accomits  with  his 
mysterions  negotiator.    He  gaye  him  lOL  in  cash,  a  bill  for 
16{.  payable  in  a  month,  and  a  conditional  note  for  51.    For 
these  Smythe  granted  a  receipt  in  full  for  three  hundred 
copies,  but  Curll  afterwards  asserted  that  he  receiyed  only 
two  hundred  and  forty,  and  those  imperfect.    A  new  turn 
was  now  d^yen  to  the  affiur,  and  one  which  was  doubtless 
predicted  vj  the  negotiators  from  the  beginning.    Curll*s 
adyertisement  was  a  direct  infrin£;ement  of  a  rale  of  the 
Bxmse  of  Lords,  which  prohibitea  the  publication  of  any 
peer's  letters  without  his  consent.  Pope  liad  drawn  attention 
to  the  adyertisement  by  offering  a  reward  of  twenty  guineas 
to  B.  S.  and  F.  T.  if  they  would  come  forward  ana  msooyer 
the  a£5iir,  and  double  the  sum  if  they  proyed  that  they  acted 
under  the  direction  of  any  other  person.    The  result  was, 
that  the  Earl  of  Jersey  brought  the  matter  before  the  House 
of  Lords,  the  books  were  selEed,  and  Curll  and  Wiiford, 
printer  of  the  Foribay  (the  paper  containing  the  adyertise- 
ment), were  ordered  to  attend.    Li  this  extrenuly  F.  T. 
wrote  to  encourage  CurQ,  and  adyised  him  how  to  answer 
the  lords.    He  was  instructed  to  say  that  he  fi;ot  the  letters 
from  different  hands,  some  of  them  being  paia  ior ;  that  he 
printed  them  as  he  had  before  done  Mr.  Cromwell's,  without 
Mr.  Fope's  oyer  gainsayin^^  it;  and  that  as  to  the  originals 
he  could  show  many,  ana  the  rest  he  would  haye  yery 
speedily.    ^Li  short,"  said  B.  Smythe,  ''if  you  absolutely 
conceal  all  that  has  passed  between  F.  T.,  and  me  and  you, 
you  win  the  old  f;entieman  for  oyer.    For  his  whole  heart  is 
set  upon  jpabUshmg  the  letters,  not  so  much  for  this  ycdume 
as  in  ordme  ad  to  mndi  more  important  correspondence  tiiat 
will  follow,  yiz.,  with  Swift,  late  Lord  Oz — o,  Bishop  Bo- 
chester,  and  Lord  BoL"    The  parson  with  the  hamster's 
band  was  certainly  well  acquamted  with  the  names  of  Fope^s 
correspondents,  and  he  writes  them  as  the  poet  hisiself 
usually  wroteihem,  by  initials  or  contractions.    Curll,  how- 
eyer,  was  not  aUurod  by  the' bait.    He  told  the  lords  the 
whole  «tory ;  and  one  of  the  books  being  examined,  it  was 
found  that,  contrsry  to  the  adyertisement,  there  was  not  a 

t2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


824  Lnv  07  POPE. 

Bingle  letter  of  any  peer  in  it,  and  oonseqiiently  tbit  tbe 
ralee  of  the  Souse  of  Lords  had  not  been  yiolated.  The 
Irandles  of  books  were  then  re-deliyered,  the  lords  declaring, 
as  Corll  states,  that  they  had  been  made  Pope's  tools!  The 
now-triumphmt  Curll  addressed  their  lordships  in  a  letter 
of  thankSy  which  was  proportionally  magnificent  in  style, 
though  intended  at  the  same  time  to  serf  e  as  an  adyertise- 
ment: 

><  Botfr^rtiMt,  (:k>VBiiH;azdoo,  Ifi^  22, 1785. 
To  ike  moit  Noble  and  Bighi  Eommrable  tie  Peen  o/Oreai  Briiam. 

<*Mt  LoxiM,— This  day  se'snight  I  was  in  the  same  jeopardy  as 
Mr.  Diyden's  Bind— 

<  Doomed  to  death,  thoogli  fitted  not  to  die.* 

But,  tin  the  hour  of  my  death,  I  shallf  with  the  most  gxsiefal  abknow- 
ledgements,  always  lemember  both  the  justioe  and  lumoor  yonr  L(»d* 
ahips  haye  done  me  on  this  ocoasion. 

^Bpevaricstion,  my  Lords,  is  anoted/seiMof  the  Society  of  Jesus. 
Mr.  Pope  says  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  an  evasion  is  a  lis  guarded, 
hut  in  another  to  Vb.  Wjdied^,  he  thus  writes,  pp.  84,  85 :  'I  am 
Sony  you  tdd  the  great  man  whom  yon  met  in  the  Oonrt  of  Beqoests 
that  yonr  papers  were  in  my  hands ;  no  man  ali?e  idudl  ever  Imow 
taaj  such  tmnff  from  me,  and  I  give  yon  this  warning  besides,  that 
thon^  yoorsefi  shonld  say  I  had  any  way  assisted  yon,  I  am  resolTed 
notwithstanding  to  deny  ft.*     * "  ~^ *         *  ^^ ^  ^ 


An  exoell^  proof  this  of  the  modesty 
of  Aleiander  Pope,  of  Twickenham,  Esq. 

**Now,  my  Lords,  to  matter  of  fiMst  I  shall  this  week  publish  a 
new  edition  of  Mr.  Pope's  Literaiy  Cozrespondenoe,  fta,  wherein  the 
letters  to  Mr.  Jervas,  Mr.  Biffby,  Mr.  Blount,  and  Dr.  Arbuthnot 
(wbidi  were  wanting  in  aU  uie  copies  seised  by  yonr  Lordshiq[»' 
orderl  shall  be  by  me  delirered  mtU.  And  as  1  am  resQlved  to 
detcOT,  if  possible,  the  contrivera  of  this  gross  imposition  upon  your 
Lordshms^  I  will,  hj  mj  of  Supplement,  print  alt  the  letters  I  have 
receivea  from  E.  P.,  P.  T.,  and  £L  S.,  with  some  other  oormpond- 
enoes,  which,  as  Mr.  Bayes  says,  shall  both  derate  and  surprise  the 
pnbHc 

"I  have  engraTenanew  plate  of  Mr.  Pope's  head  from  Mr.  Jervas's 
painting;  ana  likewise  intend  to  hang  hmi  up  in  effigy  for  a  ^n  to 
all  spectators  of  his  falsehood  and  my  own  reradty,  which  1  will 
always  maintain  under  the  Scots  motto :  Ifemo  me  impune  kteeuU, 

*B.  OuBu;." 

The  negotiators  anticipated  this  tiueat  of  j^ublishinff  the 
correspondence.    They  sent  the  whole,  as  is  alleged,  to 
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Cooper,  the  publiBher,  and  from  these  documents  the  ^*  True 
NazratiTe"  purported  to  be  drawn  up.  One  fiict  mm  appa- 
rent from  this  narratiye — ^Fope  must  mtye  had  commnmcation 
with  the  negotiators,  for  how  otherwise  could  thej  haye  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  letter  which  Curll  had  sent  to  the 
poet  P    The  Narratiye  concludes  with  an  important  *'  N.B." 

*'  We  are  informed  that  notwithstanding  the  pretences  of  Edmnnd 
GoiU,  the  original  lettOTs  of  Mr.  Pope,  with  the  postmarks  npon 
them,  remain  still  in  the  hooks  from  whence  thej  were  copied,  and 
that  so  manj  omissions  and  interpolations  hare  been  made  in  this 
pnbHcatioiL  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  Mr.  P.  to  own  them  in  tiie 
oondition  thej  i^»pear." 

The  remedy  was  at  hand.  Next  month  (Jvlj  15)  Pope 
inserted  a  notice  in  the  London  Ghzette: 

^Whereas  sereral  booksellers  have  printed  several  surreptitious 
and  incorrect  editions  of  letters  as  mine,  some  of  whidi  are  not  so, 
and  others  inteipolated,  and  wher^ui  there  are  daily  adrertiaements 
of  second  and  third  yolnmes  of  more  such  letters,  particolarlj  my 
correspondence  with  the  late  Bishop  of  Eochester,  1  think  myself 
under  a  necessity  to  publish  such  of  the  said  letters  as  are  genuine, 
with  the  addition  of  some  others  of  a  nature  less  insignificant,  espe* 
daDy  those  which  passed  between  the  said  bishop  and  mjself,  or 
were  in  any  way  relating  to  him,  which  shall  be  printed  with  aU  con- 
venient speed.  "  A.  Pofb." 

Subscription  papers  for  a  guinea  yolume  were  afterwards 
issued,  but  the  poet  was  inclined,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
benefit  hv  the  surreptitious  editions.  Li  a  letter  to  his  leffal 
friend,  Eortescue,  rope  mentions  that  Curll  had  seryed  a 
process  upon  Cooper,  **  tie  pubUiheff*  he  adds,  "  of  the 
letter$  vmek  I  told  vou  I  eonmved  at.**  Cooper's  edition 
was  a  reprint  of  CurU's,  with  some  additions.  Johnson  also 
mentions  that  copies  of  the  printed  letters  were  offered  to 
Lintot,  and  Curll  speaks  of  others  to  whom  liberty  to  print 
was  giyen  by  the  poet. 

But  the  origmal  letters,  with  the  postmarks,  being  still 
entire,  and  the  surreptitious  edition  of  Curll  disfigured  by 
omissions  and  interpolations,  we  turn  to  the  genuine  edition 
of  1787,  for  a  fSutlmd  copy.  We  haye  also  other  materials 
to  assist  in  forming  a  judgment  on  this  point,  as  the  original 
letters  to  Lady  Muy  w  ortley  Montagu,  and  seyeral  of  thop 
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to  Teresa  and  Martha  Blount^  still  exist,  and  haye  been 
printed  from  the  manuscripts.  The  result  is,  that  Pope's 
edition  of  such  letters  as  had  been  printed  by  Curlj,(is 
the  same  as  Curll's,  and  that  this  common  yersion  diffors 
essentially  from  the  original  I  There  are  innumerable  small 
alterations  and  omisBionSy  the  same  in  both.  **  One  letter 
to  Miss  Blount/'  as  Mr.  Bowles  has  remarked,  **  is  abso- 
lutely re-written  and  compounded^  with  a  newly-composed 
beginning,  two  letters  being  tacked  tofi;ethery  and  the  letter 
BO  carefmly  and  elaborately  compounded^  is  found  toHdem 
verbis  in  the  surreptitious  edition  as  in  Pope's  own."  A^^ain : 
''  In  the  surreptitious  edition,  as  in  Pope's  authentic  edition, 
the  names  of  the  ladies  to  whom  the  letters  were  addressed 
are  all  concealed.  It  is  only  known  that  letter  twenty 
rWarburton's  common  edition)  was  addressed  to  Lady 
Maiy,  by  its  being  printed  in  her  works.  Is  it  possible 
that  if  the  letter  had  oeen  furnished  by  the  hand  of  any  one 
who  had  gniined  access  to  the  original,  no  name  would  haye 
been  found?"  Pope  haying  subsequentiy  quarrelled  ynth 
Lady  Mary,  and  bitterly  satirised  her  in  his  poetry,  had  a 
motiye  for  concealing  her  name  in  his  printed  correspondence, 
where  she  was  represented  as  the  object  of  his  idolatrous 
admiration ;  but  P.  T.  and  B.  S.  had  no  such  motiye.  Their 
interest  lay  directiy  the  other  way ;  for  the  name  of  a  person 
so  conspicuous  for  rank,  talents,  and  beauty,  would  haye  lent 
attraction  to  their  yolume.  Nor  would  Lord  Oxford  haye 
cared  to  read  such  episties  to  ladies,  without  knowing  to 
which  of  his  female  friends  or  acquaintances  they  were  ad- 
dressed, and  Lady  Mary  was  a  special  fayourite  with  l^e 
Oount^  of  Oxford.  In  the  preface  to  the  genuine  edition, 
Pope  dJBclaims  beinfi;  held  accountable  for  passages  in  the 
surreptitious  cop^,  which,  he  says,  no  man  of  common  sense 
woulci  haye  published  himself.  Thia  can  only  apply  to  the 
Cromwell  correspondence,  which  was  giyen  to  the  press  by 
Mrs.  Thomas,  and  oyer  wliich  he  had  no  control  There  are 
some  indecent  leyities  in  this  collection,  wluch  Pope  properly 
suppressed^  and  he  made  some  omissions  in  other  letters, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  genuineness  of  the  suppressed 
passages :  while  the  correspondence  with  Walsh,  Irumbul], 
Steele,  Addison,  Blount,  and  Jeryas,  is  almost  identical  in  both 
ditions.    llie  foot-notes  are  the  same  in  both.    Most  of 
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these  were  xiniiecesBary  to  Lord  Oxford  or  to  Pope  himself, 
but  they  were  useful  to  general  readers.  The  arrangement 
of  the  letters  is  also  similar. 

Thus  the  identity  of  the  letton  published  bjr  Curll  with 
the  same  letters  as  published  by  the  poet  lumself— both 
having  omissions  and  mterpolations  and  being  without  names 
— is  in  aU  essential  points  estabHshed.  It  is  also  established 
that  there  was  no  theft  of  the  letters,  for  the  orifi;inals  re- 
mained in  the  books  firom  whence  the;^  were  copied.  There 
is  only  one  other  possible  plea  for  inculpating  Curll  and 
his  imputed  confederates.  The  books  in  Lord  Oxford's 
library  may  haye  consisted  of  copies  only,  the  originals  being 
retained  by  Pope,  and  in  makmg  out  those  copies  for  his 
noble  friend,  tne  poet  may  haye  altered  the  letters  and 
omitted  names.  Irom  these  manuscripts,  so  altered,  the 
mysterious  old  gentleman  who  .acted  as  first  purreyor,  mar 
haye  surreptitiously  transcribed  his  y^rsion  for  the  ^ress.  It 
appears,  howeyer,  that  some  originals  were  shown  to  Curll  to 
oigage  him  in  the  transaction.  Whence  did  these  come,  or 
how  were  they  replaced  in  the  library  ?  It  is  extremely  im- 
probable that  Pope  should  haye  deposited  copies  of  sudi 
letters  as  those  to  Lady  Mary  without  givinj;  the  name  of 
his  correspondent,  or  that  any  rogue  in  the  £rm  of  an  old 
gentieman  should  haye  been  able  to  get  into  Lord  Oxford's 
ubnuy,  day  after  day,  and  transcribe  so  large  a  collection  of 
letters  without  being  detected.  Where  was  the  librarian  P 
The  amanuenses  employed  in  filling  up  the  books  must  haye 
been  known :  why  was  their  eyidence  not  adduced  P  The 
letters  to  Cromwell  had  been  corrected  after  their  publica- 
tion by  Curll  in  1726,  and  two  letters  from  Cromwell  to 
Pope  respecting  that  publication,  were  prefixed  to  the  sur- 
reptitious edition.  Wno  made  the  corrections  and  supplied 
the  two  letters  P  TTn^uestionably  Pope  himself,  who  adopted 
the  whole  in  his  genuine  edition. 

Such  is  the  rendt  of  Pope's  own  statements  compared  with 
part  of  the  original  correspondence  and  the  obyious  fisusts  of 
the  case ;  but  recentiy  firesh  eyidence  has  transpired.  It  has 
been  preyed  that  Pope  printed  letters  as  addressed  to  his  de- 
ceased contemporanes,  Addison,  Arbuthnot,  and  Trumbull, 
which  were  originally  written  to  other  parties ;  and  that  he 
alteredj  added,  or  omitted  names,  dat^,  and  incidents,  in 
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order  to  serye  purposes  of  his  own.  It  has  also  been  ascer- 
tained that  although  he  had  so  early  as  1729  deposited  letters 
in  Lord  Oxford's  library,  he  "withdrew  them  in  the  sprine  of 
1785— no  doubt  with  a  view  to  the  publication  by  CnrlU^ 
This  dispels  the  last  shadow  of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  The 
'' surreptitious  edition"  was  one  of  Vow^b poeUom  Jraudet^ 
intended  specially  to  benefit  himsdf  and  to  gratify  his  innate 
love  of  stratagem.  Curll  seems  to  have  been  unfairly  used 
in  the  sale  of  the  original  printed  Tolumes,  but  his  testimony 
is  not  of  a  character  to  be  relied  wfon,  and  he  made  ample 
reprisals  afterwards  in  the  way  of  piracy.  The  plot  on  &e 
piurt  of  Pope  was  of  the  same  nature,  though  more  compli- 
cated, than  that  of  the  Dunciad  and  the  Qruo-itreet  Journal^ 
and  was  not  half  so  reprehensible  as  the  poet* s  duplidly  to 
Auron  Hill.  If  Swift  was  allowed  uncensured  to  usher  aU. 
his  works  into  the  world  in  mystery  and  disguise,  and  even 
the  pious  Addison  to  tell  us  that  he  picked  up  his  Vision  of 
Mirsa  at  Grand  Cairo,  we  need  not  waste  our  virtuous  indig- 
nation on  Foi>e  for  compelling  himself  to  print  his  letters  bjy 
force  of  a  visionary  confederacy,  that  vras  to  overcome  his 
coy  reluctance,  and  brinff  hhn  both  fame  and  profit.  Innu- 
merable such  authors*  legends  are  upon  record.  Pope's 
differs  firom  the  rest  only  in  the  ludicrously  cumbrous  ma- 
chinery he  employed,  in  the  air  of  humility  under  which  the 
poet's  conscious  self*importance  was  veiled  but  not  hidden, 
and  in  the  sad  and  humiliating  tkct  that  it  entailed  upon  him, 
through  all  his  future  life,  a  course  of  denials  and  misstate- 
ments to  support  the  original  deception. 

We  have  mentioned  Pope's  visit  to  Bevis  Mount,  the  seat 
of  Lord  Peterborough.  The  military  success,  versatile  cha- 
racter, and  romantic  adventures  of  this  singolar  nobleman, 
seem  to  have  powerfully  struck  the  ^t's  faucy.  His  bril- 
liant capture  of  Barcelona,  and  his  dnving  the  Duke  of  Anjou 
and  the  French  army  out  of  Spain,  with  a  force  little  more 
than  a  third  of  that  of  the  enemy,  with  other  instances  of 
bravery  and  military  genius,  partake  of  the  character  of  ro- 
mance, and  well  merited  what  they  received-^he  applause  of 
foreign  countries  and  his  own.  [But  Peterborough  was  also 
a  wit,  a  successful  versifier,  a  politician,  and  a  man  of  gal- 

u  Joliii8on*8  livw,  hy  Ifr.  Cmmingfaam,  voL  iiL  p.  68. 
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lanlay.  His  yeraes  on  'i/bs.  Howard  are  superior  to  those  of 
Pope  on  the  same  lady ;  and  in  his  siztj-fifth  year  he  carried 
on  a  sentimental  flirtation  with  her  in  the  style  of  a  youth 
of  twenty.  So  extrayagantly  encomiastic  and  metaphysical 
were  the  earl's  letters  (published  in  the  Suffolk  Papers),  that 
the  lady  seems  to  haye  despaired  of  riyalling  him,  and  she 
called  in  G-ay  to  assist  her  in  concocting  suitable  replies.  A 
month  preyious  to  Pope's  yisit,  Peterborough  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Howardy  *'  I  want  to  make  an  appointment  with  you,  Mr. 
Pope,  and  a  few  finends  more,  to  meet  upon  the  summit  of 
my  Beyis  hill,  and  thence,  after  a  speech  and  a  tender  fare- 
well, I  diall  take  my  leap  towards  toe  clouds  fas  Julian  ex- 
presses it)  to  mix  amongst  the  stars ;  but  Imiucemy  baresin 
for  a  yery  fine  day."  Pope  came,  but  he  found  his  friend  in 
too  debi&tated  a  state  for  this  eleyated  exploit.  The  poet 
thus  writes  to  Martha  Blount: 

«<  Tnesdiy,  Aug.  26, 17S6. 

MiDATf, — I  found  my  Lord  Peterboron^  on  his  coodh,  where  he 
gave  me  an  noooimt  of  the  excesdTe  snffenngs  he  had  passed  through, 
with  a  weak  yoice,  hut  spirited.  He  talked  of  nothmg  hut  the  great 
amendment  of  his  condition,  and  of  finishing  the  hniOings  and  gar- 
dens for  his  hest  firiend  to  enjoy  after  him;  that  he  had  one  care 
more,  when  he  went  into  France,  which  was,  to  gi?e  a  true  account 
to  posteriW  of  some  parts  of  history  in  Queen  Anne's  reign,  which 
Bninet  had  scandalously  representea :  and  of  some  others,  to  justify 
her  against  the  imputation  of  intendun£[  to  bring  in  the  Pretender, 
which  (to  his  knowledge)  neither  her  mmisters,  Oxford  and  Boling- 
hroke;,  nor  she,  had  any  design  to  do.  He  next  told  me,  he  h£l 
ended  his  domestic  affairs,  through  such  difficulties  horn  the  law,  that 

gye  him  as  much  torment  of  min^  as  his  distemper  had  done  of 
dy,  to  do  right  to  the  person  to  whom  he  had  obligations  beyond 
expression :  wat  he  had  found  it  necessary  not  only  to  dedare  his 
marriage  to  all  his  rektions,**  but  (since  the  person  who  had  married 

»  Lord  Peterborough  maxried  Hn.  Anmtaria  Bobfauon,  a  odebratod 
sbger,  of  whom  Dr.  Buniey  has  giren  a  yery  mtereithig  aoooimt  hi  his 
IBDstoiy  of  If  Qsic.  The  mairiage  was  long  kept  tecret,  and,  at  we  laam  from 
the  abore  letter,  divulged  only  aboat  this  thne.  HisLordah^didnotfiirfiye 
thk  hiterriew  wHh  his  old  correspondent  many  weeks.  He  persisted  In 
going  to  lisbon,  bat  died  on  the  passage,  Oct  16.  He  was  bom  about  the 
yeai  1668,  and  was  In  his  seventy-seventh  year  when  he  died.  At  the  time 
of  his  ooonexlon  with  Mis.  Robinson  he  must  have  been  considerably  beyimd 
his  prime.  She  survived  him  fifteen  years,  residing  In  an  exalted  station, 
parUy  at  Bevls-Moimt,  near  Southampton  (whence  ICr.  Popeli  intensting 
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them  WB8  dead)  to  le-many  her  in  tlie  ohnrbh  at  BriatoL  before  irit- 
neeaea.  The  warmth  with  which  he  apoke  on  iheae  aomeota,  made 
me  think  him  mnch  reooyered^  aa  well  aa  hia  talking  of  nia  preaent 
atate  aa  a  heaven  to  what  waa  past.  I  laj  in  the  nm  room  to  him, 
where  I  found  he  waa  awake,  and  calling  for  help  moat  honra  of  the 
night,  aometimea  CEjing[  out  for  pain,  ik  the  morning  he  got  up  at 
nine,  and  waa  earned  mto  hia  sarden  in  a  chair :  he  fainted  away 
twice  there.  He  fell,  about  tweTve,  into  a  violent  pang;  which  made 
hia  limba  all  ahake,  and  hia  teeth  chatter ;  and  for  aome  time  he  lay 
odd  aa  death.  Hia  wound  waa  dressed  (which  is  done  bonatantlj 
four  timea  a  day),  and  he  grew  gay,  and  aat  at  dinner  with  ten  people. 
After  thia  he  waa  again  in  torment  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  and  aa 
aoon  aa  the  pang  waa  over^  was  carded  again  into  the  garden  to  the 

letter  la  dated),  and  partly  at  Fulham,  or  perii^w  at  Peterbonm^  Hoifn 
on  Baiion'B  Green.  (Lyeoni^  Enyirone  of  London,  toL  U.)  The  only  Life 
extant  of  Lord  Peteiboronf^  la  that  by  Dr.  Biich,  whidi  aooon^anSee  the 
Eari*8  portiait  hi  Hoohniken*8  Hetda.  He  had  written  his  own  If  emobi^ 
wUxh  hie  La^  deetroyed,  from  a  regard  to  hie  reputation.  IVaditlon  e^a 
that  in  theee  Memoin  he  confoeeed  his  having  eodounitted  three  a^tal 
Crimea  before  he  waa  twenty  yeare  of  age.  3nch  ICemoirB  may  be  ipand. — 
Bmokti  ▲  lift  of  Peteiboroa^  haa  zeoently  ^1968)  been  written  by  the 
author  of  **  HoGhelaga,"  who  thna  deacribee  liia  nero^  annooncement  of  hie 
marriage:  **Thataidyaetof  Juftioewaaatlengthpeifbnnedinathonrac^ 
oharaoteristio  manner.  He  app<rfnted  a  day  for  all  hie  neenet  relatione  to 
meet  him  at  the  apartmente  over  the  gateway  in  St  Jamee*e  Palace ;  thoee 
rooma  belonged  to  lir.  "Pojt^  who  had  married  hie  nieoe^  and  who  at  that 
time  waa  tntor  to  Prince  wHUanv  afterwarde  Doke  of  Gomberiand.  Anaa- 
taiia  waa  alao  appointed  to  be  tiicffe  at  the  eame  time,  but  had  not  the  least 
notion  of  the  ecene  which  her  eccentric  hnsband  had  prepazed.  When  all 
weve  assembled,  Peieiborough  addreeaed  them  with  an  animatton  worthy  of 
hia  beet  days,  and  with  deep  feeling,  worthier  than  he  had  ever  known  be- 
fbse.  He  described  a  lady  who  had  been  gifted  by  Heaven  with  ^ireiy 
virtoe  and  ereiy  endearing  quality  which  .woman  could  poeseee,  of  rare 
talents  and  accomplishments,  of  exemplary  patience^  of  enduring  aifoction, 
and  of  spoUees  pmdty.  He  described  hew  he  owed  to  her  the  beet  and 
hi^piest  hoars  of  his  lift;  how  her  society  had  been  hit  chiefoet  Ueesing  in 
health,  and  how  her  tender  care  had  beep  hie  dearest  comlinrt  in  sniMng 
and  socrow.  He  confessed  how  his  heart  throoj^  life  had  done  her  the 
Jnstioe  that  his  wesk  Ysnity  had  reftised ;  how  he  had  loved  her,  and  her 
alone,  with  true  and  abiding  attachment  While  he  ^oke,  the  dying  man's 
v<rfoft  St  times  rose  with  energy,  at  times  trembled  with  the  deepest  pathos ; 
and,  aa  he  eondoded,  he  took  Anastsris  by  the  hand,  and  led  her  forth 
aauing  the  sorvivors  of  his  hanglity  race  as  the  woman  whom  he  had  at- 
tanqptsd  to  describe,  who  had  been  for  long  yeers  *  his  best  friend,'  the  wife 
of  Ids  bosom.  The  strangeness  and  sndf&irness  of  the  anwwnicemettt  Ja- 
afeanHy  overcame  her;  she  feinted  in  the  midst  of  the  oompsny,  snd  wss 
eania&away  i 
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vorkmen,  talked  again  of  his  history^  and  declaimed  with  great  spirit 
against  the  meanness  of  the  present  great  men  and  ministers^  and  the 
deoay  of  pnblic  spirit  and  hononr.  it  is  impossible  to  oonceive  how 
much  his  heart  is  above  his  condition :  he  is  dying  every  oUier  honr. 
and  obstinate  to  do  whatever  he  has  a  mind  to.  He  nas  concerted 
no  measures  beforehand  for  his  jonmey,  but  to  get  a  yacht  in  which 
he  will  set  sail  but  no  place  fixed  on  to  reside  at,  nor  has  determined 
what  place  to  land  at,  or  provided  any  accommodation  for  his  going 
on  land.  He  talks  of  getting  towards  Lyons,  but  undoubted^  he 
can  never  travel  but  to  tne  sea-shore.  I  pity  the  poor  woman  who  is 
to  share  in  all  he  suffers,  and  who  can  in  no]one  wing  persuade  him 
to  spare  himself.  I  think  he  must  be  lost  in  this  attempt,  and 
att^opt  it  he  will 

"Ke  has  with  him,  day  after  d^,  not  only  all  his  relations,  but 
eyeiy  creature  of  the  town  of  Southampton  that  pleases.  He  lies  on 
his  couch,  and  receives  them,  though  he  says  Uttte.  When  his  pains 
come,  he  desires  them  to  walk  out,  but  invites  them  to  sti^  ana  dine 
or  sup,  fto.  Sir  Wilfi:ed  Lawson  and  his  kdy,  Mrs.  Moidaunt  and 
Colonel  Mordauni  are  here:  to-morrow  come  Mr.  Poynts,  &c.,  for 
two  days  only,  and  they  all  go  away  together.  He  says  he  wiU  eo  at 
the  month's  end,  if  he  is  alive.  I  believe  I  shall  get  home  on  Weomes- 
day  ni^.  I  hooe  Lady  Suffolk  will  not  go  sooner  for  Stowe,  and, 
if  not,  Til  go  with  her  willingly*  Nothing  can  be  more  affecting  and 
melancholy  to  me  than  whi2  I  see  here :  yet  he  takes  my  visit  so 
kindly,  that  I  should  have  lost  one  great  pleasure,  had  I  not  come.  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say,  as  I  have  nothing  in  my  mind  but  this 

Cmt  object,  which  indeed  is  extraordinaiv.    This  man  was  never 
to  die  like  other  men,  any  more  than  to  live  like  IhenL— I  am 
ever  yours,  &c."  *'    (No  signature.) 

In  writing  to  bis  learned  comisel,  Fortescue,  August  23, 
1735,  the  poet  aeke,  ^  When  shall  you  and  I  sit  by  a  fireside 
without  a  orief  or  a  poem  in  our  hands,  and  yet  not  idle,  not 
thonghtlessy  but  as  serious,  and  more  so,  than  any  business 
ought  to  make  us,  except  the  great  business — that  of  enjoy- 
ing a  reasonable  being,  and  r^ardinff  its  end  P  The  sooner 
this  is  the  case  the  better,  md  deliYer  you  from  law,  me 
from  rhyme,  and  give  us  leisure  to  attend  to  what  is  more 
importaint.*'  This  deliverance  was  never  to  come,  but  the 
pnoet  indulged  in  a  twelvemonth's  abstinence  from  publica- 
tion. 

V  Bosooe,  ▼.  viS.  p.  481,  collated  with  the  originaL  The  addraM  is  to 
"Mis.Bloimt,  at  theCoonteas  of  Soffolk'B,  atlCarble  BjO,  in  Twickenham." 
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CHAPTBE  IX. 
[1786-1740.] 

IBS  UMUUIE  BDHnOH  OT  POPl^B  lATXBBS.     BIB  UXEMAXX  WEOODB,     OO- 
TAXKUn  OT  HOBACfc     GL06B  OT  TBM  OOBMESfOSDMHOM  WXIB  SWIFT. 

Thb  Letters  of  Pope,  thus  ushered  into  the  world  with 
dramatic  prepsration  and  effect,  immediately  became  popidar* 
Three  editions  were  issued  b^  Oorll  before  the  dose  of  the 
year,  and  other  booksellers  pirated  the  collection.  One  gen- 
tleman, on  reading  the  Tolnme,  formed  so  hiffh  an  opinion  of 
Pope's  seneral  b^erolence  and  goodness  of  hj^trt,  tiiat  he 
Boaeht  his  friendship,  and  offered  to  print  a  jgennine  edition 
of  the  correspondence  at  his  own  expense.  This  was  Balph 
Allen,  slreadj  mentioned,  the  proprietor  of  Widcombe  cnr 
Prior  Park,  near  Bath ;  a  man  who  had  amassed  a  Isrge  for- 
tune as  a  post-office  contractor,  and  who  was  as  generous 
and  philanthropic  as  he  was  rich.  The  name  of  "  humble 
Allen  "  will  live  in  Pope's  Terse,  but  as  durable  and  honour- 
able a  record  of  his  worth  is  preserved  in  the  &ct  that  he 
was  the  original  of  Squire  Allworth j,  in  Fieldin^s  '*  Tom 
Jones."  Pope  declined  the^  offer  of  his  new  fiiend.  Se 
would  not,  he  said,  *'  serye  his  private  fame  entirely  at  an- 
other's expense."  But  when  he  issued  his  subscription 
papers  for  printing  the  correspondence,  Allen  was  indefi^ 
tigable  in  promoting  the  success  of  the  scheme.  Fortescue 
was  another  warm  admirer  and  zealous  firiend. 

In  order  to  augment  his  collection,  or  to  prevent  the  letters 
falling  into  the  hands  of  Curll,  Pope  endeavoured  to  obtain 
possession  of  his  correspondence  with  Swift.    He  wrote  to 
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theDean :  '^IhaTo  too  mucli  reason  to  fear  that  those  letters 
winch  yon  haye  too  partiallj  kept  in  yonr  hands  will  get  out 
in  some  yery  disagreeable  shape,  in  case  of  onr  morality ; 
and  the  more  reason  to  fear  it  since  this  last  month  Cnrllhas 
obtained  from  Ireland  two  letters  (one  of  Lord  Bolingbroke 
and  one  of  mine  to  you,  which  we  wrote  in  the  year  1728), 
and  he  has  printed  them,  to  the  best  of  my  memory,  rightly, 
except  one  passage  concerning  Dawlqr^  which  must  hare 
been  since  inserted,  since  my  lord  had  not  that  place  at  that 
time.  Your  answer  to  that  letter  he  has  not  eot;  it  has 
never  been  out  of  my  custody;  for  whafceyer  is  tent  is  lost 
(wit  as  well  as  money)  to  these  needy  poetical  readers."  It 
may  be  asked,  why  were  not  Swift's  letters — unquestionably 
tiie  most  original  and  striking  in  Pone's  correspondence- 
transferred  to  the  books  in  Lord  Oxford's  library  P  Or  if 
there,  why  were  they  not  induded  in  the  alleged  theft  and 
surreptitious  publication  P  The  answer,  we  suspect,  must 
be^  that  Pope  intended  them  for  a  separate  yolume.  The 
poet  next  applied  to  Lord  Orrery,  entreiting  his  lordship  to 
get  the  letters  from  Swift ;  but  all  that  could  be  obtamed 
nom  the  Dean  was  an  assurance  that  the  poet's  letters  were 
sealed  up  in  bundles  and  deliyered  to  Mrs.  Whiteway,  a 
cousin  of  Swift's — his  **  female  Walpole  " — ^who  was  directed 
to  send  them  to  his  friend  after  his  (Swift's)  decease.  Ifn. 
Whiteway  denied  that  she  had  receiyed  one  of  the  Dean's 
letters;  but  this  lady  was  certainly  a  party  to  the  subsequent 
publication  of  them  in  Dublin;  a  proceeding  which  seems 
for  a  moment  to  have  shaken  Pope's  steady  affection  for  his 
old  friend  and  bene&ctor. 

The  letters  were  put  to  press,  and  earl^  in  1787^  appeared 
in  folio  and  quarto,  with  a  yignette  portrait  after  Bichiurdson^ 
''  The  Works  of  Mr.  Alexander  Pope  in  Prose."  Curll,  we 
may  remark,  had  not  been  idle  in  tne  intervaL  He  issued 
Buccessiyely  a  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  mxth  yolume 
(the  last  published  after  Pope's  Rcnume  edition,  from  which 
he  pirated  largely),  but  wanting  his  allies,  the  old  gentieman 
and  the  clergyman  with  the  barrister's  band,  "like  the  lost 
Pleiad,  seen  no  more  below,"  Curll  was  helpless.  All  the 
ydumes  were  dignified  with  the  titie  of  "  Mr.  rope's  Literary 
Correspondence,"  but  he  had  been  only  able  to  pick  up  the 
two  authentic  letters  alluded  to  by  Pope  in  his  communica* 
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tion  to  Swift.  The  remainder  were  letters  of  Lord  Lans- 
downe,  the  Duke  of  ShrewBhury,  Bolingbrok^  Ghrth^ftc 
Some  of  tiie  ooUeotion  were  eren  letters  of  Senry  YIIL  to 
.Ajine  Bolejn  !^ 

Pope's  genuine  edition  must  have  disappointed  honest 
Balph  Allen  and  the  other  subscribers.  The  guinea  yolume 
was,  in  truth,  less  yaluable  than  the  two  or  tiuree  shilj&ig 
yolume.  Some  letters  had  been  withdrawn,  and  what  was 
obscure  in  the  former  impressions  was  left  in  the  same  un- 
satisfietctorj  state.  The  few  meagre  ezplanatoiy  notes  were 
not  enlarged,  incidents  were  reccnrded  under  wrong  dates, 
and  the  arrangement  of  the  letters  was  intricate  and  con- 
fused. This  was,  partly  at  least,  intentional ;  else  why  diould 
we  have  Mr.  Garjll  under  three  designations — as  **  the  Hon. 

J.  0.,  Esq.,"  "the  Hon. /'  and  **Mr.  C P"    The 

Gromwell  letters  were  the  most  genuine.  Those  addressed 
to  Wycherley,  we  are  informed  in  the  preface  to  the  yolume, 
were  originally  published  to  yindicate  the  memory  of  the 
deceased  wit.  The  posthumous  works  of  Wycherley  had 
been  published^  edited  by  Theobald,  in  1728.    "It  was 

1  CoxH,  in  1786,  serred  Cooper  wiHi  ainit  on  toooont  of  an  adyertiie- 
mnt  oonceming  Pope*8  Letters.  The  poet  acknowledged  to  Farteacne 
that  he  had  oonniyed  at  Goopor'a  xepnbUcatioo,  and  instmcted  hit  kgal 
friend  to  defaid  Cooper:  ** I  am  told,**  he  aaya,  " he  (Cooper)  pot  an  adyer^ 
tiaement  into  a  newspaper  against  CnriL**  The  poet  did  not  require  to  be 
told  this,  for  the  advertisement  appears  to  be  bom  his  own  pen.  It  is  in 
the  (7ni&-tfree<  JoMmaZof  Jnne  18, 1786 : 

"  This  day  is  published,  LsmBS  of  Mb.  Popb,  and  seyeral  eminent  per- 
sons, toIs.  L  and  ii^  fttmi  the  Tear  1705  to  1784.  Printed  Ml  £»r  Sdnmnd 
CuU,  bnt  aold  by  T.  Cooper,  ie, 

"  KJB.  This  edition  consists  of  the  Letters  shnply,  and  is  wholly  free 
fromthefbUiesandimpertfaienoeaofSdmnndCiiiirs  edition.  And  whereas 
he  adTertisesasecondyoL  of  Letters  between  lir.  Pope,  the  LordBolingbroke^ 
and  Bishop  Atterbnry,  T.  Cooper  hereby  promisee  to  give  to  the  said  Bd- 
mnnd  CnrU  a  som  of  Ten  Poimds  (as  much  as  he  gave  his  confederates 
ibr  240  books)  for  eveiy  letter,  either  of  theirs  to  lir.  Pope,  or  Mr.  Pope  to 
him,  or  any  other  mentioned  in  his  advertisement,  for  which  he  can  prodnoe 
any  original  or  voucher.  In  the  mean  time  he  hopes  every  fUr  trader  wfll 
give  the  preferenoe  to  this  edition,  entered  intheHsH  Bodk,  according  to 
tiiie  Act  A  Qneen  Anne,  which  is  not  (as  some  imagine)  eiq^hed,  but  re- 
mains nnrqMaled  and  in  foil  force,  and  upon  which  Edsnmd  dull  shidl  be 
proseooted  or  any  other  pirater  of  this  book.** 

It  is  not  easy  to  discover  Cuxll's  groimd  of  action  in  tids,  but  it  was 
probaUy  a  mere  bravado. 
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tlionfflit  a  justice  due  to  him,"  sajB  Pope,  *|  to  show  the 
world  his  better  judgment;  and  that  it  was  his  last  resolu- 
tion to  have  suppressed  those  poems.  As  some  of  the  letters 
which  had  passed  between  him  and  our  autiior  cleared  thai 
paintj  they  were  published  in  1729,  with  a  few  marginal 
notes  added  by  a  friend."  This  publication  of  1729  has  not 
been  met  witii,'  but  the  letters  of  Wyeherler  do  not  bc^r  out 
the  assertion  that  he  meant  to  suppress  the  poems.  The 
last  declaration  of  the  disappointed  oramatist  on  the  subject 
is  his  desire  that  Pope  would  mark  the  repetitions  on  the 
margin  of  his  papers  without  de£EUsinfi;  the  copy.  Pope's  real 
object  was  twofold — ^to  attack  Theobald,  who  had  not  only 
edited  Wycherley  but  had  also  edited  Shakspeare,  and  to  ad- 
yance  his  own  literary  and  personal  reputation.  His  desire 
was  not  to  present  actual  letters  to  the  public.  When  he 
teUs  Congreye  that  he  had  got  a  custom  of  ^  throwing  him- 
self out  npon  paper  without  reserye,"  and  declares  to  Bethell 
that  he  had  **no  yanily  in  writing,"  it  is  impossible  not  to 
smile  at  the  delusion,  and  to  recal  the  saying  (which  has  so 

*  Altluxigli  no  copy  oi  ihe  Yblvme  has  'hem  Urand,  It  mm  certainly  ad- 
▼ertifled.  The  fbllowing  (eWdentlj  written  by  Pope)  iqypean  in  the  CV>^^ 
Jommalci  Satorday,  Hoy.  29, 1729:  **This  day  ia  pnbliahed  tlie  Posthn- 
moos  Works  of  Wmiam  Wycheiley,  Esq.,  in  Proee  and  YerM.  The  Seoond 
Yoltune,  oontidning^l.  Letters  of  Mr.  Wycherley  and  lir.  Pope,  on  sevenl 
tnbiecta  (the  fbrmer  at  seventy  years  of  age,  the  latter  at  seyenteen).  2. 
Poems  not  inserted  in  the  first  T<dune,  an4  othenmore  correct  from  original 
mannscr^pts  in  the  Harley  JIbtKry.  8.  Hero  and  Leimder,  in  bnrlesqiie; 
written  by  Mr.  Wycherley  nnder  ten  years  old.— jy.S.  In  the  Pre&ce  to 
the  first  Tolnme,  a  second  having  been  promised  (tn  which  Mr.  Theobald 
entered  into  a  bond  with  the  booksellers,  but  hath  fifled  in  his  promise 
twelve  years),  the  pnblick  maybe  assured  that  this  completes  the  wbde,  and 
that  nothing  more  of  Mr.  Wycherley's  which  is  any  way  fit  for  the  pren, 
can  ever  be  added  to  it  Printed  for  J.  Bobols,  in  Warwick-lane.**  In 
Pope*s  pi^er,  the  Cfrub-^r^  Journal^  this  affidr  of  Theobald  and  the  bond 
is  aHaded  to:  "He  who  propoeed,  Ac,  a  Shake^Mar  in  1727  had  proposed 
also  an  Odysses  in  1717,  and  two  volmnes  of  Wycherley  soon  after  (nay 
stood  obliged  for  them  l^  bond),  aU  which  he  hath  in  a  most  exemplary 
manner  left  nnperformed.**  If  we  may  credit  Curll,  the  Wycherley  Letters 
were  not  only  advertised  but  printed :  ^  The  plot  is  now  discovered.  Law- 
ton  GiDiver  has  declared  that  yon  bought  d  him  the  remainder  of  the  im- 
pression of  Wycherley's  Letters,  which  he  printed  by  yomr  direction  hi  1728, 
and  has  printed  six  hmidred  of  the  additional  Letters,  with  those  to  Mr. 
GromweD,  to  make  up  the  volnme.**— ifr.  Ftp^s  LUdrary  Corremond&iee, 
voL  il  (1785). 
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manyputatiye  fathers)  that  speech  was  giyen  to  man  to  con- 
ceal his  thoughts. 

Li  a  conespondence  ooDstrnoted  upon  this  artificial  models 
fiiYourite  sentiments  and  phrases  were  likdj  to  be  repeated. 
A  fine  image  or  happj  expression — a  witty  saying  or  pleasant 
description— could  be  made  to  do  double  or  treble  dut^,  and 
to  amuse  or  delight  seyeral  distant  and  separate  fnends. 
Pope  availed  hinuelf  of  this  license^  and  he  occasionally 
transferred  comnliments  from  one  admirer  to  another— from 
Teresa  or  Martha  Blount  to  Lady  Mary;  but  he  did  not 
suffer  such  iterations  to  appear  in  j^rint.  In  other  respects 
he  was  less  careful  to  nreserve  consistency.  Some  instances 
of  inaccuracy  or  mystincation  have  already  been  adverted  to 
(aniii  pp.  128,  127,  and  186),  and  the  list  might  easily  be 
extended.  A  letter  to  Oonfinrere,  dated  January  16th,  1714-5, 
contains  this  paraage :  **  My  spleen  was  not  occasioned  1^ 
anything  an  abusive,  angry  critic  could  write  of  me;  I  take 
very  kindly  your  heroic  manner  of  con^tulation  upon  this 
scandaL"  iuid  a  note  in  the  early  editions  tells  us  tne  name 
of  the  angry  critic — *^  Dennis,  who  writ  an  abusive  pamphlet 
this  year,  entitled  Bemarks  on  Mr.  Pope's  Homer."  Now 
the  first  volume  of  Pope's  Homer  was  not  published  till 
about  five  months  after  the  date  assigned  to  this  letter,  and 
Dennis's  Bemarks  were  not  written  until  a  twelvemonth 
after  the  publication  of  the  Homer.  Pope  subse^ently  sup- 
pressed the  note  referring  tp  Dennis,  but  without  it  the  text 
was  imperfect  and  obscure ;  for  in  January,  1715,  there  was 
no  attack  of  an  angry,  abusive  critic  on  which  Oongreve 
could  be  sujpposed  to  send  an  heroic  con^tulation  to  his 
friend.  A  letter  to  Jervas  presents  a  similar  anachronism. 
The  dato  affixed  to  it  is  July  9,  1716 :  '*  Tour  acquaintance 
on  this  side  of  the  sea,"  writes  Pcpe,  ''are  under  terrible 
apprehensions,  from  vour  long  stay  in  Ireland,  that  you  may 
grow  too  polite  for  them ;  for  we  think  since  the  great  suc- 
cess of  such  a  play  as  the  NoMwror^  that  politeness  has  fi;one 
over  the  water."  In  reality,  Jervas  does  not  seem  to  have 
left  London  for  Ireland  before  the  29th  of  July  (Goldsmith's 
Life  of  Pamell),  and  the  Ntngwror  was  not  brou«^t  on  the 
stag^untilnearly  a  year  and  a  half  afterwards.  But  a  letter 
ori^Lnallv  printed  as  addressed  to  Di^by  furnishes  a  more 
remarkable  and  complex  instance  of  this  system  of  manufiM>> 
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tnie.  The  date  given  to  it  was  September  10,  1724i,.aad  in 
all  the  editions  of  1785  the  letter  contains  a  notice  of  the 
death  of  Pope's  nnrse,  and  the  appearance  of  certain  *' railing 
papers"  against  the  Odyssey.  JNow  the  nnrse  did  not  die, 
and  the  tiandation  of  the  OdysseT  was  not  published,  before 
1725.  The  poet  then  withdrew  Digby's  name,  and  reprinted 
the  letter  as  addressed  to  ''Dr.  Arbuthnot  on  his  return 
from  Erance,  and  on  the  calumnies  about  the  translation  of 
the  Odyssey."  He  omitted  the  date  of  the  year  (simply 
printing  ''be^t.  10"),  and  he  omitted  also  mention  of  the 
nurse ;  out  still  the  letter  did  not  suit  its  new  superscription, 
tat  Arbuthnot,instead  of  travelling  insurance  in  the  autumn 
of  1725,  when  the  Odyss^  was  assailed,  was  lying  daneer- 
oudy  ill  at  home,  and  in  1726  he  was  also  in  London.  The 
Oaryll  papers  at  length  cleared  up  this  confusion:  theDigby- 
Arbuthnot  letter  was  really  addressed  to  neither,  but  was 
written  and  sent  to  Mr.  CaryU,  and  was  occasioned,  not  Ij 
any  calumnies  about  the  Odyssey,  but  by  malicious  rumours 
concerning  the  poet  and  Ma^ha  Blount  (see  anti,  p.  227). 
Death  had  removed  most  of  the  poefs  correspondents  before 
1785,  and  he  sported  uncbecked  on  the  epistolary  field  he 
had  selected  for  display.  The  substance  of  the  printed  com- 
munications seems  to  have  existed  in  actual  letters,  but 
names,  dates,  and  incidents  were  tnmsposed,  altered,  or 
omitted,  at  the  poet's  pleasure;  and  little  or  no  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  the  collection.  It  must  be  jud||ed  by  its 
literary  merits  and  attractions ;  and  when  tiie  published  cor- 
respondence came  to  be  enriched  by  the  addition  of  genuine 
letters  from  Swift,  Bolingbroke,  and  Peterborough— when 
fresh  stores  were  successivdy  produced  from  different  sources, 
and  the  poet  was  seen  surrounded  by  all  his  illustrious  and 
attached  friends — the  collection  was  mdeed  invaluable.  The 
reader  felt,  as  Mr.  Thackeray  has  said,  that  it  was  '*  a  privi- 
lege to  sit  in  that  company,"  to  be  in  ''  the  society  of  men 
who  have  fflled  the  greatest  parts  in  the  world's  story,"  and 
to  listen  to  'Hhe  expression  of  their  thoughts,  their  various 
views  and  natures.''  The  lapse  of  more  than  a  hundred 
years  has  not  abated  this  interest  or  delight. 

The  letters  of  literary  men  of  eminence  had  rarely,  as 
Johnson  observed,  been  published  in  England,  and  even 
those  of  statesmen  but  sparingly.    This  m^eet  reserve  was 
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partly  ^roken  hj  some  of  the  wits  and  conrideni  of  Chailea 
ll.*8  time,  who  Bought  to  zmil  Bakac  and  Yoiture.  Bochea- 
ter,  SaTille,  Ethere^,  Ac,  fomiahed  aome  commnnicationa 
for  the  preaa ;  Dennia  and  a  few  other  needy  or  vain  anthora 
IbUowea;  and  Onrll  waa  ready  for  all  such  oBsn  or  wind- 
Ma.  The  practice,  however,  up  to  Pope'a  time,  waa  neitha 
general  nor  popular,  and  waa  ahunned  by  reapectable  authora. 
Sprat  atatea  that  Cowley  excelled  in  letter-writing;  but 
though  he  himaelf  poaaeaaiBd  a  conaiderable  collection  of  the 
poet'a  lettera,  he  declined  to  publiah  them.  ^*  The  trutii  ia," 
adda  Sprat^  **  the  lettera  tiiat  paaa  between  particidar  Men^, 
if  they  are  written  aa  they  oaeht  to  be,can  acarce  ever  be  fit 
to  aee  the  lieht.  Thejr  ahonld  not  conaiat  of  iulBome  compli- 
menta,  or  tediooa  i>olitic8,  or  elaborate  elegancea,  or  general 
fandea ;  but  they  ahould  hare  a  native  deameaa  and  ahort- 
neaa,  a  domeaticalplainneaa^  and  a  peculiar  kind  of  fiuniliarily 
which  can  only  affect  the  humour  of  thoae  to  whom  they 
were  intended.  The  yeryaamepaaaagea  which  make  writinga 
of  thia  nature  delightful  amonsat  Menda,  will  loae  all  manner 
of  taato  when  ther  come  to  be  read  by  thoae  that  are  in- 
different. In  auch.  lettera  the  aoula  of  men  ahould  appear 
undreaaed,  and  in  that  nM;ligent  habit  they  may  be  fit  to  bne 
seen  by  one  or  two  in  a  (£amber,  but  not  to  go  abroad  into 
the  atreeta." 

It  would  be  difiKcult  to  find  a  truer  or  better  deacription 
of  what  letter-writing  ahould  be  than  thia  definition  of  it  by 
Sprat ;  but  he  fi>rfl;ot  that  the  poet,  by  hia  worka,  eatabliahea 
the  aame  peraonal  intereat  with  hia  readera  tiuit  ordinary 
mortala  derive  firom  aodet^.  We  contract  an  intimacy  with 
him  firom  hia  development  of  hia  taatea^  feelinga,  and  aenti- 
menta,,  and  naturally  wiah  to  follow  hun  into  the  ahade  of 
private  life.  Wherever  we  have  truth  and  natnre  there  must 
oe  intereat ;  it  ia  only  when  men  are  aeen  in  maa^erade, 
either  in  their  life  or  writinga,  that  indifference  or  diaguat  ia 
oreated;^  and  in  the  caae  of  men  of  geniua,  this  aympafch^ — 
extending  over  all  humanity— ia  increaaed  a  thoucAudfold. 
The  unreaerved  familiarity  of  Oo^vner'a  lettera  ia  their  great 
charm,  and  elevatea  them  above  au  the  atudied  deacription 
and  witty  repartee  of  ambitioua  correspondenta.  A  aelection 
from  Oowley'a  lettera  would  probably  have  placed  him  in  a 
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&r  moie  important  and  endearing  light  as  regards  the  fiune 
he  80  smeh  coyeted,  than  all  his  ''  epic  and  Pindme  art.'* 
Bifl  essajB  afford  dunpseB  of  his  retirement,  and  to  these  he 
owes  tha  best  half  of  ms  reputation. 

Pope  appears  before  ns  in  most  of  his  letters  as  a  wit  and 
an  author.    He  had  ample  leisurOi  he  stndied  fine  periods, 

C'  ited  scenes,  and  wrought  out  shniles  and  sentmients. 
acknowledged  himself  that  in  his  youthM  epistles  there 
was  an  affectation  of  wit  and  smartness.  There  was  also  an 
excess  of  egotism  and  a  sixain  of  adulation  that  conyeys  an 
impression  of  inoncerity.  The  same  charge,  howeyer,  may 
be  adyanced  against  most  of  the  epistolary  intercourse  of 
that  neriod.  iSyen  Addison,  writizig  to  Craggs  during  his 
last  illness,  does  not  scrapie  to  say  that  the  faimliariiy  which 
existed  between  them  would  be  his  (Addison's)  greatett 
honour  hereafter^  and  that  he  could  not  wish  that  any  of 
his  writinfifs  should  last  longer  than  the  memoiy'  of  their 
MendshipT  Such  expressions  could  not  be  meant  to  be  read 
literally.  Eyery  age  has  its  own  style  of  polite  address,  and 
the  style  in  Pope's  time  was  that  of  layisk  compliment  and 
profession.  Few  yentured  like  Swift  to  write  in  the  *^  little 
language"^  addressed  to  Stella,  or  in  the  free  contemporary 
gossip  which  imparts  so  much  interest,  if  not  yalue,  to 
Horace  Walpole^i  correspondence.  Pope,  howeyer,  though 
generally  constrained  ana  artificial,  wrote,  like  other  men,  in 
yarious  moods,  and  his  letters,  eyen  when  they  assume  the 
form  of  essays  or  elaborate  description,  possess  passages  of 
great  beauty,  eood  sense,  and  fine  obseryation.  He  seldom 
suffered  himself  to  appear  in  undress,  but  his  dressed  style 
is  occasionally  rich  and  pleasing.  He  has  certunly  more 
thought  and  genius  in  his  letters  than  either  Swift  or  Soling- 
broke,  though  Swift  is  more  manly  and  direct,  and  Boling- 
broke  more  easy,  graceful,  and  fluent.  He  was  the  centre  of 
a  brilliant  coterie^  who  owe  much  of  their  fame  to  their  as- 
sociaiden  and  correspondmce  with  the  satirical  and  moral 
poet. 

Though  mixing  little  in  the  society  of  contemporary 
authors  out.  of  his  own  circle,  Pope  was  on  Mendly  terms 
with  Thomson,  Mallet,  and  Young.  Prior  he  knew,  but 
had  little  regard  for.    Thomson's  residence  in  Eew-lan&was 
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oonyenient  of  acoesa,  and  he  frequentiy  paid  the  eaqr,  pood- 
htunonred  poet  a  yisit.'  Mr.  Mitfora  poaaeaaea  an  inteiw 
iMYed  cop7  of  the  Seaaona  Tof  the  edition  of  1786),  oontain- 
iDff  numeroua  alterationa  and  additiona  in  Fope'a  handwiitibo^, 
all  of  which  were  adopted  by  Thomaon.  One  of  theae  la 
eminently  beautifnl,  and  leaaa  na  to  regret  that  Pope  had 
not  otdtiyated  blank  yerae.  In  Thomaon'a  epiaode  of  Fd»- 
mon  and  Layinia  were  theae  lines : 

"  Thoo^tlfln  of  beraty  she  was  Beauty*!  adi^ 
Badoie  among  the  woodi,  if  city  damaa 
Wm  deign  thflirlidtli!  and  tlnia  aha  went  oompeird 
ilj  BtroDg  neceeiitj,  with  aa  aerana 
And  pleaaed  a  look  aa  Patienoe  e'er  pot  cm, 
To  i^ean  Palamon*a  fietde." 

Pope  drew  his  pen  through  theae  linea,  and  wrote  the 
paaaage  aa  it  now  atands : 

»  Thon^tlen  of  beauty  aha  waa  Beanty'a  mStt, 
Beohiae  among  the  cioie  [deep]  embowering  wooda. 
Aa  in  the  libltow  breaat  <n  Apennines 
Beneath  the  ahelter  of  endrding  hlDa, 
A  myrtle  xiaei  fiv  from  hmnan  eyee, 
And  breathea  ita  balmy  fragrance  o*er  the  wild: 
So  floiixiih*d  blooming  and  nnaeen  hy  all, 
The  aweet  LaTinia,  tiu  at  length  compeird 
By  atrong  neceesity'a  aupreme  command, 
With  amflfaig  patience  in  her  looka  die  went 
To  c^ean  PaUBmon*a  flelda.** 

The  aimile  of  the  myrtle  in  the  **  hollow  breaat  of  Apen- 
nine"  ia  one  of  the  finest  in  our  poetry,  and  ia  in  the  yein  of 
the  Epistle  of  Eloisa.  Thomson  waa  then  fiut  poriMng  and 
refining  hia  taste,  and  the  result  waa  seen  in  nia  Castle  of 
Indolence ;  but  he  has  few  lines  ao  claasically  correct  or  ao 
imbued  with  aculptnral  grace  and  beauty,  as  this  description 

•  Hr.  Thomaa  Paik,  in  1791,  hdd  conrenationa  with  aome  annriring  ao- 
qnaintancei  of  Thomaon.  Mr.  Bobertaon,  augeon  of  the  bonaehold  at  aJew, 
recollected  Pope'k  fiaitfaig  hie  friend,  the  author  of  the  Seaaona.  Thomaon'a 
hairdreeaer  had  alao  aeen  him,  and  aidd  that  when  Pope  called  on  hia  brother 
poet,  he  nsoally  wore  a  light-oolonred  great-coat  which  he  k^t  on  in  the 
honae.  **He  waa,**  aaid  the  baiber,  **a  atrange,  ffl-finoned  little  fignre  of  a 
man;  but  I  have  heard  him  and  Qidn  and  Fattenon  talk  ao  together  at 
Thomaon*!,  that  I  conld  have  liatened  to  them  tot  eyer."  Pope  aobaeiibed 
tor  three  coplea  of  Thomaon'a  Seaaona  in  1780. 
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of  Layinia.    The  ima^iiiatiTe  glow  of  the  trae  poet  was  often 
obscmed  hj  the  turgid  and  prolix  rersifier. 

Thomson's  tragedy  of  jMomemnon  (1788)  was  also  pruned 
and  dressed  hj  rope,  and  he  attended  its  first  representation 
in  the  theatre,  where  he  was  welcomed,  Johnson  says,  ''by  a 
general  dap.''  Pope,  Johnson  adds,  ''had  much  regard  for 
Thomson,  and  once  expressed  it  in  a  poetical  epistle  sent  to 
Italy,  of  which,  however,  he  abated  the  yalue  by  transplant- 
ing some  of  the  lines  into  his  Epistle  to  Arbuthnot."  This 
poetical  epistle  sent  to  Thomson  has  not  been  made  public. 
The  transplanted  lines  were  nrobably  those  at  the  condu- 
sion  of  the  address  to  Arbuthnot,  which  seem  to  haye  been 
written  about  the  time  that  Thomson  was  abroad  as  travel- 
ling companion  to  Mr.  Talbot,  and  which  origin^y  com- 
menced, 

"  While  every  J07,  soooefliftil  youth  I  is  thhie, 
Be  no  nnpleaflfaig  meUncholy  ndne.**  * 

Pojpe  was  said  to  have  been  present  at  the  representation 
of  Pielding's  satire  of  JPtuquinf  but  he  gave  the  report  a 
distinct  contradiction.  In  his  Ghmb-street  wars  the  poet 
had  encountered  Fielding,  whose  true  genius  was  not  then 
manifested.  He  was  known  only  as  the  writer  of  hasty, 
bad  plays,  in  one  of  which — Uhe  Old  Debauchee — ^he  had 
committed  the  sin  of  CoUey  Cibber,  in  ridiculing  the  Bomish 
priests  and  Church.  He  had  also  dedicated  to  Lady  Mary 
and  Walpole,  and  in  his  Tom  Thumb  had,  with  distinguished 
success,  carried  out  Pope's  idea  of  illustrating  the  Bathos  by 
dting  examples  from  t&e  minor  poets  and  dramatists,  among 
whom  he  induded  Ghty  and  Thomson.  Pope  parodied  some 
of  the  lines  of  this  popular  burlesque,  ana  ridiculed  the  ex- 
pression "  whispering  in  books" — "  an  art,"  he  says,  "  whidi 
it  seems  was  known  to  the  sages  in  King  Arthur's  days :  an 
art  as  ingenious  as  that  of  painting  a  sound.**  Pielding 
aimed  a  few  li^ht  shafts  at  the  Qrub-street  Journal^  and  in  a 
pretended  criticism  on  his  Coveni  Garden  Tragedy ^  in  the 
style  of  the  Grub-street  orade,  he  made  a  covert  aUusion  to' 
Pope :  "  I  have  long  been  sensible  that  the  days  of  poetry 

*  See  note  to  Epistle  to  Axbathnot ;  elao  Pope'i  letter  to  Aiion  HflL  Sept 
«,  1781. 
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are  no  moie,  imd  tliat  there  is  but  one  of  the  modems  (who 
9haU  be  nameless)  that  can  write  either  sense,  or  Es^lish,  or 
grammar."  Pope  and  his  coadjutors  had  the  best  of  tins 
dight  passage-at-arms,  for  lielding's  plays  are,  in  erery 
sense,  loose  productions ;  but  one  would  like  to  haye  known 
what  Pope  thought  of  the  two  small  yolumes  which  i^peared 
in  February,  1742,  entitled  ''The  Adyentures  of  Joseph 
Andrews,  and  of  his  Friend  Mr.  Abraham  Adams." 

The  practice  of  correcting  was  a  favourite  employment 
with  Pope.  He  was  always  a  critical  reader.  His  copy  of 
GartVs  iHspensary,  1708,  attests  his^  habit  of  minute  obser- 
yation.  At  the  end  of  the  ydume,  in  a  hand  as  small  and 
neat  as  print,  he  has  written: 

Dispensary,  p.  18,  line  1,  Canto  8,  seems  contradiotoiy  to  line  4. 

P.  1^,  line  ll,  is  oontradictoiy  to  lines  IS  and  13. 

P.  83,  line  9,  centEadiots  itseS. 

P.  71,  line  10,  is  taken  entirely  from  Bladunore's  Pnnoe  Arthur. 

P.  80,  line  6,  ftc.,  are  hinted  m>m  Blackmore,  ibid,  p.  97. 

We  turn  to  the  first  of  l^ese  passages,  and  read: 

"  Soon  ai  with  gentle  sigfaa  tbe  evening  breeze 
Began  to  wbiqMr  thioxigh  the  murmniiDg  ttees, 
And  night  to  wrap  in  A»Am  the  monntaina*  heada, 
While  irinda  laj  huah'd  in  anbtenanean  becla.*' 

Certainly,  if  the  breeze  was  whispering,  the  winds  could 
not  be  hushed  in  their  subterranean  beds.  The  second 
contradictory  passage  runs  thus : 

**  Aa  th*  aiijT  meeaenger  the  Fury  apied, 
Awhile  hia  curdling  Uood  forgot  to  j^de; 
Oonftudon  on  hia  fiiiinting  vitJa  hung." 

Tins  passage  might  haye  been  cited  in  the  Bathos ;  for 
imparting  to  the  imy. messenger  ''blood''  and  ''yitals"  is 
not  exce^ed  in  absurdiiy  by  any  of  the  tribe  of  flying  fishes, 
swallows,  or  ostriches.  The  line  that  contradicts  itsdf  is  as 
follows: 

**  Hexe  hia^/^rfalmaoat  old  Ghaoe  heq^J*  * 

*  Tbia  intereeting  volume  waa  in  Mr.  Bogers'a  collection,  and  had  an  U- 
IcutrioBB  pedigree.  It  was  given  to  Pope  by  Quthi  tiien  l^  Pope  to  War- 
bnrton  in  the  year  1744.    Bj  Waibnrton  it  waa  given  to  Kaaon  hi  175S ; 
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(Jarth,  like  ThomBon,  adopted  all  Pope's  correctionB. 

Mallet  had  courted  Po^  with  the  most  servile  adulation. 
His  poem  of  **  Verbal  Gntidsm"  was  inscribed  to  Pope,  for 
whom  he  professed  his  **  uiviolable  esteem/'  and  to  siatify 
whom  he  atia<^ed  a&esh  the  Tictims  of  the  Dmidad,  and 
insulted  the  learned  Bentley.  When  Mallet's  tragedy  of 
Mu9tapha  was  brought  on  the  stage  (1739),  P<q>e  iqypeared 
at  the  theatre  on  the  first  night  of  its  representation.  All 
the  chiefs  in  opposition  to  the  Court  were  present,  for  the 
play  was  said  to  glance  at  the  King  and  Sir  JSobert  Walpole 
in  the  characters  of  Solyman  the  Magnificent  and  Bustan  his 
vizier.  The  play,  as  Payies  tells  us,  was  acted  with  great 
applause ;  and  at  its  close  Pope  went  behind  the  scenes, 
Tniere  he  had  not  been  for  some  years.  *^  He  expressed  him- 
self to  be  well  pleased  with  the  entertainment,  and  par- 
ticularly addressed  himself  to  Quin,  who  was  greatiy  flattered 
with  the  distinction  paid  him  by  so  great  a  man ;  and  when 
Pope's  ser?ant  brought  his  master's  scarlet  doak,  Quin  in- 
sisted upon  the  honour  of  putting  it  on  him."^ 

Thomson  and  Mallet  were  prorably  both  indebted  to  Pope 
for  their  introduction  to  I^^telton,  who,  in  1737,  became 
Secretary  to  the  Prince  of  w  ales.  Mallet  was  made  under- 
secretary, with  a  salary  of  2002.  a  year,  and  Thomson  had^  a 
pension  of  lOOZ.  From  his  first  entrance  into  public  life,  in 
1780,  Lyttelton  distinguished  himself  by  his  opposition  to 
Walpole  and  the  Court.  His  politics  were  thus  in  unison 
with  those  of  Pope;  and  in  Ms  poetry  there  was  the  same 
similarity  of  tastes,  though  Utue  resemblance  in  power. 
Lyttelton  tried  his  hand  at  a  series  of  Pastorals,  which  Po^ 
corrected;  and  occasionally  the  dder  poet  accompanied  ms 
Mend  to  the  &mily  seat  of  Hagley,  in  Worcestershire.    In 

t 

tnm  MMOiiit4eeoendedto  Lord  St  Helen's;  and  Lozd  St  Helen's,  shortly 
before  Ids  death  in  1815,  presented  it  to  Mr.  Sogers.  In^e  the  ooyer  is 
affixed  one  of  the  Homer  receipts: — ''Becoived  of  the  Maiqnis  of  Dor- 
chester Two  Guineas,  being  tlie  fizst  payment  to  the  Subscription  for  the 
Trandalion  of  Homer's  Dias,  to  be  delivered  in  qoires  to  the  Bearer  hereof 
in  the  manner  spediied  in  the  proposals,  A.  Fopb."  AU  the  names  left 
blank  in  the  poem  are  filled  up  by  Pope;  and  at  the  «nd  is  the  fiill-length 
flkstch,  engraved  in  Warton's  edition,  and  copied  for  this  iroik,  which  was 
dzmwn  in  pen  and  fade  by  Hoare  of  Bath. 
•  Davies'a  Lifo  of  Ganick,  yoL  iL  p.  86. 
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tliftfc^^ British  Tempo"  (so  designftfced  by  Thomson^  a  fa^ 
Tourito  haunt  of  Pope's  is  marked  by  an  nm  erectea  to  his 
memoiy  by  Lyttdtoni  with  an  inscription  that  characterises 
Pope  as  ^the  sweetwt  and  most  elegant  of  English  poets, 
the  severest  chastiser  of  Tice,  andthemost  persuasiye  t^icher 
of  wisdom."  ^  An  inscription  on  a  seat  in  Magley  Park  is  no 
less  eulogistic : 

^^HoePopehisreitedl    Sacred  be  the  Bluida; 
Here  hang  yonr  gadaade  erery  tylTaii  maid ; 
Here  sport,  ye  Mnaee,  and  tUa  sacred  groTB 
Henoeftirih  beyond  your  own  Pamaasns  lore." 

^  Such  tributes  mark  the  extraordinary  popularity  of  Pope  in 
his  own  da;^.  He  had,  indeed,  complmiented  Lyttdton  on 
his  jpatriotism  and  virtue,  but  the  compliment  was  well 
mented.  When  Henry  Pox,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  up- 
braided Igrttelton  for  his  intimacy  with  an  ''unjust  and 
licentious  lampooner,"  the  young  statesman  re^b'ed  that  he 
deemed  it  an  honour  to  be  received  into  the  familiarity  of  so 
great  a  poet. 

In  Youn^,  as  a  moral  and  satirical  ^et,  Pope  had  no  con- 
temptible nvaL  His  satires  are  little  mferior  to  those  of  the 
great  master,  and  contain  many  happy  epigrammatic  sketches 
of  fSsMihionable  follies  and  of  living  persons.  Though  written 
in  the  style  of  Pope,  they  were  publishedprior  to  the  Moral 
Essays  or  Imitations  of  Horace ;  and  Tonne's  ridicule  of 
&lse  taste  in  ostentatious  building,  bibliomania,  tulip-fmcy- 
^gy  ^'9  ^  <dl  probability  suggested  the  more  energetic  and 
severe  delineations  of  his  illusmous  contemporary.  Though 
all  his  life  a  courtier  and  a  place-hunter,  Youn g  is  said  to  have 
been  remarkable  for  frequent  absence  of  mind,  .of  which  Pope 
relates  an  amusing  instance : 

''My  sopner  was  as  sinpodar  as  my  dinner.  It  was  with  a  great 
Poet  and  Oae-maker  (that  is,  a  great  poet  out  of  his  wits  or  oat  of  his 
wav).  He  came  to  me  veiv  hungry,  not  for  want  of  a  dumer  (for  that 
I  uionld  make  no  jest  of)  bat,  having  forsot  to  dine.  He  fell  most 
forioosly  on  the  broiled  relics  of  a  snoolder  of  mutton,  commonly 
called  a  blade-bone;  he  professed. he  never  tasted  bo  exquisite  a 
thing!  bagged  me  to  tell  him  what  joint  it  was,  wondering  he  had 
xiever  heard  the  name  of  this  joint,  or  seen  it  at  other  tables ;  and  de- 
sired to  know  how  he  might  direct  his  batcher  to  oat  out  the  same 
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for  the  fdtnre.  And  jet  this  man,  so  ignonnt  in  modem  botoherjr, 
has  cat  up  half  a  hundred  heroes,  and  fiye  or  six  miserable  bvers  in 
ereiy  tragedy  he  has  written." 

Ghray  appears  to  have  been  in  company  with  Pope.    In  one 
of  luB  lettOTS  to  Walpole  is  the  following 


which  Mr.  Sogers  had  transcribed  in  a  hlankl^  of  his  copy 
of  Warton's  Pope :  **  I  can  say  no  more  for  Mr.  Pope  (for 
what  you  keep  in  reserve  may  be  worse  than  all  the  rest). 
It  is  natnral  to  wish  the  finest  writer— one  of  them— we  erer 
had,  should  be  an  honest  man.  It  is  the  interest  even  of 
that  yirtoei  whose  Mend  he  professed  himself  and  whose 
beaaties  he  sunff,  that  he  shonld  not  be  found  a  dirty  animal. 
But,  however,  tms  is  Mr.  Warburton*s  business,  not  mine, 
who  may  scribble  his  pen  to  the  stumps,  and  all  in  vain,  if 
these  fiicts  are  so.  It  is  not  from  what  he  told  me  about 
himself  that  I  thought  well  of  him,  but  firom  a  humanity  and 
goodness  of  heart,  ay,  and  sfeatoess  of  mind,  that  runs 
through  his  private  corresj^ndence,  not  less  apparent  than 
are  a  thousand  little  vanities  and  weaknesses  mixed  with 
those  good  qualities,  for  nobody  ever  took  him  for  a  nhiloso- 
pher."  In  Mr.  Norton  NichoU's  reminiscences  of  u-ray  we 
have  similar  testimony;  ''Pope's  translation  of  the  jQiad 
stood  very  high  in  his  estimation;  and  when  he  heard  it 
criticised  as  wanting  the  simplicity  of  the  original,  or  being 
rather  a  paraphrase  than  a  translation,  and  not  giving  ajust 
idea  of  the  poet's  style  and  maimer,  he  always  said, '  There 
would  never  be  another  translation  of  the  same  poem  equal 
to  it.'  He  liked  the  poetry  of  Pope  in  general,  and  approved 
an  observation  of  Shenstone,  that '  Pope  had  the  art  of  con- 
densing a  thought.'  He  said  of  his  letters,  that  they  were 
not  good  letters,  but  better  things.  He  thought  that  Pope 
had  a  good  heart,  in  spite  of  his  peevish  temper."  Pope's 
filial  affection,  his  manly  and  liberal  sentiments  on  religious 
toleration,  and  his  contempt  for  infidel  philosophers  and 
affected  virtuosi,  were  features  in  his  character  that  must 
have  won  the  approbation  and  even  the  love  of  Gray.  His 
choice,  condensed  expression,  and  fine  diction,  must  also  have 
delighted  one  who  vras  no  less  accomplished  in  those  graces 
of  the  poet  and  scholar.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have 
no  record  of  the  personal  intercourse  between  Ghray  and 
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Pope,  fdhkded  to  abore.  It  was  piobab^  dight,  as  Gnj  did 
ztot  Tehim  from  Ihb  coniineBtal  tour  till  September,  1741, 
and  afterwards  redded  chiefly  at  Cambricige.  Walpole'a 
cbaige  against  the  poefs  memory  must  haye  rrfoEied  to  tiie 
affiedr  of  tiie  Dachess  of  Marlborough  and  the  impnted  bribe 
of  10002.,  aa  rdated  in  Walpole's  JBteminiacenceSy  to  which 
we  shall  afterwards  refer. 

Tope  was  chaiy  of  his  praise  to  Uteraiy  contemporazieB. 
His  notice  of  them  so  often  took  the  form  of  satire,  that  he 
was  represented  as  enyious  of  rising  merit.  Welstedyinthe 
"  One  jBpistle,"  hazarded  an  accusation  of  tins  kind,  which, 
we  baye  seen,  Pope  indignantlj  repelled.  l%e  recipient  of 
his  fayomr,  howeyer,  required  to  be  either  yery  popular  or 
yeiy  submundye.  He  had  been  raised  to  such  an  devation 
by  tiie  public  suffirage,  and  he  guarded  his  supremacy  witb 
audi  fretful  amdeW  and  jealousy,  that  any  contempcnvzy 
striking  out  an  in&nendent  path,  or  controyerting  any  of 
his  po^ical  or  critical  canons,  could  hardly  bope  to  receive 
his  oonntenance  or  regard.  Let  it  be  remembered,  howerer, 
to  his  bonour,  that  from  admiration  of  Johnson's  *^  London,** 
he  had,  unsolicited,  written  to  Lord  Gh)wer  to  ]nromote  the 
views  of  the  then  rtruggling  and  almost  despairing  literazy 
adyenturer. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1787,  Pope  rambled 
about  as  usual,  and  was  at  tSouthampton  and  Fortemoi^ 
Oxford,  CSvenoester,  and  Bath.  Old  John  Wesley,  as  Mr. 
Bouthey  mentions,  attributed  much  of  his  health  and  lon- 
gevity to  his  fiequent  journeys  and  change  of  air ;  and  Pope 
had  certamly  me  benefit  of  the  same  sslutaiy  and  acreeame 
suocedaneum.  In  one  of  his  excursions  he  addressed  an  in- 
teresting literaiy  note  to  his  ficiend  Sichardson  the  artist, 
^e  original  was  in  the  cdlection  of  Mr.  B^ers,  firom  whom 
wre  obtamed  a  copy,  whidi  we  subjoin.  GQiektter  opens  with 
some  Imes  whii»  have  been  ascribed  to  Adton,  and  said  to 
be  wrftten  on  i  window  at  Chalfont  St.  GKlee,  in  Buckmg- 
hamshire.  MSton,  it  is  wdl  known,  retired  to  Chalfont 
during  ^e  j^agne  of  1665,  his  friend  Elwood,  the  Quaker, 
having  taken  a  residence  for  him  in  tiie  countay  till  Hbe 
pestSencevraaover.  Pope  appears  to  have  been  stoick  with 
the  merit  of  the  lines,  or  with  the  peculiarity  of  their  being 
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fonnd  wiitfceii  on  a  pane  of  glass;  but  they  bear  no  internal 
eyidence  of  being^  the  composition  of  Imlton ;  nor  (apart 
from  the  &ct  of  ms  blindness)  oonld  they  have  been  written 
on  tiie  small  diamond-paned  window  of  the  C(^tage  at  Ohal- 
fonty  in  whicb  the  poet  resided : 

^FamdmaCflast  Wmdawin^  VUiaffe  qf  Ckafflmt^  Budr$. 

"  Fair  mSiTor  of  foul  times;  whose  fragOt  sheea 
SluOl,  as  it  blazeCh,  bresk;  whfle  PioTidence, 
Aye  watdiing  o*er  his  saints  with  eye  unseen, 
Spzeads  the  red  roll  of  angiy  pestilence^ 
Tt>  sweep  the  wicked  and  their  counsels  hence; 
Tea,  an  to  break  the  pride  of  lustful  kings, 
Who  Heaven's  lore  r^Mt  for  hmtish  sense; 
As  ent  he  sconrg'd  Jessides*  sin  of  yore 
For  the  fidr  HitSte,  when,  on  seraph^s  wings, 
He  sent  him  war,  or  plagcie,  or  fiunine  sore.** 

"July  18. 

''Dbab  Bm, — ^I  hare  been  in  Oxfordshire  and  Buckinghamshire 
these  ten  days,  and  return  to  Twitziam  by  Thnrsdar,  when  I  hope  to 
see  you,  and  to  fix  a  day  after  Sunday  n^  or  on  niday  or  Saturday, 
if  yoa  can  send  me  word  to  Lord  Comhnry's.  Ihe  abore  was  &;i?en 
me  hy  a  gentleman  as  I  travelled.  I  oopiM  it  for  jon.  You'll  tell 
me  more  of  it  peihaps  than  I  can. — ^lonrs,  ever,  A.  xoteJ* 

That  the  poet  was  not  idle  is  proved  by  the  nnmber  of  his 
pnbHcations  in  1787.  In  that  year  five  of  his  ImitationB  of 
Horace  appeared — ^the  first  epistle  of  the  first  book,  the  sixth 
epistle  or  the  first  book,  the  first  epistle  of  the  second  book, 
the  second  epistle  <d  the  second  book,  and  the  Ode  to  Yenus, 
book  IT.  ode  i.  These  were  the  easiest  of  all  his  productions, 
but  thej  would  be  the  most  ^fficult  to  copy.  Pope  maj 
be  said  to  hare  '' stolen  the  authentic  fire''  of  the  JEt(miui 
poet,  and  to  have  possessed  all  his  graces.  In  these  popidar 
and  delipfhtful  imitations  he  had  opportunities  oC  expressing 
his  sentunents  on  all  questions  social,  moral,  andpoliticid, — 
of  eontrasting  modem  with  ancient  manners ;  describing, 
satirising,  or  praisiue.  He  was  idso  enabled  to  gratify  his 
priyate  tastes  and  feelings  bj  commemorating  some  of  those 
mendships  which  form^  the  solace  and  honour  of  his  life. 
One  epistle  was  inscribed  to  Bolingbroke;  another  was  ad- 
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dressed  to  Murray,  then  risiiig  rapidly  into  reputation  at  the 
bar;  and  Colonel  Ootterdl,  the  representatire  of  an  dd  Oz- 
fitrdBhire  fiunily,  was  distinguiahed  in  the  same  manner. 
Spence  mentionB  a  report  that  the  Duchess  of  MarlboroDffh 
had  oSstei  Pope  a  rexy  considerable  sum  if  he  would  dedi- 
cate a  puiegyrio  to  her  illuBtrious  husband;  and  that  an 
opulent  dtizeny  Alderman  Barber  (Swift's  **  dear,  good,  old 
&iend"),  would  gladly  have  giren  some  thousands  for  eyen  a 
single  laudatory  cou]^et.  But  the  most  rich  and  energetio 
of  these  imitations  is  that  addressed  to  Gteoi|;e  IE.  aa  the 
Boman  poet  addressed  Augustus.  Here  Pope  is  seen  aa  the 
refined  satirist  and  the  discriminating  critic.  Thetasteeand 
yioes  of  the  nation,  its  literature,  arts,  and  morals,  are  passed 
under  reyiew,  and  the  satire  concludes  with  a  passage  of  the 
seyerest  irony  on  the  soyereini  and  his  flatterers.  A  refer- 
ence to  Swift  in  this  powerful  epistle  is  said  to  haye  aroused 
the  indignation  of  the  goyemment,  and  to  haye  marked  out 
Pope  for  prosecution.    The  offending  couplet  was  this— 

"  And  kftTe  on  Swift  this  gnteftil  Terse  engnnr'd : 
The  ric^  a  Court  atUck'd,  a  poet  w/'d? 

No  steps,  howeyer,  appear  to  haye  been  taken.  Towards 
the  dose  of  the  year,  Bathurst  describes  Pope  as  running 
about  London  with  his  usual  restlessness  and  sctinty.  **  He 
ia  as  sure  to  be  there  in  a  bustle  as  a  porpoise  in  a  storm. 
He  told  me  that  he  would  retire  to  Twickemiam  for  a  fort- 
night, but  I  doubt  it  much.'*  But  whereyer  he  went  poeixy 
was  not  neglected,  and  next  year  he  issued  two  satiriod  dia- 
logues, entitled  One  Thomand  Seven  Sundred  and  Tkirty* 
eighty  which  were  afterwards  adopted  and  named  as  an  Epi- 
logue to  the  Satires.  These  productions  are  in  the  same 
elevated  strain  as  the  Epistle  to  Augustus,  and  exhibit;  as 
Warton  remarks,  ^*  every  species  of  sarcasm  and  mode  and 
style  of  leasoning^-^dicule,  irony,  mirth,  seriousness,  lamen- 
tation, laughter,  fiimiliar  imagery,  and  high  poetical  paint- 
ing." One  passage  relating  to  the  death  of  Queen  Caroline 
must  haye  renewed  the  enmity  of  the  Court.  The  poet  in- 
yokes^  the  ^melandioly  muse'*  to  hang  the  sad  verse  on 
Carolina's  urn, 

**  And  haH  her  panage  to  the  realms  of  reeti 
AU parU perfornCdt  and  att  her  ckiUren  bkn^d/* 
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A  double  sarcasm  is  liere  conveyed.  The  queen  did  not 
perform  all  parfcs — she  did  not  take  the  sacrament  in  her  last 
QloesB,  and  she  did  not  send  her  blessing  to  her  son,  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  Both  circnmstances  were  much  canrassed 
at  the  time,  and  the  most  contradictory  reports  prevailed. 
Ooze,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Walpole,  states  that  the  queen  sent 
her  blessing  to  her  son,  with  a  message  of  forgiveness,  but 
the  minute  details  given  by  Lord  HOTvey,  an  eye-witness, 
diffprove  the  assertion,  and  show  how  much  better  Pope  was 
informed  than  most  of  his  contemporaries.^ 

But  though  thus  attackingthe  Court,  Pope  spared  the 
minister,  ^e  service  which  walpole  had  rendered  in  pro* 
curing  the  abbacy  for  Father  Southcote,  was  not  forgotten, 
and  the  hanhomie  which  characterised  the  Wh^  chi^  con- 
ciliated the  poet's  regard.  In  the  first  of  these  Dialogues  we 
have  an  adnurable  sketch  of  Walpole  as  Pope  occasiomdly  be- 
hcdd  him  in  private  life : 

^  Seen  him  I  lunre,  but  in  Ids  happier  hour 
Of  social  pleasnze,  iU  ezdumged  finr  power, 
Seen  him  micnmWd  with  &  Ttnal  tribe, 
Smile  without  art,  and  whi  without  a  bribe.*** 

Sir  Bobert,  however,  must  have  consented  to  the  threat- 
ened prosecution  of  Pope,  or,  at  least,  to  the  necessity  of 
admonishing  him  of  his  danger.  The  poet's  popularity,  the 
dread  of  his  powerful  invective,  and  the  long  array  of  mends 
he  commanded,  made  the  minister  pause,  and  it  was  deemed 
safer  to  begin  with  a  humble  victim.  Paul  Whitehead,  who 
had  a  few  years  before  vmtten  a  poem  bearing  the  ominous 
title  of  the  State  Punces,  in  1788  produced  a  second  poem, 

^  See  notes  to  Prologue  to  the  Satires.  Lord  Herve7*s  Memoirs  of  the 
Court  were  not  published  till  1848. 

•  The  unlndgr  James  Moore-Smythe  might  have  claimed  priority  over 
Pope,  in  thus  viewing  the  character  of  Walpole.  In  his  dedication  of  the 
Bival  Modes  to  the  Whig  minister,  Smythe  says  he  would  pass  over  his 
public  character,  and  dwdl  on  his  ami]U>le  character  in  private  lifb :  "I 
mean,  sir,  to  view  you,  after  the  dose  of  a  day  spent  in  the  assertion  of 
liberty,  indulghig  freedom  to  those  who  have  the  hi^iness  to  be  more  par- 
ticularly near  your  person — as  if  the  direction  of  your  own  fomUy  was  a 
model  of  that  great  |dan  from  which  your  wisdom  will  never  mstht  yon  to 
vary  in  the  support  of  the  British  EstabUshment." 
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entitled  Maimeny  in  which  were  some  paBsaget  deemed  per- 
sonal and  Tirdent,  particolaily  one  Tone  in  which  Sheiiock, 
Biahcm  of  Saliahinjy  and  the  Church  of  England,  were  de- 
giadea  to  an  eqaaUtj  with  orator  Henlej  and  his  gilt  tab: 

«  And  Shedodkf  1  diop  and  Hcnkj*!  aie  liM  nme.'' 

The  bidiop  resented  this  inralt  bo&  on  personal  and  poblic 
grounds,  ana  in  his  phu»  in  the  Honse  oi  Lords  he  mored 
that  WUtehead  should  be  called  before  their  lordships.  The 
satirist,  howerer,  prudently  dis^peared,  and.  the  inaignation 
of  the  Honse  was  directed  to  his  pnblidier,  the  modnt  and 
inofEensiye  Bobert  Dodsley.  Dodsiey  was  «K)rehended  and 
placed  Icnr  a  diort  time  in  confinement.  The  O^poekion  peers 
and  menAers  of  the  Honse  of  Commons  made  so  formidable 
a  display  of  sympathy  with  the  persecuted  bookseller,  tiiat 
the  procee£n£;sa£ainst  him  were  soon  abandoned;  andDods- 
ley  beUeyed  l£at  his  case  was  designed  only  as  a  famt  to  Pope. 
He  informed  Warton  that  Pope  understood  the  prosecution 
in  this  light,  and  refrained  from  publishing  a  third  dialogue 
which  he  had  contemplated  sending  to  the  press.  The  hint 
was  a  disagreeable  one  to  Dodsley,  as^  besides  the  annoyance 
and  inconyenience  it  occasioned,  his  expenses  amounted  to 
seyenty  pounds.  Pope  continued  in  &your  at  the  Court  of 
the  Prmce  of  Wales,  at  Leicester  House,  but  he  supported 
it  by  no  more  political  satires. 

The  correspondence  between  Pope  and  Swift  was  now 
drawing  to  a  dose.  There  is  an  affectionate  letter  from  the 
former,  dated  May  17,  1789,  in  which  Pope  reyiews  the 
circle  of  their  common  friends,  a  circle  now  lessened  by 
death  and  diyided  by  &e  yidssitudes  of  fortune.  Swift  had 
long  been  sunk  in  health  and  spirits.  His  periodical  at- 
tacks of  deafiiess  and  giddiness  luid  become  more  freouent 
and  seyere,  his  memory  was  decayed,  the  fi)untain  of  his 
poetry  dried  up,  and  his  soul  lacerated,  as  he  said,  by  the 
ccnruptions  and  oppression  he  wituMsed  in  Ireland.  His 
misanthropy  was  deepened  by  these  physical  infirmities,  and 
by  his  Bohtary  li&,  fVom  whim  or  obstinacy  he  refiised  to 
wear  spectacles,  and  he  was  thus  to  a  great  extent  cut  off 
from  the  solace  and  pleasure  of  rea^g,  which  Pope  yalued 
aboye  all  conyersation,  and  was.  reduc^  to  the  socieiy  of  a 
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few  flatto^en  and  companions,  who  **  loyed  wine  that  cost 
them  nothing."  Occasionally  a  flash  of  the  old  fire  brightened 
up  the  sullen  gloom ;  bnt  these  coruscations  were  fiud  and 
transient.'  To  his  early  benefactor,  thus  shattered  and  dis- 
niritedjPope  writes  concerning  their  former  associal^s.  Bo- 
lii^broke  was  stQl  unsubdued : 

««He  has  sold  Dawley  for  36,000/.,  muoh  to  his  own  satisfaofcioii. 
Iffis  plan  of  life  is  now  a  yerj  agreeahb  one,  in  the  finest  oountiy  of 
Trance,  divided  between  study  and  ezerdse;  for  he  still  reads  or 
writes  fiye  or  six  hours  a  day,  and  generally  hnnis  twice  a  week.  He 
has  the  whole  forest  of  PonfiSneblwn  at  his  command,  with  the  king's 
stables  and  dog^  ftc,  his  lady's  son-in-law  being  governor  of  i&i 

Elaoe.  She  resides  most  part  of  the  vear  with  my  lord,  at  a  large 
ouse  they  have  hired,  and  the  rest  witn  her  danghter,  who  is  abbess 
of  a  royal  convent  in  the  neig[hboazhood.  Inever  saw  him  in  stronger 
health  or  in  better  hnmoor  with  his  friends,  or  more  indifferent  imd 
)  to  his  enemies.  He  is  sedonsly  set  upon  writing  some 
I  of  the  history  of  his  times." 

Jervas  is  next  mentioned.  He  had  returned  firom  Borne 
and  Naples,  whither  he  had  gone  in  pursuit  of  health. 
'^  An  asthma  has  reduced  his  body,  but  his  Cfpirit  retains  all 
its  vigour,  and  he  is  returned,  declaring  life  itself  not  worth 

*  The  qnalHy  or  tatont  of  homoar  Is  oftflo,  aa  Pope  iwmiked  In  the  caae 
ofWjdicdej,  the  last  to  lesve  a  mao.  At  the  time  that  Swift  was  writing 
to  Pope  in  a  strain  of  ^oom  and  despondency,  we  find  this  characteristie 
note  to  his  oonsin,  Mn.  Whitewaj,  oonoemhig  a  box  of  soap  and  a  brush 
wUdi  had  been  sent  to  him  l^*  his  oonsin,  Mr.  D.  Swift: 

"  Mr.  Swift's  gimoracks  of  cope  and  baUs,  in  order  to  my  convenient 
shaving  with  ease  and  dispatch,  together  with  ihe  presa^tion  on  half  a 
sheet  St  paper,  was  exactly  followed,  bnt  some  inoonveniendes  attended: 
for  I  cot  my  fooe  once  or  twioe^  was  Jnst  twice  as  long  in  the  performance^ 
and  left  twice  as  mnch  hair  behind,  as  I  have  done  this  twelvemonth  past 
I  retmn  him,  therefine,  all  his  implements,  and  my  own  compliments,  witii 
alnmdanoe  <tf  tlumks,  becanse  he  hath  fixed  me  dmring  life  in  my  old  hnm- 
dmm  mj.  Give  me  a  foil  and  trae  acoomit  of  all  your  healths,  and  so 
adieo.    I  am  ever,  Ao.  ^  Joor.  Swdt. 

**  Oct  8xd  or  4th,  or  rather  as  the  bniler  says, 
the  2nd,  on  Tneedi^,  1788.** 

Swift  was  then  hi  his  seventy-first  year.  An  interesting  accoont  of  the 
dosbg  years  of  Swift*s  life  and  of  the  malady  nnder  which  his  noble  httel- 
lect  was  prostrated,  is  given  in  the  worlc  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Wilde,  Dublin,  1849. 
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a  day's  jouineTy  at  ihe  expense  of  paitinff  fix>m  one's  finend^^ 
Jerras  died  diortfy  aftor  liis  return,  teayfaig  to  Pope  and 
iheb  common  friend  EckershaU  a  sum  of  lOWl,  eadi  should 
thej  survive  the  arfcisf  s  vTidow,  which  Pope  did  not.  Eras- 
mus Lewis,  Svriffs  futhful  conespondent  and  prose-man,  re- 
membered ^itw  daily : 

*'Dr.  ArbojQmofs  daughter  does  not  degenerate  from  the  hnmoiir 
and  goodness  of  her  ftther.  IIorehermadL  Shei8likeG^,Teij 
idle,  Terj  ingenioos,  and  inflexibly  honest  Mrs.  Ptktij  Bloont  is  one 
of  the  most  considerate  and  mindfbl  women  in  the  worid  towards 
others,  the  least  so  in  regard  to  h^self." 

Then  Pope,  in  his  interesting  and  characteristic  style  of 
^tism,  expatiates  on  his  own  menial  and  bodily  condi- 
tion: 

**Tou  ask  mehowlam  at  Court.  I  keep  mr  old  walk  and  deviate 
firom  it  to  no  Court.  The  Prince  shows  me  a  aistinetion  beyond  aii^ 
merit  or  pretenoe  on  my  part ;  and  I  have  received  a  prewnt  from 
him  of  some  marUe  heads  of  poets  for  my  Ehraiy,  and  some  uns  for 
my  garden.  The  ministerial  writers  rail  at  me:  yet  I  have  no  mnnd 
with  their  masters,  nor  think  it  of  weisht  enou^  to  oomplam  of 
them :  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  the  courtierB  I  ever  was  or 
would  be  acquainted  with.  At  least  th^  are  civil  to  me;  which  is 
an  I  ask  from  courtiers,  and  aU  a  wise  man  will  ei^eot  €rom  them. 
The  Duchess  of  Marlborough  makes  great  court  to  me,  but  I  am  too 
old  for  her ;  yet  I  cultivate  some  young  people's  fncaMJahip,  beoanse 
they  may  be  honest  men;  whereas  the  da  ones,  eiperienoe  too  often 
proves  not  to  be  so;  I  having  dropped  ten  where  I  have  taken  vf 
one,  and  I  hope  to  play  the  better  witii  fewer  in  my  hand.  There  is 
a  Lord  Combuiy,  a  Lord  Pohrarth,  a  Mr.  Murray,  and  one  or  two 
more,  with  whom  I  would  never  fear  to  hold  out  agtdnst  all  the  cor- 
rupti(m  of  the  world. 

**  Yon  compliment  me  in  vainnpon  retaminy  my  poetical  spirit:  I 
am  Cut  smkinff  into  prose ;  and  if  ever  I  wnte  more,  it  oiuriit  (at 
these  years  ana  in  these  times)  to  be  something  the  matter  of  whuh 
will  give  a  value  to  the  work,  not  merely  tte  manner.  Smce  my 
protest  (for  so  I  call  my  ''Dialogue'*  of  1738}  I  have  written  but 
ten  Hues,  which  I  will  send  you.  Thej  are  an  insertion  for  the  next 
new  cation  of  the  Pundad,  iriiioh  gezmlly  is  reprinted  once  in  two 
years." 

He  next  describes  his  health  and  mode  of  spending  his 
time: 
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"The  moFDings  are  mjlife;  in  the  evenings  I  am  not  dead  m- 
deed,  bat  sleep  and  am  stapid  enough.  I  love  reading  still,  better 
than  oonversf&on;  bat  my  eyes  f(uJ,  and  at  the  hoars  when  most 
people  indulge  in  company  I  am  tared  and  find  the  labour  of  the  day 
sufficient  to  weiffh  me  down.  So  I  hide  myself  in  bed,  as  a  bird  in 
his  nest,  much  about  the  same  time,  and  rise  and  chirp  the  earlier  in 
the  morning.  I  often  yaiy  the  scene  (mdeed  at  eveiy  friend's  call) 
from  London  to  Twickenham,  or  the  contrary,  to  receive  them  or  be 
received  by  them. 

"Lord  Bathuist  is  still  my  constant  friend  and  yours,  but  his 
countiy  seat  is  now  always  in  Qloucestershire,  not  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. Mr.  Pulteney  has  no  countiy  seat,  and  in  town  I  see  him 
seldom;  but  he  always  asks  after  you.  In  the  summer  I  generally 
ramble  for  a  month  to  Lord  Gobham's,  the  Bath,  or  elsewhere.  In 
all  of  these  rambles  my  mind  is  full  of  you  and  poor  (Say,  with  whom 
I  travelled  so  deli^htfally  two  summers.  Wh^  cannot  I  cross  the 
sea  ?  The  unhanpiest  roaladv  I  have  to  complam  of,  the  unhappiest 
accident  of  my  wnole  life,  is  tnat  weakness  of^tiie  breast,  which  makes 
the  physicians  of  opinion  that  a  strong  vomit  would  kiU  me.  I  went 
some  years  ago  with  Lord  Peterborough,  about  ten  les^es  at  sea, 
purely  to  try  if  I  could  sail  without  sea-sickness,  and  with  no  other 
view  than  to  make  yourself  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  a  visit  before  I 
died.  But  the  experiment  thougb  almost  all  the  way  near  the  coast, 
had  almost  ended  all  my  views  at  once.  Well,  then,  I  must  submit 
to  live  at  the  distance  which  Fortune  has  set  us  at ;  but  my  memoxy; 
my  affections,  my  esteem,  are  inseparable  from  you,  and  will,  my  dear 
fnend«  be  for  ever  yours." 

Pope's  intimacy  witb  the  Prince  of  Wales  must  have  been 
formed  some  years  previous  to  the  date  of  this  letter,  though 
it  would  natu^rally  be  increased  by  bis  Boyal  Hiffhness's  re- 
moval to  Eew,  after  the  violent  rupture  vritb  the  Court  of 
St.  James's,  in  1737.  Two  years  before  this,  as  appears 
firom  Lyttelton's  correspondence,  Prederick  bad  been  a  visitor 
atTwidL6nham,^0and  Glover,  the  poet,  mentioned  to  Warton 

1*  Lyttelton  writet  to  the  Prince: — **  Give  me  leeve  to  remind  your 
Boyal  Hic^meH  of  what  yoa  said  at  Hr.  Pope*8,  whece  you  waa  lieard  with 
audi  emotiona  of  Joy  and  gimtitade  l^  aU  who  were  present.  Ton  said  yon 
would  i^adly  lednoe  yoonelf  to  Uto  upon  no  more  than  800L  a  year,  if  you 
ooold  bat  hope  to  leeaen  the  national  debt,  the  state  of  which  yoa  had  set 
forth  to  oi  with  so  moch  knowledge,  and  so  deep  a  sense  of  the  miacihiefc 
attending  apon  it."  This  lelf-denying  declaration  waa  made  by  Frederick^ 
on  ooca^on  of  the  proposed  aogmentation  of  liia  income  from  50,000]!  to 
100,OOOL  per  annnm.    He  affseted  at  first  to  disoonntenance  the  prqject  of 
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the  partioalan  of  another  yisit,  in  which  the  poet  n^pean 
somewhat  in  the  light  of  a  oourtder.  Lyttelton  asked  rope 
to  join  him  in  disaoadiDg  the  Prince  fiom  riding  a  yidona 
horse.  "I  hope,  sir,**  said  Pope  eamestlj  to  his  Boyal 
HiehnesSy  "the  people  of  England  will  not  be  made  mise- 
rable by  a  Meeoni  horse,"  alluding  to  the  accident  which 
proved  fatal  to  William  nL  "^  I  think,"  added  Pope,  whis- 
pering to  Olover,  "  this  speech  was  nretfy  well  for  me."  It 
was  certainly  more  than  could  have  been  expected  from  him, 
either  as  regards  the  dead  king  or  the  liiing  prince ;  but  the 
latter  had  one  recommendation — ^he  was  in  opposition  to  the 
Court.  "  Idjr.  Pope,  yon  don't  love  princes,"  said  Prederick 
to  him  one  day.  ^ Sir,  I  beg  your  pardon."  "Well,  you 
don't  love  kings,  then."  "  Sir,  I  own  I  love  the  lion  best 
before  his  claws  are  grown."  ^^ 

Haying  despatched  his  letter  to  Swift,  Pope  seems  to  hare 
set  off  on  one  of  those  summer  rambles  to  which  he  so 
often  alludes.  In  July  he  was  at  Bousham,  near  Oiford,  the 
seat  of  Colonel  Cotterell,  which  he  describe  as  the  prettiest 
place  ever  seen  for  waterfalls,  jets,  ponds,  and  beautiful 
scenes  of  green  and  hangin^^  wood.  Twenty  years  after- 
wards Horace  Walpole  echoed  this  praise.  "  ttousham,"  he 
says,  "reinstated  Kent  (the  landscape  ffardener)  with  me: 
he  hiu  nowhere  shown  so  much  taste ;  aU  the  scenes  are  per- 
fectly dassio." 

In  the  list  of  his  new  friends  commimicated  to  Swift,  Pope 
omits  the  name  of  Warburton — a  learned,  turbulent,  ambi- 
tious adventurer,  who  deserved  and  narrowly  escaped  a  place 
in  the  Dunciad,  but  who  was  indirectly  indebted  to  Pope  for 
fame  and  fortune,  a  wife,  an  estate,  and  a  bishopric  Wac^ 
burton  was  ten  years  younger  than  Pope.  Hehadrustedin 
obscurity  for  some  years,  as  an  attomeyy  in  Newark,  eda- 

liis  friondiy  bni  "  Rttt**  Ind  in  mSHty  do  rinosri^,  md  hs^ksso]^  ng^titad 
ibr  the  aagmaotetioB.  The  lehanw  waa  dafceted  lA  parHamgnl,  to  the  in* 
iiidte  deli^  of  the  king  end  qoean.  Lord  Hanr^,  wiio  deeoribee  the 
xojal  diiBBnnoee  OM  onorv,  teji^  thetiHienlMflciokoonsiiUedtlielieedtof 
tibe  opposition,  his  Mi^lestj  nmexked  that  they  iroold  eU  eoon  be  tired  of 
the.jn9)f9r,  *<fbr,  beddes  liie  being  a  Monndiel,  lie  is  snoh  a  fcol  tliat  lie  iHH 
talk  mors  fiddle-fiikUle  nonsense  to  them  in  a  day  tliaa  anyold  iroman  talks 
iaaweek." 
:  u  Wa^KOe  to  Sir  H.  Mann,.  1741. 
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eating  lumaelf  for*  fiihne  warfive  and  distinction^  wlien  he 
BoUoited  and  obtained  deacon's  orders  in  the  Ohnrch,  being, 
a&  ChnrohilL  says, 

« thflteto  drsfm 

By  soma  fiint  omeni  of  tbe  Iswn." 

He  adopted  the  old  and  approred  expedient  of  selecting  a 
patron,  and  dedicating  to  him,  in  a  stnun  of  lofty  panegyric, 
a  Tolmne  of  translations.  Sir  G^eorge  Satton,  on  whom  the 
experiment  waa  tried,  was  susceptible.  He  gave  a  small 
vicaraffe  to  "Warbnrton,  and  afterwards  added  to  it  a  good 
liincomshire  rectom  In  the  interval  between  these  pre* 
Benta[tions,  'Warbnrton  consorted  with  Theobald,  Ooncanen, 
and  others,  whom  he  afterwards  joined  in  abusing ;  and  with 
equal  inconsistency,  he  wrote  to  Concanen,  that  while  Id* 
ton  borrowed  from  pride,  and  Diyden  from  idleness.  Pope 
borrowed  from  want  of  gmwiu.  fortunately  for  his  future 
prospects,  this  letter  cud  not  come  to  light  till  some  years 
after  Pope's  death.  In  the  mean  time,  the  indefatigable  and 
unscrupulous  divine  had  estaUished  a  considerable  reputa- 
tion by  some  theological  works,  including  the  first  volume  of 
his  greatest  performance,  the  Divine  ligation  of  Moses,  a 
treatise  so  learned,  so  novel,  so  paradozioil,  so  arrogant,  and 
absurd,  that  it  took  the  worid  as  it  were  by  storm,  and  chal- 
lenged universal  attention.  His  next  effi>rt  was  to  defend 
Popd^s  Bssay  on  Man  from  an  attack  made  upon  it  by  M. 
de  Crousas,  the  philosophic  professor  of  Lausanne,  who  ac- 
cused the  Englisn  poet  of  fcmowing  the  system  of  Spinoza^ 
and  inculcating  doctrines  favourable  to  &talism.  Grousaz  in 
his  remarka  displayed  great  logical  acuteness,  and  his  work 
was  calculated  to  injure  the  character  and  populariiy  of 
Pope.  Warburton's  defence  was  voluntary.  He  sent  a 
series  of  strictures  to  a  periodical  entitled  the  Bepublie  of 
Letters,  and  when  three  of  these  communications  had  ap- 
peared. Pope  wrote  to  hia  firiendlv  commentator,  acknowledg- 
ing the  vuue  and  generosity  of  his  services.  **  You  have^' 
he  saic^  **  made  nay  System  as  dear  as  I  ought  to  have  done, 
lind  could  not.  It  is  indeed  the  same  system  as  mine,  but 
)Uustrated  with  a  ray  of  your  own,  as  they  say  our  natural 
body  is  the  same  stiu  when  it  is  glorified.  I  am  sure  I  like 
it  better  than  I  did  before,  and  so  will  every  one  else.  I 
2a2 
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know  I  meant  just  whafc  you  explain,  bnt  I  did  not  explain 
mj  own  meanmg  bo  well  as  you.  You  nndentand  me  as 
well  aa  I  do  myaelf,  bnt  you  ezpreaa  me  better  than  I  could 
oiproaa  myself."^  Sucn  exceesive  praise  could  only  have 
been  prompted  by  Pope's  thankfulness  at  bein^  rescued  from 
the  coarge  of  inndeUiy.  He  was  no  materialist,  but  he  had 
got  entangled  in  Bolingbroke's  metaphysics,  or  the  *'  Charac- 
teristics" of  Shaftesbury,  and  did^not  see  clearly  where  his 
speculations  led  to.  Hencehis  joy  that  Warburton  had  con- 
structed an  ingenious  means  of  escaj>e.  The  commentary  of 
the  divine  was  afterwards  published  in  a  collected  form,  and 
attached  to  the  Essay,  where,  though  tmread  and  effete,  it  is 
still  occasionally  found  chained  to  the  living  poetry.  *  The 
poet  and  his  commentator  met  in  the  spring  of  1740  at 
Twickenham.  Their  first  interview  was  in  Lord  Badnor's 
garden,  dose  to  the  poet's  residence,  and  Dod8ley»  who  was 
present,  was  astonished  at  the  high  compliments  paid  by 
^ope  to  Warburton  as  he  approached  him.  He  looked  upon 
him  as  his  neatest  benenctor.  Warburton  remained  a 
fortnight  at  Twickenham.  One  evening,  as  he  and  Pope 
were  m  the  garden,  the  poet  opened  himself  unreservedly  to 
his  new  friend.  He  declared  with  great  sincerity,  that  he 
reaUy  thought  he  had  been  excelled  in  every  part  of  writing, 
and  on  the  side  of  invention  more  peculiariy.  Mr.  "Warbur- 
ton  told  him  that  he  would  not  offend  his  modesty  by  enters 
in£^  into  a  particular  disjjuisition  of  his  merit,  yet  he  would 
take  the  liberty  to  mention  one  thing  in  which  he  thought 
Mr.  Pope  was  unrivalled  uid  alone;  and  it  was,  that  he  is 
the  only  poet  who  has  found  out  the  art  of  uniting  wit'to 
sublimiiy.  **  Tour  wiV*  SftyB  he, "  gives  a  splendour  and  de- 
licacy to  ^our  sublimify,  and  your  sublimity  gives  a  grace 
and  dignify  to  your  wit."^  How  the  poet  acknowledged 
this  amalgam  of  honours  is  not  stated,  but  we  need  not  be 

tt  Pope  to  WMtmrton,  April  11, 1789.  Dogdd  Stewart  hat  ahown  tiiai 
the  poet  misimdentood  ths  tyatam  of  Croosas  as  wdl  as  hli  01^  InhlB 
twatiie  on  togJc^'and  in  hfa  academical  teaching,  Crouiaa  supported  the  viewi 
of  Locke,  whereas  Pqw,  hi  the  fimrth  bodiL  of  the  Dmoiad,  lanks  Cioasas 
amonff  Lo^*s  oi^ponents. 

*•  Letter  from  Hod.  C  Toike  to  Sad  of  Haidwi^  June  1, 17i0,  in 
Warton^k  Pope. 
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flnrpriBed  to  find  Um  remarking  to  Spenoe,  that  Warbnrton 
was  the  greatest  general  critic  he  ever  knew;  the  moat  ca- 
pable of  seeing  through  all  the  possibilities  of  things.  To 
transplant  his  finend  from  the  lens  of  Lincolnshire  to  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  was  Pope's  next  effort.  A  nobleman  ixK 
his  neighbourhood  told  him  one  day  that  he  had  a  lai^ge 
benefice  to  bestow.  *'  Give  it  to  me,"  said  Pope, ''  and  I  will 
promise  to  bestow  it  on  one  who  will  do  honour  to  your 
patronage."  The  nobleman  consented,  but  when  reminded 
of  the  conversation  some  time  afterwards,  he  said,  in  some 
confusion,  that  his  steward  had  disposed  of  the  benefice  un- 
known to  him  or  his  lady.  The  poet's  plan  was  thus  firus- 
trated,  but  indirectty  he  senred  Warburton  in  the  most 
effectual  manner.  He  introduced  him  to  the  good  Balph 
Allen,  of  Prior  Park,  and  to  Mr.  Murray,  afterwards  Lord 
Mansfield.  Warburton  knew  well  how  to  improve  such  op- 
portunities. He  could  crouch  and  fawn,  as  well  as  browbeat 
and  dogmatise ;  and  he  flattered  Mr.  Allen  by  dedicating  to 
him  his  commentary  on  Po^'s  Essay.  At  lenfffch  he  ob- 
tained the  hand  of  Allen's  niece,  the  heiress  of  rrior  Park. 
Through  the  influen:ce  of  Murray  he  was  appointed  Preacher 
of  Lincoln's  Lm,  and  through  Mr.  Allen's  mterest  with  Pitt 
he  was  advanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Gloucester.  Nor  should 
we  omit  Pope's  bequest  to  mm  of  the  sole  property  of  his 
printed  works,  which  is  said  to  have  been  worth  about  40002. 
^ut  this  sum,  we  suspect,  is  greatly  exaggerated. 

The  Hot  Wells,  near  Bri^l,  were  at  this  time  in  high 
repute,  and  Pope,  afltor  one  of  his  visits  to  Mr.  Allen,  at 
Bath,  extended  his  journey  alon^  the  valley  of  the  Avon,  to 
the  ^at  shipping  and  mercantile  city.  Bristol  had  no  at- 
tractions for  him.  The  city  itself,  he  said,  was  very  im- 
pleasant,  and  no  eimUsed  eonwony  in  it:  only  the  Collector 
of  Customs  would  have  brought  him  acquainted  with  mer- 
chants, of  whom  he  heard  no  great  character.  Clifton,  then 
a  pretfy  littie  vDlage,  pleased  him,  and  he  delighted  to  gaze 
on  its  steep  difis,  and  "very  green  valleys,"  and  the  adjacent 
miles  of  soft  turf,  or  <foum«,  stretching  away  with  the  "  gentle 
Severn,"  and  its  high  banks  on  one  side,  opening  to  the  sea^ 
and  on  the  other  side  a  vast  woody  vale,  and  all  in  front,  . 
beyond  the  Severn,  the  coast  of  Wales.    His  lodging  at  the 
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Hot  Well  commaaded  a  fine  landscape,  terminating  in  tiba 
vooks  and  riFer,  like  the  broken  Boenes  behind  one  another  in 
a  plajhooBe.  "  From  the  room  where  I  write  I  aee  the  tide 
rising  and  filling  all  the  bottom  between  theee  scenes  of 
rocksy  on  the  sides  of  which,  on  one  hand,  are  buildings,  some 
white,  some  red,  eFerjwhere  up  and  down,  like  the  steepest 
side  of  Bichmond  to  the  Thames,  mixed  with  trees  and 
shrubs,  but  much  wilder ;  and  huge  shaggy  marbles,  some  in 
points,  some  in  cayems,  hanging  all  oyer  and  under  them  in 
a  thousand  shapes."  These  nleasing  scraps  of  descriptioa 
were  written  for  the  eye  of  Imurtha  Bbnnt.  **  I  am  always 
desiring  to  hear  of  you,"  he  says;  ''pray  write  tomebyeyery 
Thursday's  post,  and  I  shall  answer  on  Saturday.'*  Martha 
kept  his  letters,  but  her  own,  which  would  haye  eluddated  so 
many  points  in  the  poef  s  history,  haye  perished. 

Sayage  was  resident  in  Bristol  when  Pope  was  at  the  WeHs. 
The  queen's  pension  of  50/.  had  ceasea  on  her  Majesty's 
death  in  1787,  and  the  unfortunate  author  was  reduced  to 
grettt  distress.  Pope  endeayoured  to  raise  for  him,  by  sub- 
scription amonR  his  friends,  an  annuity  equal  to  the  lost 
pension,  towards  which  he  contributed  himself  20/.  With 
this  allowance  Sayage  was  to  leaye  tiie  haunts  of  his  dissi- 
pation in  town,  and  proceed  to  a  poetical  retirement  in 
Wales.  The  powerful  and  affecting  narratiye  of  Johnson 
has  made  the  story,  the  yices,  and  misfortunes  of  Sayage 
fiftmiliar  to  all  readers.  Instead  of  proceeding  to  Wales,  he 
lingered  on  in  Bristol,  finding  the  merchants  more  agreeable 
than  they  appeared  to  Pope,  but  wearjring  them  by  his  irre- 
gularities, his  imprudence,  and  ingratitude.  Pope  resdyed 
not  to  see  him.  bayage  had  complained  of  the  conduct  of 
his  London  friends,  and  had  irritated  and  annoyed  them  so 
much,  that  nearly  all  had  withdrawn  their  subscriptions. 
The  poet,  howeyer,  continued  his  lib^ndity,  and  took  more 
pains,  he  said,  not  to  afEront  Sayage  tluui  if  his  bread  de- 
pended on  him.  There  was  no  limit  to  this  folly,  but  there 
was  a  limit  to  the  poet's  indulgence  and  forbearance.  Henley, 
in  one  of  his  adyertisements,  had  mentioned  ^^Pope^t  trsat^ 
ment  of  Savage'^  This  was  supposed  by  Pope  to  be  the  con- 
sequence of  a  complaint  made  by  Sayage  to  SEenley,  and  was, 
therefore,  mentioned  by  him  with  great  resentment.  Mr. 
Sayage  returned  a  yery  solemn  protestation  of  his  innocence. 
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but  appeared  much  disturbed  at  the  accusation^  He  was 
seijEed  with  sickness,  and  died  shortly  afterwards  in  prison, 
his  funeral  expenses  being  defrayed  by  the  keeper.  Kuff- 
head  publishes  a  letter  of  Pope's  to  Savage,  which,  though 
not  referring  to  Orator  Henley's  discourse,  shows  howmi^ 
he  had  been  irritated  by  Savage's  misconduct : 

*'  81B, — ^I  moat  be  sincere  with  yon,  as  our  oorrespondenoe  is  now 
likely  to  be  dosed.  Your  langoage  is  really  too  high,  and,  what  I 
am  not  used  to  from  my  superiors,  much  too  extraorainary  for  me ; 
at  lesst  sufficiently  so  to  xnake  me  obey  your  commands,  and  nerer 
more  presume  to  advise  or  meddle  in  your  affiBors,  but  leave  your  own 
oonduot  entirely  to  your  own  judgment.  It  is  witibi  concern  I  fnd  so 
much  misoonstruotioD,  joined  with  so  much  resentment  in  your  nature. 
Yon  still  injure  som^  whom  you  had  known  many  years  as  Mends, 
and  for  whose  iotentioDs  I  couLd  take  imon  me  to  answer;  butlhave 
no  weight  with  you,  and  cannot  tell  now  soon  (if  you  have  not 
already;  you  may  misconstrue  all  I  can  say  or  do;  and  as  I  see  in 
that  case  how  unforgiying  you  are,  I  desire  to  prevent  this  in  time. 
You  cannot  think  vet  I  have  injured  you,  or  beoi  your  enemy,  and  I 
am  determined  to  xeep  out  6i  your  suspicion,  by  not  being  officious 
any  bnger,  or  obtrudmg  into  any  of  your  concerns,  further  than  to 
wish  you  heartily  success  in  them  all,  and  will  never  pretend  to  senra 
you  but  when  both  you  and  I  shall  agree  that  I  should.'' 

In  Pope's  treatment  of  Savage  there  appears  to  have  been 
great  kindness,  forbearance,  and  generosify.  Whatever  ser- 
vices the  latter  may  have  rendered  in  carrying  on  the  under- 
plots of  Pope's  poetical  schemes,  to  vindicate,  or  to  annoy, 
the  supple  dependent  had  long  ceased  to  be  useful.  Lat- 
terly it  woula  have  been  creditable  to  disown  him,  yet 
Pope  continued  his  bounty ;  and  in  all  Savajge's  misfortunes 
(wnich  were  caused  invariably  bv  his  own  misconduct).  Pope 
evinced  an  active  and  unwearied  sympathy.  Even  the  finsl 
outbroak,  when  his  patience  and  compassion  were  worn  out 
by  the  reiterated  folly  and  ingratitude  of  Savage,  would  pro- 
bably only  have  been  temporary,  for  he  had  directed  the 
keeper  of  Newgate  to  inquure  after  the  state  of  the  unfortu- 
nate debtor^s  engagements. 

Onie  visit  to  Bristol  was  made  in  1789.  In  the  following 
year  Pope  condescended  to  the  functions  of  an  editor.    He 
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reprinted  a  collection  of  Lstin  poems  by  Italian  anthora ; 
but,  as  he  added  no  original  matter,  in  the  form  of  a  critical 
dissertation,  or  remarks,  the  publication  was  not  calcnlatod 
to  add  to  hia  reputation.  He  was  probably  led  to  it  from 
the  mere  Ioto  ox  literary  employment,  as  Mflton,  in  his  old 
MtBf  published  his  '* Art  of  Logic*^  and  ^Accidence  commenced 
Grammar."  He  meditated  uso  a  history  of  English  poetry, 
but  was  then  too  far  ad?anoed  in  life  to  haTO  accomplished 
such  a  task  in  a  manner  adequate  to  the  importance  of 
the  work,  or  to  his  own  &me.  He  was  deficient  in  blaeh- 
letter  lore  and  antiquarian  research,  which  are  indispensable 
towards  such  an  undertaking,  and  we  question  whether  he 
ever  had  that  hear^  love  taiS  relish  of  the  old  poets  which 
would  hsTe  enablea  him  to  discriminate  accurately  between 
them,  and  do  justice  to  their  yarious  and  peculiar  merits. 
He  sneered  at  Bkelton,  and  at  ''the  classics  of  an  age  that 
heard  of  none,"  and  was  altogether  too  restricted  and  &s- 
tjdious  in  his  tastes  to  enjoy  the  rude  satire,  coarse  meru 
ximent,  and  extrayagant  neroics,  intermixed  with  touches 
of  nature  and  passion,  which  mark  the  "grey  fathers"  of 
English  poetry.  The  following  is  his  plan  of  his  projected 
history: 

Sketch  fir  a  Eutery  tfthe  Bim  tmdProgreu  tfBeglM  Foeiff. 


J^/mer.    2nd  Part,  pp.  65,  66, 67*  77. 
Fetrarek.    78  Catal.  of  ProTen^al  Poets. 

1.  School  of  Frovcncc,    Ghanoer's  Yisions,  Bomaimt  of  the  Bose. 
Pierce  Plowman.    Tales  of  Bocoaoe,  Gower. 

2.  School  of  Chaucer.    Ljdgate,  T.  Ooder^  Walt,  de  Mkpes, 
Skelton. 

3.  School  of  Fctrarch.    E.  of  Saiiej,  Sir  Thomas  Wjat,  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  G.  Gascoyn.    Translator  of  Aristo's  Com. 

4.  School  oflMMtc.    Mirror  of  Matfutrates,  Lord  Baokhnrsfs  In- 
duction, Goroodnc.    Original  of  good  Tragedy,  Seneca  (his  model). 


Spenser,  Gol.  Gloat,  from  the  school  of  Ariosto  and  Petrarch,  trans- 
hited  from  Tasso. 

5.  School  ^  Speem  and  from  Italiaa  SooMctt.  W.  Brown's  Pas- 
toitds,  Ph.  Fletoher^s  Porple  Island,  Alabaster,  Piscatoiy.  £o.  S. 
Dtmiel,  1^  Walter  Baleigfa,  Milton's  Jovenilia,  Heath-Hahmton. 
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Trmulaknficm  ItaUmn.    Golding,  Ed.,  Pair£BZ«  Hanmgion. 

6.  School  w  JDoMMe.  Cowhj,  iJ&Tenant,  Micnael  Drajton,  Sir 
Thomas  Orerooiy.  Bandolph^  Sir  John  Davis,  Sir  John  Beaomont, 
Gariwrifflit,  Qeraaiid,  Grashaw,  Bishop  Corbet,  Lord  FaUdand. 

ModSt  to  Waller.  In  Matter^-Carew,  T.  Carej.^In  yersification 
— G.  Sandys  in  his  Vu.  of  Job.    Fairfax. 

OriginaU  tfHudHnw.    Sir  John  Mennis,  Tho.  BaynaL** 

Pope  was  partial  to  this  mode  of  arranging  tbe  poets  in 
dassesy  and  Bpence  giyes  many  .of  bis  bints  and  oonyersa- 
tions  on  tbe  subject,  disclosing,  tbougb  carsorilj,  bis  critical 
opinions.  Oareyr  be  called  a  bad  Waller — ^yet  Careyr  bad 
some  little  pieces  eqnal  to  anj  of  Waller's,  and  unsurpassed 
in  diction.  Carew,  Waller,  and  Lansdowne,  be  said,  were  all 
of  one  scbooL  Crasbayr  was  a  worse  Cowley,  and  a  follower, 
too,  of  Petrarcb  and  Marino.  Herbert  is  lower  tban  Cra- 
sbaw.  Sir  Jobn  Beaumont  bigher,  and  Donne  a  good  d^ 
so.  Cowley  was  a  fine  poet  in  spite  of  bis  faults — an  opinion 
wbicb  Pope  bad  also  expressed  yery  bappily  in  yerse.  He 
says  Uttle  of  tbe  yersification  of  tbese  older  bretbren,  wbo, 
in  fact,  wanted  only  a  little  taste  and  uniformity  of  style  to 
become  riyals  to  bimself  in  metrical  barmony.  Detacbed 
passages  in  tbe  beroic  couplet  may  be  found  in  Crashaw  and 

^  There  an  aeyeral  m<«Ulnw  in  this  sketch — unknown  namesi  -wtang 
daadflcationB,  Ac,  which  Malone  and  Mitfbid  (Life  of  Gray)  lutve  pointed 
oat  Pope*8  plan,  however,  wae  a  mere  memorandum — a  8aS>bled  piq>er— 
and  may  have  been  careleedj  trenacribed.  The  first  entry  in  Mn.  IL  is 
unintelligible.  There  is  probidilj  some  omission  to  the  effsct  that  parts  of 
theFairy  Qneen  are  translated  firom  Tssso.  The  Jerusalem  reached  Spenser 
whan  he  was  engaged  on  his  great  poem,  and  he  copied  large  passages  from 
it.  The  Bower  of  Bliv,  book  iL  canto  vi  is  a  literal  transcript  of  the 
Oaidens  of  Armida.  Pope*s  sketch  formed  the  basis  of  a  scheme  by  Gray, 
who  also  proposed  writing  a  history  of  English  Poetry,  for  which  liis  ex- 
tenrive  learning,  fine  taste,  and  stndioiis  hii)its  so  eminenfly  qualified  him. 
He  intended  introdncing  an  account  of  Celtic  and  Gothic  poetry,  and  also 
oontinning  the  histoiy  to  the  time  of  the  "  School  of  France  introduced  after 
the  Beetoration,-'WaIler,  Dryden,  Addison,  Prior,  and  Pope,  whk^  has  con- 
tinned  (adds  Gray)  to  our  own  times.*'  It  was  exploded  by  Cowper,  hot 
Thomson  could  not  be  called  of  the  French  school,  nor  Gray  himseUl  What 
Pope  and  Gray  designed,  bnt  filled  to  accomplish,  was  undertaken  l^  T. 
Warton,  whoee  history  of  English  poetry,  thou^  not  brought  later  than  the 
reign  (A  Elisal)eth,  is  a  vast  stor^ouse  of  curious  and  interesting  informa- 
tion. Mr.  Ha]lam*s  Introduction  to  the  Literature  of  Europe  carries  Ibrward 
our  poetical  annals  to  the  dose  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
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Beaumont  as  smooth  and  regular  as  any  in  Diyden  or  Pope. 
Ohancer  and  his  contemporaries  borrowed  a  good  deal, 
acoordinfif  to  Pope,  from  the  ProTen9fll  poets.  Bnt  tins 
opinion  has  been  controverted  b;^'  Tyrrwnity  and  is  now 
aoandoned.  No  dear  instance  of  imitation  can  be  pointed  ont^ 
nor  is  there  a  phrase  or  a  word  fetched  from  the  south  of  the 
Loire.  Chaucer  copied  the  style  of  the  Norman  or  Northern 
Prench  amatory  poets,  of  whom  1&*  Hallam  says  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  are  known  br  name  in  the  twelfth 
century,  and  above  two  hundred  in  tne  thirtoenth.  A  per- 
fect swarm  of  worshippers  in  the  Court  of  Love,  who  sang 
for  ever  of  ladies'  smiles,  of  spring,  flowers,  and  nightiDKalesI 
The  robust  inteUect  of  Chaucer  required  stronger  fooc^  and 
though  he  dallied  occasionally  with  these  Delilahs  of  the 
Boutt^  he  wisely  sought  for  insj^iration  in  his  own  heart,  and 
in  the  life  and  nature  around  him. 

Among  the  other  plans  of  Pope  was  an  epic  poem,  to  be 
entitled  '*  Brutus,"  the  hero  of  which  was  to  attempt  the 
^Bat  ocean  in  seaurdi  of  a  new  countrr,  and  encount^,  like 
jSneas,  long  perils  both  by  sea  and  land.  There  seems  to 
have  been  no  part  of  this  epic  written.  It  was  a  mere 
vision,  like  the  poef  s  grand  architectural  designs,  and  was 
equally  unattainable  by  his  resources.  He  had  likewise, 
accor&ig  to  Buffhead,  planned  two  Odes,  or  Moral  Poems^ 
on  the  mischiefe  of  arbitrary  power  and  the  felly  of  am- 
bition. 

A  severe  shook  was  given  to  Pojpe's  most  cherished  feel- 
izi|^  by  the  publication  in  Dublm  of  his  correspondence 
with  Swift,  said  to  have  been  printed  by  the  Dean's  consent 
and  direction.  Swift's  cousin,  Mrs.  'Wniteway,  assured  the 
poet  that  she  had  used  her  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  publication,  and  went  so  &r  as  to  secrete  the  book  in 
which  the  letters  were  kept,  until  it  was  demanded  from  her 
and  delivered  to  the  Dublm  printer,  George  Faulkner.  Her 
son-in-law,  Mr.  Deane  Swift,  insisted  upon  writing  a  pre&ce 
to  justi^  Pope  from  having  any  knowledge  of  the  work,  and 
to  lay  it  upon  the  corrupt  practices  of  the  printers  in 
London;  but  this  Pope  would  not  agree  to,  as  contrary  to 
the  fect.^   The  poet  had  employed  every  means,  of  friendly 

»  Note  by  Pope  to  tiie  iMi  letter  in  the  gwoiiie  «dttkm  of  1741. 
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agefioy  and  remoiiBtrancey  aad  threats  of  legal  prooeedineSy 
to  prerent  thia  pubUoation ;  but  tbe  only  concessioxi  he 
ooold  obtain  was  that  Swift  ordered  the  printer  to  submit 
to  any  excisions  he  should  make :  an  indulgence  which  the 
poet  does  not  seem  to  have  exercised.  '*  The  whole  thing,*' 
ne  -writes  to  Tdi.  Allen,  ''  ia  too  manifest  to  admit  of  any 
doubt  in  any  man,  how  long  this  thing  has  been  working ; 
how  many  tncks  have  been  played  with  the  Dean's  papers ; 
how  they  were  secreted  from  lum  from  time  to  time,  while 
they  fMured  his  not  complying  with  such  a  measure;  and 
how,  finding  Ids  weakness  increase,  they  haye  at  last  made 
him  the  instrument  himself  for  their  priyate  profit ;  whereas 
I  belieye  before  they  only  intendea  to  do  this  after  his 
death."  Gurll,  of  course,  seized  upon  the  Dublin  edition 
and  reprinted  it;^^  and  Pope,  to  ensure  a  correct  copy, 
issued  a  second  rolume  of  his  Frose  Works,  containing  the 
correspondence  with  Swift,  \n,  a  more  complete  form,  and 
also  the  Memoirs  of  Scriblerus.  This  volume  was  published, 
in  the  style  of  his  other  works,  in  folio  and  quarto,  in  1741, 
and  was  his  only  publication  of  that  year.  Some  passages 
suppressed  in  the  Dublin  edition  of  the  letters  were  re- 
storod,  and  one  of  these  is  curious.  "  I  showed  my  cousin 
the  aboye  letter,"  Swift  writes  to  Pope,  August  24,  1788, 
"  and  she  assures  me,  that  a  great  collection  of  ^  letters 
to  ^  are  put  wp  and  sealed,  and  in  some  yeiy  safe  hand." 
Pope  remarks,  **  *Tis  written  just  thus  in  the  original*' — and 
yer^  puzzling  and  sphinx-like  the  original  must  have  appeared. 
Swift's  mental  decay  and  loss  of  memory  too  reaoily  and 
painfidly  supply  an  explanation  of  the  case ;  but  he  was  in- 

1'  *»It  is  wdl known,"  said  dull,  in  his  prafiu)e  to  the  yrork,  ''that  the 
Dublin  edition  of  tfaeee  letters  is  Uwftil  prize  here;  and  whaterer  we  parint 
is  the  same  thero.  The  salb  hand  to  whom  Dean  Swift  deUveied  them, 
conT^yed  them  safidj  to  ns ;  so  that  aU  the  pretences  of  sending  a  yoong 
peer  [Lord  Orrery]  to  go  in  search  of  them,  or  the  attempts  of  an  old 
woman  [Mrs.  WhitewayJ  to  suppress  them,  was  arrant  trifling."  Pope,  how- 
ever, filed  a  bin  against  dull,  and  obtained  an  ix^jnnction.  Lord  MansfleM 
said :  ^  Dr.  Swift  disdahned  the  publication,  and  was  eztiemdj  angry.  The 
onhr  qnestoi  was  whether  the  property  was  in  Pope,  who  Sled  the  biD,  or 
in  Swift,  who  was  no  party  to  the  suit"  CamaeL  «lir.  Pope  seems  to 
hint  his  sospidons  of  his  friend;  but  it  was  allowed  that  a  propwty  did  sub- 
sist in  the  writer,  for  the  hjoiction  was  granted  and  aoqniesoed  Ul"— See 
Boseoe'j  Pnpe^  toL  i.  478. 
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fluenoed  alao  bj  the  secret  woridngs  of  Tanitf  and  amlntioii, 
now  more  prominent  as  liis  nndentandin^  deelined.  He 
liad  tlirioe  reooested  Pope  to  inaoribe  to  him  one  of  thoae 
Bpiaties  bywhich  the  poet  conferred  honour  and  immortality 
on  hia  frienda.  On  the  8rd  of  September^  1785,  he  wrote  to 
him,  ^I  have  the  ambition,  and  it  is  yeiy  earnest^  aa  well  aa 
in  haste,  to  haye  one  Epistiie  inscribed  to  me  while  I  am 
ali?e,  and  yon  just  in  the  time  when  wit  and  wiadom  are  in 
the  height;  I  must  once  more  repeat  Cicero'a  deaire  to  a 
friend:  Orna  me**  Some  months  afterwarda  (April  22, 
1786),  he  writes  again:  "I  have  a  littte repined  at  my  being 
hithinito  slipped  by  ^ou  in  yourEpistlei^  not  from  aw  other 
ambition  tluai  the  title  of  a  friend  and  in  that  sense!  expect 
yon  shall  perform  your  promise,  if  your  health,  and  leisurs^ 
and  inclination  will  permit."  At  the  dose  of  the  same  year 
he  returns  to  the  subject,  and  says  his  acquaintance  reeent 
thafc  they  had  not  aeen  hia  name  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
Epistles  of  Moraliiy.  Pope  unaccountably  resisted  tiie  re- 
p4d»d  8pi>eals,  though  he  promised  compliance.  Perfa^ 
he  founa  it  difficult  to  ada  to  the  elegance  of  the  com- 
plimentary lines  addressed  to  Swift  at  the  commencement  ol 
the  Dunciad,  and  the  alluabns  to  him  in  his  Epistles  and 
Imitations;  but  Swift  was  fed  with  strong  flatteries  by  his 
Irish  friends,  and  we  have  no  doubt  he  was  mortified  br 
Pope's  ne^ect  on  a  point  so  tender  and  so  stricdy  personaL 
Swift  then  solicited  a  similar  commemoration  from  the  pen 
of  Bolingbroke.  He  saya  (August  8,  1788),  **  I  can  hardly 
hope  to  live  till  you  publish  your  history,  and  am  Tain 
enough  to  wish  that  my  name  could  be  squeesed  in  am<mg 
the  few  subalterns,  quorum  part  parvafui :  if  not,  I  will  be 
rerenged,  and  contrive  some  way  to  be  known  io  futuriiy, 
that  I  had  the  honour  to  have  your  lordship  for  my  best 
patron,"  &c.^   This  thirst  for  posthumous  fSune,  co-operating 

-  >*  Tbflre  was  a  gsncna  imppewlwi  tluit  thiM  poUie  men  wera  then  m* 
IBiigA  in  writing  Memoin  of  thair  own  TimM,  namalj,  Bolingbroke^  Olii»- 
tcrfldd,  and  Cartent  Hit  M^feily,  Geotga  XL,  apoko  Teiy  plainlj  as  to 
the  qniOiftcatSont  of  the  hittorical  trimnTirate.  **  Th^  will  aU  thne»'*  said 
the  king,  have  ahoDtai  modi  tnitb  in  them  ai  the  A/Ob  illTiwiVwte.  Not 
hot  I  than  like  to  read  Bolingbroke's,  wIm,  of  aU  those  nectle  and  knaTea 
tiiat  have  bean  lying  againet  me  these  ten  jeszs,  has  oertainly  the  best  parti 
and  the  most  knowledigie:  be  is  a  scoondrel,  bnt  hs  is  a  sooandrol  of  n 
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with  the  interested  wishes  and  solicitations  of  the  persons 
surrounding  him,  may  haye  prompted  Swift  to  sanction  the 
pnhlication  of  his  correspondence ;  and  it  is  remarkahle  that 
ne  had  preserved  copies  of  his  own  letters  to  Pope,  which 
appeared  in  the  Duolin  edition  along  with  those  or  his  cor- 
respondent. His  love  of  fame  was  stronser  than  his  misan- 
thropy !  Pope's  last  letter  to  his  frienc^  written  after  this 
injury  to  his  feelings  and  his  fortune,  is  the  best  proof  of  the 
nncerity  of  his  friendship  and  of  his  warm  affection  for  Swift. 
It  ia  dated  from  Duke-street,  Westminster  (where  he  had 
called  on  Lord  Orrery),  March  22, 1740 : 

"  Mtdbae  Fuevd,— When  the  heart  is  fall  of  tenderness,  it  must 
be  foil  of  concern  at  the  absolute  impotenpj  of  all  words  to  come  up 
to  it.  You  are  the  only  man  now  in  the  world  who  costs  me  a  sign 
e?eiT  day  of  my  life,  and  the  man  it  troubles  me  most,  although  I 
most  wish,  to  write  to.  Death  has  not  used  me  worse  in  separating 
from  me  for  ever  poor  Gay,  Arbuthnot,  fto.,  than  disease  and  absence 
in  separating  you  so  many  years.  But  nothing  shall  make  me  forget 
yon,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  as  little  forget  me;  and  most  things 
m  tins  world  one  may  afford  to  forget,  if  we  remember,  and  are  re- 
membered hj  our  fridrns.  I  value  tM  enjoy  more  the  memory  of  the 
pleasures  and  endearing  oMigdaons  I  have  formerly  received  from  you, 
than  the  perfect  possession  of  any  other.  I  am  less  anxious  ererjdaj 
I  lire  for  present  enjoyments  of  any  sort,  and  my  temper  and  mmd  is 
calmer  as  to  worldly  disappointments  and  accidents,  except  the  loss  of 
fiiends  l^  death,  the  only  way  (1  thank  God)  that  I  ever  have  lost 
any.  Thmk  it  not  possible  that  my  affection  can  cease  but  with  my 
last  breath.  If  I  could  think  yours  was  alienated,  I  should  gneve, 
but  not  rq[»oach  you.  If  I  felt  myself  even  hurt  by  you,  I  should  be 
eonfjdept  you  knew  not  the  blow  you  jgave,  but  had  your  hand  ffuided 
by  another.  If  I  neyer  more  had  a  kind  word  from  you,  I  should  feel 
my  hoort  the  same  it  has  ever  been  towards  you. 

^I  must  ocmfess  a  late  incident  has  given  me  some  pain;  but  I  am 
satisfied  jou  were  persuaded  it  would  not  have  given  me  any.  And 
whatever  wipl*^— «t  oiroumstances  the  printmg  our  letters  might  be 

hl(^  cUm  than  ChMtarfield.  Chesterfield  is  a  little  tea-ttUo  scoimdrel, 
that  tells  little  womaaiah  lies  to  make  quarrels  in  funilies ;  and  tries  to 
midke  wooMii  lose  their  reputations,  and  make  thdr  husbands  beat  them, 
vrithout  waj  ol4«ct  but  to  give  himself  airs,  as  if  anybody  oonld  bdieve  a 
woman  ironld  like  a  dwarf  baboon.**  The  queen  said  aU  these  three  histo- 
ries woold  he  three  heaps  of  lies,  bat  lies  of  different  kinds ;  she  said  fiding- 
broke's  would  be  great  lies,  Chesteifield*s  little  lies,  andCarteiefs  lies  of 
both  sorts."— Xord  ffw9t^$  Mmoin,  IL  860. 
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attended  w&,  these  was  c»e  that  pleased  me— that  the  striot  firiend- 
ship  we  have  borne  each  other  so  long  is  thus  made  known  to  all  man- 
IduL  As  &r  as  it  was  your  will  I  oannot  be  angry  at  what  in  all 
other  respects  I  am  qnite  nneasy  under.  Had  you  asked  me  before 
yon  gaye  thmn  away,  I  think  I  could  haye  proposed  some  bsUer  wunm- 
mm/ for  our  friendship,  or  at  least  of  better  materials;  and  yon  most 
allow  me  to  say,  this  was  not  my  erecting  but  yoon.  Hy  part  of 
thnn  is  far  too  mean,  and  how  inferior  to  what  ^n  hiye  ever  m  your 
works  set  up  to  me  I  And  can  I  see  these  without  shame  when  I 
reflect  on  tbe  many  beauUfol,  patbetip,  and  amiaUe  lines  of  yoozs^ 
wldbh  carry  to  posterity  the  name  of  a  man  who,  if  he  had  not  eyerj 
good  quality  which  you  so  kindly  ascribe  to  him,  would  be  so  proud 
of  none  as  the  constancy  and  the  justice  of  lus  esteem  for  youP 
Adieu!  While  I  can  write,  speak,  remember,  or  thmk,  I  anryours, 

"A.P0PB." 

Swift  could  not  baye  read  this  letter  witiioat  etrong  emo- 
tion; but  disease  had  by  this  time  incapaciti^  bim  for  oop- 
respondence.  His  memory  iras  almost  gone,  and  in  tiie 
following  year  he  was  pronounced  nnable  to  manage  his  own 
afiSEure,  and  guardians  were  appointed  to  take  care  ci  hum. 
Loss  of  speech  foUoyred  loss  (HTmemory,  and  all  the  fiumltieB 
of  his  soul  y^ere  suspended.  The  last  scene  in  the  mortal 
career  of  this  eztraorainary  man,  speeohleas  and  alone, 

«( Stffl  as  tha  sfloioe  round  about  hk  lafa^" 

eeema  to  na  more  a^yfiil,  more  pathetici  than  any  creation  in 
fiction* 
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0HAFTEB2; 

[1741—1744.] 

I  KADB  HBBO  OF  THE  FOBK.     FOPlf 8  LAST  lX2r- 
B  DVGEBB  OF  IffABT.BOWOUGH  AXD  BOUVaBBOKB. 


Thb  poet's  acqnamtance  wiiih  "Warbnrton  seemed  to  in- 
spire him  with  fr^h  intellectual  actiyity,  and  in  1741,  acting 
nnder  the  adyioe  of  his  fiiefad,  he  commenced  a  fourth  book 
to  the  Donciad.  Doling  the  summer  of  this  year,  their  made 
an  excursion  together  into  the  country,  in  the  course  of  which 
they  Tisited  Onord*  The  Yice-Chancellor  of  the  ITniTersiiy 
sent  a  messa^  to  Warburton,  to  know  if  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Diymiiy  would  be  acceptable  to  him;  ''to  which,*' 
say*  the  divine, ''  such  an  answer  was  returned  as  so  civil  a 
message  deserved."  About  the  same  time,  Pope  had  the 
offer  g£  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Civil  Law.  Warburton's 
fidends,  however,  were  outvoted  in  the  Universiiy,  an  unex- 
necfced  proceeding,  which  was  not,  he  says,  the  act  of  that 
illustrious  body,  but  the  exploit  of  two  or  throe  "  particulars," 
th&  creatures  of  a  man  in  power,  and  the  slaves  of  their  own 
passions  and  prejudices.  Pope  resolved  to  make  common 
cause  with  his  friend.  As  for  his  degree,  he  would  die 
before  he  received  one  in  an  art  of  which  he  was  ignoranl^ 
at  a  place  where  there  was  any  scruple  of  bestowing  a  degree 
on  WarburtoUfin  atciaiuM  of  which  ne  was  so  great  a  master. 
^  In  shorty"  said  Pope,  emphatically,  ^  I  vrill  be  doctored  with 
yttUf  or  not  at  alL"    He  adhered  to  this  resolution,  and  as 
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the  majority  in  the  VniversitT  did  not  lekz  in  their  hostility 
to  Warburton,  the  academical  honour  was  withheld  firom  the 
poet.  He  now  sought  a  degree  in  his  own  legitimate  field. 
Shortly  after  the  finenda  hM  parted,  Pope  wrote,  ^  If  I  can 
prerail  on  myself  to  complete  the  Doncoad,  it  will  he  puh- 
iiahed  at  the  same  time  with  affeneral  edition  of  all  my  Tersea 
(for  poems  I  will  not  call  them) ;  and  I  hope  your  fiiendship 
to  me  will  then  be  as  well  known  as  my  being  an  author,  and 
go  down  to  posterity— I  mean  to  as  much  posterity  as  poor 
modems  can  reach  to ;  when  the  commentator,  as  usual,  will 
lend  a  crutch  to  the  weak  poet  to  help  him  to  limp  a  little 
further  than  he  could.on  his  own  feet.  We  shall  take  our 
deffree  together  in  fiune,  whatever  we  do  at  the  TJniTersity ; 
and  I  tell  YOU  once  more  I  will  not  hare  it  there  without 
you."  Whilst  thus  meditating  a  new  Dundad,  and  resolyed 
to  strike  once  more  for  &me,  it  is  amusing  to  find  the  poet 
a  month  afterwards  (October  10,  1741)  writing  in  his  re- 
dusoy  philosophical  strain  to  the  Earl  of  Marchmont: 

**!  am  determined  to  publish  no  more  in  my  lifetime,  formaojrea- 
sons;  but  principally  tmrongh  the  zeal  I  have  to  speak  the  ^de 
truth,  and  neither  to  praise  or  dispraise  bjr  halyes  or  with  worldly 
managements.  I  think  fifty  an  age  at  wmch  to  write  no  longer  for 
amusement,  bat  for  some  use,  and  with  design  to  do  some  good.  / 
never kad 09^ unsMy  desire  qf/ame,  or  keen  reeeiUwteiU  afit^wriei:  and 
now  bath  are  oileep  together.  Other  ambition  I  never  had,  than  to  be 
tolerably  thought  of  hj  those  1  esteemed;  and  this  has  besn  gratified 
bejond  my  proudest  hopes.  I  hate  no  human  creature;  and  the 
moment  any  can  repent  or  reform  I  lore  them  sincerely.  Poblic 
calamities  touch  me ;  but  when  I  read  of  past  times  I  am  somewhat 
comforted  as  to  the  present^  upon  the  oompanson ;  and  at  the  worst, 
I  thank  God  that  I  do  not  yet  uve  under  a  ffianny  nor  an  Xnooisition : 
that  I  have  thus  long  emoyed  independency,  freedom  of  Dod^  and 
mind;  have  told  the  worlu  my  opinions  even  on  the  hiriiest  8ab]ect8, 
snd(u  the  greatest  men,  pretty  freely;  that  good  men  nave  not  oeen 
ashamed  of  me;  and  that  my  works  nsve  not  died  before  me  (which 
is  the  case  of  most  anthors);  and  if  thej  die  soon  after,  I  shall  pro* 
bably  not  know  it>  or  certainly  not  be  oonoemed  at  it  in  the  next 

Ifr  was  not  without  reason  that  Martha  Blount  reproved 
Pope  for  talking  too  much  of  himself  and  his  own  motions. 

1  Msrehmont  Pi^en,  vol.  iL  S60. 
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The  blinding  effects  of  self-loye  are  well  known,  and  tbe 
poetical  tempenment  is  lughly  impulsiye ;  but  the  poet  could 
nerer  bare  aerionsly  belierea  that  he  had  no  nneaqr  deoxe 
of  fEunOy  nor  anj  keen  resentment  of  injuries.  That  feather 
of  a  wit,  OoUejr  Gibber,  soon  put  his  boasted  philosophy  to 
fi^ht,  and  his  resolution  not  to  publish  any  more  durmg  his 
liretime  (if  it  were  really  entertained  while  he  wrote  tiie 
words)  was  broken  in  a  few  months.  In  the  conclusion  of 
his  letter  to  Lord  Marchmont,  Pope  stated  that  he  was  going 
to  Bath ;  ^  I  will  return  the  sooner  wheneyer  you  come,  but 
at  least  next  spring.  Let  not  tiie  motto  be  in  yain  which  I 
am  putti^  oyer  my  door  at  Twickenham,  JUheriaH  et  Ami* 
eUia**  He  inyited  Warburton  to  join  him  at  Mr.  Allen's 
house  near  Bath.    '^  You  will  .want  no  seryant  here ;  your 
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room  will  be  next  to  mine,  and  one  man  will  serye  us.  Here 
is  a  library,  and  a  gallery  ninety  feet  long[  to  walk  in,  and  a 
coach  wheneyer  you  would  take  the  air  with  me."  A  hearty 
welcome  was  promised  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Allen,  a  man  sin- 
cere and  plain,  aii<t2iiifinon5t».  Warburton  gladly  complied 
with  the  request,  lie  arriyed  at  Mr.  Allen's  about  the  end 
of  Noyember,  and  was  domesticated  there  for  six  weeks, 
during;  which  time  the  fourth  book  of  the  Dunciad  was  com- 
pleted   It  was  published  in  M^rch,  1742,  under  the  titie  of 
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**  The  Nxw  DtnroiASy  as  it  was  Pound^  in  the  year  1741.'* 
With  hii  chairacteristic  lore  of  m Tstificatioii,  the  poet,  in  an 
adTerldseinentnrefixedtothewoily  stated  that  it  was  '^  found 
merdj  hj  aecident,  in  taking  a  snrver  of  the  libiaiy  of  a  late 
eminent  nobleman'' — ^Lord  Oxford's  nbranr  again !— ^  hot  in 
so  blotted  a  condition,  and  in  so  manj  detached  pieces,  as 
plieunlj  showed  it  to  be  not  onlj  incorrect,  bat  nnnnished.'* 
Of  the  reception  which  the  work  experienced,  and  how  it  was 
estimated  by  one  well  fitted  to  jndge,  we  haye  infonnation  in 
one  of  Gray's  letters  to  West.  ""  As  to  the  Dunciad,"  says 
Gbay,"  it  is  greatly  admired:  the  genii  of  operas  and  schools, 
with  their  attendants,  tiie  pleas  of  the  yirtuosos  and  florists, 
and  the  jtmn  of  Dnlness  at  the  end,  are  as  fine  as  anytiiing 
he  has  written.  The  metaphysicians'  part  is  to  me  the  worst ; 
and  here  and  there  are  a  few  ill-expressed  lines,  and  some 
hardly  inteUigible."  Bolin^broke  refirained  firom  reading 
it  for  some  time,  as  he  heard  it  was  so  obscure;  bat  on  pe- 
rusing it  he  foond  it  to  be  the  best  and  most  finished  of  all 
Pope's  writing.  It  has  one  decided  adyantage  oyer  the 
former  three  books.  The  objects  of  tiio  poef  s  satire  are 
worthy  of  lus  ridicule  and  indignation.  Instead  of  attacking 
weak  or  starving  poets,  dunces,  and  worthless  booksellers,  he 
has  directed  his  yerse  against  all  false  pretenders  to  taste  and 
science— against  the  half-wits  and  ubertines  who  afifeeted 
admiration  of  Italian  singers,  and  aeainst  tiiose  **  Lidoknts'* 
who  spoid  their  time  in  studying  butterflies,  shells,  birds*- 
nests,  moss,  Ac,  never  proceeding  beyond  trifles  to  any  nse- 
fhl  or  extensiye  views  of  nature^  or  of  the  Author  of  nature. 
He  also  ridicules  the  system  pursued  in  public  schools,  of 
confining  our  youths  to  words,  and  keeping  them  out  of  the 
way  of  real  mowledge.  These  passages  are,  as  Gbay  re- 
marked, as  fine  as  anything  Pope  has  written — as  brilnant^ 
fanciful,  and  musical — ^and  combine  with  the  rich  colouring 
of  the  poet  a  warm  moral  feding  and  justness  of  thought  not 
excelled  in  any  of  his  Moral  Essays  or  Episties.  In  some  of 
the  latter,  while  vindicating  his  own  character,  Pope  rises  to 
great  dignity  and  force  of  expression,  but  still  the  subject  is 
self:  in  the  New  Dundad  he  attains  to  equal  elevation  on 
topics  of  public  and  national  importance.  Warton  objects 
that  in  the  fourth  book  the  hero  does  nothina — and  that  the 
sutrjects  introduced  do  XK)t  harmonise  vrith  i£e  previous  parts 
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of  the  work.  We  maj  admit  that  the  splendid  pasBages 
would  haye  been  better  wrought  into  a  separate  moral  or 
critiGBl  poenii  leaving  the  Dandad  with  its  machinery  com- 
plete in  three  books.  In  reality,  howeyer,  this  critical  ob- 
jection is  not  felt  bj  the  reader.  The  satire  is  dignified  and 
correct,  tiie  subjects  varions,  and  the  poem  altog^wer  sreatlj 
elevated  and  enriched  bj  the  addition  made  to  it.  There  is 
good  sense  in  Johnson's  advice  to  Crabbe:  ''Never  fear 
putting  the  strongest  and  best  things  you  can  think  of  into 
the  mouth  of  your  speaker,  whatever  may  be  his  condition.*' 
That  jears  had  not  dimmed  the  poet's  £uicy,  or  his  power  of 
paintmg  in  words,  may  be  seen  by  turning  to  his  description 
of  the  carnation  and  butterfly,  or  to  that  still  finer  fpassage, 
where  ho  makes  Dulness  lead  her  fuhionable  and  degenerate 
Totary  to  Ersnce  and  Italy — 

**  To  wlieie  the  Sdne,  obfleqaioaB  as  ahe  nms, 
Povn  at  great  B<mibon*8  feet  her  aflken  Bona ; 
Or  Tiber,  now  no  longer  Boman,  rolla, 
Tain  of  Italian  arta,  Italian  aonla : 
To  hMfipy  oonyenta,  boaom'd  deep  in  vinea, 
Where  dumber  abbota,  purple  aa  their  winea : 
To  idea  of  fragrance,  Ifly-ailYer'd  valea, 
Diilbaing  langnor  in  the  panting  galea: 
To  landa  of  afaiging  or  of  dandng  alavea, 
Love-whiqMring  wooda,  and  lute-reaoonding  wavea. 
Bat  chief  her  ahrine  where  naked  Tenoa  he^ 
And  di^dda  ride  the  Hon  of  the  deepa; 
WheN^  eaaed  of  fleets,  the  Adriatic  main 
Wafto  the  amooth  eonnch  and  enamonr'd  awain." 

Colley  Gibber  was  again  brought  forward  by  his  implacable 
satirist.  He  had  given  some  show  of  provocation  in  his 
Apology  for  his  Life,  published  in  1740,  wherein  he  referred 
to  Pope's  hostility,  but  admitted  that  the  poet  could  not  have 
more  pleasure  in  writing  his  verses  than  ne  had  in  reading 
them,  notwithstanding  uiat  he  found  himself,  as  Shakspeare 
terms  it,  ditprmnn^l^  spoken  of.  "  When  I  find  my  name 
at  length  in  the  satincal  works  of  our  most  celebrated  living 
author,  I  never  look  upon  those  lines  as  malice  meant  to  me 
rfor  he  knows  I  never  provoked  it),  but  profit  to  himself. 
One  of  his  points  must  be  to  have  many  readers ;  he  con- 
Biders  that  my  &oe  and  name  are  more  known  than  those  of 
many  thousands  of  more  consequence  in  the  kingdom ;  that^ 
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therefore,  rigbt  or  wrong,  a  lick  at  the  hrareateiriU  always  be 
a  suit  ad  eaptandum  w^w  to  catch  him  Uttie  readers;  and 
that  to  grrafjT  the  unlearned  by  now  and  then  interposing 
those  merry  saciiftoes  of  an  old  acquaintance  to  their  taste^  is 
a  piece  of  quite  right  poetical  craft."  In  retaliation,  Pope 
introduced  Gibber  into  the  New  Dunciad  as  attendant  on 
the  goddess  of  Dulness  while  she  is  seated  on  her  throne: 

<*  Soft  on  bar  Up  her  Laopette  son  reeUnfli.** 

In  the  notes  he  was  more  personal  Gibber  was  soon 
ready  with  a  smsrt  reply — ''A  Letter  from  Mr.  Gibber 
to  Mr.  Pope,  inquiring  mto  the  motives  that  night  induce 
him  in  his  satirical  works  to  be  so  frequently  fond  of  TSi. 
Gibber's  Name."  In  the  Apolo^  for  his  Life,  Gibber  says 
he  had  treated  Pope  like  a  gentieman,  but  finding  from  the 
New  Dunciad  that  this  course  had  not  the  desired  effect,  his 
friends  insisted  that  it  would  be  thought  dulness,  indeed,  or 
a  plain  confession  of  being  a  bankrupt  in  wit,  if  he  did  not 
immediately  answer  those  bills  of  discredit  the  poet  had 
drawn  on  him.  His  answer  is  partly  serious  and  partly 
ludicrous.  In  the  former  he  is  poor,  for  Gibber  was  no 
reasoner;  but  he  relates  the  anecdote  of  Pope's  enmity  on 
occasion  of  the  reviyal  of  the  BehearM^  when  he  introduced 
the  incident  of  the  mummy  and  crocodQe,  and  he  mentions 
the  poet's  dislike  to  his  ^lay  of  the  Nonjuror.  He  then 
makes  a  general  charge  against  Pope,  on  the  ground  of  what 
he  calls  his  ruling  passion,  that  is,  ^'a  low  ayarice  of  praise, 
which  prejudices  or  debases  that  yaluable  character  which 
his  works,  withont  his  own  commendatory  notes  upon  them, 
mi£[ht  haye  maintained."  But  the  most  galling  part  of 
Gibber's  reply  was  a  ridiculous  story,  accompanied  with  a 
print  of  a  scene  which  occurred ''  when  Button's  coffee-house 
was  in  yogue,  and  so  long  ago  as  when  he  (Pope)  had  not 
translated  above  two  or  thrM  books  of  Homer,"  that  is  in 
1714}  or  1715.  According  to  the  mceless  Gibber,  a  late 
young  nobleman  [Lord  Warwick]  who  had  a  good  deal  of 
wicked  humour,  and  who,  though  fond  of  haying  wits  in  his 
company,  was  not  so  restrained  by  his  conscience  but  that  he 
loyed  to  lauj^h  at  any  meny  mischief  he  could  do  them ;  this 
noble  wag,  in  his  usual  goMii  ie  ewur^  with  another  gentie- 
inan,  seduced  Mr.  Pope  as  a  wit,  and  GoUey  himseu  as  a 
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laugher,  into  a  house  in  the  Haymarket,  where  the  poet  ap* 
peued  in  the  character  of  a  gfdlant ;  but  Gibber  says  he 
snatched  away  the  ''  Tom  Tit/'  conceivrng  that  Homer  would 
haye  been  too  serious  a  sacrifice  to  their  eToning  merriment. 
**  Now,  as  his  Homer  has  since  been  so  happily  completed, 
who  can  say  that  the  world  may  not  have  been  obliged  to  the 
kindly  care  of  OoUey  that  so  great  a  work  oyer  came  to  per- 
fection f "  This  loose  and  di^iraceful  anecdote  (which  Pope 
declared  to  Spenoe  was  ''an  absolute  lie  as  to  the  main 
point")  set  the  laughers  against  Pope,  and  made  him  resolye 
to  take  the  most  signal  yengeance.  Horace  Walpole  pre- 
dicted that  it  would  "notably  yex  him ;"  but  who  could  haye 
imagined  that^  for  such  a  cause,  the  poet  would  haye  re-cast 
and  altered  the  whole  of  the  DundiMi,  and  haye  substituted 
Gibber  for  Theobald  as  hero  of  the  poem  P  To  this  task, 
howeyer,  he  now  bent  his  fading  energies,  and  some  sad  and 
serious  reflections  must  haye  i^len  across  his  mind  as  he 
reyiewed  the  long  file  of  his  yictims.  Death  had  been  bue^ 
with  dunces  as  with  wits.  Dennis,  the  earliest  object  of  his 
hatred,  was  gone.  Poor  Gorinna,  sinned  anunst  and  sinninfi^, 
Qildon^ ''  yenal  ouill,"  Tickell's  dassic  riyalry,  James  Moore  s 
plagiarism,  BlacKmore's  epic  ambition,  and  Bentley's  ripe 
scholarship,  were  buried  in  the  dust,  l^e  wretched  ^udgell 
and  Amau  had  disappeared  self-destroyed.  Lord  Fanny  was 
sii^dng  to  the  sraye,  and  he  died  about  two  months  after  the 
puuiication  of  we  new  edition.  Lady  Mary  was  a  wanderer 
m  foreign  countries,  destined  to  return  the  wreck  of  her 
former  sdf,  old  and  wretched.  New  names  required  to  be 
substituted  for' some  of  the  ''ragged  regiment*'  who  had 
bug  been  dead  and  forgotten — afresh  bitterness  had  to  be  in- 
fnseii  respecting  such  as  were  aliye  and  prosperous.  "Welsted 
was  happy  in  an  appointment  in  the  Ordnance  Office,  Gon- 
canen  was  Attomey-Gleneral  in  Jamaica,  Namby  Pamby 
Philips  held  an  important  office  in  Lreland,  and  sat  in  the 
Irish  Parliament  for  these  there  still  burned  "  the  yestal 
fire  of  undecaying  hate."  Por  all  there  was  a  determined 
and  unconquerable  spirit,  with  a  passion  for  literary  labour 
and  fiime,  tnat  was  to  eontinae  till  the  last  throb  of  existence. 
The  poet  again  inyoked  the  assistance  (£  "Warburton : 

"A  project  has  axisea  in  my  head  to  make  yoo,  in  some  measure, 
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the  Editor  of  tliis  new  edition  of  the  Dnnoiad,  if  yon  haye  no  scrapie 
of  owning  some  of  the  graver  notes,  which  are  now  added  to  those  of 
Br.  Arbnihnot,  I  mean  it  as  a  kind  of  prelude,  or  advertisement  to 
the  pnUip,  of  jonr  Commentaries  on  the  Essay  on  Man  and  on  Cri- 
tioism,  wluoh  I  propose  to  print  next  in  another  Tolnme  proportioned 
to  this.  I  onlr  daSbt  whether  an  avowal  of  ^ese  nota  to  so  Indi- 
crons  a  poem  Be  snitable  to  a  character  so  established  as  yonrs  for 
more  serions  studies.  It  was  a  sudden  thought  since  we  piarted,  and 
I  would  have  yon  treat  it  as  no  more ;  and  tell  me  if  it  is  not  to  be 
suppressed,  freely  and  friendlilv.  I  have  a  particular  reason  to  make 
you  interest  yourself  in  me  ana  my  writings.  It  will  cause  both  them 
and  me  to  make  the  better  figure  to  posterity.  A  very  mediocre  poet» 
one  Drayton,  is  vet  taken  some  notice  of^  because  Sehien  writ  a  few 
notes  on  some  of  his  poems."' 

In  another  letter  to  the  same  friend  fMarch  24, 1748)  he 
paeseB  an  oniniooy  and  a  iuat  one,  which  poateirity  has  con- 
finne^  with  respect  to  Die  Epistiea  or  Moral  Esaaya :  **  I 
have  Uved  much  by  myself  of  late,  partly  through  ill-health, 
and  partly  to  amuse  mysdf  with  lime  improvements  in  my 
garden  and  houBe,  to  which  possibly  I  shall  (if  I  live)  hd 
soon  more  confined.  When  tne  Dunciad  may  be  published 
I  know  not.  I  am  more  desirous  of  carrying  on  the  best, 
that  is^  your  edition  of  the  rest  of  the  JSptstUa  and  JBnMy  on 
OriHeiitnj  &c.    I  know  U  it  there  I  tkM  he  eeen  mott  to  ad- 

*  Pope  to  Waiburtoii,  Kov.  87, 1748.  In  the  abovs  notke  of  Drayton 
the  old  poet  if  pUoed  bdow  Ue  real  rank,  oonsldering  the  time  fai  ivhich  ha 
lived.  Coleridge  saye  of  him—**  Drajton  if  a  sweet  poet,  and  Sdden'f  notes 
to  the  early  part  of  the  Poljolhion  are  well  worth,  pemial.  There  are  In- 
ftuioes  of  fuhlimity  in  Drajton.  When  deploring  the  catting  down  of 
some  of  our  old  forasta,  he  saya,  In  langoage  which  rendnda  the  readnr  of 
Lear,  written  anbaeqnently,  and  also  of  aeveral  paaaagea  in  Mr.  Wordawocth^ 


'Our  treea  so  hacked  above  the  groond. 
That  whero  their  loftj  tope  the  neighbouring  ooimtriei  crowned, 
Their  tmnks  like  aged  fbUca  now  bare  and  naked  stand. 
As,  fir  re9mg$,  to  Hmtm  eaek  Md  a  witker^d  AandJ 

That  Is  very  fine."  Sonth^,  Campbell,  and  Hallam  are  no  lev  lealoos  In 
commendation  of  the  old  bard ;  bat  it  la  only  a  poetical  stadent  of  atrong 
nerve  and  reaolotion  that  win  get  throngh  the  80,000  Alexandrine  verMS 
iHdch  compoee  the  Pdyolbion.  We  may  remark  that  Coleiidge,  or  more 
likely  the  reporter  of  hla  **TahIe  Talk,**  la  miataken  hi  aoppoahig  that  Lear 
waa  written  sobaeqaently  to  the  Pdyolbion.  Ilie  latter  wis  piodaoed  be- 
tireen  1618  and  1682j  Lear  wis  pnbllahed  hi  1608. 
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wmioffe.  But  I  inaiat  on  one  condition,  that  yon  never  tUni: 
of  thia  when  jon  can  emploj  yonrself  in  flniwning  that  noble 
work  of  the  Divins  Legation  (which  ia  what,  aboTe  all,  Uerwn^ 
itentmjuemonebo),  or  any  other  nseful  scheme  of  yonr  own." 
This  doTotion  to  Warburton  approaches  to  Berrility.  The 
commentator,  howeyer,  did  yeoman's  seryice.  He  first  con- 
tributed an  introductory  discourse  of  Bicardus  Aristarchus, 
the  hero  of  the  poem,  which  contains  some  admirable  graye 
humour,  and  a  display  of  curious  learning,  resembling  the 
writings  of  Arbuthnot.  As  the  constituent  qualities  of  the 
greater  epic  hero  are  wisdom,  brayery,  and  loye,  from  whence 
springs  heroic  yirtue,  it  is  assumed  that  those  of  the  lesser 
epic  hero  should  be  yanity,  assurance,  and  debauchery,  from 
which  happy  assemblage  results  heroic  dulness,  the  neyer- 
dying  subject  of  the  poem.  Haying  laid  down  this  position^ 
W arburton  traces  aU  these  characteristics  in  Gibber's  cha- 
racter and  conduct,  quoting  largely  from  the  Apolofi;y  for  his 
Life,  in  which  Golley's  yanity  and  carelessness  hiid  mm  open 
to  ridicule  and  misrepresentation.  There  is,  of  course,  no 
recognition  of  the  merits  of  Gibber's  '*  Apology,"  which  is 
one  of  the  most  delightfrd  gossiping  works  in  tiie  language, 
and  exhibits  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  discrimination  and 
acuteness  in  the  delineation  ot  chmracter.  In  altering  the 
poem  to  instal  Gibber  as  its  hero.  Pope  had  little  difiiculty. 
Bis  first  emendation  was  to  substitute  ''  Bayes's  monster- 
breeding  breast"  for  Tibbald's,  which,  as  both  were  dramatic 
authors,  violated  no  rule  of  critiei^  propriety.  But  when  he 
described  Bayes  as  dashing  his  pen  on  the  ground,  and 

«  Sinking  from  thought  to  thon^  a  yast  prafoimd,'' 

every  reader  saw  that  the  resemblance  to  the  gay,  vivacious 
laureate,  who  was  never  thoughtful  nor  profound,  nor  ever 
afifected  to  be  so,  was  lost.  Still  more  unsuitable  was  the 
description  of  Bayes's  Gothic  library,  the  shelves  of  which 
fiToaned  under  drj  bodies  of  divinily,  the  commentaries  of 
I)e  Lyra,  and  the  translations  of  Philemon  Holland,  with 
black-letter  treatises  from  the  presses  of  Gaxton  and  Wynken 
de  Worde.  Such  a  library  might  have  been  collected  by 
Theobald,  a  professed  antiquary,  but  was  wholly  foreign  to 
the  tastes,  character,  and  pursuits  of  Golley  Gibber.  This 
capital  error  was  irredeemable.    Gibber  might  as  well  have 
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acted  Pondlewife  in  a  violemoi^B  gown,  or  suit  of  tragic 
sables.  But  some  of  tne  minater  alieratioiiB  show  Pope's 
tmriTalled  artistic  power.  In  ridicule  of  one  of  Theobald's 
translations,  tbe  poet|  in  describing  the  altar  of  Bulness^ 
had  this  alhudons 

«  And  lilt  A  Httk  AJax  t^  tha  f^** 

To  make  ihe  allusion  applicable  to  Gibber  one  happy  touch 
soflELced: 

*<  A  twisted  Birthday  Od«  oompletef  the  ipfae.** 

Where  new  Unes  were  necessary  to  mark  the  indiriduality, 
the  dovetaiUmg  will  be  found  executed  with  equal  success. 
Thus,  in  the  second  book,  we  had  Theobald  on  his  gorgeous 
seat: 


**  QiMt  TIUMld  nodi;  the  proud  PamaarfAn 
The  oooaeioiia  afmiMr,  *>id  the  Jealooa  la«r, 
Ifix  on  hia  look.    All  ^jaa  direct  thab  nja 
On  him,  and  erowda  grow  fboliah  aa  thej  gaaa, 
Kot  with  more  gleek"  Ac. 

Cibherwas  fimd  of  boasting  of  his  acquaintance  with  lords, 
and  this  foible  was  not  forgotten  in  the  new  yersion : 

**  Great  Cibbar  aate.    The  prood  Famaarfan  anear, 
The  oooaeioiia  aimper  and  the  jeakmB  leer, 
Ifix  on  hia  IooIl  :  aU  eyea  direct  their  mja 
On  him,  and  dowda  torn  oozoomha  aa  thqr  gase. 
ffia  Peeia  ahine  roond  him  with  reflected  grace, 
New  edge  their  dolneea  and  new  bronie  their  Cmo. 
So  from  the  aan*a  broad  beam,  in  aliallow  una 
HeaTen*a  twinkling  qiazka  draw  li^^t  and  pofait  tiiair  home. 
Not  with  more  gleek"  Aa 

Having  sent  his  work  to  the  press,  the  poet  sought  recrea- 
tion at  the  counfay-seats  of  his  noble  friends.  In  September 
he  accompanied  Chesterfidd  to  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough's 
at  Windsor,  whence  they  proceeded  to  Lord  Cohham's  ai; 
Stowe.  The  complete  poem,  in  its  new-ad^>ted  and  revised 
state,  was  published  in  October.  Gibber  must  have  been 
astonished  to  find  himself  hero  of  the  satire.  He  acknow- 
ledged the  distinction  in  a  second  pamphlet^  published  with 
the  Toluininous  title  of  ^Another  Occasional  Letter  from 
Mr.  Gibber  to  Mr.  Pope,  whco^ein  the  new  hero's  preferment 
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to  his  tbione.  in  the  Dunckdy  seems  not  to  be  accepted,  and 
the  author  of  that  poem  his  more  riffhtful  ckdm  to  it  is  as- 
serted*  With  an  ezpostolatory  address  to  the  Bey.  Mr. 
W.  W— n,  author  of  the  new  Frefiuse,  and  adviser  in  the 
carious  improYements  of  that  satire.  By  Mr.  CoUey  Gibber." 
The  title-page  also  bore  this  motto : 

'*  Bemember  Sawm&fs  fiite, 
Baasfd  by  the  lilocUiead  whom  he  strove  to  beet" 

Parodjf  on  Lord  Soioommon. 

This  second  epistb  is  decidedly  inferior  to  the  first,  but  it 
no  doubt  had  the  effect  of  irritating  and  annoyiDg  the  i>oet^ 
which  was  the  otgect  Gibber  had  chieflj,  if  not  solely  in  view. 
''  I  am  told  the  laureate  is  going  to  publish  a  Teiy  abusive 
namphlet/'^  Pope  writes  to  Warburton.  "  That  is  all  I  can 
desire;  it  is  enough  if  it  be  abusive,  and  if  it  be  his.  He 
will  be  more  to  me  than  a  dose  of  hartshorn."  Johnson 
gives  a  comment  on  this.  He  had  heard  Bichardson  relate 
that  he  attended  his  &ther  the  painter,  on  a  visit  at  Twick- 
enham, when  one  of  Gibber's  pamphlets  came  into  the  hands 
of  Pope,  who  said, ''  These  thmgs  are  my  diversion."  They 
sat  by  mm  while  he  perused  it,  and  saw  his  features  writhing 
with  anguish ;  and  young  Bichardson  said  to  his  father  when 
ihqr  returned,  that  he  hoped  to  be  preserved  from  such  di- 
yersion  as  had  been  that  iaj  the  lot  of  Pope.  The  dwerrion 
was  similar  to  the  nUrik  excited  bvDennirs  first  attack,  and 
must  have  been  recollected  by  Sheridan  when  he  drew  Sir 
Fretfol  Plagiary.  But  Pope  soonrallied  after  such  fits :  the 
pen  was  his  ready  and  never-failing  resource. 

In  the  summer  of  this  year  (1748)  the  noet  was  again  at 
Bath.  He  met  Lord  Ghesterfield-— then  the  only  person  at 
tiie  iiwhionable  resort  whom  he  knew— and  the  peer,  he  says, 
made  him  dUne  en  mdlade^  though  Pcpe*s  physician  prescribidd 

Sirlic.  He  visited,  as  usual,  at  Krior  Park,  and  Martha 
lount  was  invited  to  meet  him.  A  quarrel  unfortunatelv' 
took  place  between  Mrs.  Allen  and  her  female  visitor,  which 
for  a  time  alienated  Pope  fit)m  his  benevolent  and  excellent 
friend.  Buffhead,  on  the  authority  of  Warburton,  ascribes 
the  misunderstanding  to  Miss  Blounfs  arrogant  and  unbe- 
coming deportment.  Another  account  (but  eridently  an  er- 
roneous one)  represents  the  disagreement  as  arising  from  a 
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reanert  on  the  part  of  AGas  Blonnt  to  bare  tiie  nae  of  Mr. 
Allen'a  chariot  to  convejr  hw  to  the  Boman  Gatholio  diapel 
at  BatL  a  leqiieat  which  the  host  declined  to  comply  witfa, 
aa  he  then  filled  tiie  office  of  ma^or  of  the  cily,  and  could 
not  with  propriety  pennit  his  carnage  to  be  aeen  at  the  door 
of  a  place  of  wonmp  to  which,  aa  a  maffistrate,  he  waa  le- 
atrained  firom  gifing  a  public  sanction.*  Pope  took  the  whole 
blame  on  hiinMl£  He  left  Prior  Paric  in  indignation,  learing 
Martha  Blount  behind  him.  In  the  Mapl^orfaam  oolleo- 
tion  ia  the  following  letter  addressed  by  her  to  Pope : 

*'I  heme  you  aie  well— I  am  not.  Ht  spixitB  aie  onite  down, 
thoQfl^  tAey  ahoidd  not,  for  these  people  oesOTe  so  mnoA  to  be  de- 
spised. One  should  do  nothing  but  laog^  I  packed  up  my  things 
yesterday;  the  serraats  knew  it;  Mr.  and  His.  Allen  nem  said  a 
word,  nor  so  mudi  as  asked  me  how  I  wei^  where,  or  when.  In 
short,  from  ereiy  one  of  them  much  grester  inhumanity  that  [than] 
I  could  oonoeiTe  ai^bo^  could  show.  Mr.  Waibunon  took  no 
noticeofme.  Tismostwonderfbl;  they  have  not  one  of  them  named 
your  name,  nor  dnmk  your  health  since  you  went.  Thej  talk  to  one 
another  without  jmttiii^  me  at  all  in  the  oonrersation.  liord  Archibald 
[Lord  ArdubaldHamwQn]  is  come  to  Linoolm  nimoomhe].  I  was 
to  hare  gone  this  morning  in  his  coach,  but  umockily,  he  kem  it 
here.  I  shall  go  and  conmre  something  with  them  to-day;  for  I 
really  do  think  these  people  would  shove  me  out,  if  I  did  not  so  soon. 
I  would  run  all  inconTemenoes  and  drink  the  waters,  if  I  thought  th^ 
would  do  me  good.  My  pment  state  is  deplorable.  PU  get  out  of  it 
as  soon  as  I  can.  Adieu.  My  compliments  to  Mr.  Br [lEegihle]. 

Pope  instantly  replied,  entreating  Mas  Bbmit  also  to  qnit 
the  house: 

''So  strange  a  disappointment  as  I  met  with,**  he  says,  ''the  ex- 

*  HswUns.  Mr.  AJkn  was  mayor  up  to  ScptembcK^  174S ;  hat  the  aftlr 
of  tlie  diaiiot  would  bsre  been  anndad  to  in  Pope*s  letter,  if  it  bed  ionned 
tlie  ground  of  oflhnoe.  It  it  pfobeUe,  bowmr,  tbmt  Martha's  rigid 
Catholidem  may  haTe  aggravated  if  not  canaed  the  diapate.  IntheooOeo* 
tton  of  letten  at  Kaplednriiam,  if  one  written  from  Bath,  in  1747,  l^  Mr. 
WiniamChipman,  the  priert  of  the  Catholic  chapel  there,  and  addreaaed  to 
Martha  Bknmt,  who  had  been  yiaiting  at  the  houae  of  Mr.  Edwin,  connected 
withMr.AIIen:  << I  beUeye,"  he  aaya,'' I  ahaUneTerfbigettliat remarkable 
instance  of  the  true  Catholic  apiiit  you  then  diq>layed;  and  I  must  ihuikly 
own  that  this,  and  indeed  the  whole  of  yoor  behaTiour  that  ereningj  baa 
left  such  tender  and  afllsctionate  conoeni  for  your  eternal  interest  in  my 
mind,  that  it  baa  often  Tented  itsetf  ainoe  in  the  most  earnest  i^pplicatioa  to 
UtKvm  in  your  behaUL" 
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treme  senaflnlitjr  wldch  I  know  is  in  your  nature,  of  sack  monstrous 
treatment^  and  tlie  bitter  reflection  that  I  was  wholly  the  nnhappy 
oanse  of  it^  did  really  so  distraofc  me,  while  with  yon,  that  I  ooua 
neither  speak,  nor  more,  nor  act,  nor  thinL  I  was  like  a  man 
stonned  or  slabbed, where  he  expected  an  embrace;  and  Iwas  de- 
jected to  death,  seeing  I  conld  do  or  say  nothing  to  comfort,  bat 
eretvthin^  rath^  to  hurt  you.  But  for  €k>d's  sake  know  that  I  un- 
derstood it  was  goodness  andgenerosity  you  showed  me  unda  the 
appearance  of  anger  itself.  When  yon  mt  bid  me  go  to  Lord  B.'s 
mnn  them  and  hasten  thither,  I  was  sensible  it  was  resentment  <tf 
their  conduct  to  me,  and  to  remove  me  from  such  treatment,  though 
you  stayed  alone  to  suffer  it  yourself.  But  I  depended  you  womd 
not  havebeenaday  lon^  in  the  house  after  I  Idl  you  last ;  and  of 
all  I  have  endured,  nothmg  gave  me  so  much  pain  othetai  as  to  find 
hj  jour  letters  you  were  still  under  their  roof.  I  dread  their  pro- 
YOun£[  yon  to  any  expression  unworthy  of  you.  Even  kn^hUr  would 
be  takmg  too  much  notice.  But  I  more  cuead  your  spirits,  and  fiJl- 
ing  under  such  a  dejection  as  renders  yon  incn^ablB  of  resolYing  on 
the  means  of  getting  out  of  aU  this.'' 

He  tben  prescribes  a  mode  of  extrication.  The  difficulties 
attending  a  lady  tniYeUing  alone,  or  Id^irtha's  peculiar  ti- 
midity, witli  an  indication  of  the  state  of  the  roads,  are 
seen  in  this  passage:  *'  K  you  would  go  directly  to  London, 
jOTi  may,  without  the  least  danger,  go  in  a  coach  and  six  of 
King's  horses  (with  a  servant  on  horseback  as  &r  as  Marl- 
borough, writing  to  John  [Searle]  to  meet  you  there)  for  62. 
or  77.,  as  safe,  no  doubt,  aa  in  any  nobleman's  or  genueman's 
coach."* 

.  He  resolved,  he  said,  never  more  to  set  foot  in  the  house, 
and  he  implored  Martha  to  leave  them  without  a  word. 
This  hasty  and  passionate  letter  the  poet  enclosed  under 
cover  to  a  Mr.  Iidwin,  because,  as  he  significantly  adds,  *'I 
should  not  wonder  if  listeners  at  doors  should  open  letters. 
W.  is  a  sneakmg  parson,  and  I  told  him  he  flattered."  W. 
was  no  doubt  Warburton,  who  was  then  at  Prior  Park,  and 
who  was  treated  with  double  complaisance,  as  Martha  Blount 
told  Spence,  to  render  their  ill  usae;e  of  Mr.  Pope  more 
apparent.  It  is  highly  improbable  that  Mr.  Allen,  who  so 
^m&a  entertained  tro  poet,  and  who  so  cordially  admired  his 

*  BoBooe,  vilL  p.  608,  collated  with  the  oxiginaL 
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ffeniiifly  flhonld  liave  treated  liis  -visitor  with  rodeness.  The 
fidj  of  the  manmon  had  probablr  looked  askance  on  Hiss 
Blount^  and  the  deportment  of  the  latter  was  hj  no  means 
conciliatoij.*  ISie  stonn,  howeyer,  soon  blew  oyer.  Pope 
and  Allen  were  again  friends,  and  Warbnrton  was  reinstated 
in  his  friendlj  aid  confidential  office  of  critical  adviser  and 
commentator. 

The  preparation  of  a  complete,  correct^  and  annotated 
edition  of  his  works  was  the  latest  care  and  anxiety  of  the 
poet  Warburton  reyised  the  Pre&ce  and  Essay  prefixed  to 
Homer,  and  sapplied  comments  and  notes  to  the  different 
poems.  The  Ebssj  on  Man  and  Essay  on  Criticism,  wi&War- 
Dnrton*s  commentaries,  were  published  in  a  quarto  Tolume  in 
1748,  ''in  tiie  same  paper  and  character  to  be  bound  up  with 
the  Dnnciad,"  and  the  rest  of  the  anthor^s  original  poems 
were  snnounced  as  in  preparation.  Pope  was  laroh  ot  com- 
pliments to  his  coadjutor.  ''You  haye,"  he  wrote,  "not 
only  monthly,  but  weekly  of  late,  loaded  me  with  fiiTOurs  of 
that  kind  which  are  most  acceptable  to  yeteran  authors; 
those  garlands  which  a  commentator  weayes  to  hang  about 
the  poet,  and  which  are  flowers  both  of  his  own  gathering 
and  painting  too — ^not  blossoms  springing  firom  tiie  dry 
author."  Warburton  wandered  far  in  quest  of  these  edi- 
torial flowers,  and  sometimes  gathered  thistles!  He  ex- 
plored the  recesses  of  his  curious  and  multifarious  erudition, 
brought  forward  paradoxes  to  iUustrate  doubtful  and  to  ob- 
scure obyious  truths,  and  he  racked  his  inyention  to  find  analo- 
gies which  were  risible  only  through  his  "  critical  telescope." 
Ilie  poet  ymtes  again  on  the  same  subject^  conscious  that 
his  increasing  weakness  rendered  it  necessary  to  work  while 
it  was  yet  day: 

"Whateyer  little  respites  I  have  had  from  the  daily  care  of  my 
mala^  hsye  been  employed  in  revisiiig  the  papen  "On  the  Use  <£ 

•In  oneofthekttenofLBdyHerveytotheCkKiiilaHorSiiiailk 
an  aDotion  to  Hiti  Bkmnt,  oooched  in  the  Ibnn  of  a  medical  aDeaoiy:  **  I 
am  aoRy  our  poor  little  iHeod  waa  fdroed  to  goto  tiieBathftr  aova-^ 
pleaaant  a  dSatamper ;  fbrlam  infonned  it  waa  to  get  rid  of  aome  jroad 
JUk  that  ia  grown  to  hia  aide  and  makea  him  eztnm^  nnea^.  It  k 
thought  it  will  prore  a  mortification.'' 
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Biohe9,''  wUdh  I  would  have  ready  for  toot  last  revise  SMnst  you 
come  to  town,  that  tliey  may  be  be^vn  wmle  tou  are  here,  i  own  the 
late  enoroachmentB  npon  my  oonstitation  nuuce  me  willing  to  see  the 
end  of  all  farther  care  about  me  or  my  works.  I  would  rest  for 
tiie  one  in  a  foil  resignation  of  my  beii^  to  be  disposed  of  l^  the 
Father  of  all  mercy;  and  for  the  other  (though  indeed  a  tiifl^  yet  a 
trifle  may  be  some  example),  I  would  oomnut  them  to  the  canaonr  of 
a  sensible  and  reflecting  judge,  rather  than  to  the  malice  of  eveiy 
short-sighted  and  malerolent  critic,  or  inadvertent  and  censorious 
reader.  And  no  hand  can  set  them  in  so  good  a  light,  or  so  well  turn 
their  best  side  to  the  day,  as  your  own.  This  obbges  me  to  confess  I 
have  for  some  months  thought  myself  goings  and  that  not  slowly, 
down  the  hill-4he  rather  as  eveiT  attempt  of  the  physicians,  and 
still  the  last  medicines  more  forcLole  in  uieir  natnre,  have  utterly 
Med  to  serve  me.  I  was  at  last,  about  seven  days  ago,  taken  with  so 
violent  a  fit  at  Battersea,  that  my  friends  Lord  M.  and  Lord  B.  sent 
for  present  help  to  the  suigeon;  whose  Ueeding  me,  I  am  nersuaded, 
saved  my  life,  by  the  instantaneous  effect  it  had ;  and  whicn  has  con- 
tinued so  much  to  amend  me,  that  I  have  passed  five  days  without 
oppression.'' 

While  at  Battersea  he  addressed  a  note  to  his  printer, 
Bowyer,  in  Whiteiriars,  which  illustrates  his  unweaned  care 
and  anxiety,  eyen  in  his  last  days,  with  respect  to  his  works. 
The  original  is  in  the  British  Museum : 

"Nov.8(174a> 

*'I  am  for  a  few  davs  at  Battersea,  at  Lord  Mardunonf  s,  whither 
Tve  left  orders  with  the  waterman  to  bring  me  everything  from  you. 
I  doubt  not  you'll  be  upon  the  watch,  or  set  any  other,  in  case  of  any 
piracy  of  tiie  Dnnciad,  to  inform  me,  who  shall  he  readv  to  prosecute. 
As  to  the  Httle  edition,  they  have  still  not  separated  it  uright.  The 
second  volume  must  (as  the  title  you'll  see  implies)  contain  the  fourth 
book,  as  well  as  tiie  memoirs  and  index,  "mj  dose  your  account 
with  Mrs.  Cooper  of  the  octavo's  second  volume  (no  more  of  which 
ahonld  now  be  sold},  and  make  all  that  remain  correapond  with  the 
pesent  edition*  reaoy  to  be  republished,  as  we  shall  find  occasion,  the 
two  together.  And  let  me  know  when  you  have  vended  500  of 
the  quarto.  I  thank  you  for  all  your  care,  and  shall  be  ever  your 
affect  humble  servant,  A.  Fori." 

In  his  latter  years,  when  rowed  up  and  down  the  river, 
Pope  usually  sat  in  a  sedan  chair,  in  which  he  was  carried  to 
the  boat;  and  so  Lite  as  1818  an  aged  boatman  on  the 
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Thames  C'OId  Home")  snmTed  to  talk  of  ''Mr.  Pope,'' 
iriiom,  when  a  boy,  he  had  often  aeen,  and  well  lemembered. 

On  tiie  12th  of  December,  1748,  the  poet  made  his  wilL 
(See  Appendix.)  A  sum  of  10002^  was  left  to  Martha  Blount^ 
with  aU  nifl  hoiuehold  effeote,  and  the  leddae  of  his  estate 
after  debts  and  li^acies  were  paid.  ^  The  produce  of  the  lat- 
ter bemginyested  in  proper  securities,  and  paid  half  yeaily 
to  ICss  Blount,  was  to  oescend  on  her  death  to  Mrs.  Bac- 
kett  and  her  fimiilj.  To  this  lady  he  derised  a  som  of  8001., 
and  a  bond  of  5001.,  due  by  one  of  her  sons;  and  to  two 
other  sons  he  left  1001.  each.  To  his  sister  he  also  left  the 
family  pictures  and  other  memorials,  of  which  tiie  final  desti- 
nation IS  not  known.  The  amount  of  Pope's  fortune  seems 
to  hsTO  been  under  50001. 

Short  Tisits  to  Battersea  were  still  occasionally  indulged 
in*    To  Bolingbroke  and  Marchmont  lie  writes: 

**  Sunday  vigbt,  Twidoenliaiii. 
«Mt  DiAB  Lqbds,— Tea,  I  would  see  you  as  long  as  I  can  see 
joo,  and  then  ahat  my  e^  upon  tilie  woild  aa  a  thm^  worth  aeebu^ 
no  longer.  If  your  coantj  would  take  up  a  amall  bird  that  is  hm 
dead  of  the  frost,  and  set  it  arohiiping  for  half  an  hour,  I  will  jnmp 
into  my  cage,  and  put  mjaelf  ii^  your  hands  to-morrow  at  anr  hour 
jou  send.  Two  hcunea  w31  be  enough  to  draw  me  (and  ao  womd  two 
doga^  if  you  had  them),  but  eyen  the  fly  u{K)n  the  ohariot-wheel 
lemiired  some  bigger  animal  than  itself  to  set  it  a-going.  QMdrigU 
petUmu  bene  viven  ia  IkeraUy  tme  when  one  caimot  gd  into  good 
company  withont  horses;  and  sodh  ia  my  case.  lamiaithfollytoyou 
both  a  most  cordial,  entne  servant,  A  Fqfb.*'* 

When  the  &ost  had  broken  up,  a  new  difficulty  to  locomo- 
tion occurred.  The  authority  of  a  royal  prodamation  now 
prescribed  limits  to  the  declining  poefs  excursions.  The 
threatened  inyasion  of  England  by  the  Trench,  accompanied 
by  the  young  Pretender,  caused  a  eeneral  alarm  throughout 
the  kingdom,  and  all  Boman  Cath<mcs  were  prohibited  firom 
appearing  within  ten  miles  of  London.  The  enemy  was 
actually  seen  off  our  coast;  tiiere  was  a  fleet  of  fifteen  ships 
of  the  une  and  fiye  firigates;  and  sometransportSi  containing 

'  Hardunont  Papers,  yoL  fl.  p.  291. 
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*'  OaMar  and  all  hia  fortnneay" — or  Charles  Edward  and  geven 
thousand  troops,  under  Marshal  Saxe,  who  had  embarked 
at  Dunkirk.  The  English  Channel  fleet,  commanded  by  Sir 
John  Norris,  came  within  a  league  of  the  Brest  squadron. 
Walpole  says  the  coasts  were  coyered  with  people  to  see  the 
engagement;  but  at  seven  in  the  evening  tiie  wind  changed, 
and  the  Erench  fleet  escaped.  A  violent  storm  diatt^d 
and  wrecked  the  transports,  and  the  expedition  was  glad  to 
put  back  to  Dunkirk.  This  was  on  the  25th  of  Februaiy. 
^lingbroke,  who  must  have  felt  peculiarly  awkward  and 
perplexed  at  the  seemingly  approaching  contest,  seeing  he 
naa  served  both  the  Courts  oi  Bt.  James  and  St.  Glermains, 
and  was  trusted  by  neither,  wrote  to  Marchmont,  *^  The 
crisis  is  terrible,  much  to  be  feared,  little  to  be  hoped.  Gh>d 
help  usi"  In  the  same  note,  however,  the  versatile  peer 
diowed  that  he  was  not  so  airbed  in  politics  as  to  forget 
the  claims  of  friendship.  ''In  all  event^"  he  says, ''  I  will 
be  at  Twickenham  on  Sunday  momin^^,  and  I  confess  I 
should  be  for  letting  Ward  see  Pope  and  prescribe  to  him." 
The  poet  himself  md  consulted  a  quack  practitioner.  Dr. 
Thomson,  a  man  who  had,  according  to  Johnson,  by  lar|[e 
promises  and  free  censures  of  the  common  practice  of  physic, 
forced  himself  into  sudden  reputation.  Thomson  recom- 
mended the  use  of  waters,  and  the  regular  medical  attendants 
conceived  that  such  a  prescription  was  unsuited  to  a  patient 
suffering  under  dropsical  asthma.7  About  this  time  the  poet 
received  a  letter  announcin^^  a  visit  from  his  old  friend  Allen. 
"I  thank  you  very  kindlv.  Pope  replied;  "1  am  sure  we 
shall  meet  with  thes  ame  nearts  we  ever  met."  The  govern- 
ment proclamation  was  an  obstacle  to  their  meeting  in  Lon- 
don. "  The  utmost  I  can  do  I  will  venture  to  tell  you  in 
your  ear.  I  may  slide  along  the  Surrey  side  (where  no  Mid- 
dlesex justice  can  pretend  any  cognisance)  to  Batterseai  and 

f  Thomfloii's  pfeBcilpiions  were  latirifled  in  a  poem  published  Immediately 
after  Pope's  death,  entitled  **  One  Thousand  Seven  Himdred  and  Forty- 
finir,  a  Poem,  by  a  Great  Poet  lately  deceased."  The  piece  oondndes  wUh 
this  coiqilet: 

''Dmioei,  rejoice,  taif^  offanoes  past, 
T ^  the  dunoe^  has  done  your  wodc  at  last  P 
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there  eron  tbe  water  for  an  hour  or  two,  in  a  doee  diair,  to 
dine  with  you  or  80.  But  to  l^  in  town  I  fear  will  be  impra- 
dent,  and  thought  insolent.  At  least  hithertO|  all  compfy 
with  the  nrocQamation." 

Mr.  Allen  came  to  Twickenham  on  the  22nd  of  March, 
and  Pope  communicated  to  Martha  Blount  an  account  of 
the  Tiait,  and  ci  his  attempt  to  dear  up  the  misunderstand- 
ing at  Prior  Park.  As  this  is  apparenthr  the  last  letter 
wntten  hj  the  poet  to^  his  life-lonig;  firiena  and  inseparable 
companion,  we  subjoin  it  entire :? 

^'DiiJi  MADA]C,--Wiitu]g  IB  beocmie  verr  painM  to  me,  if  I  w 
write  a  letter  of  any  lengiL  In  bed,  or  sittmg,  it  hnrtB  mw  breast ; 
and  in  the  aftenuxm  I  can  do  nothing,  still  less  hj  oandle-iisfat.  t 
would  else  tdl  yoa  eferything  that  passed  between  Mr.  Allen  and 
me.  He  proposed  to  haye  stmd  onh  to  dinner;  but  recalleeting 
the  next  day  was  Good  Friday,  he  ssid  he  would  take  a  bed  here^  ana 
£utwithme.  The  next  mommg  I  desired  him  to  come  into  n^  room 
bflfm  I  rose,  and  opened  mmlf  Tcry  freely  npon  the  snlnect^  re- 
qoiring  the  same  nnreser? e  on  nis  part  I  told  him  what  I  thooffht 
of  Mrs.  Allen's  conduct  to  me  before  you  came,  and  both  hers  and  nis 
after.  He  did  pretty  much  what  you  expected;  utteriy  denied  any 
uTiVindnww  or  ooobess,  and  protested  his  utmost  desire^  and  answered 
for  hers,  to  haye  pleased  you;  laid  it  all  upon  the  muiiuU  dittoHifite' 
turn  between  you  and  her,  ana  hoped  I  would  not  be  altered  toward 
him  by  any  miirdpreieiiiaHon  jovl  might  make;  not  that  he  betiered 
jon  woula  tell  an  untruth,  but  thi£  you  saw  things  in  a  mistaken 
light.  I  Tery  strongly  told  him  you  neyer  made  any  such;  nor,  if  he 
considered,  was  it  ponible,  since  all  that  had  passed  I  saw  with  my 
own  eyes,  and  heard  with  mj  own  ears.  I  told  him  I  did  not  impute 
the  UTikindneiw  shown  me,  m  behaving  so  coldly,  to  him  originally, 
but  to  Mrs.  Allen;  and  furiy  told  him  I  suspected  it  to  haye  pro- 
ceeded from  some  jealousy  she  had  of  some  designs  we  had  imon  his 
house  at  Hampton,  and  confirmed  it  by  the  repons  I  had  hesra  of  it 
from  sevend  hands.  But  he  denied  this  utterly  too.  I  pressed  then, 
that  she  must  haye  had  some  yerr  unjust  or  bad  thing  suggested  to 
her  against  you;  but  he  assurea  me  it  all  rested  mpon  a  mmitud snt- 
MitdeniandiMff  between  you  two,  which  appeared  in  two  or  three  days, 

•  Mr.  BoMoe  dates  thif  letter  1742.  It  was  deixljr  written  fai  1744,  •• 
the  quaznl  at  Prior  Puk  did  not  take  place  tiU  174S.  We  may  lemaik 
thai  the  house  at  Prior  Paric,  built  by  Mr.  Allen  and  afterwazds  ooeapied 
by  Warimrton,  was  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire  (at  least  the  mater  part 
of  it)  fai  188S.  At  this  time  it  was  occupied  1^  Dr.  Balnes,  a  Soman  Oar 
thoUcbiBhop. 
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and  wbioh  he  spoke  to  his  wife  abonj^  bat  found  he  oould  make  her 
not  at  all  etuy  m;  and  that  he  never  in  his  whole  life  was  so  sorrj  at 
anj  disappointment.  I  said  much  more^  being  opener  than  I  intended 
at  first:  bat  findii^  him  own  nothing,  bat  stick  to  this,  I  tamed  to 
make  slighter  of  it,  and  told  him  he  shoold  not  see  my  behayioox 
altered  to  Mrs.  Allen  so  much  as  hers  had  been  to  me  (which  he 
declared  he  did  not  see);  and  that  I  ooold  answer  for  it,  Mrs.  Bloont 
was  never  likelj  to  take  any  notice  of  the  whole,  so  far  from  misre* 
presenting  any  particalar. 

*' There  were  some  other  mffticnlan,  which  I  may  recollect,  or  tell 
when  we  meet.  I  thooght  his  behavioor  a  little  shy ;  bat  in  mine,  I 
did  mTyery  best  to  show  I  was  quite  onooncemed  what  it  was.    He 


Cheselden  is  ffoing  to  Bath  next  Monday,  with  whom  at  Chelsea  I 
thoofht  to  lodge,  and  so  get  to  yoa  in  a  morning. 

"My  own  condition  is  much  at  one ;  and.  to  save  writiiu^  to  jgq, 
the  particalan,.  which  I  know  you  desire  to  be  apprised  of,  I  endose 
my  letter  to  the  Doctor. 

''I  assure  you  I  don't  think  half  so  much  what  will  become  of  m0« 
as  of  you ;  and  when  I  grow  worst,  I  find  the  anxiety  for  you  doubled. 
Would  to  God  you  would  quicken  j^our  haste  to  setUe,*  by  reflecting 
what  apleasure  it  would  be  to  me  just  to  see  it,  and  to  see  you  A 
ease;  smd  then  I  could  contentedly  leave  vou  to  the  provideoice  of 
God  in  this  life,  and  resign  mvself  to  it  in  the  other.  I  have  little  io 
say  to  you  when  we  meet^  but  I  bve  you  upon  unalterable  principles^ 
wnich  makes  me  feel  my  heart  the  same  to  you  as  if  I  saw  you  every 
hour.    Adieu. 

''Easter  day  pCaroh  36, 1744]. 

''Pray  give  my  services  to  Lady  Gerard;  and  pray  get  me  some 

*  Pope  breathes  a  simflar  wish  in  another  letter.  "  I  could  Trish  you  had 
onoe  tlM  oonstanoy  and  rasolutiott  to  act  for  y  onneU^  whether  before  or  after 
I  leave  yon,"  &c  He  had  much  trouble  in  a^Jnstiiig  Wn  Blonnf  a  afflaixB, 
and  seldom  had  the  satisfaction  to  please  her. — Bowki,  There  is  in  reality 
no  trace  of  dissatis&ction.  By  Mtt2i&i^,  Pope  evidentiy  means  that  she  should 
take  ap  housekeeping  and  have  an  establishment  of  her  own.  fiEheseems  at 
this  time  to  have  been  much  with  Lady  Qerard,  alluded  to  in  the  postscript 
to  the  above  letter.  This  lady  was,  we  suppose,  of  the  Oatholib  fiun&y 
of  Qeraxd,  of  New  Hall,  Lancashire,  the  widow  of  Sir  "William  Gerard,  the 
dzth  barenet,  who  was  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Clifford 
of  I>1ham,  Lancashire.  Dr.  King,  mentioned  in  the  same  postscript,  was 
Dr.  William  King,  the  Jacobite,  Principal  of  St  Mazy  Hall,  Oxford.  Hl 
anecdotes  of  his  contemporaries,  written  by  Dr.  King,  it  is  said  that  Pope 
hastened  his  death  by  indnlghig  in  hi^^rseasoned  dishes  and  by  dram- 
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r  to  Dr.  King,  or  else  it  will  oost  me  a  letter  of  exonae  to  have 

deli^ed  it  so  long.  I  do  not  understand  1^  toot  note»  nor  by  Mrs. 
Axlmtbnot^St  idiciher  joa  think  of  oomins  biUier  to-moROWy  or  when. 
Mr.  Murray's  depends  on  his  reoorerf,  wnioh  is  nnoertain;  and  Lord 
Bcdinghr6ke,theendoftheweek.'"*   (No  signature.) 

On  the  foUowinff  day,  Pope  addressed  another  note  to 
Msrohnumt  and  Boungbroke: 


r  Monday. 

^'Mt  bbab  Lo8D6» — ^When  I  see  a  finer  day,  or  feel  a  livelier  hour, 
I  find  my  thoughts  earned  to  yoa«  with  whom,  and  fbr  wlumi  chidly 
I  desire  to  live.  I  am  a  little  revived  to-day,  and  hope  to  be  more  so 
by  tiie  end  of  the  week,  smoe  I  think  that  was  the  time  you  save  me 
l^pes  you  would  pass  a  day  or  two  here.  Mr.  Murray,  oy  t£it  time, 
or  sooner,  if  he  osn,  will  meet  yon.  I  hope  Lord  BdUngbroke  has 
settled  thst  with  him  in  town.  Mr.  Warburton  is  veryoesirous  to 
wait  on  vou  both.  If  he  oomes  to  fiattersea  in.a morning,  may  furnish 
him  witn  n^  chaise  to  oome  on  hither,  and  let  the  chaise  oe  m  here, 
of  whose  earthly  part  I  shall  make  use  in  my  garden,  titoucdi  not  of 
its  nqaatie.    My  nithful  sendees  wait  on  Lady  MarramGnv*  *^ 

The  same  da^,  on  a  scrap  of  paper,  with  a  pencil^  he  wrote 
to  hia  trusted  mend  Bichardson,  **  You  had  seen  me  had  I 
been  wdl.  Ill  news  I  did  not  care  to  tell  von,  and  I  have 
not  been  abroad  this  month,  not  out  of  my  chamber,  nor  able 
to  see  any  but  nurses.  My  asthma  seems  immovable,  but  I 
am  something  easier.  Goa  preserve  you  V*  His  last  letter 
to  Warburton  was  written  in  the  following  montii : 

*'  I  am  Sony  to  meet  yon  with  so  bad  an  account  of  myself,  who 
should  otherwise  with  \pj  have  flown  to  the  interview.  I  am  too  ill 
to  be  in  town;  and  withm  this  week  so  much  worse,  as  to  make  my 
journey  thither,  at  present,  impracticable^  even  if  there  was  no  F^ 
damation  in  my  way.  I  left  the  town  in  a  decent  compliance  to 
that;  but  this  addiuonal  prohibition  from  the  highest  of  all  powers 
I  must  bow  to  without  murmuring.  I  wish  to  see  you  here.  Mr. 
ABen  comes  not  till  the  Idth,  and  yon  will  probablv  ohuse  to  be  in 
town  diiefly  while  he  is  there.  I  received  yours  jusl  now,  and  I  writ 
to  hinder  — -  from  printing  the  commiBnt  on  the  IT'itf  ofBidm  too 

^  Boacoe^  vUL  p.  50i,  odlatad  with  the  originaL 
^  Karchmont  Papen^  fi.  p.  881. 
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hastOj,  smoe  what  you  write  me^  intending  to  have  forwarded  it 
otheninsei  tbat  yon  might  revise  it  during  yonr  stay.  Indeed  my 
present  weakness  will  make  me  less  and  less  cspable  of  any  thing.  I 
nope  at  least,  now  at  first,  to  see  yon  for  a  davor  two  hereatXwiten- 
bam,  snd  oonoert  measures  liow  to  enjoy  for  the  future  what  I  can  of 
your  friendship.    I  am,**  ftc. 

About  three  weeks  before  his  death.  Pope  sent  oopiee  of 
his  Ethic  Epistles — ^the  reviaed  edition,  probably,  which  was 
then  in  the  course  of  printing — as  presents  to  his  fiiends. 
"  Here  I  am,  like  Sooates,"  he  said,  **  dispensiDg  my  mo« 
rality  among  my  friends  just  aa  I  am  dying."    I^>ence  re- 
joined, ^  I  rrally  had  that  thought  seyeral  times  when  I  was 
last  at  Twickenham  with  you,  and  was  apt  now  and  then  to 
look  upon  myself  as  Fh»ao."    ''  That  might  be,"  said  Pope, 
''but  you  must  not  expect  me  now  to  say  anything  like 
Socrates."    His  friends  were  unceasing  in  their  attentions. 
Maichmont  and  Bolingbroke  eyinced  the  most  anxious  soli- 
citude, and  Spenoe  seems  to  haye  been  rarely  absent.    Buff- 
head  chaxgOA  Martha  Blount  with  indifference  and  neg- 
lect ;  and  Johnson  relates  that  as  the  sick  poet  was  one 
day  sitting;  in  the  open  air  with  his  two  friends,  he  saw 
his  &younte  Martha  Blount  at  the  bottom  of  the  terrace, 
and  asked  Lord  Bolingbroke  to  go  and  hand  her  up,  Boling- 
broke, not  liking  his  errand,  crossed  his  legs  and  sat  stiU ; 
but  Lord  Marchmont^  who  was  younger  and  less  captious, 
waited  on  the  lady,  who,  when  he  came  to  her,  asked, ''  W  hat ! 
is  he  not  dead  yet  P"  Much  depends  on  the  tone  and  manner 
in  whidh  words  of  this  kind  are  uttered;  but  the  anecdote, 
as  thus  related,  seems  incredible.  Martha  Blount  could  not  be 
ignorant  whether  Pope  was  dead  or  aliye ;  and  eyen  worldly 
prudence  would  haye  preyented  such  an  unfeelinjg  exclama- 
tion,  for,  if  Pope  was  able  to  sit  with  his  friends  m  the  op^en 
air,  he  was  fit  also  to  alter  the  terms  of  his  Will,  and  depriye 
Miss  Bbunt  of  her  lecacy.    She  well  knew  that  the  poet  was 
too  sensitiye  to  brodc  either  n^lect  or  affiront,  and  too 
proud  not  to  resent  it.    Spence  says  nothing  of  this  in- 
difference and  want  of  feeling,  but  on  the  contruy,  he  quotes 
a  remark  of  Warburton's,  that  it  "was  yery  obseryable 
during  Pope's  last  illness,  that  Mrs.  Blounf  s  coming  in  gaye 
a  new  turn  of  spirits  or  a  temporary  strength  to  him."  Pope's 
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letters  to  Fortesoue  show  the  interest  he  took  up  to  the 
dose  of  his  life  in  all  matters  affecting  the  pecuniaiT  aflBura 
and  comfort  of  his  bit  fiiend.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  we 
ma^  assume  that  a  storr  so  inconsistent  with  the  tenderness 
which  had  so  long  subsiBted  between  the  parties,  and  so 
foreign  to  the  female  character  at  an j  time  of  suffering  or 
distress,  is  destitute  of  foundation.  Of  the  same  natoe, 
we  suspect,  is  a  memorandum  Quoted  by  Steevens,  firom  Dr. 
Parmers  Papers,  that  Pope  offered,  in  artieuh  morH$^  to 
many  Miss  Blount.  The  only  allusion  in  the  Mapledurham 
MSS.  to  the  subject  of  marriafi|e  occurs  in  a  letter  firom  one 
of  Martha's  Mends,  Mr.  L.  Sdu»der,  Hanover.  In  reply  to 
a  suspicion  thrown  out  by  his  female  correspondent,  thia 
gentleman  says,  '*I  did  not  hear  a  word  oS,  a  match  between 
you  and  Mr.  Pope.  Tou  onee  told  me  Aat  no  such  Mng 
eould  ever  happenP    And  apparently  it  never  did. 

On  Sunday,  the  6th  of  May,  Pope  appears  to  have  been 
delirious,  and  four  days  afterwards  he  said  to  Spence  (in 
what  we  may  call  the  old  vein\  ^*  One  of  the  things  that  I 
have  always  most  wondered  at  is,  that  there  ehoM  he  wnif 
suoh  ihiny  ae  human  vanify.  If  I  had  any,  I  had  enough  to 
mortify  it  a  few  days  ago,  for  I  lost  my  mind  for  a  whole 
day^' 

He  afterwards  complained  of  that  odd  phenomenon^  as  he 
called  it,  of  seeing  everything  in  the  room  as  through  a  cur* 
tain,  and  of  seeing  false  colours  on  objects.  '^  He  said  to 
me,"  continues  Spence,  "  *  What's  tlmt  P'  pointing  into  the 
air  with  a  very  steady  regard,  and  then  loosed  down  on  me 
and  said  with  a  smile  of  great  pleasure,  and  with  the  greatest 
softness,  *  'Twas  a  vision.' "  JLyttelton  visited  him  on  the 
l|5th,  and  as  the  doctor  had  previously  been  congratulating 
his  patient  on  some  improvement  in  his  case.  Pope  observea 
to  his  finend,  '*  Here  am  I  dving  of  a  hundred  good  symptoms." 
He  suffered  most,  he  said,  &)m  finding  tmit  he  could  not 
think.  Bolingbroke  wept  over  his  dying  fiiend,  exclaiming 
several  times,  interrupted  by  sobs,  ^^  O  great  Ot)d,  what  is 
man  1"  Spence  says  that  when  he  was  telling  lus  lordship 
that  Pope,  on  every  recoveiv  of  his  mind,  was  always  saying 
somethmg  kindly  either  of  his  present  or  his  absent  friends, 
as  if  his  humanity  outlasted  his  understanding,  Bolingbroke 
replied,  ''It  has  so !  I  never  in  my  life  knew  a  man  that  had 
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ao  iendar  a  heexb  for  liis  particular  friends,  or  a  more  general 
friendship  for  mankind.  I  have  known  him  these  thirty 
years,  and  yalae  myself  more  for  that  man's  love  than— — ^' 
Ainking  Ids  head  and  losinff  himself  in.  tears.  A  short  time 
before  his  death,  Pope  said,  ''I  am  so  certain  of  ike  soul's 
being  immortal,  that  I  seem  to  feel  it' within  me  as  it  were 
by  intuition ;"  and  Buffhead  mentions  that  one  morning,  at 
the  early  hour  of  four  o'Gloek,he  rose  from  his  bed  and  went 
into  his  library,  where  he  was  discoyered  by  a  &iend  fWar- 
burton)  yery  busily  writing.  He  was  perauaded  to  aesist, 
and  the  paper  on  which  he  had  been  engaged  was  found  to 
be  an  Eraay  on  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  according  to  a 
theoiy  of  his  own,  in  which  he  spoke  of  those  material  tilings 
which  tend  to  strengthen  and  support  the  soul's  immortality, 
and  of  those  which  weaken  ana  destroy  it.^  Bolmffbroke 
was  of  a  different  stamp — all  his  yiews  were  material;  and 
when  Cheselden,  the  surgeon,  remarked, ''  There  is  no  hope 
for  him  (Pope)  here ;  our  only  hope  for  him  must  be—'* 
Bolingbroke  broke  in  with  "  Pshaw ! — we  can  only  reason 
from  what  is ;  we  can  reason  on  actualities,  but  not  on  pos- 
fiibilities«"  He  was  a  stranger  to  the  '*  stiU  small  yoice  " 
which  had  at  length  reached  the  djins  ear  of  Pope. 

On  the  27th  the  poet  quoted  two  oi  his  own  yerses  on  his 
whde  life  haying  been  divided  between  carelessness  and 
care ;  the  passage  occurrin^^  in  his  Imitation  of  Horace,  ad- 
dressed to  Colonel  GottereU:: 

"  I,  wbo  at  some  times  fpend,  at  oChen  spare, 
Divided  between  caielesBnees  and  care. 
Tie  one  thiog  madly  to  disperse  my  store; 
Another,  not  to  heed  to  treasure  more.** 

The  same  day  he  requested  to  be  bro^ht  to  the  table 
where  his  friends  were  sitting  at  dinner.  His  dying  appear- 
ance was  remarked  by  all  present,  and  Miss  Ann  Arbuthnot 

^  It  qypeanfromSpenoe  that  in  tfaJe  jEirtay,  6t  rather  memorandmn,  Pope 
aaid  someUiing  abont  generous  wines  helping  the  immortality  of  the  sonl ; 
whereas  spirituons  liquors  served  only  to  mortalise  it  This  extraordinary 
idea  must  be  ascribed  to  temporary  delirinm — ih»  wandering  of  the  mind; 
bnt  it  probably  glances  at  the  poet's  habit  of  dram-drinking,  which  seems 
to  have  grown  npon  him,  and  the  ill  efibcts  of  which  he  mnst  have  been  con- 
scions  o£ 
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(with  a  toudi  of  ber  fiitiier^B  spmi) 'exclaimed,  ^Lord  hsfe 
merar  upon  nil  thia  ia  quite  aa  Sjgjptian  feaatT*  Next 
da]r  rope  iat  in  his  garden  in  a  sedan-chair  for  three  honis. 
Thi8  waa  hia  last  sarrejr  of  a  scene  in  which  he  had  taken  so 
mndi  interest  and  delight— a  scene  then  in  the  flash  of  Mmj 
beantjr,  and  consecrated  by  poetry,  taste,  and  inendabiD^ 

The  dm  preceding  hia  aeath  he  took  an  airing  in  Bushy 
Park.  Hooke,  the  Boman  historian,  a  aealoos  Catholic, 
though  attadied  to  the  mysticism  and  Quietism  of  7enelon, 
now  aroroached  the  poet,  askiiu;  him  whether  he  would  not 
die  aa  ms  &ther  and  mother  had  done,  and  whether  he  should 
not  send  for  a  priest  P  Pope  said, '' I  do  not  suppose  that  is 
essential,  but  it  will  look  right ;  audi  heartily  uumk  you  for 
putting  me  in  mind  of  it."  The  priest  who  dischamd  the 
last  office  came  out  from  the  dymg  man,  as  Hooke  said, 
penetrated  to  the  last  degree  with  the  state  of  mind  in  which 
he  found  his  penitent,  resigued,  and  wrapt  up  in  the  Ioto  of 
Gh>d  and  man.^^  Warton  adds,  that  sucn  was  the  ferrour  of 
the  poet's  derotion,  that  he  exerted  all  his  strength  to  throw 
himself  out  of  bed  that  he  mi£;^ht  receive  the  lai%  sacrament 
kneeUng  on  the  floor.  Becollection  of  the  death«bed  of  his 
parents,  as  well  as  visions  of  immortalitfr,  had  at  that  mo- 
xnenf  fired  the  glasine  eye"  of  Pope,  and  inspired  him  with 
pious  and  penitential  fervour.  He  said  afterwards,  ''there 
IS  nothinfl;  that  is  meritorious  but  virtue  and  friendship,  and, 
indeed,  mendship  itself  is  but  a  part  of  virtue."  Hooke 
whispered  this  to  Bolingbroke  at  table,  and  the  peer  an- 
swered, **  Why,  to  be  sure,  that  is  the  whole  duty  of  man." 

^  Dogald  Stewirt  meatUms  among  tli«  trivial  jet  InftflraBtfaig  inddMiti 
whidi  marirad  the  last  weeks  of  Bobertson  the  historian's  Bft,  his  dailyvisits 
to  the  fruit-trees  in  his  garden,  whidi  were  then  in  blossom,  and  the  smile 
with  iridflh  he  contrasted  the  interest  he  took  fai  their  progress  with  the 
erent  which  was  to  happen  before  their  matnri^. 

>«  Warton  relates  that  the  priest  had  soaroely  departed  from  Pope's  house, 
when  Bolingbroke^  ooming  oyer  from  Battersea,  flew  into  a  great  fit  of 
passion  and  indignation  on  the  occasion  of  bis  being  called  in.  Lord 
Chesterfield's  comment  on  the  incident  Is  of  a  similar  complezioo.  ''He 
(Pope)  was  a  Deist,  beUeying  in  a  Aitare  state.  This  he  lias  often  owned 
himBeu  to  met  but  when  he  died  he  sacrificed  a  cock  to  Sscolapins,  and 
suffered  the  priests  who  got  about  him  to  perform  all  their  absord  ceremonies 
onhisbodj.*' 
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We  shall  Bee  how  Boon  and  how  Bignally  Bolingbroke  tcagob 
tiiiB  paiamonnt  dnty. 

Pope  died  on  the  eyening  of  Wednesday,  the  80th  of  May, 
1744,  so  easily  and  imperceptibly,  that  his  attendants  did  not 
know  the  exact  time  of  his  departure.  He  had  exactly  com- 
pleted  fifty-six  years  and  nine  days — a  term  of  life  not  shori^ 
as  Johnson  has  remarked,  when  we  remember  his  irr^[i]lar 
conformation,  and  his  ^gence  of  study  and  meditation* 
His  life  was  one  long  disease,  but  the  mind  triumphed  oyer 
eyery  material  obstruction.  In  his  will  the  poet  had  directed 
that  he  should  be  buried  near  the  monument  to  his  parents 
in  Twickenham  Church,  and  that  his  remains  should  oe  car- 
ried to  the  graye  by  six  of  the  poorest  men  of  theparish,  to 
each  of  whom  he  ordered  a  suit  of  mourning.  He  was  in- 
terred on  Tuesday,  the  5th  of  June,  and  a  stone  in  the  middle 
aisle  of  the  church,  inscribed  with  the  letter  F,  marks  the 
spot. 

Amonethe  numerous  yerses,  epitaphs,  and  criticisms  called 
forth  by  ropers  death,  were  some  lines  by  his  old  yictim  and 
anta^nist,  CoUej  Gibber.  To  ^uote  Ciober's  yerses  on  any 
occasion  is  to  show  his  weak  side,  but  the  reader  may  be 
interested  by  obserring  the  feeling  with  which  the  Laureate 
approached  a  subject  Draught  to  him  with  so  many  recollec- 
tions: 

"  Our  pious  poraiBe  on  tombttoneB  rmu  so  hi^^ 
Eeadien  m^^t  think  that  none  but  good  men  die. 
If  grares  bdd  onlj  snch,  Popoi  like  his  yene^ 
Had  stm  been  breathing  and  esci^Md  the  heaiae. 
Thoo^  fiD  to  an  men*s  fidlfaigs  bnt  his  own, 
Yet  to  assert  his  yengeaaoe  or  renown, 
Kone  ever  reached  sneh  heights  of  HeUoon ! 
ETsn  death  ahaU  let  his  dust  this  tmth  eqjojr, 
That  not  his  emnB  can  his  fiune  destroj." 

Walpole  extracts  some  better  lines  from  one  of  the  papers 
of  the  day :  the  greater  part,  he  said,  expressed  Pope  s  true 
character,  and  such  seems  to  haye  been  the  opinion  of  most 
of  his  contemporaries ; 

**  Here  Hes,  who  died,  as  most  fblks  die,  in  hope, 
Hie  moaldering,  more  ignoble  part  of  Pope ; 
The  bard  whose  sprightly  genius  dared  to  wage 
Poetic  war  with  an  immoral  age ; 
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llaaeevviy  Tloe  aaapiirata  fbOy  known 
In  friend  and  ibe— a  stranger  to  Us  own; 
Set  Tlrtoe  in  its  loveliest  fonn  to  view^ 
And  stOl  profBss'd  to  be  the  iketdi  he  drew. 
As  hnmonr  or  as  interest  serred  his  ycne 
Could  praise  or  flatter,  libel  or  aspene ; 
Unharming  innooenoe  with  gaUt  oonld  load, 
Or  lift  the  rebel  patriot  to  a  god ; 
Giro  the  oensorioos  critic  standing  laws— 
The  first  to  yiolate  them  with  ap^anse ; 
The  Jnst  tranaUtor  and  the  solid  wit, 
Like  i^m  the  passions  few  so  tmlj  hit: 
The  sooorge  of  dunces  whom  his  midioe  made— 
Th*  inmlons  plagne  of  the  defenceless  dead : 
To  real  knaves  and  real  fools  a  sore- 
Beloved  by  man  J  but  abhorr'd  by  more. 
If  here  his  merits  are  not  fall  cxpress'd, 
His  ne?er-dying  strains  shall  tdl  the  rest** 

There  was  one  conspicaoas  person  who  regarded  the  death 
of  Pope  with  a  peculiar  interest.  This  was  Sarah,  the  old 
Dochess  of  Marlborough.  Before  the  remains  of  Pope  were 
committed  to  the  grave,  Sarah  was  eager  in  her  in^uiiiee 
after  his  unpublished  papers.  She  was  then  in  her  eighty- 
fouith  JdftTy  and  in  a  few  more  months  she  was  destined  to 
follow  Pope  to  the  tomb ;  but  even  at  this  advanced  age  she 
retained  not  only  what  Walpole  terms  **  a  few  of  those  sallies 
of  wit  which  fourscore  years  of  arrogance  could  not  fall  to 
produce  in  so  £uitastic  an  understanding,**  but  all  her  rest- 
lessnessy  her  worldly  management,  and  active  curiosiiy  re- 
garding Uvisg  characters  and  passing  events.  Pope  had 
studied  her  closely,  had  been  frequently  in  her  company,and 
had  delineated  her  character  under  the  name  of  Atoasa  in 
thatfiunous  satire  which  now  forms  part  of  his  epistle  on  the 
Characters  of  Women.  The  satire  was  not  publuhed  during 
the  life  of  either  the  poet  or  the  Duchess,  but  it  was  no 
doubt  one  of  the  reserved  portraits  which,  in  a  note  to  the 
epistle,  he  said  related  to  ^  vice  too  high*'  to  be  exposed  in 
l£at  age.  Warburton  informed  Spence  that  Pope  read  his 
character  of  the  Duchess  to  herself  as  if  intended  for  the 
Duchess  of  Buckingham,  but  she  spoke  of  it  afterwards,  and 
said  she  knew  very  well  whom  he  meant.  Walpole  had 
heard  the  same  story.  The  poet,  he  says,  communicated 
his  character  of  Atossa  to  each  Duchess,  pretending  it  was 
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leyelled  at  the  other.  *^  The  Buckingham  believed  him :  the 
Marlborough  had  more  Benae,  and  knew  herself^  and  gave  him 
a  thouBand  pounds  to  suppress  it ;  and  yet  he  left  the  copy 
behind  !'*^  Warton  also  advanced  this  charge  a^^ainat  Pope 
on  the  authoritY  of  the  Duchess  of  Portland,  addmg  that  the 
poet  accepted  the  thousandpounds  to  suppress  the  satire  by 
the  persuasion  of  Martha  Blount.  Warton*s  statement  ap- 
peared first,  in  1797 ;  Walpole's,  though  written  in  1789,  was 
not  published  until  1798.  They  were  separate  and  indepen- 
dent testimonies.  Another  was  added  by  the  publication  of 
the  Marchmont  Papers  in  1881.  Immediately  on  the  death 
of  Pope,  the  Duchess  applied  to  one  of  his  executors.  Lord 
Marchmont,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  poet 
had  left  behind  him  any  satire  on  the  Duke  or  herself. 
Marchmont  consulted  Bslingbroke,  to  whom  Pope  had  as- 
si^ed  the  care  and  disposal  of  all  his  manuscripts  and  un« 
printed  papers.    Bolingbroke  writes : 

"I  oonthme  in  the  resoluiion  I  mentioned  to  you  last  night  upon 
what  you  said  to  me  firom  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough.  It  would 
be  a  breach  of  that  confidence  which  Pope  reposed  in  me  to  give  any 
one  snoh  of  his  papers  as  I  think  no  one  should  see.  If  there  are  any 
that  may  be  ii^nnons  to  the  late  Doke  or  her  Grace,  even  indirectly 
and  coTortly,  as  I  hope  tiiere  are  not,  they  shall  be  destroyed,  and 
Tou  BbaH  be  a  witness  of  their  destruction.  Copies  of  any  such,  I 
hope  and  belieye,  there  are  none  abroad ;"  and  I  hopMS  the  Duchess 
win  belieye  I  scorn  to  keep  copies  when  I  destroy  originals." 

In  a  few  days  the  secret  transpired.  A  week  after  the 
date  of  the  previous  note,  Bolingbroke  again  wrote  to  March- 
mont': 

**  Our  friend  Pope,  it  seems,  corrected  and  prepared  for  the  press, 
jDst  before  his  death,  an  edition  of  the  four  epistles  that  follow  the 
Essay  on  Man.  They  were  then  printed  off  and  are  now  ready  for 
pubheation.  I  am  sony  for  it,  oecanae  if  he  could  be  excused  for 
writing  the  character  of  Atossa  formerly,  there  is  no  excuse  for  his 

^  Walpole's  Bemfaiisoenoes. 

^  "  The  Diike  of  MaiUwroogh's  character,  intended  fbr  the  fo^^ 
the  Easay  on  Han,  I  never  trwoscribed  bat  tor  one  great  perKmage.** — ITor- 
hmlon,  hi  Spmce,  p.  866.  Mr.  Cunningham  states  (Johnson's  Lives,  iil  78) 
fhat  this  aiqypreBsed  character  of  ICaiiborongh  exists,  and  is  in  Mr.  Croker's 
hands.  The  essenoe  of  it  is  no  doubt  given  in  the  hi^y-flnished  satire  en 
ib»  Doke  in  ihe  fourth  epistle  of  the  Eieay  on  Man. 
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ieoffk  of  paUishiD^  it  after  the  &TOfir  joa  and  I  know :  and  tbe 
ohanoterc^Atoesa  18  inserted.  I  hare  a  oop j  of  the  booL  War- 
i^_^_   !.-_  ^1. .-^  r ^_-i  -•  jj^  gjg  yg^  loiow.    Alter  it 

;  worth  while  to  anppress  the 
J  (as  thej  maj  from  sereral 
strokes  in  it^  that  it  was  not  intended  for  her  oharaoterP  and  should 
she  despise  itP  If  tou  oome  over  hither,  we  maj  talk  better  than 
write  on  the  subject.'' '' 

It  might  be  matter  of  question,  whether  the  fayour  here 
alluded  to  was  a  specifle  and  important  oblieation,  or  merely 
personal  eourtesy  and  hospitahty  extended  to  Pope  in  the 
btter  years  of  his  life.  But  at  the  bottom  of  the  original 
letter  Lord  Marchmont^a  executor,  Mr.  George  Bose  (the 
well-known  politician  and  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
Pitt's  Adnunistration),  wrote  in  pencil  ^  lOOOI.,"  and  this 
Bum  Mr.  Bose'a  son,  the  editor  of  the  Marchmont  paoers, 
aaya  **  Lord  Marchmont  stated  to  be  the  &Your  receiyea  by 
Pope  from  the  hands  of  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough."  Lord 
Marchmont  could  not  be  mistaken,  and  unless  an  unwar- 
ranted use  of  his  name  has  been  resorted  to,  the  trana- 
action  as  related  by  Walpole  and  Warton  is  substantially 
confinned.  The  gift  may  baye  been  unconditional,  for  nei- 
ther party  is  likelj  to  haye  stooped  to  a  baiffain:  Pope  may 
haye  considered  it  aa  applicable  only  to  the  satire  on  the 
Duke,  which  he  did  suppress ;  but  its  acceptance  implied 
forbearanoe,  if  not  amity  and  friendship  towards  the  house 
of  Marlborough,  and  Pope's  conduct,  judged  by  the  eyidence 
wejK)8ses8,  is  unjustifiable. 

xet  surely  such  an  act  is  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  poet's 
life,  if  not  of  his  moral  character.  It  was  his  boast  tmtt  he 
was  ^  unplaced,  unpensioned,  no  man's  heir  or  slaye."  He 
had  rejected  offers  of  Treasury  grants  from  Halifax  and 
Craggs ;  he  had  even,  as  Warburton  asserts,  declined  making 
use  of  a  subscription  for  1000/.  of  South  Sea  stock  whi<£ 
Oraggs  would  haye  pressed  upon  him.  To  his  noble  friend 
Bathurst  and  others,  he  was  a  lender,  not  a  borrower,  and 
his  annuities  secured  him  against  any  heavy  reyerse  of 
fortune. 

1'  Maxehmont  Pipen,  IL  884.  Bolingbioke's  notet  are  undated,  but 
niist  haye  been  written  before  the  18th  of  Jiaub,  when  he  had  left  Bngland 
and  was  In  Cdak. 
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It  was  onljlate  in  life  apparently  tliat  the  intimacy  sprang 
up  between  Po^  and  tiie  Duchess  of  Marlborough.  In 
1789  he  tells  Swift  tiiat  she  was  making  great  court  to  hun. 
She  was,  indeed,  flattering  and  fayouring  all  tiie  leaders  of 
the  Opposition,  and  in  1740  she  made  a  present  of  a  thou« 
Band  pounds  to  Lord  Marchmont  on  the  occasion  of  his 
fathei^s  death.  She  stood  in  terror  of  Pope,  and  in  1742  she 
begged  of  Marchmont  that  when  he  talked  of  her  to  tiie  poet 
he  would  endeavour  to  keep  him  her  friend.  She  would 
always  be  pleased,  she  said,  to  see  his  lordship  or  Mr.  Pope 
whenever  they  would  be  so  ^  bountiful"  as  to  give  her  any 
part  of  their  time.  But  Pope  evidently  looked  upon  her 
with  aversion.  In  July,  174S^onlyten  months  hetore  his 
death — ^he  wrote  to  Marchmont :  ''There  are  many  hours  I 
could  be  glad  to  talk  to,  or  rather  to  hear,  the  Duchess  of 

Marlborough I  could  listen  to  her  with  the  same 

veneration  and  belief  in  all  her  doctrines,  as  the  disciples  of  So- 
crates gave  to  the  words  of  their  master,  or  he  hiniself  to  his 
demon  (for,Ithink,  she  too  has  a  devil,  whom  in  civility  we  call 
a  genius).  /  wQl  judge  qf^  nothing  HU  Isee  her"  It  must 
have  be^  about  tms  time,  if  ever,  that  the  bribe  was  offered 
and  accepted.  The  poet  may  have  become  avaridous  for 
another,  if  not  for  himself,  lliere  are  indications  of  a  love 
of  money  in  his  publication  of  the  licentious  version  of 
Horace,  ''Sober  Advice,"  and  in  the  subscription  edition  of 
his  Letters.  The  former  was  injurious  to  his  fiune,  and  tiie 
latter  was  not  necessary  towards  it,  as  the  cheap  editions  of 
the  Letters  were  in  every  one's  hands.  But  Pope  was 
strongly  and  passionately  desirous  to  see  Martha  Blount 
settlM  in  easy  and  independent  circumstances  for  life.  Her 
mother  had  died  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  (March  81, 
1748),  and  he  had  agreed  to  purchase  for  her,  at  a  cost  of 
815  J.,  the  remainder  of  the  lease  of  a  house  in  Berkeley-row.^ 
He  had  some  time  before  engaeed  Fortescue  to  procure  an 
annuity  for  life  for  1000/.  in  behalf  of  a  lady  of  their  ac- 
quaintance, evidently  Miss  Blount.^  And  thus  we  may  con- 
s' See  letter  ttom  George  ArimUmot  to  Mi«  Dloiiiit  in  the  ^ipoidiz. 
M  Boecoe,  Ix.  4S0.  This  mutt  here  been  before  174S,  as  the  letter  oon- 
taine  an  aUndon  to  "  Sir  B.  W.,"  or  Walpole,  who  was  eteratedto  the  peer- 
age in  that  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


886  xnsoTPOis. 

oetve  that  the  poet,  blixided  by  a£foetion  and  impelled  by  wbat 
leemed  a  generous  and  nnsefibh  feeling,  julded  to  the  tenm- 
tation,  and  was  ultimately  induced,  as  Warton  reports,  ij 
ftmale  persuasion,  to  aooept  of  a  *'&your"  from  the  hao^ly 
Duchess  who  iroxM  ^^ladly  have  purchased  his  friendship  or 
his  silence  at  any  pnoe,  and  whose  weatth  was  known  to  be 
almost  boundless. 

Shortly  afterwards,  Bolingbroke's  attention  was  drawn  to 
what  he  considered  another  act  of  perfidy  on  the  part  of 
Pope.  Some  years  prcTious  to  the  poet*s  death  (most  pro- 
bably in  1788,  the  date  affixed  to  the  <"  Patriot  King"),  the 
noble  lord  had  conmiissioned  Us  friend  to  set  print^  for 
him  a  few  copies,  for  private  distribution,  of  some  nolitical 
treatises,  '*  Letters  on  the  Spirit  of  Patriotism,  on  tiie  Idea 
of  a  Patriot  King,  and  on  the  State  of  Parties."  The  letters 
were  addressed  to  Lord  Combury,  and  printed  copies  were 
also  ffiven  to  Wyndham,  Bathurst,  Maichmont^  Murra;^, 
Xyttdton,  and  Pope.  The  poet,  it  is  said,  had  shown  his 
eopy  to  Balph  Allen,  who  admired  it  so  much  that,  as  in  the 
ease  of  Pope's  Letters,  he  offered  to  defray  the  expense 
of  printing  an  edition  of  the  work.  It  is  certain  that  in- 
stead of  confining  himself  to  the  limited  number  of  copies 
for  duitribution  to  friends.  Pope  had  priyately  ordered  an 
impression  of  1600  copies,  which  were  kent  by  the  printer 
until  the  poet's  death,  after  which  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  in- 
formed of  the  transaction*  He  thus  writes  to  Marchmont 
on  the  subject: 

«  Battenet,  Oct  28nd,  1744 

''Mt  bbab LoKDi — Since  you  wiU  take  the  trouble  of  reoemng 
from  Mr.  Wright  [the  printer]  the  edition  of  that  P^iper,  which  our 
late  friend  caiued  so  treaoheroualy  to  be  made;  and  smoe  I  mean  to 
haye  it  only  to  destroy  it>  the  bringing  it  hither  would  be  useless.  Be 
so  ^ood,  therefore,  as  to  see  it  burned  at  your  house,  to  heln  to  dry 
which  is  the  best  use  it  can  be  put  to.  If  your  brdship  pleases  to 
speak  earnestly  to  Wri^t  of  the  neoessitY  that  no  eopy  oe  left,  and 
of  your  desire  and  mme,  that  he  woula  be  attentiye  to  disooyer 
whether  any  be  left,  and  to  give  notice  of  any  the  iBut  apprehension 
of  a  puhlioitfian  by  that  means,  yon  will  oblige  me  extreme^.'"* 

**  Marfshmont  Papew,  toL  SL  p.  888, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BOLnrassoxE's  chabgb  of  fbbtidy.  897 

Xhifl  injtinction  was  not  literally  complied  with,  for  March- 
mont  had  all  the  copies  carried  out  to  Battersea,  and  bmned 
on  the  terrace  there.  Next  year  there  appears  to  have  been 
some  talk  of  Warbnrton  nndertaking  aLife  of  the  poet,  and 
Bolingbroke  wrote  to  Mallet : 

"  Battenei,  Jidj  25, 1745. 

"They  say  that  War.  talks  very  indecently  of  your  hnmhle  servant, 
and  threatens  hiin  with  the  terrible  iMnf^  he  shall  throw  out  in  a 
Life  he  is  writing  of  onr  poor  deceased  frien^  Pope.  I  value  neither 
the  good  nor  the  ill-will  of  the  man:  hut  if  he  has  any  regard  for  the 
man  he  flattered  hmg,  and  thinks  himself  ohli^  to  flatter  dead,  he 
ought  to  let  a  certain  proceeding  die  away  in  suenoe  as  I  endeavour 
it  should."" 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Bolingbroke  did  not  abide  b j 
this  resolution,  rope  had  committed  a  breach  of  trust,  but 
tiie  public  were  ignorant  of  it,  and  no  advantage  was  to  be 
gained  by  the  exposure.  The  probable  motives  te  the  act 
were  also  to  be  considered.  But  Bolingbroke  was  not  with- 
out an  author's  vaniiy  and  irritabiliiy,  and  in  1749  he  con- 
trived to  gratify  these,  and  at  the  same  time  to  heap  odium 
on  the  memory  of  his  departed  friend.  He  delivered  to 
Mallet  a  corrected  copy  of  the  suppressed  work,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  published,  and  prefixed  to  it  was  an  adver- 
tisement written  m  a  mean,  offensive,  and  malignant  spirit 
as  regarda  the  deceased  poet.  In  this  advertisement,  we  are 
told  that  *'the  original  mraughts  were  entrusted  to  a  man  on 
whom  the  author  thought  he  mi^ht  entirely  depend,  after  he 
had  exacted  from  Um,  and  tdcen  ms  promise,  that  they  should 
never  go  into  any  hands  except  those  of  five  or  six  persons, 
who  were  then  named  to  him/'  Again :  *'  But  thU  man  was 
no  sooner  dead,  than  he  (Lord  B.)  received  information  that 
an  entire  edition  of  1500  copies  of  these  papers  had  been 
printed;  that  ^is  very  man  had  corrected  the  press,  and 
that  he  had  left  them  in  the  hands  of  theprinter,  to  be  kept 
with  fireat  secrecy  till  further  order.  Tue  honest  printer 
kept  his  word  with  him  better  than  he  kept  his  with  his 
friend,  so  th^  the  whole  edition  came  at  kst  into  the  hands 
of  the  author,  except  some  few  copies  which  this  person  had 

*^  BoHngbroke  less,  in  British  HoieoiiL. 
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taken  out  of  tbe  heap  and  canned  awaj."  The  biming  of 
the  impreaaion  ia  then  related,  and  the  writer  adda,  what  no 
doubt  waa  theereat  aggnmition  of  the  oaae  m  Bdingbrbke'a 
eatimation^  '^l^  mam  who  had  been  gidlt^  of  thia  breadi 
of  tma^  had  taken  iqpon  him  fintiier  to  diride  tiie  aalijeet^ 
and  to  alter  and  omit  paaaaffea  according  to  tiie  aoggeationa 
of  hia  own  fiuu^."  It  would  have  been  quite  impoMible  for 
Pope  to  have  had  an;^  manuacript  in  hia  poaaeaaion  without 
retouching  or  correctmg  it:  to  thia  he  waa  driven,  aa  it  were, 
hj  a  kw  of  hia  nature;  but  the  manner  in  which  the  trana- 
action  ia  thua  deacribed  fiye  yeara  after  ita  oecunence^  when 
any  immediate  reeentoent  canaed  bj  Pope*B  conduct  must 
haTO  been  knag  extihct,  ahowa  how  hollow  and  inafaicece  was 
the  firiendahip  of  Bolixigbroke.  Hia  name  did  not  appear  aa 
editor  of  thia  volume.  Mallet  ia  beUered  to  ha?e  aaaumed 
the  character,  and  he  ia  aaid  to  have  receired  1501.  from  the 
bookaeUer  for  the  copyright  of  tiie  woik.  Thia  waa  moti?^ 
enouffh  for  lubq^  ^though  he  waa  not  poor)  to  aaperae  an j 
friend,  or  undertake  any  despicable  ofBce.  He  waa  aa  read^ 
to  inault  the  memory  of  Pope^  m  he  had  been  to  fiiwn  upon 
lum  and  flatter  him  when  liring.  But  what  defisnoe  can  be 
urged  for  BoHngbrokeP  Horace  Walpoleaaya  that  the  peer 
nye  the  work  to  Mallet  to  biqr  himaelf  out  of  the  abuae  in  the 
Duke  of  Mariborough'a  Life,or  to  binrhimaelf  into  the  auper- 
riaalofit  Mallet  waa  belieViMl  to  be  then  engaged  on  a  Ia&  of 
Mvlboroue^  haying  reoeiyed  by  theDucheaa'a  will  the  aum 
of  1000I.&rundertokingauchawqric;  but  it  ia  well  known 
he  did  nothing  but  accept  the  money,  and  display  in  the  affidr 
ft  refinement  of  knayery  characteristic  of  his  whole  life.  Byen 
Walpole's  statement,  u  we  aaaume  it  to  be  coned^  will  not 
excuse  tiie  Rroady  indecent  manner  in  which,  under  the 
anonjinous  diBgaiae  of  an  editor,  BoUngbroke  traduced  the 
poet  in  thia  adyertiaement.  The  reyulsion  of  feding  must 
DO  attributed  to  some  other  cauae,  and  not,  we  auspect,  to  a 
pecuniary  cause,  for  ayarice  waa  not  one  of  Bcdingbroke's 
yicea.  The  most  probable  aupposition  ia,  tiiat^  in  addition 
to  mortified  yanity,  ariaing  from  Pope'a  unauthonaed  conec- 
tiona  and  alterationa,  he  waa  indignant  at  the  poet  hayinff 
beq[ueathed  to  Warburton  the  copyright  of  all  nia  printed 
worka,  which  not  only  withdrew  them  from  hia  own  control, 
butensured  their  being  in  future  accompanied  witii  commen- 
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iaries  direeU j  oppoaed  to  the  spirit  of  his  philoBophj.  War- 
burton  he  hated  aa  a  priest  and  despised  as  a  critic,  ^et  Pape, 
long  his  disdple,  haa  preferred  Warburton  to  Bohngbroke! 
The  priest,  too,  was  unaerstood  to  be  preparing  a  life  and  justi- 
fication of  the  poet,  in  which  he,  BoCngbroke,  would  be  cast 
down  from  the  hiffh  and  glittering  eminence  to  which  Pope  had 
elevated  him.  Thus  the  **  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend,"  was 
transformed  into  the  coarse  and  cowardly  assailant,  shooting 
his  arrows  from  behind  a  mask,  to  destroy  the  reputation  of 
the  poelL  who  had  through  every  vicissitude  of  fortune  and 
opinion  been  fondly  attached  to  him,  who  had  embalmed  his 
name  in  never-dymg  verse,  and  regarded  his  person  and 
talents  witti  a  veneration  approaching  to  idolatry. 

The  publication  of  this  work  called  forth  a  reply  from 
Warburton,  '*A  Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Letters  on 
^e  Spirit  of  Patriotism,  Ac.**  This  is  an  able  and  spirited 
vindication^  and  places  Po^'s  conduct  on  its  true  basis, 
**  an  excessive  and  superstitious  seal  for  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
dory."  It  coidd  not  proceed  from  avarice,  for  the  infirm 
UMlth  of  Pope  rendered  it  in  the  highest  degree  improbable 
that  he  would  outlive  his  friend;  it  could  not  be  a  bve  of 
&me,  for  what  reputation  could  be  gained  by  printing  the 
work  of  another?  As  little  could  Pope  have  dreamt  th^  his 
conduct  would  be  construed  as  treacherous,  for  he  must  have 
known  thi^  the  impression  would  come  into  Bolingbroke's 
hands,  the  printer  naving  beoi  made  acquainted  with  the 
name  of  the  author.  **  His  last  illness  was  long  and  tedious," 
says  Warburton,  ^  and  was  known  by  him,  as  well  as  by  his 
nhysioians,  to  be  fatal :  he  might  therefore  have  burned  these 
fifibeen  hundred  copies  with  a  secrecy  e^ual  to  the  ostentation 
with  which  they  were  all  destroyed  in  one  common  fire." 
No  doubt  Pope  expected  to  be  able  to  overcome  the  false 
modesty  of  his  frien<^  and  obtain  his  concurrence  to  the  pub- 
lication; but  even  if  he  did  not  succeed  in  this,  here  was  the 
invaluable  treatise  secured  for  the  honour  and  justification 
of  his  noble  friend,  "  treasured  up  for  a  life  beyond  life,"  for 
the  benefit  o!  muudnd!  It  matters  not  that  the  work  did 
not  contain  one  sentence  that  the  world  could  be  tiie  better 
for :  Pope  and  Balph  Allen  thought  otherwise." 


«  HmotWalpokitlioii^  noloroofPope,  took  the  sains  view  of  ths 
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Bolisebroke  felt  called  upon  to  answer  Warbnrton's  effee- 
tire  rep^.  He  immediately  pobliahed,  in  the  diagaiae  of  a 
tUrd  peraon,  a  aoorriloua  pamphlet  whidi  bore  a  happy  tide 
that  long  amused  the  publiCy^A  Familiar  Ebistle  to  the 
Most  Impudent  Man  Living."  There  waa  little  or  no  at- 
tempt at  aignment  in  this  abuaxye  production,  and  nothing 
that  relievea  Bolingbroke  firom  the  odixmi  of  bein|;  tiie  tnb- 
ducer  of  Pope.  Mallet  was  supposed  to  be  the  writer  of  i^ 
and  he  was  answered  with  equal  asperitr,  in^^  A  Letter  to 
the  Lord  Viscount  B  ke,  occasioned  i^  his  treatment  of 
a  deceased  IViend."  This  letter  was  popularly  ascribed  to 
Warburton,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  proceeded  from  his 
pen.^  ''An  Apology  for  the  late  Mr.  Pope,"  "^  The  Lnpostor 

cate.  "  Ab  to  Us  prlnthig  to  mtaaj  oo^ei,  It  caiaMj  was  a  oompBrnent, 
•ad  tha  more  pnAt  (which,  howcrer,  ooold  not  he  imnMnse)  he  expected  to 
make*  the  greater  Ofnnioii  he  nrast  hare  oeneeired  of  the  mcfit  of  the  wodc 
If  one  had  a  mind  to  defbnd  Pope,  ahonld  not  one  aak,  tf  anybod j  ever 
blamed  Virgil's  ezeentors  tot  not  boming  the  iBneld,  as  he  ordered  them?" 
—Wa^oU  to  Sir  H.  Mmm,  Maj  17,  1749.  Martha  BUmnt  told  Spenoe 
that  she  had  heard  Pope  speak  of  the  wod^  and  ooold  take  her  oath  that 
the  printing  was  done  oat  of  his  ezoessiye  esteem  fbr  Bolingbroke  and  his 
abilities. 

<*  The  writer  says  Mallet  believed  that  Warbnrton  was  engaged  on  alJfo 
of  Pope,  and  as  they  were  together  in  company  one  day,  Mallet  related  an 
anecdote  iUnstrathre  of  his  own  absordyani^.  **  I  was  sitting  one  day  with 
Mr.  Pope  in  his  last  illness,  who,  coming  soddenfy  ont  of  a  reverie  and 
fixing  his  eyes  steadfutly  upon  me:  Mr.  M.  (said  he),  I  have  had  an  odd 
kind  of  vision.  Methooght  I  saw  my  own  head  open  and  i^poDo  come  out  of 
it;  I  then  saw  yonr  head  open  and  Apollo  went  into  it;  after  wliich  onr 
heads  closed  np  again.**  Warbnrton  replied:  ^  Why,  sir,  if  I  had  an  inten- 
tkm  of  writing  fom*  life,  this  might  pertuqis  be  a  proper  anecdote;  bat  I 
don't  see  that  in  Mr.  Pope's  it  will  be  of  «ay  cooseqnence  at  alL"  Among 
the  Bolingbroke  MSS.  in  the  British  Moseam  is  a  p^er  in  BoUngbrdke^ 
handwriting,  and  alsoacopy  in  that  of  Mallet,  referring  to  this  Apollo  vision. 
The  first  part  we  conceive  to  be  a  copy  of  a  letter  addreMed  to  some  one 
by  Warborton : 

"  With  regard  to  Mr.  MaUef  s  declaration,  there  is  ooTy  one  way  to  con- 
vince me  he  is  not  the  aathor  of  that  infiunoas  libd  [A  Fsmiliar  Letter'to 
the  Most  Impudent  Bfan  living?],  iHiich  is  by  tsUng  an  opportnni^  of  dis- 
owning it  poblidy.  I  think  my  honoor  is  concerned  that  it  be  pnbliolj 
known  I  had  no  hand  in  the  letter  to  Lord  B.  [A  Letter  to  the  Lord 

Ylsconnt  B ^ke]  merely  on  accoont  of  the  ApoOo  stoiy,  and  I  shall  do  it 

on  the  tint  occasion.  If  Mr.  M.  does  not  do  the  same  with  regard  to  this 
libel,  I  shall  consider  him  as  the  aathor  of  it,  and  act  hi  oonsegnenoe  of  that 
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detected  and  convicted/*  and  otber  pampUete  and  news* 
paper  attecki,  oontiniied  for  some  time  this  acrimonious  dis- 

ODBBlOn. 

Bolingfaroke  affected  a  loAf  disdain  of  these  controyersial 
missiles^  htnled  at  him  so  nnsparinglj.  ^  They  are  of  the 
lowest  form,"  he  wrote  to  Marchmont, ''  and  ther  seem  to 
he  hdd  in  the  oontonpt  ithev  deserra  Theie  I  ahall  leave 
liiem,  nor  sufier  a  nest  of  hcMrnets  to  disturb  the  quiet  of 
my  letreat.  If  these  letters  of  mine  come  to  your  hands, 
your  lordsfam  will  find  that  I  haye  left  out  all  that  was  said 
to  oar  firiend  Lyttelton  in  one  of  them.  He  desired  that  it 
might  be  so;  and  I  had  at  once  the  doable  mortification  of 
conoeaKng  the  good  I  had  said  of  one  friend,  and  of  reveal- 
ing tiie  turpitude  of  another."  But  though  attacked  by 
Waig,  Tory,  Trimmer,  and  Jacobite,  he  consoled  himself 
with  the  aiUance  oi  Truth.  ''  If  I  have  Truth,  tiiat  is 
stnmger  than  them  all,  on  my  side,  and  in  her  company,  and 
avowed  by  her,  I  have  mote  satisfaction  tiian  iheir  applause 
and  tiieir  &your  could  give  me  I"  Such  siq^ort  and  satis- 
£EU!tion  required  no  ungenerous  aspersions  or  virulence  to 
vindicate  tneir  superiority.    But  BoHngbsoke's  truth  never 

beliet    Sir,  I  doSre  yoa  iroold  let  Mc  Millar  know,  and  If  he  choosea  let 
faim  have  a  tranaoript  of  what  I  here  aay.** 

Then  fbllowB  this  postscript : 

"  K3.  I  never  took  the  slightest  notice  of  this  impudent,  sillj  threatening 
from  Warbnrton.  The  writer  I  had  no  reason  to  he  afraid  of— the  man  I 
abhotred.  A  heid  filled w^  paradoxes,  nnproved  and vnproFable;  aheait 
overflowing  with  viralenoe  and  the  most  danderoos  malice.** 

Then  another  poetaeript : 

"  N.B.  I  never  wrote  a  pamphlet,  nor  a  sentence  in  anj  pamphlet,  con- 
cerning fids  wrong-headed  and  dogmatical  pedant** 

To  the  copyin  Hallet*s  hand,  hia  rignatore  Is  aflbrad.  Bolingbroke  had 
probablj  written  the  denial  for  hia  Mend ;  and  Mallet  could  honestly  adopt 
it,  fior  the  **  Familiar  Letter**  impnted  to  him  waa  written  bj  Bolingbroke: 
Mr.  Cooke,  the  biographer  of  the  latter,  says  (Memoirs,  toL  iL  p.  S18)  that 
he  haa  the  Ma  in  Bollng^ke*s  handwriting.  Mallet's  widow  presented  the 
BoUngbroke  papers  to  the  British  Mnseom.  Among  them  is  the  origfaial 
nuuraacript  of  the  Advertisement  prefixed  to  the  "Patriot  Khig**  so  abusive 
of  Pope.  It  is,  like  the  other  MSS.,  pr^ared  for  the  press  in  the  hand- 
writing of  an  amanuensis,  but  corrected  by  BoUngbroke.  MaUet  was  merely 
liie  passivs  instmrnait  engaged  in  eeefaig  the  works  published. 
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gftfe  staah3%  to  hii  eondnet^  nor  Tirtiie  to  his  principleB ; 
nor  did  it  ooo&r  bappineflB.  Hk  old  a^  mm  m  ■oene  of 
ttMalf  imdigniflfld  qnamloiiineaB  and  discontent.  It  was 
poIoDged  m  only  m  abort  peiiod  after  tiiia  laat  public 
nwmilirtion,  aa  be  died  on  tbe  ISib  of  Korember,.  1761,  in 
the  serenfy-foorQi  jear  of  bia  age. 

The  oftber  noble  and  conapicoons  friends  of  Pope  bafe  fbond 
pbMm  in  biatory.    Mnzraj  and  Ljrttelton  roae  to  deaerved 

eminence.    Obeatarfield  became 

tbe  beat  IHceroj  and  tbe  wiaeat 

counsellor  Ireland  bad  erer  aeen. 
Marchmont  and  Batbnrat  en- 
joyed each  a  loii£  li&  of  respect. 
The  lattermuteda  sort  of  Erench 
ihneitj  to  Bo^^b  principlea^ 
and  mmgledfreeljin  sodetj  till 
put  ninety,  living  to  walk  under 
the  shade  of  lo^  tieea  whicb 
Pope  and  be  had  nlanted,  and 
to  see  bis  son  Lora  Chancellor 
of  Eng^d.  Warburton  waa 
made  a  bishop.  The  fidthful 
Josepb  Spenoe  obtained  a  pre- 
LCAD  LTTZBLxov.  bcnd^s  stoll  in  Durham  Cathe- 

dral, besides  a  rectory  in  Buck- 
inghamabire ;  and  be  received  from  Lord  Lmcom  a  bouse 
and  grounds  in  Surrey*  where  be  tried  to  rival  Pope  aa  a 
landacape  gardener.  The  sood  Balpb  Allen  took  Pope's  old 
gardener,  John  Searle,  into  bis  service,  and  doubled  tbe 
poet'a  legacy  of  a  hundred  pounds.  But  Allen  did  more: 
be  lived  to  be  the  munificent  patron  of  Fielding,  and  the 

C'ector  of  his  orphan  children.  There  are  two  other  mem- 
of  tiie  Pbpe  circle  whom  tbe  reader  mav  wish  to  fdlow 
to  tbe  end,  3%resa  and  Martha  Blount.  Martha  removed 
from  Welbeck-street  to  Berkeley-street,  and  occupied  till  her 
deatb  the  bouse  whicb  Pope  mid  taken  on  lease— **  tbe  last 
bouse  on  the  end  next  Berlceley-B^iiiu^*' — ^which  apparency 
still  remsins.  Her  intimacy  with  the  surviving;  mends  of 
tbe  poet  continued  undimmisbed.  Teresa  died  on  the 
7th  of  October,  1759,  and  was  buried  on  the  11th,  in  St. 
Pancras  churchyard^  long  a  &vourite  burying-ground  with 
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Boman  Oatholios ;  she  was  tiien  in  her  aevenW-fint  year. 
Harfcha  aomyed  till  the  12th  of  July,  1768,  when  ahe  waa 
Beranty-three  jeara  of  age.  Bj  her  will,  ahe  conatitated  her 
^  dear  nephew/'  ICohael  Bloimti  of  l^lednrham,  her  exe- 
cutor ;  and  a  Oatholic  dervyman  in  W  oroeater  (the  Be?. 
Thomaa  Flullipa,  author  of  vae  Life  of  Cardinal  FoleX  in  a 
letter  al  condolenoe  addreaaed  to  Mr.  Blonntonthe  demi  of 
Ida  airnt,  apeaka  warmly  in  praiae  of  Martha.  **I  may  truly 
Bay/'  he  ohaerree,  ^the  death  of  few  peraona  would  have 
hem  ao  aenaible  to  me  aa  that  of  Mra.  Blount.  I  had  known 
her  intimately  for  ten  yeara,  and  fonnd  I  hadreaaon  toyalne 
her  in  proportion  aa  I  waa  aoqoainted  with  her.  Her  con« 
▼eraation  waa  not  entertaining  only,  hut  improying  in  a  yer^ 
uncommon  degree.  It  ia  hani  to  aay  if  ahe  waa  more  esti- 
mable for  good  aenae  and  uniyeraaf  knowledge,  or  being 
exempt  from  all  affectation  and  deaire  of  appearing  to  have 
any  other  merit  than  what  generally  Ma  to  women  of  her 
rank."^  Martha,  it  iaeyident^  died  a  good  Catholic,  at  peace 
with  the  Churdi  and  her  own  fionily,  and  we  may  idlow  her, 
unreproached,  '^deep  out  the  Sabbath  of  tiie  tomb." 

On  tiie  eaat  yrall  of  Twickenham  Churdi,  oyer  the  galleiy. 
Pope  had  placed  the  monument  to  hia  parenta,  which  he  haa 
deacribed  in  a  note  on  the  Epiatle  to  Arbuthnot.  On  the 
north  waD,  aeyenteen  yean  after  the  poet'a  death,  when  he 
could  write  himadf  biahop,  Warburton  erected  a  monument 
to  Fope^  with  a  medallion  portrait^  and  the  following  inacr^ 
tion: 


M  VqOeaiiiliam  MSS.  Ms.  SwfadmnMb  tlie  tnydlfli^  iHio  t^tpmOy 
Tisitod  hif  relitioD,  Bftrtha  Bkmnt,  dMcribed  hartoWartonai  <<a  UtUa, 
netti  fidr,  pfim  old  woniaii»  euj  and  gaj  hi  hv  mamMr  and  conferiaUon, 
hnt  Beeodng  not  to  poMOi  any  eztiaoidiiiaiy  taleots."  Hmoe  WtiptA$, 
sborthr  after  Pope*b  death,  ww  BCartha,  and  by  a  ftw  tonoliM  of  hii  gn^ilo 
pen  pHaoee  te  dietfaietly  beftxre  vs.  **  I  waa  atandiiig  at  mj  window,  he 
ai^rs,  **  after  dfainer,  in  iammer,  in  Ariington-etreet,  imd  law  Pat^  Bloont 
with  nothing  iwnaiiiing  of  her  immortal  dianna  but  ber  Moe  eyea,  tmdgiiig 
on  Ibot,  wiUL  her  pe^ooata  pinned  up,  fbr  it  rained,  to  visit  *b1ame1eaa 
BetheD,' who  was  side  at  the  end  of  the  street**  Kr.  BetbeO,  I7  his  will, 
left  Hartha  a  kga<7  of  501 
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For  1MB  wiD  W0iHa  not  00  tanici  m  v^MtaiMifer  XHiy* 

HflRMS  tiicl  UngB  your  distuios  kstp  1 
In  paAoe  lei  one  poor  poet  deep ; 
Who  never  flattered  folks  like  j%mr. 
Let  Honoe  lihidi  and  "^zga  too  1 

The  bad  taste  evinoed  in  parading  these  cardeBs  and  petulant 
linea  on  the  walla  of  a  churchy  near  the  poef  a  giare,  ia  too 
elaring  to  xequire  comment.  Any  anch  inaeription  waa  a 
oirect  nolation  of  theiriahea  and  feelinga  cf  rope  as  ex- 
preesed  in  Ida  ivSlL 
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And  now  the  etirtam  baa  drofq^  on  this  Utite  l]fi»-diain% 
with  its  range  of  familiar  incidenta  and  diaractera,  ita  plots 
ami  entangUnnentoy  its  ezita  and  ita  entranoea.  A  crowd  of 
^tica  and  biographera  auoceed,  eminent  meOy  from  Johnaon 
to  Bjnon,  who  did  homaee  at  the  ahrine  of  Pope,  and  the 
yaiiety  of  their  worahip  ahowa  that  it  was  neither  aerrile  nor 
insincere.  Johnaon,  mm  hia  intimacy  with  Bayage^  and 
having  paaaed  the  eailj  part  of  hia  literary  career  amcmg 
Fope'a  contemporariea,  waa  well  informed  aa  to  the  poef  a 
life  and  habiti^  and  indulgea  in  unwonted  minnteneaa  of 
detail  on  tiie  aabject.  He  almoat  anticipatea  Boawdl  in 
circnmstantial  narrative  and  dose  portrait  painting.  It  is 
obYiouSy  howeyer,  that  he  drew  Pope  only  aa  he  appeared  in 
his^  latter  years.  The  extreme  weakness  and  heiplesfflsess. 
which  regnired  perpetual  female  attendance,  and  rendered 
him  almost  unable  to  stand  upright  till  he  was  wrapped  in 
his  fur-doublet  and  encased  in  stays,  did  not  exist  wben  the 
poet  played  the  boon  companion  and  rode  on  horseback  with 
^3t9jy  JervBS,  and  Arbuthnot,  even  accomplishing  the  journey 
to  Oxford  in  one  day.  All  his  life,  Pope  appeara  to  have 
been  fond  of  locomotion,  and  waa  constantly  nying  from  one 
friend's  house  to  another.  So  kte  as  1735,  when  he  was  in 
his  fortyHBerenth  year,  Sponce  records  an  instance  of  his 
activity  and  humanity.  The  Pro£9ssor  of  Poetry  was  loll- 
ing in  a  coffee-house  in  Oxford,  half  asleep,  he  says,  when 
an  ostler-boy  came  to  him  with  a  scrap  of  paper,  not  half 
an  inch  broaa  (''paper-sparinfi;  Pope"),  containing  the  words, 
''Mr.  Pope  would  be  yenr  ghd  to  see  Mr.  Spence  at  the 
Gross  Inn  just  now."  Away  went  Spence  delighted  with 
the  summons,  and  found  the  poet  m  his  inn.  He  had 
been  at  Lord  Peterborough's,  and  proceeded  to  Oxford  in  a 
chariot  of  hia  lordship's  that  held  out  one  person.  When 
he  had  got  witiiin  three  miles  of  the  dt]r»  he  saw  a  party, 
consisting  a£  a  lady  and  two  gentlemen,  sitting  by  the  road- 
side. Theur  carriage  had  been  overturned,  and  waa  uselesa^ 
and  the  lady  had  an  arm  broken.  The  poet  alighted,  put  the 
poor  lady  into  the  chariot,  and  himself  walked  on  to  Oxford, 
three  mues,  on  a  dose,  sultry  day.  And  the  same  evening  he 
was  aUe  to  proceed  to  Colonel  Dormer'a,  at  BoushaoL  ^ 

The  poef  s  constitutional  infirmities  increased  consider* 
ably  aflier  he  had  passed  his  fortieth  year.    His  excursions 
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on  horaebaek  were  abandoned;  be  became  a  troublesome 
Tidtor,  calling  np  servants  at  all  hours,  but  recompensinff 
them  liberallj;  and  he  stimiilated himself  bj  hisfa-seasoned 
dishes  and  liqueurs.  Mr.  Berkeley  (afterwards  uie  husband 
of  Lady  Sum)lk)  describes  a  journey  made  tnr  a  partrjr  of 
which  Pope  was  one  in  the  summer  of  1734.  Writmg  from 
Shotoyer,  near  Oxford,  Berkeley  says,  **  We  performed  our 
journey  hither  with  great  ease,  only  Httle  Pope  was  y^ry  ill 
tiie  whole  day.  Pope  grew  better  at  supper,  and,  of  course, 
yery  irregular,  and  laughed  at  me  for  the  care  I  pretended 
to  take  of  hun."  The  pretence  had  been  too  obvious. 
Some  of  the  poet's  friends  treated  these  sicknesses  as 
imaffinary,  setting  them  down  to  what  Johnson  calls  ^the 
unmeasbg  and  unsocial  qualities  of  a  yaletudmary  man.'* 
Lady  Hervey— no  very  mendly  observer — remarks,  ^  He 
always  loved  applying  himself  to  all  the  quacks  he  could 
meet  with ;  ana  when  he  was  in  perfidct  h^th,  was  always 
iimcying  or  feigning  himself  ill,  often  changed  his  physician, 
and  fi^uently  would  have  three  or  four  at  a  time ;  but  they 
all  found  him  out,  and  the  moment  they  felt  his  nulse^  d^ 
dared  him  only  the  iiMJai^f0u^air0.''  Alas,  Laay  Fanny, 
blessed  with  health,  and  beauty,  and  domestic  happiness — 
the  world  all  sunshme  with  her  (and  she  deserved  it/— could 
ill  understand  the  solitary,  irritable,  studious  poet,  his  con- 
stant headaches  and  morbid  nervous  temperament!  He 
snatched  at  every  passing  enjoyment^  eager  for  relief,  and 
paid  a  heavy  pmalty  for  what  would  have  harmed  no  other 
persoiu  **  xou  do  well,"  said  Bathurst  to  Mrs.  Howard, 
*^  to  reprove  him  (Pope)  about  his  intemperance ;  for  he 
makes  nimself  sick  at  your  most  moderate  and  plain  table  in 
England.  Yesterday  I  had  a  little  piece  of  salmon  just 
caught  out  of  the  Severn,  and  a  fresh  pike  that  was  broi^t 
me  from  the  other  side  of  vour  house  out  of  the  Thames. 
He  ate  as  much  as  he  coula  of  both,  and  insisted  upon  hia 
moderation,  because  be  made  his  dinner  upm  one  dish." 
And,  no  doubt^  he  rewarded  Ins  moderation  irith  some  choice 
cordial  fix>m  one  of  the  long-stdked  glasses  that  were  handed 
round  at  Oakley  Bower. 

l£r.  Sogers  remembered  an  old  shopman  of  Cadell  the 
publisher  raating  the  following  incident,  illustrative  of  Pope's 
personal  appearance  in  his  latter  years.   **  One  morning. 
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BB  I  was  yifliting  a  friend  at  Twickenham^  and  walking  in 
one  of  the  lanes  there,  we  met  a  thin  little  man  in  a  suit 


VAO-BDOLB  OF.  THS  ONLT  rUU>UOrcriH  PQBXBAIT  OF  POPS. 

of  roBty  black  and  cocked  hat,  who  walked  with  difficulty. 
My  &iend*B  son,  a  boy,  who  was  with  ns,  ezd^ed,  *  Poor 
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manT  *Poor  manT  mteznqitedtheBeaQioiv^tliatisDopoar 
man ;  it  is  the  great  Vr.  Alexander  Pope.'  He  was  always 
at  Twickenham  called  Mr.  JJeaander  Pope,  probabhr  because 
tiiere  was  some  other  Mr.  Pope  in  the  Yillaffe.**  Like  Diy- 
den.  Pope  took  snuff;  but  we  are  not  told  that  he  was  so 
particular  about  this  luxury  as  the  dder  bard,  who  prepared 
it  himself  after  some  pecmiar  fashion  of  his  own.  In  his 
epistle  to  Bolingbroke,  Pope  says, 

**  Ton  langfaf  lialf  beta,  half  doTSD^  if  I  stand, 
Mj  wig  aU  powder  aad  aU  snuff  mj  band.** 

But  when  he  went  abroad  or  receiyed  company  he  was  as 
particular  and  precise  in  his  dress  as  he  was  in  his  poetry. 
With  regard  to  his  small  person,  that  f«tile  topic  with  his 
enemies,  the  dunces  and  censors  (includiiig  eyen  Lady  Mary), 
we  need  only  ^uote  Pope's  own  description  of  it  in  his  ms- 
tory  of  the  Littie  Qud,  in  the  Guardian :  ''  Dick  Distich 
weliaye  elected  President,  not  only  as  he  is  the  shortest  of 
us  all,  but  because  he  has  entertained  so  just  a  sense  of  his 
stature  as  to  fi;o  generally  in  black,  that  ne  may  appear  yet 
less ;  nay,  to  that  perfection  is  he  aniyed  that  he  stoops  as 
he  walks.  The  figure  of  the  man  is  odd  enough ;  he  is  a 
liyely  littie  creature,  with  long  arms  and  1^ :  a  spider  is 
no  iU  emblem  of  him ;  he  has  been  taken  at  a  distance  for  a 
small  windmill"  He  was  protuberant  both  behind  and  be- 
fore, and  one  of  his  sides  was  contracted.  But  though  he 
could  bring  himself  occasionally  to  jest  on  his  little  mis- 
shapen figure.  Pope  was  exceedingly  sensitiye  regarding  the 
caricatures  by  his  enemies.  No  injury  was  held  more  atro- 
cious than 

«  ThelibelTd  penon  and  tha  pictared  shape." 

His  **  eflSgies  "  were  generally  in  the  form  of  a  monkey  in  a 
library,  holding  a  pen  in  his  hand,  and  leaning  on  a  pile  of 
books.  None  of  them,  howeyer,  defirauded  him  of  his  best 
feature,  the  quick,  piercing  eye.  The  portraits  of  £neller 
and  Jeryas  haye  maae  us  familiar  with  rope's  fine,  thought- 
ful countenance — ^thin  aad  pale — and  showing  a  eonooth,  ca- 
pacious forehead. 

The  poet's  household  was  managed  with  exemplary  care 
and  economy.    Prudence  has  been  pronounced  a  phansaical 
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Tktae  iMt  nroch  in  ficroor  with  poets ;  but  Pope  was  an  ex- 
ception to  Hie  cardess  irregomril^  of  the  toneM  tribe. 
His  income  was  about  8002.  par  annum,  arising  from  Ufe 
annuities,  chiefly  purchased  alter  the  Homer  subscription, 
from  three  or  four  thousand  pounds  left  him  by  his  &ther,  and 
frooi  tiie  sale  c^his  works.  He  is  said  to  lukye  given  awi^ 
10(M.  a  year  in  charity.  To  his  rdatires  he  was  generous. 
His  liberality  to  Sayage  has  been  already  mentioned,  and 
Johnson  states  that  to  assisted  Dodsley,  when  the  latter 
commenced  bookseller,  with  a  hundred  pounds.  He  loTed  to 
entertain  his  finends  at  Twickenham,  though,  if  we  may 
credit  Jofanson^s  information,  there  was  something  of  osten- 
tatious meanness  in  his  hosmtalzty — ''  as  when  he  had  two 
guests  in  his  house  he  would  set  at  supper  a  single  pint  of 
wine  upon  the  table,  and  having  taken  himself  two  small 
glasses,  would  retne  and  say,  *  uentiemen,  I  leave  you  to 
your  wine.* "  This  statement  receives  some  countenance 
ficom  an  expression  in  one  of  the  Duchess  of  Queensberry's 
letters  to  Swift:  ^The  Duke,"  she  says,  **in  very  much 
yoora^  and  mU  nsver  Uaoe  you  to  your  tome.**  Swift,  who 
indulged  liberaUy  in  the  use  of  wine,  had  probably  com- 
plained of  his  host  at  Twickoiham,  though  he  loved  him 
with  the  affection  of  a  brother. 

Notwithstanding  his  frequent  country  excursions  and  long 
•visits  to  his  friends,  Pope  preferred  reading  to  conversation. 
He  loved  to  be  alone,  Swift  said,  and  had  always  some  poeti- 
cal scheme  in  his  head.  This  may  have  been  peculiarly  the 
case  at  the  time  of  Swift's  residence  with  his  friend,  when 
we  know  he  was  engaged  with  the  Miscellanies  and  Dundad, 
but  Chesterfield,  who  had  been  with  him  a  week  at  a  time  at 
Twickenham,  and  thus  saw  his  mind  in  its  undress,  describes 
him  as  an  agreeable  and  instructive  companion.  In  general 
society,  however,  Chesterfield  admits  that  Pope  was  seldom 
easy  or  natural  *'  He  seemed  afraid  that  the  man  should 
decade  the  poet,  which  made  him  attempt  wit  and  humotff, 
ofl^n  unsuo^ssfollv,  and  too  often  unseascmably."  He  was 
never  seen  to  laugo,  even  when  he  had  set  the  table  in  a 
roar.  His  physical  weakness,  and  his  custom  of  early  rising, 
made  him  a  bad  after-dinner  companion.  ''He  nodded  in 
company,**  says  Johnson,  ''and  once  slumbered  at  his  own 
table,  while  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  talking  of  poetry."^ 
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TUb  dxowBmesB  was  aa  early  peooliarity,  ohamcteriatio  of 
him  in  aodety  before  he  was  iaaiij ;  bnt  Trederiok'B  dis- 
qoiaitioii  on  poetrjwaa  probably  aopcnific  enongh  to  set  any 
poet  adeep.  To  see  Pope  to  adfantage  he  must  haye  been 
seen  in  the  morning,  wanned  by  the  genial  rays  of  the  sun 
— -'^ the  load  oS  je^lteitiaj  left  behind" — after  reoei?ing  a 
letter  from  Marths  Blount,  or  while  oonyeraingwith  achosen 
few  f'^enry  mnst  own  I  liye  among  the  great")  in  his  own 
laurel  circus  and  winding  walks,  or  in  the  gardens  and 
pleasure-grounds  of  his  distinguished  friends. 

The  most  strUng  yirtues  of  Pope  as  a  man  were  his  de- 
Totedness  to  his  parents,  his  fondness  and  steadiness  as  a 
friend,  and  his  unceasb^  oultiTation  of  his  intellectnal  fi^ul- 
ties.  Li  these  his  life  is  at  once  endearing  and  instructiTe; 
md  society  ia  benefited  by  the  exampb  of  pre-eminent 
genius  and  the  highest  nopularify,  united  to  nomely,  do- 
mestic, and  personal  qualities,  wmch  all  can  emulate  and 
attain.  Lady  Mary  Wordey  Montagu  asserted  tbi^  Pope 
courted  the  company  of  old  men  that  he  might  obtain  legik 
cies.  The  assertion  is  wholly  destitute  of  proof,  and  is  con- 
tradicted by  known  ftcts.  Mis  attachments  grew  warmer  as 
he  adyanced  in  years ;  and  among  his  most  (£erished  friends 
were,  Ghiy,  from  whom  he  could  expect  nothing;  Swift^  after 
he  Imew  that  the  fortune  of  the  latter  was  to  be  applied 
towards  endowing  an  asylum  in  Ireland;  and  young  men 
whom  he  could  not  expect  to  surriye,  as  Combuiy,  Lymlton, 
Murray,  and  Marchmont.  Foliticid  disgprace  or  public  ob- 
loquy never  cooled  the  ]^t*s  regard  for  his  associates.  They 
were  the  same  to  him  in  all  fortunes ;  and  he  eagerly  em- 
braced every  occasion  of  investing  them  with  those  poetic 
honours  which  he  dispensed  with  such  inimitable  art  and 
taste.  That  his  expressions  towards  his  friends  are  often 
exaff^erated,  and  that  he  was  too  apt  to  confine  all  virtue 
witmn  Us  own  drde^  may  be  admitted  without  detracting 
from  his  sincerity.  His  bodily  weakness  induced  a  morbidly 
delicate  organisation,  and  made  Mm  feel  tenderly  and  acutely 
his  dependence  upon  others.  Professions  of  regard  and 
attachment  would  seem  natural  in  Pope  that  would  have 
appeared  absurd  and  ironical  in  Swift,  or  any  other  person  of 
robust  frame  and  manly  constitution.  To  the  same  cause 
we  would  attribute  in  part  his  dissimulation  and  artifice 
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which  form  the  grefttest  Btains  on  his  oharaetor.  No  man 
with  a  Bonnd  mind  in  a  Bound  body,  posBeeaing  far  inferior 
mental  powera,  could  ever  haye  stooped  to  such  pettj^  arts 
and  manoBuvres  as  those  which  characteriaed  this  eminent 
poet.  His  whole  life  was  a  series  of  plots.  He  condescended, 
as  Lady  Bolin|;broke  in  a  French  phrase  remarked,  ^  to 
play  the  politician  about  cabbages  ana  tumips.*'  **  He  could 
not  drinK  tea  without  a  Btrata^;em/*  waa  the  observation  of 
another  lady;  and  this  defect  in  lus  daily  life  marked  his 
conduct  in  literature.  It  is  seen  in  the  drcumstances  at- 
tending the  publication  of  the  Dnndad  and  the  OorreBpond- 
ence,  in  his  connexion  with  the  Qrulhttireet  Jaumdl^  and  in 
many  of  his  Batirical  portraits.  ^  Mr.  Pope  always  told  me/' 
said  Warburton,  ''that  when  he  had  anything  better  than 
ordinary  to  say^and  yet  too  bold,  he  reseryed  it  for  a  second 
or  third  edition,  ana  then  nobody  took  any  notice  of  it." 
This  is  an  illustration  of  his  caution  as  well  as  management. 
The  sarcastic  lines  on  Queen  Caroline's  death,  a  couplet  fix- 
ing the  character  of  Bufo  on  Lord  HaJifar,  and  the  charac- 
ters of  Chloe,  Philomed^,  and  Atoasa,  were  after-additions  to 
the  poems  in  which  the^  appear,  and  numerous  examples  of 
the  same  artifice  occur  m  the  notes.  In  the  cases  ot  Lady 
Mary,  the  Duke  of  Chandos,  and  Aaron  Hill,  he  was,  as 
Johnson  says,  ^  wanton  in  his  attacks  and  mean  in  his  re- 
treat." Lord  Heryey^  he  defied.  With  Addison  he  repre- 
sents himself  as  behaying  boldly:  he  detected  his  secret  hos- 
tility, and  wrote  to  him,  telling  him  fiiirly  of  his  fiuilts  and 
allowing  his  good  qualities;  but  Fope'a  atatement  waa  not 
made  tiU  long  after  Addiaon's  death,  and  unfortunately  it 
wanta  confirmation. 

The  extreme  irritability  and  aenaitiyeneaa  of  Pope  haye 
become proyerbiaL  ''Touch  me  and  no  Miniater  ao  acre," 
waa  hia  own  admiaaion;  and  perhapa  no  Miniater  eyer  la- 
boured more  aaaiduoualy  or  adroitiy  to  maintain  hia  power 
and  influence.  Aa  a  literary  diplomatiat  he  waa  unriyidled, 
for  nearly  all  hia  achemea  were  aucceaaful.  It  may  therefore 
be  queationed  whether  hia  peculiarly  auaceptible  tempera- 
ment did  not  confer  upon  him  aa  much  poaitiye  enjoyment  aa 
pain.  Literary  occupation  ia^  in  itaelf  a  aouroe  (n  pleaaure ; 
and  firom  the  aucceaa  of  hia  yarioua  plota  and  efforfca  to  awaken 
public  attention  to  hia  worka,  to  gratify  hia  adf-loye,  and  to 
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pmuflh  hifl  adycasarieBy  we  oaa  oonoeiTe  Fooe  to  lui?fr  deriTed 
a  secret  bat  ezoTiicato  aatiBfeetioiL  WeprobaUjaayetknow 
only  a  part  ci  nia  anoDysKraa  lalxran,  oat  they  seem  all  to 
haye  been  skilfiilly  deTuedi  and  to  hsve  anawered  hia  imme- 
diate objeet; 

This  la  to  ezihibit  only  the  lower  part  of  hia  natnie.  The 
lore  of  yirtae  and  the  feeling  to  appreciate  and  admire  moral 
ezcdlmoe-  be  poBBeseed  in  a  degree  unknown  even  to  hia 
iUoBtrioua  protdrjrpe^  Dnrden.  In  attaddiur  the  Conrt  and 
ridiculing  tne  folUea  of  tne  great,  he  probabfy  conoeiyed  that 
he  waa  diachaiffing  a  duty  to  aodely,  and  fnlfiUing  Ax^ 
imnnction  to  cSaraae  that  he  miffht  reform.  Hisdennnciationa 
of  vice  and  corroption  present  him  as  the  lofhr  moral  satirist. 
His  £Eune,  howeyer ,  rests  more  securely  on  his  Essays  and  Epis- 
tles, which  constitute  his  chief  claim  to  be  regarded  as  a  pubUe 
benefactcv.  Wounded  yanity  and  personal  resentment  dic- 
tated the  greater  portion  of  his  witiierin^inyectiyea  and  ridi- 
cule; and  he  must  haye  smiled  himself  if  asked  what  chance 
he  had  of  reforming  Theobald,  the  harmless  ploddinff  commen- 
tator, of  transfOTminff  Gibber  into  a  graye  and  decorous 
citizen,  or  making  Lad^  Mary  and  Lord  Heryey  repent  and 
be  silent.  He  wrote,  like  the  youthful  Byron,  to  show  hia 
wit  and  wrath,  and  he  certainly  made  his  enemies  tremble. 

There  was  a  purer  atmosphere  aboye  all  this  murky  strife 
which  Pope  lonfi;ed  for,  and  flattered  himself  that  he  had 
attained.  He  <£umed  to  be  more  moral  in  his  life  and  con- 
duct than  most  of  the  wits  of  his  day — ^to  be  indifferent  to 
fame  or  riches — and  to  regurd  poet^  as  secondary  only  to 
Christian  and  moral  duty.  There  was  no  yirtue  which  he 
did  not  desire  his  fiiends  to  belieye  that  he  possessed ;  but 
in  truth  this  self-portraiture  waa  a  mere  mirage  or  delusion, 
continued  from  nabit.  After  what  has  been  recorded^  in 
these  pages,  it  would  be  absurd  to  descafit  <m  his  moratitr. 
His  model  of  female  excellence  was  Mrs.  Howard,  the  kingpa 
mistress,  and  Bolingbroke  he  esteemed  as  the  most  tran« 
scendent  of  mortals.  The  boasted  philosophic  indifference  of 
the  poet  had  nerer  saj  retl  existence.  Yanily  and  inukpia* 
tion  supplied  all  the  colours  and  combinationa  of  the  lasci- 
nating  picture.  Yet  the  seyerest  censor  must  admit  that 
when  no  personal  jealousy  or  riyalir  waa  interposed,  Poi>e 
was  a  kind  and  beneficent  man — ^zealous  in  the  seryice  of  ms 
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finendfly  an  affectionate  relation,  and  good  dtizen.  There 
was  also  an  eLenddon  of  principle^  combined  with  ateadi- 
ness  of  purpose,  in  his  resolution  to  trust  to  literature,  and 
meaeopfe  himself  independent  of  pariy.  There  appear  to 
naye  heen  no  deep  ccmTiotionB  that  would  have  prevented 
him  from  embracing  Protestantism,  and  accepting  an  office 
from  Lord  Oxford;  ''but  I  could  not^''  he  said,  "make 
myself  capable  of  it  without  giving  a  sreat  deal  of  pain  to 
mj  parents,  such  pun,  indeed,  as  I  would  not  have  given  to 
either  of  them  for  all  the  places  he  could  have  bestowed  on 
me.*'  He  remained  fidthfu  to  his  old  creed,  vrithout  bigotry, 
and  his  mother's  blessing  was  never  mixed  with  r^g^t. 

In  the  controversy  which,  about  thirty  years  since^  was 
wa£[ed  with  characteristic  bitterness  concerning  the  prin- 
ciplBS  of  poetry  and  th^  position  of  Pope,  Mr.  Bowles  clearly 
and  accurately  defined  the  poet's  litemy  character.  ''I 
Boujght  not,"  he  said, ''  to  dmreeiate  but  to  Hacrvmnate^  and 
assien  to  lum  his  proper  rank  and  station  in  his  art  among 
En^h  poets — ^below  Shakspeare,  Spenser,  and  liOton  in 
the  hi^est  order  of  imagination  or  impassioned  poetry ;  but 
above  I)ry den,  Lucretius,  and  Horace  m  moral  and  satirical. 
Loferior  to  Dr^den  in  lyric  sublimiiy;  egual  to  him  in  paint- 
ing characters  from  real  life,  such  as  are  so  powerfully  deH- 
n^ted  in  Absalom  and  Achitophel,  but  superior  to  him  in 
passion ;  for  whatever  eq^ualled,  or  ever  will  approach,  in  its 
kind,  tiie  Epistie  of  Eloisa  to  Abelard  P  In  consequence  of 
the  ezquiBite  pathos  of  tiiis  epistie  I  haye  assiened  Pope  a 

eietical  rank  far  above  Ovio.  I  have  placed  him  aoove 
orace  in  consequence  of  the  perfect  finish  of  his  satires 
and  moral  poems ;  but  in  descriptive  poetry,  such  as  Windsor 
Porest,  beneath  Cowper  or  ^niomson."  In  originality^  it 
may  be  added,  Pope  was  inferior  to  Bryden ;  Imt  had  Mr. 
Bowles  always  expressed  himself  as  deady  and  justly  regard- 
ing Pope  as  in  the  above  estimate,  he  would  have  saved 
hmseilf  a  good  deal  of  sharp  controversy  and  personal  odium. 
In  the  war  that  ensued,  though  he  had  Byron  as  an  oppo- 
nent, we  think  he  was  decided^  the  victor.  His  ^  invariable 
princxples"  were  the  true  principles.  It  would  now  be 
readily  granted  to  him  that  the  passions  of  the  human  heart 
which  belong  to  nature  in  general  are  more  adapted  to  the 
higher  species  of  poetry  than  those  which  are  derived  from 
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inoidentel  and  tniudent  maimanu  Such  a  posttion  oaxmot 
be  diapiited  br  any  one  who  ranks  Shakapeaie  aba?e  Pope; 
but  lu*.  Bowlea  had  ao  many  aabtle  diatinotions  and  reeer- 
yatbnfly  and  was  ao  tremblingfy  aensitiTe  and  afindd  of 
making  any  conoeeaion  in  fiiToor  of  Pope,  that  he  muxed  hia 
own  argnment^  and  hud  himaelf  open  to  miaoonataiction  and 
ridicule.  His  pamphleta,  howeyer,  deserve  to  be  repinted, 
at  least  in  part,  aa  they  fonn  a  regoertoiy  of  fine  lAondita 
and  Talnable  critical  obserrationa,  ifiusfxated  b^  impropriate 
examples,  which  no  poetical  stadent  can  read  withont  bmefit 
and  aeUght.  Campbell,  in  attacking  some  of  BowWs  ex- 
treme positions,  took  the  general  ground  of  nraise  (which  in 
reality  waa  not  denied  by  Bowles,  nor  excladed  from  hia 
definition),  that  **  Pope's  mscrimination  lay  in  the  lights  and 
ahadea  of  hnman  maimers,  which  are  at  least  as  interesting 
as  those  oi  rocks  and  Imtcs.'*  He  adds,  ''In  mond  do* 
quenoe  he  is  for  ever  demui  ei  imUmi  ribi.  The  mind  of  a 
j>oet  employed  in  concentrating  such  lines  as  thes^  desoip- 
tiye  of  crefftiye  power,  which 

**  'Bnfldt  life  on  dMtb,  on  diaage  dnratioii  fimndfl^ 
And  Uds  th*  eternal  wlieds  to  Imow  their  looiidi,' 

xnight  well  be  excused  for  not  descending  to  the  minutely 
picturesque.  The  Tindictiye  personality  of  his  satire  is  a 
mult  of  tne  man,  and  not  of  the  poet.  ISut  his  wit  is  not  all 
his  charm.  He  dows  with  passion  in  the  Epistle  of  Eloisa, 
and  displaya  a  lofty  fidelinff  much  aboTO  that  of  the  satirist 
and  the  man  of  the  world  in  hia  Prologue  to  Cato  and  hia 
Epistle  to  Lord  Oxford.  I  know  not  how  to  designate  the 
possessor  of  such  gifts  but  by  the  name  of  a  genuine  poet." 
To  all  who  would  dispute  Pope's  title  to  the  name  of  a  poe^ 
the  most  oonipcaidious  answer  would  be  to  read  alaua  the 
prologue  and  epistle  cited  by  Campbell  in  his  eloquent  criti* 
dsm,  or  that  easie  flight  of  Pope's  genius,  the  conclusion  to 
the  Dunciad.  But  eyen  the  most  prosaic  of  his  epistles, 
where  in  fi;eneral  he  keeps  to  the  leyel^  of  conyersation  in 
refined  and  intellectual  society,  are  irradiated  with  lines  and 
images  which  place  them  in  tne  rank  of  poetry.  It  may  be 
difficult  to  grasp  or  define  the  ethereal  element,  but  its  pre- 
aence  is  alwa^  felt. 

The  equammi^  of  spirit  which  Pope  aapired  to  possess 
was  perhaps  injurious  to  him  aa  a  poet.    He  seemea  afraid 
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to  launch  into  anjbold  unaginatiTe  conception,  and  ashamed 
to  own  a  generona  enihnaiaBm  or  admiration.  The  nil  adm- 
nri  of  Horacoi  strained  bejrond  ito  jnst  meanmg  and  appli- 
cation,  he  adopted  as  his  goide  in  Cterature  as  in  life;  and  it 
is  fiitalhotli  to  heroic  Tirtoes  and  to  heroic  Terse.  Toattsin 
to  finished  excellence  in  comnosition  rather  than  originalitj 
of  invention  and  design,  was  the  olgect  of  his  incessant  care. 
Every  page  he  read,  and  every  thon^ht  he  entertained  or 
heara  expressed,  that  conld  germinatomto  poetry,  was  noted 
down  for  fatare  nse ;  and  never  before  was  so  much  genuine 
poetry  eliminated  by  such  a  process  of  ffradoal  accumulation 
and  repeated  touches.    Cowper  has  said, 

**  There  is  a  pletsiirB  In  poetie  i»aiii% 
WUch  oofy  poets  know." 

And  Pope  has  described  the  pursuit  of  a  poetical  image : 
^We  grasp,"  he  says,  '^some  more  beautiful  idea  in  our  own 
brain  than  our  endeavours  to  express  it  can  set  to  the  view 
of  others,  and  still  do  but  labour  to  fall  short  of  our  first 
imagination.  The  gay  colouring  which  fancy  gave  at  the 
first  transient  glance  we  had  of  it,  ff  oes  off  in  the  execution, 
like  those  various  figures  in  the  guded  clouds,  which  while 
we  gase  long  upon  to  separato  the  parte  of  each  imaginary 
image,  the  wholB  fainte  Defore  the  eye,  and  decays  in  confu- 
sion." But  with  him  no  partide  was  lost.  The  fingmente 
were  recompounded  and  set  anew,  in  different  forms;  a 
touch,  a  word,  imparted  grace  or  strenjgth ;  and  the  Prome- 
thean fire  of  the  poet,  though  long  withheld,  breathed  life 
and  animation  over  alL 

No  poet  ever  enjoyed  greater  popularity,  or  had  more  in- 
fiuence  on  tbe  tasto  of  his  age.  £1  versification  tiiis  was  im- 
mediate and  direct.  His  rtjrle  was  copied  by  innumen^le 
imitators,  until  the  public  ear  was  doyea  with  tiie  everlasting 
edio  of  the  heroic  couplet.  In  his  own  didactic  poems  Pope 
was  too  uniform  in  his  pauses  and  construction.  The  reader 
is  apt  to  be  fiitigued  with  tiie  regular  recurrence  of  terse  and 
pointed  lines,  the  balanced  verse  and  striking  antithesis,  un- 
less attention  be  dosely  fixed  on  the  wei^ly  truths,  the 
admirable  sentiments,  and  marvellous  felidly  of  diction 
which  are  compressed  within  these  brilliant  couplete.  But, 
besides  harmonious  versification,  Pope  taught  correctoess 
and  precision  of  thought,  and  brought  slovenly  execution 
into  irredeemable  disgrace.    Thomson  would  not  have  thrice 
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OGcreciedy  and  jdmert  vewxittai  Ids  SeasooBy  imprcmo^ 
them  an  each  immoxk^  if  Pope  liad  not  raiaed  Hbe  itandaia 
of  poUietaatewiiliiBepeet  to  poetical  ^ompoakkm.  Ithaa 
been  aaid  by  one  who  la  hisaelf  a  trne  poet^  £ro£MBGr 
AytouDy  that  Po^  fimnded  no  aehool  of  poe&yyorif  hedid 
ft  -waa  aoon  ^extmet^  driyan  ont  by  Fevcy^  Beliyifla,  by 
r^andBunia.  JHia  attempt  to  jifal  Pope  on  nia  own 
ar  ground  waa  bopdeaa.  Where  were  diacinlea  to  be 
[  poaaeaabg  at  once  rare  ^|Ood  BegmB,  knowledge  of  t^ 
world,  refinement  of  manner,  judgment,  aatke,  ethka,  and 
metophyBioB,  all  combined  with  the  power  and  animation  of 
the  poet  P  The  outward  form  ci  the  Pope  worahip  waa 
earily  copied,  but  the  fire  that  burned  within  the  alfcar 
burned  <mly  and  enired  at  Twickenham, 

The  individual  character  of  Pope  waa  never  loat  in  bia 
worka.  He  adopted  the  atyle  of  lOTden  becsuae  it  waa  beat 
adapted  to  hia  powera.  He  knew  that  the  univeraal  mind  of 
ShaJopeare,  and  the  epic  nuyeatj  of  Milton,  were  unattun- 
able;  ne  therefore  ab8Uined£x>maU  imitation  of  them.  He 
undertook  auch  worki  aa  he  felt  be  could  aooompliah;  bia 
invention  waa  limited,  though  in  tbe  Bape  of  the  Lock  be 
diqpkf ed  the  airineaa,  thecrace,  and  winged  fimcy  of  a  bril- 
liant imaginative  ^oet.  'Sd  thought  deeply  and  eameatly; 
be  buaied  bimaelf  in  mentalanalyBiB,  corrected  carefully,  and 
poliahed  bighly.  He  atudied  his  art  with  intenae  devotion  j 
butbeaimedatnopeculiarayatem  or  theory  of  poetry.  He 
waa,  unfortunatdy,  too  fond  of  aatire,  and  hia  constitution, 
monl  and  physical,  waa  defective.  In  satire,  hovrever,  be  waa 
a  great  master,  and  be  was  a  master,  also,  in  didactic  verse 
(bb  in  the  Essay  on  Criticism),  in  refbied  pal^oa,  and  select 
aesoription.  His  poetiy  may  be  aaid  to  be  identified  with 
the  national  character  of  the  EngBfth  people,  and  vrith  the 
Anglo-Sazcm  race  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Hisimageiy^ 
wit,  and  sense,  his  critical  rules  and  moral  reflections,  have 
made  us  rich  in  ei^xression.  His  winTma  on  life  and  manners 
form  part  of  our  daily  speech  and  inrolantary  thought ;  nor 
have  the  most  profound  or  acute  of  our  moralists  enun- 
ciated finer  axioms  than  are  to  be  found  in  hia  Essaya  and 
Epistles. 

Poetry,  like  the  material  world,  has  undeigone  a  grei^  re> 
Yolution  since  the  iaj^  of  Pope.  There  is  no  danger  of  our 
going  back  to  the  artificial  style  of  tiie  early  |»art  cS  the  last 
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centonr,  eren  should  such  a  poet  as  Pope  arise  again  amongst 
us.  The  foantains  of  passion  and  imagination  haye  been 
opened ;  nature  and  toe  old  masters,  the  interpreters  of 
natore,  are  more  closely  studied ;  and  there  is  a  higher  and 
juster  appreciation  of  the  poet's  art  and  mission  as  a  fellow- 
worker  in  the  cause  of  numanity  and  pure  intellectual 
advancement.  Our  freedom^  howeyer,  may  run  to  prodigal 
excess  and  extrayagance  unless  properly  ffuarded,  and  it  is 
important  to  point  to  one  classic  standard,  limited  in  design, 
but  unriyalledin  execution,  in  which  correctness  is  combined 
with  poetical  yigour  and  beauty,  and  the  patient  toils  of 
genius  are  seen  resulting  in  woras  of  consummate  taste  and 
d^iance. 


BUST  OF  POPB  BT  BOUBILIAG,  TAKBK  THBKB  TBAB8  BBFOBB  THB  Foal's 
DXATR,  ABD  NOW  IB  THB  OALLBBT  OF  SB  BOBBBT  rtEL,  BABT. 
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APPENDIX. 


MAPLEDTJEHAM  MANXJSOBIPTS. 

Aftss  the  deafch  of  Martha  Blount  in  1768,  a  mass  of 
letters  and  other  pap^  which  she  had  left,  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  familj  at  Maplednrham ;  and  amon^  them 
was  part  of  the  correspondence  carried  on  hj  Pope  with  the 
sisters  so  intimatelj  connected  with  his  personal  history. 
All  the  ]^oef  s  letters  and  those  addressed  to  the  ladies  hj 
other  finends  were,  it  is  belieyed,  submitted  br  the  late 
IGchael  Blount,  Esq.  Twho  died  in  1821),  to  the  publish- 
ers of  Mr.  Bowles's  coition  of  Pope's  Works,  which  was 
brought  out  in  1806.  Mr.  Bowles  appears  to  hare  seen 
them,  but  Mr.  A.  Chalmers  selected  such  as  were  deemed 
fit  for  publication,  adding  a  few  explanatoij  notes.  The 
letters  were  then  in  a  loose  state,  and  many  were  lost,  in 
passing^  through  different  hands,  or  were  neyer  returned  to 
Mr.  Blount.  Such  as  were  preserved  were  bound  together, 
and  now  remain  at  Mapledurham,  forming  three  quarto 
Tolumes.  The  Pope  letters  are  mostly  comprised  in  the 
first  volume,  the  two  others  being  filled  with  letters  firom 
other  correspondents  at  home  and  abroad.  No  attempt  at 
arrangement  appears  to  have  been  made;  and  in  enume- 
rating them  we  shall  simplj  follow  the  order  in  which  they 
are^  placed,  referrinc^  the  reader  to  the  pages  of  this  volume  in 
which  some  of  the  ktters  will  be  found,  and  for  the  others  to 
Boscoe's  Pope,  voL  viii.,  edit,  of  1824 : 

1.  Pqpe  to  Martha,  May  25, 1712;  aHU,p.  65,  Rosooe;  387. 

2.  Do.  Sept.  13, 1717;  atOe,  p.  84,  and  Eoscoe,  487. 
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8.  Do.  Aug.  6, 1718;  miie,  p.  186  (oopTaddiMedtoLadrlfaiT). 

4.  Lmet  on  Martha's  Birthdaj,  Jan.  15, 1788. 

5.  Pope  to  Martha,  Aug.  85, 1785;  mO^  p.  889,  Boicoeb  481. 

6.  Do.  Deo.  87;  Roeooe,  484. 

7.  Do.  June  8;  Rosooe,  401. 

8.  Do.  Stowe,  Johr  4;  Boeooe^  407. 

9.  Do.  London,  Tuesdaj;  Boscoe,  486.    [Addressed  to  Mn.  B., 

at  ""Mr.  Tbos.  Beeves,  In  ^n  Bowe,  Twickenham.**] 

10.  Do.  Tuesdaj  night;  Bosooe,  458. 

11.  Do.  (No  date) ;  anie,  p.  148,  Boscoe,  480. 
18.  Do.  (No  date) ;  ante,  p.  878,  Boscoe,  507. 

15.  Pope  to  Miss  Bbunts,  no  date,  addressed  **  A  MademmseHes 

Therese  ft  Marth.  Blount,  iVvf."    Bosooe,  485. 
14.  Pope  to  Teresa  (<'Mn.  Blount")*  no  date  or  siff.    Bosooe,446. 
.  15.  Pope  to  Martha,  no  date  or  sig.;  tmie,  p.  149,  Rosooe,  488. 

16.  Pope  to  Miss  Blounts,  Thurs£tT;  mUe,  p.  118,  Bosooe^  408. 

17.  Do.  **Dbui  Ijldibs,— If  you'll  take  an  airing  this  fine  morning 

In  KensingUm  Gmens,  I'U  carrj  jou  thither  at  de?en  o'dook, 
\xj  which  Bme  mj  Tisit  to  the  D.  of  B.  will  be  performed.  I 
haye  sent  the  beurer  for  the  hannch  of  Tenison.  so  yon  mi^ 

ri«  Geoige's  gravity  thai  trouble.    I  am  Csithfidty  jours^ 
POPB.*' 

18.  Do.  No  date  or  sig.;  m^  p.  189,  and  Boscoe,  407. 

19.  Do.  No  date  or  sk. ;  Boscoe,  448. 

80.  Letter  of  James  Moore-Smythe,  signed  "  Alexander,"  and  by 

mistake  marked  as  from  rope. 

81.  Pope  to  Martha.  "  Madax,— I  cannot  but  put  you  once  more  in 

mnid  of  TOur  appointment  on  Sunday ;  but  I  find  I  cannot  re- 
turn with  you,  and  therefore  let  you  know  it,  that  yon  may,  if 
you  like  it,  fill  up  your  number  in  the  coach  with  anybody  you 
would  bring;  asany  one  you  like  must,  of  course^  be  f ^* 


to,  madam,  your  most  obuged  and  obedt  sent.,  A.  Pen. — 
l^issdaw.  If  you  csn  drink  nothing  but  daiet,  you  must  bring 
a  bottle  with  you." 
88.  Do.  No  date,  signed  ''A.  P."    Boscoe,  455. 

83.  Do.  Stowe,  Saturday.    Pranked  by  Cobham,  and  addressed  to 

*'Mr8.  M.  Blount^  at  Mrs.  Blount's,  Wdbeck-street,"  Ac 
Boscoe,  500. 

84.  Do.  Saster-day;  omU,  p.  384,  Boscoe,  504. 

85.  "Deab  SfSTBBs,— Jeremy  Ta;flQr  says  In  his  Holy  Lifing  and 

Dying/'  ftc  In  surreptitious  editiQns  published  as  ''To  a 
Lady  in  the  name  of  her  BrYvther."  TheiiBttergifesadesor^ 
tion  of  a  monster  then  exhibiting  in  London.  We  mav  ven- 
ture to  quote  one  passage  as  containing  a  touch  of  Pope's 
humour :  ''Mr.  Pook  looxs  upon  it  as  a  prodigy,  poctenoing 
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i  wonderM  rorolaiioii  in  the  State,  and  to  strengtlien  his 
opinion  produces  the  following  ptopheoj  of  NoaoodamuBy 
whidi  he  eiqplaina  poHtioaUj: 

**  *  Whfliias  twaj  sesM  jdn  In  ona 
Shan  in  the  realm  of  Bnite  be  shown, 
Bke  ftetkma  thaU  imUe  Qt  I  know) 
To  aeek  a  Pkincejart  dwmo. 
Thflke  prodigj  of  oonuBOD  gender 
It  neiUier  aes  but  a  Pretender, 
And  ao  Qod  shield  the  FaHh*8  Deftnder  I"> 

Pope  made  aereral  yeibal  alterationaon  this  letter,  in  tran- 
sonhing  it  for  the  press,  one  of  which  ia  diaracteiiatio.  *'The 
Priest,  jon  vaaj  be  snie^  was  in  his  heart  most  an  infidel** 
This  is  TOinted.  ^The  Phest,  jon  maj  makcumsfy/am»,'*  fto. 
S((.  Pope  to  Misa  fflonnts.  Roecoe,  394.  The  orienal  oegiiis : 
*'Pair  Ladies  (I  would  call  jon  Dear  Ladies  if  I  dnrstl, — ^I  re- 
totned  home  as  slow  and  as  oontempUtiye  after  I  haa  parted 
from  jou  aa  mj  Lord  B.  himself  retired  from  the  Conrt  and 
dory  to  hia  melancholy  oonntry  seat  and  wife  a  wetk  nap,** 
Si^niBd,  *' Yonr  admirer  and  hnmhle  serrt,  A.  Pops."  With 
this  postscript,  **'Mj  futhfnl  service  to  Mrs.  Bloont,  Mr. 
Blount,  and  Mr.  Holman.'*  The  address  is,  "An  Made- 
moiseUea,  Mademoiaelles  de  Mi^ledurfaam.** 

87.  Pope  to  Martha.    Sunda?;  Roacoe,  454. 

88.  Do.  Bristol,  Monday;  Aosooe,  491.     Mr.  Bosooe  datea  this 

letter  1748,  hut  this  must  he  wrouff,  as  Pope  sends  remem* 
brances  to  Cleland,  who  died  in  174L 

89.  Do.  June  88.    Account  of  fflierbome^  Bosooe,  411. 

80.  A  fraffment;  see  anie,  p.  68. 

81.  Pope  to  Martha.    Bath,  Oct.  6;  Bosooe,  898. 

38.  Do.  No  date.  "Most  Divine,**  ftc. ;  seea«^,p.  78,  and  Bosooe, 
890.  Considerable  passages  are  necessarirf  left  out  of  thia 
letter.  The  concludinff  words,  "  God  keep  ner  husband,**  are 
erroneouslj  printed  "  God  ielp,**  ftc. 

88.  Do.  '*  It  is  usual  with  unfortunate  young  women  to  betake  them- 
selyea  to  romances,  and  therebr  feed  and  indulge  that  melan- 
choly which  is  occasioned  by  the  want  of  a  lover. I 

nreanme  it  may  be  so  fsr  your  present  case  aa  to  render  the 
nve  Tolumea  of  the  Grand  Cyrua  no  unreasonable  present  to 
yon.  My  dear  madam,  if  you  are  disposed  to  waimer  upon 
adventures,  suffer  the  unhappy  Artamenes  to  be  your  com* 
panion.  Great  as  he  afterwarda  was,  he  would  raiher  have 
ehose  to  rule  your  heart  than  the  empires  of  Persia  and  Medea. 
Let  your  futmess  sister  triumph  in  her  ill-ffotten  treasures; 
let  her  put  on  new  gowns  to  be  the  gase  of  fools  and  pageant 


Digitized  by 


Google 


422  jUppiVBix. 

of  a  birtiidmr*  wUk  TOii  wiih  aU  yoor  im^^ 

grore  and  dwell  witli  %  Tirtaoas  nint  in  %  eonnnj  pandiae. 

I  haTe  been  at  homo  besieged  with  fiffyGfeoLbodka. 

Aaaoonaa  I  am  aUe  to  attend  to  the  things  of  this 

wodd  m  oonsolt  the  elden  of  the  c^  oonceniing  her 
[Teresa's]  profits  in  the  Mammon  of  iniaai:^,  aikl  I  will  thai 
wiite  to  her  on  the  grordling  subject,"  oc.    (No  aig.) 

84.  Pope  to  Mjss  Blonnta.    See  owfo*^  p.  78. 

85.  Da  OaU^  Bower,  Oct  8;  mU,  p.  154^  Boaooe,  48L    Some 

passages  neoessanJ^  omitted. 

86.  Do.  ''Labibs,— I  haTe  repented,  and  can't  find  in  mj^eart  to 

go^  if  jou  care  to  let  me  see  you  a§»in  to-daf .  Whaterer 
eom]^T  you  thoo^t  of  haying  I  shidl  be  glaa  to  make  one;, 
profidea  yoa'U  promise  not  to  be  confined  &om  mj  on  my 
aoooont.  If  Mrs.  Sorope  be  come,  pray  giye  me  a  word% 
notice^andlllcallfirst  at  her  doortopayheraTisit  m 
write  to-nigfat  by  candleJig^  what  I  shonld  haye  writ  to- 
rnonow,  and  finish  it  to-monow  ni^  at  GhiswidL  From 
Dr.  Aibnthnof  s." 

87.  Pope  to  Martha,  at  Bath.    "^  Tuesday,  the ^.^  Booooe,  478. 

Mr.  Bosooe  reads  this  aa  addroaed  to  both  Martha  and 
Teresa,  bat  it  is  eridentlyto  the  former  only.  Aa La^J  Suffolk 
is  mentioned  (not  Mrs.  Howard),  the  letter  mnat  haye  been 
written  aftor  she  succeeded  to  the  title  in  178L 

88.  Do.  Letter  from  KistoL   Saturday,  the  d4th.   See  oai^  p.  857, 

and  Eoecoe,  494. 

89.  Pope  to  IGss  Blounta.  Thursday  mom.  Eoecoe,  441,  and  m^ 

p.  74. 

40.  Do.  ''DsAB  Ladibs,— If  you  are  indinedto  go  to-morrow  to  8fr 

Biohard  Child's  I  shall  oe  yery  glad  to  attend  you;  otherwiae 
I  would  take  Mr.  Fenton  with  me  to  Chiawiok  Tery  eaiiy.  To- 
day I  haye  been  in  the  utmost  engagements  of  buamess,  and 
aa  soon  aa  I  can  get  from  Mr.  Dormer's,  where  Idine  at  threes 
must  be  with  my  architect  If  yousendanoteto4iig^tonq^ 
lodging  rU  take  all  other  necessary  cares  imon  me.  I  hope 
you  are  both  well    I  am  sincerely  jouni  A.  r.^ 

41.  Pope  to  Martha.    Piiday.    Bosooe,  419.    Pope  desires  Martha 

and  her  sister  to  aoccm  a  present  of  a  fan  each;  but  there  is 
no  authority  for  Mr.  Bowles's  statement  that  ^  these  were  the 
Cms  on  which  the  Tcrses  were  written, '  To  a  La^  with  a  pre- 
sent of  a  Pan.'"  Pope  had  desired  Jeryas  to  purchase  two  of 
the  best  fan8-4he  date  apparentfyl7U(»:  1715.  8obS0an^$ 
jSww.,  p.  0. 

42.  Pope  to  l&esa.    ''MiJDiJi;— I  ought  to  acknoidedge  so  mudi 

ctyili^  when  m^  sincerity  so  little  deseryes  it  my  mother 
haa  been  in  raokmg  paina  of  the  riieumatism,  haa  had  no  rest 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SHB  HAPLSDUBEAM  MBS.  428 

but  bj  laodainixD,  and  no  spirits  bat  l^  dropa  and  hartshoni, 
tiiese  fiye  dm.  This  is  tbe  first  moniing  wt  haye  thought 
her  better.  If  tout  eoho  be  like  other  edhoes*  words  without 
meamn^Ineeanottakenotioeof  it.  If  it  be  otherwise,  we 
are  bou  in  the  zigh^  and  I  hope  yoa  wiU  oontinne  so  in 
iMnrd  to,  madam,  yonr  humble  sem.  (No  signatme.)  Pray 
teU  jour  sister  how  much  you  think  me  her  servant.^'  Aa- 
dressed  to  Teresa^  in  Bolton-street. 
48.  Do.  *'TiPo  o*eloek.  Dxab.  Madail— I  am  glad  mT  righteous 
labours  at  last  jproved  effectual— the  la^  will  be  to-night 
at  the  plaj.  rll  not  fail  to  mention  your  confinement  by  a 
town  cold.  I  hope  for  my  reward  about  se?en  in  the  eremng 
in  finding  you  at  home.  I  am,  yery  honestly,  dear  madam, 
eyeryours,  A.  Pofb.''    Addressed  as  aboye. 

44.  Do.  "D^AX  MiDAM;— I  am  going  to  KensingtoiL  which  makes 

me  desire  you'll  let  George  secure  a  coach  and  four  of  your 
ne%hbour,  Anflel,  against  to-morrow.  I  must  tell  you  in  ful- 
ness of  heart  I  am  with  much  gpititude,  yonrs."  (No  signa- 
ture.) Pray  let  me  know  to-mght  your  hour.  VH  tzy  for 
2drs.  Glanyu  to-niffhi  I  can't  ayoid  going  out  of  town  t^4ay. 
Put  a  wafer  into  the  enclosed,  and  return  it  to  the  bearer.'' 

45.  Do.  '*DsAB  lCADAX,-»Under8tanding  jou  are  yet  unfomished 

of  a  ticket,  I  beff  you  will  oblige  me  m  the  acceptance  of  this. 
I  had  sent  it  before  if  I  had  not  understood  you  were  sure  of 
one.  Pray  let  me  make  use  of  this  opportomty  of  assuring 
youl  am  as  much,  and  as  truly  as  eyer  I  was,  your  most  faith- 
M  and  eyer  obedt.  seryt.,  A.  Pois." 

46.  Do.  '^Twitenham,  Dec.  II,  1720."    Pope  sends  aChristmas  pre- 

sentofbrawn;  Eoscoe,  451.  A  passage  in  this  note  of  Pope's 
necessarily  omitted. 

47.  Do.  ''DsAB  Madax,— I  am  agreeabfy  waked  by  your  billet,  and 

shall  be  eztrenkely  pleased  fmd  obliged  to  you  both  if  you  will 
ffiyemethiseyemnff.  If  in  this  you  sacrifice  any  other  company 
n  is  TeaSj  too  mudi,  and  I  b^  you  to  add  inem  to  ours  by 
appdntii^g  anybody  else  to  meet  us.  m  call  this  morning 
howeyer.  My  faithful  seryice  to  your  sister.  I  am  sorry  1 
haye  not  the  pacquet,  but  if  the  endosed  will  saye  you  any 
trouble,  I  sena  'em  to  be  in  the  way.  I  am,  to  both  of  you, 
most  troly  your  senrant,  A.  P." 

48.  Do.  See  anie,  p.  69,  and  Eoscoe,  468. 

49.  Do.  Boscoe,  484. 

50.  Do.  Eoscoe,  457. 

5L  Do.  Chiswiok,  Dea  8L    See  oni^,  p.  78,  and  Eoscoe,  444. 
59.  Do.  Peb.  81st.    Eoscoe,  466. 
58.  Do.  (No  dateO    Eoscoe,  460. 
54.  Do.  Aug.  7  [1716].    Eoscoe,  488. 
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^y[Aj>AU, — Knoe  you  prefer  three  hundred 


56.  Pope  to  Mn.  Knight  Short  note  requesting  Mrs.  £  to  defer 
her  appointmeif  with  Mrs.  Bloont  (Martha)  until  he  shonld 
see  her,  as  he  was  oompelledto  go  out  of  town  on  business  the 
following  week. 

The  foreffoing  are  all  the  Pope  letters  in  this  oollection. 
A  copy  of  the  epigram  on  Bentley  is  also  in  the  poet's  hand- 
writing (See  **  Epigrams"  in  MisoeUaneous  Poems),  and  the 
following  statement  at  the  unfortunate  affimy  in  whioh  Sayage 
was  engaged  in  1727 : 

«CASB  Of  BICHABn  81YAGS  AND  GBBQ0B.T. 

''The  case  of  Mr.  Bibhard  Savage,  Marchant,  and  Qregoiy,  Ac,  in 
an  affray  that  happened  at  Eobinson's  Goffee4iouM,  between  them 
and  Nunal  and  Smmair,  since  dead— Marohant  having  no  sword. 

''It  appeared  on  evidence  on  the  trial  that  the  quairel  began  hw 
Msrohantrs  throwing  down  the  table  in  the  coffee-room^  on  whion 
nothing  stood,  nor  anybody  sitting  round  it»  Nuttal  and  his  oompsny 
havinff  just  1^  the  table,  and  were  paying  their  reckoning.  UDcm 
tluowing  down  the  table  four  swords  were  drawn.  It  ojpfitni  (kmr 
aU  four  iwordi  wen  drawn  b^fbrem^wmndwMffw^ 

"It  was  sworn  by  Nuttal  and  ms  w ^.  that  Mr.  GrQgoi^ past 

Mr.  Sinddr^s  sword  when  Savage  gave  him  ue  wound.  But  it  ap- 
peared from  the  evidence  of  the  defendant,  that  both  these  were  per- 
jured, for  the  w swore  she  never  had  been  but  <mee  htfam  im  ier 

^  at  the  said  Eobinson's  Coffee-house,  and  that  she  never  saw  Nuttal 
M  onoB  beftfre,  which  last  he  also  swore.  The  woman  of  the  coffee- 
house attested  that  she  had  lived  with  her  ahofoe  nine  wumihe.  And 
another  evidence  swore  that  Sindair,  Nuttal,  and  Jane  Leader  all  co- 
habited together  fbr  three  wumihi  in  one  honse  in  Soothwaik.  One 
Lembury,  who  was  of  their  company,  swore  that  he  saw  Savase  gpe 
the  wonnd,  and  did  not  see  Gregory  at  the  same  time^  his  back  bSng 
toward  Gregory  and  his  face  to  Savage  and  Sindair.  Lembury  had 
noswcnd. 

"  Great  numbers  of  eentlemen  appeared  to  th^  diaracter  of  Ssvage 
and  Gregoiy,a8  men  of  a  peaceable  disposition  and  fidr  credit  Seve- 
ral witnesses  of  good  repute  were  produced  as  to  the  infamous  cha- 
racters of  Nuttal  and  Sinclair,  but  they  were  not  aUowed  to  enter 
into  any  particolars. 

"/iNiE^MMi/.— The  Court  was  of  opinion  that  a  coffbe^txmi,  althoo^ 
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a  public  room  by  day,  was  not  so  in  the  m^kt  when  a  set  of  oompan j 
was  drinldnff  in  it. 

"  N.B.— It  appeared  that  the  nnhappy  genUemen  were  shown  into 
a  room  without  anj  fire  in  it  first,  which  occasioned  their  going  into 
the  coffee-room  as  the  others  paid  their  reckoning. 

"  The  Cknirt  also  was  of  opmion  that  when  an  nnlawfol  act  is  done 
and  murder  cmsues,  aU  the  companj  are  equalW  ffmltr;  that  these 
men  had  no  right  to  go  into  the  ooifee-roomj  ana  tibat  the  original  of 
this  Q]GuaTel  proceeded  from  Marchanf  s  throwing  down  the  taUe. 

"TheCourt  directed  the  jurj  to  bring  them  in  all  three  guiltj  of 
murder.  The  juir  brought  m  a  verdict  that  Marohant  was  guilty  of 
manslaughter,  ana  Savage  and  Gr^gorj  of  wilfid  murder.** 

This  acoount  of  the  transaction  by  Pope  is  hurried  and 
oonfuBed,  but  it  is  needlesa  entering  into  a  case  so  well 
known,  and  familiar  to  all  jBrom  Johnson's  Life  of  Sava^. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  Savage  gave  the  death-wound  to  Sin- 
dair,  but  it  was  in  a  confusdl  midnight  brawl^  withont  pre- 
meditation. Page,  the  judge  who  tried  the  caaOy  immortalised 
by  Pope— 

**  Hard  words  or  hangiiig  if  yoor  Judge  \m  Pag«^— 

treated  Savage  with  heartlesa  inaolence  and  cruelty,  but  the 
unhappy  poet  was  pardoned  by  the  Queen  at  the  interoession 
of  the  Countess  of  Hertford. 

In  the  library  at  Mapledurham  are  several  works  which 
had  formed  purt  of  Pope's  bequest  of  sixty  volumes  to 
Martha  Blount.  None  of  them  have  marginal  remarks  by 
the  poet,  or  possess  value  as  rare  or  originaleditions.  There 
is  no  copy  or  anj  of  Warburton's  annotated  editions.  Glo- 
ver^s  ''Leonidas,"  quarto,  is  marked  by  Pope,  ^'Auctoria 
Sonum,  A.  Pope,  1787."  Martha  Blount  had  possMsed 
portraits  of  the  poet — one  a  three-quarters  picture  by  JetfBB, 
Btm  at  Mapledurham ;  another  is  thus  described  in  a  letter 
wpparently  written  to  Teresa  hr  the  Bev.  W.  S^ey;  Bector  of 
Ackworth,  near  Pomfret,  Yoricshire,  and  dated  October  8, 
1744 :  ^  I  b^  my  complimenta  to  Madam  Martha,  and  pray 
tell  her  I  did  a  thrng  by  her  which  in  cool  blood  lam 
ashamed  of.  She  made  me  so  happy  in  the  two  pictures  of 
Mr.  Pope,  and  gave  me  my  choice  of  them,  that^  beins  in  too 
great  a  hurry  to  wait  for  meeting  her  at  her  house,  I  allied 
alone  and  enose  'em.    I  have  ainoe  repented  of  the  action 
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(whicli  you  know  is  all  a  man  can  do  eren  to.his  Maker)  and 
left  the  pictures  behind  me,  thab  she  may  see  them  before 
their  departure  into  the  country.** 

LXTTIB  on  ZBBBBA  BLOUHT. 

We  have  giyen  the  only  letter  by  Martha  Blount  in  this 
oolleotion  (antdf  p.  878]^  The  following  is  also  the  only  one 
from  the  pen  of  her  sister  Teresa.  B  is  addressed  to  her 
nephew,  **  Michael  Blount,  Esq.,  at  Winchester  in  Hants,'* 
and  was  written  on  a  melancholy  occasion,  the  death  of  her 
brother.  Teresa  is  alwa^jrs  said  to  have  possessed  wit  and 
abilities  supericnr  to  her  sister ;  but  she  oerfcainly  could  not 
write  or  spell  so  wdL  We  hare  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
preser?e  tne  original  orthography  of  these  letters,  which  only 
confuses  the  rcHider ;  and,  in  fact,  eren  the  greatest  men  of 
that  period — Swift,  Pope,  Addison,  &c., — were  careless  and 
irregular  in  their  orthography: 

^'DxAB  S1B9— Li  sorrow  like  ours  ifs  impertinent  to  talk  of  com- 
fort God  in  proper  season  blows  when  it's  fit  for  us  to  fed  it  The 
death  of  your  father  was  so  hesfy  a  shock  to  me  that  I  can  nerer 
again  have  the  eqoaL  I  loved  him  more  than  I  can  teD,  or  than  he 
ever  coold  imagine— nnalterable  to  him  had  God  spared  him  to  the 
oldest  age  of  man.  I  loved  none  so  well  cmeartii,  unless  my  dear  old 
moiher.  On  her  I  hope  to  double  n^  love— happy  if  I  can  in  any 
way  sofmfy  the  loss  of  her  son.  Yon,  my  dear  GhiI4  also  (I  trast  in 
God)  wul  he  a  comfort  to  her  old  age;  bnt^  for  me,  I  can  have  no 
expectation  to  find  any  to  take  a  brother's  part  in  irbit  oenoerns  me. 
I  beg  yoall  excuse  me  if  I  am  not  myself  at  this  time,  when  perhaps 
you  are  as  deploraUe  as  L  We  wait  the  news  of  my  brother  being 
miried— I  beg  you  let  me  know  where  and  when.  His  happy  death, 
I  hope,  has  mtSie  him  happy;  but  such  a  death  makes  us  more  sen- 
sible how  valuable  a  crewure  is  taken  from  us.  Ify  mother  bids  me 
svf  she  pravs  for  n^  sistei^s  comfort  TiU  she  is  a  little  more  reoon- 
cded,  she  stays  not  to  tronblB  her  too  soon,  nor  more  than  is  needful, 
witiirepetitions  of  eondolenoe.  When  over,  you'll  let  me  hear  from  jou, 
or  whmever  you'll  think  me  capable  of  serving  either  my  sister  or  vou. 
I  b^  dear  ooildren,  jou'H  believe  me  a  kind  and  toider  friend  to 
you  both.  My  hourt  aches  for  you.  I  have  jour  interest  at  heart 
equal  with  my  own.  Tour  fathers  merits  will  always  make  you  dear 
to  me.  I  have  caaij  yonrselfes  to  be  anxious  for— God  direct  you  iu 
thebasardousageyouarenowin!    My  sister  Patty  wiUwrite  to  you 
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next  poet.    I  wait  with  impatience  to  baye  a  letter  from  yoiu    Mj 
dear  dM,  e?  er  yonzs,  Tbbxsa.  Blount. 

•*  NoTvmber  tlie  10th,  1789.** 

There  is  heart  in  this  letter.  Teresa's  nephew,  to  whom 
it  is  addressed,  was  then  in  his  twentieth  year,  and  the  bro- 
ther whose  loss  she  deplores,  died  at  the  a^  of  forfy-six. 
The  latter  almost  rained  the  estate  by  gamblmff.  Her  mo- 
ther lived  to  the  Bge  of  eight/,  and  di^  March  81, 1748. 

In  the  libraiT  at  Mapledurham  is  a  cop;^  of  Pope's  Works, 
ToL  i.,  1717,  richly  bound  in  morocco,  ana  inscribe  in  Pope's 
hand,  ^  Teresa  Maria  Blonnt,  given  by  the  Author."  On 
another  blank  leaf  at  the  end  of  the  vdame  is  written,  *'  Sent 
to  the  Widow  Blonnt  bj  her  affectionate  sister,  Maria  Teresa 
Blonnt."    The  Christian  names  are  here  reveived. 

A  few  more  letters  from  the  Mapledurham  ooUeotion  will 
not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader : 

XBS.  HOW^BD  (OOUHTSSS  OV  BUnOLX)  TO  UAJLTBJL  BLOXnfT. 

Swift  said  that  Martha  Blonnt  was  a  good  conrtier  at 
Bichmond ;  but  here  we  have  Mrs.  Howard  making  the  first 
advances.  These  letters  were,  of  course,  written  during  the 
time  that  Mrs.  Howard  was  one  of  the  bedchamber  women 
at  the  brilliant  little  court  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales  at  Bichmond.  The  first  of  the  letters  must  have  been 
written  after  1718,  when  the  Prince  made  the  lodge  at  Bich- 
mond his  Bommer  residence;  and  the  second  after  1726, 
when  Mrs.  Howard's  house.  Marble  Hall,  was  built.  Mrs. 
Howard's  calm  good  sense  and  discretion  are  seen  in  these, 
as  in  aU  her  other  letters : 

«  Sidunoiid  Lodge,  July  8. 

''Mt  DiAH  Mbs.  BwuKi. — ^I  have  this  instant  recemd  your  letter, 
but  1  beg  it  mi^  be  the  last  with  formal  'Madam'  at  the  top,  cnr  so 
respectM  a  distance  kept  afterwards.  Giyihty  and  good-breeding 
nugr  make  the  ties  of  friendship  most  lasting^  bat  ceremony  is  inoom- 
paGUe  with  it  1  neyer  piODOsed  this  coirespondenoe  oat  of  any 
sort  of  vanity  whateyer,  bat  omy  as  a  help  in  absence  to  aooomplian 
what  1  have  so  very  mndh  at  heart— 4he  settlnu^  a  friendship  between 
us;  and  there  is  an  absolateneoewity  to  banish  evenrthing  that  may 
retod  the  pcosiess.  Yoa  tell  me  yon  can't  help  oemg  a  Strang 
with  ne,  thoo^p  yoor  indinaiions  are  in  my  frryoor.    Tms  is  owmg 
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to  a  fault  that  haa  manj  beautiflB  (and  lifcUe  known  what  I  lifo),  and 
a  yon  pentat  in  the  particiilary  I  can  laj  no  daim  to  the  character 
wiUioat  the  greitet  aD|»dkenBionB  that  j^ 
wiah  or  can  be  aatiafiea  yon  ahonld. 

'*A.  Court  18  indeed  a  large  field  abonnding  with  taiieU  of  aob- 
jeota  to  write  opon;  and  time  will  enoourage  me  to  mak  ne^  to 
yon  wpoa  aooh  thuiffa  as  oooor  to  me.  Bat  efen  our  little  tattle  ia 
80  often  attended  with  ill-natored  oonseqaences,  that  I  had  rather  jon 
shoold  hereafter  know  mjopinicm  of  persona  and  thhfp  88  proofii  of 
the  confidence  I  haye  in  yoor  disoretion  than  say  anjthmg  now,  when 
it  can  onl^  look  as  if  I  were  fond  of  scandal  Ear  bdiefe  me^  dear 
Ifo.  Bbontytwen^  women  don't  Ure  together  without  a  mat  deal 
Ton  mnst  not  think  from  what  I  haye  said  I  have  any  dimdwine  of 
yon;  imon  my  word  my  inclinations  woold  cany  me  strong^  another 
way  if  I  did  not  guard  against  yonr  thinking  me  impnulent  if  I  pnr- 
sned  them  too  soon,  and  pcihtte  you  would  snraect  the  sinoerity  of 
so  eady  a  confidence,  and  benefe  yoors  was  the  rec^tkm  of  erery 
other  acqoaintance.  Bnt  I  hope  I  shall,  m  the  continnance  of  ovrs, 
give  yon  proofe  of  a  Tery  particnlar  eateem. 

*'ioa  Teiy  oUusni^  tell  me  an  aoooont  of  myself  wiU  he  so- 
oqitahte,  which  wm  encoorage  me  to  talk  upon  so  ill  a  snlgeot.  I 
hare  not  had  a  fit  of  the  heMache  since  I  saw  yon,  but  I  haye  been 
yen  mndi  ont  of  order  for  two  days  past  But  mat  paina  or  mis> 
fortimss  make  the  less  of  either  kina  Tery  snnportMiIe.  I  hear  going 
ont  of  town  is  abadkitely  necessary  for  yonr  health;  why  shoohi  thn 
be  neglected?  I  approre  your  pmdenoe  in  other  things^  but  cannot 
aDow  yonr  comnlianoe  to  other  people's  hnmour  in  this  particQisr  as 
any  mark  of  this  distinguished  put  of  your  character.    It  is  im- 

nlde  to  answer  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter  otherwise  than 
jpeating  what  Mr.  Pope  has  so  often  told  me,  that  you  waa  so 
rary  sincere  that  you  nerer  said  what  you  did  not  think.  But  I  hare 
a  great  many  yeiy  good  reasons  to  give,  if  I  was  not  a&aid  you 
w(mld  be  uneasy  to  hear  them,  why  I  am  so  yeiy  much  your  afmst. 
humble  serrt.— H.  Howabd." 

«  BidrnMod  Lodgib  Aqg- ^ 

**1  haye  been  absent  firom  the  Lodge  since  I  saw  you,  or  ebe 
I  should  certainly  haye  writ  to  you,  my  dear  Mn.  Bkmnt;  for  I  do 
assure  you,  I  dmi't  care  to  haye  a  week  pass  without  hesnnff  tnm. 
you;  and  I  find  I  must  not  yet  hope  you  will  write  to  me  out  in 
answer  to  thoee  I  write  to  you.  John  Qaj  has  told  me  you  mi  wdl 
to  town.  I  find  his  journey's  still  undetermined.  The  fimuy  Fthe 
Buke  of  Qoeensberij's]  talk  of  goinjg  but  he  haa  ]ret  reoemd  no 
'orders,  so  that  I  begm  to  hope  they  wu  kaye  him  bwid:  and  ainoe 
he  win  not  come  into  the  resolution  of  quitting  them,  I  wiu  him  gone 
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from  them  even  this  mj,  tiiongfa  I  own  it  the  worst,  rather  than  he 
ahonld  continne  in  their  familj. 

**I  am  now  in  waiting;  and  if  Mr.  Pope  has  returned  from  Lord 
Oobham's  I  hope  joa  wul  settle  %  daj  for  mj  sedng  jonhere.  Ihafe 
inquired  about  Lord  Thomond's  house,  and  am  ioformed  thejr  desiirn 
to  come  to  it  themselves  yerj  soon.  I  cannot  help  wiuang  the 
nnisanoe  yoor  familj  complained  of  maj  continae,  smce  'tis  the  onlj 
prospect  1  have  that  you  will  pass  anj  time  in  the  coonUy.  Maj 
ererjthing  that  is  pleasant  and  agreeable  attend  yon!  And  eTCiythinff 
that  is  otherwise  attend  those  yrbo  donH  eonsolt  yoor  hedUi  ana 
hwppiness  in  evenr  drcnmstance !  I  am  sure  I  hare  not  cursed  my- 
seunor  my  neighoour  cross  the  water.  I  am  rery  impatient  for  us 
three  to  hare  a  party  at  Marble  HaU.  If s  a  Tcry  distant  prospect: 
but  I  shall  nerer  think  I  can  at  all  radge  of  man  or  womankind 
if  some  Tears  hence  we  are  not  as  glad  to  meet  each  other.  I  will 
answer  for  mTsell  I  shall  then  be  as  I  am  now,  dour  Madam,  your 
Tciy  faithful,  humble  ser?ant."    (No  signature.) 

KI88  JLITN  ABBUTHirOT  TO  ICABTHii  BLOinnF. 

Aim  Arbathnot  had  something  of  the  spirit  of  her  father. 
So  said  Pope,  and  the  subjoined  oommunication  attests  the 
truth  of  the  remark: 

*'DsAB  Mjjdak,— Though  I  haye  e?er  esteemed  the  satisfaction  of 
writing  to  a  friend  the  Terr  next  in  deme  to  that  of  sedng  one,  I 
do  not  belieye  just  now  tbat  yon  would  hafe  had  the  teouUe  of 
answeringthis,  had  there  not  been  added  to  it  a  violent  curiositr  to 
flratiff.  Ion  must  know  I  am  now  at  Mr.  ManviUain's,  at  Moiden. 
Xestorday  comes  half  a  buck  directed  to  mei  with  orders  to  a  Mrs. 
BelHngen  to  inquire  at  Mrs.  Bkmnt  where  I  liTcd.  I  suppose  an 
inquiry  was  made,  and  myjpeople  at  home  sent  it  to  me.  Now,  I  can 
by  no  means  in  the  worldflnd  out  whocouM  send  me  half  a  buck  that 
Imew  so  little  of  me  as  not  to  know  my  phuw  of  residence,  espedallr 
as  I  hare  lived  in  it  six  years.  Hau  a  buck  is  a  present  to  sena 
to  a  dear  and  only  child--4he  utmost  proof  of  esteem  and  regard. 
One  that  would  do  that  is  within  an  inch  of  sacrificing  their  lires  for 
one.  Don't  wonder  now  at  my  curiosity.  Fm  certain  the  renison 
will  ne?er  digest  on  my  stomach  till  I  niow  the  pnn;  besides  the 
ingratitude  of  eating  such  a  quantity  without  drmking  the  donor's 
heilth,  by  name  or  title,  is  what  I  cannot  bear.  Ihe  family  I 
am  with  feel  nothing  of  this  but  joy  in  the  gift,  and  bless  bounteous 
Heaven,  nerer  aski^  nor  seddng  the  human  second  cause  that  con- 
▼eyed  it  to  us.  Now,  dear  madam,  let  this  be  inquired  after  from  Mrs. 
Bellingen,  and  if  you  write  me  a  letter  by  the  penny  post,  directed  to 
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Mr.  MkiTiDaiii,  st  MordeiL  near  Miteham,  8iirr^— I  say,  madam,  if 
Toa  take  the  pauu  to  gratify  me  in  this,  I  wiU  take  oara  of 
tor7oa--<Hihcinri8e^d^endnBonit,nogowntfai8y^  Bont 

wonder  st  the  haughtmeaa  ot  the  threat:  I  nerer  soooeea  so  weU  as 
wt^BBi  I  mix  a  layer  of  entreatiea  with  a  layer  of  threatenjngn  to- 
gether. lCadam»  i  am,  with  the  latmoft  regard  and  esteem,  your 
hnmUe  senrant^— Am  ABBUxmroK. 

u  Moidn,  Avnt  tfaA  27tfa,  174S.** 

BIPDT  IXOTD. 

Among  tlie  most  intimate  of  the  friends  and  correspon- 
dents of  Martha  Bloiuit  was  Bridget  Iloyd,  the  companion 
of  Lady  Betty  Germain,  and  the  subject  of  one  of  Swift's 
happiest  complimentary  effusions.  Her  letters  to  Miss 
Blount  express  the  warmest  affection  and  confidence.  In 
the  sprinff  of  1728,  Lady  Betty  and  Miss  Floyd  went  to 
Trance,  latere  they  resided  above  a  twelyemonth,  and  the 
latter  seems  to  have  kept  up  a  close  correspondence  with 
Miss  Blount.    A  few  extracts  are  subjoined : 

**Sf.  OemaiMi,  21st  Mar,  1728.— I  often  wiah  for  yon,  thondi 
I  fancy  yoa  would  not  like  the  Ufe  here.  But  that  you  may  be  able 
to  iTidge  I  will  teU  you  what  we  do  from  moniiiig  tiu  niiB^t  We  rise 
early,  and  the  deront  pray  most  part  of  the  morning,  so  I  have  that 
time  to  myselL  We  dine  at  hair  an  hour  after  one,  and  then  Ladr 
Betty  either  oomes  to  me  or  I  so  to  her,  and  so  we  work  together  tin 
six,  when  we  pray  again,  and  then  go  a-waUdng  tiH  half  an  nonr  after 
nine,  at  which  time  we  sup  and  go  to  bed. Twenty  nightin- 
gales are  singing  round  me. 

"  The  want  of  you  is,  without  a  compliment,  one  of  my  ohiefest  re- 
grets, exo^  the  loss  of  those  I  must  nerer  hope  to  see  ajnin-— I 
mean  my  poor  father  and  mother.    And  for  my  jojs,  ther  wm  never 
be  great  till  I  can  meet  you  at  Olirer's  Monn^  idiich  1  had  rather 
see  than  all  the  fine  things  here,  though  I  have  been  last  week  at 
Yersailles.    Poor  Mr.  Ca^U  was  there,  and  was  so  good  as  to  invite 
me  thither.    It  is  very  fine,  even  beyond  what  I  hMl  imagined,  but 
stiU  Oliver's  Mount  for  my  money !" 
*'Si.  Garmaitu,  Axufpast  17,  1723.— I  have  made  Lady  Betty 
ouainted  with  you,  and  I  believe  you  would  be  pleased 
she  is  the  best  creature  in  the  world.    1  own  I  did  not 
ler  at  first;  I  really  do  now,  and  she  is  the  only  one  here 
^th.    I  say  live  with,  because  we  never  are  asunder  but 
Bep.  I  hear  Lord  Peterborough  is  at  Paris.  1  wiah  he  had 
'.  Pope.    Pray  my  humble  services  to  him.    1  am  much 
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oUiged  1^  bis  kind  lememhrinoe  of  me,  and  ahall  be  Teiy  glad  if  he 
take  me  m  his  war  to  Balj,  where  he  tiOked  of  goinff." 

''/m^  11th,  17%1--I  was  last  Fddaj  to  see  a  <^tiunff  [enten^ 
mm]  at  Poiasy;  and  almost  cried  mjr  ^es  oat— not  for  the  mm,  for  1 
think  them  the  httmiest  people  in  toe  wodd  ^  but  for  her  father,  who 
was  readj  to  fareai  nis  heart  to  part  wi&  his  child.  The  abbas  in- 
vited ns  Bain  to  a  profession  next  Friday.  1  am  as  impatient  as  a 
child  till  the  daj  oomes  for  these  sort  of  {nings,  which  hit  my  fancj 
mooL  They  are  at  |«e8ent  pretty  busy  aboiu  converting  me— poor 
Mr.  Gaiyll  bmn  it.  If  they  soooeed  yon  wiU  see  me  no  more  bat 
throoghagraie;  bnt  I  believe  thero  is  no  danger." 

In  1781  Miss  Eloyd  waa  again  m  Erance,  on  her  way 
apparently  to  Italy.  She  writes  to  Martha  Blount:  "  I  can- 
not condole  with  you  for  the  loss  of  Madam  Hervey's  friend- 
ship, because  it  is  long  since  I  thought  it  not  worth  having. 
I  hear  her  brother  haa  changed  hia  religion,  and  got  a  com* 
mission  in  the  Foot  Ghiards,  a  sign  I^dy  Wortley  haa  no 
longer  any  influence  upon  Um."  It  mi^  interest  some  of 
our  lady  readers  to  know  that  Miss  Hoy d  purchased  for  her 
friend  a  new  gown  in  Paris,  which  cost  286  livrea,  a  sum 
''  under  ten  pounds*" 

XB8.  mLBOV. 

We  have  mentioned  this  lady  as  a  sort  of  BIue-stockiDg 
friend  of  the  poet's,  and  we  transcribe  one  of  her  letters  to 
Teresa  Blount.  Such  epistles,  though  trifling,  afford  glimpses 
of  past  manners  and  customs : 

''Not  an  the  harry  I  am  in,  nor  those  other  excuses  I  midb|t  make 
if  I  had  the  inclination,  shall  prevent  my  salating  my  dear  jSmpress 
the  first  pacquet  I  send  to  luiMarham;  and  pierform  my  promise 
of  finding  all  the  little  occaxrences  of  bve  and  news  I  can  pick  np 
here.  I  am  lost  come  from  viewing  the  necklace  and  pcoidant^ 
which  woold  nave  shone  much  brighfir  aboat  yoor  fur  neck;  bat 
by  a  random  tarn  of  fate  have  jast  now  gone  to  yoor  rival  Theday 
of  marriage  is  not  yet  fixed;  bat  had  I  been  at  home  to^v  when 
Mrs.  Weston  purposed  me  a  visit,  I  should  have  been  able  to  give 
you  a  better  account  of  the  whole  affidr.  I  am  told  both  sisters  and 
the  brother  attend  the  bride  and  bridegroom  to  Sherborne  for  one 
week;  but  whether  they  part  there,  or  go  all  to  High  Meadow,  I 
cannot  yet  learn.  Mr.  Gage  has  made  himself  a  bhick  coat,  whkh 
came  into  his  lodging  when  a  friend  of  mine  was  by.  He  asked  him 
whether  he  woula  mourn  at  his  weddmgP    'No,' he  told  him;  'but 
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be  woold  wear  bis  weddinj^  tuit  upon  the  day,  bat  moum  %  monib 
after,  beonise  be  was  mamecL'  I  bear  bemakes  no  newHTeriesor 
equipage  of  any  kind  bat  a  ooaob.  He  told  bis  brotber  tbe  otber 
day  be  would  keep  a  boose  in  town,  and  two  in  tbe  ooantxy,  andoom- 
pated  bis  namber  of  servants  to  be  forty !  Mt  Lady  Qmof  is  not 
yet  well,  tboos^  sbe  goes  oat,  and  I  faner  will  be  in  town  alTwinter. 
The  Haxqois  or  Ami  proves  to  be  a  man  ot  goalitr,  bat  not  one  groat 
of  sobstuioe.  The  reason  why  the  Ereneb  Anunasador  refosed  to 
proteot  bim  was  bis  debts,  and  tbe  want  of  any  possibility  of  payinc 
them,  and  b}s  indmaiion  to  get  credit  of  all  tradesmen  \rbo  woala- 
tnist  bim.  ....  The  elections  for  members  in  tbe  City  have  lasted 
nine  days,  and  are  carried  so  high  that  since  I  came  to  town  my  Lord 
Mayor  received  a  blow  in  tbe  ooart,  and  swords  were  drawn  several 
tinies.  Thia^  liadam,  is  all  mv  tune  will  permit  to  nigbt  Some  of 
it,  I  hope,  will  be  news :  bat  I  sbonld  be  extremdy  concerned  if  ifc 
sboold  DC  any  to  yoa  that  I  am,  witb  tbe  utmost  smcerity  and  in- 
clination. Madam,  yoar  obliged,  bomble  servant, 

"VL  Nxuoir. 
•'OotSBrd.** 

There  are  several  letten  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gtunley, 

written  from  Bengal,  and  from  Mrs.  M.  Beckford,  dated 

from  Fort  QeoTm,  New  York,  and  Janudca;  also  from  Sir 

Edward  and  Imj  Swinburne,  1712,  and  Mattbew  Bwin- 

bume,  1704  to  1768.    Mr.  L.  Scbrader,  attached  to  tbe 

Court  of  Hanover,  1726,  was  also  a  frequent  correspondent. 

He  seems  to  bave  bad  some  direction  in  tbe  studies  of 

Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  and  among  other  tasks  he  set  the 

Prince  to  read  Pope's  Homer :  ''  I  reM  some  lines  vrith  him. 

Ebving  got  the  taste  of  it,  he  read  on;  and  the  next  day, 

coming  into  his  room,  without  his  nerceiving  me,  I  catched 

him  with  Homer.    He  has  now  nnished  the  14th  Book. 

Most  part  of  it  he  haa  read  himself.  He  does  not  trnderstand 

all,  but  he  fancies  he  does.    I  have  read  Mr.  Pope's  preface 

to  Sbakspieare  with  him,  that  he  mijght  see  how  men  of  great 

of  books  and  learning.    I  want  to  have  him 

d  right,  and  get  the  judgment  of  an  honest, 

mc^  man ;  to  mistrust  and  slight  wit,  and 

if  sense.    I  tell  bim  every  day  that  he  must 

lense.  ...  I  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  famous 

Iter  Baleigh  to  Prince  Henr}' ;  he  likes  it  so 

[eve  he  knows  it  by  heart." 

correspondents  address  her  in  affectionate 
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and  confiding  langniaff^— •  proof  of  tbe  respect  and  esteem 
in  which  she  was  liela— ana  they  senerally  introduce  some 
compliment  or  inqoiry  concerning  her  friend  the  poet 

THB  HOV.  BOBIBT  DIOBT  TO  POPS. 

This  was  probably  the  laet  letter  addressed  to  Pope  by  his 
amiable  friend  Bobert  Digby,  who  died  April  19th,  1726 : 

*<  HooM  Lmj,  near  Hflnford,  J11I7  Snd,  1726. 

«•  Dbab  SiBy— Whilst  we  were  lefleeiiiifflast'iiifl^t  (m  our  late  en* 
tertainmenl  with  jooraelf  and  John  Gi^  at  lUskms  [Lord  BathiUBt*8] 
I  leoeiTed  jonr  doable  letter.  Your  miezpeoted  oomiog  in  upon  ns 
and  makmg  part  of  our  company  when  we  thought  yon  a  hondred 
miles  oC  maoe  the  rest  of  the  n^t  veiy  joyful  to  us.  I  must  do  an 
odd  thing  for  once,  and  gife  yon  on  aoooimt  of  your  own  reception; 
for  thoufli  we  knew  ounelfes  to  be  in  company  with  you,  jA  yon 
knew  niN  the  same  of  us.  There  was  as  general  a  joy,  and  your 
names  were  echoed  in  the  same  manner  as  is  usual  at  the  first  entrance 
of  a  candidate  for  Member  of  Pariiament  into  a  boroufffa.  We  drunk 
your  healths  often  and  heartily,  and  commended  mu&  your  not  for- 
getting ns  who  so  often  remembered  you,  and  have  made  yon  par^ 
uough  an  invisible  one,  of  our  society.  Obsenrinff  in  your  letter 
that  you  haye  joined  hands,  I  will  not  separate  jon,  but  wiU  write  to 
yon  as  one  person;  snd  I  shall  think  myself  obhged  to  do  so  tilll  see 
yon  diforoed  from  the  same  pen  and  pi^per.  Though  yon  may  say 
yondudlthinkofusatRiakan8,yetwe  JDumthe  comnanr,  whoever 
they  are,  that  you  shall  wait  on  thither,  wffl  wipe  out  of  your  me* 
mdy  that  of  which  we  were  part  New  ]^easnres  in  the  temple,  in 
the  greenhouse,  snd  nottOb  will  only  hereaher  be  remembered  by  yon 
with  those  fair  faces  that  aooompamed  them. 

''How  rural  we  are!  is  an  exclamation  should  hare  come  hence  to 
you,  for  from  Ton  to  us  it  sounds  not  serious.  If  you  are  reallT  fond 
of  all  which  that  word  signiiles,  you  must  come  away  with  the  in- 
nocence Tou  reioice  in  hither  a  hundred  miles  into  the  country,  where 
I  am  autnorised  hj  the  lady  of  the  place  to  tell  you  yon  will  be  nuat 
wdoome,  and  whoe  I  will  say  you  are  both  more  wished-lbr  than  a 
gandola  by  Lord  Bathnrst  Had  I  been  with  you  and  John  Gay 
iHien  the  ducks  lately  inyaded  you,  my  stomach  would  have  been 
more  up,  I  find,  at  sudi  an  enemy  than  nis,  and  I  thinki  ahonhihaTe 
given  in  to  the  kitchen  an  account  of  some  prisoners.  The  salmon  he 
eqMcted  Old  Thames  should  bimg  into  the  kitchen,  I  should  have 
oqieeted  from  him  who  calls  himwlf  a  fisherman.  How  indolent 
does  he  picture  himself  to  ns  actire  spirits  here,  where  his  art  may 
takfl^  if  fortune  cross  him  not,  some  nuge  salmon  of  dimensions 
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wodby  to  be  reoorded  bj  bis  own  pencil  oa  the  kitohea  wall,  and 
irhan  it  maj  lemain  a  ooph j  of  bis  skill  in  ilsheiy.  80  shall  b» 
name  be  mb  (peak  amonff  the  oooks  and  fishennen  as  Casai's  among 
the  meii  of  war  I  He  Inows  not  bow,  in  this  sphere  of  Hfe^  such 
wotkB  as  these  immortalise  a  man. 

''I  hope  Lord  Bathorst,  ^diose  intentions  were  soon  to  sorm 
these  parts,  w31  seduce  yon  both  to  oome  with  him.  Yet  I  wonld 
not  wish  Gt J  so  ht  from  'RirJimond,  to  the  min  of  aaj  intenst  he 
maj  bare  begun  to  make  there  by  a  dose  attrmdanne.  Ion  mnst  ex- 
peot  when  yon  eome  here  profound  tranqaQHtj.  There  is  no  noise  of 
ooaohes,  horses,  or  chariots— the  silenoe  of  the  fields  and  woods  sur- 

Ces  imagiiwlncm.  Pray,  when  tou  next  see  Mrs.  Howard,  gnre  my 
bfe  serriee  to  her,  and  ask  wnether  she  knows  that  a  scene  like 
tins  is  propel^  the  oonntry  when  she  wishes  to  lire  in  it :  or  whether 
she  lores  the  country  as  you  do,  and  would  exclaim  with  tou.  How 
TuralweareatTwitenham!  I  send  you  no  news  henoe:  fiir  though 
the  fooleries  of  the  town  are  good  entertainment,  those  of  the  counby 
arenot  IfindtheMrs.BlountsareinnoasesnonoftheirEidunona 
house,  and  find  all  imaginahle  pleasuie  Jnere.  I  ahaU  ever  remember 
TOUT  good  mother,  lus.  Pope^  and  baye  jou  in  my  hearty  whose 
neaUh  and  urosperitf  in  all  thnigs,with  the  same  bear^  wishea  to 
John  Gay,  shall  oonolude  this,  thac  already  is  too  long,  and  a  smocve 
adieu  to  Dotb  of  you  from  your  friend  and  serfsn^ 

''My  brother  is  well  at  Pazis." 

DATID  MAUJBT  TO  FOPB. 

The  two  foIlowing*letter8  appear  to  bave  been  writt^i  by- 
Mallet  when  he  held  the  office  of  trayeUingtntortotbeBon^ 
Pope's  friend,  Mrs.  Newebam,  the  sister  Gl  Onm.  Of  the 
first,  Pope  writes  to  Mrs.  Newsham:  ''I  had  tiSe  most  en- 
tertaining  letter  iinaeinable  from  I 

sent  it  to  our  friena  Patty,  and  she  ^  she  is  not  stapid) 
will  heep  it,  to  show  to  jou  when  we  m  meet."  (Bosooe,  ix. 
447.)  The  sketch  of  Sir  Arthur  Owen,  his  honse  and  gar- 
den— ^an  establishment  as  tmiqne  as  Oommodore  Tramiion's 
*-is  hnmorons  and  original : 


r,  tad  Augoit  (1784]. 

''Dbab  Sn,— After  a  tedious  ramble  of  six  weeks  throu^  Sou& 
and  North  Wales,  I  am  just  arriTcd  at  Chester;  from  whence  I  do 
myself  the  pleasure  to  send  you  some  account  of  my  trsTels.  I  wish 
it  may  not  prore  altogether  uninteresting  to  you,  smce  it  is  to  me  a 
real  rsfrealmient  to  conyerse  with  you  eren  at  this  distaiuse. 
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''I  hftTe seen  nstoie  and  htunan  natue,  both  in  ibeir  nndrees; 
and,  to  say  tmih,  the  latter  espedally  is  infinitely  the  better  to  » 
l^e  oolture.  If  the  ffolden  age  was  stocked  chiefly  with  aoch  ani- 
mala,  I  heartilj  thank  fteaven  Tor  having  reserved  me  to  these  iron 
times. 

''The  ordinary  women  in  Wales  are  generally  short  and  sqaat,  ilt 
tiYonred  and  nasty.  Their  head-dress  is  a  remnant  of  coarse  blanket^ 
«nd  for  their  linen  •  .  .  .they  wear  none,  and  they  are  all  barefooted. 
But  then  they  are  wonderful^  good-natnred. 

''The  parsons  I  haye  seen  are  b^ond  all  description  astonishing. 
One  of  them,  who  has  a  liTing  of  no  less  than  liO/.  a  year,  having 
been  asked  hj  his  jpatron  the  day  he  was  ordained  priest^  why  wa  ob- 
serve the  30th  of  Jannary,  answered  serionsly.  On  aooonnt  of  our 
Blsssed  Lady's  Purification.  Though  the  story  is  incredible^  it  is 
lame.  But  then  he  kills  more  red  fame  and  hollas  louder  to  a  pack 
€i  hounds  than  any  other  man  in  the  countiT.  A  second,  whose  face 
no  Dutch  painter  could  defonn  by  a  caricatura,  had  the  impudence 
iatek  to  attempt  a  r^  on  the  bock  of  his  dak;  for,  what  is  as  odd 
as  the  resti  the  clerk  of  this  narisn  is  a  woman.  The  Sqpres  are 
rather  more  admiraUe  than  they  are  in  ISngland,  and  distinguished 
fay  the  same  attributes— a  gun  on  their  ahoulder,  a  leash  of  logs  at 
tneir  heels,  and  three  or  four  sooundreb  for  their  bosom  friends. 

"  I  saw  nothing  remarkable  in  South  Wales  except  Tenby  and 
Milford-HaYen.  Tenby  is  a  little  seaport  town  of  a  situation  most 
delightfully  romantic  it  is  built  in  form  of  a  crescent  on  a  yeir 
deep  deft,  the  sides  of  which  towards  the  sea  are  sU  orergrown  witn 
iyy,  as  the  bottom  is  washed  by  the  tide.  In  the  rod:  which  runs 
out  farthest  into  the  sea,  are  seyeral  natural  arches  of  great  height, 
and  curiouahr  adorned  with  all  the  yariety  of  fretwork  and  aheils. 
Hoe,  indeecL  to  atone  for  the  rest  of  her  countrywomen,  I  met  with 
the  greatest  beauty  I  eyer  saif,  and  yet  this  plebeian  angd,  this  god^ 
dessof  low  degree^  was  doing  the  humble  office  of  a  lack,  or  in  plain 
English,  tunung  a  spit  Mitford-Hayen  is  certauuy  a  yeiy  noble 
harbour,  and  seyeral  hundred  ships  of  burden  may  ride  safe  at  andior 
in  its  numerous  bays  and  windings. 

"In  this  countij  I  became  acquainted  with  8ir  Arthur  Owen, 
Knight  and  Baronet,  who,  by  his  own  authority,  is  Admiral  of  the 
haven  and  Yiceroy  of  Pembrokediire.  He  is  for  ever  building  and 
planting,  and  as  he  is  hisownjgardener  and  architect  his  performances 
ace  imcommon.  OridtoiL  his  mansbn-house,  is  an  enormoua  pile^ 
buU^  I  cannot  say  in  a  false  taste,  for  there  is  no  shadow  of  any 
taste  at  alL  It  has  a  yery  little  porch,  reaching  one  story  high,  and 
Mmoyed  as  iv  from  the  middle  as  possible  .which  is  just  such  another 
beauty  aa  the  nose  to  a  human  face  would  be  within  half  an  inch  of 
the  ]m  ear.  The  ceilings  of  his  rooms  are  inyerted  keds  of  ahqps, 
painted  blade  and  brown.    The  fortress  is  defended  by  twenijpieoet 
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of  oaonoii,  wliioliirefind  on  all  itjoiomgdajs;  for  ibe  kii^t  is  a 
pawionate  loTor  of  the  Court  and  of  a  mat  noise.  As  he  walked 
o?er  his  grounds,  he  erer  and  anon  tamed  his  head  to  sorrej  it  bom, 
tiie  serenl  points  of  fiew.  Hearen  onlj  can  tell  with  what  seoret  de* 
Vfjikt  Yon  remember  when  3encho  was  going  to  his  ffOTenunei^ 
liow  he  woaU  be  lookiitf  back  e?eij  momeiS  to  steal  a  g^nce  at  his 
bebred  Dapple,  when  the  grooms  had  made  him  so  fine  with  ribbons 
and  Bmsseu  laoe.  The  plantations  are  all  detached  without  regn- 
laxify  or  deaign*  They  consist  of  about  two  acres  eadi,  and  are  each 
of  tbm  strongiT  confined  within  stone  walls.  One  part  of  his  garden 
iswonderfaL  It  is  a  grore  of  near  an  acre  and  a  half;  and  hm  & 
ArUrar  desired  me  to  mount  m j  horse,  as  he  did  his,  because^  he 
said,  it  would  take  us  an  hoar  and  a  quarter  to  trayerse  it  all :  as, 
indeed,  it  did,  for  he  rode  two4U[id-thirty  courses  on  it.  Ton  must 
know  this  grore  is  cut  into  thirfy-two  waUcs,  to  answer  the  number 
of  points  in  the  mariner's  compass,  with  a  trae  in  the  centre  which 
he  calls  the  needle.  Each  of  these  walks  maj  be  about  six  foot  in 
length,  and  near  two  in  latitude.  Our  horses  and  we  threaded  every 
one  of  these,  and  this^  he  told  me,  was  boxing  the  compass.* 

"This  letter  has  alreadr  run  unto  so  greK  a  length  tliat  I  will 
sajf  nothing  of  North  Wales,  but  conclude  at  once  with  my  best 
wishes  fmr  your  health  and  happiness;  and  with  assuring  tou  that  I 
am,  in  all  places  and  on  all  occasions^  dear  sir,  your  most  afeodionate, 
hnmUe  servant,  B.  Maiut.** 

I17W.] 

''Dbab  Sir,— It  seems  strange  that  I  should  write  less  frequently 
to  you  than  to  my  other  friends,  though  I  esteem  and  love  you  more 
ihuiallofthem.  And  yet  it  is  true,  m  this  only  reason,  that  I  haye 
hardly  met  with  anything  in  the  course  of  my  trayds  hitherto  whidi 
I  think  deserves  your  attention;  and  the  design  of  this  letter  is  more 
to  have  news  from  you  of  Twitoiham  and  of  your  own  health,  than 
to  send  you  any  accounts  of  Paris  or  Qeneva.  It  is  but  a  very  poor 
compliment  to  assure  you  that  the  former  will  give  me  infinitely  more 
satiuaction  than  you  can  reoeiye  from  the  hMer. 

**1  will  say  nothing  of  Paris,  because^  though  I  lived  in  it  three 
weeks,  I  saw  that  £[rmdty--tliat  metropolis  of  dress  and  debauchery 
—01^,  as  it  were,  m  a  dream. 

**  Geneva  is  a  pretty  town,  but  of  no  great  extent.  It  is  weQ  forti- 
fied on  all  sides,  and  entertuns  a  garrison  of  about  seven  hundred 
men,  which,  however,  in  case  of  an  assault,  would  be  found  not  near 
safBcient  to  man  the  walls.    It  is  true  that  the  little  repnUio  de- 

s  Bte  Arthur  Owao,  at  appean  from  Buike's  Peerage  and  BaNoslqr, 
SoeosaM  to  Us  ilitiMr  in  1699,  and  died  hi  1768. 
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pends  diiefly  for  its  Beoorify  on  tbe  mutoil  jealousj  of  tbe  Yttntk 
DDg  and  the  Duke  of  Setoj.  The  oify  is  bmlt  on  a  nmni^  ground 
in  uie  middle  of  a  fine  plam^  agieeaUy  di?enified  with  Tmejaidiy 
meadows^  and  little  villas.  I  £ed  not  tell  you  that  the  famous 
Leman  lake  is  one  of  its  greatest  ornaments.  Though  eyerything 
looks  green  and  gay  in  the  valley  before  and  behind  ns^  where  the 
spring  is  in  foil  bloom,  yet  the  tops  of  the  high  mountains  which 
surround  us  in  a  double  range  at  the  distance  oi  about  a  league  and 
a  half,  are  still  white  with  snow,  and  even  in  this  season  afford  a 
beautijful  winter-piece. 

''As  all  puUio  spedtades  are  foibidden,  our  amusements  are  few. 
These  honm  buigners  lead  a  pUun,  uniform  life,  whidi,  if  it  is  not 
enlivened  by  many  pleasures,  is  not  ruffled  by  strong  passions;  a 
little  eommeroe,  a liUle  lovei,  and  a  vor  little  gallantry,  make  im  the 
business  and  ambition  of  the  place.  1m  whole  town  dines  regularly 
at  half  an  hour  after  twelve.  About  two  th^  form  themselves  into 
partiei^  whidi  they  call  societies,  for  cards,  wnerp,  if  a  man  is  in  an 
31  run  of  fortune,  ne  may  lose  three  or  four  shillings.  This  continues 
till  six:  and  then  all  the  little  beau  wumde  of  Geneva  appears  either 
on  the  bastions  of  their  fortifications  or  in  a  public  walk  which  thc^ 
cdl  the  Treille.  The  women  simper  at  the  men,  and  the  men  say 
silly  things  to  the  women,  till  half  an  hour  alter  seven,  when  every 
one  retoms  to  his  own  home  to  supper  and  to  bed. 

"  The  women  (who  are  neither  handsome  nor  ugly)  dress  disagree- 
ably, though  against  their  own  inclination,  for  the  mode  is  fixed  oy  a 
reform  of  the  commonwealth,  which  forbids  them  likewise  to  wear 
any  gold  or  sflver  lace  on  their  clothes.  But  that  fashionable  super- 
fluity is  indulged  to  strangers,  because  the  inhabitants  find  toeir 
account  in  it.  They  do  not  paint,  as  the  French  women  do^  to  a  de- 
gree that  at  first  very  much  shocks  an  Enghah  eye.  InParisalady's 
qualify  may  be  gucttcd  at  by  the  quantity  of  red  she  lays  on— the 
oneek  of  a  duchess  being  in  a  higher  state  of  colouring  than  that  of 
a  countess. 

"You  see  what  valuable  experience  one  gains  by  travelling!  To  be 
serious,  I  have  learned  by  it  to  prise  you  more  than  ever,  and  to 
reckon  as  the  greatest  happiness  of  my  life  the  friendship  you  have 
shown  for^  dear  sir,  your  most  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

«<D.  MaLUS.** 

HUGH  BITHSLL. 

Hugh  Betbell  was  an  early  friend  of  Pope.  He  seems  to 
bave  been  very  intimate  with  the  Mapledorham  family,  and 
through  tbia  connexion  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the 
poet.    In  the  published  correspondence  and  the  poetry  of 
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Fopdy  Mr.  Betiiell  ajipean  as  a  grave  and  aomewbat  aged 
penoiiy  anfiring  firom  aattuna.  In  the  fbUowing  letter  we 
aee  him  lirely  and  tigoroaa-—^  Tenth  at  the  prow,  and 
Ileaaaxeatthehelm:" 


TO  ua.  TumnA  biouiit. 

«<  WIggfaiftoii,  Aagoat  tii6  S8,  me. 

''Madu^— Ton  mi^t  b^gin  to  think  I  had  forgot  (which  is  not 
poHihle)  this  promise  I  had  made  yoa  of  sending  tou  the  reoeipt  of 
the  snnff  for  the  headache,  whidi  you  should  have  nad  modi  sooner, 
but  that  I  staid  with  my  sister  in  Gbnoestershire  kmger  than  I  in- 
tended, said  only  got  here  three  days  ago.  When  I  came  to  Yo^k,  it 
happened  to  be  jnst  at  the  time  of  the  races,  and  theie  was  so  mnch 
company  that,  uistead  of  being  {;ot  to  the  oonntry,  I  began  to  faagr 
Dfyself  m  London;  and  oar  Pdais  Boyal  wanted  nothing  to  make  it 
not  inferior  to  the  J^Nmish  Ambassadcn^s  bat  the  two  lus.  Bloants. 
Among  the  resi»  I  was  agreeahlr  surprised  to  meet  with  our  fiaend 
Wich,  who,  not  content  with  his  conquests  in  the  south,  comes  to 
triumph  oyer  us  in  the  north.  Many  a  oountij  squire  who,  before 
that  ne  arrived,  was  happy  in  the  affwtions  of  nis  mistress,  and 
thought  a  pretty  fellow,  is  now  discarded,  and  called  an  aidcward 
oreaoireb  and  tnere  is  no  bearing  of  him.  For  idiich  reason  they 
intend  to  give  orders  for  the  future  that  he  shall  have  no  ticket  given 
him  to  go lo  their  assemblies,  and  except  against  his  coming  tiiere,  as 
thOT  except  against  certain  horses  thu  are  looked  upon  as  an  oyer- 
matoh  for  the  rest  That  he  might  do  the  greater  execution,  he  took 
lodgings  in  a  boarding-house ;  but  having  a  cousm  there,  and  out  of 
charity  to  my  countrywomen,  I  let  them  know  ^  danger  they  were 
in»  and|  forewarned  forearmed,  by  the  caution  I  gaye  t£em,  I  do  not 
hear  of  any  accident  that  happened,  as  I  am  tdid  he  went  away  by 
broad  davhght,  and  carried  nobody  off  in  his  chaise  with  him  heside 
his  man  Jack,  for  which  I  think  all  the  husbands  and  mothers  in  the 
town  should  sinff  Te  Deum.  I  shall  not  haye  room  for  my  reoeqit  if 
I  do  not  conduoe^  which  I  shall  in  assuring  you  how  mudi  I  am  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

"Hugh  Bxthbll." 

JAinS  HO'OBI-BMTTHl. 

The  following  is  a  specimen  of  the  fiintastieepifltleB  written 
to  the  young  ladies  at  Mapledorham  by  James  Mooie.  It 
is  addressed  to  Martha  Blount: 

''If  Farthenissa  is  a  true  friend,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  she  &, 
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ahe  may  eamlygoMS  at  the  ocmoem  I  waa  in  to  part  wtthher  ao  aooi^ 
and  in  audi  a  pomot  of  ill  weather,  aa  I  did  yeaterdaj.  IbA  my 
enchwiting  lOd  ana  ffinDe  beenhere,  tiie  park  ahonld  not  naTe  wanted 
a  habitation  fit  for  rartheniaaa.  A  caatle  ahonld  haTeroaeaornaaaing 
an  thoae  yon.  haye  read  of  in  past  agea,  for  aa  my  art  ia  mncn  more 
perfect  thian  ever  theira  waa,  1  had  oertainly  anrpaaaed  all  other  en- 
ohantera  in  my  peifoimanoe.  The  ni^t  waa  aa  ag;reeaibly  paaaed 
away  aa  any  oonla  be  after  anoh  a  dire  aeparadon,  with  the  pleasant 
ideaa  of  having  ao  good  a  Mend  and  hopM  of  aeemg  yon  again,  till 
nnlnckily  repaaaing  each  minnte  of  our  oonTeraation,!  came  to  that 
nnhappy  moment  when  yon  told  me  yon  were  apgiy  with  me.  Te 
goda,  IS  Parthenisaa  angrr  and  do  I  liye  ?  Why  did  not  the  almighty 
JoTc  aend  down  a  thunderbolt  to  croah  my  gnilty  head  ?  Per  anre 
whoever  deaervea  yonr  anger  deaerysa  no  feas  a  pnnishment  BvA, 
hold !  When  I  reflect  how  serene  thoae  looka  were  when  yon  pro- 
nounced me  guilty,  I  cannot  think  there  was  a  thought  of  anger  in 
that  aoulr— I  am  aure  there  was  none  in  your  eyes.  Yes !  1  shall 
flatter  myaelf  'twaa  only  to  try  me.  Should  I  belieTe  otherwiae 
'twonM  M  worse  than  death  to  {he  most  faithful  friend  Hying, 

"  AUDLiBDXB." 

The  aignature  **  Alexander"  probably  led  to  the  wrong  in* 
dorsement  on  thia  letter,  ^  Alex.  Pope  to  Martha  Blount." 
The  loose,  sprawling  handwriting,  and  the  ineflnible  nonaenae 
of  the  letter,  prodaun  its  author.  The  **  Alexia"  letters  to 
Tereea  are  in  the  same  Btyle : 

**  GflABiOHO  Zefhauhda,— I  must  begin  my  letter  with  tiie  cua- 
tomaiy  compliments  of  an  lumpy  new  year  to  you  allr-4he  ordinary 
commencement  of  episties  in  ine  first  week  of  January.  But  I  do  noc 
care  to  dwell  long  upon  forms ;  neither  must  I,  upon  consideration,  be 
tedious  upon  axiy  other  subject ;  for  in  the  hurry  of  the  London 
jonm^  time  willbe  too  preaous  to  throw  away  in  reading  letters  of 
little  profit  or  instruction.  But^  by-the-by,  I  must  give  you  a  caution 
when  jon  oo  to  London  of  sending  me  no  more  farthing  hiatoriea  of 
Tom  Thumb  in  a  budget,  or  new  ballads  of  unfortunate  loyera  to  the 
tune  of  Chevy  Ghace.  If  you  do,  I  assure  you,  since  Mr.  Bickerstair 
baa  lain  down,  I  will  take  iq>  hia  empbjment,  under  the  name  of 
Olinda.  Well,  I  ahall  expect  shortly  to  hear  of  some  great  conqueat 
in  the  kingdom  of  Love,  since  Zepnalinda's  and  PartiSenissa's  forcea 
are  taking  the  field.  If  the  young  Lord  P.,  that  is  just  entering 
Cupid's  mts,  should  happen  to  be  made  prisoner,  ixtai  him  witn 
generous  dememnr  and  compasaion;  and  ao  I  desire  of  any  seneral 
officer  that  hath  Uie  (;ood  luoc  to  fidl  into  your  hands.  Be  not  cruel, 
howerer,  to  the  infisnor,  for  fear  of  acquiring  the  reputation  of  being 
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twbarooi;  ImtiMedeaerfafsittyporowndiserctkm.  Andiolwidi 
suooe«  to  joor  anus;  and  if  Tiotoiy  does  not  attend  yon,  I  shall 
thnik  tbe  nation  allows  beanij  to  be  resisted,  and  that  Lore^s  empiie 
will  soon  be  at  an  end.  But,  for  m  part»  I  am  resdved  never  to 
swenre  from  my  allegianoe  to  so  nnoonbted  a  sofereign,  thomrh  an 
aot  of  Pferiiament  were  passed  to  jnstifj  the  legally  of  it  fl  yon 
ha?e  Idsore  from  yoor  dirersions  in  town»  a  line  or  two  wiU  not^  yon 
are  snrs^  from  Toor  hands  be  nnweloome  to  me.  My  senrioes  to 
Mrs.  Bkranty  and  ten  thousand  to  the  lovely  Parthenissa.  I  am,  as 
ever,  charming  Parthenissa  and  Zq[>halinda» 

"  lour  admirer  said  hnmble  servant^ 

We  aaljoiii  a  few  acraps  of  intelligence: 

"Ang.  I89  1718.— Tbe  wits  are  removed  frtmi  Will's  over  the 
way.**  [After  (kU>  was  nrodooed,  in  April  this  year,  Addison  earned 
the  ^nts  to  Bottom's  Cofee-honse.] 

''Nov.  19,  1718.— Upon Tnesday  last  we  had  a  most  son^tooos 
mooession  here^  in  whioi  were  canied  the  Devit  the  Pope^  and  the 
^tender.  It  marched  ont  from  Jenny  Man's,  and  most  of  the  Whjg 
nobility  were  spectators,  and  their  footmen  attended  it,  and  many 
others,  with  Iwhted  flamheani,  as  far  as  the  Boyal  Exchange  and 
back  again  to  Charing  Cross,  where,  in  a  bonfire  of  eight  iMds  of 
fittots,  the  three  images  were  bomt.  Bui,  to  the  great  mortification 
ofthe  Tniigs,  their  procession  was  not  joined  l^one  hundred  persons 
iniJl  the  long  tonr  it  made." 

"  The  only  lean  beanty  I  see  about  town  is  Mrs.  Belinda  rArabeDa 
Permor  f],  whose  oharms  and  gallants  desert  her  so  fast^  that  1  wonder 
despair  anid  the  spleen  have  not  gmte  eaten  her  np."    (No  date.) 

'^The  masquerade  that  was  last  Monday  at  the  French  Ambas- 
sador's affords  discourse  to  the  whole  town.  I  was  there,  and  never 
in  my  life  saw  such  a  crowd  and  confusion.  For  what  betwixt  quality 
(all  m  town  bebg  there)  and  the  mob  that  got  admittance,  thm  was 
no  sticking  a  pin  oetween  us.  The  table  of  sweetmeats  was  thrown 
down  and  two  hundred  bottles  of  wme  broke  to  pieces.  It  is  said 
the  Ambassador  will  go  from  hence  to  France  m  a  week.**  (No 
date.) 

In  these  letters  of  James  Moore's  mention  is  occasionally 
made  of  bis  having  purchased  snnff  for  Parthenissa! 

KATHASnXL  HOOKB. 

A  lone  letter,  dated  December,  1741,  was  addressed  by 
Hooke,  &e  historian,  to  Martha  Blonnt,  in  which  he  tries  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


yOTtVMMfn  L1TTXB8.  441 

Tein  of  somewhat  heayy  pleasantry,  prescribing  soap,  or  soap 
lees,  as  a  cure  for  the  stone.  The  following  extract  is  more 
to  our  purpose: 

*«The  only  obiedioii  I  ever  bad  to  Mr.  Pope  is  that  he  has  no  taste 
for  nonsense.  He  never  can  find  the  wit  of  it,  which  is  an  amasinff 
thing  in  a  num  of  his  parts  and  reading.  Now,  yoa  mast  know,  I 
have  been  all  my  life,  as  Dr.  Tajlor  expresses  it^  'trifling  as  an  un- 
taught boy;'  and  an  untangbt  boj  I  shall  certainlv  be  as  long  ss  I 
five.  This  is  the  reason  why  I  am  tlwm  uneasy  when  I  have  a^y  of 
my  children  with  me,  for  if  1  appear  as  I  am,  they  will  never  have  any 
respect  for  me,  thoog^  they  may  admire  me." 

n. 

LvmBS  or  YOvnna^B  publishbd  as  popb*8. 

It  appears  from  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford, 
that  after  OurU  had  published  a  second  Tolume  of  ''Mr. 
Pope's  litenry  Correspondence,"  he  received  the  following 
communication,  with  accompanying  documents : 

''Mb.  Cubli^— The  characteristics  whereby  the  suthor  of  the  en- 
closed letters  may  be  known  are  too  msny  and  glaring  to  need  any 
mention  of  his  name.  Were  there  no  other  argoments  to  confirm  thtt^ 
hUownpenheitwfiMm,  But  for  your  farther  satisfoction  I  mnst  in- 
form you  that  I  found  them  among  some  papers  of  a  deceased  Mend, 
with  seversl  othors  of  a  natnre  more  insigaificant,  which  therefore  I 
would  not  tramoribe.  The  gentleman's  wife,  before  she  was  so, 
is  known  to  have  been  personally  acqoainted  with  your  adversaiy, 
which  pats  the  matter  beyond  doubt.  With  many  thanks  for  your 
two  former  volumes,  these  are  at  yoar  service  for  the  third,  which  I 
find  you  are  about— Years,  8.  E. 

''For  Mr.  Edmond  CorD,  Bookseller,  in  Eose  Street,  Govent 
Gsrden,  London. 

*' Cwriage  Faid:* 

[In  another  hand,  also  on  the  back  of  the  letter:  "Send  byThos. 
Gobdall  at  the  Foor  Swans  in  Biahopgate  Street,  on  Fhday  by 
noon."] 

The  letters  enclosed  consisted  of  translations  from  Yoiture^ 
one  of  them  entitled,  "  To  Miss  B.  on  the  Death  of  her 
Brother."  Curll  had  replied  by  a  notice  in  the  newspapers^ 
which  called  forth  a  second  oonmiauication : 
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n  Mb.  Gubu^— In  one  of  the  pnbEo  papers  I  find  the  Ibllowinff  ad- 
Tcrdflement:  *  A  oertain  gentleman  having  receiyed  two  letten  nom 
an  nnknown  hand,  ^pnoiJ,  E^  if  the  aiif£or  willlet  him  know  wheie 
he  may  be  spoke  with,  or  fayonr  him  with  a  Hne  signed  with  his  own 
proper  name  at  length,  the  said  gent,  shall  tiiink  himself  retj  mnoh 
oUiged.'  I  presume  it  is  put  in  l^  yon  and  oonoems  me.  Tmamnnig 
that  the  two  letters  are  the  copies  enclosed  in  mine  to  jon,  and  thw 
jon,  br  Tnistaking  m j  handwriting;  have  pat  J.  B.  for  8.  JL,  thns  I 
state  the  ease  and  thus  I  answer. 

"Whenlsentyontheoopiesof  foor  letters  which  I  thon^t  abon- 
dantly  worth  yomr  publishing,  e?en  thongh  they  were  snppoMd  not  to 
belong  to  the  hand  whose  style  and  spiightliness  they  nndoobtedly 
bear,  1  did  it  with  ayiew  atleastby  yoor  means  of  servmg  the  pnbhc 
If  thcY  &il  of  that  desirable  end,  I  am  not  answerable,  having  oom- 
mittea  them  wholly  to  your  judgment,  to  publiah  or  tluow  them  by» 
as  shall  seem  fittest  to  you  uid  most  to  sun  your  oonTeniency.  It  can 
be  but  of  little  importance  to  you  to  know  my  name  at  length:  let  the 
initials  suffice,  as  I  for  many  reasons  chuse  it.  If  you  have  anything 
further  to  urge,  it  willprobably  escape  me,  unless  inserted  m  the 
Gasetteer.  Onde,  Old  Whig,  or  Crafnman.  I  wish  you  success  in 
your  third  volume^  and  you  may  depend  upon  myuimost  assistance  in 
the  encouragement  of  it,  who  am  yours,  &.,  8.  JB.'* 

This  bait  proved  BUCcesafdL  Curll  printed  the  spiirioua 
Pope  letters  in  hia  third  volume,  and  the  poet  in  the  genoino 
edition  Btigmatised  tbem  as  letters  *' printed  in  hia  name, 
which  he  never  writ,  and  addreesed  to  persons  to  whom  they 
never  were  written."  He  ako,  in  the  list  of  spmious  editions, 

Sinted  out  the  French  source  from  which  they  had  been 
rived.  The  original  communicationB  appear  to  be  in  Pope's 
well-knovm  hanawriting  slightly  disguised.  They  are  in- 
dorsed on  the  back,  in  neat  printed  characters,  *'  Ii1ttbb8  of 
Mb.  Popb  to  Miss  Bloitnt.*'  The  editor  had  no  doubt 
that  Pope  was  the  anthor  of  this  ingenious  and  successful 
imposition  upon  Ourll;  but  since  the  first  edition  of  thia 
work  was  published,  the  foUovring  manuscript  note  has  been 
discovered  in  a  copy  of  Pope's  Works  which  belonged  to 
Prancis  Douce,  the  eminent  antiquary : 

''  'The  Miss  Blount  which  our  son  Charles  mentioned  to  you  was 
TOUT  granddaughter,  b^otten  by  Ghailes  himselfl  Booksdler  Cndl 
having  had  good  success  with  publiahing  a  vdume  of  letters  of  Mr. 
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Pope*^,  and  othen,  he  jnooeeded  to  a  seoond^  and  1^  laying  out  Sat 
ana  vidfi,  for  letfcos  of  all  aort^  he  haa  now,  I  think,  made  than  up 
6  TOki.  When  Ghadea  found  hnn  so  peedr  of  lettcan  he  trandated 
three  or  four  letters  of  Yoitnre'a  to  Madlle.  Bamhooillet  fta,  and 


sent  them  bj  the  Pennj  Post  to  Oorll  aa  Pope's  to  Hiss  Blonnt,  and 
GuU  haa  not  fail'd  to  nnblish  them  to  the  world  as  sooh.'— iRrDsi  a 
Utter  wriitm  bv  Mr.  /.  FkuOre  to  Ms  wife  JsmabeHa*  dtM  Jermn 

On  taming  to  Burke's  '*  Landed  Gkntir  "  we  find  notices 
of  the  Plmnptre  £unily.  John  Plomptrey  aq.f  of  Nottinfi^ham 
(bom  in  1679,  and  died  in  1751),  married  Innabella,  eldest 
dttoghter  of  Sir  EranoiB  Molyneuz,  Bart.,  and  had,  with 
aeyeral  otiier  children,  a  son  Charles,  bom  in  1712,  and 
afterwards  D  J).,  Archdeacon  of  Ely,  Ac.  Charles  Flmnptre, 
at  the  a^^  of  twenty-three,  was  tikelj  enough  perhaps  to 
commit  tnis  hoax  upon  Curll,  but  the  resemblimce  of  the 
handwriting  to  that  of  Pope  ia  remarkable.  The  form  of  the 
characters,  the  address  in  imitation  of  print,  and  the  size 
and  quaUty  of  the  paper  (small  quarto;,  are  precisely  tiie 
same  astiiose  of  the  genuine  Pope  letters  also  in  the  Bodleian 
libraxy.  Dr.  Bandii^  and  other  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  Bodlman,  concurred  with  the  editor  in  belieying  the  spu- 
rioua  letters  to  be  by  Pope,  but  similarity  of  hanmmting  ia 
a  fidlible  test,  and  the  poet  should  haye  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  caused  by  Deuce's  extract.  The  spurious  letters  are 
bound  up  in  a  yolume  with  the  letters  aadreesed  to  Henry 
Chx>mweU  by  Pope,  and  others  receiyed  by  Corinna  (Mrs. 
Thomas)  from  Diryden,  Norris  of  Bemerton,  Lady  Chud- 
leiehyfto.  Bawlinson  (who  was  a  yoradous  and  indiscriminate 
eoUector)  had  most  likely  purdiased  the  manuscripts  from 
OurU  after  they  had  been  printed.  On  one  of  the  PW^  in 
ti&e  correspondence  is  a  deyer  pen-and-ink  drawing  by  J?ope, 
representing  a  robed  figure  in  an  attitude  of  contemplation, 
under  which  Curll  has  written:  ''  This  figure  is  the  delinea- 
tion of  Mr.  Pope's  penmanship.    E.  GuiuCiL." 

On  the  subject  or  these  Yofture  letters,  we  subjoin  part  of 
a  communication,  eyidentiy  from  Pope,  in  the  Qrub-itreet 
Journal  of  January  8th,  1786 : 

"How  unjiistifiahle  is  it,  to  spesk  in  the  mildest  term,  thus  to 
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pEOstitttte  an  iiiilioc's  name  to  time  Tobmies  of  Letten,  tke  Itxti  U 
wliidi  Mr.  Pope  has  pablic^  disowned^  asdtiie  two  last  can  on  no  oti 
groond  be  aaeribedto  tiiis  antiiorbib  tiie  inauffierable  aasoranoe  of 
uiepaUiBlieroftiiem.  Not  eontent  with  three  rohimesi  he  promiaei 
to  trouble  the  woild  witii  anotiier.  It  mnat^  therefore,  be  higUj 
reaaonaMe  to  let  those  who  hsTO  not  an  opDortonify  of  euunining  be- 
fore th^  porohase,  know  what  tiiej  are  iikelj  to  ezpeot  C— -Pa 
second  id.  haa»  I  presnme,  been  pnblished  kms  enoogh  to  be  pret^ 
wdlknown.  I  shaU,  ther^ore,  ony  say  of  it  that  there  are  con  tai^ 
in  it»  notwithstandiiiff  it  bears  the  titkof  Mr.  Pc^'s  Literaiy  Gor- 
respondenc^  only  dgnt letters pnimiediohe  his, besides  twolxag- 
ments  of  letters  and  some  Tcrses,  whidi  eitiier  are  not  Mr.  Pope's,  or 
have  been  often  in  pmit  before.  As  to  the  third  TobuM^  thoogfa  it 
*"'       leatoit^andCr hashereex- 


bearstiie  same  title,  it  baa  still  less  pleat   

oeeded  his  nsual  ezoeedings.  If  the  siiifde  letter  to  the  Doohess  of 
Bucks  be  Mr.  Pq^s,  I  ater  it  to  be  the  onW  one  that  is  so  in 
the  idiole  Tdnme.  E6r  thoii|^  there  are  girenroor  others— and  but 
four— as  Mr.  Pope's  to  Miss  B.,  sot  one  roaj  soon  be  saidsfted  with 
how  little  foondation  it  is,  who  will  bat  consolt  YcHtore's  Letter^ 
from  which  th^  are  word  for  word  transcribed,  ezceptmg  onlj  two 
or  three  words  to  adapt  them  more  to  these  tiiees,  and  a  miotation 
from  Shakspeare.  Naj,  so  notorioas  is  this  re-pnUisher  that  thej 
are  notso  mnoh  as  tnmscribedanew  fromthe  Frraush,  l^ 
an  old  English  transktion  br  one  J.  Davies,  printed  at  London  &r 
T.  Bring  and  J.  Starkej  in  the  year  1657.  The  letten  are  in  Yoitue 
tiie  ISth,  14tii,  86tii,  and  Tlsl  Thns»  neiUier  tiie  knowledge  he 
pofessQS  to  have  of  Yoitore's  writings  nor  the  nnoonthness  St  the 
langiiage  of  this  old  translation  (for  he  would  be  thoo^t  a  judge  of 
language  in  his  inefiied  letters  signed  8.  B.^  so  Toy  unlike  tut  of 
Mr.  Pcme's,  oould  deter  this  doughty  re-nubhsher  firom  endeavouii^ 
to  foist  these  things  on  the  wmld  as  Mr.  Pope's:  and  to  counte- 
nance all  this  he  baa  prefixed  a  formal  l^ter,  as  if  tiiese  four  letters 
came  from  a  person  who  was  possessed  of  some  of  Mr.  Pope's 
writinn^  and  he  is  ready  no  doubt,  on  being  called  on,  to  produce  the 
cnjrinais.  But  if  encoun^ement  be  ^[iven  to  sudi  proceedings  there 
will  never  be  wanting  crowds  of  plagiaries  of  this  kind  to  nnter  the 
world  with  the  rieamugs  of  their  hard-bound  brainy  ana  of  their 
shallow  readings!'' 

The  pbnae^haid-boimd  brains"  Fopehadiin  the  ^iatle 
to  Arbntimot^  applied  to  Phil^ 
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Ik  1745  was  publisbed  a  sl^lit  pampUety  entitled  ^A 
Plan  of  Mr.  Pope's  Gkrden,  as  it  was  left  at  the  time  of  his 
deathi  with  a  Plan  and  Penqpectiye  View  of  the  Grotto.  All 
taken  by  J.  Searle,  his  Gkuraener.  With  an  account  of  all 
the  Gems,  Mmerals,  Spars,  and  Ores  of  whidiit  is  composed^ 
and  from  whom  they  were  sent.  To  which  is  added  a  Cha- 
racter of  his  Writings.  London :  B.  Dodsley.  Price  Is.  6d.** 

woiAKkticm  or  plui. 

1.  The  Grass  Plat  before  the  House  next  the  Thames. 

S.  The  House. 

S.  The  Under-ground  Passage. 

4.  The  Eoad  from  Hampton  Court  to  London. 

5.  The  SheU  Temple. 

6.  The  Large  Monnt 

7.  The  Stores. 

8.  The  ^^Hneyard. 

9.  The  Obehsk  in  Memoiy  of  his  Mother. 

10.  Two  Small  Moonts. 

11.  The  Boiding  Ghreen. 

12.  The  Grofc. 
18.  The  Orangenr. 

14.  The  Garden  Honse. 

15.  Kitchen  Garden. 

xa  Accoxnn!  ov  thb  icatbbialb  which  oomosB  thb  oBona 

Oyer  the  Entrance  from  the  Gbrden : 

"  SeevBtom  te  «t  fiOkntia  aemHa  yittt."— Hos. 

1.  At  the  entrance  of  the  Grotto  next  the  Garden  are 
varions  sorts  of  stones,  thrown  promiscuonsly  together,  in 
imitation  of  an  Old  Bain ;  some  full  of  holes,  others  like 
honejrcombsy  which  came  from  Balfh  Auoh's,  Esq.,  at 
Widcombe,  near  Bath«    Several  fine  fossilaad  snake  stones, 
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with  petrified  wood  and  moss  in  yarions  shapes,  from  the 
petrifying  spring  at  Nasboroi^h  [Enaresborongh],  in  York- 
shixe,  by  the  Bey.  D.  Eiy.  fine  yerd  antique  fiiom  Egypt, 
with  seyeral  sorts  of  Italian  Bpmv  marble  ot  diyers  colours. 
Amethysts ;  several  clumps  of  different  forms,  with  some  fine 
pieces  of  white  spar,  firom  her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Ouyx- 
LAKn,  at  Baby  Castle,  in  Westmoreland  [Dorham].  Some  fine 
pieces  of  GermaiA  spar,  intermixed  with  yellow  mundic,  with 
moss  and  some  Engush  pebbles.  Inthecentreisafinesprinff. 
2.  Hints,  moss  of  many  sorts,  many  pieces  of  Flymoutti 
marble  of  different  colours,  firom  Mr.  Goopbb  of  that  place. 
Seyeral  pieces  of  well-chosen  things  firom  the  Glass-house. 
Seyeral  nne  flakes  of  eold  dift  from  Mr.  OAKBunei,  wiUi 
seyeral  fine  pieces  of  white  spar  from  the  Duchess  of  Oioyz- 

8.  Many  small  dice  of  mundic  and  tin  ore.  Two  sorts  of 
yellow-flaky  copper;  one  showing,  by  the  different  strata  of 
metal,  that  difierent  masses  of  copper  wiU,  though  concreted 
at  different  times,  unite  close  into  one  globe  or  lump.  Seyeral 
groups  of  Comiidi  diamonds  incrast^  semi-pellucid,  uid 
shot  round  a  globe  of  yellow  copper.  Manj  thick  incrasta- 
tions  of  shot-spar  of  a  yellowish  cast,  sprmkled  with  small 
cubes  of  muncuc^  lead  <m,  kalian,  or  wild  iron.  Many  fine 
pieces  of  yellow  mundic,  seyeral  small  Oomish  diamonds, 
tinged  with  a  blackish  water,  and  others  with  a  green  water. 
Seyeral  large  groups  of  Cornish  diamonds,  yery  transparent^ 
from  the  £y.  Dr.  Williax  Boslasb,  of  Ludgyan,  in  Com- 
walL  Many  fine  liurge  pieces  of  red  spar,  out  of  Colonel 
Stapleton*s  lead  mine,  from  Gsonas  LYrrxLTOir,  Es^.  Fine 
petrifiuHions  from  Gilbbbt  Wist,  Esq.,  at  West  Wickham, 
mKent.  Tine  incrustations  from  Mr.  Allbn's  quarries ;  and 
seyeral  pieces  ct  sparry  marble,  of  different  colours,  from 
Flymouui;  with  many  large  Cornish  diamonds,  and  other 
petrifactions:  which  form  two  fine  rocks,  with  water  distil- 
nng  from  them. 

4.  Fine  sparry  marble,  from  Lord  EncaooKBi's  quarry, 
with  diflbrent  sorts  of  moss.  Seyeral  fine  pieces  of  the 
eruption  from  Mount  Yesuyius,  and  a  fine  piece  of  marble 
fix>m  the  Grotto  of  Egeria^  near  Bome;  from  the  Bey.  Mr. 
SriKGX.  With  seyeral  fine  petrifactions  and  Plymouth 
marbk^  firom  Mr.  Coonn.  Gold  dift  from  Mr.  CAXBBn>ei| 
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Okmeettenlim ;  and  leTenl  fine  bnin-ttoneB  from  Mr. 
ISiJthWM,  of  Chelseft. 

5.  Many  fine  pieces  of  qMunj  marble,  of  dhrera  eolonn, 
and  between  each  oouise  of  marble  many  kinds  of  ores — each 
aa  tin  ore,  copper  ore,  lead  ore,  Mapj  rock,  kalian,  and  wQd 
lead  intermizea ;  with  lai^  dumps  of  Conush  diamonds^  and 
aereralamaUoresof  different  deg^^ees  of  transparency.  The 
Be?eral  aorta  of  figured  stones  are  rich  white  spars,  interiaced 
with  Uack  codde,  or  spars  shot  into  prisms  of  different  de> 

See  of  waters.  Some  Tery  particular  sorts  of  fossils,  of 
erent  sizes  and  colours;  copper  ore  of  a  fine  purple 
colour;  serend  fine  pieces  of  graoated  white  mundio^  inter- 
mized  with  plain  spar  in  a  copper  bed.  Berend  thin  crusts 
or  films  of  mright  spar,  formed  on  a  surface  before  ahot  into 
protuberancea ;  a  lump  of  ydlow  copper  that  haa  a  yerj 
aingular  crust  of  spar,  aome  graina  of  mundic  interspersed  A 
dioeient  colours— some  yellow,  some  purple,  and  others  of  a 
deep  blue^  inclining  to  olaek ;  all  from  the  Ber.  Dr.  Wil> 
i>iAX  BoBLASB.  8e?eral  fine  Bristol  stones  of  difbrent 
colours,  some  of  a  dmtk  brown,  others  of  a  yellow  cast,  Ac., 
from  Mrs.  Bbozholms  ;  and  aereral  fine  incrustationa  fiima 
Mr.  Auunr. 

6.  Sereral  large  pieces  of  fine  ciystsl,  intermixed  witii 
yellow  mundic  A  nne  piece  of  spar,  interwoyen  like  many 
oyster  shells,  and  intermixed  with  white  mundic.  A  fine 
piece  of  spar,  with  a  mixture  of  copper  interworen  likeafine 
lace.  Several  pieces  of  crystal  with  a  brown  incrustation, 
and  a  mixture  (n  mundic  from  the  Harts  mines,  in  G^ermany. 
A  fine  piece  of  gold  ore  from  the  Fenvrian  minea.  Silyerore 
from  the  mines  of  Mexico.  Several  pieces  of  stiver  ore  from 
Old  Spain.  Some  large  pieces  of  gold  dift  from  Mr.  Oak- 
BUDOB,  in  Oloucestershire.  Lom  ore^  copper  ore^  white 
mr,  petrified  wood,  Brazil  pebbles,  Egyptian  pebbles,  and 
Uood  stones,  from  Mr.  Bbibsdxb.  Some  large  clumps  of 
amethyst,  and  several  pieces  of  white  spar,  from  the  Duchess 
of  Olbvblavd.  Some  fine  pieces  of  red  spar,  several  fine 
ieides,  and  aeveral  sorts  of  fossils  from  Obobob  Ltttbltob, 
B^.  Many  pieces  of  coral  and  petrified  moss,  and  many 
other  eurioua  st(mes,  from  the  ishmd  of  St.  Ohristopher,  in 
the  Wcit  Indies;  with  several  humming-birds  and  their 
nestSi  from  Avtobt  Bbowb,  Eeq.,  of  Abbs  Oourt,  in  Surrey. 
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Fljinouth  marble  of  different  oolooniy  one  fine  GomiBh 
diamond  from  the  FsDrcs's  Ifine,  in  Cornwall.  Near  a 
hundred.weigbt  from  the  Bey.  Dr.  Aanw.  Several  fine  pieces 
of  yellow  mundic.  Some  purple  copper  stained  hj  mmeraL 
water.  Two  stones  from  tbe  Giant's  Causeway,  in  Ireland, 
from  Sir  Huts  Sloutb.  Some  pieces  of  petrified  wood,  with 
coral  and  petrified  moss  round  a  basin  of  water. 

7.  Different  kinds  of  Italian  marble.  Many  fine  Sleny 
stones  of  different  waters,  with  seyeral  fine  fossils  from 
Ireland,  from  the  Earl  of  OsBBBT.  Many  fiakes  of  white  spar 
and  mother-amethyst  from  tiie  Duchess  of  Clbtblavd.  The 
roof  of  small  stones,  incrusted  over,  out  of  the  river  Thames. 
Some  square  dice  of  mundic.  Several  pieces  of  silver  ore  from 
Old  Spain;  with  several  sorts  of  moss. 

8.  different  sorts  of  sparry  marble  from  Italy.  Several 
larse  stones  interwoven  like  honeycombs ;  and  others  like  old 
bnuoan  pillars.  Mainr  laim  pieces  of  Plymouth  marble,  G^ 
manspar,  and  spar  m>m  Norway,  by  Mr.  Affiblovst.  The 
roof  of  purple  spar,  and  some  yellow  spar ;  and  several  fine 
square  dice  of  mundic  from  Mr.  Obd*s  mine  in  Yorkshire. 
And  round  a  niece  of  water  are  fixed  different  plants,  such  as 
maiden-hair,  hart's-tongue,  fern,  and  several  other  plants ; 
intermixed  with  many  petrifiEu^ons,  and  some  uncommon 
Cornish  diamonds,  mm  Lord  Gh)D0LPHiir'8  great  copper 
works,  in  Ludgvan. 

9.  Some  very  natural  rock  work,  compiled  of  flints  and 
cinders  from  tne  glass-houses,  furnaces,  Ac. ;  with  some 
grains  of  mundic  araully  mixed  with  white  spar. 

10.  A  fine  and  very  uncommon  petrifac&on  from  Okey 
Hole,  in  Somersetshire,  from  Mr.  Bbuob. 

[Ourll,  in  1785,  said :  *'  He  (Pope)  has  been  annuaUy  im- 

E roving  the  gardens  to  the  amount  of  5000Z.,  as  Mr.  Searle, 
is  gardener,  assured  us.  He  has  lived  with  Mr.  Pope  above 
eleven  years ;  and,  in  the  hortulan  dialect,  told  us  that  there 
were  not  ten  sticks  in  the  ground  when  his  master  took  the 
house."] 
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IV- 
fois'8  WILL  in>  mixs. 

Lr  tiie  name  of  Qod,  Amen.  I»  Alhtawdeb  Pon,  of 
Twickenhiun,  in  tbe  county  of  MiddleeeXy  make  this  m]f^  last 
Will  uid  Testament  I  resign  my  soul  to  its  Creator  in  all 
homUe  liope  of  ita  fotore  In^inesSy  as  in  the  disposal  of  a 
Being  in^tely  good.  As  to  my  body,  my  wiU  is,  that  it  be 
bmied  near  the  monument  of  my  d^ar  parents  at  Twidcen- 
ham,  nitti  the  addition,  t&et  the  wcftiBfittuifeoU-^  tiiese 
only,  H9iU;  Qm  MU  amo  17—,  leMif— ;  and  thai  it  be 
carried  to  the  grare  by  six  of  the  poorest  men  of  the  pariah, 
to  each  of  whom  I  order  a  suit  of  grey  coarse  doth,  as 
monming.  If  I  happen  to  die  at  any  inconYenient  distance, 
let  the  same  be  done  m  ai^  other  parish,  and  the  inscription 
be  added  on  the  monnment  at  Twickenham.  I  herel^  make 
and  appoint  my  particular  fiiends,  Allen  Lord  Bathurst^ 
Hngh  jBarl  of  Marchmont,  theHonomsble  William  Murray, 
his  Majesty's  Solidtor-G^eral,  and  Qeorge  Arbuthnot,  of 
the  Court  of  Ezchegoer,  Esq.,'  fee  sgrmors  or  soryiyor  of 
them.  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

But  all  the  manuscript  and  unprinted papers  whichlshall 
leave  at  my  decease,  I  desire  mxLj  be  deliyeored  to  my  noble 
friend,  Henry  St.  John,  Lord  Bomigbroke,  to  whose  sole  care 
and  judgment  I  commit  them,  either  to  be  preserved  or  de- 
strcnred ;  or,  in  case  he  shall  not  surriye  me,  to  the  abovesaid 
Earl  of  Muchmont.  Those  who  in  the  course  of  my  life 
have  done  me  all  other  good  offices,  wQl  not  refuse  me  this 
last  after  my  death :  I  leave  them,  therefoie,  this  trouble,  as 
a  mark  of  my  trust  and  friendship,  onlydesiriDgthem  each  to 
accept  of  some  small  memorial  of  me :  That  my  Lord  Boling- 
broke  will  add  to  his  library  all  the  volumes  of  my  works  and 
translations  of  Homer,  bound  in  red  morocco,  and  the  eleven 
volumes  of  those  of  Erasmus :  That  my  Lord  Marchmont 
will  take  the  large-paper  edition  of  Thuanus,  by  Buckley,  and 
that  portrait  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  by  Sicharoson,  which  he 

*  Son  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot'    He  held  a  IncntiTe  appointment  In  the  Ez- 
che<iaer  OiBoe,  and  died  June  8, 1779,  aged  76. 
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shall  preto:  That  my  Lord  Bathunt  will  find  a  place  forthe 
tiiree  statues  of  the  Hercules  of  Famese,  tiie  Yenus  of 
MediciSy  and  the  Apollo  in  okiaro  oscuro^  done  hj  Kneller^ 
That  Mr«  Murray  mil  accept  of  the  marble  head  of  Homer, 
by  Bernini;  and  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  hj  Guelfi:  And  that 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  will  take  the  watch  I  commonly  wore,  which 
the  King  of  Sardinia  gaye  to  the  late  Earl  of  Fet^boroueh, 
and  be  to  me  on  his  death*bed,'  together  with  one  of  tlie 
pictures  of  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

Item.  I  desire  Mr.  Lyttelton  to  accept  of  the  busts  of 
Spenser,  ShaJcspeare,  Milton,  and  Dryden,  in  marble,  which 
his  royal  master  the  Prince  was  pleased  to  giye  me.^  I  giye 
and  deyise  my  library  of  printed  books  to  Balph  Allen,  of 
Widoombe,  lisq.,  and  to  the  Beverend  Mj.  William  War- 
burton,  or  the  suryiyor  of  them  (when  those  belonging  to 
Jiori  Bolingbroke  are  taken  out,  and  when  Mrs.  Mairtha 
Blount  has  chosen  threescore  out  of  the  number).  I  also 
giye  and  bequeath  to  the  said  Mr.  Warburton  the  property 
of  all  such  of  my  works  already  printed,  as  he  hath  written, 
or  shall  write,  commentaries  or  notes  upon,  and  which  I  haye 
not  otherwise  disposed  of,  or  alienated,  and  all  the  profits 
wUch  shall  arise  after  my  death  firom  such  editions  as  he 
shall  publish  without  future  alterations. 

Item.  Li  case  Balph  Allen,  Esq.,  aboyesaid,  shall  surriye 
me,  I  order  my  Executors  to  pay  mm  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  being,  to  the  best  of  my  calculation, 
the  amount  of  what  I  haye  receiyed  firom  him,  partly  for  my 
own,  and  nartly  for  charitable  uses.  If  he  refuses  to  take 
this  himself  I  desire  him  to  employ  it  in  a  way  I  am  per- 
suaded he  will  not  dislike,  to  the  benefit  of  the  Bath  Hosmtal. 

I  giye  and  deyise  to  my  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Magdalen 

*  **  He  ordoed  on  his  death-bed  his  tr»tch  to  be  given  me  (that  which 
had  aooompanied  him  in  all  hia  tiaTelfl'^  with  this  reason,  ihai  imigkt  Aom 
itmtiJ^eoetifdt^iopuimemmmdqfkSm,  It  was  a  present  to  hJm  from 
the  King  of  Sidlyi  wliose  arms  and  insignia  are  engrayed  on  the  inner  case. 
On  the  outer,  I  him  pnt  this  inscription :  Vtdor  Amadeut,  Mn  SkXUm^  Dmt 
Sabaudht  #0.  ^  Ckirolo  Mordaimi,  Comid  de  PeUrboravgh^  D,D,,  Car, 
Mar,  Com.  d»PtL  Abxcmdro  Pope  monmu  Uffomi,  1785."— i\)pe  to  Apj^ 

*  Lyttelton  was  then  secretary  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  In  1744  he  was 
anointed  a  Lord  of  the  Treasory  in  the  Coalition  IGnistry,  known  as  the 
*<  Broad-bottom  Administration.''    The  busts  are  still  at  fib^. 
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Backettytbe  sum  of  Three  hundred  pounds;  and  to  her  sons, 
Hanzy  and  Boberfe  Baokett^  One  hundred  pounds  each.  I 
also  release,  andjive  to  her,  all  mj  right  and  interest  in  and 
upon  a  bond  of  Kre  hundred  pounds,  due  to  me  from  her  son 
Michael,  I  also  giro  her  the  fiunily  pictures  of  mj  fitther, 
mother,  and  aunts,  and  the  diamond  ring  my  mother  wore, 
and  her  golden  watdi.  I  me  to  Erasmus  Lewis,  Gilbert 
West,  Sir  Clement  OottereU,  William  BoUinson,  Nathaniel 
Hook,  Esqrs.,  and  to  Mrs.  Ann  Arbuthnot^  to  eick  the  sum 
of  lire  pounds,  to  be  laid  out  in  a  ring,  or  anj  memorial  of 
me;  ana  to  mj  serrant,  John  Searle,  who  has  fiuthfully  and 
ably  senred  me  many  years,!  give  and  devise  the  sum  of  One 
hundred  pounds,  o?er  and  abore  a  year's  wajm  to  himself 
and  his  wife;  and  to  tiie  poor  of  the  parish  of  Twickenham 
Twenty  pounds,  to  be  dinded  amonff  them  hj  the  said  John 
Searle;  and  it  is  my  will,  if  the  said  John  Marie  die  before 
me,  that  the  said  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds  go  to  his  wife 
or  children. 

Item.  I  give  and  derise  to  Mrs.  Martha  Blount,  younger 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Martha  Blount,  late  of  Welbeck-street^ 
Cavendish-square,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  imme- 
diately on  my  decease;  and  all  the  furniture  of  my  grotto, 
urns  in  my  garden,  household  goods,  chatte^  plate,  or  what- 
ever is  not  otherwise  disposed  of  in  this  my  Will,  I  give  and 
devise  to  the  said  Mrs.  Martha  Blount,  out  of  a  sincere  re- 
gard, and  long  friendship  for  her.  And  it  is  my  will,  that  my 
abovesaid  Executors,  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  shaU 
take  an  account  of  all  my  estate,  money,  or  bonds,  etc.,  and 
after  paying  my  debts  and  lefi;acies,  shaU  place  out  all  the  re- 
sidue  upon  government,  or  other  securities,  according  to  their 
best  jud^ent:  and  pay  the  produce  thereof  half  yearly,  to 
the  said  Mrs.  Martha  ]Blount  during  her  natural  life:  and 
after  her  decease,  I  sive  the  sum  of  One  thousandpounds  to 
Mrs.  Maedalen  Backett,  and  her  sons  Bobert,  iLenry,  and 
John,  to  be  divided  eq&ally  among  them  or  to  the  survivors 
or  survivor  of  them ;  and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Mrs. 
Martha  Blount,  I  give  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds  to  the 
abovesaid  GHlbert  West  ;*  Two  hundred  to  Mr.  Gteorge  Ar« 

•  Gilbert  Weit  did  not  lire  to  noeive  Oik  beqiiMt  HepredaoMsedHaitiui 
BUmnt,  dying  March  26, 1756.  Thxongli  the  infloeaoe  of  Htt  he  ei^oyed 
a  oompetenoe  In  his  Utter  dayi,  haying  been  qipointed  deik  of  the  Privy 
Goattcfl  end  Treefuer  of  Gheleea  C<dl^ 
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Imtlmot ;  Two  bnndred  to  bis  siBter,  Mrs.  Ann  Arbuthnot ; 
and  One  bimdred  to  my  seirant,  John  Searloi  to  wbichsoeyer 
of  these  shall  be  then  Uving :  and  all  the  residue  and  re- 
mainder to  be  considered  as  undisposed  of,  and  go  to  mjnezt 
ofkim 

This  is  my  Last  Will  and  Testament^  written  with  my 
own  Handy  and  sealed  with  my  Seal,  this  Twelfth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  One  thousand  seren  hun- 
dred and  forty-three. 

Simed,  Sealed,  and  Declared  by  the  Albz.  Fofb. 

Testator,  as  his  last  Will  and 
Testament,  in  presence  of  us, 
BiJ>K0l^^ 

Stbphsk  Halbs,  Minister  of  Teddington  J 
JosBFH  Spbkob,  Professor  of  History  in  the  University 
of  Oxford.8 

This  WQl  was  prored  at  London  before  Dr.  Gteorge  Lee 
on  the  14th  of  June,  by  the  oaths  of  Lords  Bathurst,  the 
Earl  of  Marchmont,  the  Hon.  W.  Murray,  and  Gkorge  Ar- 
buthnot,  Esq.,  the  executors,  to  whom  administration  was 
granted 

Mrs.  Backett  was  dissatisfied  with  her  brother's  WilL 
The  following  appears  in  the  papers : — *^  We  hear  the  Will 
of  the  celebrateif  Mr.  Pope,  who  died  a  few  days  sinoe,  is 
like  to  be  contested  by  his  sister,  she  having  enUn^a  eaveai 
in  Doctors'  Commons  against  it." — Daify  FoH^  June  9, 
1744. 

In  the  Mapledurham  collection  is  a  letter  from  Murray 
(Lord  Mansneld)  on  this  subject.  It  is  addressed  to 
Martha  Blount: 

•  John  Bobwtea,  Eaii  of  Badmyr,  Pope's  ndghbonr  at  Twldcenbim,  irbflro 
he  died  Julj  16,  1767.  His  lordship  died  a  hachelor,  and  the  title  in  his 
fiuni^  became  extinct 

'  Dr.  Stephen  Hales,  the  natmaUst  and  phOoeopher.  See  Moral  Essays, 
Ep.IL 

'  Mr.  Spenoe's  reneration  for  Pope,  and  his  soooessfbl  eflbrts  to  extend 
the  poef  s  reputation,  have  been  already  adrerted  to.  Iffis  benerolent  and 
nseftd  lift  came  to  a  sadden  termination  on  the  80th  of  August,  1768,  ^^hm. 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  70.  He  was  fbimd  drowned  in  a  i^eoe  of  water 
in  his  garden,  too  shallow  to  cover  his  head,  into  which  he  was  supposed  to 
hare  fUDen  in  oonseqoenoe  of  a  fit 
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''Hmii^—As  ifc  i&not  in  mT  power  sfe  present  to  find  an  oppor* 
tuniij  of  waiting  upon  tou,  I  take  tlie  libem  to  tdl  jon  in  this  wa;, 
that  1  shall  always  think  I  owe  my  Mend  who  is  gone  the  doing  jou 
cmrj  MendQy  seryice  in  my  power,  npon  all  occasions.  I  receiTed 
the  enclosed  three  days  ago,  and  am  informed  there  are  two  mom^ 
entered  at  the  Commons  agamst  provins  the  WiH  Be  nnder  no 
i^pprehensions.  Tbe  attonpt  is  w^  ana  unwortky ;  bnt  f oUy  may 
grre  ns  a  IMe  tronUe.  In  this,  and  eTei3[thing  else,  I  will  do  all  in 
my  power  to  sepport  his  intentKm ;  and,  if  in  anything  you  shonld 
want  adyioe  or  assistance,  I  shall  think  myself  obliged  if  you  will  Iat 
yoor  commands  i^on,  Madam^yonr  moat  obedienti  hnmUe  senani^ 

W.  MUMBULT.** 

Ab  Murray  predicted,  the  opposition  of  Mrs.  Backett 
came  to  notmng.  In  the  Araignation  Book,  Doctors*  Oom- 
mona,.  for  Michaelmas  torm,  24tli  October,  1744,  t^pears 
the  following  minute :  ''  The  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Bathurst  and 
others  against  Backett.  ^earle  [John  Searle,  Pope's  gar- 
dener, we  presnme]  is  assigned  to  retom  commission  of 
appraisement,  and  Gkeemng  to  exhibit  inyentory."  TbiB 
assignation  was  continued  m>m  Ck>nrt-day  to  Gourt-day  for 
about  two  jears,  and  then  dropned,  nothing  having  oeen 
done.    No  mrentory  can  be  founo. 

Lady  Herver,  in  one  of  her  letters  to  the  Ber.  E.  Morris, 
alludes  to  an  obseryation  made  b^  some  gentleman  on  Pope*a 
Will,  which  she  characterises  as  just  and  obvious.  ^  If  Mir. 
Pope's  illegal  delicacy,"  she  says,  ^  shoudd  occasion  a  law- 
Boit,  I  shomd  be  very  desirous  to  hear  what  Mr.  Murray^ 

giord  Mansfield's)  artful  eloquence,  stimulated  b^  his  friend- 
ip  for  the  deceased,  could  make  him  urge  in  justification 
and  support  of  that  ^ression."  The  expression  is  not 
^ven.  Mr.  Croker,  editor  of  Lady  Hervey's  Letters,  con- 
jectures that  it  may  have  related  to  the  bequest  iu  fiivour  of 
Martha. Blevat :  andtbet^o^  dehMej/LWds  perhaps  calling 
the  lady  by  that  name,  when  some  persons  simposed  Pope  ta 
have  been  married  to  her.  It  may  have  renrred  to  rope 
styling  Mrs.  Backett  his  tuter^nrlaw,  when  in  realiiy  sne 
lias  by  birth  his  hsU'-^isttr.  Mavtfaa  in  ber  WSl  calls  her- 
self aptfw^,  a  voluntary  declaration  on  hwt  part. 

ObBcemuig  this  Win,  Warburton  writes:  "AsMr.Pope'a 
extreme  friendship  and  affection  for  Mrs.  l^unt  made  nim 
consult  her  in  alibis  concerns,  so,  when  he  w»a  about  making 
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liifl laat  Will,  lie  adTised  with  her  on  the  occaBion;  and  she 
declared  to  him,  she  would  not  accept  the  huge  proyision 
Blade  by  it  for  henelf,  unless  he  returned  back,  bj  way  of 
Iega<^,  allthat  he  had  received  of  Mr.  Allen,  onanjacconnt^ 
and  Mr.  Pope,  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  complied  with 
the  infirmity  d  such  a  vindictiye  spirit." — lUffheatTa  Life 
qfFcpe.  Martha  Blount  gave  a  yeiy  different  account  of 
this  matter  to  Spence.  ''  I  had  never  read  his  Will,"  she 
said,  "but  he  mentioned  to  me  the  part  reUting  to  Mr. 
Allen,  and  I  advised  him  ta  omit  it,  but  could  not  prevaQ  on 
him  to  do  so.  I  have  a  letter  of  his  by  me  on  that  subject. 
I  sent  it  to  Mr.  Hooke."  According  to  Buffhead,  Mr* 
Allen  accepted  the  legacv,  as  Mrs.  Blount  was  the  residuaiy 
legatee,  but  gave  it  to  the  Bath  Hospital ;  observing,  that 
Pope  was  always  a  bad  accountant,  and  that  if  to  1601.  he 
had  put  a  cipher  more,  he  had  come  nearer  the  truth.  Mr.. 
Allen  was  imm^isely  rich,  having  acquired  most  of  his 
wealth  by  a  contract  vnth  the  government  for  the  cross- 
road letters,  which  he  enjoyed  for  forty-four  years.  He  left 
Warburton  50002.,  and  Mrs.  Warburton  {niece  of  Balph 
Allen)  50002.,  besides  10,000/1  which  she  had  on  her  mar- 
riage. To  the  Bath  Hospital  he  left  10002.,  and  another 
10002.  to  be  distributed  by  his  widow  in  charity.  Ta 
William  Pitt,  L^d  Chatham,  he  cave  a  legacy  of  lOOOIL 
His  estate  appears  to  have  amounted  to  about  67,000/.,  ex- 
clusive of  lanaed  property  of  the  value  of  8600/.  per  annum. 
Pielding,  while  engaged  in  writing  Tom  Jones,  lived  very 
much  at  Tivertoi^  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wideombe,  or 
Prior  Park,  uid  dined  every  day  at  AUen's  table.  On  the 
death  of  tiie  novelist  in  1754,  ms  widow  and  four  children 
were  all  generously  provided  for  by  Allen,  who  left  them  by 
his  Win  an  annuitjr  of  1001.  each.  Tliis  fortunate  and  truly 
munificent  man  died,  at  his  seat  of  Prior  Park,  June  29, 
1764. 

The  following  letters  and  accompanyino;  document  relate 
to  the  poet's  estate^  Mx.  George  Arbutbnot  writes  to 
Martha  JBlount : 

"Madax, — ^I  am  sonylhad  not  an  opportmiitjof  waitiiupoii  voa 
before  vou  went  out  of  town,  which  the  nony  I  was  in  at  the  cloe. 
of  the  tenn  prevented.    Above  and  on  the  other  side  joa  leceiyi  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


atftte  of  Mr.  Pope's  aiEun.  Ab  9100^.  and  upwards  is  to  be  raised 
on  the  seeoritica  on  wluoh  the  monej  now  is,  it  is  i>roper  jon  and 
Mrs.  Baokett  should  agree  on  what  should  be  called  in  or  sold,  and 
the  remainder  may  be  contrired  for  toq  to  reoeiTO  the  interest  of  for 
jonr  life.  I  believe  there  is  but  7001.  doe  on  Mr.  BetheQ's  bon4 
and  as  joa  are  wiUingto  take  that  in  part  of  yoor  1000/.  there  wiU 
1500/.  to  be  raised,  and  still  less  if  jon  stay  till 


remain  Dot  14  or  ! 

Wright  and  Bowyer's  accounts  are  settled,  which  shall  Se  done'with 
all  expedition,  though  there  is  not  shore  1600/.  now  to  be  raised. 
IfTonandMrs.Backettde8ireit,aUthesecmitiesmay  be  called  in 
ana  the  prodooe  rested  in  such  other  secorities  as  yon  and  Mrs. 
Baokett  shall  agree  on ;  but  if  yon  are  both  of  opinion  some  of  them 
should  be  continued,  we  need  onlr  call  in  what  is  sufficient  to  raise 
the  moner  now  wanted;  as  the  Isecutors  are  to  act  merdy  for  your 
own  and  Mrs.  Baokett  and  her  sons'  interest  it  is  proj^  I  slunild 
hare  your  directions.  I  hope  you  enjoy  perfect  health  in  the  coun- 
try, where  I  wish  you  all  manner  of  cnreraon  and  a  pleasant  season. 
I  am^  Madam,  your  most  obedient  serrant, 

''GbO.  AXBUTHNOT. 
"  CMtto  Yard,  SB  July,  1746." 

STATl  01  MB.  pen's  AVf  AIB8  KXHTIOirXD  TS  TBB  ABOTB. 

''Eour  bonds  deliTered  by  Mr.  Pope  to  Mr.  Murray,  27  May, 
1744.  Allen  Lord  Bathursf  s  bond,  dated  26  March,  1788,  for 
2000/.,  of  which jwdd  off,  as  appears  by  endorsement,  1000/.  and 
600/.  Bond  of  WMam  Panned  sen.,  and  William  Pannett  the 
younger,  dtisen  and  grocer  of  London— 12  Peb.  1714,  for  200/.  with 
mterest  at  4  per  cent.  Bond  of  SUngsby  BetheU,  Bsq.,  dated  27 
March,  174i  for  1000/.  Bond  of  Balph  Allen,  Esq.,  dated  26  June, 
1748,  for  2000/.    These  bonds  are  now  in  Mr.  Murray's  hands. 

''It  appears  br  a  letter  of  Mrs.  Watts  and  a  memorandum  of  Mr. 
Pope's  tluit  he  nad  81  shares  in  the  Sun  Pire  Office  purchased  at 
lOll/.  7s.  Hx.  Pope  likewise  mentions,  in  a  memorandum  of  the 
dPeots,  that  Wright  and  Bowyer,  the  printers,  would  be  indebted  to 
him,  when  their  accounts  were  settled,  200/.  or  800/. ;  but  their 
accounts  are  not  yet  settled. 

"  There  was  200/.  in  Mr.  Drummond's  hands  at  Mr.  Pope's  death, 
but  it  has  been  all  drawn  out  of  his  hands,  except  44/.  2s.  6d.,  to  pay 
his  debts  and  funeral  expenses.  I  have  now  in  my  hands  49/.  166. 
and  a  bill  of  exchange  from  Mr.  Allen  for  60/..  whidi  will  be  due  in 
two  or  three  days.  I  bdiere  all  Mr.  Pope's  debts  are  paid,  except- 
ing. JOO/.  and  interest  to  Mr.  Warburton.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Searle's 
vaffer,  which  the  money  in  my  hands  ana  Mr.  Drummond's  will  pro- 
l:i?.>  discharge. 
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''The  Imunes  to  be  paid  l 
jBIOOO  to  Mn.  Blonnt 
SOO  to  Mn.  Backett. 
SOO  to  her  sons  Heniy  and  Bobert. 
100  to  John  Seatle,  and  a  year's  wages  to  him  and  Mrs.  Seaile. 
20  to  the  poor  of  Twickenham. 

£1690  and  the  Tear's  wages  to  Searle  and  his  wife. 
160  to  Mr.  Allen,  or  ^  Bath  Hospital 

£1770 

SOO  and  interest  to  be  paid  for  the  house  Mrs.  Blonnt  now 
liyes  in.  So  thai  there  mnst  be  aboTe  SlOO/.  raised 
oot  of  these  lonr  bonds  and  the  Son  Fire  Office  Shares." 

Mr.  Mumr,  as  one  of  the  Ezecutorsy  had  some  corre- 
apondenoe  witn  Misfl.Bloant  idatiTe  to  the  fumitare  of  the 
aoUOt  left  hear  hj  Pope's  will.  The  proprietrix  of  the  yilla 
hud  claim  to  the  more  fixed  part  of  the  decorations.  A 
letter  from  Murray,  dated  Slst  Januair,  1747-8,  statea 
that  Sir  W.  Stanhope  would  give  502.  if  Miss  Blount  would 
accept  it  immediateiT  for  the  furniture ;  and  he  advised  her 
to  accept  it ;  ''  for/'  he  added,  "  there  will  be  a  question 
whether  you  can  remoye  theni,  as  they  are  fixed  to  tne  free- 
hold. 11  you  should  succeed  in  that,  which  is  doubtful,  you 
must  be  at  the  expense  of  puttine;  everything  in  the  condi- 
tion it  was  before ;  and,  aiter  al(  the  things  removed  wiU 
not  sdl  for  ilie  money,  though  they  would  have  cost,  and  are 
worth  where  they  are,  a  fi;reat  deaf  more.  But  Sir  WtUiam 
pr^endi  he  should  like  the  place  as  well  ae  it  woe  hefareP* 
What  would  Pope  have  said  to  this  depreciation  of  his  be- 
loved grotto  P 

Miss  Blount  got  impatient,  and  Arbuthnot  writea : 

"Madax,— Yon  seem  nneasv  at  some  delay,  I  do  not  know  aboat 
what.  All  Mr.  Pope's  a&irs  nave  been  finished  long  since,  except- 
ing the  sale  of  some  ol  his  books,  which  n6  bookseller  will  j^e  any- 
thmg  considerable  for,  and  will  not,  I  fear,  fetch  as  much  as  is  yet  doe 
for  we  piintii^  them.  The  reason  of  this  is  the  power  Mr.  War- 
burton  has  of  paUishing  other  editions  of  the  same  books.  They  are 
worth  more  to  him  than  anv  one  else,  and  I  have  lately  had  some  dis- 
pute with  Warborton's  booxseller  about  this  matter,  who  has  at  last 
promised  to  take  them  at  a  price  shall  be  agreed  on  by  two  referees. 

''My  account  is  and  always  has  been  ready;  and  some  year^ 
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ago  I  bioiifiht  it  to  yoQ,  with  the  Toacheis,  tolookorer;  Init  joa 
dedined  domg  it.  I  will  order  it  to  be  asain  tnmaeribed  and  said  it 
to  yoiL  I  dcm't  remember  you  ever  aakea  for  an  aooonnt  before.  I 
am.  Madam,  joor  moat  obeooent  senrant,         **Qmo^Asxuvssot. 

"BeurfbrtBidlAigi,  1ft  MX,  1748.* 

The  coCTespoiideiice  between  Mr.  Arbathnot  and  his  client 
oontinued  up  to  t&e  death  of  the  latter,  and  we  subjoin  the 
condnding  letter  as  connected  with  Pope^s  estate : 

"  Godc-fltnet,  18fhN>.  176S. 

^^Maaai^— I  had  the  favour  of  your  letter,  with  that  from  Mr.  An- 
drews endoeed,  which  I  retnm  to  you.  My  ill  health  has,  in  some 
meaaore^  been  the  reason  of  my  not  answering  it  sooner. 

"l  find  yonr present  lease  is  f<»  thirty-one  years  from  the  84th  of 
Jane,  1737,  so  yon  h«?e  six  and  a  quarter  years  to  oome.  Mr.  Pope 
having  left  you  the  mterest  of  his  fortune  for  life,  which  was  afw- 
wards  to  go  to  Mrs.  Beckett's  sons,  I  remember  1&.  Henry  Badrett 
was  yenr  angzy  that  part  of  it  should  go  in  the  purdiase  of  your  lease, 
of  which  he  and  his  nrothera  were  not  likdy  to  have  any  adraniage. 
And  if  it  had  not  been  purchased  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  nu^e 
in  Mr.  Pope'a  lifetime,  his  objection  would  hare  been  Toy  reasonable: 
so  you  see  Mr.  Pope's  executors  cannot  renew  the  kaue^  ncnr  do  I 
know  that  it  is  to  your  adyantage  they  should.  But  I  think  Mrs. 
Badcetf  a  soni^  if  any  are  now  alire,  or  their  represenUtif es  (as 
they  haye  had  a  bad  bargain  ui  the  first  case),  should  haye  it  in  troir 
power  to  renew  it  if  they  think  it  wwih  thenr  while,  and  should  be 
acquainted  wiUi  Lord  Beikelejr^s  proposaL  But  I  reaUy  do  not  know 
idiereanyofthemare,orif  liying.  Mr.  Henry  Backed  was  an  attor- 
neiy,  and  I  used  to  see  him  frequently  on  busmesa,  but  it  was  many 
years aga    lam, ftc,  " Gsa Axbuthboi.'' 

Among  Pope's  Homer  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum  is  tiie 
following  note  addressed  to  Pope's  mother  by  Mrs.  Baokett : 

"  I>BAB  MoTHBB, — The  somer  coming  on  and  y*  roads  good  putts  me 
in  hopes  I  shall  soon  see  you  att  Hall  Sioye.  Mr.  Morris  is  goeing, 
and  I  shall  haye  an  empty  room  at  your  seryi^  and  another  for  my 
brother,  if  he  wiU  oUi^  me  with  Ins  good  company.  Mrs.  Poune 
comes  not  this  somer.  I  skaU  be  alone  all  somer  if  my  moUier^ 
Beckett^  and  you  don't  come  to  see  me.  All  h»:ejoineinrea]l  loye 
andsenice.    £nxn^  Dear  Mother,  your  dutyfiill  Bui'. 

*^M«.  BlCKBIT. 

Ladies  at  that  timeH-efyeu  young  ladiea  of  rank — spelt 
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reer  indifferently.  The  following  nolie,  addressed  to  Pope 
by  dIb  aged  mwier,  is  wane  in  ^lis  xespect  than  the  nsim 
ran  of  female  epistles;  but  it  illtistrates  the  motherly  stfec* 
tiott  and  piety  of  the  excellent  old  lady : 

»  Tocidaj,  12  0'dock. 
»Ht  Diub%— a  letter  firom  your  sister  yust  mom  is  oome  and 
floiie^  Vi.  Maonock  and  Charls  Saddtt^  to  take  hia  leve  of  nsj,  but 
bebg  uothixiff  m  it  doe  not  send  it«  He  iriUxiot  faile  to  odle  here  on 
Friday  suffmsg,  and  take  oeare  to  cearrie  itt  to  Mr,  Thomas  Don- 
caster.  He  sEaU  dine  wone  day  with  Mrs.  Done,  in  Docke-street; 
but  the  ^  wiU  be  nnsirtony  soe  I  thinek  you  had  better  to  send  itt 
tome.  HftwiU  not  Me  toodehercy  that  laMr.Maonook.  Tour 
sister  is  yeiy  well»  but  yonr  brother  is  not.  There's  Mr.  Blunt  of 
MapUl  Burom  is  dead;  toe  same  day  that  Mr.Lu^efidd  died.  [SSth 
Jnne^  1710.]  My  senris  to  Mis.  Blnnts^  and  all  that  ask  of  me.  I 
hxxpe  to  here  firome  yon.  and  that  you  are  weU^  which  is  my  dalye 
prs^ren;  thills  with  my  messing.    Iam,"fte. 

The  Atbenflsom,  May  80,.  1857^  furmsbes  information  re* 
specting  the  Baekett  lamily.  Charles  Backett,  the  bnsband 
<n  Fop^B  sistery  must  haye  been  a  man  of  some  property  and 
respectabla  position.  He  resided  at  Hall  Ghrore,  near  Sag- 
she^  in  Windlesham^  where  his  family  had  held  property  for 
seyml  generations.  He  appears  to  haye  died  in  1728,  ad- 
ministration being  granted  to  his  widow  on  tiie  7lli  of  No- 
yember  of  that  year.  **  We  presume,"  says  the  Athenaum, 
''that  Mrs.  Sadcett  bad  -piapertj  of  her  own,  or  properiy 
settled  to  her  own.  use,  probably  receiyed  firom  her  father ; 
tatwe  find  from  MS.  accounts  in  our  possession  relating  to 
the  estateof  a  Catholic  Lady  Cairington,  that55I.  a  year,  aa 
interest  on  11002.,  ia.  regmarly  charged  as  paid  to  Mrs. 
BadEett,firom  October,  1728,  to  June,  1780:  and  in  her  will,, 
dated  so  long  after  as  1746,  Magdalen  Beckett  refers  to 
money  due  to  her  and  receiyed  on,  or  arising  from,  the  estate 
of  Ladj  Oairinffton."  Pope  interested  bimself  to  obtain 
TO^essional  emj^cTment  for  one  of  bis  nephews— evidently 
B«niy  Beckett— who  was,  he  says,  ''bred  an  att(»niey,  but 
hj  nature  and  grace  botb^  an  bonest  man,  tohieh  even  that 
imcoHan.  haih  not  overeome.**^  We  quote  tiie  foUowix^  fur-^ 
ther  parttealars  from  the  Athensum,  which  has  preyed  a 
perfi9ct  mine  of  unprinted  materials  for  illustrating  the  bio- 
graphy of  Pope: 
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"Hicddc&BMketi  died  m  1747  or  1748.  Her  WBl  is  dated  the 
l(Khor]fkra746,adlwaepcoTed,with  She 

is  theran  aisMEibed  tt  widow«  of  tiM  periik  of  8t  Geom 
m  the  eomty  of  MkUfleser  The  execoton  tan,  niaarj  Ba^ett 
Geoge  BMtkkt,  tad  Geom  WOniot  So  £ff  ts  our  memocj  and 
notes  made  laog  nnoe  ean  oe  leKied  on,  she  bequeaths  to  her  ddest 
soOy  lifidtarij  an  annoity  of  50/.  per  anniiiHj  seeored  on  cfrtsin  meS" 
soages  and  tenements  at  WmdVisnamj— Jea¥es8msnsttins--ly  oodkaL 
we  think,  200/.  and  800/1  each— to  her  sons  Bernard,  Hemy  and 
John,— and  bequeaths  the  whole  of  the  xesidiie  to  her  son  Bobect, 
assismng  aa^  her  xeason  for  this  yreferenee,  that  she  had  not  done  so 
mnoi  &  him  as  for  her  other  children,  on  whom  she  had  alreajfy 

rrt  oonsiderahle  snms  in  settling  them  in  life.  Certain  legacies 
directs '  to  be  nud  out  of  my  laSe  brother^s  petsonal  estate  at  the 
death  of  Mn.  Maltha  Bknmtf  and  she  mentions  money  belonging  to 
her  secured  upon  the  estate  <^  La^rCsninffton.  Sht  bequeaths 
some  tnotnres  to  her  '  good  ficiend  William  Mannodk,'  if  Ker  son 
Bobert  be  wiHinff  to  put  with  them.  Thia  was  pobal^  ftmioe's 
infonnsnt,  'Mr.  ManmoL'  By  a  codicil  dated  tAe  80t£  oi  June, 
1748,  she  beqaeatbL  in  the  erent  of  the  death  of  her  son  Bobert^  the 
lesidiie  to  Geoige  Iismont,  of  Green  street,  Leioester-fidlds,  Doctor 
of  Physio,  andto  J<^  Byfield,  ofthe  parish  of  St  George  the  Mmijr, 
organ-boflder,  in  trust  for  the  issue  of  Bobert;  and  in  another  doca- 
ment,  she  mentions  Alexander,  the  son,  snd  CSudes,  the  eldest  son  of 
her  son  Bemsrd.  She  twice  mentions  her  white  parchment  Aoooont- 
Book,  and  names  George  Wilmot  as  the  executor  who  is  to  hare  pos- 
session of  it 

"Amonffst  deaths  smioimced  in  the  Omttemmi^$  Magaiim  for 
January,  1780,  is  that  of  'Bobert  Backett,  Esq.,  the  last  snrming 
nephew  of  Alexander  Pq^e.'  In  his  Will  he  is  described  as  of  Beron- 
shire-street»Qiieen-sqnare,ffentleman.  It  is  dated  the  20th  <tf  Octo- 
ber, 1775,  with  a  codicil  £ted  the  16th  of  October,  1778,  and  was 
proved  the  29th  of  December,  1779.  He  therein  sets  forth  the  WHl 
of  hiB  brother,  Henry  Backe^  of  East-street,  near  Bed-Ljon-sqnare; 
from  which  it  appears  that  Busniy  had  left  personsl  property  to  the 
value  of  about  4000/.  to  his  brother  Bobert,  subject  to  the  payment 
of  an  annuity  of  80/.  a  vear  to  his  own  widow,  Marv  Backett  and  of 
500/.  due  to  ner  under  their  marriage  settlement  Bobert  directs  Ids 
executors  to  fulfil  the  trusts  of  his  orother's  Will  He  gives  aU  the 
furniture,  &c,  in  his  house  to  his  servant  Mrs.  M'Gtf^,  and,  l^ 
codicil,  an  annuity  of  20/.,— 100  guineas  to  each  of  his  executors, 
— and  all  the  residue  to  his  executm  in  trust  for  his  grand-nephews, 
Bobert  Backett  and  George  Backett  sons  of  his  late  nephew  Alex- 
ander;  and  in  defeult  to  nis  nephew  Charles  Backett  of  the  diy  of 
Chester,  or  his  children,  if  sny  Hving.  The  witnesses  to  the  will 
sign  as  'derks  to  Mr.  Bobert  Backett' 
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"It  i^pean  from  this  Will  that  the  last  of  the  sons  of  Magdalen 
Baokett  died  in  1779;  and  the  probabilities  aie,  that  at  that  time  she 
had  ajgrandson  H^ing  at  Chester,  and  two  great-granddiildren,Bobert 
and  George,  probably  yonths,  also  living.  We  have  set  forth  ibe 
names  of  ezecntors  and  others,  because  it  may  help  the  curious  to 
further  information: — even  the  white  parchment  Aooount-Book,  with 
its  possible  revelations,  may  yet  be  in  unhonoured  existence." 

The  estate  of  Hall  Gbove  compriseB  a  f;ood  house  and  120 
acres  of  ground.  Fiffyyears  ago  it  was  in  the  occupation  of 
'^Squiie  Lister;"  now  of  Mr.  Hulse.  The  house  has  had 
ftdcmdons  made  to  it,  and  the  present  owner  has  added  largely 
to  the  grounds,  so  tiiat  it  was,  we  suppose,  in  Pope's  time,  a 
much  humbler  residence. 


BILIOS  OF  POPE. 

Thb  Editor  received  from  Sir  Edward  7.  Bromhead,  Bart., 
of  Thurlby  Hall,  Lincolnshire,  an  impression  of  a  portrait 
aeal,  on  a  ring  presented  by  Pope  to  w  arburton.  The  seal 
contains  a  good  likeness  of  the  poet,  apparently  reduced 
from  Bichardson's  profile.  The  ring  is  inscribed, ''  Bon.  A. 
Pope,  G.  Warburton.— G.  Warburton,  John  Brown."  The 
last  named  is  evidently  Dr.  John  Brown,  author  of  several 
poems,  including  an  **  Essay  on  Satire,"  addressed  to  War- 
ourtoD,  and  by  him  prefixed  to  Pope's  Works.  Dr.  Brown 
left  the  ring  to  Dr.  WilUam  Stephens,  who  left  it  by  wiU 
to  James  Swards,  Es^;  and  Mr.  Edwards  left  it,  also  by 
will,  to  his  wife,  now  Mrs.  Butt,  Trentham,  Sta£fbrdshire. 
An  en^ving  of  the  portrait  is  subjoined.  Of  this  interest- 
ing relic  Mjs.  Butt  bajb  :  ''  The  rins  has  been  much  worn, 
but  the  lettering  is  quite  legible.  &e  red  cornelian  is  also 
alightly  scratched,  but  the  portrait  is  perfect  and  uninjured." 


A  snufT-box  is  in  possession  of  a  gentleman  in  Edinburgh 
bearing  the  following  inscription : 

''This  Box,  with  a  Copy  of  his  Published  Wori^s,  was  sent  by 
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^IfttMHJw  Pop^  Eaq,,  the  Poet,  aeepmwflued  bj  »  wtiiinLNote,iii 
ifbkh  he  dUuned  a  distiiit  Uriatioimhip  to  mj  Gnin<ifnthcff(on  mj 
Motlnr's  ado),  tiie  Ber.  AhTMidfy  Pop«u  Mmuter  of  B/bVf,  Thiino» 
CtitlmeBBy  irlio  was  himsdf  aomeUimff  of  »  liteniy  c]iinmr:--the 
Books,  80  lecemd  wm,  on  the  DetSk  of  Mh.  Pope  (who  snmved 
her  HnshnidX  tatoi  vwi^  hj  BehtiTes  of  the  iKmj,  irho  nsnallj 
attend  on  soch  ooeaaions— and  the  Non,  also,  whidi  mj  eldest 
Brother  dktinoth  recolleoted  to  have  often  seen  and  rad  darinff  mj 
Grandftther»8]£: 

^The  loss  of  this  £s^^  Memento,  of  a  Teryenunent  Man,  is  to  me 
-H»  now  the  onlj  Male  BepreaentatiYe  of  both  Esther  and  Motiier'a 
Psmiliew    a  soorce  of  deep  regiet> 

^JAa.Ci]a8SLX^ 

MB&kbnri^  April,  1854.'*  Jmm*.  Commmary  Geii^. 

ThiB  box  18  a  handsome  one,  gilt,  and  mth  an  allegorical 
scene  in  relief  on  the  lid.  M^.  Campbell  has  been  miain- 
fonned  as  to  the  note  written  bj  the  poet:  tiiere  was  no  re- 
lationship between  the  parties.  We  naye  now  before  ns  a 
statement,  dated  Augost,  1822,  and  written  hj  Mr.  WiUiam 
Pope,  nephew  of  the  Caithness  clergyman,  in  which  he  says : 
*^  We  claimed  no  kindred  with  the  poet,  well  knowing  that 
we  were  the  descendants  of  a  y^  different  fiunily.'*  The 
nephew  states  that  his  nnde,  on  his  yisit  to  London,  was  in- 
trtxlaced  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  inyited  him  to  dinner  in 
company  with  the  poet^  and  that  they  advised  him  to  aban- 
don the  Chnrcb  01  Scotland  and  come  to  England  with  his 
fiimily,  and  qnalify  himself  for  entering  the  English  Chnrch. 
This  advice  tiie  minister  declined  to  foUow. 

The  drawing  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  by  Pope,  in  thepomes- 
sion  of  the  Sey.  Thompson  Stoneham,  Ketley,  by  Welling- 
ton, Salop,  was  engrayeo,  as  stated  in  the  text  (anii,  page 
90),  for  an  edition  of  the  Essajr  on  Man,  printed  in  17^. 
There  may  have  been  an  earlier  impression,  as  the  plate  is 
dated  in  1744.  At  the  dose  of  his  mtroductory ''  Aoveriise- 
ment"  to  the  Essay,  Warbnrton  says:  '^The  reader  will 
excuse  my  adding  a  word  conoeminff  uie  firontispiece ;  which, 
as  it  was  designs  and  drawn  by  Au.  Pope  himself,  would  be 
a  kind  of  cariosity,  had  not  the  excellence  of  the  thought 
otherwise  recommended  it.  We  see  it  represents  the  vanity 
of  human  glory  in  the  false  pursuits  after  happiness  $  where 
the  ridicule  in  the  curtain-c^web,  the  death^s  head  crowned 
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with  ianiel,  and  fhe  nevefrtl  mscriptioxui,  hare  all  the  force 
and  beauty  ef  one  of  his  best  wrote  salares.  Nor  is  there 
less  expression  in  the  bearded  philosopher  sitting  bj  a  foun- 
tain nmninff  to  wasteland  blowing  up  bubbles  with  a  straw, 
firam  a  small  portion  of  water  taken  out  of  it  in  a  dirfy  dish ; 
admirably  representing  the  vain  business  of  school  philosophy, 
that,  with  a  little  artifical  logic,  sits  myenting  airy  arguments 
in  support  of  false  science,  while  the  human  understanding 
at  laqge  is  suffered  to  lie  waste  and  uncultiyated." 

In  a  communication  with  which  we  haye  been  feiyoured  by 
Mr.  Stoneham,  he  mentions  that  in  the  painting  itself  there  are 
not  only  all  the  particulars  of  the  engraying,  but  a  full-length 
firare  of  a  rake  reflecting  amongst  the  ruins  of  Bome — 
"  Koma  JBteme.*^  He  is  seated  on  a  stone  under  a  tree 
growing  out  of  the  ruinsy  and  oyer  his  head  is  the  inscrintion 
aie  tranMU  ghria  mundi.  Abore  this  is  the  deatVs  head 
crowned  wim  laurel;  and  at  the  feet  of  the  penitent  rake 
lies  the  upper  portion  of  a  statue  inscribed  Tiro  Immortali. 
His  dress,  once  fashionable,  is  patched  and  torn,  his  looks 
are  haggard  and  miserable,  he  is  partly  supported  by  a  staff, 
and  kneeling  down  dose  to  the  troughs  where  he  has  just  fed 
the  swine,  he  joins  his  hands  and  appears  in  the  attitude  of 
prayer.  In  his  left  hand  is  a  scroll  containing  a  sketch  of 
the  parable  of  the  Frodijzal  Son,  and  the  comer  of  the  scroll 
shades  the  letters  Im  of  the  inscription  OajnioU  ImmohiU 
Saxum^  thereby  changing  it  to  mobile.  The  right  arm  of  the 
figure  rests  on  the  moulding  of  the  plinth  or  pedestal  of  the 
statue  inscribed  Viro  ImmortaU.  There  are  otner  interesting 
points  in  the  picture.  Perhaps  the  inconjnruity  of  mixing  up 
the  Scripture  parable  with  the  ruins  of  fiome  led  Pope  to 
reject  the  figure  of  the  Prodigal  Son  firom  the  drawing  copied 
by  the  engrayer  for  the  Essay  on  Man. 

VI. 

THB  WILLS  OP  POPl'S  7ATHSB  AJSTD  KABTHA  BLOVKT. 

Iir  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Albxaitdib  Pops,  of 
Binfield,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  gentleman,  beii^  in  health 
of  body  and  of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  make  this  my  last 
Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following :    Impri- 
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miBi  I  beqaesUi  m^  boqI  to  idmightj  God,  troBtiiig  tinoagh 
the  merits  of  Ohiut  to  xeo^Te  eternal  nlfstioiL  For  my 
woridly  estate,  I  dispose  tiieieof  as  fbllowetti:  Item,  I  gnre 
and  bequeath  unto  my  dear  and  lorniff  wife,  Bditha  Pope, 
the  fbimtaie  of  her  cniunber,  rings,  and  jewels.  Item,lDe- 
gneathnntomysaidwiftthesamofTwentjPoimds.  Item, 
I  gire  and  bequeath  to  mj  son-in-kw,  Ohanes  Beckett,  and 
to  my  dear  dauj^ter,  Magdalen,  his  wiGs^  to  each  of  them  the 
sum  of  Six  Pomds  for  monzning.  All  tiie  rest  of  my  estate, 
real  and  personal,  my  goods,  chattels,  lands,  tenements^  and 
hereditaments  whatsoever,  but  more  espeiBially  my  lent- 
charse  out  of  Mr.  Ohapman's  -estate,  ms .,  out  m  the  manor 
of  Boston  and  elsewhere  in  tiie  coontj  of  York,  and  my 
lands  and  tenements  in  Binfidd,in  the  county  rfBerks,  and 
in  'Wmdflham,  in  Surrey,  I  do  giro  uid  beneath  unto  my 
dear  son  and  <mly  heir,  Alexander  Pope.  Aiid  I  do  hereby 
make,  constitute,  and  appoint  the  saia  Alexander  P<m  sob 
executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  xeroking  all 
other  wiDs  whatsoever.  In  witness  whereof  I  hare  hereunto 
set  my^  hand  and  seal  this  ninth  day  of  February,  Anno 
Domini  1710.  Albxahdbb  Pops. 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  dedared  by  the  said  Alex* 
ander  Pope  to  be  his  last  Will  and  Testament^  in  the  pre- 
sence of 

JOHV  DOVOASTLl. 

BurATHAV  Patnb. 
MbbotBbboh^ 

[lie  Wm  was  proved  by  the  Bxecutor  on  the  8th  of  No- 
vember, 1717.  The  name  of  the  last  attesting  witness  should 
probably  be  Marjr  Beach,  that  of  the  poefs  nurse;  but  the 
signature  ii  very  indistinct.] 


Ih  the  name  of  Gh>d,  Amen.  I,  Mabtha.  Bloust,  of 
Berkeley-row,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Gteorge^  Hanover-square, 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  spinster,  do  make  tiiis  my  last 
Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following:  Impri* 
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xniSy  I  giye  to  mj  god-daughter,  Mrs.  Ticbbome,*  the  sum  of 
One  hundred  poundB.  I  also  giye  to  Matthew  Swinbuinei 
EBq.,^<^  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds.  I  giye  to  Mrs. 
Ann  Blount  the  Bum  of  Pifly  pounda,  and  foigiye  her  the 
debt  she  owes  me.  I  giye  to  my  xnaid,  Mary  Srown,  TifW 
pounda  and  all  my  wearing  appaorel,  linen  and  woollen,  with 
the  furniture  of  my  beddiamber  and  dressing-room.  I  giye 
to  my  other  maid  JElye  pounds.  I  giye  to  iSeanor  Aylmer, 
my  former  servanti  Thiriy  pounds.  For  other  proper  ex- 
penses, I  leaye  to  the  disoretion  of  my  Executor.  All  the 
worldly  goods  and  effects  I  die  possessed  of  (after  these  lega- 
cies are  paid)  I  giye  to  my  dear  nephew,  Michael  Blount,  of 
Mapledurham,  in  the  oounty  of  Oxford,  Bsouire,  whom  I 
constitute  my  full  and  sole  Executor  and  Acuninistrator  of 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  In  witness  of  which  I 
haye  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  18th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1762. 

Mabtha.  Blouht. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  deliyered  in  the  presence  of  the  under- 
written witnesses : 

E.  Cox. 
Mabt  Bbowk. 

I  desire  my  nephew,  Michael  Blount,  to  giye  MSss  Betty 
Hooke^^  my  silyer  tea-kettle  and  lamp  for  her  great  kindness 
to  me;  and  Mr.  Trustdale  61.  58.  besides  his  bills,  for  his 
kind  attendance  on  me.    Dec.  21, 1762. 

Majitha  Blouvt. 

[The  Will  was  proyed  by  the  oath  of  Mr.  Blount,  the 
Executor,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1768— six  days  after  the 
death  of  the  Testator.  Teresa  Blount  seems  to  haye  died  in- 
testate.] 

•  Martha  Blount's  brother  married  the  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Sir  Joseph 
Tichbomey  of  Tichbome,  Hants. 

!•  Sir  Wmiam  Swinbinme,  the  second  baronet  of  Ci^heaton,  Northumber- 
land, married,  inl697,  Karj,  dao^^ter  of  Anthony  KnArfiftld,  Esq.,  of  White- 
knights,  BeikSi  the  maternal  grand£mier  of  Ifaztha  Blomit 

i>  Probably  the  sister  or  danghter  of  Nathaniel  Hooke  the  historian,  Trith 
whom  Pope  and  ICartha  Blonnt  were  veiy  intimate. 
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YIL 

PAJOLT  OF  KB.  IDWAXD  BLOUlTTi  POFB'B  VBIBirD. 

Ms.  Edwjlsd  Bloitht  (who  has  hitherto  been  Btnngely 
oonfoimded  inth  Mr.  Micnael  Blount,  of  Mapledurham,  the 
brother  of  Teresa  and  Martha  Blount)  was  oi  ti^e  Sodin^n 
branch  of  the  iUastrioas  familj  now  represented  by  Sir  £d- 
wacrd  Blount^  Bart.  Sir  Walter  Blount,  the  zealons  Boyalist 
in  the  time  of  Charles  I.,  and  the  second  Baronet  of  the 
family,  after  his  release  from  the  Tower,  seems  to  hare  gone 
down  to  Bla^^don  Honse,  parish  of  Paignton,  Deronahire^  on 
a  yisit  to  his  eldest  son,  Gleorge,  afterwards  Sir  George 
Bbnnt,  who  had  married  Mary,  sole  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Sir  WiUiam  Tfirkham^  of  Blagdon,  Kiught.    Here,  in  all 

frobability.  Sir  Walter  ended  his  da^s,  for  he  was  buried  in 
*ai^ton  Church,  29th  August,  1654. 
Sir  QeoTge  Blount  had  yarious  children : 

1.  Sir  Walter  TCirkham  Blount,  who  died  without  issue  at 
Ghent,  in  Flanders,  May  12, 1717. 

2.  Georee  (who  died  in  1782,  aged  80)  married  first  to 
Mary,  d.  of  Henry  Earl  of  Thomond,  by  whom  he  had  no 
issue.  Secondly,  to  Constantia,  d.  of  Sir  Gteorge  Cair,  of 
Tor  Abbey,  Deyonshire,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  and  five 
daughters.  Two  of  the  sons  died  in  in&iu^;  the  third, 
Edward,  succeeded  his  uncle,  Sir  Walter  E^irkham  Blount^ 
as  fourth  Baronet.  Of  his  five  daughters,  1,  Constantia^  m. 
Sir  John  Smyth,  of  Acton  Bumell,  in  Salop ;  2,  Maiy,  m. 
Mr.  Edward  Dickenson,  of  Wrightington,  in  Lancashire;  8, 
4, 5,  Anne,  Elisabeth,  and  Catherine,  all  died  at  Cambny 
unmarried.  

8.  William  Blount.  [''  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  William 
Blount,  Esq.,  Third  Sonne  of  Sir  George  Blount  of  Sodding- 
ton,  Buronet,  who  dyed  in  the  21  yeare  of  his  age  on  y*  9tii 
of  May,  1Q7V—Jh8cnpti<m  an  flai  ttone  in  ike  Clumeel  qf 
Biiifieid  ChurdkA 

4.  Edwabb  Blottut,  the  friend  and  correspondent  of 
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Pope.  On  the  death  of  Sir  George,  in  1667,  the  DeTonsliire 
nroperiy,  acquired  hj  his  nuirriage  with  the  heirees  of  Kirk- 
ham,  was  setfiled  on'hia  fourth  son,  Edward,  who  about  the 
year  1700  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Guise,  of 
jBentcombe,  Gloucesterslure.  rope  dates  one  of  his  letters 
to  Mr.  Blount  from  Bentcombe : 

"  Bentcombe  in  Qlonoestenhire,  Oct  8, 1721. 

''Your  kind  letter  has  oyertaken  me  here ;  for  I  have  been  in  and 
about  this  country  ever  since  your  departure.  I  am  well  pleased  to 
date  this  from  a  place  so  well  known  to  Mrs.  Blount,  where  I  write 
as  if  I  were  dictated  to  by  her  ancestors,  whose  £aces  aie  sU  upon  me. 
I  fear  none  so  mud^  as  Sir  ChristoDher'  Guise,  who,  being  in  his  shirty 
seems  as  ready  to  combat  me,  as  her  own  Sir  John  was  to  demoUsk 
Duke  Lancaster.  I  date  say  your  lady  will  recollect  his  fijgfure.  I 
boked  upon  the  mansion,  walls,  and  tenaces;  the  plantations,  and 
slopes,  wnioh  nature  has  made  to  command  a  yaiieiy  of  valleys  and 
rismg  woods,  with  a  veneration  mixed  with  a  pleasure,  that  repre- 
sented her  to  me  in  those  puerile  amusements  which  engaged  her  so 
many  years  ago  in  this  place.  I  fancied  I  saw  her  sober  over  a  sam* 
pier,  or  gay  over  a  jointed  baby.  I  dare  say  she  did  one  thing  more, 
even  in  tnose  early  times :  'Eemember  her  Creator  in  the  days  of  her 
youtL'" 

By  this  lady  Edward  Blount  had  four  daughters  and  na 
issue  male,  rope,  in  oue  of  his  letters  to  ^uurtha  Blounl^ 
mentions  the  marriage  of  Viscount  Dunbar  to  the  daughter 
of  Lord  Clifford,  and  states  that  one  of  the  agents  in  the 
affair  was  Mr.  Edward  Blount,  ''who,  it  was  thought,  might 
have  jprovided  for  that  noble  Viscount  much  better  out  of  nia 
own  family."  Mr.  Blount's  family,  however,  was  amply,  even 
nobl^,  provided  for.  Elizabeth,  his  eldest  daughter,  was  mar- 
ried in  his  Ufetime  in  1725  to  the  Hoil  Hugh  Clifford,  who, 
upon  the  death  of  his  fEither  in  1780,  became  Lord  Clifford. 
Mary,  the  second  daughter,  in  November,  1727,  married  the 
Hon.  Edward  Howaro,  who  upon  the  death  of  his  brother  in 
1782,  became  Duke  of  Norfolk.  ''  She  graced  that  hieh  sta- 
tion," says  Sir  Alexander  Croke,  "  by  the  beautv  and  dignity 
of  her  person  and  the  splendour  of  her  wit  ana  talents,  and 
died  in  1778."  Mrs.  Edward  Blount,  widow  of  the  poet's 
friend,  went  abroad  with  her  two  unmarried  daughters  and 
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fixed  her  residenoe  at  Antwerp.  In  that  city,  Anne^  the 
tlkiid  daQghteri  took  the  Teil  in  a  conTent  of  TTrsuUneBy  a  le- 
ligioiiB  order  inatitated  chiefly  for  the  education  of  young 
iMliea.  Thonrii  a  foreigner,  atie  waa  soon  after  elected  Su- 
perior of  the  house,  and  hy  her  talents  and  exertiona  ahe 
rendered  the  establishment  one  of  the  most  celebrated  con- 
yents  for  education  in  the  Low  Countries.  She  remained  in 
that  station  till  her  death  in  1779.  Henrietta,  the  fourth 
dMighter,  waa  first  married  to  Peter  Fhdi,  Eb^  merchant, 
Antwerp,  and  after  his  decease  to  the  Hon.  Fmlip  Howard, 
of  BudLonliam,  Norfolk,  younger  brother  of  the  abore  Ed- 
ward Duke  of  Norfolk. 

Mr.  Bdward  Blount  went  abroad  after  the  rebellion  of 
1715-6.  He  seems  to  hare  finally  returned  in  1728,  and 
taken  up  his  abode  in  his  paternal  residence  at  Blagdon.  ''I 
cannot  deny,"  says  Pope,  ^  but  I  haye  a  mixture  <n  enyy  to 
you  all  for  loring  one  another  so  well,  and  for  enjoyinff  the 
sweets  of  that  lue  which  can  only  be  tasted  by  peope  of 
good  win. 

**  *  Th^  ih»i  an  iluidflt  Um  darioMM  can  ezdode^ 
And  ftom  a  dBMTt  baniih  toUtiide.' 

Torbay  is  a  paradise,  and  a  storm  is  but  an  amusement  to  such 
people.  If  you  drink  tea  upon  a  promontoiy  that  oyerfaangs 
the  sea,  it  is  preferable  to  an  assembly;  and  Uie  whistling 
of  the  wind  better  music  to  contented  and  loring  minds, 
than  the  opera  to  spleenful,  ambxtious,  diseased,  distastefiil, 
and  distracted  souls  which  this  world  affords."  The  mansion- 
house  of  Blagdon,  as  we  learn  firom  Sir  A  Groke's  wori^  was 
situated  at  ^e  foot  of  a  hill  which  obstructed  all  yiew  firom 
it,  but  at  a  small  distance,  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  stood  a 
summer-house,  which  commanded  a  yiew  of  the  beautiful 
harbour  of  Torbay.  This  spot  was,  no  doubt,  the  tea-table 
promontory.  Mr.  Blount  died  in  Lcmdcm,  July  28,  1726, 
and  his  estate  of  Blagdon  was  sold  for  the  bcoiefit  of  his 
widow  and  daughters.  Another  portion  of  tiie  Deyonshire 
property,  the  manor  of  East  Comworthy,  was  sold  by  Mrs. 
Blount,  in  1789,  to  William  Chalwiche,  Esq.,  for  260M. 
(Ommmnieated  by  Dr.  Oliver^  Bxeier^frtm  the  d^  ofuie.) 
This  lady  is  described  as  a  person  of  uncommon  talents  and 
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acquirements.  TheCoiintessof  Fomfret  met  her  ab  Antwerp 
in  1741,  and  gires  an  interesting  account  of  her  sentiments 
and  mode  of  life.  She  remains  the  rest  of  her  life  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Antwerp,  and  died  July  16,  1752.  Por- 
traits of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blount  are  preserved  at  Thomdon 
Fall,  Essex,  the  seat  of  Lord  Fetre. 


vm. 

LIST  07  pope's  WOBJU. 

Ws  subjoin  a  list — the  most  complete  we  haye  been  able 
to  form— of  Fope's  separate  publications,  with  their  respec- 
tiye  dates : 

1709.  In  Tonson's  Miscellanj,  jmrt  tL,  Jamuoy  and  Maj,  from 
Chaucer ;  the  Epiitle  of  Sarpedon,  from  tne  12th  and  16th 
Books  of  Homer ;  and  the  Pastorals. 

1711.  Ebsst  on  Critioism  (Ano^inoiu).    London :  W.  Lewis. 

1718.  In  Lmtot's  Miscellany— The  First  Book  of  Statins'sThehaas: 
the  Pable  of  Yertomnus  and  Pomona,  from  the  14Ui  Book  of 
Ovid's  Metamorphoses ;  to  a  Yonng  Lady  with  the  Works  of 
Yoitore ;  on  Silence ;  to  the  anther  of  a  roem  entitled  '*  Soo- 
cessio ;"  and  the  Bape  of  the  Look  (first  draft  of  the  poem, 
without  author's  name  or  dedication). 
„      In  Spectator,  Nov.  10,  The  Messiah. 

1713.  Windsor  Forest.    London :  B.  Lintot 

„      Ode  for  Music  on  St  Cecilia's  Day.    Do. 

„     Ph>logue  to  Addison's  Cato,  pubushed  in  the  Qoardian,  and 

with  the  Tragedy. 
„      NanratiTe  of  Dr.  Bobcrt  Norris,  concerning  the  strange  and 

deplorable  Frenzy  of  J.  D.  (John  Dennis— Anonymous.) 

Lintot. 
„     I^ht  papers  in  the  Guardian.  Nos.  4, 11,  40, 61,  78, 91,  92, 

1714.  The  Bi^  of  the  Lock,  with  Additions.  (Enhoged  to  fi?e 
cantos,  with  machinery  and  dedication.)    lintot. 

„  In  "Poetical  Miscellanies"  by  Steele,  The  Wife  of  Bath,  from 
Chancer;  the  Airival  of  Ulysses  at  Ithaca^  part  of  the  ISth 
Book  of  the  Odyssey;  and  the  Gardens  of  AloinoQs,  part  of 
7th  Book.    Tonson. 
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„  A  ILbj  to  the  Look,  or  a  Treatiae  pioyisg  beyond  all  oontra- 
diction  the  dangerons  tendency  of  a  late  poem  entitled  "  The 
BiqpeoftheLoor'toGoTenmientBeligion.  BjEsdiasBar- 
nevdt^  Apoth.    J.  Boberta. 

„  Tranalation  of  tiie  Hiad,  yoL  L,  oontainingthe  fonr  fiist  bodka, 
irith  Preface,  Eaaa^  and  Obaerrationa.    Lintot. 

1716.  Second  YoL  of  the  Iliad. 

„  A  Foil  and  Troe  Aoooont  of  a  horrid  and  barbarona  Eerenge 
bj  Poiaon  on  the  Body  of  Mr.  Edmnnd  Oorll,  Bookaeller, 
irith  a  Paithfhl  copy  of  hia  last  Will  and  Teetament.  Pobliah'd 
br  an  Eye  Witneaa.    J.  Boberta,  ftc. 

,,      Spiatleto  Jenraa.    Lintot. 

„     TheWorma.    A  Satire.    J.  Boberta. 

1717.  Third  Tol.  of  the  Biad. 

M  The  Worka  of  "Mi,  Alexander  Pope.  lontot.  (A  Tery  hand- 
aome  vol,  both  in  folio  and  qnarto,  printed  by  Bowyer  for 
Lintot.  The  Epiatle  of  Eloiaa  to  Abelard  first  appeared  in 
this  collection.) 

17184^.  Tonrth,  fifth,  and  aixth  yols.  of  the  Biad. 

1781.  Yeraes  on  Mr.  Addison's  Dialogoea  on  Medals,  first  printed  in 
Tiokell's  edit  of  Addison's  Works. 

1788.  Belect  Works  of  PameU,  inscribed  in  Poetical  Epatle  to  the 
Earl  of  Oxf  Old. 

1715.  Edition  of  Shakespear.    SixtoIb.  4ito.    Tonson. 

„     !Eranalation  of  the  Oci^yssey,  vols.  L,  iLj  and  iii    Idntot. 
1786  M  j»       Yola.  iy.  and  T.    Do. 

„  Mr.  Pope's  PamiliarLetteia  to  Hemy  Cromwell,  Eaf.  Oorll's 
Miscellanea. 

1787.  Miscellanies  by  Pope,  Bwift^  Arbnthnot,  and  Gay.  Two  vols. 
Motte. 

1788.  Miscellanies,  YoLiiL,  entitled  ^*  The  Last  Yolmne." 

,,      Tbn  Donoiad,  an  Heroic  Poem  in  Three  Books.     Doblin 

C*  ted.  London :  reprinted  for  A.  I>odd.    (No  earfier  edition 
been  found.) 

1789.  The  Dondad,  with  Notes  Yarionim,  &o.,  4ito  and  Bto.    Law- 
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1732.  OftheUseofBiohes.  An  Epistle  tg  the  Big^  Hon.  Allen 
LordBathnnt.    L.  Gilliyer. 

„  An  Esaaj  on  Man.  Addreeeedio  a  [Friend.  PartL  (Anony- 
mons.)  J.  Wilfpird.  Fart  iL  or  ISpMg  ii  alao  pvbMed  1^ 

1733.  Of  tiie  EnowledjTO  and  Gharaotera  of  Hen,  en  EDistle,  ad- 
dressed to  ibe  jRight  Hon.  Lord  VisoouQt  Colmam.  L. 
Gillirer. 

„     EssayenHan.    EpistieiiL    (Anonymous.)    J.Wilford. 
i,     llie  Eirst  Satire  of^the  Second  Book  of  Horace,  Imitated  in  a 

Dialofipae  between  Alexander  Pope  of  Twickenham^  in  Conn. 

Hidd.^  Esq.,  on  the  one  hand,  ana  his  Learned  Connsel  on  the 

other.    A.I>odd. 
1731  Essaj  on  Man.     Ej^e  xy.    (Anonymoos.)     J.  WUford. 

Also  published  this  year  In  a  collected  form  in  quarto,  of 

which  a  yellnm  bonnd  oopy  is  at  Ma^ednrham.    Anther's 

name  not  giyen^  but  yignette  portrait  of  Tope  in  the  work. 
,,     The  Second  Satire  of  flie  Second  Book  of  Horace.    (Printed 

along  with  a  reprijoit  of  the  first  Satire  of  the  Second  Book.) 

GilHyct 

1736.  An  Epistle  from  Mr.  Pope  to  Dr.  Arbutimot    CKUiyer. 

„  A  Semon  against  Adtdteiy ;  beingSob^  AdWee  from  Horace 
toihe  Young  Gentlemen  about  Town,  as  delnrered  in  his  Second 
Sermon.  Imitated  in  the  manner  of  Mr.  Pope.  Printed  for 
H,  Boreman,  at  the  Codk  on  Ludgaie  Hill.  (Included  also 
in  small  edit,  of  Pope's  Wprks,  1738,  by  B.  Dodsley  and  T. 
Cooper.) 

M  OntheC%araotersofWomen»  An  Epistle  ^  i^  Ijady,  by  Mr. 
Pope.    L.  Oillire]^ 

J,  The  Works  of  Mr.  Alexander  Pope,  yoL  iL  L.  Gilliyer.  On 
lolio  and  quarto,  the  same  as  the  1st  yoL  of  Poetical  Woncs, 
published  by  Untot.  In  Uus  second  yoL  the  yeraion  of  Donne's 
Satires  was  published.) 

M  Mr.  Pope's  liiterBry  Correspondence  for  Thirty  Years,  from 
1704i  to  1734.    (Gurll's  surreptitious  edition.) 

1737.  The  Works  of  Mr.  Alexander  Pope  in  Prose,  or  Letters  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Pope  and  seyeral  of  his  Friends.  Knapton,  Gilliyer, 
Brindley,  and  Dodslejf .  (This  is  Pope's  edition  of  his  Corre- 
spondence puUiahAd  m  M9  and  qoam  t9  mfig^  with  Poetical 


The I^rst  Epistle  of  the  Eirat  Bookof  Sorace,  Imitated  b^ 

MnPiope.    jGL  Dodsley  and  T.Cooper. 

The  Sixth  Epistle  of  the  Tirst  Book  of  Horace  Imitated  by 

Mr.  Pope.    1.  Gilliyer. 

The  First  Emstle  of  the  Second  Book  of  Horace,  Imitated  by 

Mx.Pope.  T.  Cooper. 
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edition.    The  guinea  at  that  time  passing  for  2l8.  6d.  has 
occasioned  the  motions : 

'*  19  Eeb.,  1711-18.    Statios,  Pint  BooL    Yertomnns  £  8.  d. 

and  Pomona 16  2  6 

31  Maroh,  1711-18.    lint  edition,  Bju^       .  7  0  0 
9  April,  1718.    To  a  Lady  presenting  Yoitmre;  npon 
Silenoe;  To  the  Author  of  a  Poem  called  'ooo- 

oessio' 8  16  6 

88  Peb.,  1718-13.    Windsor  Porest        .               .  88  6  0 

83JtilT,1718.    Ode  on  St.  Ceoilia'B  Daj       .       .  15  0  0 

80  Peb.,  1718-14u    Additions  to  the  Bape      .       .  16  0  0 

1  Peb.,  171^15.    Temple  of  P&me       .       .       .  88  6  0 

30Amil,1716.    KeytotheLook  .       .               .10  16  0 

17  Jnl/,  1716.    Essay  on  Criticism  [new  edit.]       .  15  0  0 

18  Deo.,  1781.    Pamell's  Poems    .               •       .  15  0  0 
2B  March,  1718.    Homer,  toL  L    .       •       .       .  815  0  0 

„       „        „          „     650  books  on  royal  paper  176  0  0 

9  Psb.  1716-16.    Homer,  toL  iL  .       .       .       .  816  0  0 

7  May,  1716.            „     650  royal  paper     .       .  150  0  0 
lliis  article  is  repeated  to  the  srnth  Totnme  of  Ho- 
mer. To  which  is  to  be  added  another  snm  of  840/., 
paid  for  an  assignment  of  all  the  copies.    The 

whole  of  this  part  of  the  acoomut  amonmanjj;  to     .  8808  4  0 
Gopy-moners  for  the  Odyssqr,  vols.  L,  iL,  uL,  and 

750  or  each  vol  royal  puper  4to      .       .       .  615  6  0 

Ditto  for  the  Yob.iT.,T.,  and  750  ditto          .       .  485  18  7i 

£4844  8  7f ' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KOTBS  Ain>  OOBBECnONS. 

Pop^B  jPa<&flr.— The  ooqjectve  {pige  16)  diat  Pope's  hdMitai^  Mtg- 
dalea  Babkett,  iras  the  dmghter  <»f  thepeei^s  fkttwr  ij  a  prerloui  mar- 
dage,  hai,  aiiioB  the  gnater  part  of  tlds  ydime  was  pstated  ofl;  bee&  com- 
ihmed.  Mr.  Hottel^  hookseUei^  Pleeadffly,  in  the  Advenatia  attached  to 
ilia  Catalogoe  of  Kay  AO,  1867,  pnUidied  n  eztiaoft  fttnt  ftLondoii  Dimo- 
txof  d  1677,  ahowing  that  In  the  liot  af  inen&aiiftB  for  that  year  waa 
"^JUezaad.  Pope^  BrotdstneL"  ThB  iihmmm  ibihmed  tUaiq^  )>7  a 
«itatioafram  the  register  of  St  Bennet-JIsk,  In  wUch  part «f  Broad-street 
ji  jitnated:  "167^,  li  Avg.— Bnried,  JM^agdakn,  theiHfr  «f  iJUzandar 
Pope.**  There  can  be  np  doiibt  that  tiJa  Magdalwi  Pope  was  €ha  ^fife  of  the 
poet%  Ihther,  iiho  had,  prefioB  to  ]iis  removal  4e  Lomhard-stfeet,  redded  in 
Bioad-street  dunng  the  period  1«77-1679.  The  AAentmm  tether  pnb- 
UdisB  an  aiteot  fam  the  «^nd>Iished  cooespeiideooe  of  FopeirHk  Mr. 
CafyDjinwhiditheyoetintos:  <* J(jr  aistv  Baokatt  waa  myoimfkthei^a 
daughter  by  a  former  wife."  Of  Pope's  aflbctionateyeneration  for  his  father 
a  fredi  fflnstration  has  recently  been  disooyered.  In  the  first  ydame  of  the 
copy  of  Bowles's  Pope  in  the  libraxy  at  Mi^dediirham,  the  late  Mr.  Blount 
had  inserted  the  following  fragment  of  a  note  in  the  poet's  handwriting, 
evident^  addressed  to  Teresa  or  Martha  Blount,  or  to  both:  **  I  diould 
think  that  inloabg  my  fother,  I  have  lost  half  my  friends,  if  IdidnottUnk 
yon  so.  The  greatest  comfort  I  can  hsTS  will  be  in  hearing  from  yon  and 
in  aeefaig  yoo.    I  am  tmly  yonis,  A.  P." 

CcrcmUkm  iff  George  L,  page  71. — ^The  King  arrived  in  England  in 
September,  1714,  bat  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation  did  not  take  place  till 
the  20th  of  October;  consequently  Pope's  Epistle  must  have  been  written 
sahseqnent  to  this  date. 

AMmtUgf  to  Terem  BlomU,  page  76.— The  Editor's  anthori^  for  this 
statement  is  the  "Genealogy"  of  the  Blomiti,  drawn  np  by  the  fomfly  di^H 
lain,  the  Bev.  Charles  Lefebvre,  and  preserved  in  the  original  manuscript  at 
MMpiaii^tii^in,  Mr.  Lefobvre's  words  are — **  That  Teresa,  not  Martha,  waa 
frequently  the  otdect  of  his  (Pope's)  rhymes,  is  proved  from  original  letters 
now  pnhHdied;  and  that  she  was  his  first  fovourite  and  the  principal  olject 
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A.  Popx'8  aignatnre  in  Grab-street 
Memoin,  373 

Addiion,  Fope'f  oompUmentarj 
letter  to^  56;  deferential reipeet 
paid  to  Addifon.  57:  disferrioe 
to  Pope,  118;  misanderttanding 
with  AddiMm,  126,  127,  128; 
Cato  prodnoed,  98;  Pope's  ad- 
Terse  OTinion  of  Cato,  92;  at- 
tacks Dennis  on  Addlson*s  ao- 
ooont,  95;  Addison's  non-ap- 
proTal  of  Pope's  interference, 
97;  Addison's  death  a  monitoij 
kn^  240;  than  Addison's  no 
brighter  page  in  literatore,  181 

Adoration  of  Pope  for  Martha 
Bloont,72 

Alexander,  Prince  of  Bhode^  25, 
26 

Alexander,  pseodoi^Tm  of  James 
lfooie-&nythe,  addressed  to 
Martha  Blonnt,  489 

Alexis,  from  the  same  to  Teresa 
Blonnt,  71,  489 

Allen,  Balph,  of  Prior  Park,  822, 
867,  869, 878, 888, 884, 896, 402, 
458 

Allen,  Mrs^  qnarrel  with  Martha 
Blonnt  877,  880,  884 

Anti-CatholicpropensitiesofP^ype, 
58  note 

Apology  for  proneness  of  resent- 
ment, 74 

Arbnthnot,  I>r.,  introduced  by 
Swift  to  Pope,  104;  conld  do 
erery  thing  but  walk,  104;  for- 
tunate appointments,  ib,;  ez- 


cursiTe  arrangements,  186 ; 
aTowed  opinion  of  Bolingbroke, 
226;  last  letter  from  Hampstead, 
811:  Pope's  reply,  812 

Arbnthnot,  Mrs.  Ann.  in  no  way 
degenerate  from  her  &ther, 
852,  886,  889;  letter  to  Martha 
Btonnt,  429,  480;  Pope's  be- 
qnests  to  her,  452,  458 

Arbnthnot,  George,  her  brother, 
452,456 

Arran,  Lad^  84, 85  noto 

Asthma  of  lV>pe's  Immorable,  886 

Astrological  cakmlatians  during 
Pope's  infimcy,  2 

Atossa,  is.  Sarah,  Duchess  of 
Mar&orouffh,  816, 892,  898 

Atterbury,  Bishop,  120;  condoling 
adrioe,  162;  appvoring  nod,  200^ 
206;  treasonaUeoorrespondence^ 
210:  defence  not  dissimilar  to 
Earl  Strailbrd's,  211;  exiled, 
214;  exchanged,  as  he  ayerred, 
fbr  Bolingbroke^  224;  his  scep- 
ticism doubtful,  218;  dies  In 
Prance^  and  is  interred  in  West- 
minster Abbej^  215 

Atticus,  a  pseudonym  for  Addi- 
son, 119 

Auction  of  uncommon  curiosities, 
249 

Authors  and  dunces  under  initials 
explained,  244 

ATowalofloTC  to  Teresa  Blount, 
75 

Axioms  in  Biiay  and  Epistles  pro- 
found, 416 
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Bowlef,  aspenes  theBloontt.  77$ 
most  poetical  of  Pope's  edtton, 
177;  clearly  defined  Pope's  lite- 
xaiy  character,  413;  his  critical 
ohserratioDS  Talnable^  414 
Borhoody  ^optfB  rhymes  in,  24 
Bridgman,    Stowe  Qardens  di- 
rector, 170 
Bristol,  Toid  of  drilised  oompenj, 

867 
Bioome,  Ber.  William,  Pope's  co- 
translator  of  the  Odyssej,  202, 
209,  217,  238,  284,  842 
Brown,  I>r.  John,  461 
Brotos,  an  epic  poem,  862 
BndgelL  Eostaoe^  270,  878 
Bnfi)^  character  of  Lord  HaUfiiz, 

411 
Bonder  John,  ie,  'Ber.  W.  Amoiy, 

149 
Bomet,  Bishop,    Lady  M.  W. 
Montagu's  tutor,  178;  satire  on 
Bishop  Bomet,  hy  Pope  and 
Gay,  241 
Ba8hVPark,132,890 
Bustles  in  London,  as  aporpoise  in 

a  storm,  848 
Bu^  idle  reading  pnhlic,  244 

Butler, %  of  Sussex,  287,  288 

Button's  Coflbe-house,  Great  Bus- 
seU-street,  67, 94, 114, 117, 118, 
124,  872,  441 
"B'ye-fore  George  I"  Goldsmith's 

usual  exclamation,  208 
Byron's  end  of  fame^  41 


Cabhages  and  turnips,  411 

Cesar  of  Bennington  fiunily,  288 
note 

CampbeD,  James,  462 

CmoDB,  Timon's  Villa,  289,  291 

Caroline^  Princess,  maids  ofhonour, 
186 

Caroline^  Queen,  her  risit  aToided 
1^  Pope,  814,  815;  Pope's  sar- 
casm on  the  Queen's  death,  848 

Gaiyllikmily,  62, 86, 166, 201, 207, 
280 


CasUe-yard,  Hdbom,  now  Castle- 
stieet,466 

Catholic  fiBumOies,  Pope's  inti- 
macy with  the  most  opulent, 
68 

Catholics  prohibited  within  ten 
miles  of  tiimdon,  882 

Caution  and  management  iUus- 
tn^411 

Care  of  Spleen,  181 

Chahners,  Alexander,  notes  on 
Pope's  letters,  66  note 

Chandos,  Duke  of;  289, 290 

Chiqpman's  translation  of  Homer, 
consulted  by  Pope^  111 

Characters  of  Women,  816 

Charles-street^  residenoeof  Martha 
Blount,  149 

Chaucer^s  robust  intellect^  362 

Cheney,  or  Cheyne^  **  huge  of  sise^" 
201,207 

Chesdden.  the  surgeon,  ZSS,  889 

Chesterfield,  Earl  oi;  890  noU; 
402,409 

Chisidck,  Pope  and  his  mother's 
residence,  147 

Chloe,816 

Christina,  wife  of  Samuel  Cooper, 
Pope's  mother^s  sister,  12 

Chronology  of  Pope's  writings,  469- 
472 

Church  or  caTalier,Pope  no  martyr 
for  either,  145 

Cibber,  CoU^,  excites  Pope's  hos. 
tility,  167, 168;  substituted  for 
Theobald,  hi  the  Dunciad,  878; 
his  Apology  '*  one  of  the  most 
delightAil  gossiping  books," 
875;  poet  laureate,  271;  desig- 
nated «<  that  feather  of  a  wit," 
869,  871;  letter  to  Pope,  872; 
yerses  on  Pope's  death,  891 

CleUnd,  Colond,  260 

Cleland,  '<  Pope  Alexander's  man 
William,"  258,  268,  290 

CleUnd,  John,  febricator  of  Lady 
M.  W.  Montagu's  letters,  148, 
262 

Cloris,  an  unfortunate  Udy,  Mrs. 
Weston,  79 
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OoDeded  editioa  of  FopeTi  Poem, 

160 
Ooogiervb  WiDiaiiiy  lidi  in  liiie- 

envBi,  85:  inlMfilorcf  Diyden's 

flunks;  hiideiitfi,4 
Connedion   of   Pope  with    the 

Bloonli  niMiilnpfl|  78 
Cooper,  Soimid,  **YandjkB  in 

nlniatine,''  IS;  hie  wift  Cliii»- 

timft,  PopeTs  aunt,  IS,  88,  89; 

Cooper  moDiimeiit  inSt  Paacrae 

Chindi,18 
Cooper,  lln.KAX7,  booikeeUer,  881 
Cope,Mii.,  86 
Corinne,  Mrs.  BlizabeUi  Thomes, 

Heniy  Cromwell'f  mistnee,  878, 

448 
Coort  of  Dolneei,  l^  Ledy  li.  W. 

M6iite9a,80l 
CoortPoenii^piiUlebed1)7<'ehaiiie- 

leet^Corn,  150, 152 
Cowlef ,  in  fpite  of  hie  fiuiUe,  a 

fine  poet,  861 
Cowper,  Aihle^,  editor  of  Nor- 

fiflk  PodiMl  Miaodlany,   281 

Cowper,  Jodith,  flnbeeq[iientIjBto. 
Hadan,  830,  S88, 828,  847 

Cowper,  William,  anthor  of  ^  The 
TariE,''228 

Cox,  Betijr,  Prior's  Cliloe,  205 

Cnufga,  elder,  repartee  to  Arthur 
Hoore,  70  note;  proflfered  pen- 
sion to  Pop&llO 

Crolcer,  John  Wilson,  898  note 

CromweU,  Hemy,  characterised  1^ 
Gay,  86;  a  <*  doTenly  bean,"  40; 
Pope's  letters  to  him,  snrrepti- 
tiouslj  obtained  and  sold  by  )iis 
mistress,  Mrs.  Thomas,  818, 820, 
826;  his  death,  45 

Cross  Inn,  Oxford,  405 


joker,"  disthi- 
801,807 

Dalea,  Pope^s  i  '   " 
neons,  128, 167, 886, 887 

Bawley ,  Lord  Bolhigbrolce*s  resi- 
deDoe^S27,888,851 

DajB  of  beanty,  days  of  greatness, 
78 

Bean  of  8t  Patrick's,  a  title  nude 
immortal  1)7  Swift,  100 

Death-bed  penitential  ferTOor^  890 

Death  of  Pope  imperceptible  to  liis 
attendaots,  891 

Delamr,  Dr.,  256,  816 

DescriptiTe  poetry  depreciated  by 
Pqpe^  18 

Desperately  wild  and  wicked,  76 

Demiis's  Mse  of  POpe,  51;  Pope 
satirises  Deuus,  95;  Dennis's 
character  of  Pope,  152;  com- 
ments on  Pope's  Iliad,  197;  his 
thnnder  amalgamated  with  Boa- 
coe's  ftar,  818 

DoTil  TkTsm,  Ileet-ftreet,  59 

Dick  Distich,  Pope  so  charac- 
terised in  tiie  Gnardian,  408 

DidiQipers,  authors  long  under 
water,  248 

Digk^,  Hon.  Bobert,  228;  his  last 
letter  to  Pope,  448 

Dirty  Patty  Blount,  77  note 

Disney,  Cokmel  "Duke,"  reaps 
his  cpima  ipoUa,  186;  parn- 
colars  respects  him,  202  note 

Dissimulation  of  Pope  attributed 
to  bodfly  weakness,  410 

Dodsley,  Bobert,  commenced  book- 
seller by  Pope's  assistance,  409 ; 
prosecuted  as  a  hint  to  Pope, 
850 

Doe  or  Boe^  275 

Doncattle,  John,  Pope's  Homeric 
copyist,  112,147,464 
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Cofl^-hoiue,  2S;  tranalation  of 
Virgil,  a  perfect  epic  perfonn- 
aoce^  131;  samt  paid  to  him  as 
literarj  remnnerakion,  114;  win- 
dow inieriptioDi,  186;  death  and 
ftuieral,  1 

Dnndad  niggetted  by  Diyden's 
MacFlecknoe,S65;  first  sketch 
of  the  Dnndad,  254,  264;  mys- 
terions  couplet  elucidated,  192, 
198, 196;  Cibher  substituted  for 
Theobtld,  267;  Fourth  Book 
oommenoed,  367,  869;  Dundad 
most  finished  of  all  Pope's  writ- 
ings, 870;  the  yarious  editions 
ddned,  256,  258,  268,  265 

jyVrttey  of  tolerable  reputation, 
42,48 


Eckershall,  **  Honest  Jenunj,"  186, 

195,  209,  852 
BgTptian  feast»  Pope  among  the 

gniasts,  890 
EIaisatoAbelizd.418 
Blton  Hall,  Huntingdonsbire,  260 
Elizabeth's  accession,  or  Queen's 

day,  anti-Pi^  processions,  55 

note;  440 
SngMdd,  of  Whiteknights,  67 
En^h  Poetiy,  BUtory  of;  medi- 
tated by  Pope,  860,  861 
Englishman,  periodical  paper,  by 

Steele,  121 
Epic  writers,  their  incapacify,  48 
l^istie  to  Jenras,  154;  Episties 

and  Moral  Essavs  praised,  289 
Equirocation  no  lie?  154 
Erinna  [Judith  Cowper],  «blush- 

ing  in  her  bajs,"  217,  220, 222, 

228,247 
Essigr  on  Critidsm,  by  Pope,  49, 

50;  criticised  1^  Dennis,  61 
Essay  on   Mm,  Pope's  magmm 

€pu»,  291—299, 893  noU  ;  abused 

by  Mallet,  298 
Ethic  J^lsties,  rerised  edition,  887 
Euthanasia,  812 
Erans,  AheL  epigrammatist;  201, 

208 
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Erasion,  a  lie  guarded,  324 
ETcry  day  another  yesterday,  89 
Exeter  'Change,  Gray  lay  there  in 
state,  800  note 

P. 

Ptony,  Lord,  $oMqiiH  of  Lord 
HerTey,yice-Chamberlain,  801, 
806,878 

Paulkner,  George,  printer,  DubUn, 
862 

Fenton,  ElQah,  Pope's  co-transla- 
tor in  tiie  Odrssey.  217, 288, 284 

Permor,  Ifrs.  Arabella,  107, 108 

Fielding,  Henry,  satire  entitled 
Pasquin,  841 ;  parodies  of  poets 
in  Tom  Thumb^  ib,i  his  famfly 
relieyed  by  Allen,  402, 458 

Flqyd,  Biddv  or  Bridget,  letter  to 
Martha  Blount,  480 

Foutainebleau,  851 

Ford,  Charles,  gazetteer,  201,  207 

Fortescue,  Pope's  **  unfee'd  coun- 
sd,"  186, 800^  825^  881, 882, 884» 
888,895 

Fox,  Henry,  Lord  Holland,  desig- 
nates Pope  as  a  licentious  lam- 
pooner, 844 

G. 

Garden  at  Twickenham,  plan  of, 
445,446 

Qarrick,  Darid,  187 

Garth's  Dispensaiy,  34;  extracts 
firom  Pope's  copy,  with  correc- 
tions, 842;  conunends  Pope's 
Homer,  117;  advice  as  to  pro- 
posed amendments,  125 

Gay,  John,  amanuensis  to  Aaron 
Hill,  156;  mock  pastorals  com- 
mended, 94  ;  oongratulatozj 
poem  to  Pope;  the  Return  from 
Troy,  197-202;  epicurean  ha- 
bits, 58;  Begg^s  Opera  hdpa 
him  to  a  luxurious  home,  58; 
his  writings  indelicate^  59; 
Gay's  death  affiwts  Pope,  800; 
pecuniary  conditions  of  Gay 
and  Goldsmith  compared^  59 
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O^ftdn  Breral,  156 
OeneTa  deicribed  by  MiOlet,  436, 

487 
QwrgB  L,  ooronatkm  o£71 
George  IL,  tatiriied  bjrope,  348; 

chancteriied  at  Solyinan  the 

Hagnifloent  343;  his  oj^on  of 

the  triainnrat&  Bolingbroke^ 

Cheeteiflelcl,  and  Cartereti  864 

mot» 
Gerard,  Lady,  885  iiofe 
Gfldon'B  lift  of  Wyoherl^,  180: 

Pope  depreciated  in  his  Art  of 

Poetry,  886 
GQliTer,  Lawton,  Pope^s  poUiaher, 

258,  273,  292 
Glorer,  ''Leonidaa,"  854, 425 
Gower^s,  Lady,  insoribed  tiee^  18 
Grange,  Lord,  of  infkmons  cele- 

farily,  198»  194 
GranTiUe^     aobaeq^oent^     Lord 

Lanadowne^  35 
Gray,    Thomai,   approbation   of 

Pope^  345, 870 
Greene,  Ber.  Henry,  45 
Green-room  society  agreeable  to 

Pope,  187 
Grey,    Arthur,    Lady  Murray's 

footman,  208 
Grotto  described,  169  note,  171, 


Birfo,  411 
Hall-groTe,  near  Bagshot,  459, 461 
HamUeton'SyWidoWyOofbe-lioiiseb 

87 
Hamilton,  Anthony,  50 
Hampton,  translator  of  Polybtos, 

291 
Handel's  exceUenoe  ^oartioned,  88 
Hardboond  brains,  444 
HU.  indicative  of  principlet,  45 
Hauess,  the  phrase  defined,  36 
HaTentock-hill,8teele'sresidenoe, 

60 
Heame's,  Thomas,  the  Qzfbrd  an- 

tiqnary,  scorrili^  on  Pope's 

Homer,  14  aofe 
Henley,  Orator,  850^  858 
Hertford,  Countess  ot  425 
Hern^,  Lord,  **  the  silken  baran," 

5,  801,  806,  873 
Hesiod's  maxim:  half  more  than 

the  whole,  195 
Hewitt,  John,  rostio  lorer  kiDedl^ 

lifi^tnbg,  186 
Hill,  Aarco,  characterised  as  a 

Tain  prcjector,  282;  castigatory 

reply  to  Pope^  285 
Hippocrsne's  water,  238 
Homer  translated  l^  Pppe^  11 1> 

118»  114 
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Idle  fellows  of  the  Peather,  115 
BiAd,  Pope  occii^ied  in  the  trans- 
lation, 178;    completed,  with 

dedication  to   Congrere,  196; 

I>enni8*s  comments  on  Pope*s 

Iliad,197 
d-hnmonred  men  nerer  patriots 

or  fHend%  286 
Immortality  conferred  by  Pope  on 

friends  and  enemies,  197 
Immortality  of  the  soul,  889 
Income,  Pope's,  whence  derired, 

409 
Indian  crowns  of  feathers,  50 
InfldfOi^,  Pope's  fiiends  tinged 

with,  54 
Inner  Temple-gate  Pope  bnming, 

55«ol0 
Intezmenti  Pope^s  instmctions  fat, 

891 
Intestapy  of  Maria  Teresa  Blowit, 

465 
Irritobility,  Pope's,  and  senidtlTe- 

ness  proyerbial,  411 
Isabella,  Lady— Mrs.  Peress,  45 


Jacobite  riot  at  Oxford,  1715, 145; 
Jacobite  insnrrection,  118 

Jerras,  EneUer's  pnpil,  instructs 
Pope  in  painting,  89;  paints 
picture  of  the  Miss  Blonnts,  66 
note;  portrait  of  Addison,  124; 
portoalt  of  Pope,  now  at  Ma- 
^tednriiam,  425;  his  house  in 
Clereland-row,  Pope's  town  re- 
sidence, 186;  epistie  to  Jerras, 
154 ;  other  references,  166, 816, 
851,  852 

Johnson's,  Br.  Samuel,  London,  a 
poem,  admired  by  Pope,  846; 
his  biography  of  Sarage  quoted, 
859;  his  biography  of  Pope  ad- 
mirable fer  minuteness  of  detail, 
405 

E. 

Eennett,  Bishop   White,    diary 

quoted,  108 
Kent,  William,  "  inrentor  of  mo- 


dem gardenhig,"  19;  succeeds 

Bridgman,  170,  854 
Key,  Eey.  D.,  447;  Rev.  W.  Key, 

of  Ackworth,  425 
Key  to  the  Lock,  108 
King,   William,   DJD.,  Jacobite 

Principal  of  St.  Mary  Hall, 

Ozf(»rd,d85 
Kingston,   ''my  Lady  Duchess 

drunk,"  185 
Kneller  paints  for  Pope  a  portrait 

of  Lady  M.  W.  Montagu,  189; 

fooled  by  the  wits  to  the  top 

of  his  bent,  201,  207;  Kneller 

and  Jerras's  portraits  of  Pope 

praised,  408 
Kniffhts  of  the  Bathos,  270 
Kyrle,  John,  the  Man  of  Boss,  291 


Lslius,  t.0.  Bdhigbroke,  292 
Landscape   gardening,  Pope  ex- 
celled hi,  19 
Lawless,  Cadell's  shopman,  78, 406 
Lawton,  John,  200,  206 
Leaye  you  to  your  winei  409 
Legacies  bequeathed  by  Pope,  882 
Leicester  House,  240,  850 
Lent  wit  like  lost  money,  888 
L^ell,  Mary,  subsequently  Lady 
Henrey,  5;  walks  by  moonlight 
with  !Pope,  185;   comet  from 
birth  in  her  Other's  regiment, 
204 
Lewis,  Erasmus,  Swift's  feithfU 
correspondent  and  prose-man, 
200,  206,  289,  852,  452 
libertati  et  Amicititf,  Pope's  pro- 
posed orer-door  inscription,  869 
lick  at  the  Laureate,  872 
light-o'-lore  ladies,  187 
Linguist,  Pope's  acquirements  as 

a,  24 
Lintot.  Pope  contributes  to  his 
lifiicellany,  62, 66  note,  189;  am- 
bitionates  old  Jacob,  140;  never 
sure  of  translators;  they  trick 
him,  he  tricks  them,  141;  pay- 
ments by  him,  to  Pope,  472, 
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Pope's  paUiaher,  817 
LitmiT  oelebiity  of  Pope  im- 

liyalled,  189 
lAtenrj  oontemponriei  chiiilj 

pnUied,  846 
LitUe  nightingale,  Pope  to  desig- 
nated, SO 
Littie  rain  reriyee  a  flower,  56 
L.L.D.  degree  proffered  to  Pope, 

867 
Lombard-  street,    birthplace    of 

Pope,  4 
London  City,  the  imperial  seat  of 

dnlness,S66 
Lost  Pleiad  seen  no  more  below, 

838 
Lyttelton's  Pastorals,  corrected  hy 

Pope,  848;   Pope's   death-bed 

jocosely,  888;  legatee  in  Pope's 

will,  451 


MarbleHall,  Twickenham,  8S1mCs 
Marchmant,Barlof;  868,  881, 888, 

886,  887,  894,  895,  896 
MarUand,  John,  ISO  note;  Qytfae- 

reia,S41 
Mailborongh    and    Bolingfarok^ 

their  diaracters    inconsistent, 

109;  Pope's  character  of  Marl- 

boroofi^  extant,  898 
Marlboroagfa,  Sarah,  DncheM  o( 

846,  848,  85S,  89S,  898 
Maternal  descent  of  Pope^  10 
Manbert,  portrait  painter,  801,  S09 
Memoirs  of  SeriUems,  868 
Methuen,  Sir  Pan!,  a  thorongh 

coxcomb  and  a  little  mad,  199, 

SOS 
Millenn1nm,Pope'sflmcies  respect- 
ing, S85 
Milton,  fiuniliarwithfiirestsceneiy, 

19;  window  lines  at  Chalfbnt  St 
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Earf  of  Manifteld,  848, 868, 857, 
868,  886,  408 

N. 

Kuh,  Botto,  at  Bath,  Mlicits  Pope 

to  write  aa  inaci^tioD,  188 
Needle  ceaaiog  to  tiemble,  rnsti, 

78 
NeliOD,  Bin.  IL,  deeignated  by 

Henzj  Cromwell,  Sapfbo,  40, 

195  note;  letter  to  Tereaa  Blount, 

481,488 
Newton,  bnft  of  Sir  Isaac,  hy 

Gnelfl,451 
Nichols,  John,  868 
Noblemen  botUe-holders  to  a  poet^ 

868 
Noqjoior,    characters   indicated, 

159  note 
Norrii^    Dr.    Bobert,    namtiTe 

quoted,  96 
Norse,  Pope's,  notice  of  her  death, 

191, 887 


Oak^y  Bower,  Lady  Henrys,  406 

Obelisk  memorial  of  Pope's  mo- 
ther, 804,  816 

October  Clnb^  188 

Odyss^,  inTolyes  Pope  in  dlffl- 
cnlties,  888, 884, 817;  Essay  on, 
by  Spence^  886 

Oldmixon's  horse  discharges  a 
debt,  140;  repudiation  of  Pope's 
Ubel,  150 

Oldsworth,  qidckest  translator  in 

OliTor,  William,  MJ>.,  of  Bath,  178 

Ornamental  gardening,  Pope's  effi- 
dencj  in,^  176 

Ontoy,  Earl  o(  866, 449 

Orertumed  in  coach  and  six,  888 

Ozfbrd,  Edward  Harl^,  Eari  of; 

"  feeble  and  procrastinating^''  109, 
800,806 

Oxford,  Pope's  jonn^y  on  horse- 
back, 189,  144,  406 


Page.  Jndge,  806;  hard  words  or 

hanging,  486 
Paper,  Pope's  shabl^  economy, 

118 
P^^stsinPope's  thne  a  proscribed 

cIaM,17 
PameU  a  bar's    length    before 

other  poets,  99;  his  excellence 

and  inebriely,  1 06 ;  Poems  edited 

by  Pope,  816 
Parody  on  the  First  Psalm,  168, 

154 
Parthenissa,  tie.  Martha  Bloont, 

71.488 
Patriot  King,  Pope's  snrreptitioas 

edition  destroyed,  896,  898 
Peterboronc^Iiord,atBath,  caters 

fiyr  dinner,  189 ;  Tisitor  at  Twick. 

enham,  171, 838;  bequeaths  his 

watch  to  Pope,  461 
Petre,  Lord,  107 
Phillips,  Ambrose,  threatens  to 

chastise  Pope^  94, 180 
PhiUipe,  Ber.  Thomas,  Martha 

Bloont's  execntor,  408 
Philomede,  816 
Pirn  fimdu  tlL  the  Bomish  Chnrch 

dMpised  Inr  Pope,  890 
Plomptre,    John,  448;  his  wife 

Annabella,  t&. 
Poor  authors  Pope's  special  ayer- 

sion,  188 
P<^  npon  Pope,  by  Lady  M.  W. 

Montagu,  868,  269 
Pope  fiunUy,  as  Papists,  driren 

abroad,8 
Pope  firom  infknqy  a  prodigr,  19; 

learned  nothing  at  school,  20; 

early  poetical  aptitude,  86;  no 

musician,  88;  a  decidedly  for- 
midable personage,  44;  garest 

period  of  life,  183;  a  crooked 

mind  in  a  crooked  bo4y,  814; 

indulged  in  ignoble  personal 

sathre,  246;  erer  inyolTed  in 

misoonoeption  or  stratagem,  87 ; 

poUtical  Uberalify,    118,    164; 

rapist  and  Protestant  by  turns. 
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168;  aDeut,beUeTiogin  a  fii- 
teeatateL890  m«b/  miffepfe* 
Motsd  I7  WazbarlOBi  92 

Pom  monomeDti  in  TvickeohttD 

.    Chiudiy  40S,  404 

PopeTB  patenial  desoen^  e.  ai»; 
DO  trace  of  Pbpe't  graodatlier. 
7;liiifiitiierper?ertedtoP4 . 
ti  P^t  pedigree  lepodial 
7,  880;  aaeertt  hit  ideioent,  5; 
death  of  Pope's  fidher,  160, 161, 
166 

Pope's  pecimiaiy  position  on  his 
&iher'sdeoease,166 

Pope's  Ptetorals,  28, 46, 49 

Ptoses  sword  tied  withaoocd,  187; 
his  head  adopted  I7  '^shame- 
less*  Codl  as  a  sim,  884;  ftiDr 
kQgth  portrait  of  PopcL  407 

Pqpe^  Ber.  Alezsnder,  ministevof 
Beij,  K.&,  9, 10, 468 

Portland,  Dndiess  oC  888 

Pofnfts^  Psterborofogh's  nepheir- 
hi-Uw,  880  note,  881 

Ptetender,  AtterboiT's  attempt  to 
prodaim  hhn,  110;  ''Poor  and 
ttmid,"  814;  threatened  inTi- 

SiOQOf  Igngl^^nii^  3g2 

PHor,  Matthew,  800,  805,889^ 

Mar  Park,  Bath,  879* 

Brodigal  Son,  draiHiig  hy  Pope, 

468 
Prompter^a  periodicsl  paper,  l^ 

Aaron  ffill,  887 
PoIteD^,  Willianv  created  Esrl 

of  B^  858 


Qneensberiy  fkmily^  honour  Gaj 

with  a  splendid  fdnend,  800; 

the  Duchess's  letters  to  Swift, 

409 
Qoeen's-day,  antt-Bomish  prooes- 

don,  55  Nofo,  440 


Badcett,  Mrs.  Magdalen,  Pope's 
half-dster  end  legatee,  16  soft, 
888,458,454,456,458 


BanhMt  ftunHy  patticaiarisedr459,, 

461 
Baddifb's  sensible  adfioe  to*  Pope^ 

88 
Bamsaj's  Gentle-  Shepherd  ad- 

nUred  hf  Pope^  94 
BsDOof  the  Lode,  68,108, 105,416; 

ouuraeters  dbftaed,  107;  Kqr  to 

the  Lock,  106 
Beed,  Isaac,  868 
Bemaindmr  of  Pipe's  paMicatiena 

nnssieahk^  457 
Beyndds'k  meeting  witii  Pope  in 

ananction-room,  88 
Bldiardson,  the  artist,  Pops^s  I 

data  808,  846,  886^ 

son,  jnnior,  877 
Bohertson,  the  hSstorian, 

neons  estimate  of  Osdan,  117 

fiofe;  soUdtode  wliila  djingn- 

spec«hig  hisfrnit-trees,  890  Mis 
Bofinson^Mra.  Anastasis,Conntess 

of  Peterboroni^  lier  marrisgn 

arowed,  889  aolv 
BoUnson's  Ooflbchhoose  flraj^,  48 

mole 
Bogers  deterred  from  tiie  pnr- 

dbaseof  P^'sTilIa,168 
RolKnson,  WlUUun,  801,  909, 4fit 
Bosamond's  shade  toastedki  q^ring 

water,  145, 819 
Bosooe's  edition  of  Pope's  worioi 

compared  with  the  Maplednr- 

ham  manuscripts,  419-484 
Bose,  Sir  George,  894 
Bose-street,  Oofent-garden,  resi- 
dence <tf  «<  danntkss"  CnrO,  888, 

441;.  adopts  Pope'a  head  aa  m 

sb^d84 
Boi&liao^s  hust  of  Pq^  417 
Boosliam,  CokmeL  Dormer's  seat^ 

405 
Bnmpator,  qoisqnis  rompitsr  in- 

Bnstic  lorers  killed  ly  lightning^ 
186,189 


Sanctified   prade,   i,  §.   Teresi 
Blount,  77 
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Sntioir,  Mra^Mariboroog^'s  mis- 
tress, afterwards  Krs.  Bartoa 

Booth,  187, 200L  905 
Si^pho^  an  orthodox  ladr,  88, 40, 

44^    Se9  Mrs.  IC  Kdson,  195 

note;  4S1,438 
^la^pho^  Pope's,  Lady  K.W.  Mba- 

tago,  218,  802,  809 
SaiUre,  Pop^s  proneness  to,  ^ 
Satirists  eternise  soribhlers,  237 
Satis  bcHitiis  raris  honoribiis,  227 
Sairage,  Bichard,  264,  272,  274, 

822  nofa^  858;  particulars  of  his 

midnight  hrawl  with  Sinclair, 

425 
Schrader,  tutor    to  'Frederick, 

PriDoe  of  Wales,  482 
Scottish  guards  attached  to  the 

<>yifft  cf  I^rance^  8  note 
ScriUems  Club,  270;  ScriUeriaa 

jnflnenoe  inGnib-stroet  Joimisl, 

278 
Soriblenis  Martimu,  ori^  of  Ihe 

appdllaition^  266«ote 
SmUems  Bumoirs,  104, 105, 868 
Scodamorei  Ladv  Frands,  199, 204 
Beal-ring,  Pope's,  with  woodcot^ 

461 
:Seazle^    Jotei,  Pope^   gardener, 

171,  879,  402, 445«  449, 452, 454, 

456 
Sedan-chidr,  Pope  rowed  in  one  on 

the  Thames,  881 
.Sdf-portraitare^  adelnsion  derived 

from  habit,  412 
.Self-tuition,  Pope's  system  4^,  27 
Senthnentalitoperiei^  71 
Settle,  ]^kanah,  265 
Seyeros,    Bmpen»v    infinity    of 

namei^41- 
Sewell,    George,    M.D^  poetical 

editor.  141 
ShadweU,  Dr.,  84,  85iiolli 
Shaftesbniy'sCharacteristicsnroch 

read,  54,  296 
Shakspeare'sPUQrs.editedbyPope^ 

217,  281,  282,  236 
5hakq;ieare's  Plays,  edited    by 

Theobald,  282 


Shak8peaieBestored,by  Theobald, 
232,266 

Shelley's  Alastor  commended,  90 

Sherwin,  Bot.  Dr.,  805, 308 

Sle^hig  at  the  dinner-table^  409 

Smedlsy,  Jonatiian,  Chaos  of  Odd 
Sm^  251, 267 

Smollett's  meethig  of  Gnd>-street 
authors,  140 

Snufftaken  by  Dryden  and  Pope, 
408;  Parihenissa,  ie.  Martha 
Bloimt,  a  anni!^,  440;  Pope's 
snnff-box  bequeathed  to  his 
namesake,  461 

Sober  AdTice  from  Horace  fla- 
grantly indecent,  815 

Soathcote^  Thomas,  Abb^  of 
ATignon,  28,  86, 806, 315,  849 

Sooth  Sea  Scteme^  Pope's  in&tu- 
ation,l95 

Spectacles  obstinately  r^ected  by 
Swift,  850 

Spectator,  Pope's  verses  in,  60 

Spence^  Ber.  Josqoh,  286,  887, 
888, 405;  rivals  Pope  as  a  land- 
scape gardener,  402 

SpraL  Bishop,  amenities  and  &- 
milisrities  of  correspondence  de- 
fined, 838 

Stage,  Pope  fiodnated  by  the,  187 

Stanhope,  Sir  l^niliam,  succeeding 
occupi^  of  Pope's  villa,  168, 458 

Stanton  fiarcourt  described,  182- 
185 

State  Dunces,  by  Paid  White- 
h^349 

Statius.  Pope's  translation  revised 
by  ^nry  Cromwell,  85 

Steoe^s  commendatQ]^  letter  to 
Pope,  57;  Poetical  Miscellanies, 
109;  Englishman,  a  periodical 
paper,  121 

Steevens,  Qeotge,  editor  of  Addi- 
tions to  Pbpe'sworks,197NO^  888 

Stella,  287,  240,  241 

Stoneham,  Bev.  Thompson,  90, 463 

Stonor,  85  note 

Stowe,  Lord  Cobham's  seat,  visited 
hy  Pope,  816,  881,  876 
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Son  Fbe  OiBoe^  Fope  a  ihaie- 

holder,456 
Satton,  Sir  George,  855 
Swan  TiiTeni,  Sleet-fltreet,  150 
Swiftfi  acqnaintanoe  with  Fope^ 
99;  deferential  flattery  of  Pope 
toSwifti  100;  Swift  the  Cory- 
phmii  of  the  wits,  897;   mi 
Taunt  on  Pbpe't  Homer,  104$ 
Swifk  and  F6pe^t  Mlirrilaniei^ 
S40^  950, 951,958;  StPatrick*! 
Dean,  a  tiUe  made  immortal  l^ 
Swifts  100;  a  'gjadiatorpog' 
nani^'  110;  hia  retreat  in  Upper 
Letoombe^  109;  foreiboding  im- 
pulie  on  Qijjr't  death,  800;  hie 
mitanthropy,  985;  Ioto  of  fune 
stronger  than  Ida  miiinthTopy, 
865;  entreat  to  Pope  ^oma 
me^' 864;  haiBed  hopes  of  Church 
|ireferment»  940;  desert  of  ez- 
Istenoe^  65;  last  Tisil  to  Eng- 
land. 941;  awM  ndn  of 
pendsdftcQlties,866 
Swift,  Dera^  851, 869 
SwinUume,  of  Oapheaton,  465aoto 
SwiQbiiine,thetraTdler,  408  mIs 


T.P.  personated  by  Sarage,  899 

Temple  of  Ptoie^  a  Tision,  111 
llieohald's  Shakspeare  Bestoied, 

989, 966;  hero  of  the  Donciad, 

939;  dispkoed  for  Cibber,  878; 

editor    of  Wycherl^s   post- 

hnmoos  wofks,  884 
Thoma%   Mrs.,  Oomwell's  mis- 

a  sells  Pope's  letten  to 
44, 818, 890,  896 

Thomson  and  Cowper  distin- 
goished  as  descr^Te  poets,  18; 
XhomsoQ  Tisited  in  Kew-lane 
Ij  Pope,  840;  Pope's  inter- 
kared  oqpy  of  Thomson's  Sea- 
sons, t5. 

Thomson,  Dr.^  qnack  practitioner, 
Pope^s  last  medics!  attendant, 
888 

Three  Hours  after  Marriage,  co- 


medy: persons  to 
disracters  allnde^  15 

Tickea  ezdtes  P6pe's  irony,  98; 
his  translation  ot  Homer  con- 
demned, 114;  Tkkea  and 
Pope^s  Terdons  oon^ared,  115, 
116;  named  by  Pope,  Addison's 
«hnmblestsUTe,''ll9 

Tidoomb%  Oolonel,  Pope^s  earfy 
fiiend,89.54 

Timon's  Tilla.  Sm  Canoos,  989, 
991 

Tonson's  IDsceUany,  efited  by 
I>ryden,47         

Tocy  governments  unpopular,  109 

Tracasserles  of  the  Ocnrt,  185 

Translations  of  Homer  read  hj 
Pope,  91 

Translators  saddest  rognes  in  the 
world,  141 

T^TeDing  charges  from  Batii  to 
Marlboroodi,  879 

TrambuD,  Sr  "^Tniliam,  enries 
Pope's  artidiokes,  17;^  reads 
tiie  manuscript  of  Pope's  Plu* 
tQnas,99;  dies,  147 

Twickenham,  148, 166;  described, 
167,  168,  994,  814;  plan  of 
Pope's  garden.  445.  446;  Pope 
monuments  in  Twickenham 
Cararch,408,404 

U. 
Ufton  Court  described,  907  M«B 
Undertakeri^pUed  in  ridicule  to 

Pope^  988 
Unhrersal  Prayer  founded  on  tiie 

mtem  of  ftee  wiD,  994 
UhlTersities  make  pedsnta^  140 
nseofBidies,886 
Utrecht  Tpaty  censured,  91 

V. 

Valetudinarian  unsocial  qualities, 
406 

Venus  at  Bath,  86 

Verses  by  Pope  to  TerasaBlount, 
66fiofe 

Verses  to  Imitator  of  Horace;  in- 
quiries respecdng  the  author, 
809 
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verrori    eDgrarea    ponnus   or 

Pope^ieo 
Vestal  Are  of  nsdecajhig  hate» 

878 
Yida's  Qame  at  Cheat,  tranalated 

hy  Pope,  and  by  Goldsmith,  106 
YlUars,  Abb^  Comte  de  Gaballs, 

106 
VbHoie^  Pope  borrows  from,  87$ 

his  letters  poblished  as  Pope's, 

441,444 
Yoltaiie  a  spj  in  England,  888 

W. 

Wales,  Frederick  Prince  of;  Tisits 
Bath,  188;  Pope's  Tisitor  at 
Twickenham,  858,  854 

Walpole^  Hdrao^  lament  on  the 
rathless  haToe  of  Pope's  tHU 
and  garden,  169,  note;  noticed, 
806,  889, 408  ncU 

Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  expenditore 
on  party  writers,  885t  charao- 
terised  as  the  Yi^er  Bnstan, 
848 

Walsh,  the  poet,  commends  Pope^ 
88 

Wankj,  Hnmphrej,  Lord  Ox- 
ford's librarian,  201, 308 

Warburton,  ''a  wrong-headed  dog- 
matical pedant,"  180,  854,  855, 
857,  867, 877, 879, 886,  897, 401 

Warbnrton's  Dirine  Legation  of 
Moses  deemed  absurd  and  para- 
dozical,  855 

Ward's  Pnlris  Antimonialis  PlUs, 
888;  Bolingbroke  proposed  his 
prescribing  for  Pope2888 
barton's,  Thomas,  jBistoiy  of 
English  Poetiy,  a  yast  store- 
hoQse^861 

Warwick,  Edward  Henry,  Earl 
oi;  800,  806 

Watkins,  Arbathnot*s  associate^ 
800,805 

Waj  to  Hearen,  to  starve  and 
prajfTl 


War 


Yveisiea    proroxes   roprs  Ten* 

geance,157,87a,875 
Wesley,  John,  846 
West,  GUbert,  458 
Weston,  Mnk,  of  Sntton-plaoe,  88, 

86 
"  What  d'je  CaU  It,"  coAJdntfy 

written,  155 
Whbt  first  mentioned  by  Pope  as 

"whisk,"  78 
Whitehead,  PanL  849 
Whitehead,    William,   poet-Ian- 

reate,891 
Whiteway,  Mrs.  SwiftTs  cousin, 

and  "female  Walpole,"  399, 851, 

868,  868  iMtfa 
Wife  <tf  Bath,  109 
Wild  beast,  Pope  entertahied  as 

one,  146 
Wilde's,  W.  R,  dosmg  Tears  of 

Swift's  Life   commended,  851 

note 
Will  of  Alexander  Pope^  senior, 

468 
Will  and  bequests  of   the  poet 

Alex.  Pope,  450 
Will  of  Martha  Blonnt,  465 
Will's  Coffee-honse,  comer  of  Bow- 
street,  81,  86,  440 
Willow-tree  planted  l>y  Pope^  167, 

169  note 
Winchelsea,  Anne,  Conntess  of, 

199,  805 
^^Hndsor  Forest,  90,  99 
Withers,    "hospitable"  General, 

186;  biographical  notice^  808 

note 
Wits  moTe  from  Will's  to  Button's, 

44a 
Wood's  Copper  Coinage  for  Ire- 
land, 887 
Woodman,  Bot.  a  Baihurst,  889, 

850 
Worms,  the,  a  Satire  on  John 

Moore,  158 
Worsdale,  James,   painter    and 

player,  381 
Writing  learned  by  Fbpe  from 

printed  books,  80 
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WTciied^,  B^e'B  eariiett  poet- 
niflnd,89$  oommends Fope, 48: 
Pope  pnmei  Wjdieri«r's  fkded 
lain«l%  80;  his  Utft  Ouieis  de- 
Krfl>ed,  88;  Thoobdd  edited 
hit  poftfanmoofl  wwks,  884; 
Qfldon'iLifeofWjdierkgr,  180; 
Fbpe*!  letten  retpecstiiig  W7- 
ciiaifij,884 


Y. 

Youngs  Bdward,  DJ>.,  801,  808, 

344 
Yonmnr,  Hn.,inaniet  the  hvother 

of  Bui  ofWlndiriw,  187 
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Ohnroh.  Trans,  from  the  German 
byJ.Torrey.  10  vols.  3i.6<f.eadi. 

Lift  of  J6S1UI  GhriBt  Trans- 
lated by  J.  McClintock  and  C. 
Blnmenthal.    31.  6dL 

Hlitorj  oi  tba  Fhuiting  and 

Training  of  the  Ohrlstlan 
Ohnroh  hj  the  Apostlea. 
Translated  by  J.  E.  Ryland. 
2  vols.    3/.  6a,  each. 

•— —  Monodala  of  OhrlaUan  Lite 
IntlialBaxlyand  Middle  Ages; 
indncUng  lij^t  in  Dark  Places. 
Trans,  by  jTk.  Ryland.    3/.  6d. 

NIBULUNailN  LIBD.  The 
Lay  of  the  Nlbeltings,  metrically 
translated  from  the  old  German 
text  by  Alice  Horton,  and  edited 
I7  Edward  Bell,  M^  To  which 
is  prefixed  the  Essay  on  the  Nibe- 
lungen  lied  by  Thomas  Carlyle. 

NEW  TBSTAMBNT  (The)  In 
Greek.  Griesbach's  Text,  with 
various  Readmgs  at  the  foot  of 
the  page,  and  Parallel  References 
in  the  margin;  also  a  Critical 
Introduction  and  Chronological 
Tables.  By  an  eminent  Scholar, 
with  a  Greek  andEnglish  Lexicon. 
yd  Edition,  revised  and  corrected. 
Two  Facsimiles  of  Greek  Manu- 
scripts.   900  pages.    5r. 

llie  Lexicon  may  be  had  sepa- 
rately, price  2x. 

NIOOLINI'S  History  of  the 
Jesuits:  their  Or^^in,  Progress, 
Doctrines,  and  Designs.  With  8 
Porlndts.    5^. 


NOBTH(R.}  LlTes  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Frands  North,  Baron  Gufld- 
fbrd,  the  Hon.  Sir  Dudley  North, 
and  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr.  John 
North.  By  the  Hon.  Roger 
North.  Tog^her  with  the  Auto* 
bio0r^>hy  ofthe  Author.  Edited 
byAu0iatusJessopp,D.D.  3  vols. 
p,  6(^each. 

NUaSNT'S  (Lord)  ICemorlals 
of  HaTnprlfln.  his  Party  and 
Times.  With  a  Memoir  of  the 
Author,  an  Autognq^h  Letter,  and 
Portrait.    5;. 

OLD  BNaLISH  OHBON- 
lOLBS,  including  Ethelwerd's 
Chronicle,  Asser's  Life  of  Alfred, 
Geoffirey  of  Monmouth's  British 
Histoiy,  Gildas,  Nennius,  and  the 
spurious  chronicle  of  Richard  of 
Cirencester.  Edited  by  J.  A. 
Giles,  D.CL.    ^. 

01CAK(J.O.)  The  Ghfeat  Indian 
JBplos:  the  Stories  of  the  Rama- 
YANA  and  the  Mahabuakata. 
By  John  Campbell  Oman,  Prin- 
dpai  (tf  Khalsa  College,  Amritsar. 
With  Notes,  Appendices,  and 
Illustrations,    jr.  otL 

OBDBBIOXTS  VITALI8'  Boole. 
FtftfH^i  History  of  Bntfand 
and  Normandy.  TransUted  by 
T.  Forester,  M.A.  To  which  is 
added  the  Chronxclb  op  St. 
EvROULT.    4  vols.    5x.  each. 

0YID*8  Works,  complete.  Llteially 
translated  into  Prose.  3  vols. 
5r.  each* 

PASCAL'S  ThOQ^ts.  Translated 
from  the  Text  of  M.  Auguste 
Molinier  by  C.  Kegpm  Paul  3rd 
Edition.    3^.  M 

PAXTLTS  (Dr.  B.)  LUis  of  Alfred 
the  Great  Translated  from  the 
German.  To  which  is  appended 
Alfred's  Anglo-Saxon  ybrsion 
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OP  Okosius.  With  a  literal 
Ttanslatioii  intopaged,  Notes, 
and  an  Anglo-Saxon  Gkammar 
and  Glossary,  by  B.  Thorpe.  51. 

PATJ8A1IIA8'  Deaariptloii  of 
GhmosL  New^  tiimhitcdby  A.  R. 
Smito>  M.A.    a  vols.    $*•  each. 

PXABSOXTS  Szpoaltlon  of  tlw 
Oread.  Edited  by  E.  WaUbcd, 
1I.A.    Sf* 

VXFY8'  DluT  and  Ck)nmpond. 
«Doei  Deciphered  by  the  Rev. 
J.  Smith,  M.  A.,  from  the  oiigM 
STy^i*>tw<  MS.  fai  the  Pemiao 
Ubiaiy.  Edited  byLofd  my- 
bfooke.  4  vols.  With  31  £n- 
gravii^    5f.  each. 

FXBGYV  BflUqiiea  of  Anolent 
Xngttsh  Foeferj.  With  an  Essay 
on  Ancient  Mhistiels  and  a  Gloa- 
sa^.  EditedbyJ.  V.Pritcfaard, 
A.M.    a  Tola.    3;.  6eL  each. 

PSTRABCEfS  Sonneta,  Trl- 
TTi^piia.  and  other  Foama. 
Translated  nito  E^Jish  Verse  by 
TariooB  Hands.  With  a  life  of 
the  Poet  by  Thomas  Campbell. 
With  Portrait  and  15  Steel  En> 
payings.    5/. 

FHILO-JTJDJBX78,  Wotka  of. 
Translated  by  Prot  C  D.  Yonge, 
M.A.    4  vols.    5/.  eadu 

FIOXKBINO'S  HSstory  of  tbo 
ptooa  of  Mian,  and  thdr  Geo- 
graphical DistribatioQ.  With  An 
Analytical  Synopsis  of  the 
Natural  History  or  Man  by 
Dr.  tiall.  With  a  Bian  of  the 
World  and  iscoloared  Phtes.  p. 

PINDAB.  Translated  into  Prose 
by  Dawson  W.  Turner.  To  which 
is  added  the  Metrical  Version  by 
Abraham  Moore,     ^x. 


aj^I 
Minos, 


PLANOHi.  HIitotT  <tf  Bxitlah 
Ck3stainab  from  die  Earliest  Time 
to  the  Close  of  the  Eighteenth 
Centmy.  By  J.  R.  Planch^ 
Somersei  Herald.  V^th  upwards 
of  400  Qhistrations.    %i. 

PLATO'S  Works.  Literally  trans- 

latod*     with     Inteodnetion     snd 
JiTotas.     6  toIb.     5#.  a»eh. 
I. — ^Tba   Apelogy  of  SoaralM, 
Qrito,  nMBdo,  Gaqrias,  Pro- 
tagoras, Phssdrns,  TheRtetns, 
Enthytiuroo,  Lysis.     Trans- 
lated by  the  Rev.  H.  Carey. 
IL— The  Republic,  Tfancas,  and 
Critias.  TranshOed  by  Henry 
Davis. 
III.— Meno,     Enthydemvs,     The 
Sophist,  Statesman,  Oatylns, 
Parmeiddes,  and  the  Banquet. 
Tkanslated  by  G.  Bnrges. 
IV.— Philebos,  Charmidcs,  Ladies, 
Menexenns,    Wmhs^   Ion, 
The  Two  AldUades,  The- 
Ri?mls,    H^pnurchus, 
Oitopbo,    Epistles. 
Translated  by  G.  Barges, 
v.— The   Laws.     Translated  by 

G.  Burges. 
VI.— The  Doubtful  Woths.   Trans- 
ImtedbyG.  Barges. 

Snmmaiy  and  Analysis  of 

tbo  Dtelognas.   With  Analytical 
Index.    S^A.Day,  LLD.    St. 
PLAUTXTS'S  OooMdlaB.    Trans- 
lated by  H.  T.  Riley,  M.A.    2 
Tols.    5f.  eadL 
PLINY'S    Natnna    Htatoty. 
Translated   by   the    late    John 
Bostock,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  and  CLT. 
Riley,  M.A.    6  vols.    5J.  each. 
PLIMT.    The  Latbeis  of  Sttny 
the  Younger.    Mdmoth'S  trans- 
Udon,  revised  \n  the  Rcr.  F.  C 
T.  Bosanquet,  M.A.    5/. 
PLOnMUS,  Setoot  Works  ol. 
Translated  by  Thomas  Tajlor. 
With  an  Introduction  cootahung 
the  substance  of  Pofrfiyry^  Plo- 
tinus.    Edited  by  G.  K.  S.  Mead, 
RA„  M.R^.S.    SJ' 
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by  A*  Stcwuty  M»A*|  End  Geoi^e 
LoogyMA.  4t6U.  3f.6dleu£. 

Mdnli.  Theosophlcal  Enayg. 

Translated  bj  C  W.  King,  M.A. 

Morals.     Ethical   Essays. 

Translated  by  the  Rev.  A.  R. 
ShiUeto,  M.A.    5x. 

POBT&Y  OF  AMSBIOA.  8a- 
leotioni  from  One  Hundred 
American  Poets,  from  1776  to 
1876.    By  W.  J.  Linton.    Ss.  6tL 

POLITIOAL  OTOLOPJBDIA. 
A  Dtottonury  of  Political,  Con- 
stitntlonal.  Statistical,  and  Fo- 
rensic Knowledge;  fbnning  a 
Work  of  Reference  on  subjects  of 
a?il  Administration,  Political 
Economy,  Finance,  Commerce, 
Laws,  uiid  Social  Rdations.  4 
vols.    3f .  6d.  each. 

POPS'SPoetloalWoiks.  Edited, 
with  copious  Notes,  by  Robert 
Carruthers.  ¥^th  numerous  Illus- 
trations.   2  vols.    5^.  each. 

Homar's  lUad.     Edited  by 

the  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 
Illustrated  by  the  entire  Series  of 
Flaiman's  Designs.    5/. 

Hbmer'i  Odyifey,  with  the 

Battle  of  Fh)gs  and  Mice,  Hvmns, 
ftc,  by  other  translators.  £dited 
by  the  Re?.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 
Yfbh  the  entire  Series  of  Flax- 
man's  Derigns.    p. 

— —  Life^  induding  many  of  his 
Letters.  By  Robert  Carruthers. 
WA  numerous  Illustrations.    5r. 

POUSHEnrS  Ptom  IMm:  The 
Capbdn's  Daughter^Doubrovsky 
—  The  Queen  of  Spades  —  An 
Amateur  Peasant  Girl— The  Shot 
—The  Snow  Storm— The  Post- 
master—The Cofl&n  Maker  — 
Kirdjali— The  Egyptian  Nkhts— 
Peter  the  Great's  Negio.  Trans- 
lated by  T.  Keone.    31.  6d. 
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Mezloa  Copyright  edition,  with 
the  notes  by  John  Foster  Kirk, 
und  an  introduction  by  G. 


Winship.    svds. 


31.6^.  each. 


OonqiieitofPeariL  Copyririit 
edition,  with  the  notes  of  John 
Foster  Kirk.   avds.  3/.6dleach. 

—  Balgn  of  FeitUnmnd  and 
Isabella.  Copyright  edition, 
with  the  notes  of  John  Foster 
Kirk.    3  vols.    jr.  id.  each. 

PBOPBRTIUS.    Thmslated  by 

Re7.  P.  J.  F.  GantUkm,  M.A.. 

and    accompanied    by    Poetical 

Versions,  from   Tarious  sources. 

js.ed. 

PBOyiIRBB,Sbuulbooko£.  Con- 
taining an  entire  Republication 
of  Ray's  Collection  of  English 
Proverbs,  with  his  additions  from 
Foreign  Languages  and  a  com- 
plete AlphabcSaa  Index;  in  which 
are  hitroduced  huge  additions  as 
wen  of  Proverbs  as  of  Sayings, 
Sentencesi  Maxims,  and  Pbases, 
collected  by  H.  G.  Bohn.    5r. 

PROVIIBBS,  A  Polyglot  of 
Poxetgn.  Compridm^  PVench, 
Italian,  German,  Dutch,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  and  Danish.  With 
English  T^ansUtions  &  a  General 
In<tex  by  H.  G.  Bohn.    51. 

POTTBRY  AND  POBOSLAXN* 
and  other  Objects  of  Vertu.  Com- 
prising an  Illustrated  Catalogue  of 
the  Bemal  Collection  of  Works 
of  Art,  with  the  prices  at  which 
they  were  sold  l^  auction,  and 
names  <rf  the  possessors.  Towhidi 
are  added,  an  Introductory  Lecture 
on  Pottery  and  Porodain,  and  an 
Engraved  List  of  all  the  known 
Marks  and  Monograms.  By  Henry 
G.  Bohn.  With  numerous  Wood 
Engmvings,  5^. ;  or  with  Coloured 
Illustrations,  los,  6cL 

FIU>IIT'S(78kth«r)Bflliqii0S.  Col- 
lected and  arranged  by  Rev.  F. 
Mahony.  New  issue,  with  ai 
Etchings  by  D.  Madise,  R.A. 
Nearly  600  pages.    51. 
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QUIHTILIAirS  IMttiitoi  of 
Ontavjy  or  Educatkm  of  an 
Orator.  Tramlatffd  by  tbo  Rer. 
J.  S.  Wataoo,  M^    avola.    51] 

BAOXHS'S  (Jatn)  Dmamtto 
Works.  A  metrical  En^ish  ▼«• 
rioQ.  ByR.BnioeBosweD,M.A. 
OxoQ.    a  Yds.    ^r.  M  each* 


RAMSB*8  mrtofff  of  the  Popoi, 
thdr  Chnidi  and  State,  and  etpe- 
dallj  oT  their  Conflicta  with  Pio- 
tegtantism  fai  the  l6th  and  17th 
eentnriei.  Tnnilated  by  E. 
Foater.    3  vols.    31.  M  each* 

—  Hiftofff  of  Serfla  and  tha 
Sarflaa  Btfotuftlan.  With  an 
Account  of  the  Inmirection  in 
Bosnia.  Translated  by  Mn.  Kerr. 

BBOREATIONS  InSHOOTINa. 
By  *  QraTen.'  With  6a  Bngravings 
on  Wood  after  Hanre^ ,  and  9 
EngiaYings  00  Sted,  chiefly  after 
A  v>ooper,  R.  A.    5/. 

BBNMnB'S  Ihaeot  AroUftaotiire. 
Revised  and  enlarged  by  Rer. 
T.  G.  Wood,  M.A.  Whh  186 
Woodcut  IHnstiations.    5/. 

RB7H0LX>*8  (Sir  J.)  Lttsrary 
Woiki.  Edited  by  H.W.Bcediy. 
a  Yoli.    3/.  M  each. 

BIOABDO  on  the  PrindidM  of 
FoUtloal  Boonofmy  and  Taza- 
tion.  Edited  by  E.C.K.  Conner, 
M.A.    5<. 

BIOHTBB  (Jean  Paul  Medzloh). 
ItfOfana,  a  Treatise  on  Edncatioo: 
together  with  the  Antobiography 
(a  Fn^ment^  and  a  short  Fre- 
ntory  Memoir.    3/.  fid. 

nowar,  Fnilt,  and  Thorn 

Fl6oee,or  the  Wedded  lifie,  DeaU^ 
and  BCaniage  of  Firmian  Stanis- 
laus SiebeoEaes,  Paiidi  Advocate 
in  the  Parish  of  KnhschnappteL 
Newly  transbOed  by  Lu-CoLAlex. 
Bwbg.    31.  M 


BOaXB  DS  HOySDXKTB  An- 
of  'Kntftrti  Blitory,  com- 
the  Histoiy  of  Engbad 
and  oT  other  Cooitries  of  Ettfope 
finom  A.D.  7^  to  A.D.  laoi. 
Thmdated  by  H.  T.  Rileyi  MA. 
a  vols.    5r.  eadL 

BOaXS  OF  WSHPOYXBISI 
Jlowen  of  Blstorj,  oomprisfa^ 
the  Histoiy  of  Ei^land  from  die 
Descent  of  the  Saxons  to  A^. 
ia3S,formerfyascribed  to  Matthew 
Paris.  TkanriaftedbyJ.A.Giles, 
D.CL.    a  vols.    5r.  each. 

BOIOB  In  tha  NIMSTBBNTH 
OSNTUBY.  Containing  a  com* 
plete  Aoooont  of  the  Rnins  of  the 
Andeot  City,  the  Renudns  of  the 
Middle  Am  and  the  Momnnents 
of  Modem  Tnnes.  ByCA.Eatoo. 
With  34  Steel  Engravings  avoU. 
5^.  eadi.' 

S4*  Burn  and  Dyir. 

BOSOOSISI  (W.)  LiiiiandFantl. 
floato  of  Lao  X.  Final  edition, 
revised  by  Thomas  Rosooe.  a 
vols.    3f.6i£each. 

Lite  of  Loraoao  da*  MMUol, 

called  *  die  Magnificmt'  WiUi 
his  poems,  letters,  Ac*  lodi 
Efditioo,  revisedi  with  Memoir  of 
Roscoe  by  his  Son.    y.  6d, 

BtrSSIA.  Hlitax  <4  from  the 
eariiest  Period,  compiled  from 
the  most  antlientie  somoes  by 
Walter  K.  Kelly.  Widi  Portraits, 
a  vols.    3f .  6d,  eadi. 

SAIiLXTST,  VLOBU8,  and  TKZf 
UIIUS  PATSROULUS. 
Transkted  by  J.  S.  Watson,  M.  A. 

SOHILLBB'SWorka.  Traaskted 
by  various  hands,  yvols.  31;  M 
eadl^— 

I.— History  of  die  Thirty  Years' 
War. 
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Schillbr'8  Works  c&mtin9U(L 

IL— History  of  tlie  Revolt  In  the 
Netherlands,  the  Trials  of 


the  Siege  of  Antwerp, 
theDistnrbanoesinFrance 
the  Reign  of 


ieniy 

in.— Don  Carlos,  Mary  Stnart, 
Maid  of  Orleans,  Bride  of 
Messina,  together  with  the 
Use  of  the  Choms  In 
Tragedy  (a  short  Essay). 
These  Dramas  are  all 
translated  In  metre. 
IV.— Rohbers  (with  Schiller's 
original  Prefi^e),  Fiesco, 
Love  and  Intr^e,  De- 
metritis.  Ghost  Seer,  Sport 
of  Divinity. 

The    Dramas   in   this 
volume  are  translated  into 
Prose, 
v.— Poems. 

VI.— Essay8,iE8thetlcaland  Philo- 
sophical 
VII.— Wallenstein's    Camp,   Pic- 
colomini  and   Death  of 
WaUen8tein,WmiamTeU. 

SOHIZiLSB  and  aOBTHB. 
Cknrreqpondenoa  between,  from 
A.D.  1794-1805.  Transited  by 
L.  Dora  Schmite.  3  vols.  y*6d, 
each. 

SOHLEGEIi'S  (F.)  IieotaveB  on 
tbePhUoeophy  of  Life  and  the 
Phlloapphy  of  Language.  Trans- 
lated hy  the  Rev.  A.  J.  W.  Mor- 
rison, M.A.    3/.  6d. 

Leotorea  on  the  History  of 

UteratcoBi  Andent  and  Modem. 
TransUtedfromtheGerman.  31.6^. 

Leotoree  on  the  Phlloeophy 

of  History.  Translated  by  J.  B. 
Robertson.    31.  M 

SOHLXaSL'8  Leotnrea  on 
Modem  Elatory,  together  with 
the  Lectures  entitled  Caesar  and 


Alexander,  and  The  Beginning  of 

oor  History.    Translated  by  L. 

Pnrcell  and  R.  H.  Whitetoek. 

V.6d. 
iBathetlo  and  MlBoeUaneaiui 

WodUL     Translated   by  B.   J. 

MlUlngton.    3^.  M 
BOHLBaXL  (A.  W.)    Leofeozea 

on  Dramatio  Art  and  Literature. 

Translated  by  J.  Black.    Revised 

Edition,  by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  W. 

Morrison,  M.A.    p.  6ti. 

BOHOFSHHAUBB  on  the  Vour- 
Ibld  Boot  of  the  Frlnolple  of 
Snffldent  Beaaon,  and  On  the 
WUl  In  Nature.  Translated  by 
Madame  Hillebrand.    5/. 

Essays.  Selected  and  Trans- 
lated. With  a  Bioeraphical  Intro- 
duction and  Sketdi  of  his  Philo- 
sc^y,  by  £.  Belfort  Bax.    51. 

BOHOXJWB  Barth,  Plants,  and 
Man.  Translated  by  A.  Henfrey. 
With  coloured  Map  of  the  Geo- 
graphy oi  Plants.    51. 

SOHUMANN  (Bobert).  His  Life 
and  Works,  by  August  Reissmann. 
Translated  by  A.  L.  Alger.  3x.6</. 

Early  Letters.  Originallypub- 

Uished  Yy  his  Wife.  Translated 
by  May  Herbert.  With  a  Pre&cc 
by  Sir  George  Grove,  D.C.L. 
3^.6^ 

SEKBOA  on  Benellts.  Newly 
translated  by  A.  Stewart,  M.A. 
3s.6d. 

Minor  Essays  and  On  Olem- 

enoy.  Translated  by  A.  Stewart, 
M.A.    5x. 

8HAKESPEABE  DOOU- 
MEKT8.  Arranged  by  D.  H. 
Lambert,  B.A.    3;.  6d. 

SHAEEBPBABB'S  DramaUo 
Art  1^  Historyand  Character 
of  Shakespeare's  Flays.  By  Dr. 
Hermann  Ulrld.  TransUted  1^ 
L.  Dor  a  Schmits.  a  vols.  y.6a, 
each. 
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8HAKBSFBABX  (WDUun).  A 
LiteniT  Blompliy  bjr  Kiri  Elie» 
HlD.,  LL!d.  Tnmlatod  bj 
L.  Don  Sdimitt.    5s; 

8HABPB  (S.)  TlM  Hlstarj  of 
XOFptk  from  tlie  EatUest  Tbnei 
tm  the  Conmieit  bj  the  Anbsi 
A.D.  d4a  Bf  Samtid  SlMm. 
a  Maps  and  upwuds  of  400  mus- 
tiativeWoodciitB.  avols.  y^otcb. 

SHEBIDAM*8  Dnunailo  Wovka, 
Complete.    With  Life  by  G.G.S. 

SISXONDra  HSitanr  of  the 
Lttenkton  of  tbs  Sontti  ot 
Kinppe.  Tnndated  by  Thomas 
Roaooe.    2to1s.    y.6d.tuStu 

SMITH'S  Synonyma  and  An- 
tonyma,  or  Etndfed  Wovdaand 
thdr  Oppoattaa.  Revised  Edi- 
tion.    5J. 

Synonyma    Diaoarlmlnated. 

A  Dictiomtfy  of  Synonymons 
Words  in  the  English  La^nage, 
showing  the  Aocmate  signincation 
of  words  of  similar  meaning. 
Edited  by  the  Rer.  H.  Perqr 
Smith,  BLA.    6f. 

8MITH1I  (Adam)  The  Wealth  of 
Katlona.  Edited  by  £.  Bdfbrt 
Bax.    2  vols.    3f.  6<^each. 

ThflOVToflionaSentlmflnta. 

With  a  Memoir  of  the  Aothor  by 
D^d Stewart    Jf.M 

SM7THV  (Pioteaor)  Zieofenrea 
on  Modom  HSatary.  a  toIs. 
3i;6M<.eacb. 

8MYTH3  (PiofbaM^  Leotnxea 
on  the  Trenoh  Berohition. 
2  vols.    5f  •  (Ul  each. 

SMITH1I  (Pye)  Geology  and 
Sorlptoxtt.    and  Edition.    5^ 

SMQLLXTT'S  Adyentnrea  ot 
Rodflzloik  Random.  With  short 
Memoir  and  Bibtiography,  and 
Cniikshank'sIIlustraaons.   y*^. 


SMOIIiBTT'S  AdTentvea  of 
ForagrlnePlcdde.  With  BibHe- 
grap^  and  Cmikshank's  lUas- 
tratioDS.   avols.   31.  M  each. 

The  Bxpedltloa  of  Rom- 

]>hrjCUn]Der.  With Bibliognphy 
and  Cndkshank's  lUnstrations. 
y.6d, 

SOCRATES  (amnamed  'Sohdlaa- 
tlowi').  TheBcicaaalaatlnalTna- 
tosxof(A.D.  905-445).  Translated 
from  the  Greek.    51. 

SOFHOOZJiS,  The  Tra^Bdlea  6L 
A  New  Piroee  Translatinn,  widi 
Memoir,  Notes,  ftc,  by  E.  P. 
Cokridee,  M.A.    $1. 

SOITTHXTS  Life  of  Neiaon. 
With  Portiaits,  Plans,  and  up- 
wards of  JO  Ei^smYings  00  Steel 
and  Wood.    5^. 

Life  of  Wester,  and  the  Rise 

and  Progrem  of  Methodism.    51; 

Robert  SoQthey.   TheStoiy 

of  his  Life  written  fai  his  Letten. 
Edited  by  John  Dennis.    31.6^. 

SOZOMmra  Beoleaiaatlflal  Hla^ 
torx.  Tnuudated  from  the  Giedc. 
Together  with  the  Egclisiasti- 

CAL    HMTOaY    OF    PHILOSTO*. 

oius,  as  epitomised  by  Pholiiis. 
Translated  by  Rev.  E.  Walfoid, 
M.A.    5'. 

SPINOZA'S  Ohlef  Woika.  7>ans- 
lated,withIntrodnction,byR.H.M. 
Elwes.    a  vols.    51.  each. 

STAKLirrS  daaatfled  SynofMda 
of  the  Prinolpal  Palntsnoftfae 
Dotoh  and  lOemlah  8<tfioo]a. 
By  George  Stanley.    Sx. 

STABLINGPS  (Hla8)K6ble  Deeds 
of  Women.  YTith  14  Sted  En- 
grafings.    $/. 

STAUNTOirS  Ohesa-Playei^a 

Hanrtboolr.    5x. 
Oheea  Pnzla.  A  Supplement 

to  the  Chess-player's  Handbook. 
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Oompulon.  Comprising  a  Tirea- 
tise  cm  Odds,  Colkcdon  of  Match 
Games,  and  a  Selectum  of  Original 
Problems,  ^r. 
— ^  Gb0ii  Tonunamant  of  186L 
With  Xntrodncdon  and  Notes.  5/. 

STOOKHABD^rS  Xiperlm«ntal 
OhMnlstnr.  Edited  by  C  W. 
Heatooy  F.CS.    $*• 

STOWa  (M!n.H.B.)t7]iid0  Tom'a 
Oabin.    lUnstrated.    3/.  6d, 

STRABO'S  a«06ntphx.  Tkans- 
lated  by  W.  Falconer,  M.A., 
and  H.  C.  Hamilton.  3  vols. 
5f  .  each. 

STBIOKLANiyS  (Agnai)  Uvm 
of  tlM  Qneeiui  of  Xntfand,  from 
the  Nonnan  Conquest  Revised 
Edition.  With  6  Portraits.  6  vols. 
Sr«  each. 

ZiiDi  of  Mary  Queen  of  Soofak 

2  vols.    51.  each. 

Livaa  of  the  Tudor  and  Stoari 

rrineewea.    With  Portraits.    51. 

8TX7ABT  and  BXVXTT'S  Anil- 
qioltiea  of  Atbana,  and  other 
Monoments  of  Greece.  With  71 
Plates  enmyed  on  Sted,  and 
nanerons  woodcnt  Capitals.    $s, 

BUlSTOinuS'  LlTea  of  fheTwelre 
OaBsan  and  LlTea  of  fhe  Gram- 
mailans.  Thomson's  translation, 
revised  by  T.  Forester.    51. 

BWITTB  Froae  Works.  Edited 
by  Temple  Soott    With  a  Bio- 

Eaphical  Introdnction  by  the  Right 
on.  W.  E.  H.  Ledcy,  M.P. 
With  Portraits  and  Facsuniles. 
12  vohk    3J.  6iL  each. 

IFds.I.-X.nmfy. 
I.— A  Tale  of  a  Tab,  The  Battle 
of  the  Books,  and  other 
early  works.  Edited  by 
Temple  Scott  With  a 
Biographical  Introduction 
b?  W.  E.  H.  Lecky. 


II.— The  Jonmal  to  Stella.  Edited 
bvFrederick  Ryland,M.  A. 
With  2  Portraits  and  Fac- 
sfanile. 
III.&  I  /.—Writings  on  ReHgion  and 
theChnifch. 
v.— Historical  and    Political 

Tracts  (Eng^). 
VI.— The  Drapier's  Letters. 
With  &cshniles  of  Wood's 
Coinage,  &c 
VII.— Historical     and      Political 
TkacU  (Irish). 
VIII.— GuUiver's  Travels.     Edited 
by  G.  R.  Dennis.    With 
Portrait  and  Maps. 
DC.  — Contrilmtknis  to  Periodicals. 
X.— Historical  Writhigs. 
XL— Literary  Essm. 

[/n^re/arution, 
XII.— Index  and  Bibliography. 

[fn  pri^larati§n, 

TAOrrUS.  The  Works  of.  liter- 
ally transhited.    2  vols.    51.  each. 

TALKS  07  THBGXNn.  Trans- 
hted  from  the  Perrian  by  Sir 
Charles  MorelL  Ntmieroos  Wood- 
cuts and  12  Steel  Engraving  5/. 

TABSO'S  Jerusalem  DdlTured. 
TransUted  into  EngUsh  Spenserian 
Verse  by  J.  H/WMTen.  With  8 
Engravinffs  on  Steel  and  24  Wood- 
cuts by  Thurston.    51; 

TAYLOB'S  (Bishop  Jeremy) 
Holy  Living  and  Dying.  p.6d, 

TBK  BBXmL—Stg  Brink. 

TBBBNOB  and  PHJBDBITS. 
literaUy  transkted  l^H.  T.  Riley, 
M.A.  To  which  is  added,  Smart's 
Metrical  Version  of  Phsednis.   51. 

THEOOBITITS,  BION,  M08- 
OHUS,  and  TYBTJCUS.  Liter- 
ally translated  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Bfliiks,  M.A.  To  which  are  ap- 
pended the  Metrical  Versions  of 
Chapman.    $f. 
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THBOIX>B«r  uaxvAaBTOB. 
Histories  of  the  Chindi  from  A.D. 
333  to  A.D.  437 ;  and  from  A.i>. 
431  to  A.i>.  544.    TiBHsbted.    51. 

THISBBY'S  HUtOT  <^  th« 
Oonquatt  ci  Ungland  hf  the 
Noormani.  Translated  by  ^tX- 
Vam  Haslitt.  a  vols.  3^.  M  each. 

THUOTDIDXS.  Tha  Palqpoii' 
DMlaaWar.  litenlly  tianil»ted 
bjr  the  Rev.  H.  Dale,  a  fols. 
3x.  6^  each. 

—  AnAiuJjala  *^*m*  Smuiiavy 
ot    B7 J.  T.Wheeler.    $/. 

THUDIOEUIC  (J.  L.  W.)  A  Trea- 
tiaaoiiiWixiaa.   lUnstnted.    sx. 

XTBS'S  flto.  A.)  OofctanlUinilko. 

tore  of  areai  Britain.     Edited 

by  P.  L.  Simmonda.    2  vols.    51. 

each. 
— —  niUoaopliyof  Manuflkotorea. 

Edited  by  P.  L.  Simmonds.  71. 6d: 

YASABTS  Idiraa  <tf  the  moat 
Endnant  Falntara,  Soolptora, 
and  Azohiteeta.  Translated  by 
Mrs.  J.  Foster,  with  a  Onnmen- 
taiy  by  J.  P.  Richter,  Ph.D.  6 
vou.    3f.  6/.  each. 

VIRaiL.  A  literal  Prose  Trans- 
lation by  A.  Hamilton  Bryoe, 
LLkD.    With  Portrait    y.id. 

YOLTAIBB^  Talaa.  TiansUted 
by  R.  B.  BoswelL  Containing 
Beboac^  Mensnon,  Candide»  L'In- 
g^nn,  and  other  Tales.    31.  &/. 

«7ALTOK*8  Oompleta  An^tor. 
Edited  by  Edward  Jesse.  With 
Portrait  and  203  Engraving?  on 
Wood  and  26  En^vings  on 
Steel.    5J. 

Lfvaa  of  Donna,  Hto6kBr,Ao. 

New  Edition  revised  by  A.  H. 
BoUen,  with  a  Memoir  of  Isaak 
Walton  by  Wm.  Doiding.  With 
nmnerons  lUtistrmtions.    5r. 

WSUJNGTON.LiDiot  By«An 
Old  Soldier.*  Fkom  the  materials 
of  MazweD.  Widi  Index  and  18 
Sted  Engmvingp.     51. 


WBLLUiaTON,  Vlotoriaa  ot 
^iRf  BCaxwsll. 

WXBNBB'S  Templara  la 
Onxma.  TianshtedbyE.A.M. 
Lewis.    31.  M 

WB8TBOPP  (H.  Iff.)  A  BCand* 
bo6k  of  AjrahsKdogy,  Xgyptlan, 
Omsk,  Stniaoan,  Boman.  nias- 
trated.    $/. 

WHITB'S  Matnral  Hlatoiy  d 
SeOMRia  l^nth  Notes  by  Sir 
William  Jardine.  Edited  by  Ed- 
ward  Jesse.  With  40  Portraits 
and  coloured  Plates.    5^. 

WUSATLXYnSI  ABatlonalllhia. 
tiatlon  of  tha  Book  of  Oomnum 
Player.    3f .  &/. 

WHBBIJSB*S  Noted  Namaa  of 
notion,  Dlotianaiy  ot    5/. 

WIESBLXB'S  cnnonologloal 
Bynopala  of  tha  Four  Ooapala. 
Tkanslated  by  the  Rev.  Omon 
VenaUes.    y.td. 

WILUAJffofMALKCSBURY^ 
COmmldla  of  the  Etaiga  of  XSng. 
land.  Transkted  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Sharpe.  Edited  by  J.  A  Giles, 
D.C.L.    ^. 

XBNOFHON^  Worka.  Trans- 
lated by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson, 
MJL,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Dale.  In 
3  vols.    5j;  each. 

YOlTNa  (Arthur).  TwniM  in 
nanoa  dozing  tha  yaaxa  1787, 
1788.  and  1789.  Edited  by 
BL  Betham  Edwards.    V.  61 

Tour  in  Iraland,  with 

General  Observatioos  on  the  state 
of  the  oomitry  during  the  yean 
1776-79.  Edited  by  A.  W. 
Hntton.  With  Compl^  Biblio- 
_  by  by  T.  P.  Andosoo,  and 
Ap.    2  vols.    31.  6dl  each. 

YUIaX-TIDB  8T0BIX8.  A  Col- 
lection of  Scandinavian  and  North- 
German  Popabur  Tales  and  Tra- 
ditions. Edited  bya  Thorpe.  $r. 
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The  volumes  art  printed  in  a  handy  size  (6^  x  4^  in.),  on 

thin  but  opaque  paper,  aud  are  simply  and 

attractively  bound. 

Price,  in  cloth,  as.  net  ;  in  leather,  3S.  net. 

'  The  Yoik  library  is  noticeable  by  reason  of  the  wisdom  and  intelli- 
gence displaced  in  the  choice  of  unhackneyed  classics.  ...  A  most 
attractive  series  of  reprints.  .  .  .  The  sise  and  style  of  the  volumes  are 
exactly  what  they  should  ht.^^-Boohfum, 

'lliese  books  should  find  their  way  to  every  home  that  owns  any 
cultivation.'— AVl^  and  Qturiis, 

Tke  following  volumes  are  ftow  ready  : 

CHARLOTTE  BRONTE'S  JANE  EYRE. 

BURNEY'S  EVELINA.  Edited,  with  an  Introduction  and 
Notes,  by  Aknik  Rains  Ellis. 

BURNEY'S  CECILIA.  Edited  by  Annik  Raine  Ellis. 
3  vols. 

BURTON'S  ANATOMY  OF  MELANCHOLY.  Edited  by  the 
Rev.  A  R.  Shillbto,  M.A,  with  Introduction  by  A  H.  Bollbn. 
3  vols. 

BURTON'S  (SIR  RICHARD)  PILGRIMAGE  TO  AL- 
MADINAH  AND  MECCAH.  mih  Introducdon  by  Stanlbt  Lame- 
PooLB.    2  vols. 

CERVANTES'  DON  QUIXOTE.  MOTTEUX's  Translation,  re- 
vised.   With  LoCKHAB'Ps  Life  and  Notes,    a  vols. 

CLASSIC  TALES  .-Johnson's  Rasselas,  Goldsmith's  Vicar 
OP  Wakbfibld.  Stbrnk'8  Ssnttmbntal  Jourket,  Walpolb*s 
Castle  of  OrRANTa    With  Introduction  by  C  S.  Fearensidb,  M.A 

COLERIDGE'S  AIDS  TO  REFLECTION,  and  the  Confessions 
of  an  Inquiring  Spirit 

COLERIDGE'S  FRIEND.  A  series  of  Essays  on  Morals, 
Politics,  and  Religion. 

COLERIDGE'S  TABLE  TALK  AND  OMNIANA.  Arranged 
and  Edited  by  T.  ASHB,  E  A. 

DRAPER'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  INTELLECTUAL  DE- 
VELOPMENT  OF  EUROPE    a  vols. 

GEORGE  ELIOPS  ADAM  BEDE. 

EMERSON'S  WORKS.  A  new  edition  in  5  volumes^  with  the 
Text  edited  and  collated  by  George  Sampsoii . 

FIELDING'S  TOM  JONES,     a  vols. 

GASKELL'S  SYLVIA^S  LOVERS. 


GOETHE'S  FAUST.  Translated  by  Anna  Swanwick,  LL.D. 
Refiied  edition,  with  an  Introdoction  and  IStiBognflbj  hf  Kau.  Bieitl, 
UttD.,  Ph.D. 

HAWTHORNE'S  TRANSFORMATION  (THE  Marble  Faun). 

IRVINCS  SKETCH  BOOK. 

JAMESON'S  SHAKESPEARE'S  HEROINES.  Characteris. 
tioi  of  Women :  Moral,  Poetical  and  HistoricaL 

LAMB'S  ESSAYS.  Indudmg  tbe  Essays  of  Elia,  Last  Essays 
of  EUa,  and  Eliana. 

MARCUS  AURELIUS  ANTONINUS,  THE  THOUGHTS 
OF.  ThAilated  bj  Gborgs  Long,  M.A.  With  an  Enayoo  Marcos 
Aurelins  bj  Mattrbw  ARNOLa 

MARRYAPS  MR.  MIDSHIPMAN  EASY.  With  8  lUostra- 
trationi  by  B.  T.  Whbblsr. 

MARRYAPS  PETER  SIMPLE.  Witb  8  lUustrations  by  F.  A. 
FiAtBa. 

MONTAIGNE'S  ESSAYS.  Cotton's  translation.  Revised  by 
W.  C.  Haeutt.    3  vols. 

MORE'S  UTOPIA.  With  tbe  Life  dt  Sir  Thomas  More,  by 
William  Roper,  and  his  Letters  to  Maigaret  Roper  and  others.  Editec^ 
with  Introduction  and  Notn,  t^  Gborgs  Sampson.  [In  tke  Pnss, 

MOTLEY'S  RISE  OF  THE  DUTCH  REPUBLIC.  With  a 
Biographical  Introdoction  by  Moncubk  D.  Conway.    3  vols. 

PASCAL'S  THOUGHTS.  Translated  from  the  Text  of  M. 
Augusts  Mounibs  by  C.  Kbgan  Pauu    Third  edition. 

PLUTARCH'S  LIVES.  Translated,  with  Notes  and  a  Life  by 
AuaasY  Stswart,  M. A.,  and  Gborgs  Long.  M.A.    4  vola 

SWIFT'S  GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.  Edited,  with  Introduction 
and  Notes,  by  G.  R.  Dsnnis,  with  lacsfaniles  of  the  orighial  illnstnaions. 

SWIFPS  JOURNAL  TO  STELLA.  Edited,  with  Introduction 
and  Notes,  by  F.  Rtland,  M.A. 

TROLLOPE'S  THE  WARDEN.  With  an  Introduction  by 
FasDsaxc  Harrison. 

TROLLOPE'S  BARCHESTER  TOWERS. 

TROLLOPE'S  DR.  THORNE. 

TROLLOPE'S  FRAMLEY  PARSONAGE. 

TROLLOPE'S  SMALL  HOUSE  AT  ALLINGTON.    2  vols. 

TROLLOPE'S  LAST  CHRONICLE  OF  BARSET.    2  vols. 

ARTHUR  YOUNG'S  TRAVELS  IN  FRANCE,  durine  the 
years  1787, 1788,  and  1789.     Edited  with  Introduction  and  Notes,  by  M. 

BbTKAM  EDWARDS. 

Oikir  Volumu  org  in  PrtparatUnu 
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BELL'S   HANDBOOKS 

THE   GREAT   MASTERS 

IN  PAINTING  AND  SCULPTURE. 

Edited  by  G.  C.  WILLIAMSON,  Lrrr.D. 

Pott  8va    With  40  lUastntions  and  Ftotogravure  Frontispiece.  51.  net  each. 

T^  folhmk^  V^lwms  hav$  ham  isnud : 
BOTTICELLL    B7  A.  Strbbtbil    2nd  Edition. 
BRUNELLESCHL    B7  Lbadbr  Scorr. 
CORREGGIO.    By  Sblwyn  Brinton,  M.A.    and  Edition. 
CARLO  CRIVELLI.      By  G.  McNbil  RusHrORTU,  M.A. 
DELLA  ROBBIA.    By  the  Marcrbsa  Burlamaochi.    and  Edition. 
ANDREA  DEL  SARTO.    By  H.  Guinnbss.    and  Edition. 
t)ONATELLO.    By  Hopb  Rba.    and  Edition. 
GERARD  DOU.    By  Dr.  W.  Martin.    Translated  by  Clara  Bell. 
GAUDENZIO  FERRARL    By  Ethbl  Halsby. 
FRANCIA.    By  Gborob  C  Wiluamson,  UttD. 
GIORGIONE.    By  Hbrbbbt  Cook,  M.A. 
GIOTTO.    By  F.  Mason  Perkins. 
FRANS  HALS.    By  Gbrald  S.  Davibs,  M.A. 

BERNARDINO  LUINL  By  Georgb  C.  WnxiAMSON,  Litt.D.  3rd  Edition. 
LEONARDO  DA  VINCL    By  Edward  McCurdy,  M.A. 
MANTEGNA.    By  Maud  Cruttwbll. 
MEMLINC.    By  W.  H.  Jambs  Wralb. 
MICHEL  ANGELO.     By  Lord  Ronald  Suthbrland  Gowbr,  MA., 

F.S.A. 
PERUGINO.    ByG  C  Williamson,  Litt.D.    and  Edition, 
PIERO  DELLA  FRANCESCA.    By  W.  G.  Watbrs,  M.A. 
PINTORICCHIO.    By  Eybltn  March  Phillipps. 
RAPHAEL.    By  H.  Strachby.    and  Edition. 
REMBRANDT.    By  Malcolm  Bkll.    and  Edition. 
RUBENS.    By  Hopb  Rba. 

LUCA  SIGNORELLL    By  Maud  Cruttwbll.    and  Edition. 
SODOMA.    By  the  Contbssa  Lorenzo  Priuu-Bon. 
TINTORETTO.    By  J.  B.  Stoughton  Holborn,  M.  A. 
VAN  DYCK.    By  Lionel  Cust,  M.V.O.,  F.S.A 
VELASQUEZ.    By  R.  A.  M.  Stbvbnson.    3rd  Edition. 
WATTEAU.    By  Edgcumbb  Stalby,  B.A. 
WILKIE.    By  Lord  Ronald  Sutherland  Gowbr,  M.A.,  F.S.A. 
Otkirs  Ufiikw. 
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With  Introductions  and  Glossaubs  by  JOHN  DENNIS. 


Printed  at  the  Chiswick  Pre«,  pott  $vo.,  price  is.  6d.  net  per  volame; 
also  a  cheaper  edition,  ii.  net  per  Tolnme ;  or  2J.  nee  m  limp  leather ;  also 
a  fiew  copies,  on  Japanese  Tellum,  to  be  sold  only  in  sets,  price  51.  net  per 
▼olome. 

J\r#w  CcmpUU  in  39  V^lunus. 

ALL'S  WELL  THAT  ENDS     LOVE'S  LABOUR'S  LOST. 

WELL.  MACBETH. 

ANTONY  AND  CLEOPATRA.  MEASURE  FOR  MEASURE. 


AS  YOU  LIKE  IT. 

COMEDY  OF  ERRORS. 

qORIOLANUS. 
^CYMBEUNB. 

HAMLET. 

JUUUS  CiBSAR. 
•  KING  HENRY  IV. 

KING  HENRY  IV. 

KING  HENRY  V. 

KING  HENRY  VI. 

KING  HENRY  VI. 

KING  HENRY  VI. 

KING  HENRY  VIH. 

KING  JOHN. 

KING  LEAR. 

KING  RICHARD  IL 

KING  RICHARD  III 


MERCHANT  OF  VENICE. 

MERRY  WIVES  OF  WINDSOR. 

MIDSUMMER.NIGHTS  DREAM. 

MUCH  ADO  ABOUT  NOTHING. 

OTHELLO. 

PERICLES. 
Part  I.        ROMEO  AND  JULIET. 
Part  IL      THE  TABHNG  OF  THE  SHREW. 

THE  TEMPEST. 
Part  L        TIMON  OF  ATHENS. 
Part  IL      TITUS  ANDRONICUS. 
Part  III.    TROILUS  AND  CRESSIDA. 

TWELFTH  NIGHT. 

TWO  GENTLEMEN  OF  VERONA. 

WINTER'S  TALE. 

POEMS. 

SONNETS. 


*  A  faadnatinf  Uu]«  edition.'— iVTi^to  mndQtttrut, 

'  A  cheap,  very  comely,  mod  altogether  desirable  editioo.'~IP«f/!ecMh^  GastiU, 
But  a  few  yan  ago  such  volumet  would  have  been  deemed  worthy  to  be  ccn^dered 
dditiMU  d€  huu.    To-day.  the  low  price  at  which  thev  art  offered  to  the  nohlk  alexia 
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New  Edittoni,  toap.  8vo.  it.  M.  each  net 

THE    ALDINE    EDITION 


BRITISH     POETS. 

trtnwte  whSdi  we  jMfc  lum  10  mwA  too  OMMiu».  — SI. /«^ 


8oD. 
With 


AkMiilde.  Edit6db7BflT.A.D7M. 
Beattla.    Edited  by  Ber.  A.  Dyoe. 
Blake.   Edited  bjW.  11  BoeaettL 
Burnt.    Edited  hj  Q.  IL  ^tken. 

Sfoli. 
Bntlar.    B^ted  by  B.  B.  Johnson. 

avoii. 
OampbelL    Edited  hf  Hie 

In-Uw,  the  Ear.  A.  W.  HilL 

Memoir  I7  W.  Allfaghftin. 

Ohattarton.    Edited  by  Ihe  Ber. 
W.  W.  Bkoat,  MJL    a  Toll. 

Obauoer.  Edited  by  Dr.  B.Monif, 
with  Memoir  lqrBlrH.N1ooUB.  6voli. 

ahnrotailL  Edited  by  Jaa.Hannay. 

2  Yolf. 
Oolaridge.     Edited  l^   T.  Aahe, 

B.A.    StoIs. 
Ck>llin8.       Edited    by    W.    Mpy 

Thomaf. 
Ctowper.    Edited  by  John  Bmoe, 

V.&i.  8  Toll. 
2>ryden.    Edited  by  the  Ber.  B. 

Hoop«,MJL   6t61s. 
Goldamith.     Be^laed  Edition  by 

JUiitin  DdbeoB.   WithFortnlt. 
aray.     Edited  hy  J.  Bradshaw, 

LL.1X 

Herbort    Edited  by  the  BeT.  A.  B. 

Qtoeart. 
Herriok.      Edited    by    Gecvge 

EhdntiAmiy.   StoIs. 
Keata.    Edited  by  the  late  Lord 

HoOffhtOB. 


XIrka  Whtta.     Edited,  with  a 

Memoir,  by  Str  H.  Hloobw. 
HntoD.    Edited  by  Dr.  Bzadahaw. 

Svola. 
PamelL    Edited  by  a.  A.  iitken. 
Pope.    Edited  by  a.  B.  Dennii. 

With  Memoir  by  John  Dennii.   Stou. 
Prior.    Edited  by  B.  B.  Johnaon. 

ardli. 
BaleUh  and  Wotton.    HHth  8e- 

tootions  from  the  WrftiM  rf  ejUwr 

OcSSkT  POHTB fremlMO  to  1660. 

B^  by  Tea.  AxohdeMxm  Hannah, 

Bogera.    Edited  by  Edward  Bell, 
M.A. 

Soott     Edited  by  John  Dennis. 

5v6)fl. 
Shakespeare's  Poema.    Edited  by 

BeT.A.D7oe. 
Shelley.     Edited  by  H.  Buxton 

jyjrman.   StoIi. 
Spenser.    Edited  by  J«  ^^yne  ^^' 

lier.    5t61i. 

Snrxey.    Edited  by  J.  TeowelL 
Swift     Edited  by   *b«  Be?.   J. 

Mitford.    8  Tola. 
Thomaon.    Edited  by  the  BeT.  D. 

CTtmj.   StoU 
Vaughan.    Saered  Poems  and 

Fioni  Kiaonlatkma.     Bdited  by  the 

Bar.  HTLyte. 
Wordsworth.     Edited  by  ProL 

Dowdea.    TToli. 
Wyatt    EditedbyJ.  YwwelL 
Young.     9  vols.    Edited  by  the 

Rer.  J.  IQtf ostL 
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THB    ALL-BNQLAND    SBRIES. 


HANDBOOKS  OF 


tlM  ftral  rank  fln  thtlr 


ftMD  8to.  dolh. 
OrUkft    Bj  Fbsd  0.  Holluid. 
Orifltot   ^  fba  Hon.  «id  Ber. 

ORMiiiitt   ^^LUoi-OoLfbaHoii. 

H.a  VmnxAM. 
lAwn  VsDiiSi.     ^7  H.  W.  W. 

WnanvOBOi.    Wllh  a  Ohipttr  for 


1^  Xn.  HniTABSw 
Te 


8Q:iiftih  Teimii.    ^j  BmziOi  H. 

XiLBf.  DcvUatoL  St. 
Tannlf  and  Itootatai  and  TlfM. 

9f  JvUAv  Xaboulu  Xajor  J.  Bnaii 

and  B«T.  J.  A.  AmviB  T4it. 
06tL     Bj  H.   8.   0.  EmABD. 

Do«U«  v««   liL 
Rowing  and  SonlUng.     By  Got 

Bjxos. 
Bowing  and  SonlUni.   ^yW.B. 

WOOB«ASB« 

Balling.  BjB.F.XMiasT,dbLToL  St. 
Swimming.    By  UAxrm  and  J. 

Bagrsb  Oobbbr* 
Oamping  out   By  A.  A.  Maodov- 

T-ff,    TToTihltTni-    Sk 
Oanofitng.    ByDr,  J.D.Hjltwabd. 

DonUevoL   Si. 
HoimtalnAertng.    Bjr  Dr.  OLAima 

WiLMMT.    Doabto^   St. 
Athletloi.    By  EL  H.  Okivtcv. 
Biding.    By  W.  A.  Kiam,  Y.O. 

DonVtoToL  Si. 
Ladiaa'BkUng.  By  WA.Knm,Y.a 
Bozinn.  ByRG.Ax&anov-Wnni. 
Witb  PrsCiftorT  Vote  bf  Bat  MidliBi. 


ATRLBTIC  GAMES. 

^^^jjrtca,  by  WHIcn  wbo  ara  In 
FMjpaativv  itopartBMAta* 

IV  tht  bMl  MtlMXttiM,  aft  ttt  loWMl 


Fmolng.  9yH.ACouu»nI>inni. 

Ofcdlng.  ByH.H.GBirrai,LA.a» 
V.CV,,  av.a  with  a  Ohavtor  for 
Ladi^l^MiHlaniWooa.  Ik«U» 

Wrestling.    By  WiLsn  Ann. 

MnoM^Vjw  BdlttoB. 
Broadsword    and    8fiigl6ilto'ki 

By  &.  Ob  IftLUWOB-WDni  aadO.  PxiL* 

UTN-WOLUI. 

Qymnasilos.    By  A.  F.  Jsma. 

Doolila  Tol.  Si. 
OymnsiHo  Oompatttfon  and  Bis- 

Ida^  BaeRdsea.     Oompnad  1^ 

V.Gbav. 
Xndlia  Otnba.   By  G.  T.  B.  Ooa- 

mmxt  and  A  V.  JnzxM. 
Dnmb-MUs.    By  F.  Gbav. 
Football  —  Bogby    Oama.     Bj 

Habwi  Vamaxl 
Football— Aasodation  Oama.  Bj 

O.W.1LO00K,   Eaviaad  BdlllBB. 
Hodkay.     By  F.   8.    Cshvill. 

VflwBOition. 
fliratfngi     ^y    Dovolas    Adhib. 

With  ft  Chapter  for  Ladiea,  ^  IdBi  L. 

Oannuji,  and  %  Ohapter  «  flptad 

e£i^.l7aVMSIaitor.  DbLvoLJ^ 
Baaabau.    By  Nawiaa  GaABm. 
Bounders,  Fialdball,  Bowla. 

Quoits,  OnrUng,  Skittlaa*  *a. 

fi^  J.  H.  WAXJxm  and  O.  OL  If Ofir. 
Danoing.     By  Bdwabd  Boon. 

DcaUaToL   Si. 


THB  CLUB  8BBIBS  OF  CABB  ABB  TABLB  6AMV8. 
*  Vo  irdUrccQlatedohib  or  oinutcy  honae  ihcmld  b«  wHihont  thliinefal  Mriaa 

Svoall  Sva  fllotii,  Dfaiatrmted.    Prioe  U  aaok.  eio6a. 


Bridge.    By 'Tbhtlab.' 

Whlat    Bylhr.  Wh.  Poui,F.Ra 

SoloWblst    ByBoBBBTF.GBBKK. 

Bffliarda.    By  M«]or-Gen.  A.  W. 

Dbatiov,  P.BJLA    With  *  FralMa 

IvW.J.PmD. 
Hints  on  Billiards.     By  J.  P. 

BucKAVAV.    Doohle  roL    Si. 
Ohesa.    By  Bobsbt  F.  Gbbsm. 
The  Two-MoYo  Ohess  Problem. 

II7  B.  o.  Lawi. 
Ohess  Openings.  By  I.  CKmsBBia. 
Draughts  and  Backgammon. 

By'BsBxsixT.' 
Berenl  and  Go  Bang. 

B  J  '  BSUOLST.' 


Domlnoea  and  BoUtalra. 

Bj'BnKBlKT.' 

B6a1qiie  and  Cribbaga. 

Bj 'BsKKSLsr.* 
£c«rt6  and  Enohre. 

^7*Bxnvx«T.* 
PUniet  and  RaUoon  Piquet. 

By '  BsaoLsr,' 
Skat    By  Loms  Dxbhl. 

%•  ABkateoariBffAMMk.    It. 

3Etound  Games,  inoludisg  PolE«r» 
RapotoOB.  Iao,  Yb?ci>ei-aB«  to.  Bj 
Bazisb*Wbat. 

Paxioor  and  Playground  Games. 
By  Xn.  LAvaavoi  Qoxva. 
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BELL'S  CATHEDRAL  SERIES. 

Profusely  lUusiroiid^  chih^  crown  Bvo.  is.  6d.  mt  each. 

INGUSH  CATHEDRALS.  An  Itinerary  and  Description.  Compiled  by  Jamm  C. 
GiLCHSiST,  A.M.,  M.D.  Revised  and  edited  wiUi  an  Introductioo  on  CathedM 
Architectore  by  the  Rev.  T.  PnnifS,  M.A.,  F.R.A.S. 

BANGOR.    By  P.  B.  IkoKSiDB  Bax. 

BRISTOL.    By  H.  J.  L.  J.  MAiisi,  M.A.  . 

CANTERBURY.    By  Haktlbv  Winaxs.    sth  Edition. 

CARUSLS.    ByCRifvcELSY. 

CHESTER.    By  Chablis  Hiatt.    3rd  Edition. 

CHICHESTER.    By  H.  C  CoKLvm,  A.R.LB.A.    and  Edition. 

DURHAM.    ByJ.  E.BvaATB,A.R.CA.    3rd  Edition. 

ELY^By  Rcy.  W.  D.  SwnrncG,  M.A.    and  Edition. 

EXETER.    By  Pkkct  Addl»haw,  B.A.    and  Edition,  revised. 

GLOUCESTER.    By  H.  J.  L.  J.  MASsi,  M.A.    3nl  Edition. 

HEREFORD.    By  A.  Hugh  Fishbb,  A.R.E.    and  Edition,  revised. 

UCHFIELD.    ByA.aCLirroM.    and  Edition. 

LINCOLN.    By  A.  F.  Kbmdiuck,  B.A.    3rd  Edition. 

MANCHESTER.    By  Rev.  T.  Psrkins,  M.A. 

NORWICH.    ByaH.B.QtnnnrxLL.    and  Edition. 

OXFORD.    By  Rev.  Pbrct  Dkakmsx,  M.A.    and  Edition,  revised. 

PETERBOROUGH.    By  Rev.  W.  D.  Swbbtirg.    and  Edition,  revised. 

RIPON.    By  Cbcil  Hallxtt,  B.A. 

ROCHESTER.    By  G.  H.  Palmbk,  B.A.    and  Edition,  revised. 

ST.  ALBANS.    By  Rev.  T.  Psrxims,  M.A. 

ST.  ASAPH.    By  P.  B.  Iromsidb  Bax. 

ST.  DAVID'S.    By  Phiup  Robsoit,  A.R.I.B.A. 

ST.  PATRICK'S,  DUBLIN.   ByRev.  J.H.Bbknaiu>|M.A.,D.D.  and  Edition. 

ST.  PAUL'S,    lij  Rev.  Axthuk  Dniooc,  M.A.    3rd  Edition,  revised. 

ST.  SAVIOUR'S,  SOUTHWARR.    By  Gborgc  Woklst. 

SALISBXrRY.    By  Glbbson  Whitx.    3rd  Edition,  revised. 

SOUTHWELL.    By  Rev.  Axntux  Dimock,  M.A.    and  Edition,  revised. 

WELLS.    By  Rev.  Pbxct  Dbakmbs,  M.A.    3rd  Edition. 

WINCHESTER.    By  P.  W.  Sxscbant.    3rd  Edition. 

WORCESTER.    By  E.  F.  Stxaitgb.    and  Edition. 

YORK.    By  A.  Clutton-Bkock,  M.A.    3rd  Edition. 

Umi/itrm  wlik  miavt  Stritt,    Ncm  mufy.    u,  td,  net  tmck, 
ST.   MARTIN'S  CHURCH,   CANTERBURY.     By  the  Rev.  Canon  Routlbogb, 

BEVERLEY  MINSTER.     By  Cnabues  Hiatt. 

WIMBORNB    MINSTER    and   CHRISTCHURCH    PRIORY.     By  the  Rev.  T. 

Pbxkins,  MJL 
TEWKESBURY  ABBEY  AND  DEERHURST  PRIORY.  By  H.  J.  L.  J.  MAtti,  M.A. 
BATH  ABBEY,  MALMESBURY  ABBEY,  and  BRADFORDON-AVON  CHURCH. 

By  Rev.  T.  Pxkxins,  M.A. 
WESTMINSTER  ABBEY.   By  Chaklm  Hutt. 
STRATFORD.ON'AVON  CHURCH.    By  Haxolo  Bakbk. 

BBIVS    HANDBOOKS    TO    CONTINENTAL   CHURCHES. 

Profmtly  Illustrated,    Crown  8fw,  cktk^  2s.6d.mt  taeh. 
AMIENS     BytbeRev.T.  PBXKiNt,M.A. 
BAYEUX.    By  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Mylnb. 

CHARTRES:  The  Cathedra]  and  Other  Chwchet.  By  H.  J.  L.  J.  MAtti,  M.A. 
MONT  ST.  MICHEL.    By  H.  J.  L.  J.  MassA,  M.A. 
PARIS  (NOTRE.DAME).    By  Chaxlbs  Hiatt. 
ROUEN :  The  Cathedral  and  Other  Cborchet.  By  the  Rev.  T.  Pbrkins,  M.A. 
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WEBSTER'S 

INTERNATIONAL 

DICTIONARY. 

2348  PAGES,      5000  ILLUSTRATIONS, 

MEW  EDmOH,  BEVISBD  THROUGHOUT  WITH  A 

MEW  SUPPLEMBMT  OF  25,000  ADDITIONAL 

WOBDS  AMD  PHRASES. 


Tlie  AppendBces  compriie  &  Plraooancmg  Gaiettcef  of  the  World, 
Voodmltfief  of  SaipUie,  Gfeck,  Latiii,  and  Eng^  Pkoper  Names, 
ft  DictioiMiy  of  the  Noted  Nftmet  of  Fictioo,  ft  Brief  Hittocy  of  the 
Bng^  Lengnase,  ft  Dictkaiaij  of  Foceigii  QiiotatioDs»  Words,  Fhiases, 
Proferhsy  fte^  ft  Biopmphical  Dictioiiaij  with  lo^ooo  names,  ftc,  &c 


Dr.  MUBSLKYj  Saur  ^ tk€  * Oj^^rd EmeRA  DkHmmn:  laj^^-'Ia  thkits 
lateit  form,  and  with  itt  boi*  Sopplcmtot  and  nmncroas  ypeodioes,  it  b  a  woodvfnl 
irotoae,  wmch  wfl  oiainf imt  iti  gpoinid  anaint  all  rirals oo  itsown  line».    Th«'defiBt- 


tioos,' or  aiorB  propcrij-,  *  OTphMhon»  of  acairfog*  in  *  Webster'  have  alwaji  struck  mo 
at  paiticalaxtr  tcne  and  wen-pot ;  and  it  it  haxd  to  tee  how  anything  better  coold  be 
done  within  tne  linutt.' 

Profamior  JOSBPH  WBIGHT,  K.A.,  P]|J>.,  D.O.U,  LXnD.,  BJBitr  ^ 
Hu  '  EmiHMk  Dimket  DkHoiuuy'  tays  t— '  The  new  edition  of  "  WcbHex^t  Inteimtianal 
Dictionary  **  b  undoubtedly  the  mott  utefol  and  reliafale  woric  of  its  kind  in  any  ooonury. 
No  one  who  hat  not  fnrammfd  the  work  carefeUy  wonkl  believe  that  soch  a  vatt  amooat 
of  leaicographical  informatSoo  could  possibly  be  Ibnnd  within  to  tnaJl  a  compass.' 

Proftaaor  A»  H.  BATOBi  LL.D.|  DJ>.f  tays»--*It  it  indeed  a  aianrelloDt 
work :  it  b  difBcoU  to  ooocsiTe  or  a  Dictionary  ssore  nrhantri^  and  cooaplete.  Every- 
thing It  fo  it— not  only  what  we  miriit  eicpect  to  find  in  toch  a  work,  bat  alto  what  few 
of  us  would  erer  have  thought  of  looking  for.* 

R«T.  JOSEPH  WOOD,  D J>..  Hemd  MmtUr  ^  Hnrrvw,  tays :— '  I  have  always 
'  ;  very  highly  of  iu  merits.    Indeed,  I  confer  it  to  be  far  the  most  aocurate 

i  Dictionary  in  existence,  and  much  more  reliable  than  the  "Century.**    For 

r  and  hourly  reference,  "  Weoster  "  seems  to  me  unrivalled.* 

Pnspeetusis^  wiik  Prices  and  Specitftm  Pagis^  ch  A^Ucaiwu 


LONDON  s   GEORGE  BELL  ^  SONS,  YORK  HOUSE, 
PORTUGAL  STREET,  W.C. 
50,000.    S.&8.  1X.06. 
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The  bonower  must  return  tfiis  item  on  or  befoie 
the  last  date  stamped  below.  If  another  user 
places  a  recall  for  this  item,  the  borrower  will 
be  notified  of  the  need  for  an  earlier  return. 

Non-receipt  of  overdue  notices  does  not  exempt 
the  borrower  from  overdue  fines. 
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nease  handle  with  care. 
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